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PREFACE. 

THE  Year  of  which  we  treat,  pre^ 
fented  the  moft  awefu!  appearance 
of  public  affairs,  which  this  country  had 
perhaps  beheld  for  many  ages.  All  ancient 
fyftems  of  policy,  relative  to  any  fcheme 
of  equality  or  balance  of  power,  feemed 
forgotten  in  Europe.  Friends  and  allies 
were  no  more  with  refpedl  to  us.  On  the 
contrary,  whether  it  proceeded  from  our 
fault,  or  whether  it  was  merely  our  mis- 
fortune, mankind  feemed  to  wait,  with  an 
afped:  which  at  beft  befpoke  indifference, 
for  the  event  of  that  ruin  which  was  ex- 
pedled  to  burft  upon  us. 

It 


vi  PREFACE. 

It  has  happened  fortunately,  that  the 
expelled  evil  and  danger,  were  lefs  dread- 
ful in  the  encounter,  than  in  the  diftant 
appearance.  The  great  combination  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  with  the  American 
Colonies,  was  far  from  producing  all  thofe 
effeds  which  were  undoubtedly  expelled. 
If  our  own  fucceffes  were  not  great,  and 
rather  negative  than  dired:  in  their  nature, 
our  loffes,  however  confiderable,  were  ftill 
lefs  than  might  have  been  apprehended* 
It  affords  no  fmall  room  both  for  fatis- 
fadion  and  hope,  that  no  diminution  of 
national  glory  has  taken  place,  through 
any  failure  of  native  valour  in  our  Seap:ien 
and  Soldiers.  They  have  fupported  in 
all  cafes,  and  under  whatever  circum- 
ftances  of  difadvantage,  their  antient 
charader. 

With    the    importance    and    variety    of 

the  work,   our  labour  has  increafed  ;   and 

3  every 
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every  year  of  this  period,  fo  full  of  trouble 
both  abroad  and  at  home,  has  produced 
fo  much  matter,  that  the  bufinefs  of  one 
has  run  in  upon  the  other.  The  Reader 
will  thus  account  for  the  delay  which 
has  annually  increafed.  Perhaps  we  ought 
rather  to  apologize  for  bringing  out  the 
matter  fo  crudely,  as  we  are  obliged  to 
do,  to  keep  tolerably  within  time,  than 
for  a  delay  rendered  neceffary  by  the 
magnitude  of  our  tafk.  Happy  iliall  we 
deem  the  hour,  when,  recurring  from  the 
horrors  of  war  to  the  pleafant  ways  of 
peace,  we  (hall  have  the  pleafure  of  an- 
nouncing to  the  Public,  the  glad  tidings 
pf  returning    tranquility. 
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CHAP.      I. 

HetrofpeSi've  njipve  cf  American  afa'trs  in  the  year  1778.  Expedition  to 
Bedford,  Fair  Ha^ven  ;  and  to  Martha's  Vineyard.  Admiral  Montague 
difpoj/ejjes  the  French  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre,  and  Miquelon.  Lord 
Corn-Lvallis,  and  Gen.  Knyphaufen,  adijance  into  the  ene?7iy' 5  country ,  on 
both  fides  of  the  North  Rinjer.  Surprize  of  Baylor^  s  light  horfe.  Succcfs 
of  the  expedition  to  Egg  Harbour.  Surprize  of  PulaJkVs  legion.  Cruel 
dipredations  by  Butler,  Brandt,  and  the  fa-uages,  on  the  back  frontiers. 
DeJiniStion  cf  the  ne-cj  fettlement  at  Wyoming,  attended  ivith  circumjiances 
of  fngular  cruelty  and  barbarity.  Col.  darkens  expedition  from  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  redudicn  cf  the  Canadian  to^vns  and  fettleinenis  in  the 
Illinois  country.  Confequences  cf  Clarke^ s  fucccfs.  Expedition  from  Scho- 
harie to  the  Upper  Sufquehanna.  DeftruSlion  sf  the  Unadilla  and  Ana- 
quago  fettlemtnts. 

E  have  fcen  in  our  laft  vo-  failure  cf  hope  with  refpeft  to  his 

lume,  that  the  efFeftual  primary  objeft,  the  noble  Admiral 

.  prorcftion     which     the  immediately  returned   to  the  fuc- 

French    fcuadron    receiv'ed    from  cour  of  Rhode  Ifland,  which,    we 

their   new  allies,   at   Boflon,    had  have  alfo  feen,  had  been  invelled, 

c     J.   o  1      entirely  fniftratcd  Lord  and  vigoroufty   attacked,  by  Ge- 

o    '  Howe's    defign    of   at-  neral  Sullivan.     And  finding  that 

•  J'    '      tacking    D'Eiliing    in  ifland  alres-dy  freed  from  danger, 

that  road  or  harbour.     Unon  this  he  proceeded  to  New  York,  where. 
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in  confequence  of  what  is  under- 
Hooti  by  a  previous  leave  of  ab- 
fence,  he  refignscl  the  command 
of  the  fleet  into  the  hands  of  Ad- 
miral Gambier,  and  returned  to 
England. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  had  em- 
barked with  4.000  men  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rhode  Ifland,  had  two 
o:her  material  objeds  in  view/  in 
one  or  both  of  which  he  might  pro- 
bably have  fucceeded,  if  he  had 
not  been  detained  by  contrary 
winds  a  few  hours  beyorrd  his 
time,  or  that  Sullivan  had  not  been 
attentive  to  the  danger  to. which  he 
was  expofcd,  when  he  found  him- 
felf  finally  abandoned  by  the 
French  fleet,  and  in  confequer.ee 
deferted  by  the  New  England  vo- 
lunteers, who  compofed  the  better 
part  of  his  force.  One  of  thefe 
was  to  cut  off  Sullivan's  retreat  t© 
the  continent;  and  the  other, 
which  might  have  been  either 
adopted  as  principal,  or  purfued 
as  a  fecondcry  oujeft,  was  to  at- 
tack the  American's  in  their  head 
quarters  and  principal  placp  of 
arms  at  Providence;  the  dellruc- 
tion,  or  efFe£lual  difmantlirg  of 
Wuich,  would  have  removed  an 
eye-fore,  and.conftantfcurce  of  ap- 
prehenfion,  at  leall,  from  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  R-hcde  Ifland. 

Sullivan's  timely  retreat  having 
fruilrated  thefe  defigns.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  on  his  return  to  New 
York,  difpatched  Pvlajor  General 
Grey,  with  the  fleet  of  tranfports 
and  troops,  under  the  convoy  of 
Captain  Fanfhawe,  of  the  C?.- 
rysibrt  frigate,  upon  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  eadv/ard.  The  firft 
cbjeft  of  this  expedition  was  to 
exterminate  fome  nefts  of  fmall 
privateers,  which  abounded  in  the 
dvers  and  creeks  adjoining  to  Bua- 
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Z2rds  Bay,  in  that  part  cf  N«wr 
Er.jrland  called  the  Plymouth  C<s- 
lony;  which  from  their  vicinity 
to  Rhode  Jfland  and  the  Sound, 
greatly  infeited  the  trade  of  New 
Ycrk,  as-  v/ell  as  the  adjaccRt 
coalh  of  Long  Ifland;  whiill  tl^e 
nearnefs  of  their  retreats, -with  the 
fmallnefs  of  tiieir  veflels,  and  ths 
ftiallownefsof  their  creeks^i  fecured 
them  in  a  great  meafure  from  all 
purfuit. 

This  fervicewas  performed  with 
great  effedl  by  the  detachmcat  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Major  Ge- 
neral. Between  fix  in  «  , 
the  evening,  when  the  P  '  S  ' 
troops  v/ere  landed,  and  twelve, 
on  tlie  following  day,  the  work  was 
completely  done  ;  dellroying  in 
their  courfe  about  feventy  fail  of 
fnipping,  befides  a  great  number 
of  fmall  craft.  The  detachment 
likewife  burnt  or  deftroyed  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  magazines, 
wharfs,  fl:ores,  v.'arehoufes,  rope 
walks,  and  vefieb  on  the  ilocks, 
both  on  \.h.^  Bedford  and  Fair  Ha- 
ven fides  of  the  Acufliinet  river. 

The  tranfports  and  troops  pro- 
ceeded from  Fair  Haven  to  the 
ifland  called  Martha's  Vineyard  ; 
the  inhabitants  of  v/hich,  like 
thofe  of  Nantucket,  were  once  ce- 
lebrated for  their  enterprise,  fklil, 
and  great  fuccefs  in  the  fifheries. 
This  ifland,  being,  however,  the 
reveife  of  Nantucket  in  point  of 
fertility,  afi^orded  a  coniiderable 
and  mod  defirable  contribution, 
confifting  of  io,oco  fheep,  and 
300  oxen,  for  the  public  fervice  at 
New  York. 

In  the  mean  time,  Admiral  Mon- 
t2";ue,  who  commanded  on  the 
Newfoundland  liation,  no  foonsr 
received  intelligence  thatD'Eftaing 
had  commenced  hollilities  on  the 
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toridjof  North  America,  th:in,  in  in  order  a!fo  to  procure  forage  and 

confeqaence   of  provifional   oriers  frcHi  provilions  for  the  army,  Lord 

U'ith  which  he  had  been  furnilhsd  Cornwaiiis  advanced    into    Jerfcy 

for    the    purpofe,     he    difpatchtd  with    a    flrong    body    of    troops. 

Com modorc  Evans,  with  th'j  Rom-  where  he   took  a  pofition  between 

ney    and    fome   frigates,  tagetjler  Newbridge,  on  the  Hackinfiick,  to 

with  a  detachment  of  marines  and  his  left,  ar:d   the  North  river,  to 

artillery,     to    fei7;e  on    the    frnall  his    righr.       A:    the    fame    time; 

ifliiids  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miqiielon,  Lieut.     Gen.    Knvph.^iifen,      ad- 

wt:ich  had  been  allotted  to  France  vancing  v/nh  another  divifion    of 

by  the  lafc  treaty  of  peace,  fcr  ths  the  army  on  the  Well:  Chefler  fidt, 

purpofe  of  curing  and  drying  their  took  a   parallel   pofition,  liis    leic 

iiih,   and  ferving  as  a  ftore-houfe  reaching  lo  the  North  River,    neas* 

and  fhelter  for  the  veile'.s  employed  Wenperham,     and    his    right   ex- 

in  their  fiiliery.  tending  to  the  Brunx. 

As  France  had  been  particularly  It  would    not  be   eafy  to    con- 

l-eftric^ed  by   the  late  treaty  from  ceive  any  fituation  more  favourab'j 

fortifying  thofe  iflands,  and  equally  for    the   carrying   on    of    niilitary 

tied  down  from  any  increafe  of  a  operations  with  advantage.     The 

fmall  limited  number  of  troops  in  two  divifions  being  only  feparat'd 

them,  which  were  only  adapted  to  by  the  North  P.iver,  could,  by  tlie 

the   fupport  of  the    civil  govern-  means   of  their  flat    boats,    unite 

ment,  and  not  to  any  purpcfes  of  their    whole   force    on    either  fide 

defence,  againft    whatever    might  ot    it  within    twenty-four  hours  ; 

deferve   the  name  of  enemy,  this  whilll,    by   the    command  of   the 

fervice  v/as  accordingly  performed  Channel,  v/hich  their  marine  af- 

'without    difficulty.       A    capitula-  forded    all    the    way     up    to    the 

tion  was   granted,  in  confequence  Highlands,    Wafliington's    forces, 

of  which  the  Governor,  with  the  which  were  likewife  feparated  in 

inhabitants,  and   the  garrifon,  a-  the  fame  manner,  but  much  more 

mounting  in  the  whole  to  about  diiperfed,  could  not  have  been  af- 

2,000,  were  tranfmitted  to  France ;  fembled    in     lefs    than    ten    davs. 
all  the  accommodations  of  habita- 
tion, trade,  and  fifhery  were  de- 
flroyed  ;    and   the   iflands   thrown 
back  into  their  original  ftate. 

Upon  the  return  of  the   troops 

from  the  Bedford  expedition,   and  confequences  of  a  general  atLion, 

with    the    contributions    railed    at  in  a  country,  which   from  its  na- 

Martha's  Vineyard,  Gen.  Sir  Hen-  ture,  would  have  been  very  unfa- 

ry  Clinton  determined   upon  ano-  vourable  to  him  in  fiich  An  event, 

ther  to  Egg  Harbour,   on  the  Jsr-  By   this   means,  the  provinces  of 

fey  coa ft,  where  the  enemy  had  a  New  York  and  the  Jerfeys  were  iri 

number  of  privateeers  and  prizes,  a  great   meafure  laid  open   to  the 

rind  what  was  fcill  more  intereRing,  army  ;   the  necefiary  fupplierS  of  fo- 

fome  very  ccnfiderable   fait  works,  rage  and  provifions  were  plentifully 

To  draw  away  their  attention  from  obtained  ;  and  an  opportunity  was 

the  objeds  of  this  expedition,  and  afforded   to  the   well   affeOed    of 

l^Jj  z  coming 


And  even  then,  if  he  ffiould  quic 
his  ftrong  ground  in  the  High- 
lands, in  order  to  pafs  ov^er  to  the 
relief  of  the  Jerfeys,  he  mnft  havs 
fubjected  himfelF    to    hazard    the 
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coming  in  for  proteclion  orfervice. 
Such  was  one,  among  the  number- 
lei's  advantages,  which  our  naval 
command  of  the  feas  and  rivers  af- 
forded in  the  courfe  of  this  war. 

Baylor's  regiment  of  light  horfe, 
which  had  been  lately  raifed  in 
Virginia,  and  was  generally  called 
Mrs.  Wafhington's  regiment,  be- 
came a  viftim  upon  this  occafion, 
to  the  defign  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
with  the  immediate  addrefs,  and 
promptexecutlon,  of  Major  General 
Grey.  This  regiment  having  been 
detached  with  fome  militia  to 
watch  and  interrupt  the  foragers, 
their  vicinity  to  the  North  River, 
in  the  villages  of  Old  and  New 
Taapan,  where  they  lay,  v/iih 
other  circumltances  of  fituation, 
and  perhaps  more  than  any,  their 
unfoldierly  fecurity,  and  carelefT- 
nefs  with  refpfft  to  guards  and 
poft=,  induced  Lord  Cornwallis  to 
form  a  plan  for  their  furprize  in 
ihe  night.  In  purfuit  of  this  de- 
fign, whilft  Gen.  Grey,  with  the 
light    infantry,    and    fome   other 

o  ,      troops,    advanced    by 

Sept.  lyih,      •   .,  .1      1  r     / 

^       '         night  on  the  letc,  to 

furprize  the  enemy  on  that  fide,  a 
detachment  was  made  from  Knyp- 
haufen's  corps,  on  the  right,  con- 
fiding of  the  71ft  regiment  under 
Col.  Campbell,  and  an  American 
light  corps,  called  the  Queen's 
Rangers,  who  having  pafled  the 
North  River,  intended  to  have  en- 
clofed  them  foefteclually,  that  be- 
ing placed  betv/een  two  fires,  few 
or  none  of  them  could  efcape. 

Some  defertcrs  from  the  column 
on  the  right,  prevented  the  com- 
pletion of  the  fcheme.  Thefc 
having  at  the  moft  critical  moment, 
Touzed  the  militia  who  lay  in 
New  Taapan,  from  their  trance  of 
fecurity,  afforded  a  clear  opportu- 
I 


nity  for  their  efcape,  before  the  co- 
lumn could  come  ap.  But  the  Ma- 
jor General  conduded  his  divifion, 
with  fo  profound  a  filence,  and 
fuch  excellency  of  order,  that  they 
not  only  cut  cfF  a  ferjeant's  pa- 
trole  of  twelve  men,  without  any 
noile,  but  completely  furrounded 
the  village  of  Old  Taapan  without 
any  difcovery,  and  furprized  Bay- 
lor's horfe,  alleep  and  naked,  in 
the  barns  where  they  lay.  A  fe- 
vere  execution  took  place,  and  the 
regiment  was  entirely  ruined. 

Capt.  Fergufon  of  the  70th  re- 
giment, with  about  300  land  forces, 
were  detached  on  the  expedition  to 
Little  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  Jerfey 
coail:,  under  the  conv-oy  of  Capt. 
Colins  of  the  Zebra,  with  two 
other  frigates,  befides  fome  light 
armed  vefiels  and  gallies,  which, 
from  their  capacity  of  running 
into  ilialiow  water,  were  particu- 
larly adapted  to  the  nature  of  the 
intended  iervice. 

The  convoy  arrived  at  the  pLice 
of  its  deltination  about  the  bej^in- 
ning  of  Odober;  but  as  the  wind 
and  other  circumflances  retarded 
the  pail'jge  of  the  tliips  over  a  bar 
v/hich  lay  in  their  way,  and  that 
^^cty  thing  in  fuch  an  enterprize 
depended  upon  e::pediticn,  the 
troops  were  crowded,  as  circum- 
ftances  would  admit,  into  the  gal- 
lies and  fmall  craft,  which  were 
lightened,  by  taking  cut  every 
thing  that  was  not  efientialiy  ne- 
cefiary  to  the  immediate  fervice. 
It  feems,  that  the  enemy  having 
received  fome  intelligence  of  the 
deiign  againlt  them,  had  fuddenly 
fent  out  to  fea,  fuch  of  their  pri- 
vateers as  were  in  any  degree  of 
readincfs,  in  order  thereby  to 
evade  the  impending  danger.  The 
larger  of  their  remaining  velTeh, 

con- 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


conn  Ring  moftly  of  prizes,  were, 
for  their  greater  fecurity,  hauled 
up  the  river  MuUicus  as  far  as  they 
could  go,  to  a  place  called  Chefnut 
Neck,  which  lay  about  20  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Their  fmaller  privateers,  and  craft 
cf  dilferent  forts,  were  carried  Hill 
farther  up  into  the  country. 

The  detachment,  with  the  lighter 
armed  veffcls,  proceeded,  through 
a  mod  dillicult  palTage,  to  Chefnut 
Neck;  being  obliged  to  work  their 
way  at  random  through  numberlefs 
fhoals,  without  the  aid  of  a  pilot, 
or  any  knowledge  of  the  channels. 
Having  fuccefsfully  overcome  thefe 
difficulties,  they  difcovered  on  their 
arrival,  an  appearance  of  refiftance 
which  they  could  fcarcely  have  ex- 
pedled  ;  one  battery  fhewing  itfelf 
clofe  to  the  water  fide,  and  another, 
with  a  breaft  work  manned,  to  co- 
ver it  on  an  adjoining  eminence. 
But  upon  a  nearer  approach  it  was 
difcovered,  that  thefe  works  were 
totally  deftitute  of  artillery  ;  and 
the  troops  being  landed  under  a 
well  diredled  cannonade  from  the 
gallies  and  gun  boats,  the  neigh- 
bouring militia,  who  had  under- 
taken their  defence  with  fmall 
arms,  foon  found  the  talk  beyond 
their  ability,  and  were,  with  little 
difficulty,  and  without  any  lofs, 
obliged  to  abandon  them  and  dif- 
perfe. 

The  detachment  found  ten  vef- 
fels  at  this  place  ;  which  were  of  a 
eonfiderable  fize,  and  mofliy  Britifl) 
prizes.  Although  thefe  were  in 
general  valuable,  yet  the  difficulty 
of  the  navigation,  and  the  danger 
.p£  delay,  rendered  the  carrying 
them  off  imprafticable  ;  they  were 
accordingly  fired  and  deftroyed. 
And  as  the  trade  of  New  York 
ks-d  fuifcred  greatly  from  their  de- 
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predations,  the  commanders  deter- 
mined to  root  out  this  neft  of  pri- 
vateers as  efFeftually  as  poffible. 
Under  this  determination,  they  de- 
ilroyed  the  fettlements,  ftorfhoufes 
and  works  of  every  fort. 

The  good  will  of  the  officers  and 
troops  would  have  led  them  to 
complete  the  bufinefs,  by  proceed- 
ing up  the  river,  and  deilroyinir 
the  remainder  cf  the  enemy's  dip- 
ping, in  their  lafc  retreat,  at  the 
Forks,  if  the  difficulties  had  not 
appeared  toodifcouraging,  and  the 
danger  too  imminent  to  be  pru- 
dently encountered.  The  delays 
which  they  met  with  in  their  re- 
turn, owing  to  the  ftranding  of 
fome  of  the  yeffels,  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  the  troops  of  making 
fome  fuccefsful  excurfions  into  the 
neighbouring  country.  In  thefe 
they  deftroyed  fome  eonfiderable 
fait  works,  as  well  as  the  houfes 
and  fettlements  of  feveral  perfons, 
who  had  either  been  confpicuons 
by  their  aftivity  in  the  rebellion, 
charged  with  oppreffion  and  crti^iry 
to  the  well  affefted,  or  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  fitting  out 
of  privateers  ;  a  fpecies  of  fervice, 
however,  more  calculated  to  gra- 
tify refentments  on  one  fide,  and 
to  excite  them  on  the  other,  than 
to  produce  any  eflential  end  with 
regard  to  the  ifi"ue  of  the  war. 

When  the  troops  had  rejoined 
the  fquadron,  a  delay  occafioned 
by  contrary  winds  ia  Egg  Har- 
bour, afforded  an  opportunity  to 
enterprizing  officers  for  the  per- 
formance of  new  fervice,  and  that 
of  a  more  a^live  and  fpirited  na- 
ture, than  what  they  had  already 
executed.  A  French  captain,  with 
fome  private  men,  who  had  de- 
ferted  from  Pulafki's  legion,  gave 
fuch    an    account   of  the  carelefs 

[J]  3  manner 
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nianner  in  which  three  troops  of 
Fcrfe,  and  as  many  corapanies  ef 
infantry,  all  belonging  to  that 
corps,  were  cantoned,  at  only  a, 
few  miles  diftance,  that  the  com- 
manding ofHcers  by  fea  and  land, 
judged  it  a  fufficient  ground  for 
undertaking  an  expedition  to  fur- 
prize  and  beat  up  their  quarters. 
The  advantage  of  conveying  the 
troops  by  water  to  within  a  fmall 
diilance  of  their  defti-nation,  to- 
gether with  the  information  given 
by  the  deferters  of  an  unguarded 
bridge,  which  lay  a  little  on  their 
llde  of  the  fcene  of  ai^ion,  the 
poffeifion  of  which  would  ferve  in 
cafe  of  necefiity,  eftedually  to  co- 
ver the  retreat  back  to  their  vef- 
fels,  added  much  to  the  apparent 
eligibility  of  the  defign. 

The  deferters  fpoke  truth  in  this 
inftance,  an.^  the  fuccefs  was  ac- 
cordingly anfwerable  to  the  ex- 
peftatioli.  250  men  were  em- 
barked, who  after  rowing  ten 
miles,  were  landed  long  before 
day- light,  within  a  mile  of  the 
bridge  and  defile  we  have  men- 
tioned ;  thefe  being  ff-izfd  without 
dilcovcry,  and  a  prc^pe:-  guard  left 
to  fee  u  re  the  pofuiriot,  the  refl  of 
the  detachment  pullied  forward, 
and  fo  completely  furprizcd  Fu- 
lafsLi's  light  infantry  in  the  houfes 
where  they  lay,  as  nearly  to  cut 
them  to  pieces  without  refinance. 
The  vi£iors  numbered  above  fifty 
dead  bodies.-.  Several  officers,  and 
among  them,  the  Baron  de  Bofe, 
a  lieutenant  colon  el,  with  a  captain, 
atid  an  adjutant,  perifhcd'  in  this 
fldughter.  Capt.  Fergufon  ob- 
fcrves  in  his  jrport,  that  it  being 
a  night  attack,  litile  quarter 
could  be  given,  fo  that  only  five 
prifoners  were  taken.  Though 
ioA.c  attempt  was   made    by  ?u- 


1779. 

lafel's  horfe,  and  the  remains  of  his 
infantry,  to  harrafs  the  detach- 
ment on  their  retreat,  the  good 
countenance  which  they  kept,  and 
the  poiTeffion  of  the  bridge,  ren- 
dered it  totally  ineffeftual. 

Civil  wars  are  unhappily  diilin- 
guiihed  from  all  others,  by  a  de- 
gree of  rancour  in  their  proftcu- 
tion,  which  does  not  exift  in  the 
hofliilities  of  diftindl  nations,  and 
abfolute  ftrangers.  They  are  of 
courfe  fruitful  in  circumftances 
grievous  to  humanity.  In  fuch 
cafes,  the  moft  trifling  occafions, 
the  m.oft  vague  and  abfurd  ru- 
mours, will  irritate  the  multitude 
in  all  armies,  to  afts  of  great  ri- 
gour and  cruelty.  An  account 
given  by  the  deferters,  that  Pu- 
lafki  had  ifTaed  public  orders,  for- 
bidding his  corps  to  grant  any 
quarter  to  the  Britifii  troops,  af- 
forded a  new  edge  to  the  fury  of 
the  fpldiers,  and  fhut  up  their  bo- 
foms  againll  every  feeling  of  pity 
or  remoi  fe.  This  tale,  totyliy  un- 
fupportcd,  as  it  fhould  feem,  by 
any  former,  concurrent,  or  fubfe- 
quent  circumftance,  might  well  be 
attributed  to  the  malice  of  the  de- 
ferters ;  and  perhaps  on  all  fuch 
occafions,  it  were  better  not  to 
credit  too  haftily,  thofe  reports 
which  urge  to  afts  of  unufual  fe- 
verity,  by  charging  a  like  inten- 
tion to  the  enemy. 

This  and  the  former  expedition 
sfForded  an  opportunity  for  a  re- 
newal of  thofe  complaints,  which 
the  Americans  had  fo  loudly  and 
repeatedly  made,  of  the  inhuma- 
nities and  cruf^kies  exercifed  by 
fome  corps  of  the  Britiih  troops, 
as  well  as  by  their  au.xiliaries.  A 
number  of  real  or.  fuppofed  fncls, 
were  now  particnlarly  fupplied  by 
the  furprize  of  Baylor's  regiir.ent, 

which 
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swlilch  was  reprefented  as  a  cold-  doubt  feenis  then  to  have  been 
Llood  mafiacre  of  naked  men,  fur-  entertained  of  their  recovery, 
.prized  in  their  flcep  ;  and  who.  Although  Tome  tribe?  of  ilie  In- 
/rom  a  reliance  on  the  laws  of  war  dians,  particularly  of  thofe  com- 
and  cuftoms  of  nations,  being  in  moniy  called  the  Six  Nations,  had 
full  expeftation  or"  quarter  when  fent  congratuL^.tions  to  Gener:il 
they  made  no  refilLince,  would  Gates  on  his  fuccefs  at  Saratoga, 
not  JelTen  or  hazard  that  fecurity,  and  feemed  to  enjoy  great  fatis- 
.by  even  an  attempt  to  lav  hold  of  faction  in  that  event,  and  that 
their  arms,  or  the  fmallell  motion  others  took  diirerent  opportunities 
jof  defence..  The  dcpofitions  of  of  ejcprefliug  fimilar  /entiments, 
feveral  of  the  foldie-rs  who  had  yet  the  prefents  which  they  con- 
been  left  as  dead,  or  who  had  tinually  received  from  EngLind, 
otherwife  unaccoun-tabiy  efcaped,  the  induftry  of  the  Britifli  agents, 
were  taken  upon  oath,  authenti-  and  the  influence  of  the  great 
cated  in  the,  ufual  form^,  and  number  of  American  refugees 
publiilied  by  authority.  Some  of  which  had  taken  fheiter  amongft 
jhe  witneffes  who  appeared   upon  them,  all  operating  in  cotijunfiion 


this  occaiion,  afforded  fuch  extra 
prdinary  inftances  of  the  tena- 
cioufnefs  of  human  nature,  in 
fonie  particular  cafes  and  circum- 


upon  their  own  native  and  uncon- 
querable paffion  for  rapine,  foon 
led  them  to  contraditl  in  aft, 
their  fentimeats  or  profeffions  upon 


jlances,  with  refpecl;  to  life,  that  that  occafion.  The  fuccefs  which, 
a  recital  of  the  fafts  as  they  axe  attended  the  fmall  expeditions  un- 
dated, jxiay,  pofilbly  be  confidered  dertaken  by  individuals  of  diffe- 
by  fome  as  a  matter  of  phyfical  rent  tribes,  under  the  guidance  of 
curioiity.  Of  about  a  dozen  the  lefugees,  who  knew  where  to 
wounded  foldiers  who  a.ppeared  to  lead  them  directly  to  fpoil,  and 
give  their  evidence,  three  had  how  to  bring  them  off  without 
received,  in  a  regular  gradation,  danger,  foon  ipread  the  contagion 
from  nine  to  eleven  ilabs  each,  of  of  havock  through  the  .adjoini|]g 
bayonets,  in  the  breaft  and  trunk  nations,  fo  that,  in  a  little  time, 
of  the  body,  befides  feveral  wounds  deilrudlion  raged  very  generally 
in  other  parts.  Two  others  had  through  the  new  fettlements,  on 
received,  the  one  five,  and  the  the  back  of  the  northern  and  mid^ 
other  fix,  ilabs   in  the   body.     It  die  Colonies. 

will  undoubtedly  excite  the  admi-  Cclone!     Butler,    whofe     name 

ration    of  whoever  confiders     the  we  have  feen,  .as  an  Indian  agent 

nature  of   the    weapon,    and  the  and  commander,  in   the   wars  on 

iorce    which    it    derives,    as    well  the  fide  of  Canada,  and  who  had 

from   the  weight  of  the  muflcet  to  grtat  influence   with  fonje  of  the 

which    it  is    iixed,     as    from    the  ncrthtrn    nations    of  that  people, 

manner  in  which   ii   is  u fed,  and  together  with  one  Brandt,  an  half 

the  flrcngth  of  the  operator,  that  Indian    by   blood,  a    man  of  de-, 

thefe   men  were  not   only   able  to  fperate. courage,  but,  as  it  is  faid 

give  their  tellimony  at  a  confide-  by  the   A...ericans,  ferociious   and 

riiblc  diilance  of  time,  but  that  no  cruel  beyond   example,    were  the 

IJ]  4  princi^ 
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principal  leaders  in  thefe  expedi- 
tions. The  vail  extent  ef  the 
frontiers,  the  fcattered  and  re- 
mote fituation  of  the  fettlcments, 
the  nature  of  the  combined  ene- 
my, which  feemcd  to  coalefce  in 
one  point  of  adlion,  all  the  pro- 
perties of  PJritifh,  American,  and 
favage  warfare,  together  with  the 
exad  knowledge  which  the  refu- 
gees poiTefTed  of  every  objeft  of 
their  enterprize,  and  the  imme- 
diate intelligence  which  they  re- 
ceived from  their  friends  on  the 
fpot,  afforded  them  fuch  advan- 
tages in  thefe  expeditions,  that  the 
wretched  fettlers,  found  all  perfo- 
nal  refinance  as  inei*fe£lual,  as 
public  protedlion  was  impraftica- 
ble.  To  complete  their  calamity, 
fubmiffion  could  procure  no  mer- 
cy, nor  was  age,  fex,  or  condi- 
tion, in  too  many  inftances,  ca- 
pable of  allaying  the  fury  of  their 
enemy. 

In  this  courfe  of  havock,  the 
deftrudlion  of  the  fine,  new,  and 
fiourifhing  fcttlement  of  Wyom- 
ing, was  particularly  calamitous 
to  the  Americans.  That  diilrifl, 
iicuated  on  the  eaftern  branch  of 
the  Sufquehanna,  in  a  mod  beau- 
tiful country,  and  delightful  cli- 
mate, although  claimed  by,  and 
in  the  natural  order  of  things 
feeming  properly  to  appertain  to 
Penfylvania,  was  notvvithllanding, 
fmcethe  laft  war,  fettled  and  cul- 
tivated with  great  ardour,  by  a 
numerous  fr/arra  from  the  popu- 
lous hive  of  Conne£licut.  This 
meafure  was,  however,  fo  much 
oppofed  and  refented  by  Penfyl- 
vania, and  fo  obflinately  fupport- 
ed  by  its  antagonill:,  that  after 
much  altercation,  it.  became  at 
length  the  foundation  of  an  ac- 
tual war  between  the  two  Colo- 
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nies,  in  which  they  engaged  with 
fuch   earneftnefs,  that  it  was   not 
even    terminated    by    the    conteft 
with  the  mother  country,  until  the 
danger  grew  fo  near  and  fo  immi- 
nent to  both  fides,  as  of  necefiity 
to  fuperfede  for  the  prefent  all  o- 
ther    confiderations.       Their    re- 
ipedlive  charters,    and  the  grants 
of  land    under   them,    interfered 
ftrangely  with  each  other.     It  may 
be    prefumed,  that    the    crown  in 
thofe  days  did  not  take  much  trou- 
ble in    fettling  the    geography  of 
boundlefs   waltes,    which   afforded 
no  immediate  value,    and    whofe 
future  cultivation,  or  any  difputes 
about  their  limits,  appeared  to  be 
matters  of  fo  remote  and  uncer- 
tain a  fpeculation,  as  to  excite  no 
great  degree  of  prefent  attention. 
The  Colony  of  Conneflicut  ob- 
tained by  their  grant,  all  ihe  lands 
weilward,  within    their  proper  de- 
grees  pf  latitude,    to    the   South 
Seas,  which  were  not   already  oc- 
cupied   by   other    powers.       New 
York,  and  New  Jerfey,  were  then 
vv'ithin  that  exception,  being  both 
foreign,   and  they  llretched  dired- 
ly  acrofs,  in  the  way  of  that  grant. 
Penfylvania  was  afterwards  grant- 
ed to  its  proprietors,  l)'ing  on  the 
farther    fide,    and     in    a    parallel 
line,    with    thefe    two   provinces. 
The    Conneflicut    men    acknow- 
ledged the  validity  of  the  excep- 
tion   with  refpe£t   to    New   York 
and  Jerfey;  but  infixed,  that  their 
right    emerged    on     the    weftern 
boundary  of  thofe    provinces,    in 
the  courfe   of  the    fuppofed  line, 
and  could  not  in  any  degree   be 
affefted  by  a  later  grant  made  to 
Penfylvania.     A  claim,  which,  if 
eftablifhcd,  would   narrow  the   li- 
mits of  the  laft  province  to  a  de- 
gree^ which  would  molt   materi- 

all^ 
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ally  afFeft  its  power  and  interefts ; 
and  which  lying  open,  as  it  ftill 
does,  may  poiTibly  be  produftive 
of  very  material  confequences 
with  refpeft  to  the  future  itate  of 
America. 

The  fettlement  of  Wyoming 
confilled  of  eight  townfhips,  each 
containing  a  fquare  of  five  miles, 
beautifully  fitnated  on  both  fides 
of  the  Sufquehanna.  In  fuch  a 
country,  fituation,  and  climate  as 
we  have  defcribed,  and  bleft  with 
a  foil  luxuriantly  fertile  ;  where 
every  man  pofreiTed  an  abundance, 
which  was,  however,  the  fruit  of 
moderate  labour  and  induftry  ; 
where  no  man  was  very  rich,  nor 
very  great ;  the  inhabitants  exhi- 
bited upon  the  whole,  fuch  a 
pidure  of  primeval  happinefs,  as 
has  feldom  been  equalled  ;  and 
fuch,  indeed,  as  humanity  in  its 
prefent  ftate  feems  fcarcely  capa- 
ble of  exceeding. 

The  fettlement  increafed  and 
throve  accordingly.  And  not- 
withllanding  its  infant  flate,  and 
the  oppofition  they  met  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, population  was  already 
become  To  vigorous  amongft  them, 
that  they  had  fent  a  thoufand  men 
to  ferve  in  the  Continental  army. 
Yet,  with  this  excefiive  drain 
from  the  cultivation  of  a  new  Co- 
lony, their  farms  were  ftill  (o 
loaded  with  plentiful  crops  of 
every  kind,  and  their  paftures  fo 
abundantly  covered  with  cattle, 
that  their  fupplies  to  the  army  in 
thofe  refpefts,  were  at  leall  in 
full  proportion  to  that  which  they 
afforded  in  men.  Nor  had  they 
been  deficient  in  providing  againll 
thofe  dangers,  to  which,  from 
their  remote  fituation,  they  were 
particularly  expofed  ;  and  had 
accordingly    cor.ftructed    for    that 


purpofe  no  lefs  than  four  forts, 
which  feemed,  at  leaft,  fully  fuf- 
ficient  to  cover  the  fettlement 
from  the  irruptions  of  the  fava- 

But  neither  the  happinefs  of 
climate,  the  fertility  of  foil,  nor 
the  remotenefs  of  fituation,  could 
prevent  the  evils  of  party  and  po- 
litical difcord  from  fpiinging  up 
amongO:  them.  It  might  indeed 
appear  from  the  fupply  of  men 
-which  they  had  fent  to  the  army, 
that  only  one  political  principle 
pervaded  the  fettlement  ;  a  fup- 
ply fo  ill  fuited  to  the  ftate  and 
ftrength  of  an  infant  colony,  that 
it  feems  diihcult  whether  to  ad- 
mire more,  the  excefs  of  zeal 
from  which  it  proceeded,  or  the 
total  want  of  prudence,  policy, 
and  wifdom,  under  which  it  was 
direfted.  But  notwithftaoding 
this  appearance,  they  had  no  in- 
con  fiderable  mixture  of  loyalifts 
among  themfelves,  and  the  two 
parties  were  aduated  by  fcnti- 
m.entsofthe  moft  violent  animo- 
fity.  Nor  were  thefe  animcfities 
confined  to  particular  families  or 
places,  or  marked  by  any  line  of 
diftindlion  ;  but  creeping  within 
the  roofs,  and  to  the  hearths  and 
boards  where  they  were  leaft  ex-: 
peded,  ferved,  as  it  afterwards 
fatally  appeared,  equally  to  poi- 
fon  the  fources  of  domeftic  fecu- 
rity  and  happinefs,  and  to  cancel 
the  lavvs  of  nature  and  humanity. 

It  v.'ould  fcem  extraordinary,  if 
fuch  inftances  had  not  occurred 
upon  other  occafions,  that  this  de- 
voted people  had  frequent  and 
timely  warnings  of  the  danger  to 
which  they  were  expofed  by  fend- 
ing all  their  bed  men  to  fo  great 
a  diftance,  without  their  taking 
any  tiraelv  meafares  lor  their  re- 
call. 
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call,  or  even  for  procuring  a  fub- 
ftitute  of  defence  or  protefiion. 
Their  quiet  had  been  interrupted 
by  the  favages,  joined  with  ma- 
rauding parties  of  their  own  coun- 
trymen, in  the  preceding  year ; 
and  it  was  only  by  a  vigorous  op- 
pplition,  in  a  courfe  of  fuccefs- 
fu-I  ficirmiihes,  that  they  had  been 
driven  ou"  or  difperfed.  Several 
of  thofe  whom  they  called  Tories, 
and  others  who  had  not  before 
been  fufpefted,  had  at  that  time 
and  fince  abandoned  the  fettle- 
ment,  and  along  with  a  perfeil, 
and  confequcntly  dangerous  know- 
ledge of  ail  the  particulars  of  their 
fituation  and  circumftances,  were 
well  known  to  have  carried  along 
with  them  fuch  a  ftock  of  private 
refentmcnt,  from  the  abafement 
and  infults  they  had  fuffcred  from 
the  prcva  ling  party,  as  could  not 
fail  to  give  a  direction  to  the  fu- 
ry, and  even  a  new  edge  to  the 
cruelty,  of  their  favage  and  in- 
veterate enemies. 

A  fort  of  public  a£t  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  fettiement  fince 
the  Inll  invanon,  was  preceded 
with,  and  produdive  of  circam- 
Ilanccs,  which  aftbrded  caufe  for 
the  greatelc  alarm,  and  for  every 
poiTible  d:.'fenfive  precaution.  An 
unufu;il  number  of  Ibangera  had, 
under  various  pretences,  and  the 
ianClion  of  thatuniverfalhofpitality 
which  once  fo  much  diHinguilhcd 
America  from  the  old  world,  come 
into  the  Colony,  where  their  be- 
haviour became  fo  fufpicious,  that 
they  were  at  length  taken  up  and 
examined,  when  fuch  evidence 
appeared  r.gainft  feveral  of  them, 
of  their  aciing  in  direct  concert 
with  the  enemy,  on  a  fcheme  for 
the  deilruciioii  of  the  fettlements, 
that   about  twenty   were    fent  oii' 


under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Con- 
necticut, in  order  to  be  there  im- 
prifoned  and  tried  for  their  lives. 
The  remainder  of  tbefe  llrange 
Tories,  againft  whom  no  fufiicient 
evidence  could  be  procured,  were 
only  expelled.  It  was  foon  well 
known,  that  this  meafure  offend- 
ing their  fellows  to  Connecticut, 
had  excited  the  rage  of  thofe  call- 
ed Tories,  in  general,  whether 
in  arms  on  the  frontiers,  or  other- 
wife,  in  the  moll  extreme  dci- 
gree  ;  and  that  all  the  threats 
which  had  ever  been  denounced 
againft  this  people,  were  now 
renewed  with  aggravated  ven- 
geance. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the 
final  catailiophe,  the  Indians 
praftifed  a  more  refined  difiimur 
lation,  if  not  greater  treachery, 
than  had  been  cuftomary  with 
them.  For  feveral  weeks  previ- 
ous to  the  intended  attack,  they 
repeatedly  fent  fmall  parties  to 
the  fettiement,  charged  with  the 
flrcngeit  profeiTions  of  friendlliip, 
declaration?,  of  the  fulleft  defue 
and  intention  to  prelerve  the  peace 
inviolate  on  their  fide,  and  re- 
qucILs,  that  the  fame  favourable 
and  pacific  difpofition  might  be 
entertained  and  cultivated  on  the 
other.  Thefe  parties,  befides  lul- 
ling the  people  in  their  prefent 
deceitful  fecurity,  anfwered  the 
purpofes,  of  communicating  with 
their  friends,  and  of  obierving 
the  immediate  ftate  of  afrairsin  the 
Colony.  Some  alarm,  or  fenfe 
of  their  danger,  began,  however, 
to  fpread  among  the  people,  and 
letters  were  lent  to  General  Walh- 
ington,  and  to  others  in  authorir 
ty,  reprefenting  their  fituation, 
and  demanding  immediate  airut- 
ance.  As.  the  i'laiQ  more  nearly 
approached,- 
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approached,  fome  fmall  parties  of 
the  enemy,  more  impatient  than 
the  reft,  or  more  eager  and  cove- 
tous to  come  in  for  the  firft  fruits 
of  the  fpoil,  made  fudden  irrup- 
tions into  the  fectlei-nent,  and 
committed  feveral  robberies  and 
murders;  in  the  courfe  of  which, 
whether  through  ignorance,  or 
whether  from  a  total  contempt  of 
all  titis  and  obligations,  they  mafTa- 
cred  the  unhappy  wife  and  five 
children  of  one  of  thofe  men,  who 
had  been  fent  for  trial,  in  their 
own  caufe,  to  Connefticut. 

At  length,  in  the  beginning  of 
■July,  1778,  the  enemy  appeared 
fuddenly,  but  in  full  force,  on 
the  Sufquehanna.  They  weri;  led 
by  Butler,  that  diftinguiihed  par- 
tizan,  whofe  name  we  have  alrea- 
dy mentioned  ;  who  was  affiiled 
by  moftof  thofe  leaders,  who,  like 
him,  had  rendered  themfelves  ter- 
rible in  the  prefent  frontier  v/av. 
Their  force  was  eftimated  at  about 
1,600  men,  of  whom,  fomething 
lefs  than  one  fourth  were  Indians, 
led  by  their  own  chiefs ;  the  0- 
thers,  were  difguifed  and  painted 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  be 
dillingaiflied  from  the  favages, 
excepting  only  their  officers,  who 
being  dreff^d  in  regimentals,  car- 
ried the  appearance  of  regulars. 
One  of  the  fmaller  forts,  which 
was  moftly  garrifoned  by  thofe 
called  Tories,  was  by  them  given 
np,  or  as  it  was  faid  betrayed. 
Another  was  taken  by  ftorm, 
where,  although  they  maflacred 
the  men  in  the  moll  inhuman 
manner,  they  fpared  the  women 
and  children. 

It  feems  oJd  enough,  if  not  iin- 
gular,  that  another  Colonel  But- 
ler, and  faid  to  be  a  near  relation 
to  the  invader,  fiioiild  chance   to 


have  the  defence  of  Wyoming,  ei- 
ther committed  to  his  charge,  or 
by  fome  means  fail  to  his  lot. 
This  man,  with  nearly  the  whole 
force  of  the  fettlement,  was  fta- 
tioned  in  the  principal  fort,  called 
Kingfton  ;  whither  alfo,  the  wo- 
men, children,  and  defencelefs 
of  al!  forts,  as  the  only  place  of 
common  refuge,  crowded  for  fliel- 
(er  and  prote6lion.  It  would 
feem,  from  his  fituation  and  force 
in  that  place,  that  he  might  there 
have  waited,  and  fuccefsfully  re- 
fined, all  the  attempts  of  the 
er-iCmy.  But  this  man  was  fo 
wretclied'v  weak,  that  he  fulfered 
himfelf  to  be  enticed  by  his  name- 
fikc  and  kinfman,  to  abandon  the 
advaniagf>  and  fecufity  afforded  by 
his  forUefs,  and  to  devo:e  thofe 
under  his  charge  to  certain  de- 
ftruclion,  by  expofing  then  naked 
to  fo  fevere  an  enemy.  Under  the 
colour  of  holding  a  parley  for  the 
conclufion  of  a  treaty,  he  was  led 
into  an  aj^reement,  that  upon  the 
enemy  withdrawing  their  force, 
he  ftould  march  out  to  hold  a 
conference  with  them  in  the  open 
field,  and  that  at  fo  great  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  forr,  as  iTiut  out 
every  pofiibilicy  of  the  protedUon 
which  it  otherwife  afforded.  To 
render  this  meafure  flili  more  un- 
accountable, he,  at  the  fame  time, 
fhewed  fo  great  a  diflruft  of  the 
enemy,  and  feemed  fo  thoroughly 
npprehe.nfive  of  their  defigns,  that 
he  marched  400  men'  well  armed, 
being  nearly  the  whole  ftrcngth  of 
his  garrifon,  to  guard  his  perfon 
to  the  place  cf  parley. 

Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  was 
greatly  furprized  at  finding  no- 
body to  treat  v/ich  ;  but  not  being 
willing  to  return  without  finifhing 
his  ballRei"?,  he  advanced  towards 

the 


II]       ANNUAL    RE 

the  foot  of  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  ftill  hoping  that  he 
might  hearorfeefomethingofthofe 
he  wanted.  As  the  country  began 
to  grow  dark  and  woody,  a  flag 
at -length  appeared,  at  a  confide- 
rable  dillance  among  the  buflies, 
the  holders  of  which  feemed  fo 
much  afraid  of  treachery  and  dan- 
ger from  his  fide,  that  they  re- 
tired as  he  advanced ;  whilft  he, 
endeavouring  to  remove  this  ill 
impreflion,  ftill  purfued  the  flag. 

This  commander  of  a  garri- 
fon  did  not  once  perceive  his  dan- 
ger, until  his  party  was  thorough- 
ly enclofed,  and  he  was  fuddenly 
awakened  from  his  dream,  by 
finding  it  attacked  at  once  on 
every  fide.  His  behaviour  in  this 
wretched  fituation,  could  fcarcely 
have  been  expefted  from  the  con- 
du£l  which  led  him  into  it.  He 
and  his  party,  notwithftanding 
thofe  circumftances  of  furprize 
snd  danger  which  might  have 
difconccrted  the  mod  veteran 
troops,  fouglitwith  refolution  and 
bravery  ;  and  kept  up  fo  continual 
and  heavy  a  fire  for  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  that  they  feemed 
to  gain  a  marked  fuperiority  over 
their  numerous  enemy. 

In  this  critical  moment  of  dan- 
ger, fome  fudden  impulfe  of  fear, 
or  premeditated  treachery  in  a 
foldier,  which  induced  him  to  cry 
cut  aloud  that  the  colonel  had  or- 
dered a  retreat,  determined  at 
once  the  fate  of  the  party,  and 
pcflibly  that  of  the  final  author  of 
their  ruin.  In  the  ftate  of  con- 
fufion  that  enfued,  the  enemy 
breaking  in  on  all  fides  without 
obilrudion,  commenced  an  un- 
refifted  flaughter.  Confidering  the 
great  fuperiority  of  numbers  on 
the  fide  of  the  vidlors,  the  fleet- 
jaefs  of  the  favages,  and  the  ficree- 
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nefs  of  the  whole,  together  witlj 
the  manner  in  which  the  van- 
quifned  had  been  originally  fur- 
rounded,  it  afibrds  no  fmall  room 
for  afionifhmenc,  that  the  com- 
mander of  the  garrifon,  with  a- 
bout  fevcnty  of  his  party,  (hould 
have  been  able  to  effed:  their  ef- 
cape,  and  to  make  their  way  good 
to  a  fmall  fort  on  the  other  fide 
cf  the  river. 

The  conquerors  immediately 
invefled  Fort  KingRon,  and  to 
cheer  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the 
weak  remaining  garrifon,  fent  in 
for  their  contemplation,  the  b'oo- 
dy  fcalps  of  200  of  their  late  re- 
lations, friends,  and  comrades. 
Colonel  Dennifon,  the  prefent 
commander  of  the  fort,  feeing  the 
impoliibility  of  any  efleftual  de- 
fence, not  having  force  fufficient 
even  to  man  the  works  for  one 
effort,  went  with  a  flag  to  Butler, 
to  know  what  terms  ke  would 
grant  on  a  furrender;  to  this  ap- 
plication of  weaknefs  and  mifery, 
Butler,  with  all  the  phlegm  of  a 
real  favage,  anfwered  in  two  fhort 
words,  "  the  hatchet."  In  thefe 
dreadful  circumftances,  the  unfor- 
tunate governor  having  defended 
his  fort,  until  moft  of  the  garrifon 
were  killed  or  difabled,  was  at 
length  compelled  to  furrender  at 
difcretion.  Some  oi'  the  unhappy 
perfons  in  the  fort  Were  carried 
away  alive ;  but  the  barbarous 
conquerors,  to  fave  the  trouble  of 
murder  in  detail,  fhut  up  the 
greater  part  promifcuoufly  in  the 
houfes  and  barracks,  which  hav- 
ing then  let  on  fire,  they  enjoyed 
the  favage  pleafure  of  beholding 
the  whole  confumed  in  one  ge- 
neral blaze. 

They  then  piucecded  to  the  on- 
ly remaining  fort,    called  Wilkef- 
bproughj  which,  in  hopes  of  ©b- 
;aining 
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taming  mercy,  was  furrendered 
without  refillance,  or  without  even 
demanding  any  conditions.  Here 
the  tragedy  was  renewed  with  ag- 
gravated horrors.  They  found 
here  about  feventy  of  thac  fort  of 
militia,  who  are  engaged  by  the 
different  provinces,  merely  for  the 
guard  and  defence  of  their  refpec- 
tive  frontiers,  and  who  are  not 
called  to  any  other  fervice.  With 
thefe,  as  objefts  of  particular  en- 
mi 'y,  the  {laughter  was  begun  ; 
and  they  were  butchered  with 
every  poiiibie  circumftance  of  the 
moil  deliberate,  wanton,  and  fa- 
vape  cruelty.  The  remainder  of 
the  men,  with  the  women  and 
children,  not  demanding  fo  much 
particular  attention,  were  fhut  up 
as  before  in  the  houfes,  which 
being  fet  on  fire,  they  perifaed  all 
together  in  the  flames. 

A  general  fcene  of  devaftation 
was  now  fpread  through  all  the 
townlhips.  Fire,  fword,  and  the 
other  different  inftruments  of  de- 
ftruftion  alternately  triumphed. 
The  corn  fields  were  fee  on  fire,  and 
the  Handing  corn,  now  almoil 
ready  for  the  fickle,  burnt  as  it 
grew.  The  houfes,  furniture, 
valuables  of  every  kind,  together 
with  all  thofe  improvements  which 
owed  their  rife  to  the  perfevering 
toil,  and  patient  induitry  of  m.an, 
were  as  completely  deltroyed,  as 
their  nature,  or  the  induitry  of 
of  th^  fpoilers  v/ould  admit. 
The  fettlements  of  the  Tories 
alone,  generally  efcaped,  and 
appeared  as  iflands  in  the  midii:  of 
the  furronndinfy  ruin.  It  has  been 
often  obferved,  that  the  praclice 
and  habit  of  cruelty  with  refpei^ 
to  any  particular  objed,  begets  a 
facility  in  its  execution,  and  a 
difpofition  to  ks  commifiion,  with 
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regard  to  all  others.  Thi^s,  thefe 
mercilefs  ravagers,  when  the  main 
objects  of  their  cruelty  were  ex- 
haufled,  feen^ed  to  direct  their 
animofity  to  every  part  of  living 
nature  ;  and,  as  if  it  were  a  relax- 
ation or  aniufement,  cut  cut  the 
tongues  of  the  horfes  and  cattle, 
Icaviiig  them  flill  alive  only  to 
prolong  their  sgonies. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
more  fingular  or  detached  circum- 
flances  of  barbarity,  which  are  re- 
lated as  parts  of  this  maflacrc.    A 
Captain   Bedlock,  who  had    been 
taken     prifoner,     being     ftripped 
naked,  had  his  body  Ituck  full  of 
fharp   pine   fplinters,    and   then   a 
heap  of  knots  of  the  fame   wood 
being  piled  round  him,  the  whole 
was  fee  on  fire,  and  his  two  com- 
panions, the  Captains  Ranfon  and 
Durgee,    thrown    alive    into    the 
flames.     It  is   faid,    that   the   re- 
turned Tories,  who  had  at  different 
times  abandoned  the  fettlement  *n 
order  to  join  in  thofe  favage  Expe- 
ditions, were  the  moll  diilinguifhed 
for  their  cruelty.     Among   thefe, 
one,  whofe  mother  had  married  a 
fccond    hufband,    butchered    with 
his    own    hands,     both     her,    his 
father-in-law,  his  ov/n  fillers,  and 
their    infant   children.      Another, 
who,  during  his'abfence,  had  fent 
home  feveral  threats  againll  the  life 
of  his  father,  now  not  only  realized 
them  in  perfon,  but  was  himfelf, 
with  his  own  hands,   the  ex'crmi- 
nator   of  his    whole   family;    mo- 
ther, brothers,  and  filters,  mingled 
their  blood   in  one  common   car- 
nage, with  that  of  the  ancient  huf- 
band and  father.      .  ,.„ 
However  painful  the  tafic  of  re- 
citing   fuch    horrible    barbarities, 
(many  of  the  wofft  circumicances 
of  which  are  fpared)  it  may  not 
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be  totally  iifelefs,  if  they  ferve  to 
produce  a  diilike  of  that  prompti- 
tude of  entering  into  wars,  which 
is  but  too  natural  to  people,  as 
well  as  to  princes^  when  they  fee 
the  confequences,  which  their  paf- 
iion,  okea  for  trivial  and  con- 
teinptible  ol)je6ls,  {o  frequently 
produce  ;  an^l  by  which  they  are 
jcrd  gradually,  not  only  to  great 
crimes  and  great  misfortunes,  but 
even  to  a  total  change  and  degra- 
dation of  their  nature. 

It  is  nece/f.iry  to  ouferve  with  re- 
fpeifl  to  the  deftruilion  of  Wyom- 
ing, that  as  no  narrative  of  the  ex- 
ploits of  the  leaders  in  that  tranf- 
aclion,  whether  by  authority  or 
othervvife,  has  as  yet  appeared  in 
this  country,  we  can  only  rely,  for 
the  autlienticity  of  the  fads  which 
we  have  uated,  upoH  the  accounts 
publifl'ied  by  the  Americans.  As 
thefe  have  already  been  long  ex- 
pofed  to  the  view  of  sll  Europe, 
without  their  yet  producing  afingle 
contra^didticn,  any  natural,  but  im- 
proper partiality,  which  might  be 
a  temptation  to  induce  us,  either 
to  draw  a  veil  over  the  whole,  or 
to  iupprefs  any  of  the  parts  of  that 
tranfadtion,  would  therefore  of 
courfe,  be  as  fruitlefs  in  the  ef/e£l, 
as  difgraccful  in  the  defign.  Happy 
fliould  we  deem  it,  for  the  honour 
of  humanity,  that  the  whole  ac- 
count was  dcaionitrated  to  be  a  la- 
ble.  The  ev;nt  has  already  fuewn, 
the  impolitic  nature  of  thcie  pro- 
ceedings, which  liave  only  ferved 
to  fix  a  bitter  and  lafting  refent- 
ment  in  the  minds  of  the  colonills. 

The  luiFerings  of  the  refugees, 
confiiding  moftly  of  women  and 
children,  (the  broken  parts,  and 
fcattered  relicks  of  families,  who 
bad  cfcapcd  to  the  woods  during 
th>i  different  fcenes  of  tliis  devaRa- 


tion)  were  little  iefs  deplorabl-5, 
than  thofe  of  their  friends  who  had 
periibed  in  the  ruinsof  their  houfes. 
Difperfed  and  wandering  in  the  fo~ 
reils,  as  chance  and  fear  direfted 
their  ftepS,  without  any  mutual 
ki'ow!cdgeorcommunication,wich- 
ouc  provifion  or  covering,  they  had 
a  long  traft  of  defarts  to  traverfe, 
without  guide  or  diie£lion.  They 
accordingly  fuffercd  every  degree 
ol"  diflrefs.  Several  women  were 
delivered  alone  in  the  woods,  at  a 
great  diitance  from  every  pofnbility 
of  relief.  If  thefe,  through  vigour 
of  mind,  or  ftrength  of  cbnftitu- 
tion,  ofcaped,  undoubtedly  others, 
in  fimilar,  and  in  different  circum- 
llances,   pcriihed. 

Although  the  fate  of  Wyoming, 
and  the  lamentations  of  the  fur- 
vivors,  had  ferved  alternately  to 
frsezz  every  breatl  yvith  hcrror, 
and  to  meit  it  vyith  compaffion  ; 
yet  the  various  objefts  and  exigen- 
cies of  the  war,  rendered  the  Ame- 
ricans incapable  for  the  prefenti 
ol  executinor  that  veno-eance  on 
their  lavage  enemy,  which  was^ 
however,  fully  intended  at  a  proper 
feafon.  Some  fmall  expeditions 
were,  indeed,  undertaken,  which, 
from  the  difnculties  attending 
them,  and  the  fpirit  of  enterprise 
under  which  they  were  conduded^ 
v/ere  not  deftitute  of  merit,  and 
confequently,  are  not  unworthy  of 
obiervation,  in  the  narrative  of  a 
campaign  not  diflinguiihed  by  any 
adtivity  in  the  great  and  fpiendid 
operations  of  war. 

Of  this  fort  was  an  expedition 
undertaken  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fummer  from  Virginia,  under  the: 
condud  of  a  Col.  Clarke,  with  a 
fmall  party  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  men.  It  cannot  but 
appear  aiionilhing  to  thofe,  wh& 
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liave  been  2;encrally  ufed  to  con- 
template military  operations,  only 
as  they  are  circumicribed  within 
the  narrow  confines  of  European 
countries,  that  the  object  of  this 
cnterprize  was  at  To  valt  a  diftance, 
as  that  the  party,  in  their  way, 
were  cbiioed  to  traverfe  no  ieis 
than  about  1200  miles,  of  a 
boundlefs,  uncultivattd,  and  un- 
inhabited walle,  through  which 
they  were  under  a  necelfuy  of  con- 
veying, every  necelTary  for  fub- 
fiftence,  and  every  equipment  for 
aftion.  It  is,  however,  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  their  conveyance,  for 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  way, 
was  by  water. 

Their  objeft  was  the  reduftion 
of  thofe  French  fettlements,  which 
had  been  planted  by  the  Canadians 
©n  the  upper  Milfifippi,  in  that  fine 
and  fertile  region,  as  it  is  defcribed, 
which  taking  its  name  from  a  noted 
nation  of  Indians,  is  ealled  the  Il- 
linois country.  It  appears,  that 
much  of  the  mifchief  which  had 
f^ilien  upon  the  fouthern  and  mid- 
die  colonies  from  the  incurfions  of 
the  favages,  had  been  attributed  to 
the  aftivity  of  the  governor  of  thofe 
fettlements ;  who,  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  troubles,  ailing 
as  an  agent  for  government,  and 
paying  large  rewards  for  fcalps, 
)iad  befides  been  indefiitigable  in 
his  continual  endeavours  of  excit- 
ing the  Ohio  and  MiiTifippi  In- 
dians, to  undertake  expeditions 
againlt  the  back  fettlements.  This 
conduft  was  the  motive  to  the  prc- 
fent  diftant  expedition. 

The  party,  afcer  a  long  courfe 
down  the  Monongahela,  and  what 
might  be  coniidered  in  point  of 
excent,  as  a  voyage,  on  the  Ohio, 
arrived  at  length  at  the  great  falls 
of  the  latter,  within  about  60  miles 


of  its  mouth,  v/hcre  they  hid  their 
beats,  and  bent  their  courfe  by 
land  to  the  northward.  In  this 
llage  of  the  expedition,  afcer  con- 
fuming  all  the  provifion  which  they 
had  been  able  to  carry  on  their 
backs,  they  endured  a  hard  march 
of  tu'o  days  without  any  fullenance. 
We  may  therefore  well  credit  their 
nflercion,  that  when  they  arrived  ia 
this  hungry  fcatc,  about  midnight, 
at  the  town  of  Kaficafkias,  they 
were  unanimoufly  determined  to 
take  ic  or  to  perifli  in  the  attempt. 

This  town  contained  about  250 
houfcs,  and  was  fufiiciently  fortified 
to  have  withitood  a  much  Itrongcr 
enemy  ;  but  as  the  imTgined  fecu- 
rity  which  the  people  derived  from 
their  remotenefs,  forbid  all  ideas  of 
danger,  it  of  courfe  fuperfeded  all 
precaution  againft  a  furprize.  Tiiis 
was  accordingly  as  complete  as 
poflible.  The  town  and  fort  were 
taken,  without  nolfe  or  oppoficion, 
before  the  people  were  well  ar.-ake; 
and  the  inhabitants  were  fo  efFcc. 
tually  fecured,  that  not  fo  much 
as  a  iingle  perfon  efcapcd  to  alarm 
the  neighbouring  fettlements.  The 
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governor,  Philip  Fv.ochebIave,  who 
was  considered  as  fo  inimical  to  the 
American?,  was  fent  to  Virginia, 
with  ail  the  written  inftruclions 
which  he  had  received  from 
Quebec,  Detroit,  and  Mlchilli- 
mackinack,  for  fetting  on  and  pay-' 
ing  the  Indians.  The  Inhabitants 
were  compelled  to  take  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  ; 
and  the  fort  became  the  principal 
citadel  and  head  quarters  of  the 
viftors. 

A  fmall  detachment  which  was 
pufhed  forward  from  this  place  on 
horiebacjc,  fnrprized  and  took  with', 
as  little  difficulty,  three  other 
French  towns,  which  lay  frorn 
fifteen 
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fifteen  to  about  feventy  miles  far- 
ther up  the  Miflirippi.  In  all,  the 
inhabitants  feem  to  have  transfer- 
red their  allegiance  with  great  fa- 
cility ;  nor  were  thofe  difperfed  in 
the  country  behind -hand  with 
them  ;  who,  wiihoQt  waiting  for 
any  operation  of  force  or  neceffity, 
flocked  in  by  hundreds  to  take  the 
new  oath. 

The  fituation  of  this  fmall  party, 
in  the  heart  of  the  Indian  country, 
at  the  back  of  fome  of  their  molt 
cruel  and  hoiliie  tribes,  in  the 
track  of  many  others,  and  more  or 
leis  in  the  way  of  all,  was  converted 
to  peculiar  advantage,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary aftivity,  and  unwearied 
fpirit  of  their  commander.  He  di- 
refted  and  timed  his  attacks  with 
fuch  judgment,  and  executed  them 
with  fuch  filence  and  difpatch,  that 
the  favages,  at  length,  found  their 
own  mode  of  war  effeftually  turned 
upon  them.  Surprized  in  their 
inmoft  retreats,  and  moft  fequeiler- 
ed  receffes,  at  thofe  times  and  fea- 
fons,  when  they  were  fcarccly  lefs 
indifpofed  for  aftion,  than  unpre- 
pared for  defence,  they  experienced 
in  their  own  huts  and  families,  that 
unexpedted  {laughter  and  detrac- 
tion, which  they  had  fo  frequently 
carried  home  toothers.  Thus  feel- 
ing, in  the  moil  fenfible  manner, 
thofe  calamities  which  they  were 
only  wont  to  adminiiler,  they  grew 
cautious  and  timid  ;  and  the  con- 
tinual danger  to  which  their  fami- 
lies were  expofcd,  damped,  for  a 
while,  the  ardour  of  the  warriors 
in  unaertaking  expeditions.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Ann.ericans  in  the 
back  fettlements,  not  only  hearing 
of  Clarke's  fuccefies,  but  imme- 
diately feeling  their  benefit,  began 
to  (hake  off  their  terror,  and  even 
feemed  by  degrees  to  partake  of  his 
fpiric  and  einerprize. 


An  expedition,  in  fome  degree 
of  the  fame  nature,  was  alfo  un- 
dertaken, from  the  remote  and  up- 
per parts  of  Penfylvania  in  the 
month  of  Oftober,  under  the  con- 
dud  of  a  Col.  Butler  ;  the  prefent 
being,  however,  as  much  direfted 
againft  feveral  confiderable  fettle-^ 
ments  belonging  to  thofe  people 
whom  they  called  Tories  (and  who, 
from  the  \iolence  of  their  pall  hof- 
tilities,  had  become  particularly 
obnoxious),  as  againll  the  Indians, 
with  whom  they  feem  to  have  been 
intermixed  as  one  people.  This 
party,  which  confilled  of  a  Penfyl- 
vania regiment,  covered  by  rifle- 
men and  rangers,  took  its  depar-» 
ture  from  Schoharie;  and  having 
gained  the  head  of  the  Delaware, 
marched  down  that  river  for  two 
days ;  from  whence,  turning  off  to 
the  right,  they  ftruck  acrofs  the 
mountains  to  the  Sufquehanna, 
which  was  the  fcene  of  aftion. 

Without  entering  into  a  detail  of 
particulars,  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
obferve,  that  they  totally  burnt 
and  dellroyed,  both  the  Indian 
callles  or  villages  in  that  quarter, 
and  the  other  fettlements.  But 
that,  notwithflanding  the  utmoll: 
addrefs  and  precaution  were  prac- 
tifed  for  the  purpofe  of  a  complete 
furprize,  the  inhabitants,  both  To- 
ries and  Indians,  had  the  fortune 
toefcape  ;  a  deliverance  of  no  fma'I 
moment  in  their  fituation  ;  as  the 
vengeance  for  V/yoming,  where 
they  bore  a  diiHnguiftied  part, 
would  undoubtedly  have  fallen 
heavy  upon  them.  The  deflruc- 
tiofi  was  extended  for  fevej-al  miles 
on  both  fides  of  the  Sufquehanna  j 
in  the  courfe  cf  which,  the  fruits 
of  a  plentiful  harvell,  together  with 
the  only  fav.'-mill  and  grift-mill  in 
that  whole  country,  (hared  an  equal 
fate   with   the   houfes   and   every 
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other  article  ufeful  or  neceflary  to 
man. 

The  difficulties,  diftrefTes,  and 
dangers,  which  the  party  encoun- 
tered in  this  expedition,  were  pe- 
culiar to  that  part  of  the  world  ; 
and  required  no  CmaJl  (hare  of  that 
patient  fortitude,  and  hardinefs  cf 
body  and  mind,  which  can  fcarcely 
be  acquired  without  long  habitude, 
under  certain  marked  circurnftances 
of  fituation,  by  any  ccnliderable 
number  of  meai.  Notwitafranding 
the  occafional  affiftance  which  they 
derived  from  their  pack-horfes, 
they  were  under  a  necefficy  of  car- 
rying fix  days  provifions  on  their 
backs  I  and  thus  loaded,  continu- 
ally to  wade  through  rivers  and 
creeks  cf  fuch  a  depth  and  magni- 
tude, that  they  would  fcarcely  ap- 
pear paflable,  without  any  incum- 
brance, to  men  unufed  to  fuch  fer- 
\ice.  In  thefe  circumftances,  after 
the  toil  of  a  hard  march,  and  in 
fome  fituations  not  venturing  to 
make  fires  for  fear  of  difcovery, 
they  were  obliged  to  endure,  with- 
out cover,  the  chilling  nights  and 
heavy  rains  peculiar  to  that  climate 
and  feafon  ;  whiift  their  arms  were 


rendered  ufelefs,  at  tlicfe  times 
when  they  were  moft  liable  to  the 
fudden  attack  of  an  enrag'^d  and 
cruel  enemy,  vvhcfe  principal  effort 
lay  in  that  fort  of  iurprize.  Th'^fe 
were,  however,  only  fmall  matters, 
when  compared  with  the  danger 
which  awaited  their  return,  and 
which  they  hardly  efcaped.  This 
was  the  fudden  riiing  of  the  ff^eat 
rivers  in  their  way,  oecafioned  by 
the  continual  rains,  whiift  they 
were  iliil  in  the  enemies  country, 
(who  were  very  ftrong  in  that  quar- 
ter) their  provifions  nearly  expend- 
ed, and  every  moment  affording 
frefh  room  for  apprehenfjon,  that 
their  return  would  become  totally 
impradicable.  A  ilrenuous  and 
bold  exertion,  to  which  fortune 
was,  at  leaft,  negatively  favourable, 
p: evented  the  fatal  confequenccs 
of  that  event. 

In  this  manner,  the  favage  part 
of  the  war  was  carried  on  in  Ame- 
rica with  mutual  boldnefs  and  per- 
fcvcrance  ;  and  waile  and  cr-jelty 
inflifted  and  retorted,  with  infinite 
variety  of  fcenes  of  horror  and 
difguft. 
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Kenjienv  of  conciliatory  meafures  purfued  hy  the  commijjioners  for  reficrin^ 
peace  in  America.  Attempt  to  open  afid  Jmooth  the  nvay  to  a  negcciation  by 
private  communications  and  correfpondence.,  fails  in  the  effeSl,  and  is  highly 
re/ented  by  the  Congrefs.  Refolutions  hy  that  body  againf  holding  any 
Communication  or  inter courfe  'with  one  of  the  commijjioners.  Gentle??ian  in 
qucjlron,  declines  acting  any  longer  in  the  commij/ion,  and  publijhes  a 
declaration  in  anfzver  to  the  Congrefs.  Declaration  Jrom  the  rejnaininy 
commijjioners  in  anj-iver  to  that  body.  Final  manifcjh  and  procla?nation 
by  the  commijjioners.  Cautiotiary  meafures  recommended  by  the  Con?reJ's 
to  the  people  ;  follonjoed  by  a  counter  metnifejio,  threatening  retcdiatio7t. 
Singular  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  the  Earl  of  Carlijie. 
American  expedition  for  the  reduclion  of  the  Britifr  fettlements  in  the  country 
cf  the  Hatches,  on  the  borders  of  the  MiJJlfppi.  Expedition  from  Nevj- 
York,  under  the  conduSl  of  Commodore  Parker  and  Colonel  Campbell,  for 
the  reduSlion  of  the  province  of  Georgia.  Landing  made  good,  and  the 
tebels  defeated.  Toivn  of  Savannah  taken,  and  the  prc-vince  in  general 
reduced.  Major-General  Prevof  arrives  fro?n  the  Jouth-tvard ;  takes  the 
tOKvn  and  fort  of  Sunbury,  and  affiimes  the  principal  command. 


'T  affords  no  fmall  degree  of 
pleafing  relaxation,  to  return 
from  a]}  the  rage  of  war,  and  all 
the  horrid  ferocity  of  favages,  ^nd 
once  more  to  tread  in  the  pleafing 
paths  of  civil  life.  We  have  in- 
deed beheld  the  firft  in  its  moll 
/hocking  and  degraded  form. 
Stripped  of  all  that  *'  pomp,  pride, 
**  and  circuniftance,"  which  ferve 
foftrongly  to  fcllinate  the  imagin- 
ation, and  divefted  of  that  glare  of 
glory,  which  throws  a  fhade  over 
its  deformitie?,  the  ghaftly  carcafs 
has  not  only  been  expofed  in  all  its 
nakednefs,  but  polluted  and  dif- 
tained  by  the  bloody  hands  of  bar- 
barians. Froni  fo  horrid  a  fcene 
we  naturally  turn  with  pleafure,  to 
trace  the  tranquil  mazes  of  nego- 
tiation, and  to  review  the  afls  and 
condud  of  men  in  the  moil  refined 
Itate  of  fociety. 

We  briefly  ftated  In  cur  lall:  vo- 
lume, the  inluperable  difficulties 


which  the  Congrefs  had  thrown  in 
the  way  of  that  conciliatory  fyftem, 
with  which  the  Commiflioners  had 
been  charged  from  England  to 
America  ;  and  that  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  independency,  or  the  total 
withdrawing  of  the  military  force, 
were  the  peremptory  and  only  con- 
ditions held  out  by  the  former, 
upon  which  they  would  admit  the 
opening  of  any  negociation.  One 
ol  the  gentlemen  who  was  appoint- 
ed in  the  commiflion,  having  ferved 
in  the  navy,  on  the  American  coaft, 
and  afterwards  been  governor  of  a 
province  there,  had  formed  con- 
fiderable  connexions,  and  an  ex- 
tenfive  acquaintance  in  that  coun- 
try ;  and  he  now  hoped  that  thefe 
circumftances  might  be  of  eflential 
fervice,  by  ufing  them  as  means  to 
facilitate  the  attainment  of  the 
great  objeft  in  view.  This  feemed. 
the  more  feafible,  as  his  parlia- 
mentary conduct  fince  that  time, 
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jhad  been  in  fuch  direft  oppoficion 
to  all  thofe  meafures,  which  were 
deemed  hoftile  or  oppreflive  with 
regard  to  the  Colonies,  that  it 
could  fcarcely  fail  of  greatly  in- 
creafing,  inltead  of  diminilhing, 
any  influence  which  he  might  then 
have  acquired.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  he  deemed  it  reafonable 
to  conclude,  that  the  direft  appli- 
cations of  friendfhip,  under  the 
covert  and  freedom  of  a  private 
correfpondence,  together  with  the 
fanftion  of  perfonal  efteem  and 
opinion,  might  operate  more  hap- 
pily in  fmoothing  or  removing 
thofe  difiiculcies  which  Hood  in  the 
way  of  an  accommodation,  than 
the  llifF,  tedious,  and  formal  pro- 
ceedings of  public  negociation.  He 
was  belides  well  aware,  as  indeed 
it  was  publicly  avowed,  that  the 
Commiflioners  laboured  under  the 
capital  impediment,  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, with  whom  they  were  to 
treat,  placing  no  manner  of  confi- 
dence in  tlie  faith  or  equity  of  the 
authority  under  which  they  afled  ; 
but  that  on  the  contrary,  their  di- 
llruft  of  adminiftration  had  grown 
fo  long,  and  was  become  fo  river- 
ted  and  confirmed,  that  they  iuf- 
pecled  every  propofal  that  was 
made,  as  held  out  only  to  circum- 
vent ;  and  as  the  mere  offspring  of 
duplicity  and  treachery.  To  re- 
move this  ill  imprelTion,  would 
have  been  evidently  an  objeft  of 
the  utmoft  importance  towards  the 
opening  of  a  negociation,  and  the 
hope  of  entering  into  a  treaty.  But 
if  the  accomplifhnient  of  this  ap- 
peared to  be  an  imprafticability, 
it  did  not  feem  a  very  unreafonable 
expeflation,  that  the  character 
which  this  gentleman  had  acquired 
in  his  political  capacity,  of  being 
aa  avowed  friead  to  the  rights  and 


conftitutional  liberties  of  America, 
further  Itrengthened  and  confirmed 
by  the  known  principles  of  the  op- 
pofition  in  general,  with  whom  he 
had  fo  long  afted  in  parliament; 
might  produce  that  necelTary  de- 
gree of  confidence  in  a  private, 
which  unhappily  could  not  be  ob- 
tained in  a  public  negociation. 

Under  fome  of  thefe,  and  per- 
haps other  ideas,  he  endeavoured 
to  commence  or  renew  a  private 
correfpondence  with  feveral  mem- 
bers of  the  Congrefs,  and  other 
perfonp  of  confideration.  Thus  ia 
fart,  endeavouring  to  ellablifli  a 
double  ryflem  of  negociation  ;  the 
one,  oftenfible,  with  the  Congrefs 
at  large  ;  the  other,  unfeen  and 
private,  with  individuals  whofe  in- 
fluence might  not  only  facilitate, 
but  even  in  fome  degree  direft, 
the  proceedings  of  the  former. 
Some  of  thefe  letters,  which  have 
been  publifhed,  feem  rather  of  an 
unufual  call,  confidering  the  pecu- 
liar circumftances  and  fituation  of 
the  writer.  While,  as  a  common 
friend  to  both  countries,  he  pa  • 
thetically  lamented  their  mutual 
calamities,  he  feemed  no  way  fpar- 
ing  in  his  cenfure  of  the  conduct 
and  meafures  on  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment which  led  to  the  prefenc 
troubles ;  nor  did  he  any  more  fup- 
port  the  j^uftice  of  the  original 
claims  fet  up  by  the  mother  coun- 
try, than  he  did  the  prudence  or 
policy  of  endeavouring  to  enforce 
them.  Upon  the  whole,  he  a{ed. 
a  freedom  with  the  authority  under 
which  he  acled,  not  cuftomary  with 
thofe  entrufted  with  delegated 
power,  and  afforded  fuch  a  degree 
of  approbation  to  the  conduit  oi 
the  Americans  in  the  pall:  refinance 
which  they  had  made  to  it,  as  is 
feldom  granted  by  negociators  to 
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their  opppnents.  But  it  was  per- 
"h^ps  not  ill  fi-tceu  to  coniirm  that 
charafter  of  neutrality,  which  might 
have  helped  l)im  to  iniinuate  him- 
felf  into  the  xniads~of  the  Ame- 
ricans. 

However  right  the  principles 
might  be,  upon  which  this  infi- 
ruating  fcheme  or  conciliation  was 
adopted,  its  eirefts  v/ere  rather  un- 
toward ;  a)id  the  CongreTs  effefted 
to  confidjs^r  it  in  a  very  different 
point  of  view,  from  that  in  which 
it  had  been  vviflied  or  intended  to 
be  placa«L  The  iivil;  inftance  of 
this  difpontion  that  appeared,  was 
in  a  refolntion  paffed  by  the  Con- 
grefs,  about  a  week  after  their  firfi 
communication  with  the  Com- 
niiSioners.  In  this,  after  ftating 
fimply  as  a  fadi,  and  without  any 
particular  direftion,  that  many  let- 
ters addrefied  to  individuals  of  the 
United  States,  had  been  lacely  re- 
ceived through  the  conveyance  of 
the  enemy,  and  that  fome  of  thefe 
were  found  to  contain  ideas,  infi- 
dioully  calculated  to  divide  and 
delude  the  people;  they,  therefore, 
earnedly  recommended  to  the  go- 
vernments of  the  rcfpeiTLlve  flates, 
and  itriftly  dirciled  the  commander 
in  chief,  and  other  officers,  to  take 
the  moil  CiTeftual  meafures  for  put- 
ting a  Hop  to  fo  dangerous  and 
criminal  a  correfpondence. 

This  was  followed  by  a  refolu- 
tJon  in  the  beginning  of  July,  that 
all  letters  of  a  public  nature,  re- 
ceived by  any  members  of  Con- 
grefs,  from  the  agents,  or  other 
fubjec^s  of  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, fliould  be  laid  before  that 
body.  It  need  fcarcely  be  doubted, 
that  tlie  contents  of  thefe  obje£ls 
of  enquiry  were  already  well 
known  ;  but  this  meafure  airorded 
a  fanftion  to  the  difclofure  of  pri- 
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viae  and  confidential  correfport- 
dence,  v/hich  was  indeed  necefTary 
to  lefl'en  its  odium,  and  at  the  fame 
time  held  out  authorized  ground 
to  the  CoRgrefs,  whereon  to  found 
their  intended  fuperftruclure.  Se- 
veral letters  being  accordingly  laid 
before  them,  a  paflage  in  one, 
from  Governor  Johnftone  to  Ge- 
neral Jofeph  Reed,  and  in  another, 
from  that  gentleman  to  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, together  with  an  account  given 
by  General  Reed,  of  a  verbal  mcif- 
fage  or  propofal  delivered  to  him 
by  a  lady,  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  Congrefi  for  entering  into  thole 
violent  meafuresy  by  which  they 
interdicted  all  intercourfe  and  cor- 
refpondence with  Mr.  johnftone. 

The  firll  of  thefe  exceptionable 
palTagcs,  went  no  farther  than  a 
fort  of  general  propclition,  that 
the  man  who  could  be  inftrumental 
in  reftoring  harmony  between  both 
countries,  would  deferve  more  from 
all  the  parties  concerned  in  or  af- 
fected by  the  quar/el  and  recon- 
ciliation, "  than  ever  yet  was  be- 
"  Itowed  on  human  kind." — The 
fecond,  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, was  more  particular.  After  a 
complimentary  tieclaration,  of  be- 
lieving the  men  who  conduced  the 
aftairs  of  America  incapable  of  be- 
ing influenced  by  improper  mo- 
tives, it,  however,  proceeds  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  the  negociation  in 
the  following  terms:  — "  But  in 
"  all  fuch  tranfaftions  there  is 
"  rifque  ;  and  J  think  that  who- 
"  ever  ventures  fhould  be  fecured, 
"  at  the  fame  time  that  honour 
"  and  emolument  fhould  naturally 
"  follow  the  fortune  of  thofe  who 
*'  have  fleered  the  vefTel  in  the 
*'  florm,  and  brought  her  fafely 
"  to  port.  I  think  that  Wafhington 
•*  and  the  Prefident  have  a  righc 
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"  to  every  favour  that  grateful 
**  nations  can  bellow,  if  they  could 
**  once  more  unite  our  interelb, 
*'  and  fpare  the  miferies  and  de- 
*'  vaftations  of  w^r." 

But  the  tranfaftion  in  which 
the  lady  was  concerned/ afforded 
the  principal  ground  for  that  in-r 
dignation  and  rcfentment  exprefied 
by  the  Congrefs.  This  matter,  as 
ftated  by  General  Reed,  went  to  a 
propofal  of  engaging  the  in  Cere  ft 
of  that  gentleman  in  promoting 
the  objedi  of  the  commiffion,  viz. 
a  reunion  between  the  tv/o  coun- 
tries, in  which  event,  he  fhouid 
receive  an  acknowledgment  froJTi 
government  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
fterling;  together  with  any  ofiice 
in  his  Majedy's  gift  in  the  colo- 
nies. To  which,  Mr.  Reed,  find- 
ing (as  he  fays)  that  an  anfwer  was 
expe£led,  replied,  that,  **  he  v/as 
*'  not  worth  purchafing  ;  but  fuch 
"  as  he  was,  the  King  of  Great- 
**  Britain  was  not  rich  enough  to 
"  do  it." 

.  ,  The  Conrrrefs  if- 

Aug.  iith.       --     ,        J     1       .• 
^     Q  lued   a  declaration, 

''    "  including  three  re- 

folutions,  upon  the  fubject,  which 
they  fent  by  a  flag  to  the  Britiih 
Commiffioners  at  New-Yorlc.  The 
declaratory  part  contained  a  recital 
at  length  of  thofe  paifngcs  in  the 
letters  which  we  have  taken  notice 
of,  together  with  the  particulars 
of  the  converfacion  which  had  pafied 
between  Mrs.  Fergufon,  the  lady 
in  queilion,  and  General  Reed.  By 
the  refolutions  they  determine. 
That  the  contents  of  the  laid  para- 
graphs, and  the  particulars  in 
Reed's  declaration,  cannot  but  be 
confidered  as  diredt  atterrpts  to 
corrupt  and  bribe  the  Congrefs  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 
That,  as  they  feel,  fo  they  ought 


to  demonftrate,  the  higheft  ami 
moft  pointed  indignation  againft 
fuch  daring  and  atrocious  attcmpits 
to  corrupt  their  integrity.  —  And, 
'*  That  it  is  incompatible  with 
"  the  honour  of  Congrefs  to  hold 
**  any  manner  of  correfpondence 
*'  or  intercourfe  with  the  faid 
"  George  Johnftone,  Efq;  efpe- 
"  cially  to  negociate  with  him 
"  upon  affairs,  in  which  the  caufe 
"  of  liberty  and  virtue  is  inte- 
"  refted." 

Thefe  proceedings  drew  out  an 
exceedingly  angry  and  vehement 
declaration  from  the  gentleman  in 
queftion  ;  in  which,  whatever  fufS- 
cient  caufe  he  had  for  indignation 
and  refentment,  the  immediate 
operations  of  palTion  v/ere,  perhaps, 
rather  too  apparent.  Thofe  per- 
fons,  and  that  body,  which  were 
lately  held  up  as  examples  of  virtue 
and  parriotifm  to  all  mniikind,  and. 
vvhofe  names  feenied  to  be  equalled 
with  the  motl  celebrated  in  an- 
tiquity; were  now,  not  only  found 
to  be  delliitute  of,  every  virtue  un- 
der heaven  ;  but  were  direftly 
charged  with  being  the  betrayers 
and  dellroyers  of  their  country  j 
with  adllng  diredtly  contrary  to 
the  fenfe  aiid  opinion  of  the  people 
in  general,  and  of  facrificing  their 
deaiell  interefts  to  the  ipoli:  un- 
worthy and  bafe  motives ;  and  with 
deluding,  their  unhappy  confti- 
tuents,  and  leading  them  blindfold 
to  irretrievable  ruin.  After  charg- 
ing the  Congrefs  with  forgetting 
every  principle  of  virtue  and  li- 
berty, it  creates  no  furprize  that 
he  declares  himfelf  indifferent  as 
to  [heir  good  opinion  ;  nor  that 
their  refolution  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing a  matter  of  offence  to  him,  that 
he  rather  confidered  it  as  a  mark 
of  di!lin(5tion, 

[B]  3  With. 
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With   refpedl   to   the    fafts    or 
charges   fta:ed   by    the    Congrefs, 
they  are  neither  abiblutely  denied, 
jior  acknowledged,  by  Mr.  John- 
ftone  in  this  piece ;  he  confequently 
does  not  enter  into  any  juftification 
of  his  own  conduct  ;   but  declares 
a  refervation  to  himfelf  of  the  li- 
berty, if  he  fhould  think  proper, 
of  publifhing,  before  he  left  Ame- 
rica,   fuch   a  juftification,    againft 
the  afperfions  thrown   on  his  cha- 
radler.     He  alfo    feems   indireftly 
to  deny  the  charge,  by  attributing 
the  refolutionf  to  the  malice  and 
treachery  of  tha  Congrefs,  who  in- 
tended them  only  for  the  porpoles 
of  intiaming   their  wretched  con- 
ftituents  to  endure  all  the  calami- 
ties  of  war,  and  as   a   means  for 
continuing  their  delufion,  thereby 
to   fruftrate  all    the    good    eiFeds 
intended  by  the  coinrniffion  for  the 
reiloration  of  tranquillity.     But  to 
defeat  their    purpofes  in   this  re- 
fpeft,  he  declared,  that  he  fliould 
for  the  future  decline  ading  as  a 
commifijoner,  or  taking  the  fmalleft 
fh.ire  in  any  bufinefs,  whether  of 
negociation  or  other,  in  which  the 
Congrefs  fhould  be  any  way  con- 
cerned. It  may  not  be  unneceffary 
here  to  obferve,  that  this  gentle- 
jnan  afterwards  abfolutely  difowned 
the  particular  tranfadion  with  Mr. 
Reed. 

The  tone  of  this  publication, 
accorded  but  badly  with  the  high 
and  flattering  eiogiums,  which  this 
gputieman  had  fo  lately  beftowed 
on  the  Americans,  in  thofe  very 
letters  which  were  the  fubjeft  of 
the  prcfent  conteft.  In  one  of 
thefe,  to  Mr.  Dana,  is  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  piijSage  :  —  "  If  you 
*'  foUuvv  the  example  of  Britain  in 
**  the  hour  of  her  pride,  infolence, 
"  and  madnefs,  and  refufe  to  hear 
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'  UP,  I  ftill  expeft,    fjnce  I   am 
'■'  here,  to  have  the   privilege  of 
•'  coming  among  yon,  and  leeing 
"  the  country  ;  as  there  are  many 
"   men,    whofe    virtues    I   admire 
"  above  Greek  and  Roman  names, 
"  that  I  fhould  be  glad  to  tell  my 
"  children  about."    The  fame  re- 
queft,  in  equivalent  terms,  appears 
in  a  letter    to   Mr.  Laurens,    the 
prefident;   and  in  that  to  General 
Reed,  among  other  not  diffimilar 
cxprrffions    are     the    following, — 
•'  Your  pen  and  your  fword  have 
"  both  been  ufed  with  glory  and  ad- 
"   vantage  in  vindicating  the  rights 
"  of  mankind,  and  of  that  com- 
"  munity    of  which   you    was    a 
"   part.     Such    a  conduft,  as   the 
"   firft  and  fuperior  of  all  human 
"  duties,  muft  ever  command  my 
"  warmeft   friendlhip    and   vene- 
"   ration." 

This  piece  from  the   Congrefs 
alfo  drew  out  a  declaration  in  an - 
fvver  from    the    other  Commiflion- 
ers,  viz.  Lord  Carlifle,  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton,  and  Mr.  Eden  ;  which 
went  to  a   total  and    folemn  difa- 
vowal,    fo  far    as  related    to    the 
prefent    fubjeft,    of  their    having 
had   any  knowledge,     diredtly   or 
indireftly,  of  thofe  matters  fpeci- 
fied  by  the  Congrefs.  They,  how- 
ever, took  care  at  the  fame  time  to 
guard  elFedually   againft  any   in- 
ference  that    might    from   thence 
be  drawn,  of  their  implying  any 
aflent  to  the  conftrudlion  put  upon 
private     correfpondence     by     the 
Congrefs  ;  or  of  their  intimating 
thereby  a  belief,  that  any  perfon 
could     have    been    authorized    to 
hold    the    converfation    ftated    by 
that  body.     With  refpeft  to  the 
charges  and  refolutions,  fo  far  as 
they   related  merely   to   their  late 
brother    commillioner,    tb^y    did 
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not  think  it  neceflary,  they  faid, 
TO  enter  into  any  explanation  of 
the  conduft  of  a  gentleman,  whofe 
abilities  and  integrity  did  not  re- 
quire their  vindication.  They 
however  gave  a  teftimony  from 
their  own  knowledge  to  the  libe- 
rality of  his  general  fentiments, 
and  the  fair  and  equitable  princi- 
ples upon  which  he  had  wilhed 
to  reftore  the  harmony,  and  to 
eftab'.ifn  the  union,  between  the 
Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies, 
on  terms  mutually  beneficial. 

But  the  great  objedls  of  this 
declaration,  as  well  as  of  that 
ifl'ued  by  Governor  Johnftone,  and 
of  other  former  and  fublequcnt 
publications,  were  to  defeat  the 
effeft  of  the  French  treaties,  to 
controvert  the  authority  of  the 
Congrefs,  with  refpeft  to  its  ac- 
ceptance or  confirmation  of  them, 
and  to  render  the  conduft  of  that 
body  fufpicious  or  odious  to  the 
people.  For  thefe  purpofes,  hav- 
ing firft  laid  it  down  as  an  i'lcon- 
trovertible  faft,  that  an  alliance 
with  France  was  totally  contrary 
to  the  interefts  of  America,  and 
muft  in  its  elFefts  prove  utterly 
fubverfive,  both  of  her  civil  and 
religious  rights,  they  then  pro- 
ceeded to  demonftrate,  that  fhe 
was  not  bound,  in  honour,  nor 
tied  down  by  any  principle  of 
public  faith,  to  adhere  to  thofe 
treaties.  In  fupport  of  this  doc- 
trine, they  endeavoured  to  efta- 
bliih  as  proof,  that  the  French 
conceffions  owed  their  origin  en- 
tirely to  the  conciliatory  propofi- 
tions  of  Great  Britain.  For  that 
being  well  aware  of  the  returning 
union,  felicity  and  ftrength,  which 
the  lenient  conduft  of  the  crown 
and  parliament  would  immedi- 
ately   introduce    thrQughout    the 
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Britifh  Empire,  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles,  merely  with  a  view  of 
prolonging  the  troubles,  and  of 
rendering  the  Colonies  inftru- 
ments  to  Gallic  ambition  and 
perfidy,  fuddenly  complied  with 
thofe  conditions,  and  figned  thofe 
treaties,  which  Ihe  had  before 
conftantly  and  difdainfully  re- 
jefted. 

They  then  proceeded  to  exa- 
mine the  validity  of  that  fanftioti 
which  thofe  treaties  were  fuppof- 
ed  to  derive,  from  the  confirma- 
tion which  they  had  fince  re- 
ceived in  America  ;  and  endea- 
voured much  to  ellablilh  as  a  ge- 
neral do6lrine  and  opinion,  that 
the  Congrefs  had  far  exceeded 
their  powers,  both  in  that  refpe£t, 
and  in  their  laving  down  unrea- 
fonable  and  inaamifTible  prelimi- 
naries, as  an  infuperable  bar  to 
their  own  propofed  negociatlon, 
and  to  defeat,  without  hearing  or 
deliberation,  all  the  amicable 
purpol'es  of  their  milTion.  They 
infilted,  that  the  Congrefs  were 
not  authorized  or  warranted,  by 
their  own  immediate  conftitution, 
to  take  fuch  decifive  meafures, 
and  finally  to  pronounce  upon 
queftions  of  fuch  infinite  and  lafl- 
ing  importance,  without  recurring 
to  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people, 
and  receiving  the  opinion  and  in- 
ftruftions  of  their  conftituents,  af- 
ter a  full  and  open  difcuflion  of 
the  different  fubjeiEls  in  their  re- 
fpedtive  affemblies. 

Upon  this  ground,  they  point- 
ed all  their  artillery  direftly  a- 
gainfl:  the  Congrefs ;  whom  they 
charged  with  betraying  the  trufl 
repofed  in  them  by  their  conlli- 
tuents,  with  afting  contrary  to 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  people, 
and  with  facrificing  their  interefts 
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tion  of  the  evidence.     But  not  fa- 


and  fafety,  to  their  own  ambi- 
tious views  and  interefted  defigns. 
Indeed,  however  ftrange  it  may 
appear,  there  feems  no  doubt, 
that  notwichftanding  the  repeated 
trials  which  the  long  continued, 
various,  and  extenfive  operations 
of  the  war  had  feemed  to  afford, 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  people  in 
fo  many  Colonies,  the  Commif- 
fioners  themi'eh'es  were  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  a  vaft  majority  of 
them  were  firmly  attached  to  the 
Bricifh  government,  and  totally 
adverfe  to  the  rebellion.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  confidered,  that 
all  the  information  they  could  re- 
ceive on  the  fubject,  was  through 
the  medium  of  men,  whofe  minds 
were  violently  heated,  by  their 
SafFerings,  their  loffes,  their  hopes, 
their  loyalty,  and  undoubtedly  in 
many  infiances,  by  their  private 
and  party  animofities. 

The  Congrefs,  and  thofe  who 
wrote  in  their  defence,  and  ap- 
parently with  authority,  contro- 
verted thef'e  pofitions,  the  infe- 
rences drawn  from  them,  and  the 
fads  they  were  founded  on^  They 
firfl  attacked  the  pofition  which 
would  naturally  operate  with  moll 
force  upon  the  minds  and  opinions 
of  men,  viz.  that  the  conciufion 
of  the  French  treaties  was  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  cotsciliatory 
propoficions  held  out  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  parliament.  This  they  af- 
ferted  to  be  contradided  by  fa(?.s 
and  dates ;  and  this  point  was 
ftrongly  urged  by  the  American 
popular  writers,  particularly  Mr. 
Drayton,  and  the  author  of  a  ce- 
lebrated publication,  entitled, 
from  the  figaature,  'Common  Sen/s, 
who  with  great  induftry  pointed 
out  to  the  public,  the  defedive- 
l^Qis,  incoherence,  or  cqntradic- 
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tiv^fied  with  apparently  gaining 
this  point,  they,  undertook  to 
prove  the  direft  reverfe  of  the  pro- 
poficion,  and  pretended  to  fhew, 
that  the  Britifh  conceffions,  in- 
ftead  of  being  the  caufe,  were 
the  immediate  effed,  of  the 
French  negociation  and  treaties. 
It  was  fhrewdly  obferved  in  one  of 
thefe  publications,  that  the  Com- 
miflioners,  who  now  totally  deni- 
ed that  the  Congrefs  had  any 
power  or  authority  to  conclude  the 
French  treaties,  had  themfelves 
propofed  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  that  very  body  ;  and  that  the 
uncommon  chagrin  and  difap- 
pointment  which  they  openly  a^ 
vowed  upon  meeting  with  a  refufal, 
was  a  iufHcient  teftimony,  how 
fully  they  were  fatisfied  of  its 
competence  to  that  purpofe. 

In  refuting  what  they  afierted 
as  errors  of  fadt  on  the  part  of  the 
Commiifioners,  fome  ©f  thefe  wri- 
ters did  not  fcruple  to  avail  them- 
felves of  the  fame  inflrument,  and 
,  afierted  things  which  were  not 
true,  or  which  are  at  leail  highly 
improbable.  Particularly,  that  to 
bribe  the  acquisfcence  of  France 
in  the  ruin  of  America,  that  pow- 
er was  offered  a  ceffion  of  fbme 
confiderable  part  of  our  Eaft  India 
pcffeiTions,  and  the  fame  privi- 
leges and  advantages  on  the  Coafl 
of  Africa,  which  were  enj6yed  by 
the  fubjefts  of  England. 

Although  the  Coramifnoners  did 
not  expert  that  the  fads  or  argu- 
ments flated  in  their  declarations, 
v/ouid  produce  any  ferviceable  ef- 
feft  in  the  conduft  of  the  Con- 
grefs, it  was  Hill  hoped,  that  they 
would  have  operated  powerfully 
upon  the  people  at  large.  This 
fource  of  hope  being  alio  at  length 
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cxhaufted,  and  the  CommifTioners 
convinced  by  experience,  that  the 
defign  of  detaching  any  particular 
province,  or  large  colledive  body 
of  the  people,  fo  far  from  the  ge- 
neral union  as  to  enter  into  a  pri- 
vate or  feparate  negociation.  Was 
as  fruitlefs,  as  the  attempt  of  open- 
ing a  treaty  with  the  Congrefs  in 
the  name  of  the  whole,  had  al- 
ready proved  ineffedlual,  deter- 
mined totally  to  change  their 
mode  of  conduct,  and  to  de- 
nounce hoftiiity  and  deftruftion, 
in  their  moll  terriiic  forms,  to 
thofe  who  had  rejedfed  conciliation 
and  ftiendfhip.  The  operations 
of  terror  might  pofhbly  produce 
thofe  cfFeds,  which  the  fmooth 
language  of  peace  was  found  in- 
capable of  attaining  ;  or,  if  the 
lofs  of  America  was  inevitable,  it 
was  determined  to  render  it  of  as 
little  value  to  its  prefeut  and  fu- 
ture poffclfors  as  pofTible. 

The  partizans  of  the  predatory 
fcheme  in  England,  from  whom 
this  idea  feems  to  be  taken,  af- 
ferted,  that  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try expofed  it  more  to  the  ravage 
of  fuch  a  war  as  was  intended  or 
threatened,  than  pernaps  any  o- 
ther  upon  the  face  of  the  globe. 
Its  vail  line  of  fea  coaft  was  inde- 
fenfible  by  any  pollibie  means, 
again  ft  the  efforts  of  a,  fuperior 
marine,  accompanied  by  fuch  a 
moderate  land  force,  as  would  be 
necelTary  for  the  purpofes  of  a  de- 
fuhory  and  exterminating  war; 
and  thofe  numberlefs  navigable 
creeks  and  rivers,  which  had  ia 
happier  days  conveyed  commerce 
to  every  door,  and  fpread  plenty, 
independence,  and  iuduitry,  thro' 
every  cottage,  now  afforded  equal 
means  and  facility,  for  the  carry- 
ing of  fudden  and  inevitable  de- 
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ftrudion,  home  to  the  moft  fe-. 
queftered  fire  -fide.  The  imprafti- 
cabiiity  of  evading  the  dangers 
arifing  from  fituation  was  farther 
increafcd,  by  that  mode  of  living 
in  fmall,  open,  fcattered  towns 
and  villages,  which  the  nature 
and  or!ginal  circumftances  of  the 
country  had  prefcribed  to  the  in- 
habitants. 

The  CommifTioners  0&..  3d. 
accordingly  iiTued  and  1778. 
publifhed  that  fignal  valedidory 
manifefto  and  proclamation,  which. 
has  fincc  been  an  objed  of  fo  much 
difcuffion  at  home  and  abroad; 
and  which  has  afforded  a  fubjed, 
that  was  no  lefs  agitated  in  both 
Houfes  of  the  Britiih  Parliament, 
than  in  the  American  Congrefs. 

In  that  piece,  they  entered  into 
a  long  recapitulation  of  fa(fts  and 
arguments  which  had  been  gene- 
rally ftated  in  former  declarations, 
relative  to  the  French  treaties,  the 
conduft  and  views  of  the  Con- 
grefs, their  criminal  obftinacy  ia 
rejefting  all  propofals  of  accom- 
modation, and  their  total  incom- 
petency, whether  with  refpedl  to 
the  conclufioti  of  treaties  on  the 
one  hand,  or  to  their  rejeiftion  on 
the  other.  With  an  enumeration 
of  their  own  repeated  endeavours 
for  the  reftoration  of  tranquility 
and  happinefs  to  the  people,  and 
a  review  of  the  great  advantages 
held  out  by  the  equitable  and 
conciliatory  propofitions  which 
they  had  made,  they  announce 
their  intention  of  fpeedily  return- 
ing to  England,  as,  under  the 
circumftances  of  treatment  and 
rejedlion  which  they  had  experi- 
enced, their  longer  ftay  in  Ame- 
rica would  be  as  inconfiftent  with 
their  own  dignity,  as  with  that 
of  the    authority  which    they  re- 
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prefented-  They,  however,  held 
out  during  the  remainder  of  their 
ftay,  the  fame  favourable  condi- 
tions, and  fhould  ftill  retain  the 
fame  conciliatory  difpofuion  and 
fentiments,  which  they  had  hi- 
therto propofed  or  manifefted. 

The Commiffionersthen  thought 
it  neceffary  to  inform  and  warn 
the  people,  of  the  total  and  ma- 
terial change  which  was  to  take 
place,  in  the  whole  nature  and 
future  conduft  of  the  war,  if  they 
ihould  ftili  perfevere  in  their  obdi- 
nacy ;  more  efpecially,  as  that 
was  founded  upon  the  pretended 
alliance  with  France.  Upon  this 
fubjeft  they  expreffed  themfelves 
as  follows  :  "  The  policy,  as  well 
*'  as  the  benevolence  of  Great 
*'  Britain,  had  hitherto  checked 
"  the  extremes  of  war,  when 
*'  they  tended  to  diilrefs  a  people, 
*'  ftiil  confidered  as  fellow-fub- 
'*  jefts,  and  to  defolate  a  coun- 
**  try,  fhortly  to  become  again  a 
•*  fource  of  mutual  advantage  ; 
"  but  when  that  country  profefTes 
*'  the  unnatural  defign,  not  only 
*'  of  eftranging  herfelf  from  us, 
**  but  of  mortgaging  herfelf  and 
*'  her  refources  to  our  enemies, 
**  the  whole  conteft  is  changed  ; 
**  and  the  quellion  is,  how  far 
*'  Great  Britain  may,  by  every 
*•  means  in  her  power,  deftroy  or 
**  render  ufelefs,  a  conneftioii 
**  contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for 
"  the  aggrandizement  of  France. 

"  Under  fuch  circumftances, 
**  the  laws  of  felf-prefervation 
"  muft  direft  the  condufl  of 
"  Great  Britain  ;  and,  if  the 
"  Briiilh  Colonies  are  to  become 
*'  an  acceilion  to  France,  will  di- 
*'  refb  her  to  render  that  accef- 
"  fion  of  as  little  avail  as  pofii- 
*•  bl.e  to  her  enemy." 


Thefirft  ad  of  the  Con-  , 

grefs  in.  confequence  of  this  '°  ' 
manifefto,  was  a  cautionary  de- 
claration or  notice  to  the  public, 
ftating,  that  as  there  was  every 
reafon  to  expeft,  that  their  unna- 
tural enemies,  defpairing  of  be- 
ing able  to  enflave  and  Aibdue 
them  by  open  force,  would,  as 
the  laft  eiforc,  ravage,  burn, 
and  deftroy  every  city  and  town 
on  that  continent,  which  they 
could  come  at  ;  they  therefore 
ftrongly  recommended  to  all  thofe 
people,  who  lived  ia  places  expo- 
led  to  their  ravages,  immediately 
to  build  huts,  at  the  diftance  of  at 
leaft  thirty  miles  from  iheir  prefent 
habitations,  whither  they  were  to 
convey  their  wives,  children,  cat- 
tle, and  effeds,  with  all  who  were 
incapable  of  bearing  arms,  on 
the  hrft  alarm  of  the  enemy. 

So  far,  the  poliry  of  the  mea- 
fure  was  prudent  and  juftifiable  ; 
but  the  following  claufe  of  this 
public  inftrument,  however  co- 
loured by  a  difplay  of  humanity, 
confined  merely  to  terms,  towards 
its  conclufion,  or  even  covered 
under  the  pretence  of  being  in- 
tended only  to  operate  in  terro- 
rem,  can  fcarcely  efcape  condem- 
nation, as  being  exceedingly  re- 
prehenfible  and  unjuft  in  its  prin- 
ciple. The  refolution  is  couched 
in  the  following  words,  viz. 
'  That  immediately  when  the 
'  enemy  begin  to  burn  or  deftroy 

*  any  town,  it  be  recommended 
'  to  the  people  of  thefe  ftates,  to 
'  fet  fire,  to  ravage,  burn  and 
'  deftroy,  the  houfes  and  pro- 
'  perties  of  all  Tories,  and  ene- 
'  mies  to  the  free:^,om  and  inde- 
'  pendence  of  America,  and  fe- 

*  cure  the  perfons  of  fuch,  fo  as 

*  to  prevent  them   from  affiliing 

'.'  ths 
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'^  the  enemy,  always  taking  care, 
**  not  to  treat  them  or  their  fami- 
*'  lies  with  any  wanton  cruelties, 
♦*  as  we  do  not  wilh,  in  this  par- 
*'  ticular,  to  copy  after  our  ene- 
"  mies,  or  their  German,  negro, 
"  and  copper-coloured  allies." 

This   was    followed,    in    about 
three  weeks,  by  a  counter  mani- 
fefto  on  the  part  of  the  Congrefs, 
filled  with  bitternefs  and  acrimony. 
In  this  they  boaft,  that  fince  they 
could  not  prevent,  they  llrove,  at 
leaft,  to  alleviate  the  calamities  of 
war ;  had    ftudied   to   fpare    thofe 
who  were  in   arms  againft  them, 
and  to  lighten  the  chains  of  cap- 
tivity.    In  contrail  to  this  portrait 
of  their  own  conduft,  they  drew  a 
hideous  pifture  of  thofe  enormities 
which  they  attribated  to  the  other 
fide.     They    charge    their   enemy 
with   having  laid  wafte   the  open 
country,     burned    the   defcncelefs 
villages,  and  having  butchered  the 
citizens  of  America.     That  their 
prifons    had    been    the    flaughter- 
houfes  of  her  foldiers,  their  (hips 
of  her  feamen,  and,  that  the  fe- 
vercft  injuries  had  been  aggravated 
by    the    groH'eft    infults.      That, 
foiled    in    their    vain    attempt    to 
fubjugate  the  unconquerable  fpirit 
of  freedom,  they  had  meanly  af- 
failed  the  reprefentatives  of  Ame- 
rica with  bribes,  with  deceit,  and 
with  the  fervilityof  adulation. 


"  reafon  itfelf,  by  endeavouring 
"  to  prove,  that  the  liberty  and 
"  happincfs  of  America  could 
"  fafely  be  entrufted  to  thofe  who 
"  have  fold  their  own,  unawed 
"  by  the  fenfe  of  virtue,  or  of 
"  fhame." 

They  conclude  the  piece  with 
the  following  threat  of  retaliation. 
"  But  fince  their  incorrigible  dif- 
"  pofitions  cannot  be  toached  by 
"  kindnefs  and  compallion,  it  be- 
**  comes  our  duty  by  other  means 
"  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  hu- 
"  manlty." 

"  We,  therefore,  the  Congrefs 
"  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
"  rica,  do  folemrily  declare  and 
"  proclaim,  that  if  our  enemies 
"  prefume  to  execute  their  threats, 
"  or  perfift  in  their  prcfent  career 
"  of  barbarity,  we  v.'ill  take  fuch 
"  exemplary  vengeance  as  fball 
"  deter  others  from  a  like  con- 
"  duft.  We  appeal  to  that  God 
**  who  fearcheth  the  hearts  of  men, 
"  for  the  retSlitude  of  our  inten- 
"  tions.  And  in  his  holy  pre- 
"  fence  we  declare,  that  as  we  are 
"  not  moved  by  any  light  and 
"  hafty  fuggeftions  of  anger  or  re- 
"  venge,  fo  through  every  pof- 
"  fible  change  of  fortune,  we  will 
"  adhere  to  this  our  determina- 
"  tion." 

Thus,    unhappily,   did   the   fe- 
cond  commiffion  for  the  reftoration 


As    a    fpecimen    of    the    fpirit  of  peace  in  America,  prove  as  fu- 

which  infpired  this  piece,    and  the  tile  in    the   event  as   the  former, 

acrimony  with  which  it  abounds.  Although  it  w^ould  be  too  much  to 

we  111  all  give  the  following  paffage  aflirm,   that  any  propofal  made  by 

in    their  own   language — '*   They  the  commifiioners,  or  any  circum- 

"  have  made  a  mock  of  humanity,  fiances    attending    their    miffion, 

"   by    the   wanton    dellruftion    of  could  have  been  produftive  of  the 

"  men  :  they  have  made  a  mock  defired  effeft,  after  the  conclufion 

"  of  religion,  by  impious  appeals  of  the    French   treaties  ;  it  would 

"  to  God,  whilll  in  the  violation  however  feem,  that  nothing  could 

"of  his  facred  commands:  they  have  been  more  untoward  in  point 

*'  have   made    a    mock   even   of  of  time,  and   more   fubverfive  of 

the 
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the  purpofes  of  their  commlHior!, 
than  the  fiidden  retreat  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, which  took  place  almoft 
at  the  inftant  of  its  being  opened. 
However  necefiary  this  meafare 
might  have  been,  confiiered  in  a 
military  view,  the  difgjace  of  a 
retreat,  and  the  lofs  of  a  province, 
were  undoubtedly  omens  very  in- 
aufpicious  to  the  opening  of  a  ne- 
gociation.  Jt  has  been  publicly 
{aid,  (however  llrange  it  murt  ap- 
pear) that  one  of  the  commif- 
ifionei'S,  at  ieaft,  was  totally  unac- 
quainted, even  at  the  time  of  their 
arrival,  that  this  meafure  was  not 
only  intended,  bat  that  the  orders 
for  its  execution  aftually  accom- 
panied their  iriiOion. 

Asif  Fortune  had  defigned,  that 
this  commifiion  fhould  have  been 
diftinguiflied  in  every  part  of  its 
exiflence  from  -all  others,  it  was 
alfo  attended  with  the  fingular  cir- 
cumltance,  of  a  letter  from  the 
Marquis  De  la  Fayette,  (vvhofe 
military  condud  had  placed  him 
very  hioh  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Americans,  as  well  as  in  their  fcr- 
vice)  to  the  Earl  of  Cariifle,  chal- 
lenging that  nobleman,  as  firll 
commiliioner,  to  the  field,  there  to 
anfvver  in  his  own  perfon,  and  in 
fingle  combat,  for  fome  harninefs 
of  reflection  upon  the  conduft  of 
the  French  court  and  nation, 
which  had  appeared  in  thofe  pub- 
lic aits  or  inRruments,  that  he  and 
his  brethren  had  iHhed  in  their  po- 
litical capacity.  It  is  almoit  need- 
lefs  to  obferve,  tliat  fuch  propofal, 
which  could  only  be  excufed  by  na- 
tional levitv,  or  the  heat  and  inex- 
perience of  youth,  was  rejeded  by 
the  noble  Lord  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dreffed,  with  the  flight  that  it  de- 
ferred . 

Whilft  New  York,  tlie  Jerfies, 
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Pennfylvania,  and  the  borders  of 
Connecticut,  had  hitherto  endured 
all  the  calamities  of  war,  it  for- 
tuned, th.it  tlie  northern  and  fou^ 
thern,  as  we!!  as  the  more  interior 
colonies,  enjoyed  noinconfiderable 
degree  of  general  tranquility.  The 
early  tranfaftions  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bolloa,  the  attempt 
on  Charleftown,  Lord  Dunmore's 
adventures  in  Virginia,  with  the 
fubjugation  of  the  Tories  in  North 
and  South  Carolina,  being  the 
principal  exceptions  to  this  obfer- 
vation.  The  continual  petty  ho- 
jflilities  carried  on  between  the  in- 
habitants of  the  two  neighbouring 
weak  colonies,  of  Georgia  and 
Eall  Florida,  ferved,  however,  to 
keep  the  rumour  of  war  alive  to 
the  fouthvvard  ;  and  an  expedition 
undertaken  in  the  fpring  of  this 
year  by  a  party  of  Americans, 
conveyed  its  effeds  to  the  Miihfip- 
pi,  and  afforded  no  fmall  caufe  af 
alarm,  to  the  whole  new  colony  of 
AVeft  Florida,  which  had  hitherto 
been  totally  clear  of  the  general 
tumult. 

'I'he  expedition  was,  however, 
confined  in  its  prefenc  effect  to  its 
immediate  ohjeft,  which  only  ex- 
tended to  the  redudion  of  the  Bri- 
ti!h  fettlements  in  that  country 
which  had  formerly  belonged  to  a 
diftingui(Ked  Indian  nation  called 
Natches;  who  many  years  before 
had  fallen  victims  to  European 
policy,  the  whole  people  having 
been  perfidioufly  exterminated  by 
the  French.  Thefe  fettlements 
were  under  the  government,  and 
confidered  as  a  part  of  Weft  Flo- 
rida ;  but  being  too  remote  for 
protection,  if  it  could  even  have 
t)een  afforded,  the  inhabitants  pre- 
ferved  their  property  by  farren- 
dering  without  refiftance  to  a  Cap- 
tain 
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tain  Willing,  who  cornmanded  the 
American  parcy,  and ,  who,,  al- 
though they  were  furpwzed  and  to- 
tally in  his  power,  tjranred  thent 
every  conditiuu  which  tliey  re- 
quired, for  their  prerenc  and  fu- 
ture leeuriiy.  It  Icenis  by  the  ac- 
count, as  if  this  party  had  fallen 
down  the  MifGlippi  by  water  ;  but 
from  what  place  is  not  Ipecified. 
Ic  is  probable,,  and  fcems  in  fome 
degree  confirmed  by  lubfequent 
events,  that  the  objeds  of  this  ex- 
pedition were  not  confined  merely 
to  the  reduclion  of  the  country  in 
qucliion,  but  were  extended  to  the 
ellabHihment  of  an  intimate  cor- 
refpondence  with  tlie  Spaniards  at 
New  Orleans,  and  to  further  views 
upon  Weft  Florida. 

The  ftate  and  circumftances  of 
the  vvar,  as  well  as  of  the  forces 
under  his  command,  together  with 
the  winter  feafon,  which  rellraincd, 
if  it  did  not  entirely  fhut  tsp  en- 
terprize,  in  the  northern  and  cen- 
tral colonies,  afforded  an  opporta- 
nity  to  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  year^  to 
direfl;  his  views  to  the  fouthward. 
The  recovery  of  the  province  of 
Georgia,  although  in  itfelf  nei- 
ther great  nor  powerful,  was  in 
various  refpe<tls  a  matter  of  the 
utmoft  importance.  Its  products 
were  indeed  confiderable,  and  ren- 
dered more  fo,  by  their  being 
greatly  wanted.  In  particular, 
nothing  could  be  more  efTentiai  to 
the  fupport  of  a  fleet  and  army,  at 
fo  great  a  diftance  from  their  prin- 
cipal fources  of  fupply,  than  its. 
Itaple  commodity,  rice,  which  was 
now  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  our 
enemies,  whether  in  Europe  or 
America.  The  poffeiiion  of  this 
province  would  alfo,  by  prefencing 
a  new  barrier  to  the  enemy,  re- 
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lieveiEaft  Florida  from  thofe  con- 
fidant alarms,  incurfions,.  and  dan- 
gers, to  which  ic  h^d  been  fo  long 
expofed.  And  the  two  Florida's, 
with  this,  would  all  together  form 
fuch  an  aggregate  eftablifhment  of 
ftrength  at  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  th:t  continent,  as  could  not  fail 
greatly  to  influence  the  future  ope- 
ratioiii  and  fortune  of  the  war. 

Important  as  tliefe  objefts  were, 
this  acquiiition  held  out  one  flill 
greater.  The  foutherrj  colonies 
produced  thofe  conunodities  whicli 
were  moil:  wanted  and  rnoil  va- 
luable in  the  European  markets. 
France  took  off  a  prodigioqs  quan- 
tity of  their  ftaple  produils ;  and 
the  quiet  and  fecurity  which  they 
had  hitherto  enjoyed,  admitted  {o 
vigorous  a  cultivation,  that  their 
export  trade  feemed  little  other- 
wife  aifedlfd  by  the  war,  than  what 
it  fufrered  from  the  Britifh  cruizers. 
Thus,  in  eiieft,  the  continental 
credit  in  Europe  was  principally 
upheld  by  the  fouthern  colonies} 
and  they  became  the  medium 
through  which  tliey  received  thofe 
fuppli'es,  that  were  not  only  indif- 
penfibly  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of 
the  war,  but  even  to  the  con- 
ducing of  the  common  bufinefs 
and  affairs  of  life.  The  recovery 
of  Georgia,  would  not  only  put 
an  end  to  that  quiet  and  fecuricy 
upon  which  fo  much  depended,  but 
would  open  fo  wide  a  door  into 
South  Carolina,  as  could  never  be 
elxedually  clofed  whilllic  was  held 
by  a  vigorous  enemy  ;  at  the  fame 
time,  tha:t  the  vicinity  of  Charief- 
towa  would  conftantly  e^soofe  it  to 
his  enterprize,  and  that  the  fate  oi: 
the  whole  colony  inevitably  hung 
upon  that  of  the  capital. 

All  thefe  important  confequen- 

cej,  and  perhaps  oth«rjj.  v/e.re  fylly. 

CO  .15  pre- 
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comprehended  by  the  General ; 
and  the  time  and  feafon  ferving,  he 
entriilled  the  conduft  of  the  expe- 
dition in  the  land  department,  fo 
far  as  it  was  undertaken  from  New 
York,  to  Colonel  Campbell,  a 
brave  and  able  officer,  whofe  mif- 
fortune  of  being  taken  with  a  part 
of  his  regiment  on  their  paflage  to 
America,  as  well  as  his  fubfe- 
quent  fufferings  under  a  long  con- 
finement near  Bofton,  we  have  for- 
merly feen.  The  force  appointed 
to  att  under  this  gentleman's  com- 
mand, confifted  cf  the  71ft  "regi- 
ment of  foot,  two  battalions  of 
Heffians,  four  of  provincials,  and 
a  detachment  of  the  royal  artil- 
lery. 

The  tranfports,  with  this  force, 
failed  from  Sandy  Hook,  on  the 
27th  of  November  1778  ;  being 
eiborted  by  a  fmall  iquadron  of 
fhips  of  war,  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Hyde  Parker.  In 
the  mean  time,  inftruftions  had 
been  communicated  to  Major  Ge- 
neral Prevoft,  who  commanded  the 
troops  in  Eaft  Florida,  to  colled 
all  the  force  that  could  poflibly  be 
fpared,  from  the  mere  neceflary 
defence  of  the  fort  and  garrifon  of 
St.  Augulline,  and  to  Tecond  the 
views  of  the  expedition,  by  a  vi- 
gorous invafion  of  the  province  of 
Georgia  on  that  fide,  and  by  even 
endeavouring  to  penetrate  fo  far, 
as  to  be  able  to  co-operate  imme- 
diately with  Colonel  Campbell,  in 
his  intended  attack  on  the  capital 
town  of  Savannah. 

It  does  not  feem  from  any  thing 
that  appears,  that  the  Americans 
were  aware  qf  the  objett  of  this 
enterprize  ;  or,  perhaps,  the  grear- 
nefs  of  the  diftance,  prevented 
their  being  able  to  take  any 
rncafure   for   defeating  its   eiFed. 
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The  fleet  arrived  at  the  -p,  j 

ifland  of  Tybee,  near  ^^^'  ^^^v 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Savannah, 
in  fomething  under  a  month.  On 
the  following  day,  the  Commo- 
dore, with  the  greater  part  of  the 
tranfports,  got  over  the  bar,  and 
anchored  in  the  river,  within  the 
Light  Houfe  of  Tybee  ;  but,  from 
feme  unavoidable  circumftances  of 
delay,  it  was  not  until  the  27th 
that  they  were  there  joined  by  the 
reft  of  the  fleet.  The  commanders 
being  totally  ignorant  of  the  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  ftate  of 
defence  which  they  were  to  en- 
counter, feized  this  opportunity  of 
delay,  in  endeavouring  to  procure 
intelligence.  For  this  purpofe,  a 
company  of  light  infantry,  with  a 
naval  officer  and  failors,  were  dif- 
patched,  in  two  flat  boats,  up  one 
of  the  creeks,  and  had  the  fortune 
of  feizing  and  bringing  off  two 
men,  who  afforded  the  moft  fatif- 
fadlory  information.  The  com- 
manders were  now  acquainted, 
that  the  batteries  which  had  been 
confuufted  for  the  defence  of  the 
river,  bad  been  fomuch  neglefted, 
as  to  be  grown  out  of  repair  and 
condition  ;  and,  that  there  were 
very  tew  troops  in  the  town,  but 
that  re-inforcements  were  daily 
expefted.  They  alfo  gave  fuch 
exaft  information,  of  the  fltua- 
tion  of  two  row  gallies,  which 
had  been  armed  for  the  defence  of 
the  river,  as  afforded  means  after 
for  cutting  off  their  retreat,  by  any 
of  thofe  numerous  creeks  which  in- 
terfetl  that  country. 

Up";n  this  intelligence,  the  com- 
manders determined  to  lofe  no 
time  in  the  profecution  of  their 
enterprize.  Colonrl  Campbell  had 
already  ieized  the  opportunity  af- 
forded by  the  deiay,  in  making  a 

new 
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new  and  advantageous  arrange- 
ment with  lefpedl  to  part  of  his 
force.  He  had  formed  two  corps 
of  light  infantry,  which  were 
drawn  from  the  provincial  batta- 
lions, and  attached  one  of  thefe 
to  Sir  James  Baird's  light  com- 
pany, of  the  71ft  (Highlanders), 
and  the  other  to  Captain  Cameron's 
company,  of  the  fame  regiment. 
A  meafure  excellently  calculated, 
to  transfufe  the  fpirit,  vigour,  and 
confidence  of  veteran  troops,  equal- 
ly inured  to  danger  and  to  vidlory, 
to  thofe  who  being  yet  raw,  were 
diffident  of  their  own  powers,  from 
mere  ignorance  of  their  effeil:. 

Every  thing  being  in  due  pre- 
paration, the  Vigilant  led  the 
way  up  the  river,  on  the  28th, 
being  attended  by  the  Greenwich 
and  Keppel  armed  veflels,  and 
followed  by  the  tranfports,  who 
formed  three  divifions,  in  the  order 
eftablifhed  by  the  commanders  for 
defcent.  At  the  fame  time  the 
Comet  bomb-galley  was  fent  up 
the  fouth  channel,  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  row-gallies  from  efcaping 
by  the  inland  navigations.  On 
finding  that  the  battery  on  a  place 
called  Salters  Ifland,  was  totally 
deferted  by  the  enemy,  the  armed 
veffels  pufhcd  forward  towards  the 
iniended  landing  place;  but  a 
number  of  the  tranfports  had 
grounded  on  the  Flats  by  the  way, 
which  neceir.irily  retarded  for  fome 
time  the  landing.  The  adivity 
■  and  judgment  of  Captain  Stanhope 
of  the  navy,  who  ailed  as  a  vo- 
lunteer in  this  fervice,  obviated 
this  difficulty,  as  far  as  its  nature 
would  admit.  Having  undertaken 
the  command  of  the  flat  boats,  he 
embarked  the  v/hole  firft  divifion  of 
the  troops  with  fuch  celerity,  that 
he  joined  the  Vigilaui  wi'.h  very 


little  lofs  of  time,  after  flie  had 
taken  that  ftation  which  the  fhal- 
lowneis  of  the  water  would  admit, 
at  about  random  cannon  fliot  dif- 
tance  from  the  landing  place.  It 
was,  however,  then  dark;  and  the 
enemy's  fires  fliewing  that  they  had 
taken  poll,  and  intended  defence, 
the  landing  was  deferred  until 
morning. 

The  deilined  landing  place  was 
a  poft  of  great  importance ;  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  of  accefs  ;  and 
which  was  accordingly  capable  of 
being  eafily  put  in  fuch  a  Hate  of 
defence,  as  might  have  cffeftuaily 
refifted  a  vail  fuperiority  of  force. 
But  it  was  the  firft  pradlicable 
landing  place  on  the  Savannah 
river,  the  whole  country  between 
it  and  Tybee  being  a  continued 
trad  of  deep  marfh,  interfedled  by 
the  extenfive  creeks  of  St.  Au- 
gulline  and  Tybee,  befides  a  num- 
ber of  other  cuts  of  deep  water, 
which  were  impaffable  by  troops  at 
any  time  of  the  tide. 

The  firft  divifion  of  the  troops, 
confiiting  of  all  the  light  infantry 
of  the  army,  the  New  York  vo- 
lunteers, and  the  firll  battalion  of 
the  7  ill  regiment,  under  the  con- 
duit cf  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mait- 
land,  were  landed  at  break  of  day. 
From  the  landing  place,  a  narrov/ 
caufeway  of  fix  hundred  yards  in 
length,  with  a  ditch  on  each  fide, 
led  through  a  rice  fwamp  to  on-': 
Gerridoe's  houfe,  which  Hood 
upon  a  kind  of  blunt  and  abrupt 
promontory,  called  in  fea  lan- 
guage a  bluff,  rifing  confiJerably 
above  the  level  of  the  rice-fwamp. 
The  light  infantry  under  Captaia 
Cameron,  being  firil  landed, 
formed  diredlly,  and  pufhed  for- 
v.'ard  along  the  caufeway.  A3 
they  approached  the  poft  they 
meant 
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meant  to  attack,  they  received  a 
fmart  fire  of  mufquetry,  £rom  a 
fmall  party  of  about  fifty  rebels, 
to  whom  its  de'ence  had  been 
committed.  But  the  troops,  in- 
cenfed  at  the  Jofs  of  their  Cap- 
tain, who  had  fallen  by  that 
fire,  afforded  them  no  time  for 
charging  again,  fo  that  they  were 
almoft  inllantly  difperfed  in  the 
woods. 

Thus,  after  fo  much  time  as  the 
enemy  had  for  preparation,  fo 
weak  or  confufed  were  their  coun- 
fels,  that  a  moft  difficult  landing 
place  was  fecured  to  the  army, 
and  an  open  way  gained  to  their 
capital,  at  no  greater  expence  than 
the  lofs  of  one  brave  officer,  with 
about  half  a  doi:en  private  men 
killed  or  wounded.  Colonel 
Campbell,  having  taken  a  view 
of  th.e  country  from  Gerridoe's 
farm,  difcovered  the  rebel  army, 
tinder  Major  General  Robert 
Howe,  drawn  up  about  half  a 
mile  eaft  of  the  town  of  Savan- 
nah, with  feveral  pieces  of  can- 
non  in  their  front.  He  was 
prompted  by  this  fight,  the  ap- 
prehenlion  of  their  retiring  un- 
molefted  and  whole,  and  the  length 
of  fervice,  which  that  early  hour 
of  the  day  promifed  to  afford,  to 
pufh  forward  with  the  troops  al- 
ready landeJ,  and  to  expeft  the 
remainder  as  they  could  come  up. 

The  commander  in  chief  ac- 
cordingly, having  left  'a  detach- 
ment to  gua  "'  the  landing  place, 
advanced  direftly  towards  the 
enemy.  V/hen  the  army  had 
palled  a  crcfs  road,  v/hich  inter- 
ledled  the  great  one  leadir.g  to  the 
town,  the  divifion  of  the  Wif- 
fenbach  regiment  was  left  to  take 
poll  at  that  place,  both  in  order 
to  cover  the  rear,  and  to  preferve 
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the  communication  with  the  land- 
ing place.  The  troops  then  ad- 
vanced along  the  great  road  in 
the  utraofl  fecurity  ;  a  thick  im- 
penetrable wooded  fwamp  co- 
vered the  left  of  the  line  of 
march,  and  the  light  troops  and 
flankers  effectually  fcouied  the  cul- 
tivated plantations  on  the  right. 

From  whatever  caution  or  delay 
it  happened,  the  troops  did  not 
.  reach  the  open  country  before  three 
o'clock,  at  which  time  they  halted 
within  about  a  thoufand  yards  of 
the  enemy.  The  enemy  were  in 
appearance,  and  fancied  them^- 
felves  exceedingly  flrongly  polled; 
and  would  in  reality  have  been 
found  fo,  had  the  Britifti  com- 
mander made  the  attack  exaftly  in 
the  manner  they  wilhed,  and  to 
which  they  had  vainly  directed  all 
their  views  and  expectation.  They 
were  yet  to  be  inllri}6ted  in  one  of 
the  moll  obvious  maxims  of  war- 
fare, that  the  very  caufes  which 
induced  them  to  wifh  the  attack  to 
be  made  in  a  particular  quarter, 
would,  almoll  to  a  certainty,  pro- 
duce a  contrary  effect,  and  direft 
its  operation  elievvhere. 

They  were  formed  in  two  di- 
vifions  on  either  fide  of  the  great 
road.  Half  their  regular  forces, 
confifting  of  two  regiments  of  Ca- 
rolina troops,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Eugee,  extended  from 
the  read,  on  their  left,  to  a  wooded 
fwamp  on  their  right,  which  was 
covered  by  houles  defended  with 
rifle-men.  The  other  divifion  of 
their  regular  troops,  confifcing  of 
part  of  three  Georgia  battalions, 
under  Colonel  Elbert,  with  the: 
road  to  their  right,  were  covered 
on  the  left  by  rice  fwamps ;  beings 
further  flrengthencd  by  the  fort  of 
Savannah  Eiuff  behind  their  left, 

which 
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which  would  have  operated  in  at-  of  the  commander,  whofe  intelli- 

tack  as  a  fecond  flank.    T'he  town  gence   he   turned   to    the  happieft 

of  Savannah,  encompafTed  with  the  account.     This  man   knew  a  pri- 

remains  of  an  old  line  of  entrench-  vace    path    through    the    wooded 

ment,     covered    their   rear.     One  fwamp    on     the     enemy's    right, 

piece  of  cannon  was  planted  at  the  through  which  he  promifed  to  lead 

extremitv  of  their  line  on  the  right,  the  troops  without  obfervation  or 

one  on  the  left,  and  two  pieces  oc-  difficuky.     To  profit  the  more  ef- 

cupied  the  traverfe,  acrofs  the  great  fedlually  of  this  difcovery,  it  hap- 

road,  in  the  center  of  their  line,  pened    that    the   hollow   way   into 

About  100  paces  in  front  of  this  v/hich  the  light  infantry  had  now 

traverfe,  at  a  critical  fpot  between  fallen,  continued  winding  all  round 

two    fwamps,     a    trench    was    cut  the  rear  of  the  army  until  it  joined 

acrofi   the    road,    and    about    loc  the  morafs  and  wood  in  queftion. 

yards   in    front  of  the    trench,    a  Sir  James   Baird   was  accordingly 

marlhy  rivulet  run  almoft  parallel  direfted  to  purfue  the  courfe  of  the 

the  whole  extent  of   their   front  ;  valley  with  the  light  infantry,  un- 

and  to  render  the  paffiige  Hill  more  til  he  arrived  at  the  path  pointed 

difficult,    they    had    dellroyed  the  out    by   his   guide,    by    which  he 

bridge  which  led  over  this  brook.  would  be  enabled  to  turn  the  ene- 

Col.  Campbell  foon  difcovered,  my's  right  flank,  and  by  a  inode- 

by  the  countenance,  as  well  as  the  rate  circuit  to  fall  in  upon  the  rear 

movements  of  the  enemy,  that  they  of  that  wing.    The  New-York  vo- 

equally  wiflied  and  expelled  that  he  liinteers,  under  Colonel  Tumbull, 

Jhould  attack  them  on  the  left;  and  were  ordered  to  fupport  the  light 

he  accordingly  omitted  no  means  infantry. 

that  could  ferve  to  cherifli  thatcpi-  During  the  ccurfe  of  this  move- 
nion,  and  continue  its  delufion.  ment,  the  artillery  were  formed  in 
For  that  purpofe  he  ordered  the  ift  a  field  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
battalion  of  the  71ft  to  draw  off"  concealed  from  the  enemy  by  a 
and  form  on  the  ri^ht  of  the  road,  fwell  of  ground  in  front,  up  which 
and  then  marching  up  to  the  rear  it  was  intended  to  run  them,  as 
of  the  light  infantry,  that  corps  foon  as  the  fignal  was  made  for 
was  drawn  off  jli'l  more  to  the  aftion.  From  that  commanding 
right,  thereby  increafmg  the  jea-  ground,  they  could  either  bear  ad- 
ioufy  of  the  enemy  for  their  left,  vantagcoufly  upon  the  right  of  the 
and  impreiling  a  full  idea,  that  he  rebel  line,  or  cannonade  any  body 
was  in  the  z&  of  extending  his  of  troops  in  flank,  which  they 
front  to  that  quarter.  The  happieft  might  detach  into  the  wood  to  re- 
effect  of  this  nianceavre,  however,  tard  the  progrefs  of  the  light  in- 
was,  that  the  light  infantry  had  fantry.  An  Hefiian  regiment  v/as 
thereby  got  into  a  holJovv  ground,  formed  upon  the  left  of  the  artil- 
by  which  they  were  totally  covered  lery. 
from>the  view  of  the  enemy.  During    all    this    time,     totally 

Fortune,  the  great  friend  to  en-  blind  to  their  danger,  the  enemy 

terprize  in  war,  and  whofe  favours  continued  tcamufs  them fel vesv/ith 

no  prudent  officer  will  ever  denv,  their  cannon,  although  a  Angle  fire 

had  thrown  a  negro  in;o  thehandi  was  not  returned  j  a  circuniftarce. 

Vol.  XXII.  [C]                                  which. 
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which,  along  with  the  ftillnefs  and 
rmmobiiity  of  the  Bricilh  troops, 
might  have  .veafonably  excited  ap- 
prehension, diftrurt,  and  watchful- 
nefs.  At  length.  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, convinced  that  the  light  in- 
fantry had  got  eftedtually  round 
upon  their  rear,  fuddenly  brought 
forward  the  cannon,  and  com- 
manded the  line  to  move  briffcly  on 
to  the  enemy.  The  well-direfted 
fire  of  the  artillery,  the  rapid  ad- 
vance of  the  71ft  regiment,  and 
the  forward  countenance  of  the 
Helhans,  fo  overpowered  the  ene- 
my, that  they  inftantly  fell  into 
confulion,  and  difperied. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  light  in- 
fantry having  arrived  at  the  new 
barracks,  which  were  full  in  the 
way  they  were  making  to  the  rear 
of  the  enemy,  fell  in  unexpeftedly 
with  a  body  of  the  militia  of  Geor- 
gia, who  were  there  ftationed  with 
artillery,  to  guard  the  great  road 
from  Ogeeche ;  thefe  were  foon 
routed,  with  the  lofs  of  their  can- 
non, and  as  Sir  James  Baird  was 
in  full  purfait  of  the  fugitives,  in 
his  way  to  fall  upon  the  main 
body,  the  terrified  and  fcattered 
troops  of  the  Carolina  and  Georgia 
brigades,  came  running  acrofs  the 
plain  full  in  his  front.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  confufion  and  rout 
that  now  enfued,  when  the  light 
infantry,  with  the  rapidity  pecuHar 
to  that  corps,  threw  themfelves 
in  headlong  upon  the  flanks  of  a 
flying  enemy,  already  fufficiently 
broken  and  eonfufed. 

No  viftory  was  ever  more  com- 
plete. 38  commiflioned  officers, 
41  5  non-commiflioned  and  privates, 
48  pieces  of  cannon,  23  mortars, 
the  fort  v/ith  its  ammunition  and 
ftores,  the  fliipping  in  the  river, 
a    large    quantity   of   provilions. 


with  the  capital  of  Georgia,  were 
all  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  con- 
querors before  dark.  Neither  the 
glory  of  the  victory,  nor  the  mili- 
tary renown  arifing  from  the  ju- 
dicious meafu'-es,  and  admirable 
:nanoeiivres  which  led  to  it,  could 
refteft  more  honour  upon  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  than  every  other 
part  of  his  conduft.  His  triumph 
was  neither  diftained  by  an  unne- 
ceflary  effufion  of  blood,  nor  de- 
graded by  prefent  or  fubfequent 
cruelty.  The  moderation,  cle- 
mency, and  humanity  of  all  his 
conduct,  will  be  confldered  ftill  the 
more  prarfe-worthy,  when  it  is  re- 
colledled,  that  he  was  under  the 
immediate  impreffion  of  fuch  pe- 
culiar circumftances  of  irritatiori 
and  refentment,  as  had  not  been 
experienced  by  any  other  Britifb 
ofHcer,  who  had  borne  comm.and 
during  the  American  war. 

The  lofs  of  the  Americans  in 
flain  was  very  fmall,  confidering 
the  nature  of  the  complete  roue 
they  had  undergone.  Only  about 
fourfcore  men  fell  in  the  aftion  and 
purfuit,  and  about  thirty  more  pe- 
riilied  in  their  attempts  to  efcape 
through  the  fwamp.  The  conduft 
of  their  commanders  requires  no 
obfervation.  Every  body  v/ill  fee 
they  kn^w  nothing  of  their  bufi- 
nefs.  Although  the  fugitives  fled-, 
and  confequently  led  the  purfuit, 
through  the  town  of  Savannah,  and 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  were 
then  in  the  ftreets,  yet,  fuch  was 
the  excellent  difcipline  obferved, 
that  rn  that  heat  of  blood,  not  a 
fingle  perfon  fufi^ered,  who  had  not 
arms  in  his  hands,  and  who  was 
not  befides  in  the  aft  either  of 
flight  or  refirtance.  The  comman- 
der having  received  fome  inform- 
ation, that  tke  fctting  of  the  ca- 
pital 
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pltal  on  fire,  in  cafe  of  its  lof?, 
had  been  once  a  matter  in  contenri- 
plation  with  the  enemy,  tdck  ef- 
feftual  meafares  to  guard  againfl 
that  defign,  if  itill  intended.  No 
place  in  iimilarcircumllances,  ever 
fufFered  To  little  by  depredation, 
as  the  town  of  Savannah  did  upon 
this  occafjon  ;  even  taking  into  the 
account,  that  committed  by  their 
own  negroes  during  the  darknefs 
of  the  approaching  night.  A  itrong 
circumftantial  teitimony,  that  thofe 
enormities,  fo  frequently  attributed 
to  the  licence  of  the  foldiers,  ftioiild 
with  much  more  jullice  be  charged 
to  the  indefenfible  condudl  of  their 
fuperiors  ;  whether  by  a  previous 
relaxation  of  dilcipline,  an  imme- 
diate participation  in  the  guilt,  or 
a  no  lefs  culpable  fufierance  of  the 
enormity. 

Through  the  aflivity  and  prompt 
union  of  the  commanders  in  chief 
by  land  and  fea,  and  the  fpirit  and 
diligence  of  their  officers.  General 
Howe,  with  the  broken  remains  of 
his  army,  was  not  only  con.pelled 
to  retreat  into  South-Carolina,  but 
notwithilanding  many  impedi- 
ments   in    their   way,     and    fome 

wants  not  eafily  remedied,  parti- 
cularly horfes   for   their  artillery, 

they,  within  lefs  than  a  fortnight, 

had  recovered  the  whole  province 

of   Georgia    (excepting   only    the 

town    of  Sunbury)   to   the  Britifli 

government.     In    that    time   they 

had     reftored     tranquillity    every 

where,   afforded    proteftion   to  all 

who    remained    in  or  returned   to 

their  houfes,  eflablifhed  fuch  poUs 

as  fecured  the  whole  line  of  frontier 

on  the  fide  of  South-Carolina,  and 

formed  the  well-affefted,  who  came 

in  with  their  rifles  and  horfes,  into 

a  corps  of  iigkt  drjigoons. 


In  the  mean  time.  Major- Gene- 
ral Pievoft  found  no  fmall  difficulty 
in  briiiging  together,  from  their 
Icritreved  and  remote  cantonments, 
the  f;nal!  parties  with  which  he  was 
to  make  an  impreffion  on  the  fide 
of  Florida.  The  get:ing  for-.vard 
his  artillery,  {lores,  and  provifions, 
as  the  ene;;.y  were  mailers  of  the 
navigation  in  genersl,  botlv  along 
the  coalls,  and  on  the  greater  wa- 
ters inland,  was  no  lefs  difficult. 
In  the!e  operations,  the  troops  un- 
derwent unufual  hariiftiips  and  di- 
ftrefie?,  which  they  bore  with  the 
molt  exemplary  fortitude  and  tem- 
per; both  officers  and  foldiers  hav- 
ing been  reduced  to  live  for  feveral 
days  folely  upon  oyfters,  and  en-^ 
during  at  the  fame  time  the  greatell 
heat  and  fatigue,  without  com- 
plaint, defpondency,  or  murmur. 
The  major-general  havir.g  at  length, 
brought  forward  a  fesv  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, fu.Wenly  furrounded  the 
town  and  furt  of  Sunbury,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia*  The  garri- 
fon,  confining  of  about  200  men* 
made  Come  Ihew  of  defence,  and 
gave  the  commander  the  trouble  of 
openiiig  trenches.  But  although 
they  were  fupported  by  iome  armed 
vcffels  and  gallics,  yet  ail  hope  of 
relief  being  now  totally  cut  off  by 
the  redudlion  of  the  reft  of  the  pro- 
vince^ they  found  it  neceffary  to 
furrender  at  difcretion.  This  hap- 
pened juil  at  the  time,  when  Co- 
lonel Campbell,  after  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  interior  country,  had 
returned  to  Savannah,  and  was 
preparing  to  fet  out  on  an  expedi- 
tion for  the  reduiSlion  of  Sunbury, 
The  command  devolved  of  conrfa 
to  General  PrevoiVon  his  arrival  itc 
Savannah. 


[C]  z 
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III. 


JJlaJid  of  Dominica  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  gover^wr  of  Martinico. 
State  of  the  French  fleet  at  Boflcn.  Riot  hetvjecii  the  French  and  inha- 
bitants. Defperate  riot  bet^ween  the  French  and  American  failcrs ,  in  the 
city  and  port  of  Charlefl:,njon.  M.  D^Ejiaing  fails  from  Bofton  for  the 
Weft- Indies :   ha'ving  firft   ifued  a   declaration   addrefed  to   the  French 

■  Canadians.  Admiral  Byron's  fleet  dri-ven  ofl^  from  the  ccaft  of  Ne^:'- 
England  by  a  ^iole?it  hurricane,  njjhich  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the 
departure  of  the  French  fquadr on.  BritiJJj  fleet  detained  at  Rhode- Jfland, 
to  repair  the  damages  Juflained  in  the  tempcft.  Reinforcement  fcnt  from 
Ne-iv-Tork  to  the  U eft-Indies,  under  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Hf)tha?n,: 
and  Major-General  Gra?it  :  narrovjly  mifs  falling  in  ^uuith  the  French- 
fleet  :  join  Admiral  Barrington  at  Barbadoes,  and  proceed  together  to  the 
reduilion  of  the  ijland  of  St.  Lucia  :  troops  land,  take  the  French  pofts  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  :  proceed  to  Morne  Fortune  and 
the  Viergie.  M.D'Eftaing  appears  in  fight,  iviih  a  'vnft  fuperiority  both 
of  land  and  marine  force  :  attacks  the  Britijh  fquadr  on  in  the  Grand  Cul 
de  Sac  ;  and  is  bra'vely  repulfed  by  Admiral  Barrington,  tivice  in  the  fame 
day,  French  land  their  troops  in  Choc  Bay  :  attack  General  Meadc-ivs 
three  times  in  the  Viergie  ;  are  repulfed  every  time,  and  at  length  defeated 
<with  great  lofs.  Great  glory  obtained  by  the  Britijh  forces,  boih  by  feet 
and  land,  in  thefe  f several  encounters.  M.  W Fflaing,  after  ten  days  longer- 
flay,  abandons  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  --without  any  farther  attempt  for  its- 
reco'very.  'The  Chevalier  de  Micoud,  nvith  the  principal  inhabitants, 
capitulate  before  the  French  fleet  is  out  of  fight. 


GEORGIA  was  reduced  in 
the  manner  v/e  have  feen. 
In  other  refpefls  little  was  done  ; 
nor  did  the  feafon  permit  much  to 
be  done  in  other  parts  of  America. 
Whilft  the  war  ftagnated  there,  the 
lofs  of  the  valuable  ifland  of  Do- 
minica in  the  Well-Indies,  opened 
a  new  fcene  of  adlion  in  that  quar- 
ter. Complaints  and  reprefenta- 
tions  had  been  long  and  repeatedly 
made  by  the  Weft- India  merchants 
and  planters  to  adminiflration,  of 
the  weak  and  expoied  ttate  of  thofe 
illands,  which  feemcd  to  be  left  to 
the  mercy  of  their  powerful  Eu- 
ropean neighbours,  without  a  mi- 
litary force  for  their  defence,  or 
%   competent  naval  fgaadroa   fer 


their  protCi^lion.  Jamaica  had  been 
particular  in  thfele  applications. 
The  iramenfe  Britiih  capital  necef- 
farily  lodged  in  that  iiland,  ren- 
dered it  no  Ids  an  objeft  of  con- 
cern in  this  country,  than  its  great 
domeftic  property  did  to  the  owners 
of  the  foil.  The  great  increafe  of 
troops,  and  the  unufual  military 
preparations  in  tlie  French  and 
Spaniih  rectlements,  afforded  fuffi' 
cient  room  to  juliJiV  chefe  appre-. 
henflons  and'reprefentations.-  -  ■  i  •: 
This  bufinefs  was  alfo  freqiifntljr 
introduced  in  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament by  the  oppofuion,  who  re- 
peatedly warned  the  minifters  of 
the  danger  to  which  our  Well- 
India    poiTeflions    were    expofed. 

They 
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They  were  generally  anfwered  in 
this  inftance,  as  in  fome  others,  by 
a  repetition  of  the  well-founded 
confidence  repofed  in  the  pacific 
difpofition  and  good  intentions  of 
our  neighbours.  But  the  fimple 
matter  of  fadl,  undoubtedly  was, 
that  our  military  force  and  provi- 
fion  by  fea  and  land,  were  fo  com- 
pletely fwallowed  up  in  the  vortex 
of  the  American  war,  and  the  de- 
mands were  ftill  fo  inceflant  and 
urgent,  that  the  foiirces  of  fupply 
were  conftantly  drained  and  ex- 
haufted,  fo  that  other  objedls,  how- 
ever important,  were  of  necefiity 
obliged  to  be  committed,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  the  blind  difpofition 
of  chance  or  fortune. 

The  ifiand  of  Dominica  was  a 
part  of  thofe  compenfations,  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  for 
the  expences  of  a  war,  very  glo- 
rious indeed,  but  very  burthen- 
fome.  To  thefe  expences  and  glo- 
ries, the  whole  of  the  ceffions  was 
not  adequate.  Confidered  inde- 
pendently of  this  comparative  efti- 
mate,  Dominica  was  an  acquifition 
of  no  inconfiderable  importance; 
and  its  fituation,  lying  between 
Martinico  and  Guadaloupe,  and 
within  view  of  each,  would  have 
rendered  it  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance in  time  of  war.  This  cir- 
cumftance  feems  to  have  been  fo 
well  underftood  by  government, 
that  it  went  to  a  great  and  unufual 
expence  in  fortifying  the  ifiand, 
and  the  works  had  been  lately  co- 
vered with  a  numerous  artillery, 
fent  for  the  purpofe  from  England  ; 
but  the  garrifon,  if  it  could  de- 
ferve  to  be  called  by  that  name, 
was  totally  incompetent  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  one,  or  to  the  ufe  of 
the  other. 

Neither  the  importance  nor  the 


weaknefs  of  the  ifiand,  efcaped  tha 

attention  of  the  Marquis  deBouille, 

Governor -general    of  Martinico. 

He  accordingly  landed     o     *     »i. 
-.1     ,  °  '  bept.  7th. 

witn  about  2000  men,         ^    A 

under  the  cover  of  fome  '' 

frigates  and  privateers,  about  day- 
break at  Dominica,  and  proceeded 
to  attack  the  different  batteries  and 
forts  by  land,  as  his  marine  force 
did  by  fea.  The  handful  of  regu- 
lar troops,  amounting  only  to  about 
a  hundred  men,  together  with  the 
militia  and  inhabitants  in  general, 
did  all  that  could  be  expeded. 
againfl  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force, 
and  under  fuch  circumflances  of 
fwrprize.  But  the  French  having 
taken  thofe  detached  and  half- 
manned  batteries  which  lay  firfl  in 
their  way,  and  advanced  by  noon  to 
attack  the  little  capital  of  Rofeau, 
by  fea  and  land,  which  likewife 
comprehended  the  principal  forti- 
fications of  the  ifiand,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Stuart,  with  the  military 
ofiicers  and  council,  feeing  ail  de- 
fence fruitlefs,  thought  it  necefTary 
to  fave  the  inhabitants  from  plun- 
der and  ruin,  by  entering  into  a 
capitulation. 

This  was  foon  concluded.  The 
terms  were  the  moll  moderate  that 
could  be  conceived  ;  the  Marquis 
de  Bouiile  having  nearly  agreed, 
without  d-'fculTion  or  referve,  to 
every  condition  that  was  propofed. 
in  favour  of  the  inhabitants.  Be- 
fides  the  honours  of  war,  and  the 
liberty  ef  retaining  their  arms, 
with  the  fuUell  fecurity  to  their 
eftates,  property  of  every  fort, 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
they  were  allowed  to  retain  their 
civil  and  religious  governments  in 
all  their  parts,  with  all  their  laws, 
cuftoms,  ordinances,  courts,  and 
miniflers  of  jullice,  until  the  con- 

[C]  3  clufiQn 
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clufion  of  a  peace  ;  and  at  that  pe-         llie  French  found  164  pieces  of 

riod,  if  the  illand  (hould  be  ceded  cannon,  and  24  brafs  mortars,  with 

to  France,  they  were  to  have  it  in  a  confiderable  quantity  of  military 

choice,  whether  to  adhere  to  their  floras  and  ammunition  in  the  works, 

own  political  form  of  government.  The  public  efFefts,  with  the  Britifh 

or  to  accept  that  eftablifhed  in  the  vefiels  in  the  harbour,  became  a 

French    iflands.     And    in    either  prize  to  the  conquerors.     The  ftay 

event,  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  in  the 

did  not  chufe  to  continue  under  a  iiland  was  very  (hort ;  but  he  left  a 

French  government,  were  to  be  at  garrifon  of  1500  men  behind  him  ; 

liberty  to  fell  all  their  eftates  real  which,    with   the  ftrength   of   the 

and   perfonal,  and  to  retire  with  works,  and  the  powerful  artillery 

their  effects  wherever  they  pleafed.  in  their  hands,  have  hitherto  un- 

Other  conditions   of  lefs  import-  fortunately  fuperfeded  all  attempts 

ance,  were  equally  favourable  in  for  its  recovery, 
their    degree  to   the  inhabitants  ;  Many    circumftances   concurred 

r.or  were  they  bound  to  any  duty  in  rendering  the  lofs  of  this  ifland. 

to    the   French  King,    more  than  grievous.  The  large  fums  expend- 

vvhat  they  had  owed  to  their  natu-  ed  upon  its  fortifications,  and  the 


rai  fovereign.  In  a  word,  a  mere 
change  of  fovereignty  was  the  only 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

How   much  of  the   favour  and 


numerous  and  weighty  artillery 
fent  out  for  its  defence,  indicated 
a  full  knowledge  of  its  importance 
in  cafe  of  a  war.  Its  fituation,  oa 
which   this  importance  depended. 


lenity  of  thefe  conditions  may  be  equally  pointed  out  the  danger  to 

attributed  to  the  moderation   and  which  it  was  expofed,  and  that  it 

humanityof  theMarquis  deBouille,  muft  neceiTarily  be  the  tirft  objedt 

how  much  to  the  policy  of  indue-  of  the  enemy's  enterprize  ;   whilft 

ing    the    lefs    refiilance    in    other  its  naked  works  and  valuable  ar» 

Englifh  iflands,  or  how   much  to  tillery,  fecmed  held  out  ?.s  a  prize, 

the  apprehenfion  of  Admiral  Bar-  to  direft  and  quicken  their  oper- 


nngton's  arrival  with  a  fupenor 
naval  force  from  Barbadoes,  are 
queftions  not  to  be  abfolutely  de- 
cided upon.  It  is,  hovfcver,  equit- 
able, to  attribute  juft  or  humane 
aftions   to  the  moll  laudalWe  mo- 


ations.  To  increafe  the  vexation. 
Rear -Admiral  Barrington,  with 
two  fhips  of  the  line,  and  fome  fri- 
gates, was  lying  at  the  fmall  di- 
ilance  of  Barbadoes,  where  he  had 
been  chained  down   for  more  than 


tives,  where  the  contrary  docs  not  two  months,  waiting  merely  for 
appear  from  any  (trong  concurrent  inHruftions,  which  he  had  been  or- 
or  fubfequcnt  circumflances.     The     dared  to  expeft  at  that  place,  and 


ma'ter  of  fafl  is  certain,  that  the 
fmallell:  diforderor  pillage  was  not 
pennitted,  and  that  the  F/ench 
commander,  in  lieu  of  plu-ider, 
rewarded  the  foldiers  and  volun- 
teers wi:h  a  '.onfidcrable  gratuity 
in  ready  money, 

3 


which,  from  whatever  caufe  or 
misfortune,  were  not  yet  arrived. 
Small  as  this  force  was,  it  v/ould 
have  been  fuliy  fufficient,  had  rime 
and  his  orders  allo-ved  it,  for  the 
prefervation  of  Dominica,  and  the 
j)rotedio.a  of  the  other  iflands  for 

the 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


l39 


tJve  prefent,-  as  the  French  had  not 
a  fingle  fhip  of  the  line  in.  that 
quarter. 

The  defe£t  of  intelligence  ac- 
companied that  of  inllrudions,  or 
erders  how  to  ach  A  French  do- 
cument executed  at  Paris  on  the 
28th  of  June,  and  publifhed  at 
Martinico  in  the  middle  of  Angiift, 
amounting,  in  effect,  to  a  declar- 
ation of  war  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
afforded  the  firft  information  of 
hoftilities  to  Admiral  Barrington, 
and  to  the  neighbouring  illands.. 
The  lofs  of  two  of  Sir  Peter  Par- 
ker's frigates,  which  were  taken  by 
the  French  on  the  coall  of  Hifpa- 
niola,  afforded  alfo  the  firft  means 
of  information  to  that  admiral,  as 
well  as  to  the  government  of  Ja- 
maica, where  he  was  ftationed,  of 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities. 

As  foon  as  Admiral  Barrington 
received  intelligence  of  theinvafion 
of  Dominica,  he  difpenfed  with 
the  violation  of  his  orders  in  that 
inftance,  and  proceeded  with  the 
utmoft  difpatch  to  its  intended  re- 
lief. Although  it  was  impoffible 
he  could  prevent  a  conqueft,  which 
was  only  the  work  of  a  fingle  day, 
the  prefence  of  his  fmall  fquadron, 
however,  had  the  happy  effect,  of 
.removing  the  panic  which  had 
fpread  through  the  neighbouring 
jflands,  and  of  effeftually  curbing 
the  further  enterprizes  of  the  ene- 
my. The  confequences  of  the  lofs 
of  Dominica  were  experienced,  both 
by  fea  and  land,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  operations  of  the  enfuing  Weft- 
Jadia  campaign, 

.  As  Monf.  D'Eftaing  was  now 
to  bear  a  principal  part  on  the 
Weft-India  theatre  of  aflion,  it  will 
be  ncceffary  to  tal<e  fonie  notice  of 
his  fituation  and  proceedings,  from 
tkt  time  of  our  leaving  him  in  the 


harbour  of  Bofton.  Neither  the 
care  of  the  governing  powers  in 
that  town,  nor  the  ideas  of  benefits 
received,  or  to  be  derived,  from 
the  alliance  with  France,  were 
fufficient,  during  the  ftay  of  the 
French  fleet  in  that  port,  wholly  to 
cure  the  ancient  prejudices  and 
hereditary  animofity  of  the  popu- 
hice,  with  refpeft  to  a  natios,  which 
they  had  fo  long  confidered  as  a  rr- 
val,  and  fo  frequently  encountered 
as  an  enemy.  The  difference  of 
religion,  language,  and  manners, 
could  not  fail  to  hold  a  confiderable 
ihare  in  keeping  thefe  animofities 
ftili  alive  ;  although,  fo  far  as  it 
can  be  judged  from  appearances  ac 
this  diftance,  the  French  have  iiu- 
died  more  in  their  commerce  with 
the  Americans,  to  evade  the  effefl 
of  thefe  peculiarities,  and  have 
{hewn  a  greater  deference  to  the 
prejudices,  and  conformity  to  the 
manners  and  opinions  of  the  peo- 
ple, than  they  perhaps  ever  prac- 
tiied  in  their  connexions  with  any 
other  part  of  mankind.  Indeed  s. 
mode  of  conduiSl  diredlly  contrary, 
has  for  many  ages  been  confidered, 
as  one  of  the  ftriking  charaderiftics 
of  chat  nation  ;  and  has,  not  un- 
fiequentlv,  been  productive  of  the 
moll  fatal  confequences  to  them- 
felves,  as  well  as  to  others. 

However  it  was,  a  naoft  violent 
affray,  in  which  numbers  on  both 
fides  were  engaged,  and  the  French 
feem    to  have   been    very  roughly 

treated,   happened  at     ^     .       .u 
•    L    •    T)   A        p  oept,  i5tn. 

n!ght  m  touon.  borne        ^       -^ 

of  the  French  were  faid  to  have 
been  killed,  and  feveral  were  cer- 
tainly wounded  ;  among  whom 
were  fome  oiiicers,  and  one  parti- 
cularly, of  confiderable  diftinftion. 
As  boih  D'Eltaingand  the  govern- 
ment of  Boilon,  were  eager  to 
[C]  4  accom- 
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accommodate  matters  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  no  fting  fhould 
remain  behind  on  either  iide,  a 
great  referve  was  obferved  with 
refped  to  the  particulars  of  the 
riot,  as  well  as  of  the  circum- 
ftances  which  led  to  it ;  and  the 
curfory  imperfeft  (ketches  that 
were  publifned,  fhewed  evidently 
that  they  were  not  to  be  relied 
on, 

A  proclamation  was  ifTued  by 
the  council  of  ftate  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  ftridly  urging  the 
magiftrates  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours  for  bringing  the  ofi'en- 
ders  tojulHce,  and  offering  a  re- 
ward of  300  dollars,  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  any  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  riot.  And  to  re- 
move the  impreffjon  of  its  arifing 
from  any  popular  animofity  to  the 
Prench,  the  Bofton  prints  la- 
boured to  fix  it  upon  fonie  un- 
known captured  Britifh  feamen, 
and  defercers  from  Burgoyne's 
army,  who  had  enlifted  in  their 
privateers.  D'Eftaing  had  the 
addrefs  to  give  into  this  idea,  and 
to  appear  thioughiy  fatisfied  vviih 
the  fatisfadion  he  received.  The 
high  reward  produced  no  manner 
of  difcovery. 

The  fame  fpirit  operated  juft 
about  the  fame  time,  and  in  the 
fame  manner,  but  much  more 
violent  in  degree,  and  fatal  in 
confeqaence,  between  the  Ame- 
rican and  French  feamen,  in  the 
city  and  port  of  Charleilown, 
South  Carolina.  The  quarrel 
there  began,  as  at  Boiion,  aQiore, 
and  at  night,  and  ended  in  the 
lafl:  extreme  of  hoftility,  an  open 
fight  with  cannon  and  fmail 
arms ;  the  French  firing  from 
iheir  fhips,  whither  they  had 
been  haftily  driven  from  the  town. 


and  the  Americans  from  the  ad- 
joining wharfs  and  fhore.  Seve- 
ral lives  weve  acknowledged  to  be 
loft,  and  a  much  greater  number 
vvete  of  courfe  wounded. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  the  prefident 
and  commander  in  chief  of  that 
colony,  in  the  proclamation  which 
he  iffued  upon  the  fubiedl:,  fufii- 
ciently  points  out  the.  caufes  of 
the  quarrel,  by  charging  the  ma- 
giftrates in  the  ftiongeft  terms, 
that,  along  with  the  difcovery 
and  profecution  of  the  rioters, 
they  fliould  ufe  every  poffible 
means  in  their  power  to  prevent, 
for  the  future,  all  indecent,  illi- 
bei'al,  and  national  reflections, 
againft  the  fubjefts  of  their  great 
and  good  ally,  as  tending  to  ex- 
cite refentment  and  ill-will  among 
thofe,  whom,  by  intereft,  treaty, 
and  alliance,  they  were  bound  to 
regard  as  friends,  and  who  were 
particularly  entitled  to  their  fa- 
vour and  afFeftion.  In  his  mefiage 
to  the  aflembly,  he  alfo  ftrongly 
recommends  the  framing  of  fuch 
regulations,  as  would  eifedually 
prevent  this  licentioufnefs,  whe- 
ther in  words  or  in  aftions  :  and 
that  body  confidered  the  matter  to 
be  of  fo  ferious  a  nature,  that 
they  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
vife  the  laws  relative  to  feamen  in 
that  port,  and  to  confider  of  ef- 
fedual  means  for  preventing  and 
fupprefling  riots  in  the  town.  A 
reward  of  a  thoufand  pounds  was 
offered  for  the  difcovery  of  the 
particular  perfons,  who  had  fired 
fome  guns,  which  were  fatal  in 
their  effefl,  from  one  of  the 
wharfs.  We  have  not  heard  that 
this  great  reward  produced  any- 
difcovery. 

As  the  northern  Colonies,  pair- 

ticularly  the  province    of   Mafia* 

chufpttSj, 
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chufetts,  do  not  produce  wheat  in 
any  proportion  at  all  equal  to 
their  own  confumption,  and  that 
through  the  continual  lofTes  and 
dangers  which  their  fupplics  from 
the  Touthern  experienced  in  their 
paflage,  together  with  fome  local 
caufes,  provifions  of  all  forts  had 
for  fome  time  been  fo  unufually 
fcarce  and  dear  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Bofton,  as  near- 
ly to  threaten  a  famine,  it  was 
generally  expected,  and  undoubt- 
ed apprehended  by  himlelf,  that 
D'Ellaing  would  have  encouncer- 
edly  great  difficulties,  if  not  adlual 
diltrefs,  from  the  imprafticability 
of  victualling,  and  the  doubt  even 
of  fubfifting,  his  fleet  at  that  port. 
He  was,  however,  relieved  from 
thefe  difficulties  and  apprehenfions 
by  a  fingular  fortune.  The  New 
England  cruizers  happened  at 
that  very  period  to  take  fuch  a 
number  of  provifion  vefTels  on 
their  way  from  Europe  to  New 
York,  as  not:  only  abundantly 
fupplied  the  wants  of  the  French 
fleet,  but  furnifhed  fuch  an  over- 
plus, as  was  fiifficient  to  reduce 
^he  rates  of  the  markets  at  Boflon, 
to  fomething  about  their  ufual 
modetate  ftate.  This  fortunate 
fiipply  was  a  matter  of  great  tri- 
umph to  that  people. 
■jyj  ,  Thus  was  D'Eflaing 

3  ■  enabltdto  quitBofton, 
and  to  profecute  his  defigns  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  with  a  fleet  tho- 
roughly repaired,  clean,  well  vic- 
tualled, and  his  forces  in  full 
health  and  vigour.  And  thus  it 
may  be  fiid,  without  any  extraor- 
dinary itretch  of  licence,  that  to 
all  appearance,  a  royal  fleet  owed 
its  prefervation,  at  leaft  in  a  very 
great  degree,  to  the  induftry  and 
lortune  of  a  few  privateers. 

previous  to  his  departure,  D'Ef- 
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taing  had  publifhed  a  declaration, 
which  was  to  be  difperfed  among 
the  French  Canadians,  and  was 
addrefled  to  them  in  the  name  of 
their  antient  mafter,  the  French 
King.  The  defign  of  this  piece, 
and  an  objcft  which  was  much 
laboured  in  it,  was  to  recall  the 
affedion  to  their  antient  govern- 
ment, and  to  revive  all  the  nati- 
onal attachments  ©f  that  people^, 
thereby  to  prepare  them  for  an 
invafion  either  from  France  or 
America,  and  to  raife  their  ex- 
peftation  and  hope,  to  no  diftant 
change  of  mailers.  For  thefe 
purpofes  they  were  applied  to  and 
called  upon,  by  all  the  endearing 
and  flattering  ties  of  country, 
blood,  language,  common  laws, 
culloms,  religion,  by  their  former 
friendfliips,  antient  glory  and  fel- 
lowfliip  in  arms,  and  even  by 
their  common  participation  in  the 
dangers  and  misfortunes  of  the 
laft  war.  To  touch  the  vanity  of 
a  people  exceedingly  prone  to  it, 
they  were  flattered  by  reminding 
them,  of  thofe  peculiar  military 
honours,  diflimflions,  and  royal 
decorations,  which  would  have 
been  the  glorious  rewards  of  their 
prowefs  in  the  French  fervice  ; 
from  which  they  had  been  fo  long 
debarred,  and  which  were  held 
fo  dear  by  all  their  countrymen. 
They  were  taught  to  confider  the 
French  and  Americans  as  equally 
friends,  and  almoft  as  one  peo- 
ple ;  whofe  invaflon  of  Canada^j 
whether  jointly  or  feparately,  in- 
fl:ead  of  conveying  hoftilicy  or 
defolation  to  them,  would  be  un- 
dertaken only  to  free  them  from 
the  yoke  of  foreigners,  dwelling  in 
anotherhcmifuheie;  a  people  differ- 
ing wholly  from  them,  in  religion, 
manners,  in  language,  and  every 
thing  ;  whofe  jealous  and  defpotic 
govern- 
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government,  would  fooner  or  la- 
ter treat  them  as  a  conquered  peo- 
ple, and  undoubtedly  much  worfe, 
than  they  had  done  their  own  late 
countrymen  the  Americans,  to 
whom  they  owed  their  former 
viftories.  Their  future  condi- 
tion, in  the  event  of  this  pro- 
pofed  emancipation  from  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain,  was 
left  ahnoll  entirely  in  the  d.irk  ; 
although  fome  faint  and  diftant 
allufion  was  held  out,  to  a  fimilar 
ftate  of  freedom  with  that  poffcfl- 
ed  by  the  Britifh  Colonies.  This 
was  a  tender  and  jealous  fubjedl, 
and  the  French  commander 
thought  it  prudent  to  leave  it 
involved  in  obfcurity.  He  feem- 
cd  not  altogether  authorized  to 
give  up  the  idea,  of  the  reftof-a- 
tion  of  Canada  to  the  dominion  of 
France ;  but  he  was  aware,  that 
an  avowal  of  thofe  fentiments, 
might  have  been  yet  imprudent 
with  refpeft  to  that  people,  and 
would  have  been  difgufting  and 
alarming  in  the  highclt  degree  to 
the  American?,  He,  however, 
iilTured  the  Canadians,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  King,  that 
all  his  former  fubjeds,  whofliould 
relinquilh  their  dependence  on 
Great  Britain,  might  depend  on 
his  fupp'ort  and  protedtion. 

Admiral  Byron  had  arrived  at 
New  York  from  Hallifax  in  the 
middle  of  September  ;  but  fo 
much  had  his  fquadron  fuffered  in 
their  unfortunate  voyage  from 
England,  that  although  the  great- 
er part  of  them  had  arrived  long, 
before  him  at  that  port,  yet  it  was 
a  full  month  before  he  was  ena- 
bled to  fail  again,  in  order  to  ob- 
ferve  M.  de  Eftaing's  motions. 
The  fame  unfortunate  difpofuion 
ef  the  weather,  which   had  alrea- 
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dy  produced  fueh  unhappy  €i?e»5sj 
feemed  ftill  to  perfecute  that  coiut 
mander.  He  had  fcarcely.  ap- 
peared_  before  Bofton,  when  he 
was  driven  off  the  coail  by  a  vio- 
lent hurricane,  in  which  the  Ihip^ 
again  fullered  fo  much,  that  they 
were  glad  to  get  into  ftielter  at 
Rhode  Illand.  This  afforded  the 
opportunity  to  D'Eftaing,  which 
he  immediately  embraced,  of 
quitting  BoHon  ;  whilft  the  da- 
mage now  fudained,  together  with 
the  continuance  of  bad  weather, 
again  cramped  the  operations  of 
the  Britifh  fquadron  in  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  it  was  not  until  the 
14th  of  December,  that  Admiral 
Byron  was  able  to  fet  out  in  pur- 
fuit  of  him  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  ftate 
of  the  war,  as  well  as  the  mode  of 
conducing  it,  were  now  greatly 
altered  from  what  they  had  been 
at  former  periods,  and  General 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  being  fenfible, 
that  no  eflential  fervice  could  be 
undertaken  by  the  army  at  New 
York  during  the  winter,  and  be- 
ing alfo  apprehenfive  of  the  dan- 
ger to  which  our  Weft  India 
iflands  were  expofed,  determined 
upon  fending  fuch  a  force  to  that 
quarter,  as  would  be  at  once  e- 
qual  to  the  protedlion  of  our 
friends,  and  to  the  annoyance  of 
the  enemy.  He  accordingly  dif- 
patched  feveral  regiments  of  thofe 
veteran,  and  perhaps  unequalled 
troops,  who  had  fo  long  braved 
every  variety  of  climate  and  dan- 
ger in  America,  to  encounter  a- 
long  with  a  new  enemy,  all  the 
rage  of  the  tropical  funs  in  the 
Weil  Indies.  This  detachment, 
confifting  of  about  5,000  men, 
was  placed  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Grant;    and  the 

tranf- 
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tranfports,  amounting  to  fixty, 
were  convoyed  by  Commodore 
Hotham,  with  five  men  of  war, 
a  bomb-vefTel,  and  fome  frigates. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  they 
failed  from  Sandy  Hook,  on  the 
very  day  that  D'Eilaing  departed 
from  Bofton,  and  that  the  two 
fleets  were  very  near  each  other, 
both  Peering  the  fun?  courfe,  and 
in  parnllel  lines,  during  fome 
part  of  the  paffage,  without  any 
knowledge,  on  either  fide,  of  their 
relative  fituation.  A  violent  gale 
of  wind,  in  which  both  fleets 
were  equally  involved,  and  the 
French  greatly  difperfed,  proba- 
bly faved  the  Britifh  convoy  from 
the  danger  of  encountering  fo 
unequal  a  force.  Commodore 
Hotham  had  the  fortune  and  abi- 
lity, to  keep  his  fleet,  which  was 
•fo  much  more  numerous,  whole 
and  together  during  that  ftorm  ; 
to  get  the  ftart  of  D'Eftaing  ;  and 
to  arrive  without  the  fmaliell  lofs 

T-v  1      at  Barbadoes  ;    where 

Dec.  loth     ,         •  •     J      A  1     •     ! 

he     joined     Admiral 

Barrington,  before  Mr.  Byron  had 
been  able  to  depart  from  Rhode 
liland. 

An  expedition,  without  fufFering 
the  troops  to  land,  was  immedi- 
atelv  undertaken  from  Barbudoes, 
for  the  redudlion  of  the  iilaiid  of 
St.  Lucia  ;  an  adventure  attended 
with  great  and  unforefeen  peril  ; 
but  which,  in  the  iffue,  was  pro- 
duclivc'  of  no  lefs  glory  to  the 
commanders  and  forces  both  by 
fea  and  land,  and  of  the  greateil 
advantage  in  all  the  enfuing  ope- 
rations cf  wai'.  The  refe've  of 
the  army,  confiding  of  the  5th 
regiment,  with  the  grenadieis  and 
light  infantry  of  the  »vhck,  under 
the  cenimand  of  Brigad'er  General 
Meadows,    were    liinded    at    the 


grand  Cul  de  Sac,  in  the  ifland 
of  St.  Lucia,  on  the  13th,  in  the 
evening.  That  officer,  with  his 
detachment,  immediately  puflied 
forward  to  the  heights  upon  the 
north  fide  of  the  bay,  which  were 
occupied  by  the  Chevalier  de  Mi- 
coud,  the  French  commandanx, 
with  the  regular  forces  and  militia 
of  the  ifland.  Thefe  pofts,  al- 
though very  difficult  of  accefs,  he 
foon  forced ;  having  taken  in  the 
conflift,  a  field- piece  with  which 
the  enemy  fired  upon  the  boats 
that  were  conveying  the  troops  to 
the  fhore,  and  a  four  gun  battery, 
which  greatly  annoyed  the  fhip- 
ping  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour. 

While  this  was  doing.  Brigadier 
General  Prefcot  had  landed  with 
five  regiments,  with  which  he 
guarded  the  environs  of  the  bay, 
and  at  the  fame  time  puflied  on 
his  advanced  pofts,  fo  as  to  pre- 
ferve  a  commanication  during  the 
night  with  the  re'erve.  As  fooa 
as  the  morning  appeared,  the  re- 
fcrve,  followed  and  fupported  by 
General  Prefcot,  advanced  to  the 
littie  capital  of  Morne  Fortune,  of 
Vv^hich  they  took  poffeffion.  The 
CiievalitT  de  Micoua  made  the 
beft  def'^nce  he  was  able  ;  but 
was  compelled  by  the  fuperiority 
of  force  to  retire  from  one  poft  to 
anotiier,  as  the  Britifn  troops  ftill 
prelTed  forward.  As  the  referve 
advanced.  General  Prefcot  took 
poiTcffion  of  the  batteries  and  pofts 
in  their  rear  ;  and  with  an  unex- 
ampled degree  of  caution  and  in- 
duiiry,  in  a  conteft  with  fo  weak 
an  en?my,  was  indefatigable  in 
immediately  fnpplying  them  wifh 
arciilery-officevs,  and  men,  efta- 
bliffiing  communications  and  ports 
for    their    fupportj    and    putting 

them 
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them  in  the  beft  ftate  of  immedi- 
ate defence,  which  the  fhortnefs 
of  the  time  could  poffibly  admit. 

Whilil  thefe  meafures  of  fecu- 
nty  were  carrying  into  execution, 
Ceneral  Meadows  puflied  forward 
under  the  heat  of  a  burning  fun, 
and  took  poffeffion  of  the  impor- 
tant poft  of  the  Viergie,  which 
commanded  the  north  fide  of  the 
Careenage  Harbour;  and  Briga- 
dier General  Sir  Henry  Calder, 
with  the  four  remaining  batta- 
lions, guarded  the  landing  place, 
kept  up  the  communication  with 
the  fleet,  and  fent  detachments 
to  occupy  feveral  ports  upon  the 
mountains,  which  looked  down 
upon  and  commanded  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  grand  Cul  de  Sac. 
A  meafure  which  foon  after  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  prefcr- 
vation  of  the  ileet  and  army,  from 
a  danger  then  totally  unknown. 

Celerity  in  execution,  and  pru- 
dence in  fecuring  and  immediate- 
ly turning  to  account  every  advan- 
tage obtained  in  war,  v/ere  never 
more  neceffary,  nor  ever  more  emi- 
nently difplayed,  than  upon  this 
occafion.  It  affords  an  ufeful  lef- 
fon  in  a  ftriking  inftance,  that 
nothing  fliould  ever  be  committed 
to  chance  in  warfare,  which  any 
induilry  could  fecure  from  fo 
doubtful  a  decifion.  The  force 
under  the  Chevalier  de  Micoud 
did  not  feem  to  demand  much 
jealoufy  or  caution;  and  no  other 
enemy  was  apprehended  ;  yet 
every  meafure  of  fecurity  was 
pratiifed,  which  the  prefence  of 
a  powerful,  and  even  fuperior  foe, 
could  have  induced.  The  event 
proved  the  wifdom  of  the  ccn- 
dudt. 

The  laft  French  flag,  on  thofe 
polls  which  were  in  fight  among 


the  nelghboiiringhills,  was  fcarce* 
ly  ftruck,  when  M.  D'Eftaing, 
with  a  prodigious  force,  appeared- 
in  view  of  the  fleet  and  army. 
Befides  his  original  fquadron  of 
twelve  fail  cf  the  line,  and  thofe 
fhips  of  great  force  and  weight 
of  metal,  he  was  new  accompa- 
nied by  a  numerous  fleet  of  fri- 
gates, privateers  and  tranfpcrts, 
with  a  land  force,  eftimated  at 
9,000  men.  Of  the  latter,  he 
had  brought  no  inconfiderable 
part  on  board  his  (hips  from 
France  ;  the  reft  were  ccmpofed 
of  regulars  and  volunteers  from 
the  different  French  iflands,  who, 
as  well  as  the  tranfports  and 
cruizers,  had  been  collefted  in 
readinefs  to  join  him  at  Marti- 
nico,  being  intended  for  the  im- 
mediate reduftion  of  theGranades, 
and  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincents  ; 
but  with  the  farther  view,  and  no 
doubtful  expeftation,  of  com- 
pletely fvveeping  all  the  Britifh 
leewavd  fettlements.  In  his  way, 
on  that  expedition,  M.  D'Eftaing 
received  intelligence  of  the  at- 
tack on  St.  Lucia  ;  a  circumftance 
which  he  conlidered  as  the  moft 
fortunate  that  could  have  hap- 
pened, it  feeming  to  afford  the 
means  of  throwing  »he  whole  Bri- 
tifh force  by  fea  and  land,  an 
eafy  prey,  into  his  hands.  It 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  if  he 
had  arrived  .".4  hours  fooner',"if 
feems,  in  all  human  probability-,- 
that  this  muft  have  been  the  ine- 
vitable event.  As  it  was,  the 
day  being  far  advanced,  D'Ef- 
taing deferred  his  operations  un-- 
til   the  enfuing  morning. 

It  will  be  neceffary  here  to  take 
fome  nctice  of  the  fcene  of  ac- 
tion, and  of  the  fituation  of  the 
Britifh  forces ;  not  confidcring  the 

Ibip* 


HISTORYOF    EUROPE. 


[4: 


IViippinig  as  they  lay  at  the  unex- 
peded  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet;  but  in  thit  ftate  in  which 
the  unremitted  labour  and  induftry 
of  a  night  had  placed  them,  in 
order  to  withitand  fo  vail  a  fuperi- 
oriry  of  force  on  the  following 
day.  The  fieet  were  in  the  moft 
foiithern  inJpt,  called  by  the 
French  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac, 
the  tranfports  iilling  the  interior 
part  of  the  bay,  and  the  Ihips  of 
war  drawn  up  in  a  line  acrols  the 
entrance;  and  that  was  ftill  far- 
ther fecured,  by  a  battery  oa  the 
fouthern,  and  another  on  the 
northern  oppofite  points  of  land. 
The  Careenage  Bay,  which  led 
up  towards  Morne  Fortune,  lay 
between  two  and  three  miles  to 
the  northward  of  the  Grand  Cul 
de  Sac  ;  and  the  Peninfula  of  the 
Viergie,  occupied  by  General 
Meadows,  formed  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Careenage,  and 
covered  its  entrance  en  that  fiJe. 
Choc  Bay,  and  Grufs  lilet  Bay, 
lay  ftill  farther  north. 

Admiral  Rarrington  had  intend- 
ed, upon  General  Meadows  tak- 
ing polfc'lTion  of  the  Vsergie,  to 
have  removed  the  tranfports  into 
the  Careenage  Bay,  as  a  place  of 
much  greater  fecurity  than  the 
Cul  de  Sac  ;  but  was  prevented 
by  the  fiidden  appearance  of  the 
French  ilect.  The  Cul  de  Sac 
being  thus  confidered  as  a  mere 
temporary  lodging,  the  idea  of  an 
immediate  removal  prevalent,  and 
no  apprehenfion  of  an  enemy  en- 
tertained, it  will  be  eafji'y  con- 
ceived, that  the  night  called  forth 
all  the  powers  and  indullry  of  that 
able  officer,  in  getting  the  tranf- 
ports warped  into  the  bottom  of 
the  bay,  to  be  as  remote  from 
danger  as  poiTible,  and   the  (hips 


of  war  brought  into  iheir  refpec- 
tive  ftations,  fo  as  to  form  a  line 
efFcfiiually  to  cover  its  entrance. 
His  force  confided  only  of  hh 
own  fhip  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of 
74  guns,  the  Boyne  of  70,  St, 
Albans,  and  Nonfuch,  of  64,  the 
Centurion  and  Ifis,  of  50  each, 
and  three  frigates.  Such  was  the 
weak  fquadron,  with  vvhiih  the 
admiral,  with  the  moll  determin- 
ed countenance  and  refolution, 
waited  the  encounter  of  Co  vail  a 
faperiority  of  force.  His  own  faip, 
the  Piince  of  Wales,  took  the 
poll  of  honour  and  danger,  on 
the  outward  and  leeward  extre- 
mity of  the  line  ;  the  Ifis,  fup- 
ported  by  the  frigates,  who  flank- 
ed the  palTage  between  her  and 
the  fiiore,  was  ilationed  io  the  op- 
pofite and  interior  angle  to  wind- 
ward. 

However  odd  it  may  appear,  it 
feems  as  if  the  Count  D'Ellaing 
was  not  yet  fenfible,  that  the  Bri- 
ti(h  forces  had  extended  their 
operations  fo  far,  as  to  have  takea 
poiTeliion  of  the  Viergie,  and  o- 
ther  pells  adjoining  to  the  Caree- 
nage ;  for  under  this  apparent  dc- 
lufion,  his  firil  motion  in  the 
morning,  was  to  ftand  in  with  his 
whole  fleet  of  (hips  ofwarand  tran/- 
ports  for  that  bay.  But  a  well 
diredled  fire,  which  his  own  Aip 
the  Languedoc  received  from  one 
of  thofe  batteries  that  had  fo  late- 
ly changed  mailers,  foon  con- 
vinced him  of  his  miilake.  The 
French  were  apparently  much  dif-' 
concerted  at  this  unlocked  for 
circumitance  ;  and  not  only  im- 
mediately bore  away,  but  feeined 
for  a  time  totally  at  a  lofs  how  to 
a£l.  At  length,  after  much  evi- 
dent hefitation,  the  admiral  bore 
down  with  ten  fail  of  the  line  up- 
on 
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oa  the  Britifh  fquadron.  A  warm 
confiifi  eiifued  ;  but  they  were  re- 
ceived with  fuch  gallantry  by  the 
admiral  and  commanders,  and 
fuch  coolnefs,  relolution  and  firm- 
nefs,  by  their  brave  cfficers  and 
iDcn,  who  were  alfo  well  fupport- 
ed  by  the  batteries  fronn  the  fhorc, 
that  they  were  repulfed,  and 
found  it  necelTary  to  draw  off. 

Time  being  now  taken  for 
feme  what  of  a  new  difpofition, 
D'Eftaing  renewed  the  attack  at 
four  in  the  afternoon,  with  twelve 
fail  of  the  line.  He  now  direcEled 
his  efforts  more  to  the  righr,  from 
the  leeward  point  of  the  Britiih 
line  to  its  center,  by  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales  underwent  rather 
more  than  a  due  proportion  of  the 
weight  of  the  action.  This  at- 
tack was  better  fupported,  and 
longer  continued  than  the  lirft. 
The  French  cannonade  was  ex- 
ceedingly heavy,  and  its  whole 
weight  concentrated  within  a  nar- 
rower direction  than  before  ;  but 
neither  the  change  of  pofition, 
nor  the  additional  force,  were  ca- 
pable of  rendering  this  effort  more 
fuccefsful  than  the  former.  After 
a  lonp;  and  warm  enp-awement, 
the  French  fleet  fell  into  evident 
confufion  and  diforder,  and  re- 
tired from  adlion  with  apparent 
lofs,  without  their  having  been  a- 
ble  to  make  the  fmalleli  efFeftive 
impreffion  on  the  Britifh  line. 

No  naval  engagement,  however 
great  in  its  extent,  or  decifive  jn 
its  confequences,  could  afford 
more  glory,  than  the  Britifh  ad- 
miral, and  his  brave  affcciates, 
derived    from    thefe    two    anions. 

Dec    T6'h     ^"  '^^  following  day, 
i^ec.  lo.n     j^    D'Eftaing  feemed 

to  fhew  a  difpoliiien   to  hazard  a 
third   attack;    but  after    feveral 


motions  flrongly  indicating^  that 
defign,  it  was  at  length  evidently 
abardoned,  and  the  whole  fleet 
pli?d  up  to  windward,  and  an- 
chored in  the  evening  off  Grofs 
Iflet,  abowt  two  leagues  to  the 
northward. 

Thar  night  and  the  following 
morniiig  were  fpent  by  the  French 
commander,  in  landing  his  troops 
in  Choc  Bay,  which  lay  between 
Grofs  Iflet  and  the  Careenage. 
That  time  was  alfo  employed  by 
the  Britifh  Admiral  in  preparing 
for  every  pofTible  future  event; 
in  warping  the  fhips  of  war  far- 
ther within  the  bay,  thereby  to 
render  the  line  more  compact  and 
firm,  and  in  conllrudling  nevi?  bat- 
teries on  thofe  points  of  land 
which  covered  the  eijtrance.  The 
clofe  connexion,  equal  participa- 
tion of  danf^er  and  fervice,  with 
the  mutunl  dependance,  now  fub- 
fifting  between  the  land  and  naval 
department?,  united  the  whole  fo 
clolely,  that  thev  feemed  to  form 
but  one  foiid  and  compadl  body; 
and  this  being  farther  cemented 
and  confirmed  by  that  admirable 
harmony  Vv'hich  prevailed  between 
the  commanders  and  officers  on 
both  fides,  ferved  altogether,  to 
fprcad  fo  high  a  degree  of  confi- 
dence, hope,  and  fpirit,  through 
the  army  and  fleet,  that  they  to- 
tally forgot  the  vafl:  fuperiority  of 
the  enemy,  the  preca;ioufnefs  and 
danger  ot  their 'own  fituation,  and 
feemed  infenllble  to  fuch  continual 
duty,  fatigue,  and  hardfhips,  as 
would,  in  other  circumftances, 
have  appeared  intolerable. 

The  country  which  was  now 
the  icenc  cf  adHon,  being  among 
the  molt  difficult  and  impradica- 
ble,  whether  with  refpeft  to  its 
face,  or  to  the  climate,  in  which 

it 
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h  would  feem   that  war  could  in 
any    manner  be   condufted,    it  is 
not  eafy  to  defcribe,  and  it  is  ftill 
harder  clearly  to  comprehend,  the 
complicated  Situation   of  the  Bri- 
lifh  pods.     The  country  prefented 
no  regular   face,      bat    a   broken 
and   confufed    congeries   of    fteep 
and  abrupt  hills,  fcattered  among 
greater    mountains,    every    whers 
interfered      by     narrow    winding 
vallies,  deep  defiles,  and  difficult 
gullies.     General  Grant,  with  the 
bulk  of  the   forces,   confiding    of 
the  brigades  of  Prefcot  and  Cal- 
der,  occupied  all  the  ftrong-holds 
among  the  hills  on  cither  fide  of 
the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  ;  and  com- 
manded by  feveral  detached  pofts, 
the   ground    that    extended    from 
thence   to  the    Careenage,    which 
lay  at   about   two  miles   difcance. 
A   battery    on   their  fide,    and  at 
the    fouth    point    of   the    Caree- 
nage,   with    another    on  the   op- 
pofite    point  of  the   Viergie,    de- 
fended    the    entrance    into    that 
bay,  and,  as  we  have  feen,  check- 
ed the  attempt  of  the  French  fleet 
in  their  defign  to  attain   that  ob- 
ject.      The    brigades     were    alfo 
pofTefied    of  two   other    batteries, 
near  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  where 
it  narrows  into,  or  is  joined   by  a 
creek,  which  pafiing  Morre  For- 
tune, cuts   the  country   for    fome 
way  farther  up.     Thefe  batteries 
were    covered    in    .front    by    the 
creek,  and  commanded,  in  a  con- 
■^'fiderable   degree,    the    land     ap- 
7"proaches  to  the  Viergie. 

Thus,  General  Meadows,  who 
with  the  referve,  was  Rationed, 
and  it  may  be  faid,  fhut  up,  in 
that  peninfula,  was  by  diilance 
and  fituation,  as  well  as  that  de- 
cided fuperiority,  which  the  num- 
bers of  the  enemy  enabled  them 
10  maintain,  in  all   the   parts   of 


whatever  fervice  they  undertook, 
totally  cut  off  from  the  fupport  of 
the  main  body,  any  farther  than 
what  might  be  derived  from  thofe 
batteries  we  have  mentioned.  He 
was  indeed  in  pofltfiion  of  very 
(Irong  ground,  but  there  were 
circumftances  to  counterballance 
that  advantage.  A  retreat,  how- 
ever prefied  or  overpowered  he 
might  be,  was  impoffible  ;  and 
the  very  circumfiance  of  fituatioa 
which  afforded  ftrength  to  the 
peninfula  in  one  refpefl,  render- 
ed i:  liable  to  danger  in  another, 
as  he  was  expofed  to  a  landing 
and  attack  from  the  fea  in  the 
rear,  at  the  very  inftant  that  he 
might  have  been  defperately  en- 
gaged, or  perhaps  overborne,  in 
the  front.  But  he  was  obeyed  by 
men,  who  might  have  infpircd 
confidence  in  a  commander  much 
more  difpofed  to  defpondency. 
For  although  they  amounted  only 
to  about  1300  in  number,  they 
were  compofed,  befides  a  veteran 
regiment,  of  a  part  of  thofc  brave 
and  hardy  light  troops,  who  had 
borne  fo  diftinguifiied  a  Ihare,  in 
all  the  mod  aftlve  and  dangerous 
fervice  of  the  American  war. 

Upon  the  v/hole,  with  troops 
of  anoLlier  call  and  chrirafler, 
even  without  fuppofing  them  to 
be  by  any  means  contemptible, 
the  fituation,  notwithftanding  its 
advantages,  would  have  been 
found  more  than  perilous.  The 
critical  fituation  of  the  fleet  and 
army,  with  the  vaft  importance  of 
that  poft,  and  of  the  Careenage, 
which  depended  on  it,  cut  off, 
however,  every  imputation  of 
raflinefs,  from  whatever  hazard 
might  be  encountered  in  their  pre- 
fervation. 

The    efFeif^    of  thcfe    judicious 
pofirions  whij.i  had  been  taken  by 
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the  BruKh  troops  on  their  firft 
landing,  became  now  fully  evi- 
dent CO  both  armies.  Nor  was 
the  chagrin  and  difappointment  of 
the  French  greater,  upon  the 
failure  of  their  attempt  to  gain 
the  Careenage  Bay,  than  it  was 
after  their  landing,  when  they 
difcovered  that  Sir  Henry  Cal- 
der's  brigade  were  in  pofll-flion  of 
the  mountains  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac.  For 
the  bombarding  of  the  Britifh 
fleet,  from  thofe  heights,  which 
fo  eifeftually  commanded  that 
bay,  was  the  firft  great  objcft  in 
view  in  their  landing ;  which, 
from  the  ftrong  pofitions  taken  by 
that  brigade,  was  now  totally  unat- 
tainable, at  any  lefs  price,  than 
that  of  a  general  cr.gagcment  by 
fea  and  land  ;  an  iitue  to  which 
the  French  were  not  yet  at  all  dif- 
pofed  to  bring  matters. 

Upon  a  fuil  view  and  confidera- 
tion  of  thofe  circumftanccs  which 
we  have  ftated,  as  well  as  of  others, 
the  French  commanders  deter- 
mined to  direft  their  firfl,  eflbrt  fe- 
parately  againll  General  Meadows, 
and  to  attack  the  peninfula,  at  the 
fame  time,  by  land  and  fea.  For 
„  ,  the  firft  of  thefe  purpofes, 
*  about  5,000  of  their  beft 
troops  were  drawn  out,  and  ad- 
vanced in  three  columns  to  attack 
the  Britifli  lines,  which  were  drawn 
acrofs  the  ifthmus  that  joins  the 
peninfula  to  the  continent.  That 
on  the  right  was  led  by  the  Count 
D'Eftaing,  the  centre  by  M.  de 
Lovcndahl,  and  the  left  column, 
by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  go- 
vernor of  Martinique.  The  re- 
mainder of  their  troops  were  kept 
difengaged,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  Prefect's  brigade,  and  to  check 


any  attempt  they  might  make  t^ 
fuccour  General  Meadows. 

On  the  near  approach  of  the 
columns,  they  were  enfiladed  with 
great  efFedl,  by  thofe  batteries 
which  we  have  taken  notice  of, 
on  the  fouth  of  the  bay.  But 
notwithftanding  this  impediment, 
they  rufhed  on  to  the  charge,  with 
all  chat  impetuofity  which  is  cha- 
radteriftic  of  their  nation.  They 
were  received  with  a  coolnefs,  ftea- 
dinefs,  and  immoveable  firmnefsj 
which  even  exceeded  the  expecta- 
tion of  thofe,  who  were  moft 
verfed  in  the  temper  and  cha- 
radler  of  their  enemy.  The  French 
troops  were  fufi-ered  to  advance  {o 
clofe  to  the  entrenchments,  with- 
out oppofition,  that  the  Britifli 
frontline  fired  but  once,  and  then 
received  the  enemy  on  the  bayonet. 
That  fire,  had  of  courfe,  a  dread- 
ful cfFecl ;  but  the  French,  not- 
withftanding, fupportcd  the  con- 
flift  with  great  refolution,  and 
fuftered  extremely  before  they  were 
entirely  repulfed.  It  is  faid,  that 
feventy  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
within  the  entrenchment  on  the 
firft  onfer. 

As  foon  as  they  had  recovered 
their  breath  and  order,  they  re- 
newed the  attach  with  the  fame  ea- 
gernefs  and  impstucfity  as  before  j 
and  were  again  encoL:ntered,  with 
the  fame  determined  reiolution  and 
inflexible  obftinacy.  Although 
they  had  fi-ffered  feverely  in  thefe 
two  attacks,  they  again  rallied, 
and  returned  to  the  charge  the 
third  time.  But  the  affair  was 
now  foon  decided.  They  were 
totally  broken,  and  obliged  to  re- 
tire in  the  utmoft  diforder  and 
confufion,  leaving  their  dead  and 
wounded  in  the  power  of  the  vic- 
tors. 
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<!ors.  They  were,  however,  in 
Confequence  of  an  agreenient  en- 
tered into,  almoft  immediately 
after,  permitted  to  bury  the  one, 
and  to  carry  off  the  other;  M.  de 
Eflaing  having  rendered  himfelf 
accountable  for  the  wounded  as 
prifoners  of  war» 

The  diverlion  attempted  by  fea 
produced  fo  little  effeft,  as  not  to 
delerve  aTiy  particular  notice.  No- 
thing could  exceed  the  difpofitions 
made  upon  this  occafion  by  Ge- 
neral Meadows,  nor  furpafs  his 
conduft  in  any  of  its  parts.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  beginning  of 
the  adtion  ;  but  could  neither  be 
perfuaded  by  his  furgeons  to  quit 
the  field,  nor  to  admit  of  their 
affiftance  in  it,  until  the  affair 
was  decided.  It  would  be  need- 
lefs  to  make  any  obfervation  upon 
the  behaviour  of  his  officers  and 
troops.  V/here  all  were  brave, 
little  notice  could  be  taken  of  in- 
dividuals. Major  Harris,  who 
commanded  the  grenadiers,  and 
Major  Sir  James  Murray,  at  the 
head  of  the  light  infantry,  had, 
from  their  commands,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  more  particularly 
diftinguifhed.  It  would  feem  upon 
the  whole,  as  if  there  had  been  a 
jealous  emulation  in  danger  and 
glory  between  the  land  and  the 
naval  departments,  and  that  For- 
tune had  taken  care  to  fhare  the 
palm  fo  equally,  that  the  contefl: 
Ihould  ftill  remain  undecided. 

The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  French, 
exceeded  any  thing  that  could 
have  beea  iuppofed  or  appre- 
hended, whether  from  the  num- 
bers engaged,  or  from  the  dura- 
tion of  the  adlion.  No  lefs  than 
400  men  were  killed  upon  the 
fpot ;  500  were  (o  defperately 
wounded  as  to  be  rendered  in- 
VoL.  XXII. 


capable  of  fervice  ;  and  600  more 
were  fljghtly  wounded  ;  the  whole 
amounting  to  a  number  confi- 
derably  fuperior  to  that  of  the  ^ 
enc-my  whom  they  had  encoun- 
tered. The  lofs  of  the  victors, 
was  comparatively  as  fmall,  as  that 
on  the  fide  of  the  vanquiihed  was 
great,  and  beyond  ufual  example  j 
and  it  cannot  but  excite  afloniih- 
ment,  that  although  a  good  many 
were  wounded,  not  a  fingle  Britiih 
officer  iliould  have  loft  his  life  in 
fuch  an  adion. 

M.  D'Eitaing  continued,  in  a 
ftate  of  feeming  irrefjluticn,  for 
ten  days  longer  on  the  i/land,  with- 
out forming  any  apparent  plan  for 
its  recovery,  or  making  the  fmal- 
left  farther  attempt  by  fea  or  land, 
notwithftanding  the  vaft  fuperio- 
rity  of  his  marine  force;  which 
was.  hourly  increafed  (if  fuch  may 
be  confidered  as  an  aid)  by  the 
number  of  French  and  American 
privateers,  which  flocked  from  all 
quarters,  to  partake  of  the  fpoil, 
if  not  of  the  glory  of  the  enter- 
priz;e.  He,  however,  at  length, 
found  himfelf  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  relinquilhing  a  conteft^ 
which  had  proved  fo  exceedingly 
barren  both  of  profit  and  honour. 
He  accordingly  embarked  his 
troops  on  the  night  of  the  28ch, 
and  on  the  following  day,  aban- 
doned the  iiland  to  its  deltiny. 
As  if  it  were  to  crown  the  climax 
of  his  mortifications,  he  was  not 
yet  out  of  fight,  when  the  Che- 
valier de  Micoud,  with  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  offered  to  capi- 
tulate; and  although  they  were 
now  totally  defertcd,  aid  left 
folely  at  the  mercy  of  the  vidors> 
very  favourable  conditions  were 
granted  to  them. 
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IV. 


State  of  puhlic  affairs  during  the  recejs  of  parliament.  Addrcfs  and  petition 
from  the  city  of  London.  Militia  embodied.  Ca!nps  formed.  Admiral 
Keppel  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  grand  feet  for  the  home  fer-vice. 
Peculiar  ftuation  of  that  commander.  Fleet  fails  from  St.  Hellens. 
Licorne,  French  frigate,  jiopt  and  detained,  Blameable  conduB  of  the 
Captain,  in  firing  icnexpeSiedly  into  the  America  man  of  luar.  Defperate 
engagement  bet-ween  the  Arethufa,  and  the  Belle  Poule,  frigates.  French 
fchooner,  bravely  taken  by  the  Alert  cutter.  Another  French  frigate  falls 
in  njuith  the  fleet ;  and  is,  ivith  the  Licorne  and  fchooner,  brought  to 
England.  Fleet  returns  to  Portfmcuth  for  a  reinforccm.ent.  Revjards 
and  bounty  of  the  French  King,  to  the  oflicers  and  cre'w  of  the  Belle  Poule. 
Admiral  Keppel  fails  again  from  P  or  tf mouth.  Falls  in  n.vith  the  French 
feet  finder  the  Count  d  Orijilliers  ;  and  after  a  chace  of  f.-ve  days,  brings 
them  at  length  to  adion.  Account  of  the  engagement  on  the  zjth  of  fuly, 
Vienu  of  thofe  circumftances  n.vhich  ivere  fuppofed  to  ka've  prevented  that 
aSlion  from  bung  decifve.  French  fleet  efcape  in  the  iiight,  and  return, 
to  Brefl.  Prudent  and  te>nperate  conduB  obferved  by  the  Admiral.  Re- 
turns to  Plymouth  to  refit.  Proceeds  again  to  Jea,  but  cannot  meet  the 
French  fieet. 


'ROM  tlicfe  fceires  of  dlftant 
hoftility,  it  is  time  we  (hould 
direft  our  attention  nearer  home, 
and  take  a  view  of  thofe  imme- 
diate meafures  purfucd  by  Great 
Biitain,  to  extricate  herfelf  from 
the  difficulties  of  that  new,    fm- 
gular,  and  perilous  fituation,   in 
which   {he   had   fo   unfortunately 
been   involved.     A  fituation,  in- 
deed, more  fingular  and  perilous, 
could  fcarcely  be  traced  in  hiflory. 
Weakened  and  diftraded  by   a 
domeftic   conteft,    which    equally 
confumed    her   ftrength    and    re- 
fources ;  in  which  vidlory  was  at- 
tended   with    confequences,    that 
were  always  of  equivocal  advan- 
tage,   and  defeats   produced   the 
whole   of    their    natural    elFeds ; 
while  the  balance  of    fortune  in 
that    iingle    conteft    was    yet    fo 
doubtful,  that  the  inability  of  re- 
-iucing  her  revolted  colonies,  was 
I 


held  out  as  an  oftenfible  and  fuf- 
ficient  caufe  for  confidering  and 
treating  them  as  independent  and 
fovereign  ftates ;  in  the  midft  of 
this  critical  ftruggle,  we  fee  Great 
Britain  fuddenly  involved  in  a  new. 
and  much  more  dangerous  war, 
without  any  mitigation  of  the  old  ; 
we  behold  her  engaged  with  her 
an tient  rival  and  hereditary  enemy  ; 
with  one  of  the  rnoll  mighty  and 
moft  warlike  powers  in  Europe, 
rendered  Itill  more  dangerous  by 
his  vicinity  ;  and  in  this  double 
warfare  with  old  friends  and  old 
enemies,  not  only  bereaved  of  her 
natural  ftrength,  but  a  great  part 
of  it  turned  againft  her,  ft)e  is 
left  alone  to  endure  the  unequal 
combat,  abandoned  by  all  man- 
kind, and  without  even  the  pre- 
tence of  a  friend,  or  the  name  of 
an  ally  in  ihe  world. 

Suck 
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Such  was  the  unfortunate  fitua- 
tion,  fiich  the  calamitous  pi6ture, 
which  Great  Britain  exhibited  in 
the  year  1778.  So  aweful  a  cri- 
fis;  fo  perilous  a  llate  of  public 
affairs;  demanded  thofe  fuprenie 
degrees  of  \vifdom  in  coiinfel,  and 
of  efficacy  in  aftion,  which  are  fo 
feldom  united  with  each  other, 
and  which  are  ftill  more  rarely 
united  with  true  patriotifm.  If 
fuch  fituations  are  fometimes  blefl 
with  the  extraordinary  good  for- 
tune, of  calling  forth  great  talents 
from  inertnefs  or  obfcurity,  it  much 
more  frequently  happens  that  they 
produce  a  totally  contrary  efFedt. 
For  the  vaftnefs  of  the  occafion  is 
too  liable  to  dazzle,  to  bewilder, 
and  to  confound,  that  ufeful  me- 
diocrity of  talents  and  abilities, 
which,  however  unequal  to  the  fi- 
tuation,  is  exceedingly  well  calcu- 
lated for  the  common  conduft  and 
purpofes  of  mankind. 

However  it  was,  or  from  what- 
ever caufes  it  proceeded,  whether 
from  a  fludtuation  or  difcordance 
of  opinions,  difagreement  in  tem- 
per and  views  among  the  minilliers, 
whether  from  the  want  of  any  pre- 
vious or  eftablifhed  fyftem,  or  that 
the  flattering  ideas  of  fome  partial 
or  general  accommodation,  llill  in- 
terfered with  and  counterafted  all 
other  modes  of  proceeding,  fo  it 
was,  that  fome  appearance  of  ir- 
refolution  and  indecifion,  which 
at  that  critical  period  prevailed  in 
the  counfels  and  meafures  of  Great 
Britain,  was  fo  palpable,  as  nei- 
ther to  efcape  the  obfervations  of 
friends  or  of  enemies.  Notwith- 
l^anding  repeated  caufes  of  alarm, 
v-'efeemed  to  betaken  by  furprize. 
The  language  of  the  court,  as 
foon  as  it  could  collet  itfelf,  was 
fuificicntly  firmj  and  feemcd  in- 


fpired  by  a  fpirit  of  vigour  fuited 
to  an  occafion  which  called  for 
efforts  of  an  extraordinary  kind'. 
It  was  rather  even  the  tone  of  in- 
dignation and  vengeance,  tham 
mere  conflancy  and  refolution. 
But  this  fpiric  very  foon  evapo- 
rated ;  and  nothing  was  talked  of 
in  a  war  of  conquefl  and  vengeance 
but  felf-defence. 

The  enemies  of  miniftry  wer6 
loud  on  this  occafion.  They  faid, 
that  by  this  timid  plan,  neither 
fuited  to  the  emergencyj  nor  to 
the  language  held  upon  itj  the 
opportunity  was  loft,  by  fome  fud- 
den,  great,  and  fignal  blow,  of 
reviving  our  antient  name  and 
charader ;  and  of  infpiring  that 
reverence  to  our  national  vigour 
and  military  prowcfs,  which  it  waS 
fo  neceffary  for  us  to  maintain  and 
eftablifh  with  other  nations,  whe- 
ther friendly  or  inimical,  at  the 
outfct  of  fuch  a  war. 

It  was  fuppofed,  that  a  double 
fcheme  of  partial  accommodation, 
the  one  part  avowed,  and  the  other 
fecret,  and  founded  upon  fyftema 
diredlly  oppofite,  was  about  that 
period  prevalent,  and  had  no  fmall 
fhare  in  influencing  the  conduft  of 
public  afl*airs.  The  iirft  part  o^ 
this  fcheme  was  founded  on  the 
idea  of  detaching  America,  through 
the  intervention  of  the  Commif- 
floners,  from  the  alliance  with 
France.  Nothing  could  poffibly 
have  been  more  eflential  to  the 
interelb,  the  reputation,  and  to 
the  grandeur  of  Great  Britain, 
than  the  fuccefs  of  this  meafure. 
France  would  then  have  been  left 
to  encoyinter  all  her  force  alone, 
which,  if  properly  directed,  fhe 
was  yet  by  no  means  capable  of  en- 
during. 

ID]  z  Th? 
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The  event  of  that  part  of  the 
fcheme  we  have  already  feen.  The 
fecond,  was  that  of  detaching 
France  from  America ;  and  con- 
iequently  leaving  the  latter  ex- 
pofed  to  that  refentment,  which 
in  the  other  inftance,  would  have 
been  diredled  againil  the  firft.  /.  !- 
though  this  part  of  the  fcheme, 
even  fuppofing  it  capable  of  fuc- 
cefs,  could  not  Hand  in  any  de- 
gree of  real  comparative  value 
with  the  former,  yet  it  held  out 
certain  flattering  ideas,  which 
might  even  render  it,  in  feme 
degree,  a  favourite.  For  the  de- 
reliftion  of  America  by  France, 
would  have  left  the  former  open, 
and  now  totally  hopelefs,  to  that 
complete  and  final  fubjugation,  or 
unconditional  fubraiffion,  v/hich 
had  fo  long  been  the  great  objedl 
of  court  and  minifters.  But  this 
fcheme  feemed  from  the  beginning 
hopelefs,  though  it  f6r  a  while  en- 
tertained the  imaginations  of  many. 
Great  Britain  had  no  bribe  of  fuf- 
ficient  magnitude  to  purchafe  from 
France  this  derelifiion  of  her  ob- 
jeft.  If  fuch  could  have  been  of- 
fered, and  offered  with  eiTeft,  it 
xnuft  have  been  before  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  treaty  :  but  the  treaty 
was  concluded. 

Every  part  of  the  conduft  of 
France  from  the  commencement 
of  the  American  troubles,  either 
tended  diredlly,  or  but  ill  difguifed 
her  defign,  to  bring  matters  to  the 
prefent  crifis.  To  the  period  of 
that  treaty,  however,  her  policy- 
lay  open  to  the  influence  of  cir- 
cumftances,  and  her  conduft  was, 
«nd  undoubtedly  would  have  been 
in  any  cafe,  governed  by  them. 
f  But  v/hen  once  Oie  had  taken  the 
decided  and  dangerous  part,  of 
jpublidy  avowing  her   fentiraents 
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and  views,  and  of  openly  binding 
herfelf  in  the  face  of  the  world  to 
the  performance  and  fupport  of 
thofe  treaties  which  fhe  had  con- 
cluded with  the  Americans,  it  was 
then  not  only  evident  that  fhe  had 
gone  too  far  to  recede,  but  that  ftie 
had  alfo  chofen  her  ground,  and 
was  fally  difpofed  and  determined 
to  abide  the  confequences.  So  that 
every  hope  founded  upon  her  change 
of  fyftem,  feemed  little  better  than 
vifionary. 

There  were  fome  flrong  indi- 
cations, that  a  third,  and  more 
comprehenfive  fcheme  of  pacifica- 
tion than  either  of  the  foregoing, 
was  at  one  time  in  agitation.  This 
was  no  lefs,  than  the  conclufion  of 
an  immediate  peace  and  alliance 
with  the  Colonies,  under  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  that  independ- 
ence, which  it  was  laid  down  as 
a  principle,  they  had  already  vir- 
tually and  irretrieveably  obtained, 
and  thereby  cutting  off  at  one 
flroke,  every  caufe  of  war,  and 
of  difpute  with  America.  In  that 
cafe,  if  a  plan  of  prudence,  not 
very  glorious,  had  been  purfued, 
there  was  an  end  of  the  quarrel 
both  with  America  and  France. 
If  the  reduftion  and  punifliment 
of  France  was  the  objed,  the  war 
againfl  her  might  be  purfued  with 
undiflipated  force.  On  the  very 
day  of  the  delivery  of  the  French 
refcript,  a  paper  to  that  purpofe, 
written  by  an  old  and  ftron^  ad- 
vocate for  the  American  war,  was 
delivered  at  the  doors  of  the  two 
Houfes, 

If  this  fcheme  ever  had  any 
fubftantial  being  in  the  miniftry, 
it  was,  however,  but  of  fhort  du- 
ration; and  was  fo  far  from  being 
brought  forward,  or  any  more 
heard  of  in  that  quarter,  that  when 
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propofitions  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
were  foon  after  made  by  the  op- 
pofition  in  both  Houfes  of  parlia- 
ment, and  llrongly  fupported,  on 
the  ground  boch  of  expedience  and 
necelTity,  they  were  violently  op- 
pofed,  and  accordingly  over-ruled 
(as  we  have  formerly  feen)  by  the 
minifters. 

To  fome  fachvarietyof opinions, 
with  refpeft  to  the  means  of  ac- 
commodation, the  grand  queflions 
of  peace  and  war,  and  the  mode 
of  profecuting  the  latter,  may  pro- 
bably be  attributed  thofe  ap- 
pearances of  fluftuation,  and  in- 
decifion,  which,  at  that  period, 
were  fo  ftrongly  and  repeatedly 
charged,  as  the  charadleriftic  marks 
of  our  counfels  and  meafures.  And 
to  fuch  caufes  muft  be  attributed, 
the  reception  of  the  report,  of  a 
reproach  faid  to  be  thrown  out  by 
the  French  minifter,  at  the  moment 
of  his  departure  from  London, 
viz.  "  That  the  Britifn  counfels 
*'  were  fo  totally  undetermined  and 
*'  indecifive,  in  every  matter,  whe- 
*'  ther  of  public  or  private  con- 
*'  cern,  that  he  never  could  get  a 
*'  pofuive  anfwer  from  the  rai- 
•*  nifters,  upon  any  bufinei's,  whe- 
"  ther  of  fmall,  or  of  the  higheft 
*'  importance." 

A/T      u      -.1.        On    the    very    day 

March  i^th,    .         i.      r-        u      ^ 

^o  that   the   I'rench   re- 

'^  ■  fcript  had  been  de- 
livered to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
an  addrefs  and  petition  from  the 
City  of  London,  praying  fox  the 
adoption  of  fuch  meafures  as  would 
moft  forward  the  reftoration  of  in- 
ternal peace,  tend  to  rcfcue  pub- 
lic affairs  from  unvvife  and  im- 
provident management,  and  ob- 
tain, improve,  and  fecure,  the  re- 
turning confidence  of  the  people, 
was  prefsnced  to  his  M  i'eily.  This 


piece,  which  wasof  unufual  length, 
and  a  mafterly  compofition  in 
point  of  writing,  contained,  in 
the  moft  qualified  language,  and 
the  moft  guarded  and  refpedlful 
terms,  a  feries  of  the  fevereft  ob- 
fervations  and  cenfures,  on  (what 
they  termed)  thofe  fatal  counfels, 
and  that  conduA  of  public  affairs 
and  meafures,  which  equally  mif- 
leading  and  deceiving  the  Prince 
and  the  people,  led  to  the  prefent 
dangerous  and  unhappy  crifis. 
Along  with  a  recapitulation  of 
the  loffes,  misfortunes,  and  dif- 
graces  of  the  war,  with  a  ttriking 
pidlure  of  the  various  calamities 
and  miferies,  which  they  attri- 
bute to  that  public  condud  they  fo 
ftrongly  condemn,  they  by  no 
means  forget  to  take  notice,  how 
repeatedly  they  had  deprecated, 
and  how  truly  foreboded,  in  their 
former  applications  to  the  throne, 
(and  in  concurrence  with  the  fenfe 
of  many  other  refpeiSlable  public 
bodies,  and  of  many  of  the  wifeft 
and  beft  of  his  iVIajefty's  fubjedls) 
the  prefent  evils  and  dangers,  as 
well  as  thofe  greater  to  which  the 
nation  is  ftill  liable,  as  the  inevi- 
table confequences  of  the  mea- 
fures which  were  purfued  ;  neither 
did  they  pafs  without  notice  the 
inefficacy  of  their  former  applica- 
tions, and  the  anfwers  which  had 
been  given  to  their  addrelTes  and 
remonllrances  upon  public  affairs. 

Among  other  political  obferva- 
tions,  all  implying  or  charging 
negleft  or  milcondud  on  the  fide 
of  government,  they  particularly 
noticed  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
that  there  was  no  sppearance  of 
our  having  formed  any  alliance 
with  any  of  the  other  great  powers 
of  Europe,  in  order  to  cover  us 
from  the  conjplicatcd  perils  fo  ma- 
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nifeftly  imminent  over  this  nation, 
»t  a  time  when  there  was  but  too 
jnuch  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
alliances  of  the  moft  dangerous 
Jcind  were  formed  again  ft  us. 

The  anfwer,  which  was  longer 
than  ufual,  Teemed  alfo  to  indicate 
a  greater  attention,  both  to  the 
fubjeft  of  the  addrqfs,  and  to  the 
body  whofe  aft  it  was,  than  had 
been  always  manifcfted  upon  fi- 
jnilar  occafions.  Jt  comprehended 
in  fubftance,  that,  although  it  could 
not  be  allowed,  that  the  force  and 
j-efources  of  the  ftate,  had  been  un- 
wifely  and  improvidently  exerted, 
when  the  objeft  was  the  main- 
tenance of  that  conftitutional  fu- 
bordination  which  ought  to  prevail 
through  its  feveral  parts ;  yet,  the 
calamities  infeparable  from  a  ftate 
of  war  had  been  conflanily  la- 
jnented ;  and,  an  affurance  was 
given,  that  his  Majefty  would  moft 
earncflly  give  all  the  efficacy  in  his 
power,  to  thofe  meafures  which 
the  legiflature  had  adopted,  for 
the  purpofe  of  reftoring,  by  a 
bappy  and  permanent  conciliation, 
^11  the  bleffings  and  advantages  of 
peace. 

Whatever  hopes  or  motives  ope- 
rared  towards  a  temporizing  con- 
duct on  the  fide  of  England,  it 
was  foon  perceivable,  that  no  fi mi- 
Jar  caul'es  influenced  that  of  France. 
No  fooner  was  the  account  con- 
veyed with  unufual  difpatch  to  that 
court,  of  the  immediate  effecis, 
which  the  delivery  of  the  refcript 
from  their  miniflcr  fcemed  to  have 
produced  in  London,  than  orders 
March  1 8th.  Y'^re^f  andy  iiTued 
for  the  le'.zure  of  all 
thofe  Britifh  veflel?,  which  were 
found  in  any  of  the  French  ports. 
This  exan  pie  was  followed  h\  a 
fijpilAr  ordtr    in    Great   Britain, 
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But  thefe  meafures  produced  bq 
great  efFeft  on  the  one  fide  or  the 
other,  as  there  were  few  fliips  in 
the  ports  of  either. 

The  order  for  the  feizure  of  the 
Britifh  vefTels,  was  in  three  days 
followed  by  another  meafure  ftili 
more  decifive,  and  which  feemed 
as  if  it  were  intended  by  France, 
to  afjix  fuch  a  feal  to  her  late  de- 
claration, as  would  not  only  con- 
vince her  new  allies  of  her  fince^ 
rity,  but  put  it  out  of  her  own 
power  to  retraft  from  her  engage- 
ments with  them.  This  was  the 
public  audience  and  reception  given 
to  the  three  American  deputies. 
Dr.  Franklyn,  Silas  Deanc,  and 
Arthur  Lee,  as  ambafiadors  from 
the  United  States,  by  the  French 
monarch,  The  deputies  were  „ 
introduced  by  M.  deVergen-'^'  * 
nes,  and  received  by  the  King, 
with  the  ufual  formalities  and  ce- 
remonials, which  the  etiquette  of 
courts  has  ellabllfhed  on  the  in- 
troduftion  of  minifters  from  fove- 
reign  Hates.  A  great  and  ftriking 
event,  as  any  which  has  been  known 
in  the  latter  ages.  Nothing  could 
be  defired  more  mortifying  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Certain  appearances  were,  how- 
ever, fllll  to  be  preferved  by  France 
as  well  as  by  England  ;  and  the 
King's  ordinance,  affording  new 
and  extraordinary  advantages  to 
the  captors  of  prizes,  as  an  en- 
couragement and  fpur  to  the  vir 
gour  of  the  marine  fervice,  al- 
though it  was  figned  on  the  28th 
of  March,  was  kept  dormant, 
without  publication  or  effed,  until 
the  beginning  of  Julv. 

To  complete  the  dcfenfive  plan, 
which  was  declared  to  be  only  pre- 
liminary to  one  more  efFeflual,  to 
be  taken  up  in  due  time,  in,  Eng- 
'  1^4 
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land  the  militia  were  immediately 
called  out  and  embodied,  upon  the 
rifing  of  parliament;  and  being 
joined  by  the  regular  forces,  the 
numbers  of  the  one  being  appor- 
tioned in  fome  degree  to  that  of 
the  other,  camps  were  formed  at 
Wincheller,  Salifhury,  St.  Ed- 
mund'sbury  in  SufFolk,  Warley 
Common  in  Eflex,  and  Coxheath 
in  Kent.  But  the  eyes  and  the 
confidence  of  the  nation,  were 
turned,  as  ufual,  towards  that  na- 
val force,  which  had  fo  long  been 
the  objed  of  its  pride  and  hope. 

This  hope  and  confidence  were 
ftill  farther  increafed,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  diilinguifhed,  and 
exceedingly  popular  admiral,  in  the 
higheft  elleem  with  his  own  profef- 
fion,  as  well  as  the  public,  to  the 
command  of,  what  was  called,  the 
grand  fleet  at  Portfmouth.  It  hap- 
pened, however,  moft  unhappily, 
that  at  this  critical  feafon  of  national 
danger,  our  navy  was  not  altogether 
capable  of  fupporting  the  expecta- 
tions which  were  formed.  Some 
time  elapfed  before  any  confider- 
able  force  could  be  got  together. 

We  have  for  fome  years  pafi: 
feen,  that  complaints  on  this  fub- 
jedl,  and  enquiries  into  the  flate 
of  the  navy,  have  been  repeatedly 
introduced  and  propofed  in  parlia- 
ment; that  direfl  charges  as  to 
points  of  fact,  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance, have  been  frequently 
made  and  ftrongly  fupported  ;  that 
thele  charges  have  been  no  lefs 
ftrongly  and  confidently  denied  ; 
and  that  all  proportions,  which 
led  to  any  dire(5l  and  effeftual  in- 
velligation  of  the  fubjeft,  have  been 
uniformly  rejeded  by  prodigious 
majorities,  as  improper  and  im- 
politic in  their  own  nature. 
The  mipority  charged  the  mi- 


nifters,on  iheprefentoccafion,  with 
having  entertained  the  King  with 
the  vain  pageantry  of  a  naval  re- 
view, and  having  for  this  purpofc 
kept  the  navy  from  more  rational 
fervice  in  America,  in  order  to  im- 
pofe  on  the  fovereign,  and  to  hiJe 
from  his  eyes  their  negleft  of  his 
moil  elfential  forces.  Such  means  of 
gratifying  royal  or  popular  curiofity 
in  the  fair  weather  of  peace,  may 
well  ferve  to  hide  defecls,  and  to 
conceal  weaknefs ;  buc  the  rough 
feafon  and  fearching  hand  of  war, 
will  foon  tear  off  the  painted  co>- 
vering,  and  expofe  the  deception. 

Admiral  Keppel  was  dellined  to 
the  command  of  that  fleet,  to 
which  was  committed  the  defence 
of  this  ifland,  the  proteftion  of 
the  homeward  bound  trade,  and 
the  prefervation  of  the  dignity  and 
honour  of  the  Britifli  flag  in  the 
adjoining  feas.  He  arrived  at 
Portfmouth  to  take  upon  him  the 
command,  in  a  few  days  after  the 
delivery  of  the  French  refcript. 
It  now  appears,  from  evidence 
which  cannot  be  controverted,  and 
which  nothing  lefs  than  the  ex- 
traordinary events  that  followed 
could  have  brought  forward,  that 
he  found  m.atters  in  a  very  different 
ftate,  as  well  from  the  opinion 
which  had  been  generally  circu- 
lated, as  from  what  he  had  him- 
felf  been  taught  to  expedl:.  He 
afTerted  on  his  trial,  and  it  was 
not  contradicted,  that  inftead  of  a 
ftrong  and  well  appointed  fleet, 
capable  of  undertaking  the  great . 
objefts  of  fervice  laid  before  him, 
he  then  difcovered  to  his  ailonifh- 
ment,  that  there  were  only  fix 
fail  of  the  line,  which  were  in  any 
degree  of  condition  for  immediate 
fervice ;  and  that  the  paucity  or 
condition  of  men  or  fliips  was  not 
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more  alarming,  than  the  deficiency 
of  all  kinds  of  naval  ftores  was  la- 
mentable. The  minifters  have 
fince  aflerted,  that  there  were  many 
fhips  in  condition,  and  fufficient 
to  form  a  ftrong  fquadron  ;  but 
they  were  at  that  time  difperfed 
on  various  fervices  ;  and  could  not 
be  colIe£ted  together  fo  foon  as 
they  wifhed,  though  early  enough 
for  ufe.  Whatever  merit  might 
have  been  in  this  matter,  the  ad- 
miral, accommodating  himfelf  to 
the  adual  ftate  of  affairs,  and  to 
the  neceffity  of  the  time,  adted 
with  fuch  prudence,  caution,  and 
difcretion,  as  fully  prevented  that 
increafe  of  the  public  alarm  and 
spprehenfion,  which  a  difplay  of 
thele  circumftances  mull  neceflarily 
have  occafioned.  Without  noife, 
and  without  complaint,  he  urged 
his  private  applications  to  the  Ad- 
miralty with  fuch  afliduhy  and  ef- 
f'eft,  that  a  new  fpirit,  and  unufual 
degree  of  vigour,  were  fuddenly 
feen  to  pervade  the  naval  depart- 
ment ;  and  fuch  indulJry  v^as  ufed 
jn  preparation,  that  by  the  middle 
of  June,  he  was  enabled  to  take 
the  feas,  with  a  fleet  of  twenty 
fail  of  the  line,  and  a  promife  of 
jpeedy  and  effeftual  reinforcement. 
In  this  anxious  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, and  in  fuch  imperfeft  pre- 
paration, great  reliance  was  placed 
by  the  public,  in  the  acknow- 
ledged naval  abilities  and  {kill  of 
a  commander,  the  fettled  fame  of 
vvhofe  cool  and  determined  cou- 
rage, might  make  him  dare  to  be 
prudent.  He  had  been  concerned 
in  many  of  the  mofl  fplendid  fer- 
vices of  the  late  war,  and  ftood 
particularly  high  in  the  eftima- 
ticn  of  Lord  Anfon  and  Lord 
Hawke.  In  the  navy  he  was  in  a 
manner  adored.  It  was  itrcngly 
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exprefied  by  an  eminent  member 
of  parliament,  "  that  all  defcrip- 
♦'  tions  of  men  feemed  pleafed 
*'  with  the  choice,  and  to  feel 
"  their  own  fecurity  included  in 
*'  his  appointment." 

However  flattering  thefe  cir- 
cumftances might  be,  his  taking 
fuch  a  command,  was  not  without 
its  difficulties,  and  afi"ordcd  much 
room  for  ferious  refleftion.  It  is 
indeed  highly  flattering  to,  and 
one  of  thofe  meeds  of  virtue  and 
ability,  which  perhaps  afix>rds  the 
moft  poignant  gratification,  that 
however  they  may  be  neglefted 
and  laid  by,  in  the  halcyon  days 
of  quiet  and  fecurity,  they  mufl: 
be  fought  to  with  reverence,  and 
called  into  adion  with  honour,  in 
the  feafons  of  trouble  and  peril. 
But  the  Admiral  had,  upon  this 
occafion,  a  great  deal  to  rifque, 
and  he  expefted  nothing.  His 
circumftances  were  not  fuch  as  to 
prompt  him  to  feek  for  new  perils, 
and  his  time  of  life,  and  ftate  of 
health,  naturally  led  to  a  defire  of 
eafe,  rather  than  to  the  fatigues, 
hardftiips,  and  difiiculties,  not  only 
of  an  adlive  employment,  but  of  a 
moft  critical  fervice.  The  well- 
earned  glory  acquired  in  forty  years 
fervice,  was  now  to  be  flaked  upon 
a  Angle  caft,  and  could  receive  no 
great  addition  from  winning.  And 
it  could  not  be  without  much  re- 
luftance,  that  a  fituation  in  life, 
which  it  would  be  fo  extremely 
difiicult  in  any  refpeft  to  have 
mended,  fliculd  be  committed  to 
any  new  hazard.  This  is,  with 
few  additions,  his  own  natural 
and  afreding  way  of  flating  his 
fituation. 

His  political  fituation  increafed 

all  thefe  difficulties,   and  evidently 

rendered  the  meafure  extremely  ha- 

zardoi^S, 
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Zardous.  Every  officer  who  has 
ever  been  entrufted  with  a  great 
and  important  command  muft  ex- 
perimentally know,  how  much  his 
l"uccefs  and  his  fame  depends,  upon 
the  fupport  which  he  has  at  home. 
In  this  fupport  is  to  be  included, 
the  countenance  of  thofe  minifters, 
who  arc  in  efFeft  his  employers,  as 
v^'ell  as  the  meafure  of  fupply 
which  they  mete  out  for  the  fup- 
port of  his  fervice.  Oppofition  in 
parliament,  and  a  difference  of  opi- 
nion in  political  matters,  have,  in 
former  times  as  well  as  the  prefent, 
been  alledged  as  a  caufeof  the  op- 
prefiion  of  officers  in  military  com- 
mands. *'  I  go  to  ferve  againll 
"  your  enemies,"  faid  Villars  to 
Louis  the  XlVth,  "  but  I  leave 
*'  mine  in  your  clofet."  Miniiters, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  apt  to  ac- 
cufe  them  of  failure  in  duty,  on 
account  of  difaifettion  to  the  power 
of  perfons  whom  they  hate.  It 
is  however  certain,  that  in  the 
latter  cafe,  this  mifcondud  can  fel- 
dom  happen,  without  being  very 
evident  to  the  difcerning  eyes  of 
their  own  proftffion.  But  in  the 
former,  the  character  of  a  com- 
mander may  be  whifpered  away, 
without  any  direft.  charge  being 
laid  againft  his  condud,  or  any 
avowed  cenfure  from  thofe,  under 
whofe  aufpices  and  inftrudlions  he 
had  aded. 

In  confequence,  however,  of  a 
royal  meffage,  which  came  through 
the  lirfl:  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
Admiral  Keppel  attended  in  the 
clofet,  to  receive  the  commands  of 
his  fovereign.  And  although  (to 
ufe  his  own  expreffions  upon  his 
trial)  his  forty  years  endeavours 
were  not  marked  by  the  poffeffion 
of  any  one  favour  from  rhe  crown, 
e:;cept  that  of  its   ccniidence.  in 
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time  of  danger,  he  could  not  think 
it  right  to  decline  the  fervice  of  his 
country.  And  this  the  more  efpe- 
cially,  as  the  nation  was  repre- 
fented  to  him,  by  thofe,  who  had 
a  right  to  be  the  beft  acquainted 
with  its  condition,  to  be  in  no 
very  fecure  ftate.  In  that,  and 
other  fubfequent  royal  audiences, 
he  delivered  his  opinions  with  that 
plainnefs  and  opennefs,  which  were 
equally  fuited  to  his  natural,  and 
incidental  to  his  profcffional  cha- 
radler.  He  particularly  took  the 
freedom  of  obferving,  that  he 
ferved  in  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
jelty's  commands  ;  that  he  was 
unacquainted  v/ith  his  miniilers,  as 
miniiters ;  and  that  he  took  the 
command  asit  was,  without  making 
any  difficulty,  and  without  afking 
a  iingle  favour  ;  trutling  only  to 
his  Majefty's  good  intentions,  and 
to  his  gracious  fupport  and  pro^ 
teclion. 

Nor  were  appearances  Icfs  fa- 
vourable on  the  fide  of  the  mi- 
niilers. The  bufinefs  had  beea 
fixteen  months  in  contemplation, 
the  firft  propofal  having  been  m<ade 
in  confequence  of  the  alarming 
afpedl  whfch  the  ilate  of  public  af- 
fairs exhibited,  in  the  month  of 
November  1776  ;  the  notice  of  his 
appoir  .ment,  upon  the  decifive 
part  at  length  taken  by  France, 
v/as  conveyed  to  the  admiral, 
through  the  chief  minifter  of  the 
marine,  with  every  appearance  of 
concurrence  and  approbation  ;  and 
the  bearer  of  this  melTage,  who 
fecmed  to  feel  no  fmall  degree  of 
pleaiure  in  the  employment,  (al- 
though he  afterwards  became  his 
accaier)  was  his  particular  friend 
and  intimate  acquaisUance  of  very 
long  Handing.  This  gentleman, 
who  was  vice  admiral  of  the  blue,^ 

and 
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and  Hkewife  a  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, was  to  ferve  in  Mr.  Kep- 
pel's  fleet,  as  third  in  command. 
It  would  be  needlefs  to  dwell  upon 
the  well-founded  fatisfaclion  and 
confidence,  which  the  afliilance  of 
officers,  {landing  in  fuch  a  degree 
of  intimacy  and  friendfhip,  muft 
afford  to  a  commander  in  chief. 
It  feems  to  meet,  fo  far  as  it  goes, 
that  firft  wi(h  of  every  general,  to 
have  the  choice  of  thofe  officers  on 
whom  he  mull:  principally  confide, 
and  on  whofe  condudl,  his  repu- 
tation and  fuccefs  muft  fo  much 
depend. 

With  the  force  we  have  men- 
tioned, the  greateft  national  truft 
that  could  be  repofed,  and  unli- 
mited difcretionary  powers,  the  ad- 

T  ,       miral   failed    from  St. 

June  13th,    TT  1     5  n^u      .     a 

''  ,f         Helen  s.       The    truft 
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was  indeed   great,  for 


the  ftate  of  public  affairs  was  ex- 
ceedingly critical.  It  was  well 
known  that  France  had  a  ftrong 
fleet  at  Breft,  and  in  fuch  a  ftate 
of  preparation,  as  fufficiently  in- 
dicated fome  immediate  and  im- 
portant defign.  Our  great  com- 
mercial fleets,  loaded  with  that 
wealth,  which  could  alone  enable  us 
to  encounter  fuch  formidable  ene- 
mies, and  to  fupport  fo  compli- 
cated and  extenlive  a  war,  were 
on  their  way  home  from  different 
quarters  of  the  globe.  To  the 
proiedion  of  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain,  was  to  be  added 
the  defence  of  her  extenfive  coails, 
the  fecurity  of  her  vaft  capital,  and 
the  prefervation  of  thofe  invaluable 
refervoirs  of  her  naval  power,  in 
which  were  equally  included,  her 
prtfent  ftrength,  and  her  future 
hope.  All  thefe  immeufe  objeds, 
were  committed  to  the  defence  of 
twenty  iliips. 
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The  fleet  had  fcarcely  arrived  at 
its  ftation  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
when  an  occafion  offered  to  fhew, 
that  great  difcretionary  po\yers  are 
liable  to  much  perfonal  rifque,  un- 
lefs  the  moft  cordial  fupport  is  af- 
forded, by  thofe  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  public  affairs,  to  the  per- 
fon  on  whom  thefe  powers  is  de- 
legated. Two  French  frigates, 
with  two  fmaller  veffels,  appeared 
in  fight,  and  were  evidently  taking 
a  furvey  of  the  fleet.  The  ad- 
miral's fltuation  was  nice  and  dif- 
ficult. War  had  not  been  de- 
clared, nor  even  reprizals  ordered. 
It  was,  however,  neceffary  to  rtop 
thefe  frigates,  as  well  to  obtain 
intelligence,  as  to  prevent  its  being 
conveyed.  Indeed  it  feemed  a  mat- 
ter of  indilpenfible  neceffity,  not 
to  mifs  theopportunitv  of  acquiring 
fome  knowledge  of  the  ftate,  fl- 
tuation, and  views  of  the  enemy. 
But  that  fluduation  of  counfels, 
which,  as  we  have  ftated,  feemed 
to  prevail  at  that  time,  joined  to 
the  peculiar  circumftddces  of  the  ad- 
miral's political  fltuation,  feemed, 
all  together,  to  render  any  ftrong 
meafure  exceedingly  hazardous. 
He  might  have  been  difavowed ; 
and  a  war  with  France  might  be 
charged  to  his  raflinefs,  or  to  the 
views  and  principles  of  his  party. 
In  this  dilemma,  the  admiral  de- 
termined to  purfue  that  line  of. 
condud  which  he  deemed  right, 
and  to  abide  the  confequences. 
The  fubfequent  behaviour  of  the 
French  frigates,  feemed  calcu- 
lated to  afford  a  juftification  for 
any  meafure  of  violence  he  could 
have  purfued. 

A  general  fignal  for    y  , 

1      *        L  '  J        I une  lytn. 

chacing    being   made,    •'  ' 

the  Milford  frigate  got  in  the  even- 
ing along-fide  of  the  Licorne  of  33 

guns. 
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guns,  and  in  the  moll  obliging 
terms,  required,  or  rather  requelled, 
the  French  captain,  to  come  un- 
der the  admiral's  Hern  ;  this  was 
refufed,  but  upon  the  coming  up  of 
a  fhip  of  the  line,  and  her  firing  a 
gun,  the  Frenchman  flood  to  her, 
and  was  brought  into  the  fleet. 
The  admiral  fent  a  meffage  to  lee- 
ward, that  every  civility  ihould  be 
exprelled  to  the  French  captain, 
and  a!fo  information  given,  that 
he  would  fee  him  as  foon  as  they 
could  come  up  in  the  morning  ; 
the  veflcls  who  had  him  in  charge 
received  orders  to  attend  to  him 
through  the  night,  and  to  bring 
him  up  without  moleftation. 

In  the  morning,  an  unexpeded 
movement  made  by  the  French  fri- 
gate, occafioned  one  of  the  convoy 
to  fire  a  (hot  acrofs  her  way,  as  a 
fignal  for  keeping  her  courfe,  when, 
to  the  aftoniihment  of  the  admiral 
and  the  whole  fleet,  Ihe  fuddenly 
poured  her  whole  broadfide,  accom- 
panied with  a  genera!  difcharge  of 
her  mufquetry,  into  the  America  of 
7^].  guns ;  at  the  very  inflant  that 
Lord  Longford  her  comniander  was 
flanding  upon  the  gunwale,  and 
talking  in  terms  of  the  utraoil:  po- 
liteneis  to  the  French  captain.  The 
frigate  inftantly  Itruck  her  colours 
afs  foon  as  Ihe  had  difcharged  her 
fire.  Several  of  the  fliot  flruck  the 
America;  and  it  ieemed  little  lefs 
than  a  miracle,  confidering  the 
clofenefs  of  the  fhips,  and  the  un- 
lufpeding  flate  of  the  crew,  that 
only  four  of  her  people  were 
wounded.  Although  this  behaviour 
merited  the  levcreR.  return  ;  and 
that  a  broadfide,  which  would  pro- 
bably have  fenc  her  to  the  bottom, 
was  that  immediately  to  be  ex- 
pefted,  yet,  the  noble  commander 
9f  the  America,  with  a  magnani- 


mity, humanity,  and  admirable 
command  of  temper,  which  reflect 
the  higheft  honour  on  his  charac- 
ter, did  not  return  a  fingle  ftiot. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  other 
French  frigate,  called  La  Belle 
Poule,  which  was  of  great  force, 
and  heavy  metal,  with  a  fchooner 
of  10  guns  in  company,  wereclofely 
purfued  by  the  Arethufa  frigate. 
Captain  MarOial,  and  the  Alert 
cutter,  until  they  got  out  of  fight 
of  the  fleet.  The  Arethufa  having 
at  length  got  up  with  her  chafe, 
requefted  the  French  captain  to 
bring  to,  and  acquainted  him  with 
the  orders  of  bringing  him  to  the 
admiral.  A  compliance  with  thefe 
requifitions  being  peremptorily  re- 
fufed by  the  French  officer.  Cap- 
tain Marlhall  fired  a  (hot  acrofs 
the  Belle  Poule,  which  (he  inftantly 
returned,  by  pouring  her  whole 
broadfide  into  the  Arethufa,  then 
very  clofe  along  fide. 

A  defperate  engagement  enfued, 
and  was  continued  with  unufual 
warmth  and  animofity  for  above 
two  hours  ;  each  fide  vying  with 
the  utnioft  degree  of  national  emu- 
lation to  obtain  the  palm  of  vidory, 
in  this  firft  aftion  and  opening  of 
a  new  war.  The  French  frio-ate 
was  much  fupenor  in  weight  of 
metal  and  number  of  men  ;  nor 
could  flie  at  all  have  fpared  any 
part  of  thofe  advantages.  At 
length,  the  Arethufa  was  fo  much 
fl^iattered  in  her  malls,  fails,  and 
rigging,  and  there  being  at  the 
fame  time  but  little  wind  for  her 
government,  fhe  became  in  a  great 
meafure  unmanageable  ;  and  they 
being  now  upon  the  enemy's  coaft, 
and  the  French  fnip's  head  in  with 
the  land,  the  latter  took  that  op- 
portunity of  Handing  into  a  fmall 
bay,  where  feveral  boats  came  to 

her 
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her  affiflance  at  day-light,  and 
towed  her  into  a  place  of  fafety. 

During  the  fore  part  of  this 
aftion,  the  engagement  was  no  lefs 
warm  between  Captain  Fairfax,  in 
the  Alert  cutter,  and  the  French 
fchooner.  Their  force  was  about 
equal ;  the  former  carrying  ten, 
and  the  latter  (if  we  remember 
right)  eight  guns.  The  conteli 
was  well  fupported  for  upwards  of 
an  hour ;  when  the  fchooner  was 
compelled  to  (Irike,  with  the  lofs  of 
five  men  killed,  and  feven  mor- 
tally wounded.  The  Arethufa  had 
faffered  fo  much,  that  fhe  was  towed 
back  to  the  fleet  by  the  Valiant 
and  Monarch,  both  of  which  had 
purfued  the  chace.  Her  lofs  in 
men  was  alfo  conliderable,  amount- 
ing to  eight  killed,  and  thirty-fix 
wounded.  That  of  the  Belle  Poule 
was  pr.'digious.  The  French  ac- 
count acknowledges  above  forty 
ilain,  and  fifty -feven  wounded. 
Among  the  former  was  the  fecond 
in  command. 

They  acknowledge  that  the  Belle 
Poule  carried  26  twelve  pounders  ; 
but  they  forget  to  enumerate  thofe 
of  lighter  metal,  whirh  are  faid  to 
have  amounted  to  14  more;  and 
they  efcimate  the  Arethufa  at  28 
fix  pounders.  Notwichftanding  this 
fuperiority  of  force,  the  brave  and 
obftinate  defence  made  by  the  Belle 
Poule,  in  this  firft  aftion  of  a  new 
war,  when  the  terrors  of  our  naval 
prowefs  in  the  lafl,  were  not  yet 
forgotten,  became  a  matter  of  great 
praife,  and  wonderful  exultation. 
The  King  of  France  took  care  to 
nouriili  this  national  pride  and  opi- 
nion, as  well  by  the  honour  and 
promotion  which  he  bellowed  on 
the  captain  and  other  principal 
officers,  as  by  the  pecuniary  re- 
wards to  thole  in  a  more  fubaitern 


degree,  and  his  liberal  munificence 
to  the  widows,  families,  or  rela- 
tions, of  thofe  who  fell  in  the  ac- 
tion. Nor  was  this  attention  con- 
fined to  the  officers.  The  wounded 
feamen,  and  the  widows  of  their 
fellows  who  were  flain,  partook,  in 
a  proportional  degree,  of  the  fame 
bounty;  and  the  whole  was  crowned 
with  a  confiderable  benefadion  to 
the  {hip's  company  in  general.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Captains  Mar- 
fhal  and  Fairfax,  received  great 
praife  from  their  commander,  and 
not  more  than  they  deferved. 

In  the  mean  time,  another  French 
frigate  fell  in  with  the  fleet,  and 
was  detained  by  the  admiral,  under 
colour  of  the  hoftility  committed, 
and  the  extraordinary  circumftances 
of  ill  conduct  with  which  it  was 
attended,  by  the  captain  of  the 
Licorne  ;  but  feveral  French  mer- 
chantmen were  fuffered  to  pafs 
through  the  fleet  unmolefted,  as  he 
did  not  think  himfelf  at  all  autho- 
rized to  interrupt  their  commerce. 
It  was  reported,  we  know  not  with 
what  authority,  that  thefe  frigates, 
with  fome  other  veflels,  were  cruiz- 
ing to  intercept  our  Mediterranean 
fleet  of  merchantmen,  which,  in- 
cluding thofe  from  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, amounted  to  about  70  fail, 
and  which  were  then  upon  the  point 
of  immediate  arrival. 

From  the  taking  of  the  French 
frigates,  the  admiral  derived  a 
fcurce  of  information  of  the  moft 
critical  and  alarming  nature.  He 
had  been  taught,  as  he  affirmed, 
to  believe  that  he  commanded  a 
fleet,  which,  if  not  quite  equal  in 
number  and  force,  was  yet  fuch,  as 
from  a  confidence  in  his  officers  and 
men,  he  might  venture,  without 
raihnefs,  to  oppofe  to  any  thing 
that  could  have  been  brought  but 
againil 
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againft  him  during  his  cruize.  He 
was  now  clofe  upon  the  enemy's 
coaft,  and  within  fight  of  UlTiant, 
when  he  difcovered,  to  his  inex- 
prefhble  aftonilhment,  from  the  pa- 
pers, and  other  means  of  inform- 
ation which  the  capture  of  the  fri« 
gates  had  thrown  into  his  hands, 
that  the  French  Iket  in  Brelt  Road 
and  Breft  Water,  amounted  to  32 
ihips  of  the  line,  behdes  10  or  12 
frigates  ;  whereas  his  own  force 
confiiled  only  of  20  of  the  former, 
and  three  of  the  latter. 

His  fituation  was  certainly  highly 
perplexing,  and  no  lefs  critical.  Jt 
was  fcarcely  pclfible  to  fuppofe,  that 
he  could  have  been  fent  out  with 
fuch  a  force,  and  where  objeds  of 
fuch  immenfe  importance,  as  per- 
haps included  no  lefs  than  the  very 
exiftence  of  the  empire,  were  at 
flake,  under  any  intention  of  his 
encountering  fo  prodigious  a  fupe- 
riority  ;  and  it  was  yet  fcarcely 
lefs  difficult  to  conceive  or  believe, 
that  adminillration  in  general,  or 
that  great  department  of  the  flate 
under  which  he  immediately  afted, 
in  particular,  could  have  been  poffi- 
bly  deficient  in  information,  on 
the  full  poffeiTion  of  which  the  pub- 
lic welfare  and  fafety  fo  diredlly 
hung,  and  which  they  could  not 
want  means  of  procuring  with  the 
utmoft  facility. 

In  fo  untoward  a  iituation,  It  was 
indeed  difficult  what  to  decide  on. 
Want  of  experience  feems  as  necef- 
fary  as  want  of  vvifdom,  to  infpire 
contempt  for  an  enemy.  The  con- 
fequences  of  a  defeat  on  the  ene- 
my's coall,  were  not  in  this  cafe,  as 
in  the  general  courfe  of  wars,  to  be 
meafured  only  by  a  temporary  lofs  of 
territory,  or  fubftraftion  of  glory. 
Every  thing  was  at  flake.  The  for- 
tune, and  perhaps  the  being  of  this 
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country^  were  to  be  committed  to 
the  hazard  of  a  fingle  die.  Our 
own  narrow  feas  might  be  fwept  by 
an  infuhing  enemy  ;  our  open 
coafh  every  where  expofed  to  de- 
vaftation  and  ruin  ;  and  the  king- 
dom to  open  invafion. 

Such  were  fome  of  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  that  were  to  be  appre- 
hended from  a  defeat  in  the  prefenr 
Hate  of  things  ;  and  the  more  ef- 
pecially,  as  that,  through  the  cou- 
rage of  the  commanders,  and  the 
urgency  of  the  occafion,  could  only 
have  been  accomplilhed  by  the 
abfolute  dellruiftion  of  the  fleet  ; 
vvliilll  the  unfortunate  deficiency  of 
naval  flores  and  proviiion  whicli 
then  prevailed  within  the  kingdom, 
with  the  dithculty,  if  not  impradli- 
cability,  under  fuch  circumilances, 
of  procuring  a  foreign  fupply,  and 
the  expoied  fituation  of  our  docks, 
yards,  and  confequently  of  a!!  thofe 
fliips  which  were  either  building  or 
under  repair,  would,  all  together, 
prefent  fuch  an  opening  to  final 
ruin  and  calamity,  that  fcarcely  a 
hope  could  be  entertained  of  re- 
trieving the  flroke.  On  the  other 
hand,  to  fly  from  the  coall  of  an 
infulted  enemy,  when  that  enemy 
was  coming  out  to  avenge  the  in- 
fulr,  would  be  an  incident  as  new 
in  the  naval  hiilory  of  England,  as 
it  would  feem  inconfillent  with  the 
prefent  opinion,  and  degrading  to 
the  paft  renown  of  the  commander. 

In  this  dilemma,  the  admiral 
determined  that  all  other  confider- 
ations  (hould  give  way,  to  what  h« 
deemed  a  faithful  difcharge  of  the 
great  trulls  repofed  in  him  j  the  pri- 
mary objefls  of  which,  were  tiie 
protedion  of  his  country,  and  the 
prefervation  of  her  commerce.  He 
wifely  thought  the  Hakes  were  toa 
great  to  be  hazarded  againft  vait 

oddij, 


62]        ANNUAL   RE 

odds,  either  upon  perfonal,  or  pro- 
feffional  punttilio.  It  was,  how- 
ever, a  difficult  conqueil.  He  af- 
terwards declared,  when  compelled 
to  a  public  explanation  and  defence 
of  his  conduft,  that  he  never  in  his 
\life  felt  fo  deep  a  rnelancholy,  as 
when  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
turn  his  back  on  France. — And, 
that  his  courage  was  never  put  to 
fuch  a  trial  as  in  that  retreat;  but 
that  it  was  his  firm  perfuafion,  that 
his  country  was  faved  by  it. 

,  Upon   the  return  of  the 

27tn.^  fleet  to  Portfmouth,  the  ad- 
miral had  an  opportunity  of  veri- 
fying by  experience,  the  necel- 
fity  to  a  commander  in  chief,  ef- 
pecially  in  critical  feafons,  and 
endowed  with  large  difcretionary 
powers,  to  be  well  luppoTted  in  the 
cabinet,  and  to  meet  with  a  difpo- 
fition  to  a  favourable  conftrudlion 
and  acceptance  of  his  well-direded 
fervices,  in  thofe  nice  and  doubtful 
fuuations,  wherein  no  fpecific  line 
of  condudl  can  be  laid  down  for  his 
direftion,  and  in  which,  either  per- 
fonal refponfibiiity  muil  be  hazard- 
ed, or  what  appears  at  the  time  to 
be  the  eflential  intereRs  of  his 
country  facrificed.  He  had  al- 
ready gone  in  two  inftances  to  the 
limits  of  his  difcretionary  powers. 
The  taking  of  the  frigates,  and  the 
return,  contrary  to  cxpedation  and 
intention,  if  not  to  direft  orders, 
from  his  ftation,  were  meafures  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  admitted  of  no 
medium  in  their  conllraftion.  They 
were  either  abfolutely  right,  or  they 
muft  be  abfolutely  wrong.  In  the 
former  cafe,  they  demanded  not 
only  immediate,  but  great  appro- 
bation ;  in  the  latter,  the  moft  di- 
reft  reprehenfion.  The  officer, 
who  had  committed  errors  of  fuch 
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magnitude  and  danger,  fliould  not 
again,  by  any  means,  have  been 
entrulled  with  a  command  of  fuch 
national  importance. 

The  admiral  was,  however,  left 
in  this  ftate  of  uncertainty  ;  and 
with  fo  great  a  trull  in  his  hands, 
never  received  the  fmallell  direft 
or  official  approbation  of  his  con- 
du£l  in  either  inftance.  But  he 
feemed  to  be  immediately  delivered 
over,  without  mercy,  to  the  obloquy 
and  fcurrility  of  thofe  publications, 
which  he  confidered  as  being  under 
the  immediate  direftion  of  the  mi- 
nifters  ;  and  which,  from  the  cir- 
circumftance  of  their  abufe  having 
been  fo  frequently  the  prelude  to 
the  downfal  or  difgrace  of  officers, 
are  particularly  confidered  as  being, 
in  fome  fort,  in  the  fecret,  and  as 
having  the  fanelion  of  authority 
for  their  cenfure  and  condemnation. 
By  thefe,  the  admiral's  return  and 
conduifl  were  branded  with  the  moft 
opprobrious  terms  which  language 
was  capable  of  beftowing,  and  af- 
cribed  to  the  moft  difgraceful  mo- 
tives j  his  general  character  treated 
with  the  moft  indecent  fcurrility  ; 
and  as  they  placed  his  conduct  and 
his  merits  in  the  fame  fcale  with 
thofe  of  Admiral  Byng,  fo  they 
boldly  and  direftly  threatened  him 
with  the  lame  fare. 

The  admiral  bore  all  the  dif- 
couraging,  as  well  as  the  difagree- 
able  circumftances  he  met,  with 
wonderful  temper.  "He  made  no 
complaints  himfelf,  did  every  thing 
to  ftifle  difcontents  in  others,  preffed 
forward  the  preparations  for  his  re- 
turn to  fea,  without  noife  or  pa- 
rade, and  bore  all  the  unmerited 
reproach  that  was  thrown  upon 
him,  without  being  once  tempted 
to  a  jullification,  which,  by  the 
narration 
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narration  of  the  faft,  muft  necef- 
farily  have  criminated  the  riill  lord 
of  the  admiralty. 

The  fortunate  arrival  of  the  two 
firft  of  our  WcH- India  fleets,  and 
of  the  Levant  trade,  brought  in  a 
fupply  of  feamen,  ac  the  molt  cri- 
tical period  in  which  they  could 
have  ever  been  wanted.  By  this 
means,  and  the  exertions  every 
where  ufed  by  'the  admiralty,  the 
admiral  was  enabled  to 
July  9th.     pm-agaii,  to  fea,  on  the 

13th  day  from  his  arrival  at  Portf- 
mouth,  with  24  fhips  of  the  line  ; 
and  was  joined  on  the  way  by  fix 
more  ;  the  paucity  of  frigates  iHU 
continued,  there  being  an  addition 
of  only  one,  to  which  was  alfo 
added  two  firefliips.  But  the  fhips 
in  general  were  commanded  by 
men,  who  in  point  of  fkill,  abi- 
lity and  courage,  were  of  the 
highelt  eftimation. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French 
king  made  ufe  of  the  engagement 
with  the  Belle  Poule,  and  the  tak- 
ing of  the  other  frigates,  as  the 
oftenfible  ground,  for  ilfulng  out 
orders  for  reprifal  on  the  fnips  of 
Great-Britain  ;  and  the  ordinance 
for  the  diftribution  of  prizes,  which 
we  have  already  obferved  had  been 
pafTed  a  confiderable  time  before, 
although  hitherto  kept  dormant, 
was  now  immediately  publiflied. 
Similar  raeafures  were  likewife  pur- 
fued  in  England,  as  foon  as  the 
account  of  thefe  trahfaftions  was 
received.  Thus  nothing  of  war 
was  wanting  between  the  two  na- 
tions, exceprtng  Merely  its  name, 
or  rather  the  formality  of  the  pro- 
clamation. 

On  the  day  preceding  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Britiili  fleet  from  Portf- 
mouth,  the  French  fleet  failed  :rom 
Breil,  amounting  to  32  fail  ox  the 
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line,  and  a  cloud  of  frigates.  They 
were  divided  in  three  fquadrons  or 
diviflons,  the  whole  being  under 
the  command  of  the  Count  d'Or- 
villlers,  who  v/as  aililled  in  his  own 
particular  divifion,  by  Admiral  the 
Count  de  Guichen.  The  fecond 
was  commanded  by  the  Count  Du- 
chafFault,  affifted  by  M.  de  Roche- 
chovart  ;  and  the  third  by  the 
Duke  of  Chartres,  (prince  of  the 
blood)  who  was  feconded  by  Ad- 
miral the  Count  de  Graffe.  M.  de 
la  Motte  Piquet,  although  an  ad- 
miral, adled  as  firft-captain  in  the 
Duke  of  Chartres'  fliip.  On  their 
departure  from  Brelt,  the  Lively 
frigate,  which  had  been  fent  to 
watch  their  motions,  got  fo  involved 
amongfl  them  that  ihe  could  not 
poffibly  efcape^  and  was  accordingly 
taken. 

The  Englilh  fleet  was  likewife 
thrown  into  three  divifions ;  the 
van  being  commanded  by  Sir  Ro- 
bert Harland,  Vice- Admiral  of  the 
Red  ;  and  the  rear  by  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Blue. 
The  commander  in  chief  was  afliiled 
by  the  voluntary  fervices  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Campbell,  a  brave  and 
experienced  officer,  who  from  an- 
cient friendfliip,  and  a  long  par- 
ticipation of  danger  and  fervice, 
condefcended  to  ad  as  iirft-captaia 
in  his  own  fhip  the  Viftory. 

The  two  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each 
other  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  of 
July.  It  appears  from  the  movements 
and  conduft,  both  then  and  after, 
of  the  French  admiral,  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  increafe  of 
Mr.  KeppePs  ftrength,  at  their  firft 
meeting;  but  conhdered  his  fleet 
as  being  ftill  in  about  the  fame  Hate 
as  to  number,  in  which  it  had  been 
at  the  time  of  quitting  its  ftation 
before  Breft.  Under  this  impreflion, 

he 
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he  feemed  difpofed  for  bringing  on 
an  immediate  engagement;  but  as 
foon  as  the  fleets  had  approached 
fo  near,  as  pretty  well  to  difcover 
each  others  force,  he  feemed  evi- 
dently to  relinquifn  that  determin- 
ation, and  continued  afterwards  to 
evade  with  great  caution  and  know- 
ledge in  his  profcilion,  all  thofe 
endeavours  which  were  conftantly 
ufed  on  the  other  fide  to  bring  on 
an  adion. 

As  night  was  near,  and  that  ge- 
neral aftions  by  fea  are  always  to 
be  avoided  at  that  feafon,  the  Bri- 
tifh  admiral  only  brought  the  fleet 
to,  in  a  line  of  battle,  leaving  the 
option  of  attack  to  the  enemy.  A 
frefn  gale,  and  a  change  of  wind 
in  the  night,  made  fome  confider- 
able  alteration  in  the  relative  fitu- 
ation  of  the  oppofed  fleets.  The 
French  had  now  gained  the  wea- 
ther-gage, which  afforded  them  the 
great  advantage,  of  either  bring- 
ing on  an  adlion,  nearly  in  the 
time  and  manner  they  liked,  or  of 
avoiding  it  totally.  Two  of  their 
line  of  battle  fliips  had,  however, 
fallen  confiderably  in  the  night  to 
leeward  ;  and  the  admiral  now  fee- 
ing that  they  lludioufly  avoided  an 
engagement,  and  being  fenfible  of 
the  difiiculty  of  forcing  them  to 
that  decifion,  while  the  wind  held 
in  its  prefent  ftate,  determined  if 
poffible  to  profit  of  this  feparation, 
and  to  reduce  his  opponent  to  the 
alternative,  of  either  facrificing 
two  of  his  capital  fliips,  or  of  ha- 
zarding a  general  adlion. 

The  French  commander  chofe  to 
fubmit  to  the  rifque  of  the  former. 
Although  the  two  fliips  were  not 
taken,  they  were  fo  effeflually  cut 
off  from  the  refl:  of  the  fleet,  that 
they  were  never  able  to  rejoin  them 
during  the  remainder  of  the  cruizej 


and  another  fhip,  which  had  fuf- 
tained  fome  damage  during  the 
night  in  the  gale,  was  expofed  to 
fuch  imminent  danger  of  being 
taken,  as  to  owe  her  efcape  merely 
to  a  fudden  fhift  of  the  wind.  By 
the  cutting  off  of  the  two  former 
veflels,  the  hoftile  fleets  were  placed 
upon  an  equality  in  point  of  num- 
ber, with  refpeft  to  line  of  battle 
fliips. 

For  four  fuccefllve  days,  the  fleet 
continued  conilantly  to  beat  up 
againfl:  the  wind  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy  ;  who  might  have  chofen 
any  hour  of  that  time  to  have  come 
to  a  general  engagement.  This 
flacknefs  with  refpeft  to  aftion,  is 
not,  however,  to  be  attributed  to 
any  want  of  fpirit  in  Monf  D'Or- 
villiers,  the  gallantry  of  that  ofiicer 
being  unqueitioned  ;  but  the  mo- 
tives which  operated  on  both  com- 
manders, were  as  totally  different 
as  their  condudl.  Mr.  Keppel  had 
the  ftrongell  and  moll  urgent  rea- 
fons,  for  prefTing  on  an  engagement 
with  the  greateft  poflible  expedi- 
tion ;  and  the  fame  reafons  operat- 
ed, though  in  a  lefl^er  degree,  upon 
his  adverfary,  to  abftain  from  that 
final  iflAie.  The  greatefl  bodies  of 
the  Britilh  trade  were  then  on  their 
return  home.  Two  Eaft-lrrdia,  and 
two  Wefl-India  fleets,  of  immenfe 
value,  were  hourly  expefted.  The 
French  fleet,  from  their  order  of 
failing,  and  the  number  of  their 
frigates,  fpread  over  fo  vaft  an  ex- 
tent of  ocean,  that  Mr.  Keppel 
found  it  necelTary  to  warn  the  ad- 
miralty in  his  letters,  of  the  un- 
avoidable danger  to  which  any 
fhips  that  attempted  to  join  him 
would  thereby  be  expofed.  As  the 
Britifli  fleet  cut  off  that  of  France 
from  their  own  ports,  fo  the  fleet 
of  France  ^was  fpread  athwart  that 
courfe. 
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Coarfe^  which  our  homeward  trade 
was  likely  to  hold  ;  and  from  the 
iituation  of  both  ficets,  and  the 
ftate  of  the  wind,  might  have  taken 
them  in  the  Britilh  admiral's  fight, 
without  a  pjffibility  of  his  prevent- 
ing it. 

Nor  was  this  (late  of  things  ren- 
der, d  lefs  irkfome,  nor  the  appre- 
henfions  reiulting  from  it  quulihed, 
by  any  well-founded  confidence  that 
it  might  not  be  of  long  continu- 
ance. On  the  contrary,  our  ov^n 
naval  hillories  record  an  example 
in  the  reign  of  King  William,  when 
the  celebrated  Admiral  P.uife!  was 
obliged  to  undergo  for  two  months 
the  moriihcarion,  of  being  almtdl 
in  the  daily  view  of  the  French 
fleet,  without  his  being  able  in  all 
that  time  to  bring  them  to  aftion. 
The  admiral  had  alfo  another  mo- 
tive for  his  anxiety  to  bring  on  an 
engagement  upon  any  terms  what- 
ever. This  motive  was  founded  in 
his  inllruftions.  For  although  he 
did  not  for  prudential  reaions  think 
iic  to  produce  them  on  his  trial,  he 
made  no  ftiruple  of  declaring  freely 
to  the  court,  that  his  inftrudtions 
vent  diredly  and  abfolutely  to  that 
point  of  fighting  the  enemv. 

In  this  purfuit  of  the  Frer,ch 
fleet,  the  preferving  of  a  regular 
line  of  battle,  with  any  hope  of 
,  bringing  them  to  adion,  was  evi- 
dently impradicable.  That  fignal 
was  accordingly  hauled  down  from 
the  23d,  and  that  for  chacing  to 
windward  kept  conftantly  fiving. 
In  this  meafure,  the  admiral  was 
fupported,  not  oftly  by  his  own 
judgment,  but  by  the  pra£tical  ex- 
ample ot  fome  of  tkegreateft  names, 
who  had  ever  fupported  or  efca- 
bliflied  the  honour  of  the  Britiih 
flag.  But  the  meafure  was  of  a 
nature^  which  rendered  ail  prece- 
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dent  unnereffary  forits  juHIficaticn. 
The  aliiduous  and  continual 'endea- 
vours of  the  French  admiral  to 
avoid  an  engagement,  afforded  full 
caufe  for  apprehending  that  he  ex- 
pefted  a  reinforcement,  and  that, 
indfpendent  6f  all  other  motives, 
would  have  been  fulficient  for  ufing 
every  means  to  bring  it  fuddenly 
on^  By  adhering  to  a  line  of  bat- 
tle, the  French  fleet  would  have 
been  evidently  out  of  figlu  in  a 
very  fhort  time,  and  the  probable 
confequence  would  have  been,  ei- 
ther the  lofs  of  our  foreign  coft- 
voys,  or  infult  to  the  coaft  of  Eng- 
land. The  admiral  accordingly 
continued  the  chace  wirhout  inter- 
miuion,  keeping  his  fleet  at  the 
fame  time  as  miich  colled^led,  as 
the  nature  of  a  purfuit  would  admit 
of,  in  order  to  feize  the  firll  op- 
portunity which  a  change  of  wind 
might  afford,  of  bringing  theenemj^ 
to  a  ciafe  a^.d  decifive  aiflion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of 
July,  the  Ffench  fleet  were  at  day- 
break, as  much  to  windward,  and 
at  as  great  a  diuance,  as  they  had 
generally  been  during  the  preced- 
ing days ;  and  Teemed  alfo  to  avoid 
an  adion  with  as  much  induiiry  as 
ever.  The  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue  was  then  rather  more  to  lee- 
ward than  his  iiation  required;  and 
having  his  mainfail  up,  it  obliged 
the  fhips  of  that  diviiion  to  conti- 
nue under  an  esify  fail.  Thi-i  in- 
duced the  commander  in  chief  to 
throw  out  a  figna!,  for  feveral 
fhips  of  that  divifion  to  chace  to 
windward.  The  enerfiy's  fleet  werS 
then  near  three  leagues  to  windvC'ardi 
and  going  oft  clofe  by  the  v^ind 
with  a  prefl'-d  fail.  The  motive 
afligned  for  the  fignal  \Vas  to  coUeft 
as  many  of  thofe  lliips  to  windward 
as  could  be  done,  in  order  to  fill 
[E\  up 
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»p  that  interval  between   the  com-  adverfary  in  the  oppofue  Hne,  and 

mander  in  chief's  ihip  and  the  vice-  the  adion  could  fcarcely  fail  of  be- 

admiral,     which    had    been    occa-  ing    decifive,     they    fuddenly    put 

fioncd  by  the  larcer   falling  {q   far  about  on    the   contrary    tack.     By 

to  leoward  ;  and  thuj,  by  ilrength-  this     manoeuvre,     the    heads     and 

ening  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  to  courfe  of  the  fhips   in   each   fle-ot, 

be  ready  tor  any  chance  that  might  being  direfted    to   oppolite  points 

occur   of   br-nging    the   enemy    to  of  the  compafs   wi:h    thofe  of  the 

afdon.     And  the  reafon    why  the  other,   they  could  only  engage   as 

fignal  \v;is  not  made   to  the  whole  they   paffed,   ihllead   of  lying  fide 

divifioninftead  of  particular  fhips,  to  fide,   (o  as  to  make  an  eftedual 

was,     that    they    then    mull;    have  impreffion. 

chaced  in  a  body',  which  would  Thuy  it  will  be  eafily  conceived, 
have  retarded  the  belt  going  ihips,  that  in  this  courfe  cf  engagement, 
by  an  attfndancc  on  their  imme-  any  Britilh  fhip  that  could  fetch 
diate  ccmrnander.  Indeed  the  the  head  of  the  French  fleet,  would 
vice  admiral  feemed  io  fenlible  of  receive  and  return  the  fire  of  every 
the  object  of  the  fignal,  that  it  fnip  from  firlt  to  laft  in  their  line ; 
produced  an  immediaic  efi'ect  in  which  would  have  been  (till  kept  up 
the  condudt  of  his  own  fliip,  by  by  thole  that  followed,  until  both 
a  confiderable  augmentation  of  fleets  had  totally  pafled  each  other, 
fail.  '  It  neceflarily  followed  of  courfe. 
Some  changes  of  the  vvind,  and  a  that  thofe  fnips  which  engaged 
dark  fquall,  which  came  on  before  firlt,  would  be  the  foonelt  out  of 
1  1  o'c!oi.k,  produced  i'everal  evo-  action  ;  and  that  the  continuance 
lutions  in  both  fleets,  the  nature  of  each  "in  it,  mult  depend,  upon 
and  effeft  of  which  are  not  eafily  the  part  of  the  French  line  which 
explriined  to  the  latisfaction  of  flie  was  able  to  fetch,  and  the  con- 
Jandmen.  It  feems  upon  the  whole,  fequent  number  of  fliips  fhe  had 
tliat  fome  fudden  fliifts  of  the  wind.  Hill  to  pafs.  Although  this  mode 
together  with  the  unexpcded  and  of  fighting  did  not  at  all  prevent 
unjntentionai  ctl'eit  produced  by  an  the  lofs  of  men,  or  damage  to  the 
.evolution  on  the  French  fide,  being  Ihjps,  yet  it  tended  greatly  to  de- 
al! impro'/ed  upon  by  the  moft  ma-  fer,  if  not  totally  to  evade,  the 
ftcrly  efttirts  on  (he  other,  brought  confcquences  incident  to  thofe  cic- 
the  two  fleets  foclofe,  that  they  co\dd  cumltances  :  as  it  prevented  the 
not  part  without  an  engagement,  fuccefsful  adverfary  from  being  C£- 
But  as  this  was  a  fituation  not  pab'e  of  immediately  purfuing  with 
lough t,  and  a  dccifion  not  vviihed  eflVd,  either  the  blow  which  hie 
by  the  French  commanders,  they  had  given  to  a  fingle  fhip,  or  the 
endeavoured  to  evade  its  conie-  general  impreffion  which  he  "bad 
qui-^nces  as  much  as  pofiible;  and  made  in  the  enemy's  line.  The 
accordingly,  initead  of  fhorcening  necellity  which  induced  the  Britilh 
fail,  and  lying  to,  in  order  to  re-  com.mandcr  to  bring  on  an  engage- 
ceive  the  Britilh  fleet  in  a  line  of  ment,  and  the  determined  perfc- 
battle  on  the  fan.e  tack,  by  whichr  verance  of  the  enemy  in  avoiding 
every  fliip  on  either  fide,  would  it,  rendered  him.  of  courfe,  inca- 
have  been  fairly  engaged  with  her  pable  of  prefcribing  the  terms. 

The 
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The  French  began  the  engage- 
ment, by  filing  at  a  great  diltance 
at  the  headmoll  of"  Sir  Robert  Har- 
land's  divifion,  as  they  led  up  ;  who 
on  the  contrary,  did  not  return  a 
Ihot  until  they  came  within  a  very 
clofe  dillance.  'The  examplevvas 
followed,  or  a  fimilar  co'iJud  pur- 
fued,  by  the  fleet  in  general,  as 
fait  as  each  fnip  could  clo'e  up  with 
the  enemy  ;  and  notwivhilanding 
their  being  ncced'arily  extended  by 
the  chace,  they  were  all  foon  in 
battle.  As  the  fleets  pafied  each 
other  very  dole  on  the  oppofite 
tacks,  the  cannonade  was  very 
heavy,  and  the  efiTeft  confiderable. 
The  action  lafted  from  firil  to  lafl: 
fomething  about  three  hours.  As 
the  French,  in  their  ufual  way, 
direfted  their  fire  principally  at  the 
rigging,  feveral  of  the  Britilh  fliips 
were  a  good  deal  crippled,  and  fuf- 
fered  confiderably  in  their  mafls, 
yards,  and  fails.  The  fire  on  their 
fide,  which  was  principally  level- 
led at  the  hulls  of  the  enemy,  was 
not  deficient  in  its  effect  of  ano- 
ther kind. 

As  foon  as  the  commander  in 
chief  had  pafi^ed  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  the  fmoke  was  fo 
far  cleared  as  to  admit  of  any  ob- 
fervation,  h  s  firll  object  was  to 
look  round  to  the  pofition  of  the 
lliips  which  were  already  come  out 
of  aition,  and  to  confider  of  the 
bell  means  of  brinpinfj  on  a  clofe- 
and  general  engagement,  as  Jbon 
as  the  remainder  of  the  fleets, 
which  were  ftill  figh;ing,  had  pafl'ed 
and  cleared  each  other.  He  foon 
perceived,  that  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  with  part  of  his  divifion, 
had  already  tacked,  and  was  ftand- 
ing  towards  the  enemy  ;  but  ob- 
ferved  at  the  fame  time,  that  none 
of  the  other  fhips  which  were  come 


out  of  a<^ion  had  yet  tackeo',  and 
that  fome  of  them  were  dropping 
to  leeward,  and  feemingly. employ- 
ed in  repairing  their  damages.  His 
own  riiip,  the  Vidory,  had  fo  con- 
fiderable a  ihare  in  the  adtion,  as 
not  to  be  in  condition  for  imme- 
diate tacking;  nor,  if  it  had  been 
otherwife  expedient,  could  he  im- 
mediately wer.r,  and  (land  back  on 
the  fliips  coming  up  allern  of  him 
out  of  the  action,  without  throwing 
them  into  the  utmoft  diforder  and 
confufion. 

This  movement  was,  however, 
performed  as  fpeedily  as  pofiible, 
and  notwith Handing  the  damages 
fullained  by  the  Viifoiy,  fhe  was 
not  only  the  ilrll  fliip  that  wore  of 
the  center  divifion,  and  that  got 
round  again  towards  the  enemy, 
but  it  was  fome  time  before  the  ex- 
ample could  be  followed,  and  not 
above  three  or  four,  were  then  able 
to  clofe  up  with  her.  In  this  fitu- 
ation  of  the  fleet,  the  admiral 
haultrd  down  the  fignal  for  battle, 
which  he  judged  improper  to  be 
kept  abroad,  until  the  fhips  could 
recover  their  llations,  or  at  ieafl  gee 
near  enougn  to  lupport  each  other 
in  aii'tion  ;  and  in  order  to  call 
them  together  for  that  purpofe,  he 
immediately  made  the  fignal  to 
form  the  line  of  battle  a- head, 
which  is  of  ail  others,  that  con- 
fidered  by  feamen  as  the  mofl  for- 
cible, and  as  commanding  the  mofl 
prompt  obedience. 

At  this  time  the  Viftory  was 
a-head  of  all  the  center  and  red 
divifions,  and  had  time  to  unbend 
her  maintoplail,  (which  had  been 
rendered  totally  unferviceable) 
while  the  ihips  aflern  were  endea- 
vouring to  get  into  their  refpe£tive 
fl.ations.  As  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  commanded  ths  rear  divi- 
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fion,  which  was  of  courfe  the  !ail 
out  of  adlion,  he  was  at  this  time 
a-head  of  the  Vifto) y,^  which  was 
now  become  his  proper  llation  ; 
yet  without  regard  to  the  fignal,  he, 
(on  whatever  motives,  pofiibly  juf- 
tifiable  ones)  quitted  his  iLiiinn  in 
the  front  of  that  line  of  battle  for 
which  it  was  flying,  and  pafling  his 
admiral  to  leev/ard  on  the  contrary 
tack,  whilil  he  was  advancing  to 
the  enemy,  never  came  into  the 
line  during  the  reft  of  the  day. 

The  following  is  reprefented  as 
being  then  the  exadt  fstuation  of  the 
fleet.  The  Vidory  was  the  neareft 
•fhip  to  the  enemy,  with  no  more 
than  three  or  four  of  her  own  divj- 
iion  in  any  filuation,  either  to  have 
immediately  fupported  her  or  each 
other  in  a(Stion  j  Sir  Rnlx^rt  Har- 
land,  with  fix  or  feven  fail  of  his 
divijion,  was  to  windward,  and 
ready  for  inllant  fervice  ;  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  was  on  a  con- 
trary tack,  and  totally  out  of  the 
line  ;  other  fhips  were  far  aflern, 
and  five  that  weredifabled  in  their 
ripjrirjg,  at  a  "reat  dii'lance  to  lee- 
ward.  Thus,  the  admiral  could 
not  at  that  time,  which  was  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
colleft  above  twelve  fliips  to  renew 
the  engagement. 

The  French  had  now  got  to 
Jeeward,  and  under  the  exp-^ftation 
of  being  immediately  attacked,  had 
huddled  moft  of  their  ihips  hallily 
together  in  a  kind  of  clufter,  in 
the  operation  of  wearing,  from 
wheiice  they  were  gradually  ilretch- 
ing  out  into  a  line  of  battle;  but 
upon  obferving  the  expofed  fjtu- 
ation  of  thofe  Britilh  fhips  which 
had  fallen  to  leeward  to  repair 
their  damages,  it  induced  fome  al- 
teration in  their  movements,  and 
ihey  began  to  edge  away^  with  aa 


evident  intention  of  cutting  them 
otF  from  the  rell  of  the  fleet.  Tbe 
admiral  inltantly  penetrated  into 
their  defign,  and  the  danger  of 
thofe  fliips  obliged  him  fuddenly 
to  wear,  and  to  Hand  athwart  tbe 
van  of  the  enemy,  in  a  diagonal 
line,  for  their  protedlion.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  diipatched  orders  to 
Sir  Robert  Harland,  to  form  his 
,divifion  at  a  difi:ance  aftern  of  the 
Viflory,  in  order  to  cover  the  rear, 
and  to  keep  the  ene.my  in  check, 
until  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
liiould  in  obedience  to  the  fignal 
(which  was  kept  conftantly  flying) 
come,  with  his  divifion,  into  his 
proper  llation.  Thefe  orders  were 
milantly  obeyed  by  the  vice-admi- 
ral of  the  red,  v/ho  was  accordingly 
formed  in  the  wake  of  the  Viftory, 
before  four  o'clock. 

It  was  this  evolution,  which  was 
afterwards  made  the  foundation  of 
one  of  thofs  principal  charges 
which  were  brought  againft  the  ad- 
miral, it  being  reprefented  ♦*  as 
'*  carrying  the  appearance  of  a 
"  flight,  and  bringing  difgrace 
"  upon  the  Britifh  flag,  by  aifbrd- 
'•  ing  an  opportunity  to  the  enemy 
"  of  claiming  the  vidlory,  and  of 
"  publifning  to  the  world  that 
"  the  fleet  had  ran  away."  And 
it  was  alfo  this  movement,  which 
lomc  of  the  bravell  and  molt  expe- 
rienced officers  in  the  Eritifh  fer-^ 
vice,  and  who  were  prefent  at  the 
time,  declared  upon  oath,  to  have 
appeared,  and  to  have  been  con- 
fidered  by  them,  both  then  and 
after,  as  a  great  and  neceflary  raa- 
nceuvre. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  admiral 
perceiving  that  he  was  nearing  the 
enemy,  by  the  courfe  which  he 
litered  for  the  protection  of  the 
crippled  iliips,  and  that  the  vke- 
admira! 
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admiral  of  the  blue  ftill  continued 
to  lie  to  windward,  Jfnd  by  fo  do- 
ing kept  his   divifion    back  from 
joining  him,  and  from  fupporting 
the  fleet,   he  made  a  fignal  for  all 
fhips  to  windward   to   bear   down 
into   his  wake.      This   fignal   was 
repeated   by  the  vice-admiral,  al- 
though he   had  no:   repeated  that 
for  the  line  of  battle ;  but  as  he 
did  not  bear  down  himfeif,  his  re- 
peating  this  fjgnal   feems  to  have 
been  peculiarly  unlucky  ;  it  having 
been  interpreted,   by  the   lliips   of 
his  divifion,  as  an  order  for  com- 
ing into  his  own  wake,  and  nor  for 
their  going  into  that  ot  the  admiral. 
Thefe  appearances  of  negkdl  of 
duty  in    the   vice-admiral   of  the 
blue,    were   attribuied  to  the  dif- 
abled    condition    of    his    fhip,     to 
which  feveral   witnefies  were  pro- 
duced on  his  trial,  and  on  the  cre- 
dit of  which  he  was  afterwards  ac- 
quitted. The  protedion  of  the  dif- 
abled  (hips  being  accomplifhed,  and 
the  French  fleet  continuing  to  form 
their  line,  ranging  up  to  leew-ard 
parallel   to  the  center  divifion,   it 
became    the    admiral's    immediate 
and    moft  urgent  objeft,    to   foim 
his  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  in  order 
to  bear  down  upon  them  and    re- 
new the  battle,  whilft  it  could  yet 
be  done  with  full  effed.   He  there- 
fore, after  having  repeated  the  fig- 
nal for  Ihips  to  conie  into  his  wake 
with  no  better  efFetl  than   before, 
fent    to    Sir    Robert   Harland,    to 
llretch  away  a- head,    and  to   take 
his  proper  ftation  in   the  line  ;  in 
which    he    was    inltantly    obeyed, 
with  the  ufual   promptnefs  of  xhMC 
excellent   oincer  ;    and    feeing   the 
vice-admiral    of   the    blue    ftiil   to 
irH'indward,  with  his  fore:opfr»i!  un- 
*  bent,  and  without  any   vifiblc  ef- 
iiOrt,    either  towards  fcttin<;  it   10 


rights,  or  for  obeying"  that  fignal 
which  had  been  fo  long  flying,  he 
fent  Captain  Wind  lor  of  the  Fox 
frigate  at  five  o'clock,  with  ex- 
prefs  orders  to  him,  to  bear  down 
into  his,  the  admiral's  wake,  and 
to  tell  him,  that  he  only  waited 
for  him  aiid  his  divifion  to  r«;new 
the  battle.  We  mnll  obferve,  that 
there  is  a  confiderable  variation, 
wuh  regard  to  the  exadt  time  at 
which  this  mcfiatre  was  delivered, 
in  the  evidence  given  upon  the 
trials  of  Admiral  Jveooel  and  Sir 
Hugh  Palliler. 

This  order  not  producing  the 
defired  efl'ed,  and  having  before 
hauled  down  the  fignal  for  coming 
into  his  wake,  the  admiral  .hrew 
CMit  that  for  all  fhips  to  come  into 
their  ftations ;  and  again,  at  feven 
o'clock,  being  wearied  oat  with 
fruitlefs  expedation,  he  made  the 
fjgnal  for  each  particular  fhip  of 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  di- 
vifion to  come  into  her  ilation  in 
the  line;  but  before  thcv  had  com- 
plied with  this  fignal,  night  put  an 
end  to  all  further  operations.  It 
will  fcarcely  efcape  obfervation, 
that  no  fignal  had  been  particu- 
larly thrown  out  to  the  Formidable, 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  own 
fnip :  this  the  admiral  afterwards 
atfriliuted  to  a  motive  of  delicacy, 
founded  on  the  long  fervices  of  that 
ofh  er.  as  well  as  a  due  compiiment 
to  his  rank  in  his  doable  capacity, 
both  as  a  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and 
as  rhe  third  in  the  prefent  com- 
mand ;  a  delicacy  which,  whether 
juAiEable  or  not,  brought  great  in- 
con  veoiencics  onMr.Keppel;  poffi- 
ble crimination  ;  and  is  not  likely 
to  be  imitated  on  fu'ure  occafions. 

Although  the  French,  by  their 
drawintJ'  op  and  foruMng  a  line  pa- 
rallel  to  the  Brrtiili  fleet,  fhewed  a 
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determination  of  fullaining  an  cn- 
gagenitnt,  if  t!»ey  had  been  attack- 
ed, they,  however,  (hewed  evident- 
ly, thai  ihey  vvese  net  at  all  difpoled 
to  urge  matters  to  that  final  con- 
cluiion,  by  any  art  cf  their  own  ; 
as  they  had  it  in  their  power  to 
liave  renewed  the  engagetfient  dur- 
ing evejy  hour  ot  the  afternoon  ; 
and  that  with  fuch  apparent  advan- 
tage, from  a  fituation  of  affairs 
which  it  does  not  feern  could  poili- 
bly  have  efcaped  their  obfervation, 
that  their  mliTing  the  opportunity 
appears  .  litrle  lefs  unaccountable, 
than  the  llrange  circumllance  from 
whence  it  was  derived.  Their  con- 
duct in  the  night  would  have  afford- 
ed a  confirmation  of  their  indifpo- 
(ition  to  renew  the  etigagement,  if 
their  preceding  could  have  left  any 
doubt  upon  the  quelHon.  Three  of 
their  bcft  failing  vefl'els  were  fta- 
tioned  at  proper  diUances  with 
lights,  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
Britiib  fleet,  and  to  induce  them  to 
imagine,  that  the  whole  French 
line  ftill  kept  that  pofition,  in 
which  it  had  been  lall  feen  at  the 
clofe  of  day.  Under  this  deception, 
and  the  favour  of  the  night,  the 
reft  of  their  fleet  withdrew  with  the 
Utmoil  fjicnce,  without  Ights,  and 
without  any  other  fignal,  than  the 
throwing  up  of  fome  rockets,  which 
appeared  about  ten  o'clock,  and 
made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  the 
port  of  Bre.1,^  for  which  place  the 
wind  was  dirertiy  fair,  and  wheie 
they  accordingly  arrived  on  the  fol- 
!k>wing  evening. 

At  day. light,  their  fleet  had  got 
to  fuch  a  dillance,  as  to  be  only 
vifible  from  the  m  aft -heads  of  a 
very  :cw  of  the  Bricilli  Oiips,  ejf- 
cepting  the  three  fail  wc  have  men- 
tioned, which  were  Hill  within  a 
hv/  miles  t«  leeward  of  fome  of  the 
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neareft.  The  admiral  threw  out  a 
figtial  for  four  fliips  to  chace  them; 
but  foon  perceiving  that  two  of 
thefe  were  not  able  to  carry  (o 
much  fail  as  would  even  counte- 
nance the  purfuir,  he  foon  recalled 
It,  And  taking  into  coniideration 
the  crippled  ftaie  of  his  own  fnips, 
the  diitunce  which  the  French  had 
gained  in  the  night,  their  vicinity 
to  their  own  coafts,  and  aHo  re- 
llerting,  that  whatever  they  might 
have  buffered  in  their  huUs^  they 
had  not  apparently  received  any 
great  damage  in^their  means  of 
flight,  he  concluded  upon  the 
whole,  that  he  had  not  the  fmalleft 
profpert  of  coming  up  with  them, 
and  that  neither  a  general  or  par- 
tial purfuit,  could  have  anfwered  any 
wile  or  beneficial  purpofe.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  confidered,  that  a 
vain  and  fruitlefs  purfuit  of  adiftant 
and  flying  enemy  on  their  own  coaft, 
with  a  large  fwell,  and  a  frefh  v.'ind 
blowing  full  upon  it,  and  a  fleet  of 
large  and  heavy  fnips, in  the  ftate  his 
own  was,  would  not  only  have  been 
wantonly  expofing  it  without  end 
or  objert  to  great  rifque  and  dan- 
ger, but  would  alfu  be  a  mifleading 
and  defeating  of  its  operations,  by 
delaying  the  refitment  which  was 
neceffaiy,  for  carrying  on  the  fu- 
ture fervice  with  vigour  and  effect. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the 
account  of  this  adion  and  the  pre- 
ceding circomllances,  is  taken  from 
the  printed  trial  of  Admiral  Kep- 
pel.  The  affair  has  been  fmce  agi- 
tated with  -violence  and  heat,  be- 
tween parties  with  whom  we  have 
no  concern,  and  upon  a  fubjert  of 
which  we  have  not  naval  (kill  fuffi- 
cient  to  form  any  judgment.  But 
as  the  evidence  is  that  of  the 
greated  feamen,  and  men  of  the 
higheil  honour,  upon  oath,  is  for 
6  thq 
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the    greater    part    unconlradidled,      day,  and    by   fome  of  our  bravefl: 


and  received  by  competent  and 
unim  peached  fworn  judges,  we 
could  not,  without  the  grofielt  par- 
tiality or  prejudice,  receive  it  in  any 
other  way,  than  as  it  was  received 
and  decided  on  by  that  court  in 
the  trial.  It  is  exceedingly  rare 
for  hiltorians  to  be  furniihed  with 
facts  fo  eftabliOied. 

The  lois  of  men  in  the  Britifh 
fleet,  amounted  to  133  ilain,  and 
373  wounded.  No  officer  w^s  kil- 
ed,  and  but  very  few  wounded. 
Several  private  French  accounts 
eftimated  the  lofs  on  their  fide  at 
2000  in  killed  and  wounded.  Their 
gazetie,  publilhed  by  authority, 
was  very  flow  in  giving  any  efti- 
mate  of  the  lofs;  they  feemed  to 
wait  for  the  account  from  England  ; 


and  moft  experienced  ofHcers,  that 
they  worked  and  manceuvred  their 
fhips,  v.'ith  a  degree  of  feaman- 
like  addrefs  and  dexterit-y,  which 
they  never  before  perceived,  in  any 
opportunity  they  had,  whether  of 
war  or  of  peace,  of  conGdering  the 
maritime  abilities  of  that  people. 
Some  have  attributed  this  circum- 
Itance  to  the  number  of  American 
feamen,  v/ho  are  (uppofcd  to  have 
ferved  on  board  theF.-ench  fleet. 
We  do  not,  however,  know  the  fadl 
to  be  at  all  founded,  that  there 
were  any  fuch  number  of  Ameri- 
cans, at  that  time,  in  the  fervice 
of  France,  as  could  have  been  in 
any  degree  equal  to  the  effedl. 

However    unwilling   we    are    to 
enter  into  any  difcu.Tion  of  the  fub- 


and  at  length  fixed  it  at  fome  fmall     jefl,    the  fubfequent   confeqitences 
matter  more  than  that  acknowledg-     of  this  aflion  render  it  necefTary, 


ed  by  the  Britifh  admiral  on  his 
fide.  Other  accou.nts,  and  not  ill 
fupported,  carried  the  lofs  in  killed 
and  wounded  on  that  fide,  (o  high 
as  :;ooo  men.  The  French  gazette, 
befidcs  claiming  the  victory,  de- 
fcribes  vvi?h  no  una!!  degree  of  fa- 
cetioufnefs,  the  utter  allonifliment 
of  the  French  adaiiral  and  of  his 
fleet,  upon  finding  theinfelves,  moll 
unaccountably,  and  unexpe£tedly, 
in  the  harbour  of  Brelt,  inllead  of 
being,  as  they  imagined,  many 
leagues  out  at  fea,  and  in  full  pur- 
fuit  ot  the  enemy  towards  his  own 
coafts.  The  publiiher,  however, 
confoles  himfelf  with  the  refiedion, 
that  fuch  miftakes  are,  in  certain 
cafe?,  by  no  means  uncommon,  and 
therefore  afford  no  jull  ground  for 
furprize  in  this  inflance.  Whatever 
meaimes  th^t  nation  have  adopted 
or  purfued  jor  the  improvement  of 
their  marine,  it  was  obferved  with 
equal  furprise  and  regret  on  that 


that  we  Ihould  here  take  ibme  no- 
tice of  thut  conduct  in  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  which  has  finre 
been  produdive  of  fo  much  public 
enquiry  and  judicial  invelllgation. 
It  items  to  appear  from  Tome  of 
that  fund  of  matter,  which  has 
fince  been  communicated  to  all  the 
world,  that  the  condud  of  that 
officer,  in  not  obeying  the  fignals 
or  orders  of  his  commander  in 
chief,  was  fo  little  confonant  to  the 
refolution  which  he  had  imniedi- 
stelydifplayed  in  the  adion,  (which 
is  admitted  to  have  been  equal,  and 
by  his  friends  fiated  to  be  even  fu- 
perior,  to  that  of  any  other  officer) 
that  it  excited  the  moll  general 
aftonifhment  throughout  the  fleet. 
But  as  this  afionifl-iment  was  mixed 
with,  and  a  good  deal  founded 
tipon,  doubt  and  expedarion,  when 
thefe  remained  ungratified,  and  that 
no  fatisfadory  explanation  was  af- 
forded, that  kind  of  friendly  won- 
[£}  i    '  der 
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der  which  was  firfl  excited,  chang- 
ed, by  no  very  abrupt  tranfscion, 
into  a  very  high  degree  of  diflike 
and  rcJentn<ent. 

The  liruaiion  of  Admiral  Keppel 
was  nriore  trying  and  diiiiculc,  than 
any,    almoft,   that  man    can  expe- 
rience.   The  ev-^nt  of  the  day,  and 
the  confequent  efcape  of  the  French 
fleet,  were  to  him,  matters  intoler- 
ably grievotjs.     As   the  reward   of 
confummate  fkill,  and  the  molt  in- 
cefiant  indultry,  fortune,  after  five 
days   purfuit  of   his    enemy,    pre- 
fented  him  with  duq  of  thofe  fair 
opportunities,  wh.ch  fhe  fo  feldom 
offti-s,  of  doing  the  molt  fignal  fer- 
\'ice  to  his  country,  in  its  moll:  cri- 
tical exigency,    and   of  raifing  his 
own  name  to  the  fummit  cf  naval 
renown  and  glory.    To  ufe  his  own 
words,   he  h'ped  to  have  made  the 
27th   of  July,   ''    a    proud   day  to 
England."     All   thefe  mighty  ad- 
vantao;es  to  his  country,   and  glo- 
rious rewards  to  himfelf,  were,  juil 
when     they    appeared    within    his 
grafp,  unaccountably  raviflicd  from 
if.     The  aftion  of  the  day  was  ho- 
nourable to  Britiih  courage,  9nd  to 
Britifa  fkill.   But  the  fruits  of  both 
were  loft.     The  victory  was  not  de- 
cilive  ;  and  the  whole  French  fquar 
dron  was  in  fr.fety  iii  its  own  har- 
bour.    Murmurs   began  to  prevail 
through  the  whole  fleet.     In  Ply- 
mouth, the  failure  of  a  complete 
vidlory  was  attributed  to  the  admi- 
ral's oiUt-U  ?.nd  clofeft  friend,   the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue.     In  Lon- 
don his  own  cqnciudl  was  criticifed. 
Ths  adjniral  had  feen  too  much 
oF  men  and  of  firvice,   not   to   be 
difpofed  to  make  great  allowances, 
for  ihofe  fudden,   and  often  unac- 
cou!i table,    momentary    weaknefles 
and  failuret  of"  the  mind,  to  which 
all  mankind,  in  a  lef/er  or  greater 
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degree,  are  at  certain  times  liable. 
His  veneration  to  his  profeiTion, 
and  to  the  honour  of  the  navy, 
which  he  carried  to  a  pi.ch  border- 
ing on  orithufiafm,  rendered  hinj 
exccidingiy  tender,  with  refpedl  tQ 
calling  in  qu-Ilion  the  names  of 
officers  of  diftindion.  Such  cl-arges 
or  enquiries,  however  founded,  are 
apt  to  leave  a  ftigma  behinJ  :  and 
in  any  cale,  he  would  have  thought 
it  hard,  that  the  well-earned  meeds 
and  the  fair  charafter,  obtained  in 
a  life  of  hard  and  painful  fervice, 
fnould  at  once  be  blafted,  by  the 
rigid  conftruftion  of  a  iingle  a<5l,  or 
the  lapie  or  weaknels  of  3  moment. 
He  had  no  doubt  of  the  bravery  of 
his  vice-admiral,  and  he  did  not 
think  error  or  miftake  futficient 
grounds  for  fubjeAing  him  to  liich 
an  ordcai.  His  nature  befides,  dif- 
poled  him  to  think  favourably  of 
others  ;  and  a  modification  of  the 
fame  dilpofiiion,  rendered  him  in- 
tradable,  in  conceiving  evil  of  his 
friends. 

If  on  the  other  hand  it  might  be 
jultly  faid,  that  no  private  confider- 
ations  or  motives  whatever,  were 
at  all  to  be  put  in  competition  with; 
thofe  public  ties,  which  were  to 
operate  upon  him,  as  a  comniandcr 
in  chief,  a  ftatcfman,  and  a  lover 
of  his  country  ;  it  feenied  not  diffi* 
cult  to  Ihevv,  that  in  this  inllance, 
his  public  duty  happily  coincided 
with  his  natural  aifpofilion  ;  and 
that  a  temperate  conduft  was  the 
mofl:  perfect  policy.  A  great  truft, 
arid  no  lefs  public, expectatiorj,  was 
repofed  in  him.  Untoward  anf^ 
unhappy  as  the  prcfent  event  was, 
it  was  Itill  the  buiinefs  of  a  wile 
man  to  conform  himfelf  to  his  fita- 
ation  ;  and  it  was  no  Icfs  ths  duty 
of  a  good  citizen,  than  it  muft  be 
the  inclination  of  a  man,  who  he!4 

lbs 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


[7: 


tfee  interelts  of  his  countrv  dear  at 
his  hearc,  not  to  be  vvarpt;d  by  any 
bye  motives,  or  by  anv  peiTonal  re- 
fentments,  from  ufingeverv  means 
to  coiivtTt  that  fituation,  focK  as 
jt  was,  to  her  greatelt  poffible  be- 
ne fiu 

The  great  nniional  objeiSl  now 
befrre  him  was  itrrJt  and  diredl ; 
and  that  confilled,  in  the  ufing 
every  poiTi ok*  exertion  for  rendering 
the  fleet  fit  fur  immediate  fervice. 
This  was  only  u>  be  attai'ied  by 
temper  and  unanimity.  A  retro- 
ipett  into  the  conduil  of  tlie  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  muft  necef- 
fariiy  have  fufpended  the  whole 
operations  of  the  fleet;  and  that 
not  only  in  the  midfl  of  a  cam- 
paign, but  in  one  of  the  mall  pe- 
rilous feafons  this  country  ever 
jaw,  and  when  every  moment 
feemed  liable  to  the  produi'Hon  of 
the  moft  extraordinary  events.  The 
high  degree  of  power  and  favour 
jn  which  that  ofiicer  then  Itood, 
and  the  official,  if  not  court  fup- 
port,  which  it  was  well  kniDwn  he 
would  receive  on  any  queilion,  all 
tended  to  render  the  meaiure  ftjll 
more  ineligible,  and  to  point  out 
tlie  pernicious  confequences  with 
refpecl  to  the  fervice,  and  of  ccurfe 
the  public  detriment  which  it  inuit 
produce. 

The  commander  in  chief  accor- 
dingly, with  admirable  temper, 
and  no  lefs  prudence,  conformed 
his  condud  to  the  neceffity  of  his 
fituation  ;  huldihg  up  the  public 
fecurity  and  intereils,  as  the  only 
objefts  of  his  diredjon.  He  made 
no  charge  againlt  the  vice  admiral 
of  the  blue  ;  and  what  feemed 
much  more  fingular,  that  oflicer) 
who  coiild  not  pollibiy  be  ignorant 
of  fome  confiderabie  p^irt  of  the 
general  effed   which  jt  produced, 


and  whole  honour  feemed  to  be 
particularly  touched  by  the  public 
me/lage  delivered  by  Capt.  Wind- 
for,  as  well  as  by  other  circum- 
llances,  did  not  offer  any  apology 
for,  nor  enter  into  any  explanation 
of,  any  part  of  his  condudl. 

The  public  letter,  giving  an 
account  of  the  aftion,  which  the 
admiral  was  necefl^arily  to  write  to 
the  Admiralty,  and  which  was  of 
courfe  to  be  publiflied  in  the  Ga- 
zette, became,  however  to  him,  a 
matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty.  It 
was  not  indeed  eafy  to  write  fuch 
an  acco'jnt  of  that  tranfadlion,  as 
would  be  fitting  to  meet  the  public 
eye,  and  to  undergo  its  inveiliga- 
tion,  without  a  recital  of  parti- 
culars, which  it  would  have  been 
contrary  to  the  fyft'em  of  conduft 
he  was  determined  to  purfue,  to 
have  brought  into  notice.  He, 
however,  chofe,  rather  to  fubmic 
a  letter  to  the  cenfure  and  criti- 
cifm  of  the  public,  than  to  depart 
from  that  line  of  ailion  which  he 
had  laid  down.  The  letter  was 
very  fliort,  very  genera!,  and  very 
barren  of  information.  It  ftated 
fadts  fo  far  as  it  went,  threw  no 
blame  upon  anv  body,  and  com« 
mended  the  bravery  of  t!j?  officers 
in  geiieral,  and  o{  the  two  vice 
admirals  in  particular. 

This  approbation  wa?,  how- 
ever, afterwards  obfervcd  to  be 
only  applied  to  the  particular  cir- 
cumllances,  and  to  the  immediate 
time  of  the  adion  ;  the  fubfeqiient 
tranfidions  of  the  afternoon,  were, 
in  general,  thrown  into  the  fhade; 
and  thecaafes  that  prevented  a  re- 
newal of  the  engagement,  were 
left  in  fuch  obfcurity,  as  drew  no 
fmall  fliare  of  public  cenfure  upon 
the  admiral  himfelf.  Captain 
Faulknor,  who  was  the  bearer  of 
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this  letter,  was,  however,  en- 
trufted  with  a  verbal  me^Tage  from 
his  admiral  to  the  firfl;  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  which  feeiis  evidently 
to  have  been  intended  to  open  the 
way  for  farther  explanation,  if  the 
marine  minifter  had  required  it ; 
and  which  the  obfcurity  and  de- 
ficiency of  the  public  letter  feemed 
to  deiii-and.  The  meflage,  (which 
the  captain  repeated  twice  to  the 
minifter,  without  its  being  pro- 
duftive  either  of  obfervation  or  en- 
quiry) wiii  in  the  following  words, 
viz.  *'  Give  my  compliments  to 
**  Lord  Sandwich,  and  tell  him 
«•  I  have  more  to  fay  to  him  than 
**  I  think  it  proper  to  put  in  my 
*«  public  letter;  and  if  it  is  his 
-  *'  lordfliip's  pleafure  to  aflc  me 
"  any  qutllion,  I  am  ready  to  wait 
*'  on  him." 

The  admiral  having  left  a  proper 
force  to  protect  the  homeward  trade, 
returned  to  Plymouth  to  refit.  He 
foon  experienced  the  benefit  arifing 
from  the  wife  and  temperate  con- 
duct which  he  had  pnrfued.  Una- 
nimity prevailed  among  the  officers, 
and  every  exertion  was  u(ed  in  get- 
ting the  fleet  again  ready  for  fea. 
To  ufe  his  own  words  upon  his  de- 
fence, by  ufing  the  dijcretion  which 
he  thought  was  in  hitn,  he  pre- 
ferved  concord  in  the  fleet,  promp- 
titude in  the  fervice,  and  dignity 
to  the  country.  In  the  mean  time 
a  letter  was  received  from  the  Ad- 
miralty, declaring  in  the  moft  ex- 
plicit terms,  his  majefty's  full  ap- 
probation of  the  admiral's  conduft ; 
accompanied  with  the  congratula- 
tions of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
upon  his  vidtory. 


The  fleet  afterwards  kept  the 
fea,  as  long  as  the  approaching 
winter  feafon  could  admit.  The 
French  fleet  had  alfo  got  out  of 
Breft ;  and  ftill  purfued  the  fame 
principle  of  condudl  in  avoiding 
adion,  which  they  had  hitherto 
manifefted.  Inftead  of  directing 
their  courfc  where  they  were  fure 
of  encountering  an  enemy,  they 
made  their  way  to  the  fouchward, 
where  they  were  as  certain  of  meet- 
ing none  ;  and  where  their  cruize 
could  anfwer  no  other  purpofe  than 
merely  that  of  parade.  Thus 
whilft  they  were  loitering  about 
Cape  Finillerre,  their  own  coalls 
and  the  bay  were  totally  aban- 
doned to  the  Britifli  fleet,  who 
were  in  vain  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain intelligence  of  them.  And 
by  this  means,  whilil  our  own 
trade  arrived  from  the  different 
quarters  of  the  world,  in  a  Hate  of 
fecurity,  fcarcely  exceeded  by  that 
of  peace,  the  French  commerce  be- 
came a  prey  to  our  cruizers,  in  a 
degree,  which  few  former  wars  have 
equalled  for  the  time. 

The  reception  which  the  admiral 
met  with  upon  his  return  from  fea, 
both  at  court  and  at  the  admiralty, 
equalled  the  moll  fanguine  expedla- 
tions  which  he  could  form,  fron^ 
that  approbation  already  exprefled 
of  his  condud.  By  his  Majelly, 
he  was  honoured  with  the  moft 
gracious  expreiTions  of  fatisfadtion, 
favour,  and  efteem  ;  and  the  be- 
haviour of  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, was  not  leis  flattering  ia 
its  degree. 
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speech  from  the  throne.  Amendment  mo-ued  to  the  addrefs  in  the  Hoiife  of 
Commons.  Great  Debates.  Amendment  rejected  upon  a  di--viJion.  Op- 
pcfition  to  the  addrefs  in  general,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  but  no  amend- 
mcnt  propofed.  Addrefs  carried  upon  a  di'vifion.  Motion  to  addrefs  the 
Croivn,  in  the  Houfe  of  Ccmmons,  for  a  dija-vo-ival  of  certain  pcffages  in 
the  late  manfefio  ijfued  by  the  CommiJJioners  at  Nstv  York.  The  motion ^ 
after  long  debates,  rajctled  upon  a  di^ifon.  Similar  motion  by  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  like'-ivife  caujes  much  debate,  and  is  rejeSIed 
upon  a  di'vifion.  Protejl.  Ciraimjiances,  n.vhich  tended  to  the  ren~ 
deri'Tig  the  late  aBion  ojf  Brefi,  a  fubjecl  of  parliamentary  difcujjion. 
Adiniral  Keppel,  being  called  upon,  gives  fome  account  of  that  hufinefs  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Anf^ered  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.  Reply.  Court 
martial  ordered  for  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel.  ConduSl  of  the 
ad?niralty  cenjured  and  fiipported :  ^tefion,  relc.ti've  to  the  difcre- 
cretibnary  po^wers  of  that  board,  much  agitated.  Bill  brought  in  and 
paf'ed,  for  the  holding  of  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel  on  pore,  (in  con- 
fidcration  of  his  ill  fate  of  health)  infead  of  its  being  held  a  board  Jhip^ 
as  before  prejcribed  by  the  la^w.     Recejs. 


/^ANY  circumdances  contri- 
buted to  render  the  meeting 

•ST  ^  ,      of  parliament,  at  the 

Nov.  26th.  ^  ■  c    \.     r  ir 

r,         openine  or  the  leinon 

' '  on  which  we  are  now 

to  enter,  an  objeft  of  peculiar  ex- 
pedlaticn  to  the  public.  The  clofe 
of  the  firlt  campaign  of  a  war  with 
France,  opened  a  wide  Held  for 
difcullion,  as  well  as  fpeculation. 
The  principal  officers  who  had  he'd 
commands  in  America,  were  now 
returned  to  their  feats  in  parlia- 
ment. The  CommilTioners  ap- 
pointed under  an  aft  of  the  laft 
ftffion  to  fettle  the  diiturbances  in 
America,  were  likewife  returned. 
And  altho'  the  unfortunate  event 
of  the  propofuions  was  well  known, 
much  information,  with  regard  to 
the  military,  as  well  as  to  the  civil 
affairs  of  that  country,  was  ex- 
peded  from  the  ability  and  ftaticns 
of  the  gentlemen  who  were  joined 
in  checomnnlTidn.     An  opinion  of 


certain  differences  between  the 
commiflioners  and  commanders, 
excited  the  curiofity  of  all  men  ; 
people  being  ever  fure  to  look  on 
with  a  peculiar  intereft,  when  the 
importance  of  public  queuions  is 
enlivened  by  a  mixture  of  perfonal 
anecdote. 

The  fpeech  from  the  throne  was 
replete  with  ,  complaints,  of  the 
unexampled  and  unprovoked  hofti- 
lity  of  the  court  of  France.  With 
regard  to  the  events  of  the  war,  it 
was  fhort  and  inexplicit.  Ground- 
ing the  hopes  of  fuccefs  on  future 
exertions,  on  the  ilate  of  prepara- 
tion, and  on  the  fpirit  of  the  peo- 
ple, more  than  on  the  adlons  of 
the  campaign  ;  which  were  alluded 
to  with  a  coldnefs,  that  might  eafily 
be  conftrued  intoccnfure,  Notics 
was,  however,  taken  of  the  pro- 
tection afforded  to  commerce,  and 
oi  the  large  rcprifals  made  upon 
the  injurious  aggrefibri. 

Ths 
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The  profeffions  of  neutral  powers 
were  reprefented  as  friendly;  but 
their  armaments  fufpicious — The 
failure  of  the  conciliatory  meafures, 
was  regretted — The  neceffity  of  ac- 
tive exertions  by  fea  and  Innd, 
pointed  out  by  the  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, was  urged  in  general  terms, 
without  fpecifying  any  plan  of  ope- 
rations— With  regard  to  the  Ame- 
rican war,  a  total  filence  was  ob- 
ferved. 

The  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  with  the  ufual  profef- 
£ons  of  attachment  and  fupport, 
repeated,  in  nearly  the  fame  ex- 
preffions,  the  fentiments  contained 
in  the  fpeech.  The  oppofition 
moved  to  fubltitute,  in  the  place  of 
part  of  the  addrefs,  the  following 
amendment — "  Toafl'ure  his  Ma- 
jefty,  that  with  the  trueR  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the 
warmeft  affection  for  his  Majefty's 
perfon  and  family,  the  Houfe  was 
ready  to  give  the  moft  ample  fup- 
port to  fuch  meafures  as  might  be 
thought  neceffary  for  the  defence 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  or  for  fruftra- 
ting  the  defigns  of  that  reftlefs 
power,  which  has  fo  often  difturbed 
the  peace  of  Europe  ;  but  that 
they  thought  it  one  of  their  moll 
important  duties,  in  the  prefent 
melancholy  pollure  of  affairs,  to 
enquire  by  what  fatal  councils, 
and  unhappy  fyfteins  of  policy, 
this  country  had  been  reduced  from 
that  fplendid  fituation,  which  in 
the  early  part  of  his  Majeily's 
reign,  made  her  the  envy  of  all 
Europe,  to  fuch  a  dangerous  ftate, 
as  that  which  had  of  late  called 
forth  our  utmoit  exertions,  wiihout 
any  adequate  benefit." 

It  was  contended  on  the  fide  of 
oppofition,  that  if  the  unanimity, 
fo  Itrongly  recommended  by  the 
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propofers  of  the  addrefs,  was  in- 
deed an  infallible  refource  in  the 
ruin    of    public   affairs,    the    mi- 
nifters,    it  mull    be   owned,    had 
ufed    every  means   to  induce  the 
people  to  concur  in  its  neceffity. 
But,  they  faid,   that  the  utility  of 
a  general  concurrence  in  any  mea- 
fure,  depended  entirely  upon  the 
wifdom  of  the  meafure  in  queftion. 
That  the  approbation  of  meafures 
mult  be  either  retrofpcdlive,  or  pro- 
fpe£iive.     With  regard  to  the  firft, 
no  plans  already  executed,  could 
be  affe<5led  by  any  fubiequent  dif- 
ference of  opinion.     With  regard 
to  the  latter,  as  no  plan  for  the 
conduft  of  the  war  was  announced 
in  the  fpeech,  CT  even  hinted  at  by 
miniilers,  to  agree   to   unanimity 
upon  an  objeft  not  yet  propofed, 
was  perfe(5liy  abfurd.     Then  what 
was  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  unani- 
mity, but  the  recommendation  of 
a  fet  of  men,   who  were  known  to 
agree  with  each  ether  in   no  one 
article,    of  difpofition,    principle, 
council,    or    a6lion  ?    Unanimity, 
they  faid,  was  a  plaufible  and  fpe- 
cious  word,  but  the   thing  could 
hardly  ever  exiil ;  becaufe  the  wife 
and    the    ignorant    would    always 
differ ;  and  if  it  ever  (hould  take 
place,  infinite  mifchief  would  en- 
fue,     as    that  could   only   happen 
through  the  prevalenceofobftinacy, 
which  is  the  natural  and  conflant 
companion  of  folly.     That,  in  the 
prefent    inftance,    it    would    ferve 
only  to  give  fan£llon  to  the  paft, 
and  eneigv  to  the  future  blunders 
of  adminiihration  ;  and  to  commit 
the  fate  of  the  nation  in  a  new  and 
lliil    more  dangerous    war   to  the 
inabilicy  of  the    fame    men,   who 
had  in  fo  wretched,  and  fo  ruinous 
a  manner  conduced  the  old.  That, 
to   concur   in    au   addrjjfs,  which 
conveyed 
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conveyed  any  idea  of  the  flij;hteft 
fatisfaftion  in  the  pretent  niiniilers, 
inftead  of  producing  vigour  in  our 
own  exertions,  or  terror  in  our  ene- 
mies, would  only  ferve  to  fil!  £ng- 
liflimen  with  defpair,  and  Fref;ch- 
men  wiih  joy  and  confidetice,  at 
feeing^  that  the  deliberative  go- 
vernment was  as  alrject  a?  the  exe- 
cutive was  contemptible,  and  that 
the  incapacity  of  the  one,  could 
only  he  equalled  by  the  fervility  of 
the  other. 

Confiderin-g  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  merely  as  the  words  of  the 
minilter,  it  was  infilled,  that  it  ad- 
vanced an  abfolute  faliehood.  For 
the  fpeech  alTerted,  that  our  arms 
had  not  been  attended  with  the 
fuccefs,  which  the  juftice  of  our 
caufe,  and  the  vigour  of  our  exer- 
tions, feemed  to  promife.  But 
they  infifted,  that  the  fuccefs  was 
far  greater  than  could  ha\e  been 
expetled,  confidering  the  inferio- 
rity of  our  fleets,  and  the  fhame- 
fu!  tardinefs  of  our  preparations. 
That,  taking  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  our  efcaping  in  any  man- 
ner from  ruin  or  d.fgrace,  might 
well  be  accountefl  as  a  very  high 
degree  of  good  fortune;  and  in- 
deed, as  far  exceeding  all  rational 
expcdation.  And  that  confeOjUent- 
ly,  "  the  fpeech  not  only  afTerteda 
falfehood,  but  that  it  alfo  threw  a 
falfe,  unjuft,  and  illiberal  (lander, 
on  the  commanders  in  the  fervice 
of  the  crown  ;  loading  them  with 
a  cenfure  which  ought  to  fall  on 
the  minifters  alone." 

They  further  urged,  that  the 
fpeech  included  no  lefs  than  a  di- 
rect libel  upon  parliament,  in  cal- 
ling the  late  meafures  which  had 
been  taken  to  pacify  America,  the 
plans  of  parliament.  That  the  ar- 
rival of  the  commiffioiiers  at  Phi- 


ladelphia, without  any  ktfoCvledge 
of  the  intention  to  evacuate  that 
city,  had  faddled  them  from  the 
beginning  with  the  diiVruft  which 
was  held  of  their  immediate  em- 
ployers, and  had  ta,ken  av^ay  that 
appearance  of  opennefs,  and  that 
opinion  of  confidence  and  autho- 
rity, which  form  the.necefiary 
foundation  of  every  treaty  and 
every  pacification.  It  v/as  afked, 
whether  the  glaring  abfurdity  of 
that  cdndudl  was  the  plan  of  par- 
liament.-' Or  was  parliament  cal- 
led together  every  winter  for  no 
other  purpofe,  than  to  relieve  the 
minillers  from  the  yearly  burthen 
of  difgrace,  which  was  the  certain 
refult  of  all  their  meafures. 

The  conciliatory  propofitions 
themfelves  were  arraigned,  as  be- 
ing at  once,  humiliating  to  Eng- 
land, and  unfatisfaftory  to  Ame- 
rica. But,  it  was  afierted,  that 
notwithftanding  its  defefls  and  ab- 
furdity, the  adoption  of  that 
fcheme  could  not  be  faid  to  be 
wholly  ufelefs — For  it  had  cut  up 
by  the  roots,  every  fallacious  ar- 
gument, by  which  minifters  had 
beguiled  the  nation  into  the  fatal 
American  war,  by  the  univerfal 
furrender  of  all  its  objedls. 

With  regard  to  the  fyftem  to  be 
recommended  in  the  condufl  of 
the  war,  oppofition  feemed  to  hold 
no  fecond  opinion,  and  to  call  out, 
as  with  one  voice — Attack  France 
—  France,  faid  they,  entered  into 
alliance  with  America  from  mo- 
tives of  intereft.  When  fhe  finds 
herfelf  vigoroufly  attacked,  and 
feels  the  heavy  imprcfitons  of  war, 
with  all  their  confequences  and 
diilrcflcs,  in  her  own  dominions, 
flie  will  grow  weary  of  the  profpedl 
of  remote  and  uncertain  advan- 
tages, and  abandon  an  ally,   from 

whom 
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whom  fhe  receives  nothing  but  a 
participation  of  war  and  cali^ni'ty. 
—On  the  other  hand,  they  faid, 
the  fpiritof  Ar.-.ericais  luftaiaed  by 
the  puwerfu!  incentives,  bo;h  of 
liberty  and  lelf-  prefervarion.  EvT-ry 
effort  we  make  to  fubdue  that 
fplrit,  drives  our  colonies  ftill  nnore 
into  the  arms  of  France  ;  who,  in 
the  mean  time,  feels  no  inconve- 
nience from  the  proteftion  (lie  af- 
fords. And  coaiequently,  every 
drop  of  Englifli  blood  which  we 
fhed  in  America,  ferves  only  to 
cement  an  alliance,'  fatal  to  the 
power  and  happinefs  of  the  Britiih 
empire. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  friends  of 
adminiflration  feemcd  rather  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  fpeech,  by 
declining  to  enter  into  a  difcuili:'n 
of  the  policy  of  the  American  war: 
either,  becaufe  it  was  not  thcu^.';!it 
prudent  to  avow  the  determination 
they  had  made  in  their  own  minds, 
or  that  they  chofe  to  leave  them- 
felves  open,  to  embrace  whatever 
fyftem  of  con4uft,  the  necelTity  of 
afrairs  might  hereafier  require.  But 
upon  the  paTt  condudl  of  the  war, 
and  the  preparation  and  dirtribu- 
tion  of  the  armaments  employed  in 
the  fummer,  they  entered  into  a 
detailed  juftificacion. 

They  faid,  that  if  the  fleet  un- 
der Admiral  Byron,  had  beenfent 
out  earlier  than  it  was,  an  oppor- 
tunity would  have  been  given  to 
the  fleet  under  M.  d'Eflaing,  to 
have  joined  that  at  Brefl ;  and 
thereby,  that  France  would  have 
obtained  a  fuperiority  in  the  Chan- 
nel. I'hat  fuch  a  condudl  would 
have  left  us  in  a  ftate  of  weaknefs 
at  home,  of  which  it  would  be  im- 
polTible  that  the  enemy  fhould  not 
take  advaiunge.  That,  by  main- 
taining the  fuperiority  in.  the  chan- 
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ne!,  we  prevented  France  from 
making  our  own  ieas,  the  fcene  of 
hr-r  exertions ;  and  in  a  manner 
obliged  her  to  detach  and  divide 
her  forces.  And,  what  nation 
would  not,  if  fhe  coold,  keep  the 
feat  of  war  at  a  diftance  from  her 
own  territories? 

It  was  hkewjfe  contended,  that 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
was  a  meafure  dictated  by  the 
foundefl  principles  of  policy.  Fot, 
they  faid,  that  on  the  acceflion  of 
Fr;ince  to  this  war,  the  defence  of 
our  own  iflands,  and  the  attacking 
hers,  became  an  objedt,  though, 
not,  as  the  oppofitioi  would  have 
it,  an  exclufuc  objecl.  Tha't  this 
of  necKiIity  drew  oft  a  confiderible 
body  of  our  troops ;  an<^  the  grand 
ariT.y  bei,-,g  thus  weakened,  it  had 
been  juJged  necefTary  to  diminiiht 
the  extent  of  our  line,  in  o:der  to 
unite  and  compadt  our  forces. 
That,  it  was  too  well  known  to 
requite  argument  or  proof,  that 
the  operati.'.n  of  a  clr.Jely  united 
force  was  fiir  more  efhcacious,  ferv- 
ing  at  once  to  imprcfs  te:ror,  and 
to  overpower  rcfiftance,  than  if  it 
had  been  weakened  by  extenfion 
and  d;ilance.  That,  to  garrifon 
every  town  on  the  continent  of 
America,  was  an  undertaking  for 
which  no  army  could  fufHce  ;  and 
that  an  attempt  of  the  fort,  was 
certainly  not  the  method,  by  which 
any  man  could  hope  to  crufh  the 
prefent  rebellion.  It  being  there- 
fore neceflhry  to  compadl  the  forces, 
into  one  body,  the  only  quefticn. 
was,  when  one  or  the  ocher  muft 
be  adopted,  whether  New  York 
or  Penfylvania  fhould  be  aban- 
doned? And,  faid  they,  what  rea- 
fon  could  be  afTigned  for  collefting 
the  whole  army  into  Philadelphia? 
The  fuuatioii  is  net  near  fo  central 
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with  regard  to  the  colonies  as  New 
York  ;  nor  is  it  near  fo  convenient 
in  other refpefis,  whether  with  re- 
gard to  the  co-operation  of  the 
fleet,  the  receiving  of  fupplies,  or 
to  the  general  operations  of  the 
war. 

Thefe  arguments  muft  be  al- 
lowed to  be  facisfaftory  with  regard 
to  the  meafure  in  quellion.  But 
the  oppofers  ofadminiihation  were 
too  acute,  not  to  turn  them  to 
their  own  advantage.  They  ac- 
cordingly aflerted,  that  the  jullifi- 
cation  of  the  individual  meafure, 
was  the  full  condemnation  of  the 
whole  fyftem  from  which  it  arofe. 
That  the  advocates  of  the  Ame- 
rican w?r,  had  themfelves  now 
fully  demonftrated  the  impofTibi- 
lity  of  fuccefs.  For  they  had 
Jhewn,  that  every  advance  which 
the  army  could  make  in  America, 
reduced  it  to  this  alternative,  ei- 
ther, by  retaining  the  acquifition 
to  divide  and  debilitate  its  own 
ftrength,  or  elfe  to  ftand  expofed 
to  the  difgrace  and  mortification, 
by  tresding  back  their  own  fteps, 
to  fhew  the  inutility  of  all  their 
labours.  That  no  man  could 
dresm  of  conquering  a  continent, 
by  futing  down  in  a  fingle  town. 
That  therefore,  while  the  nation 
perfiiled  in  carrying  on  anoffenfive 
war  in  America,  v/hether  our  ar- 
iny  advanced,  whether  it  retreated, 
or  whether  it  flood  ftill,  the  efFeft 
would  be  the  fan:e;  a  fruiclefs, 
hopelefs,  expenfive,  and  cruel,  be- 
caufe  untiece/Tary,  war. 

Although  the  minifters  were  ob- 
ferved  to  decline  entering  into  a 
fubjfft,  which  had  already  been 
fo  often,  and  fo  thoroughly  de- 
bated, and  Upon  which  their  ad- 
verfriries  always  fhewed  a  defire  to 
prefs  them,    there   arofe   from   a 


now  and  unexpefted  quarter,  an 
advocate  for  the  continuation  of 
the  fyllem  of  coercion.  One  of 
the  gentlemen  employed  in  the 
late  commiffion  to  America,  whe- 
ther the  information  he  received 
in  that  country  induced  him  to 
confide  in  the  operation  of  force, 
or  whether  a  nearer  view  of  the 
objed,  mixed  with  a  fenfe  of  dif- 
appointment  at  the  failure  of  one 
plan  of  pacification,  had  animated 
him  with  the  hopes  of  conqueft,  in 
a  long  fpeech,  here  and  there  in- 
tprfperfed  with  fome  expreflions  of 
dilhdence,  ll:rongly  urged  the  con- 
tinuance of  an  offenfive  war  with 
America. 

He  Atid  his  view  had  always 
been,  that  force  fhould  accom- 
pany conceffion,  and  that  the  Ame- 
ricans fhould  fee  in  this  country, 
a  manly  determined  fpirit  of  per- 
feverance:  that  thereby  they  might 
be  moved  to  confider  well,  be- 
tween the  evils  of  war  in  a  dubious 
conteft,  and  the  immediate  advan- 
tages of  peace  upon  honourable 
and  advantageous  terms.  He  faid, 
it  was  neceiTary  to  confirm  the 
minds  of  your  friends,  as  well  as 
to  terrify  your  enemies;  that  he 
believed  two  thirds  of  the  people 
of  America,  fully  defired  to  re- 
turn to  •  their  antient  connexion 
with  Great  Britain  ;  that  nothing 
but  a  furrounding  army,  and  the 
diffidence  they  had  in  the  fupport 
of  government,  prevented  that 
fpirit  from  breaking  out  into  afts 
of  hoilility  with  the  Congrefs. 
And,  that  therefore,  the  failure 
of  the  conciliatory  plans,  was  to 
be  imputed  to  the  fudden  retreat 
of  the  arm.y  from  Philade-lphia,  and 
not  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  Englifh 
intereit  there. 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding  the  general  ten- 
dency of  that  i^entlenKiii's  ipc.'ch 
in  favour  of  the  views  of  admi- 
Tiiftration,  he  dechired,  that  he 
did  not  imagine  the  prefent  mi- 
niliers  were  able  to  draw  forth  the 
refourccs  which  England  affordt^d, 
or  to  apply  them  with  obility  fut- 
ficient,  to  compafs  fo  impcr^anr  an 
object  as  the  reduction  of  the  difo- 
bedient  provinces.  But  on  the 
other  hand  he  was  afrnid,  tl^at 
thofe  who  were  likely  to  fucceed 
them,  although  they  might  be 
poflefTed  of  gre.tter  capacity,  and 
more  of  the  public  confidence,  were 
too  delirous  of  furrendering  all  the 
objeds  of  the  coiiteil;,  withoutany 
flruggle,  at  all  equal  to  the  antient 
reputation  of  England.  That,  he 
acknowledged  the  fituation  to  be 
extremely  perilous  and  the  danger 
great ;  but  that  on  fuch  occafions, 
the  noble  qualities  of  the  human 
mind,  perfeverance,  fortitude,  and 
the  love  of  our  country,  fiiine  in 
their  greateli:  luUre. 

After  a  vtry  long  and  vehement 
debate,  the  Houfe  at  length  di- 
vided, about  half  paft  two  in  the 
morning,  when  the  amendment 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  226, 
to  a  107. 

The  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  wriS  neceffarily  fupported 
upon  much  the  fame  ground  with 
that  of  the  I^ufe  of  Commons. 
The  numerous  public  and  private 
virtues  of  the  fovereign  were  largely 
expatiated  upon,  in  order  to  place 
in  the  ftrongeft  point  of  view,  the 
obftinacy,  ingratitude,  and  bafe- 
nefs,  of  his  rebellious  fubjeiSts  in 
America  ;  whilil  the  royal  good 
i'aith  with  refpeft  to  foreign  na- 
tions, and  his  Majefty's  religious 
adherence  to  treaties,  were  no  lefs 
iirongly  contralted  with  the  per- 
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fidioiis  conduft  of  France.  The 
u(uh1  arguments  were  ufed  foi* 
unanimity,  and  perfeverance  in 
the  American  war  ;  for  the  iiril, 
from  the  national  danger;  for  the 
fecond,  from  the  lofs  of  honour 
and  f.fety  which  mult  be  fuftained 
in  abandoning  that  great  conti- 
nent to  France. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  lords  in 
oppofition  propofed  no  amend- 
ment to  the  addrefs  ;  but  con- 
demning it  entirely  in  all  its 
parts,  (as  they  did  the  matter  of 
the  fpeech  itfelf)  would  put  an 
abfolute  negative  on  the  whole. 
Here  too  the  topics  were  in  gene- 
ral fimilar  to  thofe  ufed  in  the  o- 
ther  Houfe.  Enquiry,  they  faid, 
full  and  complete  enquiry,  into 
the  conduft  of  the  war,  and  into 
the  real  ftate  of  public  aftairs,  was 
now  the  proper  and  immediate 
object  of  parliament.  This  was 
no  fenfon  for  fending  the  voice  of 
adulation  to  the  throne.  It  was 
now  a  matter  of  neceffity,  that 
the  eyes  of  the  Sovereign  Ihould 
be  opened  to  the  real  ftate  of  his 
affairs;  and  it  would  be  difhonell 
to  himfelf,  as  well  as  treafon  to 
the  ftate,  to  conceal  any  part  of 
the  dangers  of  his  fituation.  The 
arguments  ufed  for  promoting  the 
addrefs,  appeared  to  them  to  be 
cogent  arguments  for  enquiry. 
The  lofs  of  our  honour,  the  dan* 
ger  of  the  nation,  the  difcontents 
in  every  part  of  the  Britilh  domi- 
nions, and  the  diflentions  in  the 
navy  and  army,  originating  in  the 
ill  condud  of  government,  called 
for  difcuflion  and  remedy.  They 
did,  and  could  only  originate, 
from  a  weak  and  a  wicked  fyftem 
of  government.  A  fyftem  found- 
ed upon  falfe  principles  ;  upheld 
by  obftinacy,  folly,   and  error,  if 
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DOt  by  malice ;  and  inevitably 
tending  by  its  own  nature  to  ruin 
and  deftruflion.  This  fyftem, 
they  faid,  muft  be  totally  effaced: 
new  men  and  new  meafures  muft 
be  adopted,  before  any  fiiccefs 
tan  be  rationally  expected  in  war, 
or  fecuritv  or  honour  in  peace. 

The  lords  in  adminillration  could 
not  refrain  from  exprelTing  their  a- 
ftonifhment  at  the  new  and  extraor- 
dinary meafure,  of  attempting  to 
rejeft  the  whole  of  the  addrefs  to 
the  throne,  without  a  fubllicution 
of  any  other  in  its  room.  An 
amendment,  they  faid,  of  any  of 
the  parts,  might  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  or  if  it  had  even  extend- 
ied  to  an  alteration  of  the  whole, 
both  as  to  matter  and  purpofe,  it 
would  not  have  excited  furprizs  ; 
but  the  attempt  to  put  a  direft 
and  unqualified  negative  upon  the 
whole  addrefs,  without  offering  or 
intendin*^  any  other  in  its  room, 
was  a  meafure,  probably  une- 
qualled in  the  hiitory  of  parlia- 
ment. It  was  fitting,  they  faid, 
to  examine,  what  degree  of  confe- 
quencc'  the  import  of  this  uncon- 
ditional negative  would  amount 
to.  His  Majefty  comes  to  parlia- 
ment to  feek  the  aid  of  his  people, 
for  repelling  and  defeating  the 
perfidious  and  dangerous  defigns 
cf  France,  openly  leagued  with 
©ur  own  rebellious  fubjeds,  for 
the  fubvevfion  of  his  ftate  and 
government.  What  anfwer  does 
the  propofcd  negative  make  to  this 
jequificion.  It  will  fubrtantially 
declare  to  all  tiUrope,  that  we  are 
determined  to  afford  him  neither 
aid  nor  fupport  againit  his  trea- 
cherous enemies  ;  and  that  his  do- 
niiiiions  are  to  lie  at  the  mercy  of 
Fiance. 

T.*ie  grounds  of  the  toatcft  be- 
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tween  this  country  and  America, 
were  now,  they  faid,  totally  fhift- 
ed  ;  it  was  no  longer  a  queftion, 
as  formerly,  whether  that  conti- 
nent was  worth  the  rifque  and  ex- 
pence  of  recovering,  as  a  part  of 
the  Britifh  dominions  ;  but  the 
queftion  now  was,  whether  we 
fnould  fink  without  refiftance,  un- 
der the  joint  force  of  France  and 
A.Tierica,  and  fubmit  to  whatever 
terms  they  were  pleafed  to  dic- 
tate, or  whether  we  (hould  en- 
deavour by  the  moft  vigorous  ex- 
ertions, at  once  to  punifli  our 
traiterous  and  perfidious  foes,  and 
by  diffolving  their  unnatural  con- 
junftion,  to  reftore  the  former 
unity,  power,  and  fplendour  of 
the  empire.  For  as  affairs  now 
flood,  it  was  impoffible,  they  faid, 
to  feparate  France  and  America, 
even  in  idea,  as  to  any  purpofe 
or  confequence  of  the  war;  and 
thus,  every  conceffion  made  to  the 
latter,  would  either  afford  a  direft 
and  fubftantial  aid,  or  convey  a 
bafe  fubmiffion  to  France. 

It  was  by  no  means  a  fair  infe- 
rence, they  faid,  that  becaufe 
from  adverfe  accidents,  and  cir- 
cumftances  not  forefeen  or  pro- 
vided againft,  we  had  not  yet 
met  with  that  degree  of  fuccefs, 
which  our  exertions  afforded  rca- 
fon  for  expeding,  all  coercion 
was  therefore  imprafticable,  A- 
merica  irretrievably  loft,  and  this 
country  incapable  cf  longer  fup- 
porting  the  war.  The  real  fads 
would  be  found  in  the  diredl 
reverfe  of  thefe  propofitions.  A- 
merica  was  yet  far  from  being  in- 
vulnerable 5  the  rcfources  of  this 
country  were  ftill  great  j  and  her 
fpirit  was  in  no  degree  broken. 
They  faid  alfo,  that  it  was  equally 
illiberal    and    unjuft,     to    charge 

[F]  thofe 
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thofe  accidents  and  misfortunes,  to 
which  all  military  events  are  I'ab- 
jeft,  to  the  wane  of  judgment  or 
ability,  in  the  delign  or  conduft 
of  the  war. 

Upon  this  part  of  the  fubjt^l, 
they  entered  (as  the  minifters  had 
done  in  the  Iloufe  of  Commons) 
into  feme  detail,  and  fome  de- 
fence, of  part  meafures  and  con- 
dua.  The  firil  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty diredly  denied  the  (a£t, 
as  to  that  fallen,  and  almofl:  an- 
nihilated llate  of  the  navy,  which 
had  been  fo  ftrongly  urged  by  a 
noble  lord  (in  his  profelTional  line) 
on  the  other  fide.  He  acknow- 
ledged, that  we  had  been  much 
too  flow  -both  in  our  naval  and 
military  preparations  ;  but  this 
tardinefs  he  attributed,  partly  to 
the  nature  of  our  government, 
partly  to  a  miftaken  lenity,  and 
partly,  to  the  affording  a  greater 
degree  of  credit  to  the  afTurances 
of  other  powerj,  than  the  event 
fhewed  they  were  e.t-iled  to. 

The  lords,  on  that  fide,  faid, 
that  they  had  ni  ohjed'oa  to  en- 
quiries, provided  that  ihey  were 
properly  founded,  fpecifically  di- 
leStcd,  and  brought  on  in  a  proper 
fedfon.  But  they  likewife  ob- 
lerved,-  that  encjuiries  jnto  the 
conduct  of  men  in  high  ftations, 
were  matters  of  a  fci  ious  nature  ; 
and  as  they  neceflarily  implied 
fone  foundation  for  cenfure, 
fh'uld  not  be  Hghtly  taken  up, 
nor  wantonly  played  with.  They 
concLaded,  that  the  fpeech  im- 
po  ted  ro  more,  than  a  commu- 
nication to  parliament  of  the  dan- 
ger of  the  kin|;doni  from  the  per- 
fidy of  France  ;  the  addrefs  went 
no  further,  than  a  general  decla- 
ration to  fupport  his  Majefty  in  a 
war  agaiiifl  France  ;  a  direct  and 
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unqualified  negative  to  the  whole, 
would  not  only  amouijt  to  a  refu- 
fa!  of  that  fupport,  but  would  like- 
wife  include  a  fubmifiion  to  all 
the  machinations,  claims,  or  inju- 
jics,  to  be  framed  or  oirered  by  that 
infidious  power.  Could  it  thea 
be  a  quelHon  with  that  Houfe, 
whether  they  ihould  alTure  his  Ma- 
j.'fly  of  tlieir  ready  fupport  under 
the  prcfent  alarming  circum- 
llances  ?  If  a  war  v^'ith  America, 
fliould  be  involved  in  a  refiftance 
to  the  perfidious  and  infolent  de- 
mands of  France,  that  was  not 
imputable  either  to  the  miniflers, 
to  parliament,,  or  to  the  nation  at 
large.  The  vvarwasjuft;  and  it 
was  now.  become  a  matter  of  ab- 
folute  necefTity. 

To  this  the  lords  in  oppofition 
replied,  that  refufing  to  addrefs 
conveyed  no  negative  to  the  fup- 
port of  any  fyftem  of  war  or  poli- 
ticks. But  it  conveyed,  what 
they  meant  it  fhould  convey,  their 
fuUeil  determination,  not  to  o-ive 
the  fmalleft  degree  of  credit  or 
fupport  10  the  prcjent  Minirters, 
of  whofe  incapacity  for  the  con- 
du£l  of  any  fyfteuj,  they  were  al- 
ready (as  they  Taid)  convinced,  by 
the  moft  CO  icluhve  and  the  moil 
melancholy  experience. 

The  addrefs  was  carried  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  67 
lords,  who  fupported  the  motion, 
to"  35,  who  propofed  a  total  ne- 
gative to  the  whole. 

A  copy  of  the  late  valediftory 
manifello  and  proclamation  iilucd 
by  the  Commilfioners  in  New- 
York,  having  appeared  in  one  of 
the  public  paps.-s  foon  after  .the 
meeting  of  parlia  iient,  fome  of 
thofe  paflages  in  that  piece,  which 
we  have  alre.idy  had  occafioii  to 
take  notice  of,  drew  the  attentioa 

of 
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of  the  oppofition  in  both  Houfes, 
and  induced  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham in  the  one,  and  Mr. 
Coke,  member  for  Norfolk,  in 
the  other,  to  move  for  authentic 
copies  of  the  original  inftrument, 
as  a  foundation  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  fubjeft. 

-p.  ,        A  copy  of  the  pro- 

uec.  4tti.  ^.jamation  of  the  3d 
of  Oclober  being  accordingly  laid 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Mr.  Coke  moved  for  an  addrefs  to 
his  Majefty,  expreffing  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  parliament  at  certain 
paffages  of  the  manifefto,  which, 
being  pointed  out  as  particularly 
exceptionable,  were  recited  in  the 
body  of  the  propofed  addrefs  ; 
and  declaring  it,  to  be  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe,  that  the  Com- 
mifTioners  had  no  authority  what- 
foever,  under  the  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, in  virtue  of  v.'hich  they 
had  received  their  appointment, 
to  hold  out  any  fuch  declaration  : 
nor  could  that  Houfe  be  eafily 
brought  to  believe,  that  they  had 
derived  any  fuch  authority  from 
his  Mzlfefty's  inftruftions.  That 
thofe  CommifTioners  were  fent  on- 
ly to  make  peace,  and  not  to  de- 
clare the  mode  of  making  war ; 
even  if  the  mode  itfelf  had  been 
Icfs  contradiftory  to  the  whole 
purpofe  of  their  appointment. 

It  was  therefore  requefted,  *'  that 
'  fo  much  of  the  manifello  as 
'  contained  the  fald  declaration, 

*  be    forthwith     publickly    difa- 

*  vowed  by  his  Majefty,  as  con- 
'  taining  matter,  inconfiftent  with 
'  the  humanity  and  generous 
'  courage,  which,  in  all  times, 
'  have  diftinguilhed  the  Britifh 
'  nation  ;  fubverfivc  of  the  max- 
'  ims  which  have  been  eftablifhed 
'  among   chriftian    and   civilized 

*  communities ;  derogatory  to  the 


*'  dignity  of  the  crov/n  of  this 
"  realm  ;  tending  to  debaie  the 
"  fpirit,  and  to  fubvert  the  dif- 
"  cipline  of  his  Majefty's  armies  J 
"  and  to  expofe  his  innocent  fub-' 
"  jefts,  in  all  parts  of  his  donii*» 
"  nions,  to  cruel  and  ruinous  re*'' 
"  taliations."  '' 

The  motion  was  ftrongly  fap-' 
ported  by  the  oppofition  in  gene- 
ral, as  well  as  by  the  rriover,  upon 
the  ground  of  good  policy  and 
felf-prefervation,  as  well  as  on 
the  principles  of  humanity,  civili-r 
zation,  and  religion.  They  faid^' 
that  if  we  intended  to  fet  the  ex- 
ample, of  overthrowing  ail  the 
rules  and  compafts,  which  civi-^ 
lization  and  chriftianity  had  efta^ 
blifhed  ainong  mankind,  for  lef- 
fening  the  horrors  and  alleviating^ 
the  calamities  of  war,  by  the  in- 
trodudion  of  a  new  and  cruel 
fyftem  of  hoRility,  it  was  abfo- 
luteiy  neceffary,  that  we  fhould 
be  armed  at  ail  points,  and  every 
where  prepared,  to  abide  the  iil'ue, 
and  to  repel  the  coniequences. 
They  afeed,  if  this  was  the  cafe 
at  pre  fent  ? 

They  ftated,  that  the  northera 
coafts  of  England;  and  all  thofs 
of  Scotland,  v/ere  expofed  to  the 
ravages  of  the  moft  contemptible 
enemy.  That  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  Vvas  on  every  fide  open, 
and  defencelefs.  That  fingle 
American  ^privateers  had  alrea-  , 
dy  fuccefsfully  landed  on  our 
coafts ;  and  that  even  the  Houfes 
of  our  nobility  had  not  efcaped 
their  depredations.  Thefe  werC 
armed  with  all  the  powers  necef- 
fary  for  carrying  the  "  extremes 
of  war  and  defolation"  into  their 
fevereft  degree  of  execution  ;  bu£ 
even  theffe  freebooters,  who  are 
of  an  order  generaUy  confider- 
ed  as    being   in   a  great  meafure 
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lawlefs  in  war^  feU  tbemfelvcs 
boiirid  by  thofe  compacts  eftablidi- 
ed  between  nruions,  and  refpected 
tliole  laws  and  rights  cf  humanity', 
which  this  once  great  ard  civi- 
lized nation,  not  oiily  intends  to 
violate,  but  threatens,  by  the 
mouth  cf  her  commiffioners,  io 
far  m  in  her  lies,  totally  to  an- 
itihiiate;  They,  however,  found 
thenifelves  happy;  they  faid,  in 
having  an  opportunity  of  declar- 
ing to  their  country  and  to  pofte- 
rity,  that  they  hatd  no  fhare  in 
brinpioo-  forward  the  calamities, 
which  an  avowal  of  the  inhuman 
and  barbarous  prif<c!p!es  of  the 
manifcllo  mult  drzw  upon  the 
Tiatinn. 

"^I'his  war,  they  faid,  had  been 
infidioufly  and  conftantly  called  by 
Miniflers  the  war  of  Parliament  ; 
but  was  parliament  to  be  loaded 
with  the  obloquy  of  conducing  it 
in  a  manner,  which  could  only  fit 
fhe  ideas  of  a  Cherokee  or  Onon- 
dago  lavage.  Parliaincnt  had  held 
forth  the  mild  terms  of  peace; 
but  furely  it  muit  be  equally  falfe 
and  unjuR,  and  confidercd  as  a 
libel  of  the  bittereft  nature,  to 
charge  it  \\-ith  calling  to  its  aflill- 
ance  the  tomohawk  aiid  fcatping- 
knife,  as  inllruments  of  reconcili- 
ation ;  or  of  threatening  death 
and  defolution  to  the  innocent 
multita<ie  in  America,  if  they  did 
not  perform  impoflibilixies.  For 
fuch,  they  faid,-  were  the  condi- 
tions, annexed  to  the  threats  held 
out  to  them.  The  multitude,  if 
they  would  cfcape  the  extremes  of 
war,  were  ifr.mediately  to  abandon 
home,  countrVj  property,  all  the 
natural  conntclions,  and  all  the 
commodities  of  lii'ey  and  emigrate 
i.'om  the  remotcil  pares,  through 
roads,  which  they  would  not  bs 
allowed    to    pafs,     aiid    countries 


which  they  would  not  be  pti'^^' 
mitted  to  enter,' -  uttil,  in  de-' 
fpite  of'  thofe  infuperable  bars, 
l-hcy  had  arrived  at  New  York, 
(where  they  could  find  '  neither 
room  nor  entertainment)  there  to 
accept  conditions  of  peace  from 
Commiihoners,  who  were  them-- 
feU'Ci  adiu  illy  enduring  fomeof  the 
evih  of  war,  being  fhut  up  with- 
in the  limits  cf  a  garrifon,  be- 
yond which  they  durll  not  fhew 
their  faces.  i.'  ;■  l"i<i 

An  oflicer,  of  high  familyy-rank;' 
and  diftindion,  who  had  lately  re- 
turned from '  America,  exprefled' 
his  condemnation  of  the  mcafure- 
in  queftion,  as  well  as  of  the  Mi- 
nifters,  with  whom'  he  charged  it 
to  originate,  in  terms  of  unufual 
vehemence.  He  faid  he  could 
not  bear  with  an  even  temper  the 
indignity  oflered  t^  his  profcfficn, 
by  an  attempt  to  convert  foidiers 
into  butchers,  afTiiirins,  and  in- 
cendiaries :  He  liked  honcfl  open 
war  againft  his  enemy  ;  but  he 
could  not  endure  the  abominable 
idea,  of  fheathing-  his  fword  in 
the  bowels  of  age  or  innocence  ;; 
flill  lefs  would  he  tarnilh  the  luftre. 
of  the  Bricifh  name  by  a£ls  of  bar- 
barity, in  obedience  to  the  man-' 
dates,  or  in  fulfilling  the  defigns,^ 
of  the  mofl  infamous  adminiftra- 
tion  that  ever  aifgraced  a  free 
country.  As  a  Britifh  fenator, 
and  ftill  more  particularly,  as  tht? 
reprefentatrve  of  a  great  manu- 
facturing, trading,  and  maritime 
county,  wbich  was  peculiarly  ex- 
pofed  to  the  retaliation  of  an 
enemy,  he  fhould  think  he  ill  diA 
charo^ed  his  duty,  if  Ive  did  noC 
witn  his  utmoft  power  op-pofe  a 
fyftem,  which  would  no:  be  mord 
difgraceful  than  ruinous  in  its  ef» 
fedb  ;  a  fyftem,  which  would  in- 
vtte  all   the  renagadoes  of  France 

and 
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and  America,  to  ravage  our  coafts, 
burn  our  to>vns,  and  deftroy  our 
manufaclures  ;  and  which  would 
jullify  them  in  every  adt  of  enor- 
mity and  cruelty,  even  to  the  but- 
chering in  cold  blood  of  our  help- 
lefs  women  and  children. 

It  was  pretty  generally,  and 
ftrongly  afferted  on  that  fide,  that 
no  peace  could  ever  be  derived 
from  the  prefjnt  Miniftsrs.  That 
they  had  alread,y  poifoned  and 
polluted  all  the  iburces  of  conci- 
liation. And  that,,  as  they  had 
lang  fince  forfeited  all  confidence 
2nd  opinion  with  the  worid,  {o 
there  feemed  to  bs  a  common 
union,  of  mankind,  in  fliutting 
them  out,  from  all  negociation, 
treaty,  or  connettion. 
'"t>  On  the  other  fide,  the  Minif- 
ters,  and  their  immedinte  friends, 
exprejTed  the  utmoll  afloniihment, 
at  the  forced  and  unnatural  con^ 
ilrudtion  which  was  put  upon  the 
words  of  the  declaration,  and  the 
unaccountable  manner  in  wliich 
its  plain  fenfe  was  attempted  to  be 
perverted.  They  declared,  that 
ihey  had  never  f::"en  a  more  inno- 
cent, humane,  fober,  confcien- 
tioas,  piece  of  writing  in  their 
lives.  They  confidered  it  mere- 
ly, as  a  fenfible  well-mean- 
ing addrefs  to  the  Americans, 
warning  them  of.  the  dangers 
which  they  muft  necefl'.irily  incur 
by  an  obiHnate  perfeverance  in 
their  rebellion,  and  particularly 
ia  their  unnatural  connefticn  with 
France.  That  they  were  not  to 
expeit  that  lenity  in  future,  vvhich 
they  had  hitherto  experienced 
during  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
while  we  dill  confidered  them  as 
fellow-fa bjcds,  whom  we  wifhed 
ia   recUimr  by  the  piait  fingular 


mildncfs,  clemency  and  indul- 
gence. Thatnoihing  more  could 
be  fairly  inferred  from  thcfe 
words  which  were  tortured  into  fo 
unaccountable  a  meaning,  than 
that  America,  in  Confequcnce  of 
its  leaguing  with  our  inveterate 
enemy,  fhould  no  longer  be  treat- 
ed as  a  Britifh  country,  but  as  a 
part  of  the  dominions  belonging 
to  France  ;  as  the  Americans, 
were  by  their  alliance  become 
French,  it  could  aiiord  no  caufe 
of  furprize  or  complaint  that  thev 
fhould  be  confidered  and  treated 
as  Frenchmen. 

The  Minifters  denied  in  exprefs 
terms,  their  intention  ofintroduc-r 
ing  or  encouraging  any  new  fpe- 
cies  of  war  in  America,  which 
flio'jld  diirer  from  the  general 
praiSlice  in  Europe;  and  declared 
that  they  reprobated  with  as  much 
deteftation,  as  thofe  gentlemeii 
who  feemed  fo  much  alarmed, 
every  idea  of  hoftility  that  mili- 
tated againft  humanity,  or  which 
went  to  the  fubveruon  of  thofe 
laws  of  civilization,  that  had  been 
calculated  to  fmooth  the  rugged 
face  of  war.  Wanton  cruelty, 
they  faid,  could  neither  be  pa--, 
tronized  by  the  crown,  nor  en- 
couraged by  any  Briton  -:  No  Bri- 
tifh Minifter  would  dare  to  fend 
fuch  orders  to  a  BritiHi  army;  nor 
no  Britifli  army  ever  would,  or 
ought,  in  any  cafe,  to  obey  them, 
in  the  commiffion  of  afts  of  wan- 
ton barbarity,  But  they  would 
not  admit,  that  the  burning  of  a 
warehoufe  conveited  into  a  bat- 
tery, or  the  deftrudion  of  houfea 
or  towns,  that  were  become  re-r 
pofitories  of  military  ftores,  or 
ufed  as  places  of  arms,  could  aS 
all  come  within  the  defcription  of 
[F]   3  ciwelty 
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cruelty  or  barbarity.  Such  a£la 
had  been  always  praaifed  by  the 
jnolV  civilized  nations  in  Europe; 
and  every  thing  that  could  be  at- 

.  tempted  with  a  profpeft  of  fuccefs, 
in  order  to  diftrefs  an  enemy, 
and  to  difable  him  froai  injuring 
his  adverfary,  had  at  all  times 
been  held  jufuiiable  by  the  laws  of 
war,  and  had  been  confirmed  by 
the  pradtice  of  all  nations.  Even 
&t  home,  did  not  the  laws  of 
England  allow  us  in  cafe  of  inva- 

^fion  to  wafte  and  deftroy  our  own 
country,  wherever  the  enemy  di- 
redled  his  progreis,  in  order  to 
prevent  his  obtaining  provifion  or 
forage  ?  and  can  a  doubt  then  be 
entertained,  as  to  the  juftice  or 
right  of  exercifing  the  fame  au- 
thority, in  deftroying  the  country 
of  our  open  and  avowed  enemy  ? 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  infilled, 
that  as  there  was  no  millaking  the 
words,  fo  there  was  no  polTibility 
of  explaining  aw.iy  the  obvious 
fenfe  of  the  declaration.  The 
Comrniffioners  had  declared,  that 
the  mode  of  war  was  to  be  totally 
changed  ;  that  it  was  now  to  be 
condufted  with  a  degree  of  rigour 
and  horror  before  unknown  ; 
"  they  had  hitherto  refrained 
from  the  extremes  of  war  and 
the  defolation  of  the  country." 
the    change    denounced  could  be 

•  no  other,  than  the  carrying  of 
thefe  to  their  utmoft  extent.  It 
could  not  be  pretended,  with  any 
face  or  appearance  of  truth,  that 
the  rigours  of  hoftility  had  not 
hitherto  been  carried  on  our  fide 
to  the  utmotl  limits,  which  the 
laws  and  rights  of  war  authorize 
among  civilized  nations.  Wehad 
even  already  acquired  an  ill  name 
throughout  Europe,  under  the 
iipputation    of   having    exceede4 


thofe  limits.     If  we  had  hitherta 
forbore  nothing  that  the  pra£lice 
and  rights  of  war  could  authorife, 
the   plan    now   to   be   profecuted. 
mull  go  diredly  to  cancel  thofe 
rights.      The    laws   of  war   were 
lav/s  of  limitation  ;   for  war  was 
conftantly  to   be  limited  by  necef- 
fity,  and  its  calamities  and  rava- 
ges were  to  be  meafured  and  bound 
in  upon  that  principle.     But  the 
extremes  of  war,  and  the  defola- 
tion   of   countries,    went    beyond 
all  limitations  ;  and  as  no  neceCity 
could  warrant   them,    they  could 
neither    be    juftified   or   excufed, 
upon  any  ground  of  reafon  or  ar- 
gument.    They   fuppofed  a  cafe, 
to  Ihew  the  line  between  the  ex- 
tremes and  limitations  of  war.    It 
would,  for  example,  be  right  and 
defenfible,    becaufe    it    would   be 
necelTary,  to  deftroy  any  fort,  garri- 
fon,  or  town,  which  aftbrded  im- 
mediate  ftrength    to    the    enemy, 
and  enabled  him  to  annoy  you  in 
the   purfuit   of    your    objed ;    it 
would    be     proper    to    burn    any 
houfe  from  which  the  enemy  fired 
on    you  ;    the     neceffity    juftifies 
the  meafure  ;  but  it  would  not  be 
lawful,  right,    or   pardonable,    to 
•  burn   any  houfe  or  town  becaufe 
it  might   happen,   at  fome  future 
time,  to  aiFord    fhelter  or  ftrength 
to  the  enemy.     They  concluded-, 
that  although  the  extremes  of  war, 
and  defolation,  were  well-found- 
ing words,  they  were  dreadful  ia 
their    meaning    and   eiFeft ;    and 
went  to  no  lefs  than   the  murther 
of  man,  woman,    and   child,  the 
deftrudlion   of  countries,  and  the 
final  annihilation  of  humanity,  or 
they  meant  nothing.      Nor  would 
the  confequences   be  lefs  fatal  to 
thofe  who  introduced  fo  odioi^sand 
inhuman   a  fyften^j,    than    to  the 

pepfl? 
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people  agalnft  whom  its  efFe6l  was 
direded ;  as  all  mankind  would 
naturally  combine  againfl  a  na- 
tion, which  throwing  away  every 
Ihadow  of  principle,  would  ven- 
ture to  recal  into  the  world,  ail 
the  forgotten  cruelties  of  barba- 
rous ages,  and  all  the  horrors  of 
uncivilized  war. 

While  the  oppofition  were  thus 
contending,  that  the  words  of  the 
declaration  clearly  contained  that 
certain  and  precife  meaning  which 
they  affigned  to  them,  and  that 
the  Minifters  as  ftrongly  denied 
their  bearing  or  conveying  any 
fuch  fignincation,  juftified  the 
Commiflioners,  as  well  as  tlvem- 
felves,  from  the  imputation  of 
holding  or  avowing  fo  horrid  a 
doftrine,  and  reprobated,  in  terms 
no  lefs  ftrong  than  thofe  ufed  by 
their  antagonills,  the  principle 
upon  which  it  would  have  been 
founded,  the  debate  fuddenly  took 
a  new  turn,  from  a  circumltance, 
which  was  probably  as  little  ex- 
pected on  the  one  iide  as  the 
ether. 

This  was  an  open  acknovvledge- 
'  ment,    by   the  only  Commiffioner 
who  had  yet  returned  from  Ame- 
rica, that   every   charge  made  by 
the  oppofition   againfl  the  procla- 
mation,   were    fully    founded    in 
point  of  faft,    both  as  to   princi- 
ple and    do6trine  ;    at  the    fame 
-•^lime  that  he  defended  and  juftifi- 
O-ied  the  meafure  as  well  as  the  prin- 
^■'Idiple  in  all  their  parts,  upon  the 
''^'ground  of  found   policy  and    ne- 
ceflity.     He  faid  the  proclamation 
■certainly  did  mean  a  war  of  defo- 
'•^lation  ;    it  mean:    nothing    elfe  ; 
^ii  could   mean   nothing  elfe;  but 
<^^the  meafure  wa?  right  and  neceffa- 


ry  ;  regretted  he  was  not  on  the 
fpot  to  give  it  his  fandlion  ;  and 
after  a  violent  condemnation  of 
the  Congrefs,  declared  that  no 
mercy,  ought  to  be  fhewn  to 
them  ;  and  that  if  the  infcrnals  * 
could  be  employed  againil  them, 
he  fliould  approve  of  the  mea- 
fure. 

This  avowal  of  a  doflrine  and 
fadl:,  which  the  Minifters  and  their 
friends  had  fo  totally  difcl aimed 
and  denied,  and  coniirmation  of 
an  interpretation,  which  they  had 
fo  pofitively  charged  to  the  viru- 
lence of  party,  and  the  ingenious 
malice  of  their  adverfaries,  could, 
not  but  produce  fome  little  em- 
barrafl'ment.  It  was  impoffibk  to 
fupport  a  principle  which  they  had. 
fo  recently  and  fo  totally  reprobat- 
ed. They  accordingly  abandoned 
both  that,  and  the  gentleman  by 
whom  it  was  avowed  and  juftified 
to  the  mercy  of  the  oppoliiion, 
without  the  fmalleft  interference 
in  behalf  of  either. 

Both  the  generals  who  had  re- 
turned from  the  Aiiierican  fervice, 
voted  for  the  addrefs  and  con- 
demned the  fuppoted  cruelty 
charged  to  the  proclamation  But 
thii  debate  was  particularly  cif- 
tinguifned,  by  the  unexpected  and 
diredl  attack  made  upon  the  A- 
merican  Minifter,  by  the  late 
commander  m  chief  upon  that 
continent.  That  (general,  after 
feeming  to  at;  -bue  the  attacks 
made  upon  his  reputation  and  cha- 
rader,  to  the  lenity  which  he  had 
pradlifed  in  the  profecution  of  the 
war,  and  obfe  ving,  that  if  thefe 
did  not  uriglndt'  from  Minifters, 
they,  at  leaft,  were  not  difcourag- 
ed  or   contraditfted  by  them,   A- 


•  A  fort  of  machines  ufed  for  the  deftruftion  of  towns  in  the  wars  with  France 
towards  the  clofc  of  the  laft  century. 

\F\  4  -  though 
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though  they  had  thofe  means  of 
information  in  their  hands,  which 
fully  (hewed  their  injuflice  and 
falfehood,  entered  into  a  detail  of 
various  matters  of  complaint,  which 
he  laid  againft  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  tiie  American  depart- 
ment, relative  fo  his  conduft  with 
refpedl  to  himfelf,  and  to  the 
command  with  which  he  was  en- 
trufled  in  America.  To  thefe  he 
charged  his  refignation  of  that  com- 
mand, and  fcrongly  urged,  (as  did 
likewife  his  noble  brother)  that  a 
parliamentary  enquiry  ihould  be 
inllituted,  in  order  that  the  con- 
duft  both  of  the  commanders  and 
the  rniniller  Aould  be  fully  ex- 
amined, juftice  done  on  all  fides, 
and  the  nation  acquainted  with  the 
true  caufe  of  that  failure  of  fuc- 
cefs,  which  it  had  hitherto  expe- 
rienced. He  concluded  his  fpeech 
with  a  free  declarraion  of  his  own 
private  opinion,  amountirg  to  no 
iefs  in  import,  than  that  neither  a 
happy  rdtoration'  of  peace,  nor  a 
fuccefsful  profecution  of  the  war, 
could  ever  be  hoped  fo/,  while  the 
conduiil  of  American  aiTairs,  was 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
fent  noble  fec^etary  for  that  de- 
partment. 

The  noble  IWiniRer  feemed 
^dnnifiied  at  this  unexpeifted  at- 
tack, and  entered  into  a  vindica- 
tion of  his  condi  cl  with  r'^fpeci  to 
{he  General,  fo  far  as  his  memory 
could  admit  upon  fo  fudden  an  oc- 
fafion  ;  totally  difclaiming  all-  in- 
tention of  injury,  and  ail  defign 
pfnegkd.  As  to  the  condud  of 
the  war,  if  it  liad  not  been  as  fuc- 
ferb''u!  as  xnight  have  been  wiihed, 
^t  was  not  only  doing  him  an  in- 
juK,ce  to  fuppofe  him  the  caufe  of 
'per  iri'S.urna^rs^  bu:  it  was  fup- 
pofu/g  hira  of , much  more  confe- 
•  ■     6 
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quence  than  he  really  was,  by  zU- 
tributing  to  him  the  fole  manage- 
ment of  the  war;  he  was  only  an 
humble  fervant  of  the  crown  ;  and 
if  he  had  not  the  greateit  abilities 
to  recommend  him,  he  had,  how- 
ever, thus  much  to  offer  with  truth 
and  confidence  in  his  defence,  that 
he  had  ever  afted  fince  his  coming 
into  office,  according  to  the  very 
bell  of  his  judgment.  He  had  no 
vvilh,  he  faid,  to  prevent  any  en- 
quiry, that  might  be  necelTary  to 
refcue  the  character  of  any  gentle- 
man from  obloquy  ;  and  he  trufled, 
th'at  if  ever  a  parliamentary  en- 
quiry (hould  trtke  place  into  his 
own  conduft,  he  fnould  be  fo  well 
prepared  to  meet  it,  that  his  ho- 
nour and  character  fooi:ld  come  off 
in  triumph. 

The  qucfiion  being  put,  afier 
long  debates,  the  motion  for  the 
propofed  addreis  was  rtjefted  upoa 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  209, 
to  122. 

I'he  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
in  a  fpeech  which  lafted  upwards 
of  an  hour  and  a  half,  introduced 
and  fupported  his  m.otion,  , 
with  a  great  difplay  of  know-  ^  •* 
Jedge  and  ability.  That  noble- 
man, and  the  lords  on  his  fide, 
called  upon  in  the  moll  prelling 
terms,  and  particularly  applied 
themfelves,  to  the  reverend  bench 
of  biihops,  to  exert  that  charity, 
humanity,  and  abhorrence  of  blood 
and  cruelty,  which  were  the  lead- 
ing tenets,  and  diftinguiihingcha- 
raderillics  of  Chrif;ianity,  upon  a, 
fubjeft,  which  not  only  came  di- 
redlly  within  their  cognizance,  but 
in  v.'hich  they  feemed  bound  by 
their  charader,  to  take  an  unequi- 
vocal and  decided  part.  Thev  cb- 
ftTved,  that  all  the  avowed  origi- 
nal motives  and  objeds  of  the  w;/. 
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were  now  done  away  or  abandon- 
ed',  and  its  nature  and  principle 
totally  changed.  Thnt  right  re- 
verend body,  bad  hitherto  fup- 
ported'the  meafures  of  government 
in  the  contell  with  America,  un- 
der the  firm  hope  and  perfuafion^ 
four^fied  upon  the  faitli  and  repeat- 
ed ailarances  of  Minifters,  that  the 
recovery  of  our  colonies  was  not 
only  prafticable,  but  ealily  to  be 
attained.  So  far,  the  motive  cf 
the  war  might  pOiTibly  be  honoor- 
able,  and  its  cbjert  fair;  the 
<]ueftions  of  h&.,  or  of  policy, 
did  not  abfolutely  lie  with  them. 
But  they  were  now  informed  by 
an  authority  which  thev  could  not 
queflion,  that  of  thofe  very  Mini- 
fters  declared  to  a!!  the  world  in 
their  manifefto,  that  a  new  fyftem 
of  policy  v.'as  adopted,  and  the 
nature  cfthecontelt  totally  chang- 
ed. That  America  was  relinquifh- 
€d,  and  the  advantages  of  a  con- 
nexion with  our  colonies  abandon- 
ed. And  a  new  fpecies  cf  war 
was  denounced,  tending  merely 
and  avowedly  to  revenge,  flaugh- 
ter,  and   univerfal  deftrudlion. 

It  could  not  be  even  fuppofed, 
that  they  would  afford  their  coun- 
tenance to  fo  odious,  To  barbarous  a 
fyftem.  They  were  called  upon  to 
exert  in  their  legiflative  character, 
the  peculiar  and  moil:  exalted  prin- 
ciples of  Chriftianity,  in  prevent- 
ing the  wanton  efFufion  of  human 
blood,  and  the  dellrudion  of 
mankind.  It  could  not  be  ima- 
gined, that  their  natural  difpofi- 
tion,  would  not  tend  equally  with 
their  religious  principles,  and  their 
profeOional  duty,  to  the  condem- 
nation of  all  meafures  of  blood, 
and  the  utter  dctellation  of  all 
new  and  cruel  aggravations  cf  the 
hqrrors   of.  war.      I'hcir   inierfc- 


rence  was  required  in  preventing 
the  deitruclion  and  fparing  the 
blood,  not  only  of  men  or  of 
Chrillians,  but  of  Englifhmen, 
and  of  Proteftants  like  themfeJves ; 
and  of  cruOiing  in  the  outfet  aa 
abominable  fyllern  of  warfare, 
which  would,  in  its  progrefs  and 
con-Tequences,  bring  ruin  and  de- 
folation  home  to  their  flocks  and 
their  doors. 

It  happened  fortunately,  they 
faid,  that  the  legal  powers,  with 
which  they  had  been  inverted  by 
the  conftituiion  for  fuch  pious  pur- 
pofes,  would  be  found  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  fully  equal  to  the 
duty  and  emergency.  They  were 
the  Moderators  ordained  by  the 
wifdo'.n'  of  the  conllitution,  to 
check  the  rage,  reftrain  the  paf- 
fions,  and  controul  the  violence, 
of  mere  temporal  men.  Their 
fimple  votes  upon  this  occafion, 
would  at  once  fully  exprefs  their 
detedation  of  the  inhuman  fyftem 
in  queftion,  and,  joined  with  thofe 
of  the  temporal  lords  who  held  the 
fame  principle,  fully  cure  its  ef- 
fects. And  thus  they  would  afFord 
a  new  and  ftriking  evidence  to  the 
world,  of  the  fandity  of  their  or- 
der, the  wifdom  of  its  legiflative 
inditution,  and  the  unfuUied  pu- 
rity of  their  profeiTion. 

On  the  ground  of  retaliation, 
befides  the  danger  and  mifchicf  to 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  ir- 
retrievable deftruiflion,  which  the 
full,  and  undoubted,  adoption  of 
that  fyirem  hy  France  and  Ame- 
rica, would  bring  upon  our  Well: 
India  iilands,  was  ilrongly  urged. 
And  they  argued,  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  fugar  plantations' 
and  works,  and  the  great  capi- 
tal nccefTarily  lodged  in  them,  the 
defclation  caufed  by  a  fingle  pri- 
vateer 
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vateer   upon   that   fyftem,     could 
fcarcely  be  recovered  in  an  age. 

But  they  particularly  reprobated, 
and  indeed  cheir  powers  of  argu- 
ment, and  utmoft  acumen  of  cen- 
fure,  feemed  principally  direded, 
(as  well  in  the  debate,  as  in  the 
liicceeding  proteft)     againll:   thofe 
new  political  principles  or  maxims, 
which   they   charged    to   the    ma- 
nifello,  viz.  That  "  what  we  have 
no  intereil  in   preferving,  we  are 
called   upon    by    neceffity    to   de- 
ftroy,"    and   that,    "  motives   of 
felf-prefervation,  not  growing  out 
of  any  flat*  of  circumllances,  now 
jn    aftual   exiftence,  buc   founded 
upon  a  policy  diredled   to  future 
uncertain   events,  fliould   be  fup- 
pofed    to  authorize  or  julHfy,    a 
prefent  general  defolation."  Thefe 
principles,    they   faid,    would    af- 
ford a   full  j unification  of  all  the 
cruelty  and   deftruftion    of    man- 
kind, recorded  of  the  moft  bloody 
tyrants,  and  of  the  moll:  barbarous 
nations.     They  would  juftify  He- 
rod in  the  murther  of  the  Inno- 
cents.    Upon    this    ground,    they 
ftated  the  following  caufes  of  dif- 
fent    in   the    protelT. — viz.    "  Be- 
**  caufe  the  public  law  of  nations, 
**  in  affirmance  of  the  dictates  of 
"  nature,  and  the  precepts  of  rc- 
"  vealed   religion,   forbids    us  to 
**  refort  to  the  extremes  of  war, 
*'  upon  our  own  opinion  of  taeir 
*'   expediency  ;     or    in    any    cafe    to 
*'  carry  on  war  for  the  purpofe  of 
**  defolation.     We  know  that  the 
**  rights  of  war  are  odious,  and 
*'  inftead  of  being  extended  upon 
*'  Joofe  conllrudlions,  and    fpecu- 
**  lations  of  danger,  ought  to  be 
**  bound   up  and  limited   by   all 
"  the    reftraints   of   the  moll:  ri- 
•*  gorous   conllruftion.      We    arc 
«*  ihocked  to  fee  the  firlt  iav;  of 


*'  nature,  felf-prefervation,  pcr- 
*•  verted  and  abufed  into  a  prin- 
"  cjple  deitruftive  of  all  other 
*'  laws ;  and  a  rule  laid  down, 
"  by  which  our  own  faffety  is  ren- 
•*  dered  incompatible  with  the 
"  profperity  of  mankind.  Thofe 
*'  objects  of  war,  which  cannot 
*'  be  compaffed  by  fair  and  ho- 
"  nourable  hoftility,  ought  not 
"  to  be  compafled  at  all.  "  An 
"  end  that  has  no  means,  but  fuch 
"  as  are  unla^joful,  is  an  tmla'wful 
"  end:' 

The  Lords  on  that  fide  con- 
cluded by  obferving,  that  no  great 
force  of  argument  feemed  necef- 
fary  for  the  condemnation  of  fo 
fhameful  a  public  in{lrament,which 
fpringing  from  a  commiflion  under 
the  great  feal  of  the  kingdom, 
would  etherwife  become  a  ftanding 
record,  and  monument  of  national 
difgrace  ;  which  went  to  the  in- 
difcriminate  maffacre  and  extermi- 
nation of  a  numerous  and  widely 
extended  people,  two  thirds  of 
whom,  were  faid  by  its  framers, 
to  be  our  warm  friends,  and  in- 
violably attached  to  our  govern- 
ment. That  fuch  a  public  difa- 
vovval  was  abfolutely  neccffary, 
lell  it  fhould  appear  in  Europe, 
that  a  BritiOi  parliament  had  given 
its  fandion  to  the  revival  of  that  - 
ferocity  and  barbarifm  in  war, 
which  a  beneficent  religion,  en- 
lightened manners,  and  true  mi- 
litary honour,  had  fo  long  baniflied 
from  the  chriltian  world. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  lords  in 
adminiilration,  or  office,  who  were 
thofe  only,  that  tok  any  part  on 
that  fide  in  the  debate,  totally  de- 
nied (as  the  miniiters  had  done  in 
the  Honfe  of  Commons)  the  in- 
terpretation put  upon  the  words, 
and  the  coniliudiion  upon  the 
ineaning 
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meaning  of  the  maivifefto,  by  the 
oppoficion.  At  the  fame  time 
they  utterly  difclaimed,  and  re- 
probated even  in  ftronger  tenr.s, 
th«  bloody  principles  which  were 
charged  to,  or  fuppofed  to  diflate 
the  manifefto.  But  this  charge 
they  attributed  folely,  to  a  difpoii- 
tion  for  decrying,  however  un- 
juftly,  all  the  meafures  of  govern- 
ment, and  a  defire  of  creating  un- 
founded alarms  and  uneafinefl'es 
among  the  people.  To  obviate 
this  defign,  and  to  prevent  the 
eiFeds  which  the  ftrong  reprefen- 
tations  and  colouring  ufed  on  the 
other  fide  might  produce  in  the 
Houfe,  they  entered  pretty  deeply 
into  a  critical  difquifition  of  the 
words,  and  what  they  defcribed  to 
be  the  fair  conftruftion  of  the  pro- 
clamation, as  well  as  into  a  juftifi- 
cation  of  the  Tneaning  and  inten- 
tion, and  a  vindication  of  the  con- 
duit and  chara(!ter  of  the  com- 
miflioners.  They  concluded  by 
hoping,  that  the  lords  would  not 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  led  away, 
by  a  ftudious  and  laboured  appeal 
to  their  feelings  and  pailions,  and 
a  forced  and  unnatural  mifcon- 
ftruftion  and  mifinterpretation  of 
plain  and  obvious  language,  into 
the  paffisig  of  a  hafty  and  unjuft 
cenfure,  not  only  upon  the  mea- 
fures of  government,  but  upon  a 
noble  lord  and  gentleman,  v/ho 
were  abfent  in  the  fcrvice  of  their 
country,  and  confequently  inca- 
pable of  vindicating  themfelyes. 

On  this  occafion,  the  new  Lord 
Chancellor  had  an  opportunity  of 
difplaying  in  that  Houfe,  thofe 
abilities  which  had  been  fo  con- 
fpicuous  in  another.  A  great  law 
lord,  who  has  been  long  oi]C  of  of- 
fice, and  a  right  reverend  prelate, 
whp  is  fcuicely  Icfs  diftiaguifhed. 
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by  his  oppofition  to  many  of  the 
meafures  of  adminiftration,  thaa 
by  his  eloquence,  were  no  lefs 
confpicuous  on  the  other  fide,  ia 
their  fupport  of  the  motion,  and 
in  their  unqualified  condemnation 
of  the  terms,  principle,  and  fpirit 
of  the  proclamation.  Both  thefe 
noble  lords  took  occafion  to  re- 
probate, in  ftrong  terms,  the  cir- 
cumftances  attending  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  feveral  parts  of  America, 
particularly  of  the  fettlement  of 
Wyoming,  and  the  cruelties  exer- 
cifed  by  Col.  Butler. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put,  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  of 
cenfure  was  over-ruled  upon  a  di- 
vifion,  by  a  majority  0/71,  ia- 
cluding  proxies,  to  37. 

Thirty-one  names  appeared  to 
the  proteft,  which,  if  compared 
with  the  number  of  the  minority 
on  the  divifion,  was  above  the 
ufual  proportion.  That  proteft 
was  penned  with  uncommon  abi- 
lity. 

As  the  naval  adlion  of  the  27th 
of  July,  was  now  to  become  a 
fubjeft  of  parliamentary  difcuflion, 
as  well  as  of  public  attention,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  take  notice  of 
fome  interveningcircumftances  re- 
lative to  that  bufinefs,  before  we 
enter  upon  the  fubfequent  detail. 
It  will  fcarcely  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  temper  and  filence  which  had 
been  fo  ftritStly  obferved  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  relative  to 
the  difagreeable  and  unfortunate 
circumftances  which  were  charged 
to  that  memorable  day,  could  ope- 
rate in  any  confiderable  degree 
upon  the  conduft  of  thofe,  who 
did  not  look  to  remote  motives  of 
public  utility  for  their  guide  of 
adion  ;  or  that  fo  many  thoufand 
feamen,  and  fo  great  a  number  of 
officers^ 
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officers,  who  were  eye  wicnefies  of 
a  conJuft,  which  had  in  its  i/acare 
a  queiionable  appearance,  cculd 
be  induced,  by  any  motives  of  dil- 
cretion,  or  power  of  example,  to- 
tally to  reltraiii  their  words  and 
fentiments  upon  the  fubjcd. 

A  general  murmur  accordingly 
fpread  thro'  the  fleet,  and  the  lofs 
of  a  complete  and  glorious  viftory, 
was  attribut'jd  to  tiie  mifconduft, 
and  difobeJience  of  orders,  of  the 
blue  divifion  ;  infomuch,  that  fome 
of  the  officers  belo.iging  to  that 
divifion,  whefe  conduct  on  that  day, 
as  on  all  others  of  fervice,  had 
been  highly  exemplary,  could  not 
avoid  feeming  to  feel  their  honotir 
wounded,  through  the  generality 
of  the  imputation.  It  would  have 
been  impolTible  in  this  country, 
that  fuch  a  Rate  of  things,  and 
fucb  a  matter  of  charge  or  csnfure, 
could  efcape  becoming  an  object 
of  newfpaper  difcullion.  But  this 
was  probably  accelerated  in  the 
prcfent  iiillance,  by  theconduil  of 
thofe  public  prints  which  had  been 
notorious  for  their  attacks  on  the 
commander  in  chief,  becoming  no 
lefs  induftrioiis  in  their  unbounded 
panegyrics  upon  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue;  whofe  general  merits, 
as  well  as  liis  fingular  bravery  and 
hiph  fervices  in  the  late  aftion,  (in 
which  he  was  reprefented  as  beanng 
away  the  whole  palm  of  honour) 
were  emblazoned  in  fo  high  a  ftile 
of  colourinp;,  as  could  not  other- 
wife  be  accounted  for,  than  by 
fuppoiing  the  piece  to  be  intended 
merely  as  an  invidious  contrail,  to 
that  degrading  piiture  which  they 
had  already  drawn  of  his  com- 
mander. 

Such    ill-judged    apd    invidious 
fiitires   and   pancgyric.ks  ia  newf-  ■ 
papers,  have  freqi^e.ntly  done  mijch 


mifchief  in  this  country  ;  andne* 
ver  more  than  upon  the  prefcnt  oc-* 
caiion.  The  panegyrics  juil  men-i 
tioned,  drew  out  comments  and 
obfervations.  A  letter  (which, 
without  a  real  fignature,  was  at- 
tributed to  an  officer  who  had  been 
in  the  action  of  the  27th  of  July) 
appeared  in  one  of  the  papers,  in 
which,  the  efcape  of  the  French 
on  that  day,  v/as  direiElly  charged 
to,  and  circumilantinily  laid  a* 
gainft,  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  by  his  difobedience  of  the 
fignals  and  the  orders  of  his  com- 
mander in  chief.  In  this  piece, 
feveral  matters  were  ibtedas  fads, 
with  which  the  public  had  hitherto 
b  en  unacquainted,  and  fome  of 
winch  were  afterwards,  in  a  very 
co.fiderable  degree,  legally  and 
publicly  ellabiilhed  by  evidence. 
In  particular,  the  meffage  fent  by 
Captain  VVindforof  the  Fox,  from 
the  admiral  to  the  vice  of  the 
blue,  was  now  hril.  announced. 
The  vice  admiral  was  likewife 
charged  with  continuing  the  whole 
afternoon,  with  his  divilion,  ta 
windward,  notwithftanding  the  re- 
peated fic^nals  that  were  made,  and 
the  meffaj»e  fent,  for  his  coming 
down  to  his  fiation  in  the  line. 

This  anonymous  publication  oc- 
cafioned  a  dircd^  application,  in 
London,  from  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
requiring  from  him  a  public  jullili- 
cation  ©f  his  condudt,  and  an  ex- 
prefs  contradi^ion  of  thofe  foul 
afperfions,  which,  he  faid,  had 
been  propagated  to  injure  his  ho- 
nour and  chamber.  And  in  or- 
der, the  more  completely  to  ef-r 
feduare  thispurpofe,  he  prefented 
a  written  piper,  which  he  require4 
to  be  figned  and  publilhed  by  the 
adiTiirai,  containing  aftatemect  oi" 

pani-. 
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particulars,  to  all  of  which  he 
was  to  give  the  fandion  of  fafts 
hy  his  name.  In  particular,  Ad- 
Wiiral  Kcppel,  by  figninp  the  pa- 
per, was  to  afl'ert  as  a  fatSt,  that 
his  calling  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  Sir  Robert  Harlaiid's  di- 
vi'fions,  into  his  wake,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  27th  of  July,  was  not 
for  the  purpofe  of  renewing;  the 
battle  at  that  time,  but  to  be  in 
readinefs  for  it  in  the  morning. 
It  was  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  that 
aey:  expectation  was  formed  of  the 
admiral's  compliance  with  juch  a 
demand. 

This  propofal  being  peremp- 
torily rejefted  by  the  admiral, 
and  pollibly,  not  without  fome  ap- 
parent marks  of  furprize  or  dif- 
guft,  the  vice  admiral  of  the  blue. 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  immediately 
publilhed  in  one  of  the  morning 
papers,  a  long  llatement  of  par- 
ticulars relative  to  the  adlion  of 
the  27 ch  of  July,  together  wich  au 
introdudory  letter  figned  with  his 
rame.  This  piece  teemed  v/ith 
direft  or  implied  cenfure  againil 
the  conduft  of  the  commander  in 
chief.  It  alfo  ft?. ted  feveral  par- 
ticular circumllances  as  fadts,  which 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fubfcquent  ju- 
dicial enquiry,  were  either  not  pro- 
perly fupported,  or  were  over- 
thrown by  dired  evidence.  Among 
the  latter  of  thefe,  the  vice-ad- 
miral's divifion  was  faid  to  have 
been  fo  fcattered  and  feparated  by 
the  fignal  for  chacing,  that  his  own 
fhip,  the  Formidable,  engaged 
and  palled  the  French  line  alone, 
without  her  having  any  fecond,  ei- 
ther a-head,  or  a-ftern.  And  the 
meffage  by  the  Fox  frigate,  was  faid 
to  have  been  delivered  at  night, 
and  in  the  dark,  and  to  amount  to 
no  more,  than,   "  That  the  ad- 
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misal  wanted  the  ftiips  of  that  di- 
vifion to  come  into  his  wake ;" 
but  pofuively  denying,  and  de- 
claring the  affertion  to  be  an  ab- 
folute  falfehood,  that  Capt.  Wind- 
for  had  faid,  that  the  admiral  only 
waited  for  him  to  renew  the  at- 
tack. 

This  extraordinary  publication, 
flriking  diredly  at  the  character 
and  honour  of  the  commander  ia 
chief,  and  tending  to  render  him 
odious  to  his  country,  without  any 
vifible  caufe,  (excepting  that  aa 
anonymous  paragraph  in  a  newf- 
paper  could  be  admittted  as  fuch) 
no  charge  or  accufation  whatever 
having  been  laid  againft  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  could  not 
fail  of  exciting  the  greateft  public 
aftonilhment.  Upon  this  occafiori; 
Admiral  Kcppel  declared,  and 
likewife  thought  it  fitting  to  com- 
municate  the  import  of  his  de- 
claration to  the  firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  without  a  full 
and  fatisfaftory  explanation  from 
that  officer,  he  could  not,  con- 
fidently with  his  honour,  ever  go 
upon  any  fervice,  or  aft  in  con- 
jundion  with  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue ;  for  that  nothing  lefs. 
than  a  mutiny  could  be  expefted 
in  the  fleet,  where  the  writer  of 
fuch  a  letter  held  any  command. 

As  thefe  matters  took  place  juH 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
they  naturally  became  fubjedts  of 
obfervation  in  both  Houfcs,  and 
were  taken  up  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  feflion  by  the  Earl  of  Briilol, 
who  having  taken  notice  of  the 
letter  in  queftion,  called  upon  the 
firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  for  an 
enquiry  into  the  condud  of  the 
naval  ofHcers  on  the  27th  of  July, 
founding  his  demand  more  parti- 
cularly on  the  declaration  made  to 

him 
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him  by  Admiral  Keppel,  that  he 
would  never  reTume  the  command 
of  the  weftern  fquadroo,  nor  could 
he  ever  think  of  going  upon  any 
fervice  \yith  the  vice-adralral  of 
the  blue,  until  the  tranfadlions  of 
that  day  were  thoroughly  enquired 
into,  and  fifted  to  the  bottom. 

The    naval    miniller    cxprefied 
the   utmoft  difapprobation    of  the 
propoled  enquiry.      He   faid    the 
atlion  off  Bred,  excepting  merely 
the    deftruflion    of    the    enemy's 
ihips,  had  produced  all   the  con- 
fequences,    and   all    the    benefits, 
which    could    have    been    derived 
from  the  completeft  vittory.     Our 
trade    had    been    fully    protecled, 
that   of  France  ruined,    and  our 
fleet  rode  triumphantly  mailers  of 
the  fea  during   the   remainder  of 
the  campaign,    vvhilft  the  enemy 
dared   not  venture    to  fhew  their 
faces.      On   the  other  hand,    he 
faid,    that  the  propofed   enquiry, 
would  draw  on    confequences   no 
jefs  mifchievous  than   a  defeat ;  it 
would  fplit  the  navy,  both  feamen 
and  officers,  into  cabals  and  fac- 
tions, than  which,  nothing  could 
be  more  pernicious   in  its  effedls, 
or  ruinous  to  the  fervice  ;  fuch  an 
enquiry  would   befides  take   up  a 
great  deal  of  time  ;  and  would  re- 
quire   the   attendance  of    all   the 
principal  officers,    either   as   wit- 
nefles  or  judges,  from  their  proper 
duty,  at  a  feafon,  when  their  pre- 
fenceand  fervices  againft  the  com- 
mon enemy  might  be  moft  wanted  ; 
and  would  in  a  great  meafure  re- 
tard, and  perhaps  defeat,  all  the 
meafures  of  the  enfuing  fpring  and 
fummer.     Such  an  enquiry  would 
befides  raife  a  kind  of  commotion 
in  the  nation,  as  almofl  every  per- 
fon    would    become  interelled   on 
«Qe  fide  or  the  other ;  and  at  its 
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conclufi/jn,  it'could  neither  afFotd 
the  fmalleft  fatisfaftion  to  the  pub- 
lic, nor  anfwer  any  one  good  pur- 
pose whatever. 

Whilft  he  exprefled  his  regret, 
that  any  miuinderftanding  had 
rifen  between  the  two  commanders 
in  quelHon,  he  declared  himfelf 
fully  convinced  and  fatisfied,  tiiat 
they  had  both  performed  their  duty 
with  the  greatefl:  bravery  and  ho- 
nour. He  faid,  that  no  man 
living  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the- 
admiral  than  he  had,  refpefting 
his  ability  and  gallantry  as  a  fea- 
raan,  aqd  his  veracity  as  a  man. 
Upon  the  fame  ground,  arifing 
from  a  like  degree  of  knowledge, 
he  was  juUified  in  a  fimilar  opi- 
nion refpefting  the  vice-admiral. 
He  farther  obferved  on  that  ground, 
that  the  admiral,  in  his  official  let- 
ter, had  expreffed  the  higheft  ap- 
probation of  the  conduft  of  all  the 
officers  of  the  fquadron,  among 
whom  the  vice-admiral  muft  of 
courfe  be  included  ;  and  that  the 
commander  in  chief's  letter,  if  no 
other  ground  of  juftilication  ex- 
ifted,  would  be,  with  him,  a  fuf- 
iicieat  reafon  for  not  calling  for  an 
enquiry. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  being 
in  a  committee  of  fupply  on  the 
2d  of  December,  this  fubjecl  was 
called  up  in  the  debate  that  arofe 
upon  the  voting  of  70,000  feamen 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year. 
On  this  occafion,  a  gentleman,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  Jong  train  of  ftric- 
tures  upon,  arid  fome  fevere  charges 
againft  the  naval'  department,  both 
with  refpeft  to  ceconomy  and  con- 
duft,  obferved  to  the  committee, 
that  the  bufinefs  of  the  27th  of 
July  loudly  demanded  an  imme- 
diate enquiry,  either  there  or  elfe- 
where;    that  as  Admiral  Keppel 
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had  declared  he  could  not  fail 
again  with  the  vice- admiral  of  the 
blue,  ic  was  become  a  matter  of 
the  utmoil  national  importance, 
and  molt  eagerly  expe£led  by  .:he 
people,  that  the  afFalr  ihould  be 
fpeedily  and  thoroughly  invclli- 
gated:  that  if  either  officer  de- 
ferved  cenfure,  it  was  fitting  tliat 
it  fliould  be  palled  ;  or  if  their 
difference  proceeded  from  any  ill- 
founded  jealoufy,  that  it  ihould 
be  removed  or  accommodated  ; 
but,  however  it  might  be,  it  was 
effentially  and  abfolutely  necelTary, 
in  this  feafon  of  danger,  that  we 
fliould  not  lofe  the  fervices  of  our 
bell  and  greatelt  officers,  and  that 
if  unanimity  was  not  to  be  hoped 
for  any  where  elfe,  no  differences 
ihould,  however,  prevail  among 
our  military  commanders.  He 
concluded  by  obferving,  that  as 
the  admiral  and  vice-admiral  were 
then  prelent  in  their  places,  he 
hoped,  one,  or  both  of  them, 
would  afford  the  Houfe  fome  fa- 
tisfaftion  on  the  fubjeft,  as  well 
for  the  fake  of  their  own  honour, 
as  for  that  of  the  public  tran- 
quility. 

The  minifter  flood  up,  probably 
with  a  view  of  qualifying  matters, 
at  the  very  inftant  in  which  Ad- 
miral Keppel  arofe  to  anfwer  the 
call  upon  him;  but  the  eagernefs 
of  the  Houle  to  hear  the  latter 
prevailing,  he  proceeded  wi:h 
giving  fome  general  account  of 
his  condud,  from  the  time  of  his 
being  called  to  the  command;  and 
in  anfwer  to  an  obfervation  which 
had  been  thrown  out  on  a  former 
occafion,  not  immediately  relative 
to  the  fubjed,  "that  if  Aamiral 
Keppel  were  to  go  through  tne 
bufinefs  of  that  day  again,  he 
would  not  iight  the  French  in  the 


fame  manner,"  he  called  upon 
che  genrieman  who  had  made\he 
obk-rvatior,  to  take  notice,  that 
he  wss  himfeif  then  fpeaking,  and 
that  he  declared  in  his  proper  per- 
fon,  that  if  he  was  again  to  go 
over  the  bufinefs  of  the  27th  of 
July,  he  would  condudl  himfeif 
in  the  fame  manner  he  then  had. 
He  f:iid,  every  thing  he  could  do 
againft  theenemy,  had  been  done; 
he  was  happy  to  fay  the  Britifh 
flag  had  not  been  tarnifhed  in  his 
hands  ;  he  was  perfed'y  eafy  on 
that  head,  and  Ihould  never  dif- 
avovv,  or  be  iilhamed  of  hi"s  conduft 
on  the  day  in  queHion.  But,  he 
faid,  that  the  oldeft  and  moft  ex- 
perienced naval  officers,  would 
difcover  fomething  in  every  en- 
gagf-ment,  with  which  th.;y  were 
before  unacquainted  ;  and  he  ac- 
knowledged that,  that  day  had 
preiented  to  him  fomething  new. 
He  impeached  no  man,  he  faid, 
of  a  negled  of  duty,  becaufe  he 
was  Satisfied  the  officer  who  had 
been  alluded  to,  had  manifeftedno 
want  of  courage,  which  v/as  the 
quality  moll  eilential  to  a  Britifh 
feaman. 

He  declared  that  nothing  could 
exceed  his  allonifliment,  v/hen  he 
iaw  that  an  officer  under  his  com- 
mand had  made  an  appeal  to  the 
public,  figned  with  his  name  in  a 
nevvfp3per,  and  tending  to  render 
himielf  odious  and  defpicable  in 
the  eyes  of  his  country,  when  nx> 
accufation  whatever  had  been  laid 
agairfft  the  officer  thus  ading; 
and  confejTed  he  had  been  at  firll: 
fo  much  ihocked,  as  to  have  de- 
termined never  to  fet  foot  aboard 
fhip  again  ;  as  he  could  not  but 
from  thence  conclude,  that  there 
was  an  end  to  all  difcipHne  and 
cojnmand  in  the  navy.     When  the 
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firft  emotions,  however,  fubfided, 
he,  •  upoa  cooler  reHcdtion,  oriiv' 
acquainted  the  firfc  Lord  of  the 
Admiralcy,  that  he  could  never 
fail  with  the  gentleman  in  queftion, 
until  matters  were  thoroughly  ex- 
plained, lie  did  not  believe,  he 
faid,  the  vice  admiral  to  be  a 
Granger  from  whence  the  anony- 
inous  attack  upon  him  came.  He 
had  himfelf  been  the  fubje£t  of 
much  and  frequent  newfpaper 
ab'jfe ;  yet  he  had  not  appealed 
to  the  public,  nor  refufed  to  ferve 
his  country,  when  his  fervices  were 
demanded.  He  did  not  charge 
ministers  with  being  the  authors 
or  promoters  of  the  abufe  againjl 
him  ;  they,  on  the  contrary  feemed 
to  be  his  friends,  and  cared'ed  and 
imiled  upon  hira  :  or  if  any  rni- 
nifters  were  capable  of  endea- 
vouring to  cut  his  throat  behind, 
his  back,  of  villifying  and  i'e- 
cretly  afperfing  him,  he  did  not 
think  they  were  then  near  him  ; 
but  if  they  were,  he  was  per- 
feflly  indifferent  as  to  their  fmilcs 
or  their  frowns,  and  regardlefs  of 
every  confequence  which  might 
ioHovv  from  either;  and  was  llill 
ready  to  ferve  his  country,  with 
the  warmert  zeal,  and  to  the  utmoll: 
extent  of  his  abilities. 

This  neceffarily  called  up  the 
vice-admiral  to  an  explanation. 
He  faid  the  honeurable  admiral 
feemed  to  fpeak  with  a  k:nd  of 
rcferve,  as  if  there  was  fomething 
behird ;  he  heartily  wilhcd  hirn 
to  fpeak  out,  that  knov^ing  fully 
v.hat  was  imputed  to  him,  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of 
fairly  anfwering  the  charge  ;  he 
held  all  low  infmuations  and  ai- 
fefted  lendernefs  m  the  utmoll 
contempt.  If  there  was  any  real 
ground  of    accufdtion,    why    not 


make  it  fairly  and  openly.?.  If 
not,  why  infinuate  that  he  had 
been  wanting  in  point  of  condudl, 
at  the  fame  time  that  a  teftimonv 
was  given  in  favour  of  his  cou- 
rage ?  An  officer's  honour  was  not 
leis  tender  with  rcfpcd  to  impu- 
tations  of  miiconduft,  or  difobe- 
dience  cf  orders,  than  to  thofe 
which  related  merely  to  the  article 
of  courage.  Dark  and  indire^l 
infmuations,  were  more  difficult  to 
be  refilled  or  cured,  and  accor- 
dingly more  prejudicial  to  thecha- 
rader  of  an  ofdcer,  than  any  di- 
recl  terms  of  accufation.  It  was 
under  fuch  circumilances,  that  he 
had  been  obliged  to  make  that  ap- 
peal to  the  public,  which  ieemed 
to  aiFord  fo  much  matter  of  diffa- 
tisfaction  to  the  admiral.  It  had 
been  infinuated,  that  he  was  a 
hindrance  to  renewing  the  ailion 
with  the  French  fleet  on  the  27th 
oi  July;  feeling  his  honour  thus 
attacked,  he  waited  upon  the  com- 
mander in  chief  to  have  the  mat- 
ter fet  to  rights,  the  imputation 
wiped  away,  and  his  honour 
cl.ared.  But  finding  that  he 
could  rot  obtain  that  redrefs, 
which  he  had  a  right  to  claim 
and  expedl:,  he  was  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  appealing  to  the  public ^ 
he  had  ftated  fafts  to  them,  and 
by  thofe  fafts  he  would  ftand  or 
fall.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  moft 
difagreeable  circumlUnce  in'  na- 
ture, to  a  .  man  of  fenfibility,  to 
be  under  a  neceffuy  of  faying  any 
thing  againft  a  friend  ;  but  whera 
an  officer's  reputation  was'  at  Hake, 
the  removal  of  an  unjull  lligma, 
w-s  certainly  an  objeft  that  fu- 
j-.rrftded  all  other  conflderacions, 
Hj  declared  in  the  Ibongeft  lerms, 
that  the  report  of  bis  not  obeying 
fignalsy    was.  a  dirett  falfehood  ; 

bus 
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but  that  if  it  had  been  even  true, 
confidering  the  circumftances  of 
that  day,  the  public  fervice  could 
not  have  been  afFe<5led  by  it.  That 
however  unadvifeable  the  meafure 
might  be  at  prefenc  with  refpeQ  to 
the  public  interefts  or  fervice,  it 
was  much  his  intereft  to  wifh  for  a 
public  enquiry  or  trijil,  as  he  was 
certain  it  would  then  come  out, 
that  he  had  done  his  duty  in  every 
refpeft,  both  as  an  oScer  and  a 
man.  He  concluded  by  again  af- 
ferting,  that  he  had  neither  been 
guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  nor  of 
inadivicy  ;  that  he  was  by  no 
means  initrumental  in  preventing 
a  re-adtion  v^ith  the  fleet  of  Monf. 
d'Orvilliers  ;  that  he  defpifed  all 
the  means  reforted  to,  both  within 
and  without  doors,'  to  vilify  and 
traduce  him,  as  a  profeflional  man  ; 
and  that,  confcious  of  his  inno- 
cence, he  feared  neither  reports 
nor  afTertions,  a  parliamentary  en- 
quiry, nor  a  public  trial. 

Admiral  Keppel  replied,  that 
he  did  not  underlland  what  was 
meant  by  indirect  charges  and  in- 
finuations;  he  had  made  none; 
his  charge  was  fingle,  open,  di- 
reft,  and  confined  to  its  objeft;  it 
went  fully  and  fairly,  to  a  letter 
figned,  Viugh  Pallifer,  in  a  pub- 
lic newfpaper  ;  that  publication, 
i&xclufive  of  what  related  to  the 
defence  or  juftificHtion  of  the  vice- 
admiral,  contained  feveral  mat- 
ters, fo  objedlionable  in  their  na- 
ture, as  fufiiciently  juilified  his 
adhering  to  his  determination,  of 
never  again  going  to  fea  with  that 
officer.  He  had  made  no  other 
charge  againft  him;  but  as  the 
vice-admiral  had  now  entered  upon 
the  fubject  of  fignals,  and  de- 
clared it  to  be  no  fault  of  his, 
that  the  fieet  of  France  was  no; 
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re-attacked,  he  mufl  fay,  as  tci 
that,  that  he  prefumed  every  in- 
ferior officer,  was  bound  to  obey 
the  fighals  of  his  corhmander  j 
and,  as  he  was  now  called  upon 
to  fpeak  out,  he  would  inform 
the  Houfe  and  the  Public,  thai 
the  fignal  for  comihg  into  the 
Vi£lory's  wake,  was  flying  from 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till 
eight  in  the  evening,  without  be- 
ing obeyed.  At  the  fame  time, 
he  faid,  that  he  did  not  charge 
the  vice-admiral  with  aftual  difo- 
bedience;  and  he  doubted  not, 
that  if  an  enquiry  fhould  be 
thought  neceffary,  he  would  be 
able  to  juflify  himfelf,  as  he  was 
fiilly  perfwaded  of  his  perfonal 
bravery.  He  concluded,  that  as 
his  country's  friend,  he  was  ready 
to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
promote  its  intereft,  and  advance 
its  honour ;  but  them  were  his 
objedls  ;  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  adrnlniftration,  and  was  lit- 
tle felicitous  about  any  matter,  buft 
what  related  to  the  due  performance 
of  his  own  duty. 

The  fixing  of  fb  material  Z 
point  of  charge,  induced  Mr.  T<. 
Luttrell,  v/ho  had  been  the  means 
of  bringing  the  fubjed  forward, 
immediately  to  fland  up,  and  to 
move  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly, 
for  ah  order  to  bring  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  his  trial;  but  he  was 
called  to  order  by  another  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  for  deviating 
from  the  fubjeft  of  debate ;  ano- 
ther motion  being  yet  undecided, 
and  that  b'ufinefs  not  properly  be- 
fore the  committee.  Eythismdans, 
the  matter  was  deferred  for  the 
prefent;  but  the  gentleman  who 
had  intended  the  motion,  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  revive  it  on  the 
following  day. 

IQ}  Partly 
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Partly  fi-om  the  intervention  of 
other  matters,  and  partly  from  a 
lack  of  attendance  on  fome  days, 
which  prevented  the  doing  of  any 
bufmefs,  this  lay  over  for  above  a 
week  without  farther  notice.  At 
length,  Mr.  Luttrell  having  ftated 
the  grounds  on  which  he  founded 
^  ,  his  motion,  moved  for  an 
-  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  that 

he  would  be  pieafed  to  give  di- 
reftions  for  a  court  martial  to  en- 
quire into  the  conducl  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in 
and  relative  to  an  adtion  oft  or 
near  Uihant,  on  the  27th  of  July 
lall,  between  his  Majefty's  fleet 
and  the  fleet  of  France  ;  it  ap- 
pearing to  this.  Houfe,  that  the 
faid  vice-admiral  did  not  obey  the 
fignals  of  his  fuperior  commander, 
when  preparing  to  re-engage  the 
fliips  of  the  enemy. 

The  motion  being  feconded, 
the  vice  admiral,  in  a  fpeech  full 
of  paiTion  and  vehemence,  com- 
plained bitterly  of  the  injurious 
treatment  which  he  had  received 
from  the  commander  in  chief,  who 
in'lead  of  juftifying  his  charaiSter, 
when  perfonally  applied  to  for  that 
purpofe,  feemed  rather  to  coun- 
tenance the  villainous  infinuations 
which  fome  dark  affhfrins  had 
thrown  out  againithim.  That  his 
conduft  fmcc  had  been  no  lefs  un- 
becoming and  injurious.  For  with- 
out venturing  to  come  forward  in 
a  fair  and  manly  manner,  with 
any  open  and  direft  accufation 
brought  formally  againll:  hirn,  he 
had  Hill  endeavoured  to  fupport 
the  afperfions  thrown  upon  his 
charafler,  by  fubftantially  charg- 
ing him,  in  that  Houfe,  with  diib- 
bedience,  and  by  ieemirg  to  lav 
the  v/ant  of  fucc2i"5  on  the  27th  of 
July. at  his  door.  But  thefe  were 
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infinuations  which  he  had  deter- 
mined not  to  lie  under  ;  he  was 
confcious  of  having  performed  his 
duty;  nor  would  he  from  any  mo- 
tives of  convenience,  expedience, 
or  public  opinion,  father  the  faults 
of  any  man.  The  truth,  he  faid, 
was,  that  the  admiral  wanted  to 
load  him  with  the  public  odium 
ariflng  from  the  mifcarriage  of  that 
day,  and  comf^ei  him  to  fubmit  to 
bear  the  blame  of  his  ov/n  palpable 
miflakes  and  incapacity. 

The  violence  of  this  language 
having  occafioned  the  friendly  in- 
terpofttion  of  a  gentleman  on  the 
court  fide,  who  was  apprehenfive 
of  difagreeable  confequences  from 
its  continuance,  the  vice-admiral 
proceeded  with  lefs  vehemence  to 
inform  the  Houfe,  that  under  the 
circumftances  he  had  defcribed, 
finding  that  he  could  not  obtain 
jullice  by  any  perfonal  application, 
and  that  no  public  motives  could 
induce  the  admiral  to  bring  for- 
u'ard  any  charge  againft  him, 
which  might  aftbrd  an  opportunity 
for  the  vindication  of  his  chara6ler, 
he  had  been  driven  by  neceflity, 
(not  having  a  right  to  demand  a 
trial  on  himtelf )  in  order  to  repair 
the  injury  done  to  his  honour,  to 
lay  feveral  articles  of  accufation 
againft  Admiral  Keppel,  tending 
to  fliew,  as  he  would  hereafter  de- 
monftrate,  that  the  failure  of  fuc- 
cefs  on  the  27 ih  of  July,  with  the 
fubfequent  confequences  and  dif- 
appointment  to  the  nat'ion,  were 
O'.ving  to  the  mifconduft  and  fault 
of  that  commander ;  and  that  he 
had  a!fo  demanded  a  court  martial 
on  that  gentleman,  which  the  ad- 
miralty accordingly  granted.  He' 
concluded,  that  the  meafure  he 
had  taken  --as  diftated  by'felf-- 
defence;    that   he   had   taken   if^'^ 
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with  the  utmoft  pain  and  reluc- 
tance, as  there  were  few  men 
living  he  had  a  higher  efieem  and 
veneration  for  than  the  honourable 
gentleman,  as  a  friend,  and  in- 
timate acquaintance,  whom  he  had 
known  for  many  years,  and  whofe 
intimacy  and  friendfhip  he  had  hi- 
therto looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
happieft  circumltances  of  his  life. 

Nothing  could  now  exceed  the 
mixed  appearance  of  furprize,  con- 
cern, and  difapprobation,  which 
prevailed  in  every  part  of  the 
Houfe;  and  fhe  vice-admiral  had 
the  mortification  to  hear  his  con- 
duft,  both  with  refpeft  to  the 
newfpaper  publication,  and  the 
demand  of  a  court  martial  againll 
his  admiral,  openly,  and  without 
referve  condemned,  by  every  gen- 
tleman, of  whatever  fide  or  party, 
who  fpoke  upon  the  occafion. 
This  was  ilill  increafed  by  the  dif- 
approbation which  appeared  from 
his  own  profefiion,  which  was  no 
lefs  general  or  explicit;  feveral 
gentlemen  of  rank  and  diftinftion 
in  the  navy,  who  were  then  pre- 
fent,  although  they  exprelTed  great 
refpeft  and  efieem  for  the  vice-ad- 
miral, and  fhewed  the  greateft  ten- 
dernefs  for  his  charader,  could 
not,  however,  refrain  from  an  ab- 
folute  condemnation  of  his  con- 
ciudl  in  ihoferefpeds.  Nor  was  he 
defended  or  fupported  in  any  de- 
gree, either  on  the  fide  of  the  mi- 
nifters,  or  even  by  his  brethren  on 
the  admiralty  bench. 

It  feemed,  however,  ftill  to  be 
I  the  general  hope  as  well  as  wifli, 
'  on  all  iides,  that  fome  means 
might  yet  be  adopted,  to  prevent 
the  matter  from  going  any  farther; 
I  and  by  healing  the  differences  be- 
i  tween  the  two  officers,  to  evade 
,  thofe  faul  tliireniions  in  the  navy. 


and  confequences  to  the  public, 
which  they  othervvifeaporehendedi 
In  this  ftate,  therifing  of  the  gen- 
tleman, who  was  himfeif  the  im- 
mediate objedt  of  concc'-n,  could 
not  fail  of  drawing  all  eyes  and 
attention,  any  more  than  of  com- 
manding the  moil:  profound  fi- 
lence.  Admiral  Keppel,  thanked 
the  gentlemen  on  every  fide  of 
the  Houfe  for  their  friendly  par- 
tiality in  his  favour,  .and  for  their 
wifhes  to  prevent  an  enquiry* 
which  carried  in  its  very  face,  as 
well  as  nature,  an  implication  of 
cenfure  to  his  charafter.  But, 
their  friendly  endeavours,  he  in- 
formed them,  were  now  too  late. 
His  accufer  had  laid  fpecific  char- 
ges of  criminality  againft  him> 
which  not  only  llruck  diredly  at 
his  life,  but  at  what  was  infinitely 
dearer  to  him,  his  honour;  and 
in  a  few  hours  after  thefe  charges 
were  laid,  the  admiralty,  without 
farther  enquiry,  feat  notice  to  himi 
to  prepare  for  his  trial  by  a  court 
martial.  However  difagreeaWe 
luch  an  event  might  feem,  as  the 
confequence  of  forty  years  fpent 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  he 
Hiould  not  only  meet  it  with  good, 
will,  but  with  great  inv/ard  fa- 
tisfaiSlion  ;  he  was  under  no  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  the  iffue  would 
afford  any  caufe  of  concern  to  his 
friends,  or  bring  any  difgrace  upoa 
himfeif;  his  heart  acquitted  hint 
of  all  guilt,  and  he  made  no  doubt 
that  his  country  would.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  was  in  a  fituatioa 
different  from  every  o:her  man  ia 
that  Houfe,  and  fuch  as  he  had 
never  experienced  before  ;  that  he 
fhould  therefore  take  no  part  in 
the  prefent  queflion,  nor  ftay  any 
longer  than  while  he  was  fpeaking. 
He  concluded  a  ihort,  but  exceed- 
[G]  2  ingljr 
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ingly  afTcftingand  pathetic  fpcecli, 
by  thanking  God,  that  he  was  the 
accufed,  and  not  the  accufer  \  and 
then  immediately  quitted  the 
Houfe. 

The  Houfe  fliewed  an  unufual, 
and  an  aft'edling  degree  of  fynnpa- 
thy  during  this  Ipeech  ;  and  at 
every  paule,  as  well  as  its  con- 
clufion,  thofe  plaudits,  which  par- 
liamentary forms  will  admit  of, 
were  almoft  generally  beftowed. 
Upon  his  departure,  the  fnuation 
of  his  accufer  became  by  no  mear.s 
pleafar.t;  as  he  was  under  a  ne- 
•eefh'y  of  hearing  fuch  direfl  and 
unqualified  cer.fure,  and  general 
condemnation  of  his  conduct,  a? 
few  men  have  experienced  in  that 
Houfe,  and  as  he  certainly  little 
expedled  at  the  time  of  making  his 
Ja'e  fpeech.  This"  was  carried  to 
fuch  a  length,  that  a  gentleman  in 
his  place  declared,  the  whole  ba- 
fmefs  carried  the  appearance  of  a 
preconcerted  fcheme  for  the  ruin 
of  the  admiral;  and  pointed  his 
fufpicions  direftjy  to  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  ;  confidering  the 
vice-admiral,  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  that  board,  as  merely  in- 
ftrumental.  And  notwithftanding 
violent  and  repeated  calls  of  or- 
der from  the  admiiaky  bench,  fo 
much  was  heard  upon  this  fubj-ft, 
that  the  vice-admiral  thought  tit 
to  fubmit  to  the  neceflity  of  de- 
claring upon  his  honour,  that  no 
perfon  whatever  hp.d  any  previous 
knowledge  of  his  intentions. 

A  naval  commander  of  diftinc- 
tion,  not  higher  in  rank  than  in 
public  eilimation,  gave  the  higheft 
teRimony  to  the  numerous  public 
and  private  virtues  of  the  honour- 
able admiral  who  had  juft  de- 
parted. He  faid,  that  in  forty 
years  acquaiatanecand  mutual  fer- 


vice,  he  did  not  know  a  fingle  itJ^ 
ftance  of  his  conduft  in'  nil  that 
time,  whether  as  a  private  or  a 
public  man,  as  a  gentleman  or  a 
feaman,  which  did  not  redound  to 
his  own  honour,  in  many  cafes 
called  forth  the  applaufc  and  gra- 
titude of  his  country,  and  in  all, 
merited  the  approbation  of  every 
good  and  honeft  man.  He  tocit 
noLice,  that  the  only  accufation 
againft  the  vice-admiral,  was  laid 
by  himfelf  in  a  newfpaper  publi- 
cation figned  with  his  name.  Fcr 
in  anfwer  to  an  anonymous  charge, 
he  brought  forward  and  agitated  a 
inatter,  but  little  known  and  lefs 
attended  fo,  which  was  the  point 
of  not  obevirg  his  admiral's  fig- 
nals ;  and  having,  in  that  defen'.:; 
againft  nothing,  acknowledged  that 
he  had  not  obeyed  them,  he  thereby 
efiablinud  the  fa£l,  and  became 
fubilantiallv  hjsown  accufer.  And 
the  fadl  being  thus  admitted,  ic 
became  impoffible  for  the  admiral, 
if  he  had  been  even  ^o  inclined, 
to  weaken  or  explain  it  away  ;  the 
proof  being  of  that  fpecies,  which 
no  man  could  pretend  to  contro- 
vert. No'-  could  the  admiral,  hs 
faid,  confiitently  with  his  own  ho- 
nour, or  with  the  public  fervice, 
have  again  ventured  to  fca  with  ail 
officer,  who  had  in  a  public  newf- 
paper cenfured  his  conduft,  and 
on  the  day  of  battle  treated  hi* 
fjgnals  with  contempt. 

He  obferved  with  refpefl  to'  the 
prefent  accufation,  that  the  vice"* 
admiral  was  prefent  on  the  27th  of 
July  ;  that  he  was  a  witnefs  to  thft 
pretended  incapacity  and  mifcon- 
duft  of  bis  admiral  ;  that  he  wa's 
not  only  filent  as  to  faults  of  fuch 
nrtagnitude  and  importance  to  hi* 
country,  but  lavifh  in  bis  praifesj 
that  he  returned  with  him  to  porr, 

corre- 
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Correfponded  with  him,  continued 
on  terms  of  the  greatell  intimacy 
with  him  ;  went  to  fea  again  un- 
der his  command,  returned  again 
to  port,  and  in  all  that  time,  and 
during  fo  many  different  tranfac- 
tions,  not  a  fingle  rvllable  of  fault 
or  complaint  had  been  heard.  But 
now  all  at  once,  when  five  months 
3re  ejapfcd,  when  the  vice-admiral 
confiders  himfelf  as  publicly  ac- 
cufed  in  the  newfpapers,  and  when 
a  motion  for  bringing  him  to  trial, 
had  been  announced  and  intended 
in  that  Houfe,  the  accufed  fud- 
denly  becomes  the  accufer,  and 
out  ftart  five  articles  of  accufation, 
each  tending  diredlly  to  afFeft  the 
life  or  honour  of  that  man,  whole 
intimacy  and  friendfiiip  he  ac- 
knowledges t«  have  confidered  as 

J  the  greatell  happinefs  of  his  life. 

'  *  But  while  thi3  gentleman  fcemed 
equally  to  condemn  and  regret  the 
condudl  of  the  vice-admiral,  he 
declared  he  could  not  refrain  from 
the  utmoll  aftonifhment  at  that  of 
the  admiralty  j  and  totally  regard- 
lefs  of  his  n;ilitaiy  or  prcfeflional 
iituation,  proceeded  with  no  lefs 
freedom  in  its  cenfure.  He  faid, 
that  in  the  mod  favourable  con- 
ftrudtion  that  could  be  put  upon 
the  condudl  of  that  board,  it  could 
not  but  be  acknowledged,  that 
they  had,  at  leall,  ailed  precipi- 
tately and  rafhly  in  this  bufinefs. 
That  in  a  matter  of  fuch  national 
importance,  and  where  the  life  and 
honour  of  a  commander,  fo  high 
in  charafler,  and  of  fuch  dillin- 
.guiflied  fervicc,  were  at  liaise,  a 
greater  degree  of  caution  and  de- 
Jibcratipn    would    fcsrcely     have 

•  been  more  neceffary,  than  it  would 

,  .)ia.ve  been  becoming  the  charafter 
of  a.  board  entrufted  with  fuch 
ppw?rs.     That  in  the  prefent  cri- 


tical fituation  of  public  affairs, 
this  caution  was  the  tnore  necef- 
fary,  as  it  was  well  known,  tha^ 
Admiral  Keppel  pofTeffed  the  con- 
fidence and  afFeflion  of  the  navy 
in  fo  eminent  a  degree,  that  he 
was  little  lefs  than  idolized  by  all 
Britifli  feamen.  Under  fuch  cir- 
cumfiances,  he  faid,  that  board 
fhould  have  been  exceedingly  nice 
in  their  conduft,  and  circumfpe6^ 
in  their  proceedings ;  and  not  the 
lefs  fo,  for  the  vice-admiral  being 
one  of  their  own  body.  Before 
they  received  his  complaint ;  or  at 
leaft  before  they  aded  upon  it,  by 
taking  a  fingle  official  llcp  againlt 
Admiral  Keppel,  they  fiiould  have 
thorouL';hly  confidered  the  grounds 
of  difference,  the  circumftances 
which  produced  them,  and  the 
length  of  time  before  the  accufa- 
tion was  laid;  they  fhould  have 
recolltfted  that  the  accufer  was 
himfelf  accufed  ;  and  that  he  il:ood 
in  a  ftate,  which  could  fcarcely  be 
confidered  as  fliort  of  avowed  per- 
fonal  enmity  v/ith  his  principal, 
and  which  might  well  be  fup- 
pofed,  to  be  even  under  the  im- 
mediate influence  of  paffion,  at 
the  very  inftant  of  his  laying  the 
charges.  They  fhould  have  adled 
as  moderators  upon  the  occafion  ; 
they  fliould  have  given  palfion 
time  to  cool,  and  have  interpofed 
their  influence  in  healing  the  dif- 
ferences between  two  brave  and 
valuable  officers,  at  a  time  whea 
their  fervices  were  fo  much  wan  ted  j, 
inftead  of  blowing  up  the  flame, 
by  rafnly  and  haftily  receiving  a 
rafli,  hafty,  and  pailionate  accu- 
fation ;  and  thereby  drawing  on 
thofe  fatal  diffentions  in  the  naval 
fervice,  and  thofe  numerous  evils 
to  the  public,  which  they  ha4 
themfelves  declared,  mufl:  be^  the 
[G'J  3  iner 


102]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1779. 

inevitable  confequences  of  fuch  a  and  confequences  of  fuch  a  loofe 

trial  at  the  p/cfenr.     But  as  things  indefinite  charge;  to  which,   from 

actually  were,  he  would  fpeakout,  irs  inaccuracy,  or  want  of  fpecifi- 

an3  cou!d  not   but  fay,  that  their  cation,  no   proper   defence   could 

thus   eagc'Iy  fnatching  at  an  oc-  be  made,  and  from  whence,  con- 


cafion,  which  affefted  the  profef- 
iional  charafler,  the  life  and  the 
honour,  of  a  gentleman  fo  high 
and  fo  dear  in  the  eftimation  of 
his  country,  more  efpecially  con- 
iidering  the  fituation,  and  the 
particular    degree    of    favour    in 


fequently,  no  definitive  ifTue  could 
be  obtained.  But  none  of  thefe 
matters  held  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance.  The  vice-admiral  had 
preferred  an  accufation,  confifting 
of  five  feparate  articles,  or  charges, 
properly   drawn  up,    and   ipecifi- 


which  his  adverfary  flood,  carried     cally  pointed.     What  then  could 


fuch  ftiiklng  marks  of  the  moll 
glaring  partiality,  as  excited  his 
utmoit  alio nifli men  t. 

This  direct  and  profefTional 
charge  againfl  the  condudl  of  the 
admiralty,  opened  a  new  fource 
cf  debate,  which  was  warmly  agi- 
tated on  both  fides.  The  com- 
miflioMcrs  of  that  board  ftrenu- 
cufly    infiRed  their  conllitution  to 


the  admiralty  board  do  ?  They 
mull:  either  take  upon  them  td 
prejudge  the  truth  of  thofe  char- 
ges ;  or  they  muH  admit  them  to 
be  fuch  as  were  fit  to  be  fent  to 
the  confideration  of  a  court  mar- 
tial. The  firft,  they  could  not, 
dared  not  do,  being  totally  ig- 
norant of  their  truth  or  falfe- 
hood  J  the  fecond,  they  we're  com- 


be   fuch,    that  in    all  matters  of    pelled  to   comply   with,     becaufe 


accufation,  they  were  obliged  to 
acl  minifterially  ;  they  had  no  ju- 
dicial power;  but  when  a  com- 
plaint was  preferred,  they  were, 
as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  in  dif- 
charge  of  their  ofRce,  not  only 
compelled  to  receive  it,  but  to 
give  the  neceffary  direflions  for 
proceeding  to  trial.  Under  fuch 
circumllances  the  board  had  no 
option  ;  the  accufation  being  once 


the  matter  admitted  of  no  alter- 
native. 

But  neither  this  dodlrine,  nor 
the  ground  of  defence  to  which 
it  v/as  applied,  paffed  without 
queflion  and  cenfure  in  the  pre- 
fent inftance.  The  oppofition  in-, 
lifted,  that  the  admiralty  were  not 
only  endued  with  difcretionary 
powers  competent  to  the  purpofe  ; 
but  that  the  exercife  of  them  was 


made,  they  could  not  reject;  they  one  of  their  great  and  principal 
could  not  qualify ;  they  mult  have  duties;  it  was  among  the  moft 
afted  juft  as  they  did.  Being,  ufeful  purpofes  of  their  inflitu- 
however,  afterwards  hard  prefTed  tion  ;  and  they  reprefented  their 
in  argument,  they  acknowledged  omiffion  of  it  on  the  prefent  oc- 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  that  cafion  as  highly  culpable.  They 
if  the  accufation  was  loofely  or  f^.id,  that  the  reflriftions  by  which 
inaccurately  drawn  up  ;  if  it  was  they  pretended  to  be  bound,  and 
frivolous  and  vexatious  in  its  ten-  the  dodrine"  they  founded  upoa. 
dency ;  or  if  it  was  dellitute  of  that  pretence,  were  not  only  the 
specification  ;  then,  indeed,  it  moft  ridiculous  that  could  be  con- 
might  have  been  ihe  duty  of  the  ceived,  but  they  led  to  the  moft 
^diiiiralty  to  look  to  the  tendency  ruinous  confequences.  They  would 
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eftablifli  a  principle,  which  would     board,    in  every  fuch  aft,    exer- 
go  to  the  deftrudion   of  all  naval     cifes  a  difcretionary  power.     The 
fervice,  and  to  the  leaving  of  every     conclufion    is    clear    either    way; 
fuperior   officer   at   the   mercy  of    every   thing  which   malice,  rage, 
his  inferior.      If  the   whole  fleet     or  folly,  can  fugged,  is  a  proper 
of  England   was  upon   the   point  fuhjed  to  be  fent   to  be  enquired 
of  failing,  upon   the  moll  fudden  into  by  a  court  martial,  or  the  ad- 
and    critical   emergency,  whether  miralty  board  have  the  right  con- 
fer our  immediate  defence  againft  tended  for  ;  that  of  judging  of  the 
invalion,    or  for   the  prefervation  magnitude,  extent,  and  probabi- 
of  our  moft  valuable  foreign  in-  lity  of   the   charge,    the  circum- 
terells,  it  would,  under  this  doc-  fiances  which  brought  it  into  ex- 
trine,  be  in  the  power  of  the  moll  iftence,  and  every  other  matter  con- 
petty  officer,  in   fo  great  a  multi-  neded  with  it,  which  might  enable 
tude  of  men   and  variety  of  cha-  them  to  be' the  means  of  promoting 
rafters,  whether    through   malice,  general  and  particular  juftice. 
folly,  or  treachery,  to  put  a  flop  It  feemed    undoubtedly  to   be  a 
to  the  whole  defign  and  operation,  new  and  fingularcircumftance,  that 
only    by    laying    fome    villainous  a  great    department  of  the  ftate, 
charge  againft  the  commander  in  fhould,  to  all  appearance,    endea- 
chief,      which    would    neceffarily  vour  to  narrow  its  own   conftitu- 
keep    back   all    the   principal    of-  tion,  rights,  and  authority ;  whilft 
ficers,     either    as    witnefTes    or   as  on  the  other  hand,  its  adverfaries 
judges.     And   thus,  in  effeft,  the  in    the    oppolition,    were    endea- 
v/hole  direftion  of  our  naval  ope-  vouring  to   demonilrate  its  being 
rations,     would     either    be     con-  endowed  with  thofe  powers,  which 
figned  over  into  the  hands  of  the  it   totally  difclaimed  and  denied, 
enemy,  or  committed  to  the  dif-  The  different  ftatutes   relative   to 
cretion  of  folly,  of  malice,  or   of  the  admiralty,  were  quoted,  exa- 
madnefs  at  home.  mined,  and  applied  on  both  fides. 
But    they    obferved,     that    the  In  effeft,  the  great  crown  lawyers 
commiffioners,  finding  themfelves  being  hard^prelfed  by  their  adver- 
unable  to   fuftain    that    m.onltrous  faries,    feemed    rather   to    employ 
doftrine  in   its    full    extent,  had,  their  time  and  abilities  in  making 
though    apparently   much    againft  a  defence  for  the  firft  lord  of  the, 
their  will  and  intention,  and  dif-  admiralty,    than    in   ferioufly   de- 
guifed    under     loofe    and    vague  nying  the  powers  of  the  board  at 
terms,  virtually  given  it  up.     For  which  he  prefided. 
what  lefs  d^d   their  acknowledge-          Although  fome   gentlemen  ftill 
ment  amount  to,    that  if  accufa-  declared    their  opinion,    that  the 
tions  were  frivolous,   vexatious,  or  original  motion  of  addrefs-for  the 
unimportant,     the    board    might,  trial  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  Ihould, 
and  would  rejeft  thein,    than   to  for  the  fake  of  public  juftice,  be 
thofe    very    difcretionary    powers  carried  forward,    as  it  was    con- 
which  were  contended  for  on  the  eluded,  that    m.otives  of  delicacy 
other  fide?    Either   the    board   is  would  ever  prevent  Admiral  Kep- 
not  competent,    in   any  inftance,  pel  from  becoming  his  accufer^,  yet 
to  judge;    or,  if  competent,    the  it  was  more  generally  concluded  on 

[G]  4  that  ■ 
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that  fide,  to  let  it  lie  dormant  for 
the  prefent ;  and  to  prevent  its  re- 
ceiving a  negative,  it  was  difpofed 
of  by  moving  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  operated  as  a  previous 
queftion,  and  was  carried  without 
oppofition. 

It  was  juft  at  the  approach  of 
the  recefs,  when  Admiral  Pigot, 
who  had  during  the  courfe  of  this 
bufinefs,  on  every  occasion,  ex- 
erted himfelf  with  the  greateft 
warmth,  zeal  and  aftivity,  in  fa- 
vour of  Admiral  Keppel,  made  a 

Dr  V    motion,    that   on   ac- 
ec.  lotn,  r  ,  J. 

count  or  the  exceeding 

bad  ftate  of  health,  under  which 

that  gentleman  had  long  laboured, 

and  the  extreme  danger  to  which 

his  life  muft   be  expofed,  by  the 

confined  air,  and  the  want  of  ne- 

ceflary    room    on    board     a    ihip, 

during  the  length  of  time  that  his 

trial    would    probably    lafl,     and 

confidcring  the  great  number  of 

people  with  which  it  muft  be  ne- 

ccfTarily  attended,  he  might  have 


leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  enahl* 
the  admiralty  to  order  his  trial  tq 
be  held  at  fome  convenient  place 
on  (hore,  infte.id  of  its  being  held 
aboard  ihip,  which  was  the  mode 
prefcribed  at  prefent  by  the  law. 

Notwithftanding  the  modifica- 
tions and  alterations  which  this 
bill  underwent  in  both  Houfes, 
and  that  it  was  necefTarily  brought 
back  from  the  lords  in  confequence 
of  their  amendments,  it  was  car- 
ried through  with  wonderful  dif- 
patch  and  facility,  and  received 
the  royal  aflent  on  Chriilmas  Eve. 
Nor  did  it  meet  with  the  fmallell 
oppofition  with  reipeft  to  its  par- 
ticular principle,  as  tending  to 
its  dire<rt  objedl,  in  either  Houfe; 
while  the  elogiums  on  Admiral 
Keppel  which  it  drew  out  in  its 
progrefb  through  both,  efpecially 
the  lords,  would  have  been  deemed 
by  a  vyin  or  ambitious  man,  as 
more  than  a  compenfation  for  al| 
the  hardlhips  and  dangers  of  hia 
trial. 


C  H  A  P. 

,    1(1 'Tiv;: 
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CHAP. 


VI. 


pehatis  arlfing  on  quejiions  of  fiipply,  previous  to  the  recefs.  Augment  a* 
tion  of  14,000  7nen,  ta  the  land  fer-v ice.  Trial  at  Portfmouth.  Ad" 
liiiral  Ki'ppely  hoHourahly  acquitted,  Recsi'vcs  the  thanks  of  both  Houfes, 
Vice-admiral  of  the  blue  refigns  his  employments,  and  fuacates  his  feat 
in  the  Hcu/e  if  Commons.  Memorial,  fgned  hy  twel'ue  admirals,  prc- 
fented.  Great  difcontents  in  the  navy.  Re/olution  of  ce?ifure  mo-ved 
by  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  conduSl  of  the  admiralty.  Motion,  after  long  de- 
hates,  rejcilcd  upon  a  diroifon.  Second  ?noticn,  of  a  Jimilar  nature^ 
by  Mr.  Fox,  rcjeScd  upon  a  dinjifon.  T-ivo  great  na'val  commanders , 
declare  againji  ailing  under  the  prefent  Jyftem.  Ref gnat  ion  of  na'val 
C^-ccrs.  Sir  P.  f.  Gierke,  brings  in  a  bill  againji  the  contradors ; 
frft  quefticn  carried  upon  a  di-vifion  ;  but  the  bill  rejeSlid  upon  another. 
Bill  in  favour  of  Dif enters  brought  in  and  pajfed.  Affairs  of  Ire- 
land, Various  attempts  and  propofals  for  affording  commercial  relief  to 
■    that  (ountry,  prove  at  length  ineffediial. 


ALTHOUGH  the  great  quef- 
tions  of  fupply  had  been 
carried  through  by  the  minlfters, 
previous  to  the  recefs,  without  any 
{narked  oppofition,  yet  they  were 
produdive,  as  has  been  ufually  the 
•cafe  of  late,  of  much  difcuflion, 
enquiry,  and  obfervation,  relative 
to  the  fpecific  fervices  to  which 
they  were  to  be  applied,  and  the 
nature  and  amount  of  the  re- 
fpedlive  demands.  The  mode  of 
conducing  the  war  was  a  general 
ground  of  objeftion  with  the  op- 
pofition, who  contended,  that  our 
force  by  fea  and  land  fhould  be 
directed  againji  the  foreign  fettle- 
jnents,  or  home  poffeffions  of  our 
natural  enemy,  inflead  of  being 
wafted  and  fpent  in  fruitlefs  and 
hopeiefs  exertions  on  the  continent 
pf  America. 

That  party  infifted  much  on 
what  they  confidered  as  the  ruinous 
■policy,  of  pcrfevering  in  the  vain 
attempt  of  fubjugating  America 
by  force,  fupported  as  it  now  was 
by  a  formidable  and  dangerous  &!♦ 


llance,    when    we    were    already 
taught   by  a  dear  bought  experi- 
ence, which   had  at  leall  afforded 
convidion  to  all  the  rell  of  man- 
kind, that  it  was  extremely  doubt- 
ful whether  we  were   capable   of 
executing  the  talk,   even    if  Ame- 
rica   flood    fingle-handed.        Our 
only    rational    mode   of   condudl, 
and   ground   of  hope,    now  was, 
they  faid,  toprefsour  natural  foe, 
with    fuch  vigour   and   force,    as 
would  compel  him  to  renounce  hi3 
American  fyllem  ;  and  then  to  re- 
new,    upon     fair    and    equitable 
term.s,  fuch  a  communion  of  in- 
terefts   with   that   people,    as  our 
paft  injuflice  and   madnefs  would 
mil    afford    room    for    obtaining. 
But   no   hope    of  this    fort    (they 
faid)    could    ever    be    entertained 
upon  any  rational  principle,  while 
we  exhauftedour  force,  and  fquan- 
dered    our    treafure    in    America, 
On  the  contrary,  vidory  and  de- 
feat, in  that  fatal  war,  produced 
fimilar  confequences  to  ourfelves, 
and  equally  furthered  the  views  of 
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the  common  enemy.  And  every 
year  of  its  contiuance,  went  to 
eftablifh  the  ruin  of  both  coun- 
tries ;  nt)r  Would  it  require  a  long 
fucceflion  of  fuch  years,  to  render 
our  own  deftrudlion  inevitable, 
whatever  might  become  of  Ame- 
rica. 

On  the  other  hand  the  minifters 
contended,  that  America  was  re- 
duced to  the  lowelt  Itate  of  weak- 
nefs ;  that  her  armies  were  anni- 
hilated; that  file  had  already  coi'- 
trafted  a  debt  of  fif'v  millions  in 
the  profecution  of  the  wsr  ;  that 
her  credit  was  fo  totally  funk,  that 
the  congrefs  bills  were  fcid  for  one 
fortieth  of  their  nominal  value  ; 
that  her  people  were  ftarving,  and 


the  beft  founded  reafons  for  ex- 
pefting,  that  the  colonies,  either 
feparately  or  conjun£tly,  would 
co-operate  in  m.eafures  for  re- 
moving their  public  and  private 
diftrefTes ;  for  getting  rid  of  their 
oppreffions,  and  diffolving  fuch  a 
fyilem  of  ufurpation  and  tyranny? 
The  probabilities  were  fo  flrong 
in  our  favour,  they  faid,  as  to 
amount  to  little  lefs  than  aftual 
proofs ;  and  to  flop  fhort,  and 
flacken  our  exertions,  at  the  very 
moment  that  fo  fair  a  profpedl  was 
opened,  wOuld  be  fuch  a  degree 
of  political  abfurdilyand  madnefs, 
as  no  people  had  e\'er  before  ex- 
hibited. 

As  to  withdrawing  the  troops,  or 


in  want  of  ail  the  neceffaries  of  changing  the  objeft  and'direftion 
life;  and  that  in  this  ftate  of 
diftrefs,  when  they  were  enduring 
all  the  moft  prefling  calamities  of 
war,  and  every  degree  of  domeftic 
jnifery,  they  were  alfo  fuffering 
the  moil  intolerable  political  op- 
preffions, from  the  tyranny  of  their 
ufurped  powers  of  government. 
That  a  very  great  majority  of  the 
people  abominated  the  French  al- 
liance, and  execrated  the  congrefs 
on  that  account;  that  the  latter 
had  exceeded  and  abufed  their 
powers  in  that  inftance  ;  and  that 
the  political  and  hoflile  connexion 
with  France  had  not  been  confti- 
turionally  ratified  ;  that  is,  it  had 
not  yet  received  that  fpecies  of  af- 
fent,  which  was  fundamentally, 
and  elTentially  neccl^ary,  to  con- 
flitute  a  real  and  binding  compaft 
pn  the  people  of  America. 

They  alked,  whether  fuch  a 
ftate  of  things,  when  oppofed  by 
the  blefiings  of  peace,  and  thefe 
accompanied  with  conftitutional 
freedom  and  fecnrity,  did   not  af- 


of  the  war,  it  v.ould  amount  to 
no  lefs,  they  faid,  than  a  dere- 
lidlion  of  America  for  ever.  Nor 
would  the  evil  be  confined  to  the 
lofs  or  independf'nce  of  the  re- 
volted colonies  merely.  Cana- 
da, Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
Rhode  Ifland,  New  York,  and 
the  Florida's,  muft  follow  of 
courfe.  Our  Weft  India  iflands 
could  not  ftay  long  behind,  nor 
could  they  afford  any  benefit  while 
they'remained  in  our  hands.  And 
yet,  dreadful  as  thefe  confequences 
feem,  even  in  idea,  the  abfolute 
lofs  to  ourfclves,  would  not  be  the 
worft  part  of  the  evil.  But  all 
thefe  vaft  acquifitions ;  thefe  une- 
qualled fources  of  naval  domi- 
nion, wealth  and  power,  would 
be  thrown  into  the  balance  againft 
us.  They  would  become  additions 
to  the  power  and  ftrength  of  our 
natural  nnd  mortal  enemy. 

The  oppofition  anfwered,  that 
it  was  to  prevent  thofe  fatal  con- 
fequences, and  to  avoid  that  dread- 


ford  th^  moll  probable  caufes,  and    ful  Hate  of  public  affairs,  now  too 
^->^'-'^  faith. 
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faithfully  defcrlbed,  that  they  had 
conflantly  oppofed  the  meafures 
which  led  to  the  lofs  of  America, 
and  endeavoured  at  all  times  to 
heal  the  difFerences  with  our  co- 
Jonies.  But  the  event,  which  they 
fo  much  dreaded,  and  endeavoured 
to  prevent,  had  already  taken 
place.  America  was  loft.  It  was 
to  little  purpofe  to  wsjle  time  in 
cavilling  about  ,  the  term  inde- 
pendence. She  was  independent 
jn  fail,  whether  we  allowed  it  or 
not  J  nor  was  it  in  our  power  to 
render  her  otherwife.  Were  we 
then  to  perfevere  to  (.he  laft  in  our 
folly,  and  adling  the  part  of  a  nxad 
and  defperate  gamefter,  to  throw 
away  the  remainder  of  our  fortune, 
in  a  fie  of  vexation  for  the  lofs  of 
that  which  we  had  already  fquan- 
dered  ? 

''They  faid,  that  the  fame  dc- 
fiifive  piflure  of  American  affairs 
which  was  now  prefented,  had, 
with  fome  occaiional  alterations  in 
the  colouring,  been  exhibitei  at 
the  op&ning  of  every  felTion  fmce 
the  beginning  of  the  troubles. 
The  objed;  v/as,  however,  at  all 
times  the  ia;ne.  It  being  merely 
intended  to  lead  the  nation,  from 
year  to  year,  ftill  farther  on  in 
error  and  ruin.  The  Americans 
had  been  alternately  reprefented 
as  cowards,  as  beggars,  as  an  un- 
difciplined  mob,  as  being  not  only 
without  arms,  and  all  military 
provifion,  but  being  deftitute  even 
of  the  common  means  of  exiftence, 
and  in  thac  laTr  ftate  of  w  retched - 
nefs,  exceedingly  well  difpoftd  to 
cut  each  others  throats.  And  as 
if  there  were  no  bounds  fuppofed 
to  our  credulity,  nor  limits  in- 
tended to  our  wonder,  they  are 
reprefented  as  being  in  general 
loyal  fubjefts,  and  firmly  attached 


to  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try ;  and  we  are  informed,  that 
the  many  are  not  only  moll  unac- 
countably kept  in  bondage  by  the 
few,  but  that  they  are  compelled 
to  take  arms  in  their  hands,  and 
totally  contrary  to  their  inclina- 
tion and  will,  to  fight  the  battles 
of  a  vagrant  congrefs,  and  of  a 
handful  of  faflious  leaders,  whom, 
they  equally  hate  and  defpife,  a- 
gainll  us,  whom  they  regard  and 
confider  as  their  beft  friends. 

To  thefe  reprefentations,  they 
oppofed  a  view  of  the  prodigious 
force  by  fea  and  land,  fupported 
at  an  expence  of  treafure  un- 
known in  any  former  warfare, 
which  hr.d  been  fo  long  and  fo 
ineffeftually  employed  for  the  re- 
duction of  fuch  a  country,  de- 
fended by  fuch  wretched  foldiers, 
and  atling  under  fuch  a  fepble  and 
odious  government.  A  force  and 
a  treafure,  they  faid,  v/hich,  un- 
der a  wife  and  able  direilion, 
might  have  afpired,  and  not  un- 
fuccefsfully,  to  the  fubverJion  of 
fome  one,  among  many,  of  the 
oldefl  and  beft  eftabliflied  ftates  in 
the  univerfe.  And  yet,  thofe  fol- 
diers, and  that  government,  have 
fuccefsfully  refilled  this  mighty 
force  by  fea  and  land;  and  have, 
for  a  fucceffion  of  years,  and. 
through  a  variety  of  hard  and 
bloody  conflifts,  bafRed  the  ut- 
moft  efforts,  of  one  of  the  beft 
provided,  beft  difciplined,  and 
bravelr  armies  that  ever  exifted. 

The  motion  for  an  augmenta- 
tion of  14,000  men  , to  the  land 
fervice,  which  was  made  by  the 
fecretary  at  war  on  the  14th  of 
December,  although  it  was  agreed 
to,  yet  brought  out  much  of  this 
fort  of  difcuflion.  It  alfo  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  a  revival   of 

fhpfe 
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thofe  complaints,  which  had  been 
before  introduced  upon  other  cc- 
cafions,  of  the  undue  and  glaring 
partiality,  which,  it  v/as  faid,  had 
been  difplayed,  in  the  raifing  of 
new  regiments.  The  whole  tide 
of  favour  and  preferment,  the  op- 
pofition  contended,  had  been  di- 
reded  to  a  certain  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  and  to  a  certain 
defcriptiou  of  men,  without  re- 
gard to  military  rank  or  fervice, 
and  to  the  prejudice  of  many  of 
the  braved  and  moft  diftinguiihed 
Englifh  officers.  While,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  faid,  that  fome 
of  our  nobility  ;  men  of  the  firll 
rank,  fortune,  family,  and  dif- 
tindion  ;  men  alfo  high  in  mi- 
litary fervice  and  knowledge;  who 
had  offered  to  raife  regiments  at 
their  own  expence,  for  that  pub- 
lic defence  in  which  they  were  fo 
deeply  interefted,  were  not  only 
rejected;  but,  in  order  to  put  a 
flop  to  all  fuch  offers  or  applica- 
tions, care  was  ftudioufly  taken, 
that  the  mode  of  rejection  Ihould 
amount  to  dired  infult. 

During  the  recefs  of  parlia- 
ment, and  for  fo  long  after  as  the 
occafion  continued,  the  attention 
of  the  nation  was  drawn,  and  the 
minds  of  the  people  agitated,  in 
a  degree  which  v/e  have  not  be- 
fore known,  by  the  trial  of  Ad- 
miral Keppel  ;  which  commenced 
£t  Portfmouth  on  the  yth  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1779,  and  was  not  clofed 
until  the  iith  of  the  following 
February.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
peculiar  circumftances  relative  to 
that  affair,  rhe  condud  of  tlie  ad- 
miralty, and  the  new  dodrine  (as 
it  was  charged  to  he)  which  they 
endeavoured  to  euabiifh,  that  they 
held  no  difcretionary  powers  of 
^ding  in    f-jch    cafes,   lerved  ail 


together,  to  open  that  general 
ground  of  .difcontent  in  the  navy, 
which  we  have  fince  feen  unhap- 
pily fpread  to  fo  fatal  an  e;itent, 
as  to  feciude  feveral  of  our  hrll 
and  greateft  omccrs  from  the  fer- 
vice of  their  country,  at  the  time 
of  her  greateft  diltreis  and  moft  im- 
minent peril. 

This  naval  difapprobation  be- 
gan early  to  appear,  in  a  memo- 
rial to  the  King,  figned  by  twelve 
admirals,  including  the  oldeft  or 
moft  diftinguiftied  officers  then  at 
home,,  with  the  revered  name  of 
Lord  Haw'ke  at  the  head  of  the 
lift,  ftrongly  condemning  the  con- 
dud of  the  accui'cr  through  every 
part  of  the  tranfadion,  and  being 
little  lefs  ex:plicit  with  refped  to 
that  of  the  admiralty,  fo  far  at 
leaft,  as  they  thought  it  fitting  to 
pronounce  a  dired  opinion  on  a 
meie  queftion  of  law  ;  and  alio 
ftating  to  his  Majefty,  in  ftrong  co- 
lours, the  prejudice  and  ruinous 
confequences,  which  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  precedent  and  prin- 
ciple now  introduced  would  ine- 
vitably bring  upon  all  nav^l  fer- 
vice and  difcipline. 

On  tlia  niere  point  of  difcre- 
tion,  thefe  naval  commanders  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  in  the  following 
terms :  We,  who  are  not  of  the 
profeffion  of  the  law,  cannot  po- 
iltively  affert,  whether  the  board 
of  admiralty  hath  by  law  any 
fuch  difcrecion  ;  "  but  if  we  had 
*'  conceived  that  this  board  had 
"  no  legal  ufe  of  their  reafon  in 
"  a  point  of  fuch  delicacy  and 
"  importance,  we  fliould  have 
"  known  on  what  terms  we 
**  ferved.  But  we  never  did  ima- 
"  gine  it  poffible,  that  we  were 
"  to  receive  orders  from,  and  be 
"  accountable  to  ^hufe  who,  by 
'♦law. 
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"  law,  were  reduced  to  become 
*'  pal]i\'e  inftrumcncs  to  the  pol- 
*'  fible  malice,  ignorance,  or  trea- 
"  fon,  of  any  indh'idual,  who 
"  might  think  fit  to  difarm  his 
"  Majelly's  navy  of  its  bel^  and 
"  highell  officers.  We  conceive 
*'  it  difrefpeftfu!  to  the  laws  of 
*'  our  country  to  fuppofe  them  ca- 
"  pable  of  fuch  manifeil  injuftice 
*'  and  abfu^-dity."  —  The  piece 
concludes  in  the  following  inan- 
Tier  :  "  We  therefore  humbly  re- 
*'  prefent,  in  behalf  of  public  or- 
"  der,  as  well  as  of  the  difcipline 
*'  of  the  navy,  to  your  Mnjefty, 
"  the  dnngers  of  long  concealed, 
*'  and  afterwards  precipitately  a- 
•'  dopted  charges,  and  of  all  re- 
**  criminatory  accufutions  of  fub- 
*'  ordinate  officers  againfl;  their 
*'  commanders  in  chief ;  and  par- 
*'  ticularly  the  mifchief  and  fcan- 
*'  dal  of  permitting  men,  who  are 
*'  at  once  in  high  civil  office,  and 
**  in  fubordinate  military  com- 
*'  mand,  previous  to  their  making 
**  fuch  accufations,  to  attempt  to 
"  corrupt  the  public  judgment, 
*•  by  the  publication  of  libels  on 
"  their  officers  in  a  common  newf- 
"  paper,  thereby  exciting  mutiny 
"  in' your  M;^je(ly's  navy,  as  well 
**  as  prejudicing  the  minds  of 
"  thofe  who  are  to  try  the  merits 
"  of  the  accufation  againft  the  faid 
"  fuperior  officer." 

This  memorial  was  prefented  in 

the  ciofet   to  his  Majedy,  on  the 

r^aft  day  but  one  of  the  old  year,  by 

lithe  Duke  of  Bolton,  who  had  de- 

rThianded  an  audience  for  the  par- 

®^pofe,  and  was  himfelf  one  of  the 

9iubfcribers.     It  feemed  ftrongly  to 

"in ark   the    general    diffatisfadlion 

of  the   navy,  that,     at    leafl,  two 

thirds  of  the  admirals  who  figned 

this  piece,  were  known  no't  to  be 


in  any  habits  of  connexion,  or 
cr,mmunicn  of  interefts,  with  the 
parties  in  oppofition  ;  and  that  on 
the  contrary,  feveral  of  them  had 
at  all  times  been  confidered,  from 
their  fentiments,  condndl,  connec- 
tions, or  particular  obligations,  to 
be  warmly  attached  to  the  pr^feat 
adminiftration. 

The  trial  at  Portfmcuth,  feemed 
not  much  lefs  to  affedl  the  proceed- 
ings of  Parliament,  than  it  did  the 
minds  of  the  people  at  large.  No- 
thing material  was  done,  or  even 
brought  for<ward  in  either  Houfe 
during  its  continuance.  The  Com- 
mons met  on  the  14th  of  January, 
and  excepting  the  preparation  of 
a  new  recruiting  bill,  (brought  in 
by  the  fecretary  at  war)  which 
went  to  the  repeal,  and  was  per- 
haps in  fome  refpefts  an  improve- 
ment on  the  former,  did  little 
more  than  meet  from  day  to 
day  to  adjourn.  The  Lords  met 
en  the  20th  of  January,  but  no 
public  bufinefs  was  brought  for- 
ward until  the  middle,  of  the  en- 
fuing  month.  Indeed  foroe  of  the 
moft  diftinguithed  names,  and  moll 
a£live  chara(5lers  in  both  Houfes,. 
attended  the  trial,  during  the 
whole,  or  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  that  it  lafted. 

The  event,  as  well  as  thecircum- 
ftances  of  the  trial,  are  too  well  and 
too  generally  known,  to  render 
our  entering  into  any  detail  of  the 
fubjeft  necelTary.  It  will  fuffice  to 
obferve,  that  the  court-martial, 
after  a  long  fitting  of  thirty  days 
upon  actual  bufinefs,  and  a  pati- 
ent hearing  and  inveftigation  of 
the  almoft  endlefs  detail  of  evi- 
dence which  it  naturally  afforded 
on  both  fides,  at  length  acquitted 
the  Admiral  of  every  charge  laid 
againf:  him,   in   the  felleft,  clea- 

reit. 
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reft,  and  to  him  moft  honourable 
terms  ;  farther  declaring,  that  he 
had  behaved  as  became  a  judicious, 
brave,  and  experienced  officer. 
And  that  at  the  fame  time,  confi- 
dering  thcmfelves  as  a  court  of  mi- 
litary honour,  as  well  as  of  crimi- 
nal jurifdidlion,  they  marked  the 
condudl  of  his  accufer,  in  the  bo- 
dy of  the  fentence,  with  the  llrong 
and  fevere  condemnation,  "  thac 
**  die  charge  was  malicious  and  ill 
"  founded."  It  was  fuppofedto  be 
upon  the  fame  principle,  that  the 
court  did  not  clofe  the  trial,  and 
immediately  proceed  to  fentence, 
as  foon  as  the  profecutor's  evidence 
was  fjnilhed ;  it  appearing  then 
evidently,  that  the  Admiral  mufl: 
have  been  fully  acquitted,  upon 
the  very  teflimony  which  was  in- 
tended to  operate  againft  him. 
But  it  was  generally  thought,  that 
the  court  deemed  it  a  reparation 
due  to  the  Admiral,  to  hear  the 
evidence  in  his  favour  ;  and  that 
the  woi'Id  fliould  be  acquainted 
with  that  unparalleled  weight  of 
teftimony  to  his  condu£t,  honour^ 
and  charader,  which  was  after- 
wards given  by  fo  great  a  number 
of  diftiiiguiflied,  brave,  and  expe- 
rienced officers.  The  aadrefs  of 
the  prefident  of  the  court-martial, 
upon  relloring  his  fword  to  the 
Admiral,  was  no  lefs  flattering  to 
the  latter,  than  the  fentence  v»'as 
honourable. 

t-  ,  ,         On  the  day  after  thefe 

reb.   12th.  ^       r  n-  .   -D    ^r 

tranlactions   at   rortl- 

779'      mouth,    the   fentence, 

and  the  Ihort  fpeech  made  by  the 

prefident, being  read  in  theHoufeof 

Commons,  a  motion  was  made,  and 

carried,  with  only  one  diffenting 

voice,  "  That  the  thanks  of  this 

*'  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Honour- 

**  able  Admiral  Augullus  ICeppel, 


*'  for  his  diftinguifhed  courage* 
*'  conduft,  and  ability,  in  defend- 
"  ing  this  kingdom  in  the  courfe 
"  of  the  laft  fummer,  efte£lually 
"  proteding  its  trade,  and  rnore 
"  particularly,  for  his  having  glo- 
"  rioufly  upheld^the  honour  of  the 
"  Britiih  flag  on  the  27th  and 
"  28th  of  July  la!l."  The  thanks 
of  the  Lords,  in  nearly  the  fame 
terms,  were  agreed  to  in  four  days 
after,  with  every  external  appea- 
rance of  the  moft  perfedt  unani- 
mity. 

The  general,  public,  and  unu- 
fual  rejoicings,  which  took  place 
in  fuch  various  and  remote  parts  of 
the  kingdom  upon  this  occafion^ 
feemed  to  afford  a  ftrong  prefump- 
tion,  that  the  people  in  general 
confidered  this  bufmefs,  to  be  at 
leaftas  much  a  public  as  a  private 
concern  ;  and  indeed  the  whole 
manner  of  celebrating  this  events 
feemed  rather  as  if  it  had  been  a 
great  national  deliverance,  than 
that  merely  of  an  individual.  The 
rejoicings  and  illuminations  in  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weilminftcr, 
were  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  as  has 
fcarcely  been  exceeded  upon  any 
public  occafion  whatever.  The 
excelles  committed  by  the  popu- 
lace in  the  latter,  \^hich  were  di- 
reded  againft  the  houfes  or  perfons 
of  thofe,  whofe  fuppofed  fliare  in 
this  tranfaftion  had  drawn  on  them 
the  odium  of  the  multitude,  are 
frelh  in  every  body's  memory. 
They  were  indeed  furious,  and 
had  a  tendency  to  fliock  and  dif- 
gull:  many  of  thofe  who  partook 
the  moil  heartily  in  the  general 
joy.  Even  the  iron  gates  and  pal- 
lii'ades  of  the  Admiralty,  were  not 
fufficient  to  prcferve  that  building, 
from  receiving  (trong  marks  of  the 
popular    indignation  j    nor   were 

fome 
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-  fome  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate  fcandalous  or  difgraceful  to  govern- 
free  from  fufficient  caufe  of  alarm,  ment,  namely,  that  the  attack 
until  the  troops  were  brought  for-  upon  the  admiral's  life  and  honour, 
ward  to  their  proteftion.  was  rather  the  effeft  of  a  combina- 

The  prevalent  fpirit  was  now  {o  tion,  and  of  a  concerted  fcheme, 
ftrong,  as  to  feem  to  operate  more  framed  under  and  fupported  by 
or  lefs  every  where.  Nobody  was  the  fandion  of  authority,  than  the 
fo  hardy  as  to  attempt  to  juftify  cafual  reCult  of  private  pique,  en- 
the  late  profecution  upon  its  own  vy,  or  malice, 
proper  ground.  For  a  confide-  On  the  other  hand,  the  unfor- 
rable  time,  the  Adnwralty  was  only  tunate  officer,  who  was  now  be- 
defended  upon  the  plea  of  official  come  the  obje6l  of  general  odium, 
neceffity  ;  and  the  condudl  of  the  vvas  compelled,  befides  the  lofs  of 
profccutor  feemed  wholly  abandon-  public  favour  and  opinion,  to  fub- 
ed  by  all  his  friends.  mit  to  that  of  honours,  of  autho- 

Admiral    Keppel    had    received     rity,    and    of    fubftantial    emolu- 
an  early  letter  from  the  admiralty,     ments.     On  the  Very  day  that  the 
acquainting  him,  that  the  fufpen-     fentence  of  the  court  martial  was 
fion  was  taken  off  in  confequence     difclofed    in    the   Houfe  of  Com- 
of   his    acquittal,     and    requiring     mons,  a  noble  Lord,  one  of  his  late 
him  accordingly  to  refume  his  com-     brethren  in  office,  after  expreffing 
mand  ;  although  he  complied  with     fome  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
this  requiiition,  yet  from  the  cold     the  notice,  he,  however,  faid,  that 
official  terms   in  which  the  letter     in  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
was  couched,  as  well  as  a  maimed    people,    he   would   inform    them, 
quotation  it  included  from  the  f^n-     that  Sir  Hugh   Pallifer,    had    no 
tence,  in  which  the  claufe  moll  to     longer   a   feat    at    the    Admiralty 
his  own   honour,  and    that   which     Board  ;  his  refignation  having  been 
leaned   moll   upon    his   adverfary,     accepted   that  morning.      In   this 
were  both  equally  omitted,  it  feem-     manner  things  continued  for  about 
ed    upon   the   whole  to    indicate,     a  week  longer;  the  oppofitionwait- 
and    was    underilood   accordingly,     ing,  as  they  fjid,  to  afford  an  op- 
that  that  board   was  no  fharer   in     portunity  to  the  crown,  to  exprefs 
the  general  fatisfaftion  which  at-     its  utmolt  reprobation  of  the  late 
tended  the  event  of  his  trial.    Nor     condud:,    and  therein  vindicate  its 
was  his  reception  at  court,  faid  to     own  honour,   by  totally  difmiffing 
be  much   more  pleafing.      Thefe     the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  from 
circumltances   being   followed   up     its  fervice.     At  length,  when  one 
by  others  of  the  fame  nature,    the     of  the  moil  aftive  leaders  of  the 
line  of  conduct  was   underftood  to     opposition,     was   on  the  point  of 
be  fo  marked  and  apparent,  that  it     moving  an    addrefs  for  that  pur- 
afforded  a  fubjeft  of  open  difcuf-     pole,  information  was  given,  that 
fion    at    different    times     in    both     Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  refigned  his 
Hoafes  ;  the    oppofition   contend-     lieutenant-gcierallhip  of  the  Ma- 
ing,    that    it    tended   ftrongly  to     rines,  and  Jiis  government  of  Scar- 
fpread  and  confirm  an  opinion,  al-     borough  Cal^:le  ;    that  he  had  alfo 
ready  too  generally  received,  than     vacated    hi^    feat    in    parliament; 
which,    nothing   gould    be   more    and  only  retained  his  vice-admiral- 

Ihip, 
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fliip,  as  a  qualification  for  his  trial 
by  a  court- martial,  which  the  ad- 
miralty had  ordered  to  be  held 
upon  him. 

The  ftrong  interefts,  which  were 
thus  agitated,  and  the  fpiric  of  en- 
quiry raifed  by  the  paft  and  the  de- 
pending courts-martial,  were  not 
eafily  laid  or  qualiHed,  and  natu- 
rally direfted  the  attention  of  par- 
liament to  the  affairs  of  the  naVy. 
This  fubjedt  was  almoft  the  only 
one  in  which  parties  feemed  to  en- 
gage. The  members  of  oppofi- 
lion,  direifled  their  attacks  almoil 
entirely  againft  the  firll  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  whom  tliey  confidercd, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
as  the  moft  efficient,  and  confc- 
quently  as  the  moil  immediately 
refponfible,  of  any  of  the  King's 
fervants. 

No  lefs  than  three  motions  of 
cenfure,  relative  to  the  ftate  and 
difpofition  of  the  navy,  and  one 
for  the  removal  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  his  Majelly's  fcr- 
vice,  were  made  during  the  pre- 
fent fefTion  in  the  Houl'e  of  Com- 
mons. In  confequence  of  an  ad- 
drefs  for  the  purpofe,  feveral  ex- 
trafts  of  letters  relative  to  the 
equipment  of  the  Breft   fleet,  ha- 

i,,      ,       J     vin?  been   laid  before 

March  ^d.   ,.1    f  tt     ,-      ^/r     c-  „ 

•^       that  Houle,   Mr,  box 

moved  the  following  refolution. — 

"  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe, 

that  the  fending  Admiral  Keppel, 

in   the    month  of  June  lad,   to   a 

Itation  off  the  coal!  of  France,  with 

afquadron  of  twenty  fliips  of  the 

line,  and  four  frigates,  at  a  time 

when   a    French   fleet,    co'afifting, 

as  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe, 

ofthirtv-two  fhips  of  the  line,  and 

certainly  of  tvventy-feven,  with  a 

great  number   of  frigates,  was  at 

Breft,  and  ready  to  pat  to  fea,  was 


a  meafure  greatly  hazardous  to  tfe* 
fafety  of  the  kingdom,  withtiic 
any  profpedt  of  an  adequate  ad- 
vantage." 

Mr.  Fox  introduced  his  motion 
by  a  very  able  and  animated 
fpeech  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  he 
acknowledged,  that  if  the  prefenc 
was  carried,  he  would  follow  it 
with  another  for  the  removal  of  the 
firil  lord  of  the  admiralty  :  and  it 
would  then  reil  with  that  Houfe^ 
whether  che  faclis  Itated  in  his  mo- 
tion, would  not  furniih  matter  fuf- 
ficient  to  found  upon  it  a  parliai- 
mentary  enquiry.  He  began  with 
fome  obfervations,  on  the  advan- 
tages refukjng  from  thofe  fort  of 
enquiries  which  he  propofed  ;  and  • 
which  are  peculiar  to  free  govern- 
ments. He  faid,  that  fubiequenC 
inquifitorial  controuls,  were  a  fub- 
ftitute  for  that  fecrecy  and  difi 
patch  in  which  arbitrary  ttates  are 
thought  to  excel,  and  that  it  more, 
than  compenfated  for  the  want  of 
them  ;  as  was  fully  proved,  by  the 
irrefiltible  exertions,  and  the  al-, 
moll  inexhauftible  refouices,  of 
free  ftates.  That,  vigour  of  exer* 
tion,  and  attention  to  duty,  are' 
always  found  where  the  final  ac- 
count is  inevitable  ;  and  where  no' 
favour,  no  court  cabal,  can  fecure 
negletl  and  incapacity  from  detec- 
tion and  punifhment. 

The  propriety  of  entering  into 
the  refolution  propofed,  was  fup* 
ported  by  the  following  very  em-^ 
barrafiing  diien)ma.  When  Mr.' 
Keppel  iailed  from  Plymouth  on 
thf  9th  of  June,  with  20  fhips,  un^ 
der  orders  to  cruize  oifF  Ufhant  fait 
a  certain  number  of  days ;  the  ad-* 
miralty  board  muft  have  known, 
that  there  were  then  thirty  fnil  of 
the  line  ready  to  proceed  to  fea  fa' 
Breil  water,  or  elfe  chat  board  waa 
ighorarit 
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•  Ignorant  of  the  faft.  If  the  for- 
Iner,  it  was  faid  to  be  an  _adl  of  the 
JbJgheft  criminality,  to  rifque  the 
face  of  this  country  in  fo  great  a 
difparity  of  force.  Had  an  en- 
gagGiTient  happened,  which  muft 
have  been  inevitably  the  cafe,  had 
not  thn  moll  confunimacc  wifdom 
and  iovc  for  his  country,  induced 
Admiral  Keppel,  in  a  caie  of  fach 
infinite  importance,  to  disregard  the 
order"?  of  the  niiniliers,  the  confe- 
quences  might  have  been  fatal  to 
the  naval  power  of  this  country. 
Our  tiade  might  have  been  ruined, 
our  coiils  inlulted,  and  in  the  de- 
ftruiftion  of  Por:rmouth  and  Ply- 
mouth, the  feeds  of  all  future  na- 
vic';,  for  ever  exterminated. 

On  the  other  hand,  prefuming 
that  the  firil  lord  of  the  admiralty 
was  ignorant  of  the  real  naval 
force  of  France,  would  not  the 
confequences  to  the  nation  be  the 
fame  ?  And  therefore,  it  was  ail<.- 
ed,  was  not  his  conduft  equally 
criminal  ?  For-  negligence  in  men, 
entrufted  with  the  iafety  of  na- 
tions, was  very  different  from  the 
negligences  of  ordinary  perfons. 
In  fuch  men,  negligence  was  cri- 
minality. And,  that  men  high  in 
office,  and  in  refponfible  fituations, 
did  in  efFeft  acknowledge  guilt, 
when  they  pleaded  ignorance  in 
juftification  of  mifcoridud  aiid 
negled, 

.  On  the  other  fide  it  was  an- 
fwered,  that  before  ignorance  was 
fuffered  to  imply  criminality,  it 
was  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  the 
fact  in  queftion  fhould  be  efta- 
blifhed  ;  that  it  fliould  be  afcer- 
tained  beyond  apoffibiiity  cfdoubt. 
That  the  faft  which  was  produced, 
as  the  foundation  of  the  refolution 
now  propofcd,  viz,  "■  That  there 
*•  were  27  (hips  of  the  line  in  Brell 

Vol.  XXIf, 


rti3 

•'  water,"  was  fo  far  from  being 
proved,  that  it  was  not  even 
grounded  en  probability.  If  the 
papers  found  on  board  the  Pallas 
and  Licorne,  were  adduced  as 
proofs  of  the  fa*^,  nothing  could 
be  more  vague,  indefinite^  and  in- 
ccnclufive.  For  firft,  fuppofisig 
the  import  of  thofe  pripers  to  have 
been  ever  fo  precife,  it  was  to  be 
rempinbered,  that  they  were  en- 
tirely vv'thout  date ;  and  in  the 
next  place,  that  they  contained 
nothing  nioi\*.  than  an  order  to 
provide  anchorage  for  fuch  a  cer- 
tain rate  and  number  of  fhips.  Ic 
therefore  contained  evidenccj  not 
that  the  fnips  were  ready  for  fea, 
but  that  anchorage  was  ordered  for 
them  when  they  fhould  be  re?dy. 
If  the  written  evidence,  they  faid, 
was  defedlive,  the  parole  evidence, 
given  by  Admiral  Keppel  (who 
had  been  examined  in  his  place^ 
relative  to  the  verbal  informarion 
he  received  by  the  capture  of  the 
two  French  frigates)  muft  be  no 
lefs  defcdive,  for  it  was  founded 
entirely  upon  the  written. 

But  the  evidence,  they  faid,  was 
not  more  defedive  in  fupport  of 
the  prefumption  on  which  the  re- 
folution was  founded,  than  the  cir- 
cumltances  wereftrong,  which  went 
diredly  to  its  overthrow.  For  it 
appeared,  that  a  number  of  French 
merchantmen  had  been  fuiFered  to 
pafs  through  the  Bricifh  fleet,  fo 
late  as  the  23d  or  24th  of  June,, 
The  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  the 
Britifli  fleet  muft  have  been  kirown 
to  them.  And  if  the  Breft  fleet 
had  fuch  a  fuperiority  as  was  af- 
ferted,  what  reafon  could  be  given, 
why  they  did  not  inftantly  proceed 
to  fea,  in  order  to  meet,  and  to 
cruih  fo  inferior  an  enemy  ?  But 
although  M.  D'Orviiliers  was  ia 
poiTeiTioa 
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pofTeffion  of  chat  information  from 
the  23d  of  June,  he  did  not  leave 
Breft  harbour  until  the  8th  of  July  ; 
a  full  proof  that,  contrary  to  the 
words  of  the  refolution,  there  was 
no  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  there 
were  32,  or  even  27  fhips  of  the 
line  in  Breil  water  ready  to  put  to 
fea. 

It  was  afTerted  on  the  fame  fide, 
that  when  Lord  Hawke  was  fent  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  French, 
upon  the  rumour  of  an  invafion  in 
the  year  1758,  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, upon  hearing  the  enemy 
had  a  fuperior  force  out,  fent  him 
orders  to  return  ;  although  he  did 
not  receive  the  orders  until  the  fer- 
vice  was  ended,  that  gallant  and 
able  officer  anfwered  the  board  in 
his  letter,  that  he  fhould  never  re- 
linquifh  his  duty,  or  return  into 
port,  from  any  trifling  fuperiority 
of  the  enemy.  They  farther  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  the  evil,  which  was 
fuppofed  or  apprehended,  had  really 
happened,  and  that  Admiral  Kep- 
pel  had  been  defeated,  was  it  pro- 
bable, or  could  it  even  be  fup- 
pofed, that  a  confiidl  with  a  Britifh 
fleet  of  20  fhips  of  the  line,  fhould 
have  left  the  enemy  in  a  condition 
to  purfue  their  vidlory  to  the  de- 
ftruflion  of  all  our  naval  maga- 
zines ?  Tie  only  viftory,  they 
faid,  which  France  ever  obtained 
over  England  at  fea,  was  that  over 
Lord  Torrington  in  the  reign  of 
King  William.  The:!,  inftead  of 
purfuing  the  advantage  they  had 
gained,  inftead  of  burning  Portf- 
mouth  or  Plymouth,  inftead  "  of 
**  exterminating  the  {t^ils  of  all 
**  future  navies,"  the  French  fleet, 
contented  with  its  honours,  retired 
into  the  ports  of  France  to  repair 
the  damages  which  it  had  unavoid- 
ably fuftained.     And  fuch,  they 
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faid,  muft  have  been  the  confe-* 
quences  of  a  vidory,  if  they  had 
obtained  one,  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  replied, 
thatM.D'Orvilliers  continuing  in 
port  after  the  arrival  of  the  mer- 
chantmen who  had  palled  through 
the  Britilh  fleet,  v/as  by  no  means 
a  proof,  nor  did  it  even  amount  to 
a  prefumptive  evidence  of  any 
weight,  that  he  was  not  then,  with 
the  force  which  had  been  ftated, 
in  aftual  condition  for  proceeding 
to  fea.  For  it  would  have  been  a 
meafure  extremely  hazardous  far 
that  commander,  and  which,  with- 
out exprefs  orders  from  his  court 
he  could  not  have  ventured,  to 
have  trulled  himfelf  to  fea  with  27 
fail  of  the  line,  before  he  had  re- 
ceived the  moft  undoubted  inform- 
ation of  Admiral  Byron's  departure 
from  the  channel.  For,  until  he 
was  perfectly  fatisfied  that  the  Bri- 
tifh fleet  was  divided,  he  could 
have  had  no  alTurance,  that  inftead 
of  twenty,  hefliould  not  have  en- 
countered Admiral  Keppel,  with  a 
fleet  of  3  5  fhips  of  the  line  ;  which 
was  the  force  he  had  caufe  to  appre- 
hend, including  Byron's  fquadron, 
and  three  fliips,  which  were  ready 
for  fea,  and  which  he  had  therefore 
a  right  to  confider  as  part  of  the, 
flee:.  For  the  French  merchant- 
men could  report  no  farther  than 
they  faw.  They  faw  three  flags, 
and  they  might  perhaps  count  20 
fail  of  the  line  ;  but  they  could 
not  poflibly  anfwer  that  there  were 
no  more  in  company. 

That  this  was  the  fcale  by  which 
the  French  regulated  their  conduct, 
was  evident  from  what  followed. 
For  as  foon  as  Admiral  Byron's 
^defti nation  was  known  in  Paris, 
orders  were  fent  to  Biell  for  the 

fleet,    j 
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Heet  to  proceed  to  Tea  ;  and  M. 
D'Orvilliers  inftantly  weighed  an- 
chor ;  which  affords  a  ftrong  evi- 
dence, that  nothing  had  retained 
him  in  Breft,  but  the  difficulty 
which  the  French  court,  as  well  as 
their  commander,  found  in  be- 
lieving it  pofTible,  that  any  fet  of 
men,  Ihould  fo  far  abufe  the  con- 
fidence of  the  nation  which  they 
ferved,  as,  to  commit  in  a  defpe- 
rate  conceft  that  naval  power, 
which  it  had  coil  their  country  fo 
much  blood,  fo  much  treafure,  and 
fo  much  labour  to  acquire. 

They  alfo  faid,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  egregioufly  mif- 
ftated  or  mifreprefented,  than  the 
evidence  acquired  by  the  capture 
of  the  French  frigates,  had  been 
by  the  minifters.  It  was  not  true, 
that  Admiral  Keppel  had  regulated 
his  conduft  by  vague  written  or 
unwritten  evidence  ;  nor  that  the 
latter  was  founded  upon  the  for- 
mer. That  gentleman  had  tefti- 
fied  in  his  place,  that  the  evidence 
which  he  had  obtained  from  feve- 
ral  of  the  French  feamen,  who 
were  newly  come  out  of  Breft,  and 
whom  he  had  feparately  examined, 
all  went  in"  the  moft  diredl  and 
ftrongcft  manner,  to  corroborate 
that  of  the  written  paper  ;  and  that 
they  all  agreed  in  the  great  cir- 
cumiTiances,  as  to  the  number,  force, 
and  fituation  of  the  French  fleet, 
with  fuch  a  degree  of  exadlnefs, 
as  would  have  afforded  weight  to 
the  moft  doubtful  teftimony.  It 
would  have  been  curious,  they 
faid,  if  it  had  not  of  late  become 
fo  common  as  to  lofe  the  effedt,  to 
hear  thofe  men,  who  have  the  au- 
dacity to  refufc  all  means  of  in- 
formation to  parliament,  repeatedly 
'Call  upon  the  oppofuion  for  thofe 
•3«(ired  and   pofi:ive  proofs  in   fup- 


port  of  their  charges,  which  they 
themfelves  openly  and  avowedly 
keep  backi  It  was  only  the  othef 
day  that  the  oppofition  had  moved 
for  all  thofe  docurhents,  v/hich. 
would  haveeftablifhedtheircharges, 
with  even  the  ftrono-eft  degree  of 
legal  evidence  ;  and  thofe  very  mi- 
nifters,  who  now  have  the  effron- 
tery to  call  for  proofs,  were  them- 
felves the  perfons,  who  under  the 
moft  frivolous  and  fhameful  pre- 
tences, had  procured,  in  that 
Houfe,  a  negative  to  their  mo- 
tion.  It  was,  however,  fortunate, 
they  faid,  that  thofe  papers  on  the 
table,  which  minifters  could  find 
no  pretence  or  colour  for  keeping 
back,  would,  along  with  the  tef- 
timony  given  by  the  honourable 
admiral,  afford  fufficient  evidence 
for  the  Houfe  to  proceed  on,  and 
fufficient  ground  for  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  motion. 

The  queftion  being  put  after 
one  o'clock,  the  motion  was  re- 
jedted,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma- 
jority only  of  34,  the  numbers  be- 
ing 204  to  170. 

This  was  an  unufual  divifion  on- 
the  fide  of  the  minority.  And  the 
miniiler  fliewed  a  degree  of  paffjoii 
and  vehemence  in  different  parts 
of  this  debate,  which  was  not  at 
all  cuilomary  with  him.  It  has  been 
obferved  by  feme,  who  from  long 
experience  think  they  may  for^ 
an  opinion  on  the  appearances  of 
things  in  that  Houfe,  that  tha 
queftion  would  probably  have  been 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  if  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  admini- 
ftration,  having  equally  perceived 
the  fime  indications,  had  noc  im- 
mediately applied  himfelf  to  pre- 
vent their  effeft.  Fo"  that  mini- 
fter,.  obferving  ftrong  marks  of  de-- 
fettion,    particularly    among    that 
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part  of  the  country  gentlemen  who 
i'j;porc  admin;ilra:ion,  recalled 
bo'.h  them  and  his  other  wavering 
friends  to  the  ftandard,  by  openly 
declaiing,  that  the  motion  of  cen- 
furc  jigainft  the  liift  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, went  direftiy  to  bimfelf, 
and  to  all  the  other  minifters ;  that 
there  could  be  no  difcrimination  ; 
a_s  they  were  all  equally  concerned 
in  the  condr.£t  of  public  affairs, 
they  were  all  equally  liable  to  an- 
fwer  for  th?  coufequences  ;  there 
could  be  no  feparate  praife  or  cen- 
fure  ;  whatever  reached  one,  ntiull 
reach  the  whole. 

Notwithftanding  this  defeat,Mr. 
Fox  did  not  abandon,  he  only 
fl-.ifcfd  his  ground  ;  and  keepirg 
his  objed   liill    ileadily    in    view, 

,^  1  o  u  brought  the  bufinefs 
March  8ih.     r       ^  j         j 

forward  under  ano- 
ther form  a  few  days  after.  As  he 
had  given  early  notice  of  his  in- 
tention, adminiftration  rallied  all 
their  forces,  and  the  Houfe  was 
even  more  full  than  it  had  been  on 
the  preceding  debate. 

He  ohfeived  in  opening  the 
grounds  of  his  intended  motion, 
that  notwithftanding  the  general 
refemblance,  and  the  principle  be- 
ing the  fame  in  both,  it  differed 
from  the  former  in  one  refpeft ; 
that  being  particular  and  fpeciiic, 
whereas  this  went  to  a  general  pro- 
pofition.  It  included  only  matter 
of  public  and  anivcrfal  notoriety; 
matter  as  well  known  without 
thatHoulc  as  within  ;  and  as  fully 
in  the  poflcfiion  of  all  Europe,  as 
it  v/as  of  the  Britifh  parliament  or 
minifters.  *  It  called  for  no  fpecific 
proofs.  He  ihonld  not  trouble  one 
g^eoticman  to  flate  our  weaknefs  at 
home  ;  another  to  Ihew  our  infe- 
riority in  North- America  ;  nor 
would  he  appeal  to  the  whole  world 
■  •.  '      6 


for  the  proof,  that  we  had  totally 
ab.jndoned  our  commerce,  our  con- 
fequence,  and  our  fortrelTes  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Thofe  forms,  fo 
neceffary  to  fubftantiate  charges, 
where  there  was  the  fmallell  room 
for  doubt,  fufpence,  or  he/itation, 
were  in  this  inftance  totally  need- 
lefs.  He  well  forefaw  what  other 
grounds  of  objedlion  would  be 
taken  againll  his  propofidons,  but 
he  had  the  fatisfitftion  of  knowing, 
that  not  a  fyllable  of  their  contents 
could  be  controverted  in  point  of 
facSl ;  liis  hardiell  opponents  muft 
acknowledge,  them  to  be  literally 
and  fubflantially  true.  He  would 
therefore  trull  his  motion  to  the 
feelings  and  conviftion  of  his 
hearers ;  he  would  rell  it  on  that 
teHimony,  which  every  thinking 
man  muft  fecretly  fubmit  to,  and 
every  honeil  man  avowedly  de- 
clare ;  he  would  appeal  to  no  other 
tribunal. 

He,  however,  thought  it  necef- 
fary by  way  of  illuftraiion,  and  of 
bringing  fo  great  a  variety  of  mat- 
ter within  fome  moderate  compaia 
of  view  and  remembrance,  to  trace 
the  round  of  public  affairs  and 
tranfaftions,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  from  the  beginnktig  of  the 
troubles.  In  this  coarfe  he  took 
a  clear  and  comprehenfive  view,  of 
the  direction,  management,  ope- 
rations, and  confequences  of  the 
v/ar  ;  of  the  Ibte  and  coiiducl  of 
the  naval  department ;  he  Ihewed 
what  miniilers  had  done,  and.  what  ■ 
they  had  neglected  ;  he  recalled, 
with  precifion,  their  declarations, 
profeffions,  avowed  views,  and  pro- 
mifes,  at  different  periods  ;  he 
ihewed  the  ample  means  which 
that  Houfe  and  the  nation  had  put 
into  their  hands,  and  tke  fanguine 
expeflations  which  they  had  ra- 
tionally 
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if.g  en  this  ground,  as  he  faid,  not 
only  clearly  demonftrated  the  con- 
trary, but  that  the  navy  was,  in 
every  fenfe  and  refpeft,  greatly, 
and  moft  alarmingly  inferior;  he 
from  thence  inferred  jufl  and  full 
caufs  for  the  cenfure  ofthatHoufe, 
and  for  the  well-founded  refent- 
ments  of  the  people  at  la'-ge. 

He  fummed  up  the  whole  of  a 
long  and  fevere  fcriidny  into  the 
conduft  of  public  aitairs,  the  ope- 
rations of  the  war,  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  marine  depart- 
ment, and  the  Hate  of  the  navy, 
in  the  following  conclufions  :  — 
Either,  that  minillers  a£lcd  under 
the  dominion  of  the  grofleft  and 
dulleft  ignorance,  or  th»t  they  were 
aftuated  by  fmilter,  corrupt,  and 
dangerous  motives;  and  that  they 
were  therefore,  in  either  cafe,  un- 
worthy of  public  trail;  or  confi- 
dence. From  this  dilemma,  he 
faid,  there  was  no  efcape.  Igno- 
rance or  treachery,  was  the  only 
alternative.  —  His  motion  was  con- 
ceived in  the  following  terms  : 
"  That  it  appear?  to  this  Houfe, 
*'  that,  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  on 
"  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
**  with  France,  was  very  unequal 
*'  to  u'hac  this  Houfe  and  the  na- 
"  tion  had  been  led  to  expeft,  as 
*'  well  from  the  declarations  of  his 
•'  Majefty's  minillers,  as  from  the 
*'  grest  fums  of  money  granted, 
•'  and  debts  incurred  for  that  fer- 
"  vice  ;  and  inadequate  to  the 
"  exigencies  of  the  various  fsr- 
"  vices,  for  which,  it  was  the  duty 
*'  of  the  minifters  to  have  provided 
*'  at  fo  important  a  crifis." 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  infilled, 
that  the  term's  of  the  motion  were; 
not  fupported  by  the  fncls  Hated, 
That  it  was  exceedingly  unfair  and 
irregular  to  refer  to  matters  which 


tion.ally  formed,  upon  fuch  means, 
and  fuch  aflurances  ;  and  then 
Hated,  in  what  manner  thofe  ex- 
pedlations  had  been  anfwered,  and 
tbcfe  promifes  fulfilled.  But  he 
did  not  coniine  himfelf  to  afTur- 
ances,  or  to  declarations  in  either 
Houfe.  The  great  quefiion  at  iffue 
was,  vvhetiier  our  pieparations,  and 
the  Hate  of  our  navy,  were  ade- 
quate to  the  vail  fums  which  had 
been  granted  for  thofe  fervices  ? 
This  was  a  matter  in  which  there 
was  no  occafion  for  promifes  to  fix 
the  public  refponfibility  of  mini- 
fters. And  it  was  a  matter,  he  faid, 
in  which  there  was  not,  nor  could 
not,  be  a  fecond  opinion,  either 
within  or  without  the  Houfe. 

In  taking  a  view  of  naval  af- 
fiiirs  under  the  prefent  marine  mi- 
nilkr,  he  drew  up  a  comparative 
eHimate,  of  the  Hate,  condition, 
and  expences  of  the  navy,  during 
certain  pe'iods,  and  under  equal 
circumHances,  of  that  adminiHra- 
tion,  and  of  former  times.  By  this 
eHimate  he  v.'Ould  make  it  appear, 
that  our  peace  eHabliihment  for  the 
navy,  had  coH  the  nation  nearly 
double  the  money,  during  the  five 
years  previous  to  the  prefent  trou- 
bles, which  it  had  done  in  thofe 
immediately  preceding  the  late 
war;  and  from  fimilar  calculations 
he  endeavoured  to  demonHrate  a 
great  exccfs  alfo  in  our  prefent  war 
cHablifhment;  particularly  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  navy  in  the 
year  177S,  exceeded  that  of  1756, 
by  full  iialf  a  million.  He  then 
entered  into  a  flrift  enquiry,  whe- 
ther our  naval  preparation  and  ef- 
friftive  Hrer.gth  in  the  prefent  in- 
Hance,  bore  that  proportional  fu- 
periority  over  the  former,  which 
ihe  nation  had  a  right  to  expert 
from  the  expenditure.     And  hav- 
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fell  in  former  debates,  and  much 
more  fo  to  any  thing  which  might 
have  been  faid  in  the  other  Houie  ; 
but  that  the  ablurdity  as  well  as 
iiijuftjce,  of  paffing  a  vote  of  cen- 
i'ure,  founded  upon  fuch  loofe  and 
uncertain  grounds,  was  fo  palpa- 
ble, as  not  to  require  obfervation. 
They  denied  the  fatfts,  as  to  what, 
they  faid,  were  the  main  grounds 
of  the  motion  ;   namely,  the  fupe- 
riority  attributed  to  the  French  in 
the  channel,  and  in  Aiiserica;  and 
with  refpeft  to  the  Mediterranean, 
they  faid,.  that  it  was  utterly  im- 
poffible  to  provide  a  fuitable  de- 
fence, to  every  part  of  poffefiions 
fo    widely    extended    as    thofe    of 
Great-Britain  ;  fome  muft  be  neg- 
lefted  ;  and  in  fuch  circumfrances, 
minifters  muft  exercife  their  dif- 
cretion  and  judgment,  in  attend- 
ing particularly  to  the  fecurity  of 
thofe  places,  which  were  either  of 
the  greateft  importance,  or  the  moft 
immediately  expofed.      No  fair  or 
diredl  inference,   thev   faid,  could 
be  drawn,  from  the  comparative 
ilate  of  the  money  granted  for  na- 
val fervices,  in  the  two  interims, 
previous  to  the  breaking  oui;  of  the 
Jail  and  the  prefent  war;  nor  from 
that  of  the  fleets,  in  the  year  1756, 
and  1778.   It  was  well  known  that 
the  fnips  were  larger  now  than  at 
the  former  period  ;  we  had  then  a 
number  of  fmall  fixtys  and  fixty- 
fours;  none  on  that  fmall  fcale  are 
now  retained  ;   that  rate  has   not 
only    been    greatly    improved   ia 
point  of  fize  and  ftrength  ;  but  its 
place  has  been  in  a  great  meafure 
fupplied  in  the  navy,  by  a  number 
of  new   feventy-fours,    which   are 
built  on  fo  large  a  conflruftion,   as 
to  be  nearly  equal  in  point  of  ton- 
nage to  our  old  fecond  rates.     So 
tJ^^t  upon   the  whple^  fairly  cciu- 


paring  the  exertions  at  both  pe- 
riods, it  was  not  doubted,  but  that 
our  force,  in  177S,  would  be  found 
fubftantially  equal,  to  vrhat  it  had 
been  in  1756. 

I'he  contradidion  giveJi  to  the 
fads  ilated  by  Mr.  Fox,  along  with 
the  reference  to  matters  in  which 
they  were  themfelves  immediately 
concerned,  called  up  the  two  great 
naval  commanders,  who  lately  had 
the  conduft  of  our  fleets,  on  the 
home,  and  on  the  American   fer- 
vice.       The   noble  lord  who  was 
newly    returned    from    the   latter, 
and    who    feconded    the    motion, 
(Lord    Howe)   obferved    the   diffi- 
culty he  was  under  in   fpeaking, 
left  it  fhould  be  fuppofed  that  what 
he  faid,  might  tend  to  any  glofs, 
or  undue  explanatioti,  of  the  affair 
which  he  had  himfelf  to  fettle  with 
the   minifters,    and  which  he  was 
pledged  to  thatHoufe  to  bring  for- 
ward.    But    being    on    the    other 
hand  apprehenfive,  that  his   total 
filence  might  be  confidered  as  an 
approbation  of  meafures  which  he 
totally     condemned  ;      meafures, 
which, he  was  fully  perfuaded,  were 
weak,   incapable,   and,    if  longer 
permitted  or  purfued,   which  muft 
terminate  in  the  deftrudlion  of  the 
naval  power  of  this   country,  and 
confequently  of  the  country  itfelf, 
he  held  it  incumbent  on  him,  as  a 
public   duty,    to   prevent  fuch  an 
opinion  from  prevailing.     Among 
other  proftfllonal  matters,  which  he 
accordingly  entered   upon,  he  de- 
clared, that  he  thought  the  means 
put  into  the  hands  of  adniiniftra- 
tion,  were   fuch  as  enabled  them 
to  have  a  much  more  refpeftable 
navy    on    foot  j    that    above    all 
things,   the  Mediterranean    ought 
to  have  been  provided  for ;  he  be- 
ing thoroughly  convinced,  that  it 

would 
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would  be  impoffible  for  this  coun- 
try at  any  time  td  preferve  its  na- 
val fuperiority,  while  that  fervice 
was  negledled ;  but  much  more, 
when,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
it  was  apparently  abandoned. 

He  concluded,  by  informing  the 
Houfe  of  the  motives  which  in- 
duced him  to  retire  from  the  Ame- 
rican fervice.  He  faid,  that  he 
had  been  deceived  into  his  com- 
mand J  that  he  had  been  deceived 
while  he  retained  it ;  that,  tired 
and  difgufted,  he  had  required  per- 
mifiion  to  refign  ;  that  he  would 
have  returned  as  foon  as  he  had  ob- 
tained it,  but  that  he  could  not 
think  of  quitting  the  BritilTi  fleet 
in  a  ftate  of  danger,  whilll  Jt  had 
a  fuperior  enemy  in  the  American 
feas  to  encounter ;  that  on  the 
whole,  his  fituatibn  was  fuch,  that 
he  had  beer)  compelled  to  refign  ; 
and  that  a  thorough  recolleftion  of 
v/hac  he  had  felt,  and  what  he  had 
faffered,  induced  him  to  decline 
any  rifque  of  ever  returning  into 
a  iituation  which  might  terminate 
in  equal  ill  treatment,  mortifica- 
tion, and  difguft.  That  the  fame 
motives  and  fentiments  which  ope- 
rated with  refpeft  to  America,  muft 
carry  equal  force,  in  inducing  him 
to  decline  all  future  fervice,  fo 
long  as  the  prefent  minifters  con- 
tinued in  office;  for  that  he  was 
fufficiently  convinced,  by  a  fall  and 
decifive  experience,  that  bcfides 
rifquing  his  honour  and  profefiional 
charatter  in  fuch  an  attempt,  he 
could  not,  under  fuch  counfels, 
render  any  eflential  fervice  to  his 
country. 

Admiral  Keppel  reprobated,  in 
terms  of  the  ucmofl;  feverjcy,  the 
daring  aflertion,  as,  he  called  it, 
m^de  in  the  face  of  that  Houfe, 
and  in  defiance  of  a  fad  known  to 
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all  Europe,  by  a  noble  member  of 
the  admiralty  board,  "  that  the 
*'  Breft  fleet  confifted  of  only  fe- 
*'  venteen  fhips  of  the  line,"  at 
the  time,  that  under  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  a  fuperior  force,  he  had  re- 
turned from  his  cruize  off  that 
port.  Among  other  curious  par- 
ticulars relative  to  naval  afi^airs, 
which  canie  out  in  his  fpeech,  he 
obferved,  that  in^the  years  1765, 
and  1766,  when  he  fat  at  the  ad- 
miralty board,  a  fcheme  was  pro- 
pofed  and  adopted,  for  keeping  at 
all  times,  eighty  fhips  of  the  line 
of  battle,  with  a  proportionable 
number  of  frigates,  ready  for  adlual " 
fervice  ;  he  likewife  ftated,  that  if 
that  determination  had  immedi- 
ately after  been  totally  abandoned, 
and  even  fuppofing,  that  the  whole 
navy  had  been  annihilated,  at  the 
time  that  the  prefent  fiifl  lord  of 
the  admiralty  came  to  prefide  in 
that  department,  it  appeared  evi- 
dently from  the  paptrs  before 
them,  that  the  grants  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  naval  fervice,  within 
his  adminillration,  had  been  fo 
ample,  and  unufually  great,  that 
a  fleet  of  eighty  fliips  of  the  line, 
might  have  been  conllrudled  fioni 
the  keel,  and  in  a£lual  fervice  at 
fea,  without  any  additional  charge 
to  the  nation,  by  the  clofe  of  tha 
year  1777  ;  wjiereas,  by  that  no- 
ble lord's  own  account,  we  had 
not  at  that  period,  in  all  flations 
at  home  and  abroad,  quite  fifty, 
that  were  in  condition  fo  fervice; 
and  he  believed  that  he  fliould  be 
juftified  in  faying,  that  we  had  not 
forty,  fit  for  real  fervice.  He  far- 
ther declared,  that  the  deficiency 
in  number,  was  not,  at  that  time, 
the  mod  alarming  circumftance 
with  refpecl;  to  the  navy  ;  for,  that 
he  was  well  warranted  in  affirming, 
[H]  4  that 


120]       ANNUAL   RE 

that  the  (hips  in  general  were  not 
in  good  condition,  nor  fie  to  bear 
long  or  difficulc  fiU'vices.  He  alio 
ftated,  the  great  lofs  which  the 
nai'al  fervice  had  furiained,  from 
tbe  want  of  a  fuflicient  number  of 
frigates  ;  faid,  that  when  he  had 
beeti  advlied  with  in  November 
1776,  as  well  as  upon  a  prior  oc- 
calion,  when  foreign  preparations 
were  iikewife  fo  formidable  as  to 
excite  an  alarm,  he  had  ft-ongly 
prefied  the  neceffity  of  fpeedily 
fupplying  the  deficiency  cf  fri- 
gates; notvvithltanding  which,  and 
the  obvioufnefs  cf  the  matter,  that 
eflential  part  of  the  fervice  had 
been  entirely  ncgleded  ;  one  con- 
fequence  of  which,  among  a  num- 
ber of  bad  ones,  was,  that  great 
fli'ps  were  obliged  to  be  fent  out 
ii{)on  every  petty  occafion,  where 
Jr. gates  would  ar.fwer  the  purpoie 
equally,  if  not  better  ;  whereby 
the  nation  was  not  only  put  to  an 
3n;menfe  and  unneceflary  cxpence, 
in  the  repairs  of  thofe  capital  Ihips  ; 
but  what  was  ftil!  worfe,  when  they 
came  to  be  wanted  for  aftual  fer- 
vice, they  were  found  crippled, 
and  in  a  great  meafure  unfervice- 
sble.  He  concluded  his  fpeech, 
by  declaring  the  admiralty  board 
to  be  totally  negligent,  uninform- 
ed, and  in  every  way  unequal  to 
the  adminiitratioa  of  the  naval 
affairs  of  this  coun'ry. 

It  was  notcafy  to  withftand,  upon 
their  Viwn  ground,  fuch  profefnonal 
charges  and  opinions,  coming  from 
firch  authorities.  In  ejTeil,  the  mo- 
tion was  principally  oppofed,  upon 
the  general  allegation  of  its  net 
being  fupported  by  any  fufficient 
evidence,  and  the  conduft  of  the 
odn-.iralty  defended,  by  a  fiat,  di- 
Jtid,  and  unqualiJ-ied  contratliiliofl, 
SO  almeft  every  idil  liaisd  by  the 
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oppofition,  whether  with  refpe^l  to 
the  prefent,  or  to  any  paft  ftate  of 
the  navy.  Fads  and  alTertions  fo 
diametrically  oppofue,  prefentcd 
fuch  an  apparent  opening  for 
doubt,  that  a  gentleman,  well  un- 
derftood  to  be  a  friend  to  admini- 
ftration,  though  feemingly,  in  cer- 
tain cafes,  rather  doubtful  or  ec- 
cejitric  in  his  conduct,  made  that 
uncertainty  his  ground  of  argu- 
ment, why  the  Houfe  could  not  in 
confcience  come  to  a  vote  of  cen- 
fure  ;  bat,  as  he  alfo  faid,  that 
appearances  were  fo  firong,  as  to 
jullify  an  opinion,  that  the.mini- 
llers  were  culpable  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  he  would  therefore  move 
the  previous  queilion,  in  order  to 
leave  the  matter  open  for  further 
enquiry. 

The  folncfs  of  the  Houfe,  how- 
ever, afforded  I'uch  a  confidence  to 
the  miniller  in  his  ftrength,  as  pre- 
vented his  being  content  to  get  rid 
of  the  bufinefs  by  a  previous  quef- 
tion.  He  faid,  that  the  fads  and 
charges  which  had  been  flated, 
were  fo  dired  and  important,  as  to 
admit  of  no  medium;  they  mull 
be  either  ellabiiflied  or  overthrown  ; 
and  as  they  were  not  yet  fupported 
by  a  fingle  tittle  of  proof,  the 
mod  regular  and  parliamentary 
mode  of  proceeding,  he  faid,  for 
the  prefent,  was  to  meet  them  with 
a  dired  negative  ;  which,  he  con- 
tended, would  not  by  ajty  means 
prevent  a  future  enqniry  into  the 
iulvjed,  if  any  fufiicicnt  evidence 
could  be  found  for  its  f-jpport. 

The  queftion  being  to  be  put 
after  twelve  o'clock,  Pvlr.  Fox  arofe, 
and  rec-^iiefted  that  r.o  perfon  would 
give  a  vote  in  favour  of  his  mo» 
tion,  who  was  not  perfcdly  fatiS- 
fied,  that  the  general  fads  llatvd 
in  it  were  fully  proved,  both 
literally 
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literally  and  fubftantially,  and  that 
the  niinitlers  had  tailed  in  their  re- 
peated ajiurances  to  that  Houfe  and 
to  the  nation. 

The  motion  was  rejedled  upon 
a  diviiionj  by  a  majority  of  246, 
to  174.  Although  18  gentlemen, 
who  had  not  been  prelent  at  the 
former  divillon,  now  voted  with 
the  minority,  and  that  tiiey  had  like- 
wife  made  one  convert  from  the 
majoriiy,  (a  gentleman  who  ac- 
knuwlcdge-i  in  his  fpeech  the  force, 
of  that  univerlal  notoriety,  and  in- 
ternal cotivict'on,  which  were  not 
generally  admitted  as  evidence)  yet 
we  fee  that  thefe  additions,  v/ere 
fo  nearly  ballanced  by  the  prefent 
abfentees,  that  the  increafe  of  num- 
ber on  that  fide  was  trifling. 

The  difconients  in  the  navy  now 
appeared  in  the  mod  alarming  de- 
gree. We  have  feen  in  the  pre- 
sent inftance,  the  determination  of 
Lord  Howe.  In  the  preceding  de- 
bate. Admiral  Keppel  declared  in 
his  place,  that  after  what  he  had 
already  experienced  and  fuffered  at 
their  hands,  he  could  never  think 
of  refuming  a  command,  under  the 
prefent  naval  adminiilration  ;  that 
befides  its  being  inconfillent  with  a 
due  regard  to  his  honour,  and  ex- 
ceedingly hazardous  with  refpedl  to 
his  profeflional  character,  he  was 
fully  convinced  in  his  mind,  that 
he  could  not,  under  their  influence 
orcondud,  promote  in  any  effential 
degree  the  inierelts  of  his  country; 
which  was  the  only  motive  that 
could  induce  him  to  undertake  its 
fervice.  About  this  time  alfo,  or 
foon  after,  Sir  Robert  Harland, 
Captain  Lsvefon  Gower,  Sir  John 
Lindfay,  and  fome  other  odictrs 
of  high  name  and  .dillinguiflied 
merit,  either  quitted  the  fervice, 
or  detlined  atlmg  under  the  pre- 


fent fyftem.  And  fo  general  was 
the  dilcontent  and  defeftion,  that 
it  was  reported  and  believed,  that 
no  lefs  than  twenty,  of  the  raoft 
experienced  and  diftinguifhed  cap- 
tains in  the  navy,  were  on  the  point 
of  throwing  up  their  commiffions 
on  one  day  in  a  body.  Nor  was  it 
fuppofed,  that  the  prevention  of 
this  alarming  event,  was  to  be  at- 
tributed, either  to  official  manage- 
ment, or  to  governmental  influ- 
ence. Thus  had  the  nation,  the 
mortification  and  grief  to  behold, 
fome  of  her  greatelt  and  molt  popu- 
lar naval  commanders,  and  of  her 
braveil  officers,  declining  her  fer- 
vice, in  a  feafon  of  no  fmall  danger. 

The  fuccefs  with  which  Sir  P.  J. 
Gierke,  had  carried  his  bill  for  ex- 
cluding the  contractors  from  Parli- 
ament, through  that  Houfe,  in  the 
preceding  feffion,  feemed,  fo  far, 
to  afiOrd  fome  reafonable  ground 
of  expedation  of  fuccefs,  for  the 
prefent  year ;  and  perhaps  he 
thought  it  probable,  that  after  fo 
much  time  for  cool  recolledion, 
the  lords  would  not  think  it  fit- 
ting, to  perfill  in  their  rejedion  of 
a  bill,  and  their  interference  in  a 
bufinef:,  which  feemed  fo  peculi- 
arly appropriated  to  the  Commons, 
as  tending  merely  to  the  indepen- 
dence and  purity  of  their  own  body. 
And  this  opinion  feemed  the  more 
feafible,  as  the  lords  had,  a  few 
years  fince,  feemed  to  lay  it  down 
as  a  dodrine  not  to  be  departed 
from,  that  they  fliould  not  at  all 
interfere  in  any  meafure  of  regu- 
lation, adopted  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  for  their  own  internal 
government. 

However  that  was,  the  gentle- 
man in  queiiion  had  moved  on  the 
12th  of  B'ebruary,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  difqiialifying  bill,  on 

the 
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the  fame  grounds  with  thofe  for- 
merly propofed.  As  nothing  could 
poflibly  be  more  mortifying  and 
vexatious  to  minifters,  than  the  con- 
tinual renewal  or  introdudlion  of 
this  fubjeft ;  which,  however  it 
might  finally  be  difpofed  of,  fre- 
quently called  forth  troubiefome 
defences,  or  humiliating  acknow- 
ledgements, and  always  afforded 
means  for  the  ftirring  up  of  fome 
difagreeable  or  odious  matter,  fo 
they  were  now,  as  ufual,  exceed- 
ingly tender  and  irritable  upon  the 
occafion,  feerwing  to  confider  the 
attack,  as  if  it  were  no  lefs  per- 
fonal  to  themfelves,  than  to  thofe 
who  were  its  avowed  arid  immedi- 
ate objpfts.  The  motion  was, 
jhowever,  carried  upon  a  clofe  di- 
vifion,  by  a  majority  of  158  to  143  ; 
having  brought  out  in  its  way,  no 
fmall  portion  of  the  ufual  matter 
of  charge  and  defence. 

Notwithltanding  this  gleam  of 
fuccefs  at  the  outfet,  the  mover  had 
loon  the  mortih-ation  to  difcover, 
that  hi«  favourite  bill,  was  not  like- 
ly to  prove  again  troubiefome  to 
the  lords,  for  that  fome  confider- 
able  change  of  temper  and  opinion 
had  taken  place  in  that  Houfe 
trpon  the  I'ubjcft,  (ince  the  period 
of  its  being  canvalled  there  in  the 
preceding  feffion.  Whether  it 
were,  that  the  gentlemen  immedi- 
ately concerned,  had  found  means, 
in  the  intermediate  time,  tojutHfy 
the  purity  of  their  condud  and 
principles,  and  to  fhew  the  inno- 
cence and  public  utility  of  their 
purfjits,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fer- 
ved  to  convert  and  bring  over  any 
part  of  their  opponents,  or  from 
whatever  other  caufe  it  proceeded, 
fo  it  was,  that  the  bill  was  loft 
upon  the  tnotion  for  referring  it  to 


a  committee,  after  the  .,      t        , 
r         I       J-  1        March  nth. 

lecond  reading ;  when 

the  queftion   was  rejected  upon  a 

divifion  by  a  majority  of  41,  the 

numbers  being   165  to  124.       Af* 

ter  which  the  minifter  moved  that 

it  might  be  laid  by  for  four  months, 

which  was  carried  without  farther 

trouble. 

It  would  have  appeared  flrange, 
if  that  fpirit  of  toleration,  which, 
within  a  very  few  years,  has  fpread 
fo  wonderfully,  though  in  different 
degree?,  through,  almoft,  every 
country  in  Europe,  fliould  have 
paffcd  this  alone,  which  had  fo 
long  valued  itfelf  for  it's  enlighten- 
ed views  and  libera!  difpofuien,  ia 
all  cafes  whether  of  civil  or  reli- 
gious government,  without  dif- 
penfing  any  fliare  of  that  influence 
which  it  fo  freely  communicated  to 
others. 

But  they  mull  have  little  attended 
to  fuch  fubjecls,  who  <^o  not  know 
the  difhculty  of  fhaking  off"  the 
trammels  of  fuperftition,  and  the 
inveteracy  of  prejudice,  amongft  a 
people  at  large  ;  and  the  flill,  per- 
haps, more  arduous  tafk,  to  cure 
laws  and  fyftems  of  government 
of  thofe  habitual  vices,  which  have 
been  fo  long  grafied  into  their  con- 
ftitution,  as  to  appear  a  part  of 
their  original  nature.  In  fad,  the 
number  of  penal  and  criminal  laws 
relative  to  religious  doftrines  and 
opinions,  which,  in  defpite  of  a 
manly,  and  liberal  philofophy,  Hill 
fubfilled  in  our  code,  would  have 
difgraced  that  of  a  nation  far  be- 
hind us,  in  arts,  fcience,  and  ci- 
vilisation. 

Although  a  law  had  been  paffed 

fome  years  ago,  for  removing  fome 

of  thofe   legal  reftridlions,    which 

had  more  particularly  atFefted  our 

di-^enting 
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diffenting  proteftant  brethren  ;  yet 
more  Hill  remained   to   be  done  in 
their   favour;    and   that    bill  was 
confidered,  rather  as  an  opening  to- 
wards future  indulgence,  as  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  times   iTiould  ripen  to  a 
higher  degree  of  liberality  in  reli- 
gious matters,  than  as  immediately 
curing  all  their  prefent  grievances. 
The  relief  granted  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  preceding  feffion, 
had  laid  the  ground  fairly  open  for 
a  prefent  application  to  parliament 
for  redrefs;   and  the  liberal  opini- 
ons known  to  be  held,  and  profef- 
fions  made,  by  fome  of  the  Bifhops 
on  that  fnbjefl,  feemcd  to  obviate 
the  apprehenfions  of  an  oppoiition 
in  that  quarter   where  it  was  moft 
to  be  expeiSled  and  dreaded.     In- 
deed the  public  loffes,  calamities, 
and  dangers  of  the   times,   feemed 
to  render  it  now  a  matter  of  necef- 
fity,  as  it  had  at  all  times  been  of 
duty  and  wifdom,    to  unite  the  in- 
terefts  and   affedions  of  all  orders 
and  denominations  of  men  in  one 
common  bond  of  union,  and  to  con- 
centrate   into    one    mafs,     all    the 
ftrength  that  could  yet  be  found  in 
the  remaining  parts  of  the  empire. 
In  thefe  circumftances,  Sir  Henry 
Hoghton,  having  on   the   loth  of 
March  opened  the  way  hy  an  in- 
trodudlory    fpeech,    concluded    by 
moving,  that  the  Houfe  Hiould  re- 
folve  icfelf  into  a  committee,  in  or- 
der to  confider  of  granting  further 
relief  to  proteftant  diffenting  mi- 
nlfters    and    fchoolmafters.       The 
motion  being  very  generally  agreed 
to,    Mr.    Frederic   Montague,    by 
whom   it  was   feconded,    was   ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  committee, 
and  the    bill    accordingly    framed 
and  carried  through,  under  his  au- 
fpices.       It   however    brought   out 
fcxne   confiderable    debate   in   its 
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courfe,  it  being  eagerly  oppofed  by 
a  few  gentlemen,  who  ftill  conti- 
nued wedded  to  antient  high  church 
doftrines  and  principles.  But  this 
oppofition,  was,  in  eftedt,  confined 
only  to  debate ;  it  being  fo  weak 
in  point  of  number,  that  a  motioa 
which  was  made  on  the  17th  of 
of  March  by  Sir  William  Bagot, 
and  feconded  by  Sir  R.  Newdigate, 
for  putting  off  the  confideration  of 
the  bill  for  four  months,  was  fup- 
ported  upon  a  divifion  by  only  fix 
voices,  to  a  majority  of  77.  The 
bill  was  likewife  carried  through 
the  lords  with  great  facility  ;  and 
received  the  royal  affent  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fefiion. 

The  unhappy  confequences  of 
the  American  war,  had,  by  this 
time,  affeded  our  filler  kingdom 
and  ifland  in  the  moft  ruinous  de- 
gree. For  although  the  whole 
amount  of  her  immediate  loffes, 
confidered  merely  as  a  fpecific  fum 
in  point  of  calculation,  could  hold 
no  corparifon  with  that  fuftained 
by  England,  yet  the  leffer  lofs, 
was  morefeverely  felt  by  the  poorer 
country,  than  tne  greater,  had  hi- 
therto been,  by  that  fo  vaftly  ex- 
ceeding it  in  wealth,  and  which  fet 
out  with  fo  immenfe  a  capital  in 
every  fpecies  of  commerce.  Other 
cauies,  than  thofe  loffes  immedi- 
ately fuftained,  and  diredly  pro- 
ceeding troni  the  American  war, 
concurred  in  accumulating  the  grie- 
vances and  dillreffes  of  Ireland  to 
a  moit  alarming  pitch.  Befides 
the  antient  reftraints  upon  her  com- 
merce, an  embargo  had  been  con- 
tinued from  the  year  1776.  Thus, 
their  great  ftapie  commodities  of 
beef  and  butter,  were  fhut  up  and 
perifhing  in  their  warehoules,  at 
the  very  time  that  their  great,  their 
only  free,  and  confequently  only 
valuabif 
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valuable  manufaclure,  the  linen,  was 
contradled  under  the  deftruiSlive 
and  fatal  blight  of  the  American 
war. 

Although  nothing  could  add  to 
the  diftrelfco  occafioned  by.thc  em- 
bargo, yet  the  circumdances  atten- 
ding it,  or  which  vvetc  luppofed  to 
attend  it,  ferved  to  render  that  mea- 
fure  more  intolerably  grievous  to 
the  people,  it  was  faid,  and  feem- 
ingly  upon  good  grounds,  that  it 
ani'wered  no  benelicial  or  ufeful 
purpofe  whatever.  It  neither  ap- 
peared then,  nor  fince,  that  the 
French  armaments  were  deferred  or 
laid  by,  through  the  want  of  Irifli 
provifions  ;  and  their  Welt  India 
iflands  were  fo  far  from  being  ru- 
ined upon  that  account,  that  it  was 
well  known  that  they  were  fup- 
plied  upon  as  good  terms  as  our 
iflands  with  many  articles. 

So  far,  they  alkdged  as  to  the 
point  of  benefit.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Irifli  beheld  with  grief 
and  difmay,  that  the  northern  parts 
of  Germany,  and  other  countries 
adjoining  to  the  Baltic,  were  with 
great  avidity  preparing  to  grafp  at 
that  beneficial  trade,  whi(.h  was 
flipping  out  of  their  hands.  They 
had  already  begun  the  experiment ; 
were  fparing  no  ir.dultry  or  ex- 
pence,  in  procuring  proper  fait  for 
the  purpofe,  and  proper  perfons  for 
■  inftruding  them  in  tr.c  art  of  curing 
and  packing  their  beef,  and  had 
even  fent  fome  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  it  to  the  French  market. 
Although  thefe  famples  could  not 
come  in  any  degree  of  competition 
with  the  iriili  beef  in  point  of 
goodnefs,  yet  the  attempt,  or  even 
the  ide.i,  was  e.xceedingly  alarm- 
*  ir.g.  The  vaft  proiits  which  the 
fupply  would  afford,  through  the 
Jownefs  of  rents,    and  the  cheap- 
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nefs  of  cattle  in  thofe  countries, 
would  induce  great  improvements 
bjth  in  the  articles  of  feeding  and 
curing  ;  and  there  are  few  igno- 
rant, that  a  branch  of  trade  once 
lod  or  transferred,  is  fcarcely  ever 
recoverable.  To  render  all  thefe 
circuraflances  of  lofs  and  appre- 
henfion  the  more  vexatious  and 
grievous,  it  was  univerfally  faid  in 
that  country,  and  not  without  fome 
confiderable  concurrence  both  of 
words  and  opinions  in  this,  that 
the  fource  of  ail  thefe  mifchiefs 
was  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  a 
job,  which  owed  its  creation,  or  at 
leafl  its  continuance,  merely  to  the 
delign  of  throwing  immenfe  for- 
tunes into  the  hands  of  fome  fa- 
vourite contraclors.  Nor  was  it  of 
any  avail,  how  unfounded  this  opi- 
nion might  pofTibly  be  ;  the  eft\<ft 
was  the  fame,  as  if  it  had  been  efta- 
blifned  by  the  firmell  authority. 

Such  an  unhappy  combination 
of  thing?,  mull  have  generated 
difconient  in  any  people  ;  but 
there  vjtrt  fome  local  and  peculiar 
circumilances  relative  to  Ireland, 
which,  exclufive  of  the  internal 
weaknefs,  proceeding  from  vices  in 
her  government,  and  the  former 
fnackles  on  her  trade,  ferved  to 
render  the  calamity  more  fudden 
and  conclufive,  than  it  might  have 
been  perhaps  in  fome  others. 

The  rent  of  lands  in  Ireland, 
within  the  lalt  thirty  years,  had 
been  very  much  increafed.  Al- 
though this  rife  in  the  rents,  muH 
have  been  generally  fupported  by 
the  prices  given  in  thofe  markets 
which  took  oft"  the  produce  of  the 
lands  ;  yet  it  was  allerted  by  thof^; 
who  were  acc|uainted  with  that 
country,  that  curnpetition,  and  the 
fpirit  of  fpeculaticn,  which  had 
lately  produced  fuch  perniciou?  ef- 
■     fedi 
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fedls  In  both  kingdoms,  had  their  fome  degree  broaght  forward  be- 
Iharcin  the  rife.  This  fpeculation  fore  the  holidays,  by  three  mem- 
failing,  and  the  competition  along  bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
with  it,  lands  fell  ;  the  land  owner  who  derived  their  titles  from,  and 
was  diilreHed,  the  farmer  ruined  ;  whofe  fortunes  principally  lay  in 
and  a  very  general  failure  of  all  that  kingdom.  They  Hated  in 
credit  enfued.  ftrong  colours  the  diftreffes  of  that 

Under  thefe  unhnppy  circum>  people,  and  fhewed  the  neceffity  to 
fiances,  the  exceedingly  numerous  ouri'elves  of  sfFording  them  fpeedy 
populace  of  that  country,  (where  and  fubftantial  relief,  which  could, 
the  middle  rank  of  life  is  but  as  they  afferted,  only  be  done,  to 
thinly  fcattered)  confifting  of  the  any  effed,  by  removing  thofe  im- 
labouring  and  manufacturing  part  politic  reflriftions  on  their  trade, 
of  the  community,  were  turned  which  owed  their  rife  merely  to 
adrift,  without  employment,  and  the  narrow  fpirit  of  monopoly, 
confequently  dcllicute  of  all  the  operating  upon  miiiaken  notions 
neceflaries  of  life.  Although  all  of  all  true  commercial  principles  ; 
the  means  were  ufed,  which  great  thefe  reftriftions  being,  in  reality, 
and  numerous  afts  of  private  cha-  as  contrary  to  the  real  interelb  of 
rity,  and  liberal  public  fubfcrip-  this  country,  as  they  were  abfo- 
tions,  could  pofiibly  reach  to,  for  lutely  ruinous  to  Ireland.  They 
alleviating  this  dreadful  calamity,  accordingly  gave  notice,  that  they 
and  that  20,000  poor,  were  faid  would  after  the  holidays  move  for 
to  have  been  daily  and  charitably  a  bill  or  bills,  for  granting  corn- 
fed,  for  fome  confiderable  time,  in  mercial  relief  to  that  country, 
the  city  of  Dublin  only,  yet  all  Notwithllanding  this  opening, 
thefe  efforts  could  only  cover  a  feveral  things  feemed  to  be  wanting 
fmall  part  of  the  evil,  and  it  was  to  afford  a  profpeft  of  fuccefs  to 
evident,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  propofeJ  meafure.  It  was  to 
employment  could  procure  that  be  lamented  that  no  regular  plan 
fubfiftence,  which  their  daily  la-  had  been  formed,  either  with  re- 
bour  had  hitherto  fo  ufefuUy  pro-  fpeft  to  the  precife  nature,  or  to 
vided.  the  extent,    of   the   relief  which 

It  is  probable  that  much  of  the  was  to  be  propofed  or  expeded. 
extremity  of  this  diilrefs,  had  The  miniikr  took  no  part  in  the 
arifen  from  that  fiufluation  in  the  bufinefs.  Thofe  of  the  oppofition 
ftate  of  commer<e,  v/hich  hap-  who  fupported  the  relief  to  Ire- 
pens  in  the  beft  of  times.  But  land  In  a  former  feflion,  fupported 
the  cfTefts  of  this  fluftuation,  be-  the  pref«nt  bill. 
ing  fuperaddcd  to  the  peculiar  ca-  We  fliall  bring  together  in  one 
lamities  of  the  time,  funk  deeply  point  of  view,  without  regard  to 
into  the  minds  of  the  people  of  time  or  occafion,  a  few  of  the 
that  kingdom.  Of  courle,  it  cal-  reafons  that  were  urged  at  the  dif- 
led  on  the  attention  of  many  in  ferent  periods  in  which  this  bufi- 
thi-; ;  though  not  fo  early,  nor  nefs  was  agitated,  whether  in  fup- 
with  fo  much  fyftem  on  the  part  port  or  oppofition  to  the  propofed 
or  government,  as  could  be  willied.  meafure.  It  was  contended  on  the 
I'he   buiinefs   was,    howeverj    in  one  fide,  that  leaving  all  ideas  of 

liberality 
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liberality  and  of  jollice  out  of  the 
queftion,  we  were  now  impelled 
by  abfolute  neceffity — by  a  regard 
to  our  own  prefent  fecurity,  and 
future  prefervation,  to  cherifh  and 
preferve  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  empire,  and  to  concentrate  all 
the  people,  in  one  common  bond 
of  union  and  defence,  which  could 
only  be  done,  by  a  general  com- 
munion of  interefts,  and  partici- 
pation of  benefits.  That  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  expefted,  and  had 
the  ftrongell  jight  to  expedl  re- 
lief. That  this  was  no  time,  after 
the  heavy  lofs  of  our  colonies,  and 
of  our  American  commerce,  to 
hazard  that  of  our  fiiler  kingdom, 
whether  by  invafion  or  feparation, 
one  of  which  was  already  threa- 
tened, and  the  other  equally  to 
be  apprehended,  if  we  did  not 
fpeedily  afford  that  relief  which 
was  expefted,  and  now  propofed. 

For,  they  faid,  that  however 
exemplary  and  invincible  the  loy- 
alty of  Ireland  had  hitherto  been, 
and  however  finguiar  her  long  en- 
during fufFerings,  patience,  and 
forbearance,  there  were  certain 
fixed  limits  to  thofe  qualities  and 
difpofltions  of  the  mind,  beyond 
which  human  nature  was  utterly 
incapable  of  palling ;  and  was 
even  liable  to  the  danger  of  re- 
coiling with  great  violence  in  the 
attempt.  But  if  neither  of  thofe 
dreaded  events,  of  feparation  or 
conqueft,  Ihould  take  place,  and 
that  we  fhould  flill  retain  the  in- 
/glorious  and  unprofitable  boafl,  of 
remaining  the  fole  tyrants  of  the 
foil,  we  Ihould  even  in  that  cafe, 
infallibly  lofe  all  that  could  flamp 
any  value  upon  it, — we  fhould  lofe 
the  inhabitants.  For  it  was  evi- 
dent, that  as  foon  as  a  peace  took 
place,  if  our  oppreiTion,  and  their 


miferies  confequently  flill  con-, 
tinned,  the  people  of  Ireland 
would  inevitably,  under  the  im- 
pulfe  of  the  iirfl  law  of  nature, 
emigrate  to  America ;  whither 
they  would  convey  their  manu- 
faftures,  arts,  and  their  induftry. 
It  was  already  too  v/ell  known, 
that  the  American  armies  were 
principally  recruited,  and  their 
befl  troops  in  a  great  degree  com- 
pofed,  of  thofe  unhappy  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  who  being  driven 
from  their  country  by  want  and 
oppreffi,on,  were  compelled,  under 
an  equal  neceffity,  to  take  up  arms 
in  a  quarrel,  in  which  they  had  no 
natural  intereft,  and  to  flied  their 
blood  in  a  contefl  with  their  friends 
and  brethren. 

They  ftated  that  the  Irifh  were 
our  befl  cuflomers  in  many  great 
articles  of  our  merchandize  and 
manufaftures ;  they  fhewcd  the 
great  wealth,  with  the  additional 
llrength  and  power  which  we  had 
fo  long  derived  from  that  coun- 
try ;  they  endeavoured  to  demon- 
ftrate,  the  infinitely  greater  ad- 
vantages of  every  kind  which  fhe 
was  capable  of  affording,  under  a 
wife  and  liberal  fyflem  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  infifled,  that  the  fruits 
of  every  benefit  we  afibrded  to  her 
in  commerce,  would  come  back  to 
ourfelves  with  accumulated  intereft. 
To  juftify  their  various  affertions, 
and  eftablifh  their  fafts,  they  had 
moved  for  various  papers,  from 
which  they  fhewed.  That  the  ex- 
ports from  England  to  Ireland,  on 
an  average  of  ten  years,  amounted 
to  2,057,0001.  yearly. — That  the 
exports  from  Ireland  into  Eng- 
land, upon  an  average  of  the  fame 
time,  did  not  exceed  1,3^3,000!. 
by  the  year. — That  confequently, 
the  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of 

Eng- 
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England,  exceeded  feven  millions 
fterljng  in  that  time. — That  this 
was  exclufive  of  the  immenfe  fums 
drawn  from  thai  country  every 
year  under  the  following  heads — 
viz.  Rents  to  abientees — Penfions, 
and  the  emoluments  of  places  to 
thofe  who  never  faw  the  country — 
Appeals  in  law  and  equity — Bufi- 
nefs  and  pleafure. 

They  alfo  fliewed,  that   the  de- 
creafe  of  the  exports  from  England 
to   Ireland,     during    the    lall   two 
years  of  calamity  in  that  country, 
amounted,    upon    an    average,    to 
no  lefs   than   716,000!.   per  year. 
From  thence  they  argued  the  pro- 
digious lofs  to  the  revenue,  as  well 
as  to  the  trade  and  manufaftures  of 
this  country,  which  mull  proceed 
from  a  continuance,  and   a  confe- 
quent  increafe,  of  the  diltrelfes  of 
that  country.     They  concluded  by 
alking,  whether    fuch    a   country, 
and  fuch   benefits   as    we  derived 
from  it,  were  to  be  wantonly  played 
with,  and  committed  to  unnecef- 
fary  danger  and  rilque  ?  If  it  ad- 
mitted of  a  doubt,  whether  it  were 
better  to  afford  a  juft  and  reafon- 
able  indulgence,  or  to   hazard  the 
lofs    of    a    nation  ? — Whether    to 
have  the  trade,  manufadures,  and 
inhabitants  of  Ireland,  transferred 
to  America,  or  rendered  a  conili- 
tuent  part  of  our  body    politic,  of 
our    common    ilock    of     wealth, 
firength,  and  defence  ?  And   whe- 
ther a  kingdom  fhould  be  facriiiced 
to  a  fingle  town,  to  the  monopoly 
of  a  particular  diftrid,  or  to  the 
ill-judged   clamours,    and    abfurd 
prejudices,     of   any   body   of  ma- 
nufatturers  whatever  ?  Gentlemen 
were  requeued   to  profit  by  expe- 
rience ;   to  recolledt  the  fmall  con- 
defcenfion,    which,    a    few    years 
/ince,  would   have  preferved  and 


gratified    all    our    American    co- 
lonies. 

On    the  other  fide,  it  was   not 
believed  that  the   dillreffe:  of  Ire- 
land   were   fo   great  as   they    had 
been   reprefented  ;   but  if  the  me- 
lancholy   defcription     was    really 
true,  it  was   not    16   much   to  be 
attributed   to  the  trade-laws   here, 
as     to    mal-adminillration    there  ; 
to  fiiults   in   the   internal  conilitu- 
tion   of  their  government,  and  to 
general    mifmanagement     in     the 
conduft  of   their    affairs.      Thefe 
were  matters  which  fhould  be  en- 
quired   into    and    redrefied  ;     and 
without  that,  no  fubflantial  relief 
could    be    afforded.       They    faid, 
that  the  unhappy  confequences  of 
the  Amei-ican  war  were  equally  felt 
in    both   countries  ;     that    Ireland 
bore  no  more  than  her  fhare  of  the 
calamity  ;  that  if  her  people  were 
famifhing,  our  manufadurers  were 
ftarving  :    for   that  the    plenty  or 
cheapnefs  v.f  provifions  were  of  no 
avail    to    thofe    who    wanted    the 
means  to   procure  them,  and  who 
were    rendered    incapable    of    ob- 
taining   the    means,    through    the 
general  lack  of  employment  which 
now  prevailed.     That  in  this  ilate 
of  common  difirefs,    however  our 
feelings  might  be  affefted  with  re- 
fpeifl   to  our  brethren  in   Ireland, 
our  fympathy  was    more  llrongly, 
and   more  naturally   attrafied,  by 
thofe  fufi'erings  which  were  imme- 
diately   within    our     knowledge ; 
and   that  however  alarming  a  re- 
bellion   in   Ireland    might   be,    it 
could  not  furely  be  fo  much  a  mat- 
ter   of    apprehenfion    as    one    at 
home;  an  event  which  was  to  the 
full  as  probable,    if  any  addition 
was   made    to    the   fuf}"erings    and 
grievances    which    our    manufac- 
turers already  endured,  by  a  fur- 
render 
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renderofthofe  advantages  in  trader 
which  they  confidered  as  their 
birthright. 

The  firft  proportions  held  out 
in  favour  of  Ireland,  although 
not  fpecifically  applied  or  moved 
for,  went  to  the  granting  of  her 
a  general  exportation,  in  all  mat- 
ters, except  vv'ith  refpeft  to  her 
woollens,  (that  article  being  reck- 
oned too  facred,  to  be  yet  meddled 
with) — The  eftablifhment  of  a 
cotton  manufaftory,  under  that 
right; — with  a  liberty  of  trading 
to  and  from  America,  the  Well- 
Indies,  and  the  coaft  of  Africa. 
But  thefe  being  thought,  on  the 
other  fide,  too  general  and  ex- 
tenfive,  as  well  as  too  alarming 
to  the  manufafturers  here,  they 
were  by  degrees  narrowed,  until 
at  length.  Lord  Newhaven,  who 
conducted  this  bufinefs  in  the  de- 
tail, entered  into  a  kind  of  com- 
promife,  on  the  15th  of  February, 
to  give  up  the  general  outline  of 
relief,  and  to  confine  himfelf  to 
fome  particular  and  fpecific  pro- 
poficion.  He  accordingly  moved, 
on  the  loth  of  March,  that  the 
Houfe  fhould  (on  a  given  day) 
refoive  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  ads  of 
parliament  relating  to  the  impor- 
tation of  fugars  from  the  Weil  In- 
dies into  Ireland. 

The  objedl  of  this  motion,  was 
to  repeal  that  claufe  in  the  aft  of 
navigation,    by    which    all    Ihips 


laden  with  fugars,  were  compellecj 
to  bring  their  cargoes  direftly  to 
England,  from  whence  the  quan- 
tity neceffary  for  the  conrumption 
of  that  country,  was  afterwards  to 
be  re-exported  to  Ireland.  As 
the  miniiler  had  'lill  kept  himfelf 
clear  of  the  bufinefs,  the  q'-ielHon 
was  fairly  and  cooliy  debated  on 
both  fides,  without  any  other  ap- 
pearance of  party,  ihnn  what 
merely  arofe  from  the  locality  of 
reprefentation  ;  and  after  a  full  dif- 
cuflion,  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  47  to  42. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  clamo*jf 
without  doors  had  been  much  " 
fainter,  and  the  oppofition  from 
the  manufaduring  diilrids  weaker^ 
than  they  had  been  in  the  pre- 
ceding feilion,  and  than  had  beeii 
now  expefted.  Glafgow  and  Man- 
chefter,  however,  petitioned  ;  and 
the  miniiter's  late  warm  partizani 
in  both,  began  now  to  accufiS 
him  of  the  duplicity,  which  they 
charged  to  his  pref^tjnt  fyftem  of 
neutrality.  This  clamour  and  re- 
proach Suddenly  brought  him  id 
a  determination  ;  and  fetting  his 
face  totally  againil  the  propofed 
relief,  it  was  accordingly  rejeiTied 
upon  a  clofe  divifion  ;  the  quellioii 
forthefpeaker'squit-j^^^^j^^g^j^^ 
ting  the  chair,  in  or- 
der that  the  Houfe  might,  on  the 
day  appointed,  refoive  itfelf  into 
a  committee,  being  loil  only  by  a 
majority  of  62  to  58. 


C  H  A  ?4 
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Dthates  on  the  army  extraordinaries.  Motion  for  printing  the  ejiimates  re- 
jeded  upon  a  di-vijion.  Committee  on  EaJ}  India  affairs.  Rejolutions 
moved  for  and  carried,  relati've  to  the  'violence  committed  on  the  late  Lord 
Pigot  in  his  government.  Motion  for  profecuting  certain  tnembers  of  the 
late  council  at  Madrafs,  agreed  to.  Mr,  Fox's  motion,  for  the  remo-val 
of  the  fir  ft  lord  of  the  admiralty  from  that  departtnent ,  is,  after  long 
debates,  rejeBed  upon  a  divifion.  Committee  of  enquiry  into  the  conduSd 
of  the  American  ivar.  Amendment  moved  to  the  motion  for  the  examina- 
tion of  Earl  Cornnjoallis,  by  the  miniftcr,  and  carried  upon  a  dififon  in 
the  committee.  Amended  motion  then  put,  and  rejeSied  upon  a  divijton. 
Third  motion  rejeBed.  Tranfaiiicns  in  the  comm.ittee,  difcujfcd  in  the 
Houfe,  and  refcinded.  Committee  re'vived.  Earl  Corn^vallis,  and  other 
ijjitnejfes  examined,  in  behalf  of  Lord  and  Sir  William  Ho^uie.  Counter 
e'vidence  prcpofed,  and  agreed  to.  In  the  interim.  General  Burgoyne^s 
evidence  brought  fortvard  and  examined.  Counter  evidence  examined/. 
Committee  fuddenly  dijjolved. 


THE  large  amount  of  the 
army  extraordinaries  in  the 
preceding  year,  which  exceeded 
two  millions,  and,  was  faid,  to 
have  about  doubled  the  charge  un- 
der the  fame  head,  during  any 
year  of  the  late  glorious  war^ 
when  our  military  operations  were 
conduced  with  fuch  vigour  and 
effeft,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
world,  occafioned  much  complaint 

i\/r«    1.       J    and    cenfure   on    the 
March  2za.   rj      r  v  r.- 

nde  or  tneoppoution, 

and  a  motion  from  Sir  P.  J.  Gierke, 

that  the  account  Ihould  be  printed 

for  the  ufe  of  the   members.     He 

obferved  in  fupport  of  the  motion, 

that  from  the  great  length  of  the 

eltimate,    the  fingle  copy  on    the 

table  could  not  be  read,  much  lefs 

examined    or    comprehended,     by 

one  tenth   of  the    members,  until 

the  queftion    was    brought   before 

them   in   debate,  and  a  refolution 

propofed    to  be   pafied    blindfold 

upon  it.     He  faid  farther,  that  in 

a  matter  of  fuch  importance  to  the 

VvL.  xxir. 


public  at  large,  in  v/hich  every 
man  without  doors  as  well  as 
within  was  immediately  concernedj 
it  was  fair  and  necefiary,  that  they 
fliould  know  the  manner  in  which 
fuch  immenfe  fums  of  their  money 
were  difpofed  of. 

The  minifter  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion, as  new,  unprecedented,  ana 
diredlly  contrary  to  the  pradice  of 
the  Houfe.  The  elHinate  was  a 
matter  which  undoubtedly  con- 
cerned the  public  ;  but  he  could 
by  no  means  ado^it,  that  it  was 
therefore  to  be  fubmitted  to  tha 
difcUiSon  of  the  populace,  and  of 
the  cofFee-houfe  readers  of  newf- 
papers.  The  real  public,  were  ' 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  commons 
of  England  in  that  Houfe  j  they 
had  a  right  to  information  ;  but 
he  would  never  allow,  that  the 
people  without  doors  had  any  fuch 
right.  Hi  aifo  faid,  that  al- 
though he  was  not  prepared  to 
anfwer  it  precifely,  he  was  fully 
perfuaded  ar.d  confident,  that  the 
[/]  affer. 
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aflertion  was  rot  founded,  of  the 
prefent  account  of  extriordinaries, 
exceeding  that  of  any  year  of  the 
late  war.  But  it  was,  however, 
to  be  remembered,  that  the  vail 
dillance  of  the  feat  of  aftion,  mult 
r.eceffariiy  enhance  the  expences  of 
the  prefent  war. 

;^'On  the  other  {ide,  the  noble 
Ibrd  was  defifed  to  recolledl,  that 
if  the  motion  was  ne\V  and  unpre- 
cedented, fo  were  likewife  the  na- 
ture, the  conduft,  and  the  confc- 
quences,  fo  far  as  the  latter  had 
yet  appeared,  of  that  war  to  which 
the  requifition  related.  They  faid, 
that  the  prefent  enormous  ac- 
count of  more  than  two  millions, 
was  a  matter  not  only  of  the  moll 
rJarming  nature,  but  which  went 
diredlly  home  to  every  man  in 
England  ;  it  as  materially  afFefted 
rhole  without,  as  ihofe  v.'ithin  that 
Jloufe.  The  whole  body  of  the 
people  of  England,  whom  the 
noble  lord  politely  refrained  from 
calling  a  mob,  but  whom  he  de- 
fignated  under  the  terms  of  po- 
pulac-e,  and  ccjjce-bo'/e  readers,  were 
the  very  identical  perfons,  who 
were  to  pay  this  enormous  ac- 
count of  extraordinaries,  and  who 
feemed  therefore  to  have  fome 
right  to  be  informed,  and  even 
fatished,  as  to  the  expenditure  of 
their  own  money.  They  faid, 
that  the  extraordinaries  charged  on 
this  account,  amounted  to  very 
near  4GI.  a  man,  exclufive  of  the 
jO:an4iilg  pay,  clothes,  arms,  and 
arnmnnirion,  of  all  who  had 
fefv^d  ,iJi  the  American  army, 
during  the  year  ,  1778  ;  and  that 
thi^  fnormous  expence  '  vvas  in- 
curred in  a  year,  rjot  only  diftin- 
guiPaed  either,  for  ina6;'iv!ty,  or  ill 
fueceili  ;'.  hut  in  which  tliis  country 
had.  ftOt' hear  fo  many   foldiers   to 
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maintain  in  America,  as  fhe  had  itj 
the  two  preceding,  when  the  charge 
under  this  head,  did  not  reach  ro 
within  a  million  of  the  prelent  ac- 
count. 

The'  minifter,  and  his  ftientl*, 
controverted  fome  of  the  faifls  and 
calculations  made  on  the  other 
fide.  He  obferved  particularly, 
that  the  vaft  diftance  of  the  field 
of  aftion,  placed  him  under  a  ne- 
ceflityof  anfwering  the  bills  drawn 
upon  him  when  they  came ;  as 
without  that  degree  of  confidence 
on  the  fide  of  government,  with 
refpeft  to  thofe  who  were  en- 
trufted  with  the  care  and  fupply 
of  the  army,  it  would  he  im- 
pofhble  to  condufl  fo  vaft  and 
complex  a  bufinefs.  He  "allowed, 
that  he  could  not  pofTibly  anfwer 
for  the  fpecific  application  of  the 
extraordinaries  ;  out  he  had  no 
doubt  that  they  were  properly  ap- 
plied j  and  if  it  fliould  happen  in 
any  particular  inftance  to  be 
otherwife,  the  error,  impofition, 
or  peculation,  would  be  readily 
difcovered,  and  fpeedily  redrefled, 
v.'hen  the  particular  accounts  were, 
in  due  time,  received  and  exa- 
mined. 

He  Hill  perfifted  in  objedting  to 
the  printing  of  the  eftimates ;  and 
the  queftiun  being  put,  the  mo- 
tion was  rejefted  upon  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of  130  to  104. — 
The  fubjctt  of  the  extraordinaries 
wi's,  however,  prcdLidlivc  of  much 
fiibfequent  diicuflion,  as  well  with 
relpedl  to  particular  articles  of  the 
charge,  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
whole,  and  the  indecency,  which 
was  charged  in  very  fevere  terms, 
of  paffing  fo  enormous  a  fum  in 
the  lump,  by  a  fingle  vote,  without 
examination,  and  that  done  at  a 
late^hour,  and  in  a  thin  Houfe. 

The 
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A     '\tfih        The  Houfe  being  in     fympathy    in    defcribing  the    fuf- 
'P  '         '  ■    a  committee  on  £aft     ferings  and  death  of  his  brother. 


India  affairs,  foon  after  the  Ealler 
rect-fs.  Admiral  Pigot  entered  into 
a  decdilof  the  caufes  which  led  to, 
and  the  circumilances  which  at- 
tended, the  appointment  of  his 
brother,   the   late   Lord    Pigdt,   to 


the  affc(flion  and  warmth  with 
which  he  \indicated  his  condu<ft 
and  chara£li  r,  and  Hated  his  un- 
common public  and  private  vir- 
tues, was  no  lefs  laudable.  On 
that  ground,    to  fliew  the  clear  up- 


the  government  and  prefidcntlhip  riglunefs  and  immdveableincegri:/ 
of  Madrafs.  Having  Itated,  that  of  the  lace  lord,  he  ftated,  that  he 
ihe  great  objects  and  viows  of  the  had  been  ulrered  ten  lacks  of  pa- 
company  in  that  appointuienr,  goda's,  to  withold,  only  for  A 
were,  in  the  fuft  pUce,  the  re-  flinrt  given  time,  the  reinftatement 
iloration  oP  the  King  of  Tanjore  of  the  Kirig  of  Tanjore  ;  tha: 
to  the  throne  and  dominions  of  his  upon  his  refufal,  an  additional  of- 


anceilor?  ;  —  in  the  fecond,  the  pur- 
(uit  of  fuch  meafures  as  would  re- 
ftrain  the  rapacity  and  ambition  of 
the  nabob,  from  breaking  out 
into  fu;h  future  a<fls  of  violence 
and  injuftlce; — and  in  the  lad,  to 
endeavour  to  counteradt  and  re- 
medy that  undue,    alarming,  and 


fer  of  five  lacks  more  was  made 
and  refufed  ;  the  whole  bribe, 
amounting  in  value  to  about  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  Eng- 
li!h  fterling  money.  As  a  farther 
proof  and  illuftratioti  of  thi?  clean- 
nefs  of  hand  and  integrity  of 
heart,  and  how  far   the  late  lord 


dangerous    influence,    which    that  was  fuperior   to  that  general' cor- 

nabob     had     fo     facceifsfully     and  ruption,   which  (he  faid)   faps  the 

glaringly  ellablifhed,   in  the  Eng-  whole  foundation  of  the  company's 

lllh    council    and    govenimsnt    in  trade  and  government  at  Madfafs, 


that  fettlement 

He  then  proceeded  la  a  con- 
nected and  regular  iecail,  to  fhew 
the  meafures  purfaed  by  the  late 
lord,  for  anfvvering  the  purpofes, 
and  attaining  thf:  objcifls,  pro- 
pofed  by  his  appointment  ;  as  alfo 
the  confequences  of  thofe  mea- 
fures; taking  in,  of  courfe,  the 
raftoration  of  the  King  of  Tan- 
jore, the  approbation  of  the  coun- 
cil to  that  mearu"-',  the  fubfeqaint 
revolution  at  Madrafs,  the  violent 
feizure  and  coiifinemenc    of   Lord 


he  Ibewed  that  he  died  fo  little  en- 
riched by  his  then  government, 
that  his  fon-in-law,  IVIr.  Monck- 
ton,  had  been  under  a  neceffity  of 
{c'iling  all  his  liouk-s  and  effeils  in 
L";dia,  in  order  to  difcharge  the 
debts  which  he  had  contradled 
there.  And  yet,  faid  he,  what 
Wis  the  return  he  received  for  this 
fmgalar  coadudt  ?  for  having  no 
fingle  object  in  view  while  he  was 
in  India  but  the  interefts  of  the 
company,  and  a  pun6lual  com- 
pliance,  at  all  hazards,  with  their 


Pigo;'s  p^rfon,   under  a  great  and  in 'b unions  ?  His  perfonal  freedonx 

unufud     milita'-y      gu.trd,      thofe  Was  violently  and  difgracefully  in- 

mirked  aai  Ibiking  circumilances  vaded  ;  and  after  he'had  been  firil 

which  attended  his  lo'ig  imprifon-  deprived   of  his  liberty,  and    that 

m2nt,  and  his'death  finally,  in  the  h  s  life   feemed  for  many  monthi 

hands  of  the  confplrators.  to  have  been  fufpended  only  by  a 

While  he   Ihawed    the  greatell  fingle  hair,  he  was  ac  length  de- 

[/j  z  privei 
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prived  of  that  a! fo.— Would   any 
man  pretend  to  fay  how? 

Although  the  countenance  of  the 
committee  did  not  feem  to  indi- 
cate any  doubt,  with  refpeft  to  the 
fadls  or  circumflances  relating  to 
the  late  tranfaiSlions  at  Madrafs, 
the  admiral  defired  leave  to  calf  a 
iingle,  but  effential  evidence  to 
the  bar,  in  order  to  afford  a  clear 
demonllration  of  the  glaring  at- 
tempts which  were  made  to  in- 
fluence and  corrupt  the  council, 
and  to  bring  them  over  to  fupport 
the  nabob  in  his  deligns,  in  direft 
oppofition  to  the  orders,  as  well 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  com- 
pany. 

The  gentleman  brought  forward 
upon  this  occafion  was  a  Mr.  Daw- 
fon,  vvho  was  one  of  the  council 
of  Madrafs,  previous  to,  and 
during  the  time  of  the  revolution 
in  that  government.  His  evidence 
went  direftly  to  perfonal  applica- 
tions made  to  him  at  different 
times  by  the  nabob's  fon,  and,  as 
he  underftood  and  prefumed,  on 
the  part  of  his  father.  That  on 
one  of  thefe  occafions,  he  had 
been  offered  by  him  a  fpecific 
bribe,  amounting  to  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money,  only  for  flaying 
away  for  one  particular  day  from 
the  council,  on  which  a  queflion 
of  confequence  relative  to  Tanjore 
was  to  be  agitated.  And,  that 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces,  who  was  likewife  high  in 
the  council,  had  advifed  him  to 
abfent  himfelf  on  that  day,  as  was 
defired.  He  faid,  at  firft,  that  his 
memory  did  not  ferve  him  to  fix 
I  exaftly  the  precife  fum  which  had 
been  ofTered  as  a  bribe;  but  that 
he  was  fure,  it  was  at  leaft  a  lack 
of  rupees;  (which  amounts  to 
^out    i2,oool.)       Towards    the 
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ciofe  of  his  examination,  he,  how^- 
ever,  declared  pcfitively,  that  the 
ium  offered  was  a  lack  of  pagodas, 
(about  40,000!.)  and  not  a  lack  of 
rupees. 

Admiral  Pigot  then  moved  three 
refolutions,  ftating  the  matters  of 
faft,  relative  to  the  violence  firfl 
commitfed,  and  afterwards  con- 
tinued to  his  death,  on  the  perfon 
of  George  Lord  Pigot,  a  member 
of  that  Houfe,  in  his  arreft  and 
con^nement  by  and  under  a  mili- 
tary force. — Thenames  of  the  felf- 
created  council,  the  revolution 
they  efledted,  and  the  orders  they 
had  ifl'ued  to  the  military  on  that 
occafion. — Aiid,  the  orders  iflued 
by  the  company  from  hence,  for  the 
trial  by  courts- martial  of  thofe  of- 
ficers, who  had  arrefted  and  con- 
fined, under  a  military  force,  their 
governor  and  commander  in  chief, 
the  late  lord. 

Although  on  a  former  difcuflion  , 
of  this  fubjeft,  the  miniller  had 
feemed  little  difpofed  to  counte- 
nance any  thing  fimilar  to  the 
motions  now  made,  yet  on  the 
prefent  oceafion,  he  appeared  fo 
fenfible  of  the  fixed  opinion,  and 
general  difpofiion  of  the  Houfe  - 
upon  this  fubjedt,  that  he  made  no  ^ 
direft  oppofition  to  the  refolutions; 
and  only  objefted  to  thofe  words 
in  the  firft,  — "  being  a  member  of 
"  this  Houfe,"  which,  he  faid, 
as  no  breach  of  privilege  was  com- 
plained of,  might  better  be  omit- 
ted. This  objedion  was  not,  how- 
ever, lifiened  to  ;  and  the  three  re- 
folutions were  feparately  carried, 
nemine  contradicente. 

The  admiral  then  made  his  con- 
cluding motion  for  an  addrefs, — • 
♦*  Praying  his  Majeily,  that  he 
"  would  be  graciouily  plealed  to 
'*  give  diredions  to  his  attomey- 
"  general. 
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<*  general,  to  profecute  George 
*'  Stratton,  Henry  Brooke,  Charles 
••  Floyer,  and  George  Mackay, 
*•  Efquires,  for  ordering  their  go- 
**  vernor  and  commander  in  chief, 
*«  George  Lord  Pigot,  to  be  ar- 
**  relted  and  confined  under  a  mi- 
"  licary  force ;  they  being  re- 
*'  turned  to  England,  and  now 
**  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  his 
*'  Majefly's  courts  of  Weftminlkr 
*'  Hall." 

It  was  remarkable,  that  the  firft 
gentleman  named  in  the  addrefs, 
and  who  had  been  the  principal 
mover  and  ador  in  the  revolution 
at  Madrafs,  was,  at  this  critical 
inftant  of  time,  perfonally  prefent 
in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  which  he 
had  been  lately  returned ;  thereby 
verifying  the  prediction  which  had 
been  thrown  out  by  a  celebrated 
member  of  the  oppofition,  at  the 
time  that  this  bufinefs  wa^  formerly 
agitated  in  parliament.  That  gen- 
tleman, accordingly  entered  into 
fome  defence  and  j  unification  of 
his  own  conduft,  as  well  as  that 
of  his  colleagues  ;  refting  princi- 
pally upon  the  necefTity  of  the  mea- 
fure,  through  the  violent  and  ar- 
bitrary afts  which  he  attributed  to 
Lord  Pigot ;  and  flating  the  ap- 
probation which  it  received  from 
the  governor  and  council  of  Bengal, 
as  evidence  of  its  propriety.  This 
vindication  produced,  however,  fo 
little  effect,  that  the  prefent  mo- 
tion was  carried  as  unanjmoudy  as 
the  preceding ;  and  the  Houfe  be- 
ing then  refumed,  the  report  was 
inamediately  received  from  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  refolutions  without 
any  delay  confirmed. 

Notwithitanding  the  conftant  re- 
jedtion,  which  the  various  refolu- 
tions of  cenfure  upon  the  condud 
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and  government  of  the  naval  de- 
partment, propofed  by  Mr.  Fox, 
had  hitherto  met  with,  that  gen- 
tleman feemed  determined  not  yet 
to  abandon  his  purfuit,  and  to 
bring  forward  the  aggregate  of 
thofe  fafts,  real  or  prefumed,  con- 
tained in  all  the  former,  as  the 
foundation  of  a  new  motion,  which 
fliould  be  rendered  conclufive  by 
going  direftly  to  its  objedl.  Having 
accordingly  given  the  ufual  pre- 
liminary notice  before  the  Eafter 
recefs  of  his  intention,  he  moved 
an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  for  the 
removal  of  the  Earl  .  ...  , 
of  Sandwich  fronf  his  ^P''^  ^9tn» 
Majefly's  prefence,  councils,  and 
fervice,  on  account  of  mifconduft 
in  his  office,  as  firft  commiffioner 
of  the  admiralty,  and  of  the  ge- 
neral ill  Rate  of  the  navy  at  the 
moft  critical  feafons  under  his  ad- 
miniftration. 

As  the  mode  of  proceeding 
feemed  new,  and  lay  open  to  the 
following  difficult  train  of  ob- 
j^dion  and  reafonirig,  viz.  Have 
not  the  prefumed  fadts,  the  mo- 
tives, and  circumllances,  which 
are  now  laid  down  as  firm  ground 
to  proceed  on,  been  already  urged, 
and  already  rejefted,  by  as  many 
diltinft  negatives  when  they  were 
feparately  propofed?  Shall  v/Q  now 
agree  to  come  to  a  general  vote  of 
cenfure  upon  an  aceufation,  which, 
has  been  negatived  in  ail  its  con- 
ftituent  parts  ?  And  fliall  we,  as 
judges,  proceed  to  a  direft  cen- 
fure, and  confequent  puniihment, 
of  the  party  accufed,  after  we  have 
already  declared  to  all  the  world, 
that  not  one  of  the  allegations 
againft  him  is  true  ?—  Mr.  Fox  en- 
deavoured with  his  ulual  ability  to 
combat  thefe  objedions,  and  to 
leflen  their  future  effet^,  by  taking 

[/]  3  them 
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them  up  before  they  were  direftly 
appi'^d. 

He  argued,  that  although  the 
Houie  did  not  concur  in  a  vote  of 
cetaTiire  on  any  one  of  the  feparate 
grognds  of  acculation,  it  might 
well  concur  upon  the  whole  charge 
colleftively  taken.  The  great  waile 
of  the  public  money,  the  irapofi- 
tion  on  the  nation,  and  the  lofs 
and  danger  which  it  had  futtained, 
through  the  roifreprcfencaticns, 
and  delufive  promifes  held  out  by 
the  noble  lord  in  quellion,  our 
inadequate  ftate  of  defence  in  the 
preceding  month  of  June,  the  neg- 
Jeft  of  reinforcing  Lord  Howe,  at 
a  time  when  the  fate  of  our  Ame- 
rican fleet,  army,  and  of  our  fhare 
or  hope  in  that  continent,  nearly 
dept:nded  upon  it,  with  the  aban- 
doning of  our  trade  and  fortrefTes 
in  the  Mediterranean,  might  none 
of  them  fingly,  any  mere  than  of 
the  other  articles  of  accufation 
which  had  been  brought  forwards, 
contain  fufficient  cauleof  removal, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  in 
that  Houfe  :  but  taking  them  in 
the  aggregate,  they  would  furnifli 
matter  well  worthy  of  the  vote  of 
cenfure  which  he  propofed,  on  the 
clear  ground,  of  wilful  negleit,  or 
pf  grcfs  incapacity. 

The  reafon  of  fuch  a  mode  of  de- 
termining upon  a  complex  charge, 
he  faid,  was  obvious,  and  came 
plainly  and  fully  within  the  inqui- 
fjrorial  power  of  the  Houfe.  The 
floufe  was  competent  to  enquire, 
to  examine,  and  to  cenJLi.e.  They 
might  accufe,  but  could  no:  puniih. 
When  criminal  charges,  reciting 
fpecinc  offences,  were  made,  they 
pould  only  be  decided  upon  in 
courts  of  criminal  juflice.  On 
thefe  occafions  the  Houie  of  Cora- 
pTions,  upon  impeachmeuis,  htx  as 
6 


the  grand  inqneft  of  the  nation. 
The  prefent  proceeding  was  of  a 
different  nature,  and  not  having  a 
jhadow  of  criminality  attending  it, 
did  not  call  for  that  fpecificiuioa 
and  certainty,  which  thelawjullly 
and  vvilely  requires,  when  a  man 
is  queilioned  in  a  court  of  public 
judicature,  and  put  upon  a  trial, 
on  the  iffue  of  which  may  depend 
his  honour,  his  property,  and  his 
life. 

He  fiated  precedents  to  (hew  the 
ulage  of  the  Houfe  upon  fimilar  oc- 
cafions, particularly  with  refpeci  to 
complex  and- aggregate  charges; 
and  drew  the  line  accurately  be- 
tween removal  and  puniihment — 
Criminal  accufation,  and  charges 
only  of  cenfure.  He  then  went 
prcgrcffively  through  the  various 
charges  of  mifcondu(5>,  incapacity, 
ioporance,  or  wilful  negligence, 
which  he  laid  againfl  the  admi- 
ralty, as  arifing  merely  and  di- 
redly  from  thofe  uncontroverted 
parts  of  their  condud,  which  he 
pointed  out,  and  which  were  pub- 
licly known.  He  faid  the  bufinefs 
referred  to  them  for  their  confide- 
ration  might  he  comprized  within 
a  very  narrow  compafs.  The 
whole  might  be  included  in  a  few 
Ihort  queitiojis,  and  an  anfwer  of 
no  great  length. — Was  the  firfl 
lord  of  the  admiralty  equal  to  dif- 
charge  the  funf^ions  of  his  office, 
with  fafety  to  the  Hate,  and  with 
honour  to  the  nation  ?  Had  he 
hitherto  done  fo  t  Vv'hat  reafons 
are  there  for  fuppofmg,  that  he 
who  has  failed  in  the  performance 
of  every  part  of  his  paft  duty,  Ihall 
aft  more  wifely  or  capably  for  the 
future  ? — The  only  anfwer,  he  faid, 
that  could  be  deduced  from  fair  and 
impartial  reafoning,  fupported  by 
common  fenfe  and  experience,  muit 

ba, 
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be,  that  it  would  be  the  laft  degree  the  other  parts  of  his  conJufl  were 

of  folly  and  madnefs  to  expeft,  that  even  laudable,   and  that  no  other 

a    perliin,  who    by    his   ignorance  c^ufe  exilled  for  his  removal,    that 

and  groi's  mifcond'jdl,  had  brought  alone  was  of  fuch  importance  and 

pr  fufFered  this  country  to  fall  from  magniiude,  as  to  render  It  a  matter 

the  hiahelt  pinnacle  of  fame,  and  not.  only  of  expedience   and   wif- 

naval  glory,  to  the  lall  itage  of  na-  dom,   but,  in   the    prefent  circuni- 

tional   deoradarion,    weaUneis  and  ilances,  of  abfolute  neceffity. 
difgrace,   and  that  rapid  fall,  con-  This  brought  out  much  direft  or 

trary  to  every   principle  of  public  implied  cenfure  on  the  conduft  of 

opinion  and  experience,  jhould  nc-  Lord  Howe,  and  of  Admiral  Kep- 

verthckfs   become  at  once  fo  fud-  pel,  w!io  were  charged  with  fetting 

denly  illumined,   as  to  prove  equal  that  example,    and  fpreading  that 

to   the   arduous  taCc  of  redeeming  difcontentin  the  navy,  vvhich  were 

■her  from  that  calamity  and  danger,  fo  pernicious  to  their  country,  and 

and  of  reftoring  her  to  her  former  fo  dangerous  to  the  Hate.      For  al- 

^eputation  and  profperity.  though  the  minillers  thought  it  con- 

-■•    it  cannot  be  expeded,  after  what  venient  to   preferve   (in  their  owa 

we  have  already  feen  upon  this  fub-  perfons)  fome  terms  with  thofe  tvvo 

jeft,   that  any   new  ground  of  ar-  commanders,   particularly  the  for- 

gament,  excepting  merely  as  ari-  mer,   who,   (with  his  brother,  they 

iing  from  fome  new  charge,  could  wifhed  by  all  means  to  wean  or  di- 

have   been    opened  in    the  prefent  vert  from  that  enquiry  which  they 

debate.     Notwithftanding  the  dif-  were    bringing    forward    into    the 

tindion  fo  ingenioufly  ftated  of  the  condud  of  the  American  war)  yet 

feparate   and  collective   matter,  it  fome  of  thofe  who   were,  or  who 

was  evident,  that    the  real   merits  feemed    to   expecl   to   be  in   their 

of  the   caufe    had    been   difcufied  conf.denco,  were  fo  far  from  being 

and  decided  before  ;    and  that  this  guided  by  this  example,    that  they 

was  no  more  than  a  new  mode  of  miffed  no  occafion  during   the  {e{- 

bringing    the  fame   fubjed.   before  fion,  of  expreffing  their  fentiments 

thcHoufe,  without  the  violation  of  with  refpett   to  the  two  admirals, 

parliamentary   rules.       The   houfe  in  a  manner  which  carried  the  ap- 

had  already  pafTed   its  judgment;  pearance  of   fludied  and  premedi- 

and  the  public  had  paiTed  theirs.  tated  attack;  and  without  confining 

}>(    The  great  injury  to  the  nation  in  themfelves  to  prefent  m.atteT,  car- 

llafing   at   this   critical    feafon    the  ried  their  cenfures  back  to  the  paft 

fervices  o.f   her  beft  naval  officers,  military    and    profeflional   conduc^i: 


and  the  danger  to  which  fhe  was  ex- 
pofeJ  through  the  alarming  and  ge- 
neral diicontents  which  now  prevail- 
ed in  the  navy,  afforded  the  only 
...new  matter  that  was  brought  in 
{Mkipport  of  the  motion  ;  for  as  thefe 
"jjiisfortunes   were  charged   in    the 


of  thofe  ohicers.  It  was  now  ad- 
vanced, that  when  military  com- 
manders grew  too  great  for  the 
iUte,  and  fet  (o.,  high,  a  rate  upon 
their  fervices,  as  to  expert  a  com- 
pliance with  extraordinary  and  un- 
reafonable  conditions,  as  the  price 


molldirefi:  and  unqualified  terms  to     upon  which  they  would  exert  them 
•  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  it     in    the   defence   of   theiic  country, 
y<k"as  froqi  thence  infjfted,    that  if    fuch  propofals  ihouW  nut  only  bf 

U]  4,  rejei^vcd 


136]       ANNUAL   REGISTER,   1779; 


rejefted  with  that  contempt  and 
dildairi  which  they  deferved  ;  but, 
however  great  the  profeffional  me- 
rits of  the  propofers,  it  was  fitting, 
that  they  fhould  at  all  future  times 
continue  to  experience  the  juft  in- 
dignation of  their  country,  by  her 
conllantly  defpifing  thofe  fervices, 
which  they  had  witheld  in  the  hour 
of  h3r  diltrefs.  It  was  little  to  be 
doubted  or  apprehended,  they  faid, 
that  there  were  now,  and  would  be 
at  all  times,  a  fufEcient  number  of 
brave  and  experienced  officers  to 
be  found  in  the  Britifh  navy,  who 
only  wanted  to  be  brought  forward, 
in  order  efTciuially  to  ferve  their 
country,  and  whofe  zeal  and  loy- 
alty would  abundantly  compenfate 
for  the  abfence  of  thofe  who  had 
grown  beyond  her  fervice. 

This  heavy  charge  and  reproach, 
neceflarily  called  up  the  two  ad- 
mirals, to  a  juftification  of  their 
paft  and  prefent  conduft,  which 
led  of  courfe  into  a  freih  detail,  of 
the  late  and  immediate  tranfaftions 
between  them  and  the  admiralty  ; 
and  alfo  brought  out  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate,  partly  from  them, 
and  Hill  more  perhaps  from  others, 
no  fmall  ilure  of  exceedingly  bitter 
charge,  retort,  and  cenfure,  with 
refpedl  to  the  conduft  and  views  of 
the  minifiers  in  general,  and  of 
that  board  more  particularly,  in  all 
matters  that  related  to  the  military 
fervice.  They  faid,  that  a  vifible, 
fettled,  concerted,  and  fcarcely  dii"- 
avowed  fcheme,  was  now  in  full 
execution,  for  driving  from  the 
fervice  by  fea  and  land,  or  for  ru- 
ining while  in  it,  not  only  all  whig, 
or  popular,  commanders  and  offi- 
cers, but  all  thofe  gentlemen  of 
independent  fpirit  and  principles, 
who  ventured  to  think  for  them- 
felves  in  political  matters,  and  ho- 

.5 


neftly  to  difcharge  the  daty  which 
they  owed  to  their  country  as  fe- 
nators.  That  to  this  objedl  was 
facrificed,  along  with  the  means  of 
our  immediate  defence  and  fecurity, 
every  poffible  profpedl  and  hope  of 
fuccefs,  in  that  ruinous  and  dan- 
gerous civil  and  foreign  war,  in 
which  they  had  wickedly  involved 
the  nation.  And,  that  in  order  to 
palliate,  or  in  fome  degree  to  dif- 
guife,  this  atrocious  fcheme,  from 
the  obfervation  of  the  public,  their 
firft  meafure  was  an  attempt  to  ruin 
the  reputation  and  charader,  and 
thereby  to  deprive  of  their  popu- 
larity, and  to  ftrip  of  their  good 
name,  thofe  officers  whom  they 
had  fecretly  devoted  to  deftruftion. 
They  charged,  that  the  minifters 
finding  their  malice  and  treachery 
had  failed,  in  the  direft  attack 
which  they  had  made  on  the  life 
and  honour  of  Admiral  Keppel, 
after  all  the  pains  they  had  taken 
to  inveigle  him,  merely  for  that 
purpofe,  into  the  fervice,  they  had 
now  only  changed  their  mode, 
without  in  any  degree  abandoning 
their  purpofe,  fo  far  as  it  yet  ap- 
peared to  them  to  be  praflicable, 
and  were  now  indiredlly  trying  him 
a  fecond  time  at  Portfmout'K,  under 
the  mockery  of  trying  his  accufer, 
againfl:  whom  there  wa:s  no  charge 
laid,  nor  profecutor  to  fupport  it  if 
there  was.  They  afked  to  what 
other  purpofe  the  inftitution  of  that 
trial,  circumftanced,  and  attended 
with  fuch  extraordinary  manoeuvres 
as  it  was,  could  poffibly  be  attri- 
buted, excepting  to  the  vain  hope, 
of  diredting  fome  fide  wind  from 
thence  which  might  affecl  the  rcr 
putation  of  the  admiral,  and  that 
the  acquittal  of  their  favourite| 
might,  under  their  fanftion,  autho- 
rity and  management,  be  |)erverte4 
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to  the  purpofe  of  raifing  fome  fuf- 
picions,  injurious  to  the  honour  of 
thofe  able  and  diitinguifhed  officers, 
who  had  either  compofed  the  court 
by  which  he  was  tried,  or  afforded 
that  evidence  which  difplayed  to 
all  the  world  the  iniquity  of  the 
profecution  ?  For  the  admiral,  they 
faid,  had  refufed,  and  difdained, 
to  profecute  his  accufer  ;  and  no- 
thing lay  againft  him  but  the  re- 
cord of  that  fentence,  of  having 
carried  on  an  unfounded  and  mali- 
cious profecution  againft  his  com- 
mander ;  and  that  fentence,  no  fu- 
ture court  could  reverfe,  no  trial 
acquit  from,  nor  no  power  undo. 
But  this  attempt,  they  faid,  would 
be  found  as  vain  as  it  was  wi  ked  ; 
and  the  admiral's  reputation,  as 
well  as  the  honour  of  thofe  brave 
ofiicers,  were  far  beyond  their 
reach,  and  fnperior  to  all  the  efFc£ls 
of  their  malice. 

It  will  not  be  fuppofed  that  fuch 
charges  were  not  anfwered  or  re- 
turned with  equal  acrimony.  They 
were  faid  to  be  fo  falfe,  fo  extrava- 
gant, fo  abfurd,  and  fo  monftrous, 
that  they  could  only  have  origi- 
nated, from  the  rage  of  difappoint- 
ment,  the  madnefs  of  party,  and 
the  malevolence  of  faftion.  It  was 
infifted,  that  the  admiralty  had  be- 
haved with  the  greatell  candour  and 
fairnefs  with  refpedl  to  the  two 
ofiicers  in  quelhon.  The  admiral 
had  been  acquitted,  and  his  honour 
thereby  happily  cleared.  So  far, 
if  the  admiralty  had  not  afted 
merely  officially,  he  would  have 
owed  them  a  favour,  for  affording 
him  an  opportunity,  which  re- 
dounded Co  much  to  his  advantage. 
As  to  his  adverfary,  was  he  to  be 
denied  that  equal  juflice,  which 
was  fo  fairly  dillributed  to  Admiral 
Seppel  ? — Was  a  trial,  in  the  one 
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cafe,  an  injury,  and  in  the  other, 
a  favour  f  If  the  vice-admiral  was 
innocent,  it  was  equally  fitting  and 
jull,  that  his  honour  fhould  like- 
wife  be  cleared  ;  or  if  guilty,  it  was 
highly  necefTary  that  he  (hould  be 
made  amenable  to  the  juftice  of  his 
country. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  quef- 
tlon  at  a  late  hour,  vi'hen  the  mo- 
tion was  rejefled  by  a  m^ority  of 
221,  to  118,  who  voted  for  the 
removal  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty. 

The  noble  brothers  who  lately 
commanded  on  the  American  fer- 
vice,  had  omitted  no  occafion 
during  the  courfe  of  the  feffion,  of 
preffmg  in  the  itrongeft  terms,  for 
an  enquiry  into  the  condudl  of  the 
war,  fo  far  particularly,  as  they- 
were  themfelves  immediately  con- 
cerned. They  fupported  this  ur- 
gency of  application,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  the  meafure,  upon  the 
different  grounds,  of  public  utility, 
and  of  particular  jullice.  They 
flated  it  to  be  a  matter  of  great  na- 
tional importance,  that  the  real 
caufes  of  our  failure,  hitherto, 
of  fuccefs,  might  be  thoroyghly 
known  and  underllood  ;  as  a  pro- 
per application  of  that  knowledge, 
could  only  afford  any  rational  hope 
of  greater  advantage  in  the  further 
profecution  of  the  war.  It  was 
likewife  a  fatisfadion  due  to  the 
people,  for  the  heavy  lofles  they 
had  fuftained,  and  the  immenfe  ex- 
pences  they  were  at,  to  let  them 
fee  the  true  flate  of  their  affairs  ; 
as  it  would  be  a  farther  affurance 
and  encouragement  to  them  to  dif- 
cover,  that  the  caufes  were  removed, 
which  had  hitherto  difappointed 
their  expefiations.  With  refpedt 
to  themfelves,  their  endeavours  to 
ferve  their  country,  had  been  pro- 
duftive 
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du^live  of  fuch  a  torrent  of  invec- 
tive, and  unceafing  obloquy,  as 
had  not  perhaps  been  equalled  in 
any  former  period  ;  although  mi- 
nifters  themfelves  Were  filenc,  and 
had  not  ventured  to  bring  any 
charge  agalnfl;  any  part  of  their 
conduft,  they  had  lull  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, and  the  world  held  the  fame 
opinion,  that  this  abufe  proceeded 
wholly  frjm  their  hireling  emif- 
faries,  nnd  penj'ioneJ  writers.  Their 
condudhad  likevvii'e  been  publicly 
arraigned  in  that  Houfe,  by  per- 
fons  either  iu  office,  or  who  were 
at  leaft  known  to  be  in  the  confi- 
dence and  favour  of  minifters; 
whilft  the  latter,  thoroughly  fen- 
fible  as  they  were  of  the  injuftice  of 
the  cenfure,  and  with  the  foil  means 
of  their  juftificatlon  in  pofTcffion, 
ufed  not  th(e  faiallell  effort  for  that 
purpofe.  On  thefe  grounds,  they 
were  under  a  necefhty,  they  faid, 
of  demanding  a  parliamentary  en- 
quiry :  that  if  any  blame  was  due 
in  the  condufl  of  the  American 
war,  it  might  be  applied  to  its  pro- 
per ohjeift  ;  and  if  they  were  to- 
tally clear  from  it,  as  they  truQed, 
they  might  thereby  obtain  juftice, 
in  the  vindication  of  their  honour 
and  character. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  minifters, 
among  other  caufes,  objefted  to 
the  enquiry,  as  being  totally  need- 
lefs.  Government  had  laid  no 
charge  againrt  the  noble  brothers; 
and  on  the  contrary,  feveral  parts 
of  their  condudl  had  met  its  appro- 
bation. As  to  the  abufe  or  char- 
ges Contained  in  nev/fpapers  or 
pamphlets,  anymore  than  the  opi- 
nions held,  or  cenfures  thrown  out 
by  individuals,  whether  v/ithin  or 
without  doors,  they  could  not  furely 
be  confidered  of  futficienc  mcmenr, 
to  authorize  the  bringing  out  of  an 
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enquiry,  which  muft  nece/Tarlly 
break  in  fo  prodigioufly  upon  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  fioufe, 
and  that  in  a  fedlon,  when  there 
was  already  fo  much  bufmefs  of 
importance  before  them,  and  fo 
much  more  (fill  in  expeftation,  or 
at  leaft  within  the  line  of  probable 
contingency.  A-  to  themfelves, 
whatever  their  private  opinions  in 
certain  matters  mi^ht  be,  they  had 
no  fliare  in  any  attacks  that  were 
made  upon  the  charafleis  of  the 
noble  brothers  without  doors,  nor 
arraignments  of  their  condudl  with- 
in. Of  thefe  matters  they  were  to- 
tally innocent. 

Altho*  the  minifters  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  enquiry,  they,  however, 
acquiefced  in  the  motions  for  laying 
the  American  papers  before  the 
Houfe ;  which  were  accerdingly 
brought  forward  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  continued  on  the  table 
during  a  great  part  of  the  fefTion.  In 
thefe  were  included  the  whole  corrc- 
fpondence  between  the  minifters, 
and  the  commanders  on  the  main 
fervice  in  America,  from  about  the 
time  of  Sir  William  Howe's  arrival 
at  Bollon,  in  the  year  1775,  to  his 
return  from  Philadelphia,  in  177?; 
together  with  a  great  number  of 
accounts,  returns,  and  other  pa- 
pers, tending  to  (hew  the  flate, 
number,  efFeclive  ftrength,  and 
condition  of  the  army,  at  different 
periods  of  the  intermediate  time  j 
their  real  movements  and  opera- 
tions;  as  well  as  the  different 
plans  of  adlion  which  had  been 
propofed,  dlfcuffid,  or  concerted, 
by  the  minifters  and  generals.  j 

General    Burgoyne  was    no   lefs      \ 
importunate  in  chis  fefTion,  than  he      I 
had  been  ever  f:nce  his  return,  for 
an  enquiry  into   his  own   conduft, 
and  into  all  matters  relative  to  sha     i: 
Cand^4 
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Canada  expedition.  We  have  al- 
ready feen,  that  his  particular  fitu- 
a,ilon  under  the  convention  of  Sa- 
jjatoga,  hid  been  laid  down  as  an 
isiXuperabl'v  obilacle  to  his  gratifica- 
tion in  that  refped  ;  and  it  may  be 
conceived  from  obvious  caufes,  that 
his_  complaints  and  applications 
yvpre  now  full  as  little  attended  to 
SIS  thoTe  of  the  other  commanders. 
The  '  northern  expedition,  was, 
however,,  fo  conneded  in  its  con- 


a  foldier  by  Sir  William  Howe  | 
yet,  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  who  had  all  along  expreffed 
the  utmoll  difapprobation  of  the 
enquiry,  was  ftill  determined  to 
quafh  it.  It  was  faid  in  general, 
that  there  had  been  no  neceflity, 
nor  even  occafion  at  any  time  for 
the  enquiry  ;  but  that  if  there  had, 
that  ncceffity  or  occafion  was  now 
fully  removed,  as  well  by  the  able 
explanation  of  his  conduft  given 


fequences   with    the  operations  of    by  the  honourable  general,  as  by 
the  grand  army,  and  they  fo  ma-     the  papers  before  them.     That  a 


terially  afFedled  the  event  and  ge- 
neral fortune  of  the  war,  that  it 
was  not  eafy  to  feparate  matters  fo 
bjended  in  any  courfe  of  enquiry  ; 
and  this  difficulty  was  increaled  by 
the  circumllance,  that  Sir  William 
Howe  had  been  fpecifically  ar- 
raigned both  within  doors  and 
ivithout,  for  undertaking  the  fou- 
thern  expedition,  at  the  time  that 
he  fhould  have  waited  to  facilitate 
and  fupport  the  operations  of  the 
other  army  on  the  north  river. 
Jjlenera!  Bargoyne  accordingly  fei- 


moft  every  part  of  the  correfpon- 
dence  went  to  ihew,  the  utmoft  fa- 
tisfadion  of  government,  and  its 
warmeft  approbation  with  lefpe^ 
to  the  fcrvices  of  the  two  noble 
commanders ;  that  the  perfonal  de- 
clarations of  the  miniftcrs  fhewed 
that  they  ilill  retained  the  fame 
fentiments  ;  and  that  a  doubt  could 
not  be  entertained  in  the  committee 
on  the  fubjeft.  That  without  re- 
gard to  occafion,  the  commanders 
had  hitherto  been  indulged  in 
bringing  forward  every  thing  they 


zed   this  opportunity  of   bringing     propofed,   merely   to   fati^fy   their 
forward    his  own   bufinef<;,  as  ne-     delicacy;    but   that  end  being  at 


celTdrily  belonging  to  and  infepara- 
ble  from  the  reit ;  fo  that  the  Houfe 
was  in  pofTefrion  of  the  vvhol? 
correfpondence  of  the  three  com- 
manders, and  of  all  the  documents 
jlCfJative  to  the  different  fervices, 
Arx^M  „  .u        Although  the  Houfe 

April  20tt1.     ,      ,  ^  r    r 

■'         had  gone  to  far  as  to 

jform  itfelf  into  a  committee  for  en- 

„quiring   into  the  conduct    of   the 

American   war  ;    had  made  a  pre 


tained,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  pur- 
fue  the  fubjed  any  farther ;  there 
was  neither  charge  nor  accufer ; 
and  it  would  be  merely  combating 
a  iliadow. 

But  they  went  farther,  and  con^ 
tended,  that  if  matters  had  been 
different,  and  that  an  accufation 
had  been  really  laid  againft  theof-^ 
ficers,  that  Houfe  was  totally  in- 
competent to  any  enquiry  into,  or 


vious  application   to  the  Houfe  of  any  decifion  upon  military  matters, 

,,iJLords  for   the  attendance  of  £arl  Military  charges  and  accufations, 

aCprnwaliis,    as  an  evidence,    and  muRbe  enquired  into,   tried,    and 

,Jvad  liitened  for  two  hours,  with  the  decided  upon,  in  their  own  proper 

greateft  attention,  to  the  very  clear  courts;    and   no   where   elfe.       It 

and  able  narrative  of  his  condaft,  would  be  in  the  highefl  degree  abr 

delivered  in  the  plain  eloquence  of  iuidtc  fuppofe,  that  gentlemen  fitr 
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ting  in  that  Houfe,  fhould  pretend 
to  judge  oi  the  proper  diflribution 
of  a  large  military  force  ;  of  the 
movements  of  columns,  the  evolu- 
"  tions  of  brigades,  or  the  good  or 
bad  difpofitions  made  in  a  field  of 
battle.  The  minifter  feeraed  to 
think,  that  the  condudlof  minifters 
was  the  latent  objeft  of  the  enquiry, 
with  a  view  of  injuring  them  by  a 
fide  wind  ;  of  trying  them  in  an 
oblique  and  i^diredl  manner  ;  if 
that  was  the  objeift,  he  defined  it 
might  be  declared  ;  that  the  ac- 
cufer  {hould  Hand  forth,  avow  his 
charge,  and  compel  them  to  an- 
fwer.  When  that  was  avowed, 
minifters  would  know  the  accufer 
and  the  accufation  ;  and  they  would 
know  in  what  manner  to  make 
their  defence.  If  that  was  not 
the  objedl,  a  further  purfuit  of 
the  enquiry  would  be  futile  and 
needlefb. 

With  a  view  to  the  incompe- 
tency of  the  Houfe  in  military 
matters,  upon  Sir  William  Howe's 
motion  for  the  examination  of  Earl 
Cornwallis,  the  queftion  was  put 
to  him,  "  upon  wliat  points  he 
"■  meant  to  interrogate  the  noble 
"  lord  ;"  to  which  the  general  re- 
plied, "  to  the  general  conduct  of 
"  the  American  war  ;  to  military 
**  points  generally  and  particular- 
f  ly."  Thefe  words  were  eagerly 
feized  by  the  minifter,  who  work- 
ing them  up  with  the  original  into 
the  form  of  an  amendment,  under 
that  colour  nearly  framed  a  new 
motion,  which  he  knew  carried  its 
own  rejeftion  along  with  it.  The 
words  of  the  motion  in  that 
ftate  were  — "  That  Lord  Corn- 
5/  wallis  be  called  in  and  examined 
*'■  relative  to  general  and  particu- 
*'  lar  military  points,  touching 
^'  the  general  conduiTt,  of  ..the  +'\rae- 
f^jrican  war," 


There  was  fcarcely  any  thing 
during  the  feflion  that  drew  out 
fuch  feverity  of  cenfure,  and  even 
of  reprc^ch,  as  this  manoeuvre,  or, 
as  it  was  teemed,  trick,  in  debate, 
now  did.  It  was  faid,  that  fo 
fhamelefs  and  palpable  an  evafion 
of  enquiry  and  truth,  and  fo  bare- 
faced an  acknowledgment  of  guilt, 
had  never  been  ventured  upon  by 
any  other  minifter,  nor  could  not 
have  been  endured  at  any  other 
period.  The  degraded  fituation  of 
the  noble  lord,  which  reduced  him 
to  the  neceffity  of  adopting  fo 
ihameful  a  meafure,  in  order  to 
fcreen  his  affociates,  and  the  open 
acknowledgmentwhich  itincluded, 
that  he  durft  not  venture  to  truft, 
even  his  own  ftanding  majority 
with  their  guik,  was  expreffed  in 
thofe  terms  of  pity,  which  convey 
the  foreft  ideas  of  contempt  and  ri- 
dicule. 

It  was  contended,  that  the  two 
objefts  were  fo  clofely  united,  that 
there  was  not  a  poUibility,  in  the 
prefent  enquiry,  of  feparating  the 
conduft  of  the  minifters,  and  of 
the  military  commanders.  No  opi- 
nion could  be  formed  with  refpe6l 
to  the  former,  without  knowing 
how  far  their  plans  were  or  were 
not  prafticable  ;  nor  of  the  latter, 
without  knowing  and  meafuring 
the  means  which  had  been  put  into 
their  hands.  And  from  whom  was 
this  information  to  be  fought  or 
obtained,  but  from  thofe  ofticers 
who  had  ferved,  on  the  fpot,  and 
who  being  employed  in  endeavour- 
ing to  carry  thofe  plans  into  exe- 
cution, were  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  fufficiency  or  deficiency  of 
the  means,  as  well  as  with  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  impediments 
which  were  oppofed  to  them  ?  Se- 
veral queftions  would  come  before 

the 
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the  committee,  which  were  merely 
political  and  deliberative  ;  and 
thefe  could  only  be  decided  upon, 
by  taking  the  opinion  of  profef- 
lional  men  on  the  fpot ;  men  who 
knew  the  country,  were  informed 
of  the  nature  of  the  refiftance  ex- 
pefted  to  be  made,  and  the  real 
motives  which  gave,  or  did  not 
give,  a  preference  to  the  meafures 
purfued,  before  others  which  might 
he  propofed.  To  flop  fuch  inform- 
ation, therefore,  by  a  vote  of  that 
Houfe,  was,  in  fai^,  the  convert- 
ing parliament  into  a  fcreen,  for 
preventing  an  enquiry  into  the 
condudl  of  adminiilration  ;  for  if 
the  commander  had  aftcd  right, 
it  neceffarily  followed,  that  the 
meafures  of  policy  were  didlated  by 
weaknefs  and  ignorance,  as  they 
were  now  attempted  to  be  covered 
by  the  moil  fhameful  and  criminal 
evafion  and  impofition. 

The  point  of  order  was  ftrongly 
infilled  on,  and  this  was  faid  to  be 
the  firft  inftance  in  the  annals  of 
parliament,  in  which  the  reference 
of  any  order  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
committee,  was  clogged  with  any 
amendment  or  condition  whatever 
in  that  committee.  The  order  of 
the  Houfe  was  fpecific,  for  the  at- 
tendance on  that  day,  and  the  ex- 
amination of  Lord  Cornwallis  ; 
and  the  amendment  imported  a 
negative  to  that  order,  and  ac- 
cordingly went  to  a  fubftantial  con- 
tradlftion  of  it.  Thus  was  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
facrificcd,  and  their  orders  treated 
with  a  contempt,  which  would  re- 
duce them  in  all  future  times  to 
the  condition  of  wafte  paper,  merely 
to  fave  minifters  from  that  punifli- 
ment,  which  they  had  fo  juftly  me- 
rited, and  which  the  ruin  they  had 
brought  upon  their  country  fo  loud' 


]y  called  for.  It  was  lamented, 
that  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  fhould 
pofFefs  fo  baneful  an  influence,  and 
apply  it  to  fo  deplorable  a  purpofe, 
as  to  induce  them  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner to  a  furrender  of  their  own  in- 
herent privileges  ;  and  thus  to  efta- 
blifh  a  precedent,  which  maft  go 
to  the  banifhment  of  all  order  and 
regulation  from  their  future  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  the  introduction 
of  anarchy  and  confufion. 

A  general  officer,  who  had  ac- 
quired great  reputation  in  the  late 
war  in  Germany,  who  was  evca 
then  near  the  top  of  his  profeffion, 
in  point  of  rank,  and  Vv/ho  had 
iince  filled,  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  eminence,  one  of  the  higheft 
civil  departments  of  the  ftate, 
called  upon  the  minifters  to  de- 
clare, whether  they  denied  the 
competence  of  the  Houfe  to  infli- 
tute  or  proceed  upon  fuch  an  en- 
quiry? He  dared  them  to  the  affer- 
tion  ;  and  protefted,  that  during 
thirty  years  he  had  fat  in  parlia- 
ment, he  never  favv  fo  grofs  an  at- 
tempt to  violate  the  inherent  and 
ccnftitutional  privileges  of  that 
Houfe  ;  v.'hether  with  refpefl  to 
the  breach  of  order,  or  to  what 
was  of  infinitely  greater  import- 
ance, the  denying  rhat  Houfe  to 
have  a  right  of  inquifitorial  jurif- 
didion  over  every  department  of 
■theftate,  every eftablifhment,  whe- 
ther civil,  military,  or  criminal. 

The  minifter's  amendment  was, 
however,  carried  upon  a  divifion» 
though  by  a  fmaller  majority  than 
might  perhaps  have  been  expefted 
in  Co  full  a  houfe,  the  numbers 
being  189  to  155. 

The  debate  was  again  renewed 
on  the  main  queftion,  whether  the 
motion  io  amended  fhould  pafs, 
when  the  queftion  being  called  fbr,  ic 

wa5 
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was  rejefled,  although  by  a  fmaller  matter  of  complaint   and  ,  re4r,eC», 

majority  than  on  the  preceding  di-  fupported  with  great  vigour.         .) 

vifion,  the  numbers  being  180  to  The  minifter  and  his  frierids  had 

J58.     A  gentleman  of  the  oppofi-  taken    but    little    notice    of    the 

tion  then  moved,  in  the  terms  of  charges  with  refpeft  to   the  point 

the  original   order  of  the  Houfe,  of  order,  which  had  been  foltrongly 

That  Lord  Cornwallis  be  called  in,  urged  by  the  other  fide  in  the  com- 

*'  and    examined    refpedling     the  niittee  j    and   he    now    apparently 

*'  fubjeft  matter  of  the  papers  re-  left  room  open  for  an  apoloey  oti 

*'  ferred  to  faid  committee."  This  that  ground,   by  an  aclcnowiedg^ 

motion    was    negatived   without   a  raent  chat  he  was  not  fully  prepared 

divjfion.     And    thus    the    enquiry  on    that    fubje^i.       He,    however, 

feemed  to  have  been  laid  to  fleep  faid,  that  he  confidetcd  committees 

for  ever.    The  committee  was  not,  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  Houfe 

however,  diffolved ;  for  although  a  icfel,^,    as    nearly    ana.lagous,    and 

motion  for  that  purpofe  had  been  their  powers  co-extenfive  ;  fp  that 


propofed  early  in  the  debate  by  a 
noble  lord  in  office,  it  had  been 
withdrawn  at  the  miniller's  defire, 
who  preferred  this  fcheme  of  ma- 
nagement which  we  have  feen.    In 


;n  reaJity,  the  difference  betweea 
the  Orders  of  one,  and  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  other,  was  merely  in 
terms,  as  they  fubftantially  im- 
ported the  fame  thing.  They  were. 


Ihiftnefs,   the  committee  was  open  on  queftions  of  importance,  equally 

to  receive  any  tellimony   tending  well  attended  ;  and  the  difference,- 

to   the  elucidation   of  the  papers  in    his    apprehenfion,'    was    little 

before  them,  excepting  that  tefti-  more,    than  whether   the    fpeaker 

mony  related  to  military  matters ;  was  in  the  chair,  or  whether  one 

and  the  whole  fubjed  of  thofe  pa-  of  the   members  prefided  for  the 

pers  v/as  military.  time  in  his  place. 

The  oppolition  were,  however.  On  the  queition  of  competency 

determined  not  to  let  this  ftate  of  he  was    now    remarkably    tender, 

things  reft  in  abfolute  quiet;  and  and  did  not  at  all  puih  that  roat- 

to  try  how  far  the  Houfe  could,  ter  as  he  had   done  in   the  com- 

upon  recolleftion,  and  in  its  proper  mittee.       He    began    to   perceive 

form,  fubmit  to  fuch  an  apparent  that   fuch    a    principle   once    laid 

contempt  and  rejeftion  of  its  au-  down  might  go  to  great  lengths, 

thority,   by   a  committee,  a  crea-  and  fuch  as  might  prove  highly  in- 

ture  of  its  own  making,  and  fur-  convenient  to  minilters  themfelves. 

nifhed  only  with  confined  and  tern-  But  with  refpefl  to  the  impropriety 

porary  po>-\?ers,  direded  to  a  parti-  of  examining  witnelTes  on  military 

cuUr  objeft,  and  revocable  at  plea-  quelUons,    he    was    diffafe  ;     and 

■^         J       fure.    The  bufinefs  was  feemed  to  lay  all  his   ftrength  id 

^  3    ■      accordingly    introduced  that  point.     He  obfervcd,  that  as 

a  few  days  afcer,  by  a  recital  of  the  the  evidence  muft  be  ex  parte,  \i 

tranfaft'ons   which    had    paiTed    in  could   never   be    deemed,    by  any. 

the  committee,  and  a  renewal  of  rule  of  re.ifon,  fanctlon  of  prece-, 

the  motion  for  the  examination  of  dent,  or  confiiliency  with  the  regii- 

Lord  Cornwallis,    and  the  whoje  lar  proceedings  of  judicature,  fuffi-, 

cientiy 
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ciently  full  and  conclufive,  either 
for  acquittal  or  cenfure.  It  might 
furnifh  a  good  ground  for  belief  or 
perfuafion  ;  but  from  the  nature  of 
the  evidence,  as  vVell  as  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  would  be  delivered, 
no  man  in  that  Houfe,  or  with- 
Ottt,  could  lay  any  other  ftrefs 
upon  it,  or  give  it  any  higher  de 
gree  of  credit,  than  merely  what 
ex  parte  evidence  was  enntied  to  in 
the  firft  inftance,  and  what  tefti- 
mony,  not  delivered  upon  oath, 
was  entitled  to  in  the  fecond.  And 
that,  therefore,  neither  the  cenfure 
nor  acquittal  of  the  honourable 
general,  by  a  vote  of  that  Houfe, 
would  be  capable  of  changing,  in 
a  iingle  inftance,  the  opinions  al- 
ready formed  upon  that  fubjed. 

He  had  accordingly  always  held, 
and  ftill  retained  his  opinion,  that 
enquiries  into  the  conduit  of  mili- 
tary men,  were  exceedingly  impro- 
per in  that  Houfe.  V/hen  fuch 
occafions  occurred,  military  courts 
were  provided  by  the  conttitution 
for  the  piirpofe.  He  confidered  a 
court-martial  as  the  only  tribunal, 
where  the  party  accufed  could  pro- 
cure fubftantial  reparation  for  his 
injured  honour,  and  where,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  cafe  of  failure  or 
neglect,  the  juflice  of  the  nation 
could  be  legally  and  conftitutionally 
fatisfied. 

He  alfo  obferved,  that  if  under 
the  appearance  of  an  enquiry  into 
the  condudl  of  military  officers,  it 
was  intended  to  bring  charges  of 
negledl  or  incapacity  againft  mlni- 
fters,  he  could  not  but  confider  it 
as  an  exceedingly  unfair  mode  of 
proceeding.  No  man  had  yet 
avowed  that  denpn.  And  yet  he 
could  not  lee,  what  other  motives 
there  could  be,  for  urging  the  pre- 
fent  enquiry  fardier.     Tiie  Houfe 


had  undoubtedly  an  inquifitorial 
power  to  enquire  into  and  cenfure 
the  conduft  of  minifters  ;  but  he 
trailed  their  conduit  was  not  to  ba 
decided  upon  by  the  evidence  of 
military  men  ;  much  lefs  vvheti 
that  evidence  was  profefledly  given 
on  military  meafures,  which  they 
had  neither  planned  nor  executed. 
If,  however,  any  fpecific  accufa- 
tion  was  brought  againft  minifters» 
as  one  of  his  IVIajelly's  confidential 
fervants,  he  was  ready  to  have 
vvitnefies  inftantly  called  to  the 
bar,  provided  the  matter  on  which 
they  were  to  be  examined  was  pre- 
viouily  Hated,  and  was  fuch  as  di-» 
ledlly  and  fpecifically  pointed  to 
any  one  particular  meafure  of  ad- 
miniftration. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  laid 
down  as  a  clear  and  indifputable 
rule  of  proceeding  in  that  Houfe, 
that  a  committee  was  always  bound 
by  the  order  of  reference  made  to 
it;  otherwife,  there  would  be  two 
contradictory  powers  and  clafhing 
jurifdiftions  in  the  fame  body  ;  a 
doftrine  too  abfurd  and  monflrous 
to  be  heard  or  endured.  A  great 
part  of  their  bufinefs  was  tranfadled 
by  committees,  particularly  by 
committees  of  the  whole  Houfe  j 
if,  therefore,  it  fhould  be  adopted 
as  parliamentary  law,  that  what 
the  Houfe  entertained  in  one  in- 
ftance and  referred  to  a  committee, 
was  fo  far  controulable  by  that 
committee,  as  that  the  latter  had 
an  option  to  difobey  the  order  of 
reference,  all  bufinefs  would  be  at 
an  end  ;  and  as  ofren  as  clrcum- 
ftances  afforded  a  pretence,  the 
proceedings  of  that  Houfe  would 
be  involved  in  endlefs  confuiion, 
and  in  conrefts  with  itfelf.  The 
Houfe  was  therefore  called  upon, 
and   requefted  ferioufly   to  reflrfct 

and 
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and  consider,  the  fatal  confequences 
that  would  neceflarily  enfue,  if  it 
did  not  preferve  a  proper  con- 
troul  over  its  feveral  conftituent 
parts. — The  queftion  they  were  to 
decide  upon  was  Ihort  and  plain, 
but  it  included  much  matter  :  —  ft 
was  limply  this ;  Shall  the  Houfe 
controul  and  diredl  a  committee 
appointed  by  itfelf,  or  flTall  they 
controul  and  direft  the  Houfe  ? 

The  ground  of  propriety,  with 
refpeft  to  military  enquiries  in  that 
Houfe,  was  not  only  abundantly 
fupported,  but  covered  with  a  fu- 
perfiuity  both  of  arguments  and  of 
precedents.  The  debate,  however, 
hung  yet  in  fufpence,  when  the 
unexpefled  part  taken  by  a  gentle- 
man high  in  office,  and  clofely 
connefted  v/ith  a  ftrong  and  power- 
ful party,  fuddenly  turned  the 
ballance.  That  gentleman  de- 
clared, that  although  it  was  with 
infinite  reluftance  that  he  differed 
in  opinion  with  the  two  noble 
lords  in  adminiftration,  yet  he 
could  not  avoid  thinking  the  con- 
dudt  of  the  committee,  even  at  the 
time,  very  extraordinary.  He  had, 
however,  fome  doubts  upon  the 
fubjeft,  which  occafioned  his  going 
away,  without  fpeaking  or  voting, 
on  that  night.  But  thefe  doubts 
were  now  totally  removed.  For  as 
he  confidered  certain  words  (which 
he  recited)  that  hnd  fallen  from 
the  American  minifter  in  the  pre- 
fent  debate,  as  a  direft  charge  and 
accufation  againll  the  commander 
in  chief,  he  Ihould  think  it  an  aft 
of  the  greateft  cruelty  and  injullice 
if  the  prefent  motion  was  not  paff- 
ed,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportu- 
nity for  his  vindication  and  de- 
fence. 

Thefe  words  operated  like  a 
charm.   Nothing  would  afterwards 
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be  Hftened  to  from  the  other  fide. 
The  minifter  attempted  feveral 
times  to  fpeak,  but  in  vain.  A  com- 
plete revolution  was  effefted  ;  and 
the  enquiry,  which  a  few  days  before 
had  been  rejefted  by  a  majority, 
was  now  refumed,  with  an  appear- 
ance of  almoft  general  unanimity* 
The  committee  was  ^  ^  , 
accordingly  revived  a  ^^ 

few  days  after,  and  the  examination 
of  the  officers  commenced  by  that 
of  Earl  Cornwailis. 

It  would  be  equally  beyond  our 
purpofe,  and  our  limits,  to  enter 
into  any  particular  detail  of  this 
enquiry.  It  was  taken  up  with 
much  general  expeftation,  and  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  faid  hope. 
The  public  were  in  the  higheft 
degree  impatient  for  it.  Thofe 
who  had  conceived  that  the  total 
reduftion  of  America  ought  to  have 
been  but  the  bufinefs  of  one  e^fy 
campaign,  v/ere  eager  to  fee  the 
fault  fixed  upon  thofe  generals, 
whofe  mifmanagement  had  render- 
ed the  war  not  only  fo  tedious  and 
fo  expenfive,  but  at  prefent  almoft 
hopelefs.  Others,  wifhed  to  fix 
the  fault  on  the  original'ill  policy 
of  the  undertaking,  rendered  ad- 
ditionally ruinous  by  the  weaknefi 
and  contradiftion  of  the  councils 
by  which  it  had  been  conduced. 
But  as  the  enquiry  might  be,  as  in 
reality  it  was,  drawn  out  to  a  very 
great  length,  it  foon  became  evi- 
dent, that  thofe  who  originally  op- 
pofed  any  enquiry  at  all ;  and  only 
had  given  way,  becaufe  they  were 
unable  to  reiift  the  torrent,  would 
prevent  it  from  producing  any  eP» 
feft  ;  and  this  it  was  not  difficufc 
to  do,  as  it  v/as  in  their  power  td 
draw  the  examination  of  witnefles 
into  an  infinite  length  ;  and  the  at- 
tention of  all   being  fatigued   hf 

fuch 
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fuch  a  purfuit,  attendance  would 
naturally  relax  along  with  it ;  and 
the  bulinels  would  languifh,  and 
expire  of  itfelf. 

The  officers  who  were  examined 
were  the  following,  who  were  alfo 
called  in  the  order  that  we  ftate 
thejn,  viz.  Earl  Cornwailis,  Major- 
General  Grey,  Sir  Andrew  Snape 
Hammond,  Major  Montrcfor,  chief 
engineer,  and  Sir  George  Ofborne, 
a  member  of  the  Houfe.  Their 
teftimony,  taken  together,  went  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  following 
points  of  fnA,  or  of  opinion. — 
That  the  force  fent  to  America 
was  at  no  time  equal  to  the  fubju- 
gation  of  the  country — That  this 
proceeded  in  a  great  meafure  from 
the  general  enmity  and  hoRility  of 
the  people,  who  were  almoft  una- 
nimous in  their  averfion  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Great-Britain  ;  and 
alfo  from  the  nature  of  the  country, 
which  was  the  mod  difficult  and 
impradicable  with  refpecl  to  mili- 
tary operations  that  could  polTibly 
be  conceived — That  thefe  circurn- 
ftancer,  of  country  and  people,  ren- 
dered the  fervices  of  reconnoitring, 
of  obtaining  intelligence,  of  ac- 
quiring any  previous  knowledge 
that  could  be  depended  on,  of  the 
ilate  of  the  roads,  and  the  nature 
of  the  ground  which  they  were  to 
rraverfe,  along  with  the  effential 
objeO.  of  procuring  provilions  and 
forage,  exceedingly  difficult,  and 
in  Tome  refpefts  imprafticable  — 
That  this  latter  circumllance  ren- 
dered it  impoliible  for  the  army  to 
carry  on  its  operations  at  any  dif- 
tance  from  the  fleet;  at  leaft,  with- 
out the  full  pofi'effion,  on  both  its 
fides,  of  forne  navigable  river  — 
And  that  its  operations  were  much 
arded,  and  frequently  endan- 
cJ,    by   being   generally   con- 

voL.  xxrr. 


ftrainect,  through  the  circumfiances 
oi  roids  and  country,  to  march 
only  in  a  fingle  column. 

It  alio  wnt  to  the  eftablilhment 
of  ihc  following  particular  points, 
in  direct  contradidion  -to  feveral 
charges  which  had  beea  made 
againil  the  conduft  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  viz.  That  the  re- 
bel lines  and  redoubts  at  Brooklyn, 
in  Long-Ifland,  on  the  Z7th  of 
Auguil:  1776,  were  in  fuch  a  ftate 
of  Itrength  and  defence,  that  any 
immediate  attack  upon  them,  with- 
out waiting  to  make  proper  ap- 
proaches, and  without  the  artil- 
lery, fcaling  ladders,  axes,  and 
other  articles  neceffary  to  the  fer- 
vice,  would  have  been  fcarcely  lefs 
than  an  adl  of  defperate  ralhnefs. 
■^That  Lord  Cornwallis's  halting 
at  Brunfwick,  when  in  purfuit  of 
the  enemy,  in  the  fame  year,  was 
neceiTary,  as  .well  with  refpeft  to 
the  condition  of  the  troops  in  point 
of  fatigue  and  provifion,  as  to -their 
number,  and  the  ports  which  it 
was  firit  neceflary  to  occupy,  in 
order  to  preferve  their  communi- 
caiion  ;  and  that  his  paffing  the 
Delaware,  and  advancing  to  Phila- 
delphia, when  he  afterwards  ar- 
rived at  Trenton,  was  utterly  im- 
practicable, from  the  total  want  of 
boats,  and  of  ail  other  means  for 
that  purpofe. — That  the  going  by 
fea  to  Philadelphia,  v/as  the  moH 
eligible,  if  not  the  only  method, 
which  could  have  been  adopted, 
for  the  reduction  of  Penfylvania, 
and  that  the  Chefapeak  .was  a 
more  eligib'e  paffage  than  the  De- 
laware.—That  from  the  flrength 
of  the  highlands,  and  other  cir- 
cumllances,  the  attempt  of  gO'iig 
up  [he  North  River  towards  Al- 
bany, while  Waihington  was  at 
hand  with  a  Ilrong  army,  to  profit 

m  of 
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of  all  the  advantages  which  it 
jnuft  afford,  would  have  been 
difficult,  dangerous,  and  probably 
found  impradlicable  in  the  event. 
—And  that  the  drawing  of  Ge- 
neral Walhington  and  his  army, 
near  300  miles  from  the  North 
River,  to  the  defence  of  Penfyl- 
vania,  was  the  moft  effectual  di- 
verfion  that  could  have  been  made 
in  favour  of  the  northern  army ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  held  out  the 
greatell  probability,  that  the  delire 
of  protedling  Philadelphia,  would 
have  induced  him  to  hazard  a  ge- 
neral adion ;  an  event  fo  long  and 
fo  ardently  coveted,  as  the  only 
means  which  could  tend  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion, 
and  which  every  other  meafure 
had  been  found  incapable  of  pro- 
ducing. 

General  Howe  had  endeavoured, 
in  his  narrative,  as  well  as  in  the 
different  fpeeches  which  were 
drawn  from  him  on  the  fubjeft,  to 
eftablilh  as  an  indifputable  fadl, 
and  demonftrably  to  prove  from 
the  correfpondence  before  them, 
that  he  had  conftantly  ftated  to  the 
American  minilter,  the  great  diffi- 
culty and  imprafticable  nature  of 
the  war  ;  and  the  utter  impoffibi- 
lity  of  fubjugating  that  continent 
with  the  force  under  his  command. 
That  he  had  accordingly  accom- 
panied the  plans  for  the  operations 
of  the  campaign  of  1777,  with  a 
requifition,  in  one  inflance,  of  a 
reinforcement  of  20,000,  and  in 
another,  of  15,000  men,  ftrongly 
ilating  and  arguing,  that  nothing 
lefs  could  effeftually  anfvver  the 
purpofe  of  bringing  the  war  to  a 
fpeedy  conclufion.  That  on  the 
other  hand,  the  minifter  did  not 
feem  to  credit,  that  the  difficulties 
were  fo  great  as  they  weie  repre- 


fented,  nor  that  fo  great  an  addl. 
tional  force  as  was  demanded  could 
be  neceffary  ;  and  placed  much  of 
his  dependance  in  the  firm  per- 
fuafion,  that  the  vvell-aftedled  in 
Penfylvania  were  fo  numerous, 
that  the  general  would  be  able  to 
raife  fuch  a  force  there,  as  would 
be  fufficient  for  the  future  defence 
and  protection  of  the  province, 
when  the  army  departed  to  finilli 
the  remaining  fervice.  That  ac- 
cordingly, he  had  promifed,  only 
about  half  the  force  ftated  in  the 
fecond  number  ;  that  not  a  fifth  of 
the  force,  even  fo  promifed,  was  at 
length  fent ;  and  that  reinforce- 
ment, when  it  did  come,  arrived 
too  late  to  anfvver  any  of  the  ori- 
ginal purpofes  of  the  campaign.— 
He  likewife  ftated,  and  fupported 
by  the  fame  authority,  that  fo  far 
from  any  concert  or  co-operation 
being  propofed  or  intended  be- 
tween him  and  the  northern  army, 
that,  that  expedition  had  never 
even  been  cafually  mentioned,  in 
any  of  the  difcuffions  relative  to  the 
plans  of  the  future  campaign, 
which  had  paffed  between  him  and 
the  miniller.  That  the  firft  know- 
ledge he  had  of  that  defign,  andj 
which  induced  him  to  write  a  letter^ 
to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  upon  the  fub-»j 
jeft,  was  merely  from  public  rc-^ 
port.  And,  that  the  firft  intima-f 
tion  he  received  from  the  minifter,, 
that  the  fmallell  degree  of  fupport; 
would  be  expefted  from  him  in  fa-; 
vour  of  that  expedition,  was  by  a-, 
letter  which  he  received  in  the, 
middle  of  Augufl,  in  the  Chefa-, 
peak,  when  his  meafures^weie  al^ 
ready  taken  in  purfuance  of  tha^ 
plan  which  he;had  previoully  fet-j 
tied  with  the  noble  iecietary,  ancii 
when  it  would  have  been  too  lale^ 
foy  him  in  any  cafe  to  have  isceded^ 

Bui 
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^ut  even  that  letter  exprefTed  no 
more  than  a  confident  hope,  that 
he  Ihoald  be  returned  loon  enough 
back  from  the  fouthward,  to  con- 
cur in  the  further  operations  of  the 
northern  army. 

It  will  be  eafily  feen,  that  no- 
thing could  poffibly  have  been 
more  galling  or  vexatious  to  the 
minifters,  than  fome  part  of  this 
narrative,  and  of  the  preceding 
evidence.  Particularly  that  part 
of  the  former,  which  ftated  the 
general's  communication  of  the 
impratticability  of  the  American 
war;  or  at  leaft  the  infufficiency 
of  the  force  appointed  to  that  fer- 
vice  for  the  accomplifhment  of  its 
purpofe,  at  a  time  that  the  mini- 
llers  held  out  a  language  and 
hopes  fo  direftly  contrary  to  the 
parliament  and  people  of  England. 
The  charge  of  general  difafFeftioil 
among  the  Americans,  which  was 
laid  by  the  general,  as  well  as  the 
other  officers,  although  more  guard- 
ed perhaps  in  terms  and  fpecifica- 
tiony  was  likewife  an  exceeding 
tender  fubjeft  with  the  minillers. 
The  oppoficion  too  never  omitted 
any  occafion  of  reminding  them, 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the  trcil- 
bles,  they  had  been  conftantly  re- 
prefentedbythem,  as  being  the  afts 
merely  of  a  faftion  in  America, 
who  had  by  a  fort  of  furpriy^e  pof- 
feffed  themfelves  of  the  civil  and 
military  powers  of  that  country  ; 
but  that  the  great  bulk,  or  at  leaft 
a  large  majority  of  the  people, 
were  firmly  attached  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Great-Britain.  In- 
deed if  that  reprefentation  was  an 
error,  it  feems  pretty  clearly,  that 
the  minifters  were  no  lefs  involved 
in  it  themfelves,  than  the  public. 
At  any  rate  it  was  a  very  favourite 
•pinion ;    and   nothing  could   be 


more  grating  than  this  teftimonyi 
which  went  diredly  to  its  fubver- 
iion. 

For  thefe  and  other  canfes,  it 
was  thought  neceflary  to  call  in 
queftion  the  validity  of  this  evi- 
dence, and  nothing  could  fo  well 
anfwer  that  purpofe,  as  the  op- 
pofing  to  it  another  body  of  the 
fame  nature  ;  for  as  no  decifive 
victory  was  to  be  gained,  nor  de- 
feat feared  in  fuch  a  contefc,  the 
iffue  muft  unavoidably  be,  the 
leaving  the  queftion  of  faft  in 
doubt  and  uncertainty  ;  and  nc> 
more  was  wanted. 

It  was  accordingly  pro-  , 

poled,  towards,  what  Teem-  ^  '  " 
ed,  the  clofe  of  the  examination, 
that  other  witnefTes  ftiould  be  called 
in  and  examined,  relative  to  feveral 
matters  which  were  ftated  in  the' 
prefent  evidence.  In  fupport  of 
this  proceeding  it  was  advancedj 
that  ex  parte  evidence  had  been  re- 
ceived, relative  to  matters  of  fnft 
and  opinion,  to  military  ma- 
neeuvres,  to  the  propriety  of  plans, 
and  to  the  execution  of  thein  ;  and 
that  this  had  been  principally  di- 
refted  to  the  laying  of  implied  or 
direft  charges  againft  the  condiiil: 
of  minillers,  particularly  of  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ame- 
rican department.  That  it  was 
therefore  neceflary,  fair,  and  equit- 
able, that  witneifes  Ihould  be 
brought  6n  the  other  fide,  and  evi- 
dence received  relative  to  thofe 
points,  and  to  fet  aiide  thofe 
charges.  The  noble  minifter  him- 
felf  difclaimed  the  idea  of  becom- 
ing an  accufer  ;  (with  which  he 
was  charged)  but  as  he  was  at- 
tacked, and  charged  with  being 
the  Caufe  of  the  mifcarriage  of  the 
American  war,  it  was  nece/Taryher 
Ihould   defend   himfelfj    and   the 
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fads  which  he  fhould  ftate,  the  wit- 
neffes  he  Ihould  bring  to  fupport 
them,  and  the  arguments  which  he 
might  ufe,  vvottld  all  tend  to  that 
point  merely,  and  not  to  the  ac- 
cufation  of  any  man.  He,  how- 
ever;, declared,  that  his  main  objcft 
in  calling  witneffes,  was  to  refcue 
the  brave,  loyal,  and  meritorious 
fuiferers  in  America,  from  the  un- 
juft  general  imputation  or  cenfure 
thrown  on  them  by  the  prefent 
evidence,  particularly  that  paffage 
which  fays,  that  the  Americans 
were  "  almoft  unanimous"  in 
their  refinance  againft  the  claims 
of  this  country. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  oppofition 
condemned,  as  extremely  unfair 
and  irregular,  the  propofing  to 
bring  forward  at  the  tail  of  an 
enquiry,  without  any  previous  no- 
tice, and  when  the  evidence 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
general,  in  his  own  vindication, 
was  nearly  clofed,  new  witneffes, 
to  ftir  up  matter,  and  perhaps 
charges,  of  which  he  could  have 
no  knowledge,  and  for  which  he 
confequently  could  have  made  no 
provifion  in  the  examination  of  his 
own.  That  it  was  a  new  proce- 
dure, and  fuch  as  would  not  be 
endured  any  where,  to  draw  out 
the  whole  of  any  man's  evidence, 
to  examine  where  its  ftrength  or 
weaknefs  lay,  and  without  an 
avowal  of  the  fmalleft  intention  to 
controvert  any  part  of  it,  then  fud- 
denly  to  attempt  to  conjure  up 
witneffes  before  unknown  and  un- 
heard of,  and  each  having  before 
him  the  part  to  which  he  chofe  to 
be  called,  thereby  endeavour  to 
overthrow  the  whole  of  the  for- 
mer teilimony.  They  likewife 
fpoke  in  terms  of  fome  indigna- 
tion, to  the  defiga  of  bringing  up 
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American  refugees,  pensioners,  and 
cuftom-houfe  officers,  to  impeach 
and  fet  afide  the  evidence  of  mi- 
litary men  of  high  rank,  and  of 
great  profeffional  knowledge.  And, 
what,  faid  they,  is  the  point,  which 
thefe  men  are  called  principally  to 
prove  ?  why,  that  the  Americans, 
(that  is,  themfelves)  whofe  places, 
peniions,  and  exillence,  depend 
upon  their  attachment,  are  exceed- 
ingly well  difpofed  to  acknowledge 
and  fupport  the  rights  and  claims 
of  this  country  over  the  colonies. 

That  party,  however,  in  con- 
formity with  their  profeffions  of 
wilhing  for,  and  furthering,  full 
and  general  enquiry  into  public 
matters,  at  length  acquiefced  in 
the  motion,  and  orders  were  iffued, 
belides  General  Robertfon,  for  the 
attendance  of  General  Jones,  Col. 
Dixon,  and  Major  Stanton  ;  as 
alfo,  for  John  Maxwell,  Jofeph 
Galloway,  Andrew  Allen,  John 
Paterfon,  Theodore  Morris,  and 
Enoch  Story,  Efqrs. 

The  exceedingly  fevere  and  vi- 
rulent cenfure  and  reproach,  re- 
peatedly thrown  upon  General 
Burgoyne,  by  fome  perfons  'high 
in  office,  produced  at  length  an 
effeft,  which  was  as  little  intended 
as  expelled,  by  the  authors  of  the 
caufe  from  whence  it  proceeded. 
The  harftinefs  and  frequency  of 
the  reproach,  which  was  not  al- 
ways guarded  or  chafte,  feemed  by 
degrees  to  awaken  men  of  all  de- 
fcriptions  and  parties,  into  fome 
particular  confideration,  of  thofc 
very  peculiar  and  unhappy  circom- 
ff:ances  of  fituation,  under  which 
that  officer  was  compelled  to  fub- 
mit  to  fuch  reproach,  without  a 
poffibility  of  vindicating  in  .^ny. 
manner  his  charadler  and  honour.. 
At  length,  all  fides  of  the  Houfe». 
feemed 
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feemed  at  once  to  feel  for  and  com- 
miferate  the  unhappy  fituation  of 
that  general. 

An    occafion    for   calling   forth 
this    difpoficion    prefented    itfel*'. 
Sir  William   Howe  having  clofed 
his  evidence,  and   the  time  being 
yet  open  for  bringing  forward  the 
counter    evidence,     there    was    a 
chafm  of  fome  days  in  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Committee.     General  Bur- 
goyne  feized  the  opportunity,    and 
while  a  ienfe  of  the  recent  charge 
and    reproach    was    ftill    frefh    in 
every  mind,  he  threw  himfelf  on 
the  juftice,  and  claimed  the  pro- 
teftion   of  the   Houfe-,     conjuring 
thent,.  that  they  would  afford  him 
an  opportunity,    by  entering  upon 
his  defence,  to  redeem  his  honour 
andcharader  from  that  unwarrant- 
ed cenfure,  fo  publicly  and  licen- 
tioufly  bellowed  upon   both.     He 
flated,  that   the  argument  of  the 
imp'-opriety  of  military  enquiries 
in  the  Houfe  could   not   apply  to 
him,   even  if  they  had  any  weight 
in    themfelves,    as    he    had    ttc- 
quently  applied  for  a  court  martial, 
and  had  as  often  been  refufcd  it. 
He  was  fupported  by  gentlemen 
on  both  fides  of  the  Houf^  ;    and 
the    American     miniller    himfelf 
gave  into  it,  and    faid,  that  fuch 
ftrongaccufations  had  been  recent- 
ly laid   agair.il   him,  that   he  wa;; 
entitled  in  jultice   to  be  heard  in 
his   defence.       This    was    rea  !i!y 

May  20th.    ^/'^l^  '°'  and  thcnext 
day  but  one,  nxed  lor 
his  entering  upon  it. 

The  officers  examined  upon  this 
bufinels  were  Sir  G;iy  C;irleton, 
then  Governor  of  Quebec  ;  Earl  of 
Balcarras  ;  Captain  Money,  ading 
Quarter  Mafler  General  {  Earl  of 
Harrington  ;  Major  Forbes ;  Cap- 
tain Blooiaiield,  of  the  artillery; 


and  Lieutenant  Colonel  KingHon, 
Adjutant  General;  all  of  whom, 
excepting  the  iirft,  were  prefent 
during  the  whole  campaign  ;  and 
eminent  partakers  in  all  the  unpa- 
ralleled difficulties,  diilrcires,  hud 
dangers  of  the  northern  expe- 
dition. 

The     evidence    was    unufually 
clear,  plain,  accurate,   and  dired 
to  its  matter.      It  went  uniformly 
to  place  the  charafter  of  the  fuffe- 
ring  and  unfctunrue  general  in  a 
very  high  point  of  view,    whether 
confidered  as  a  man,  a  foldier,  or 
the  leader  of  an  army  in  the  moft 
trying  and  perilous  fervice.     That 
he  poiTsfTed  the  confidence  and  af- 
fedllon  of  his  army  in   fo  extraor- 
dinary a  degree,    that  no  lofs  or 
misfortune   could    fhake  the  one, 
nor  diflrefs  or  afHidion  weaken  the 
other.     It  eftablifhed  an  inflance, 
fo   far  as  it  could  be  conclufive, 
(and  a  clofe  crofs-examination  was 
not  able  to  weaken  it)  perhaps  un- 
equalled  in  military  hiflory  ;   that 
during   fo   long   and   continued  a 
{cene  of  unceafing  fatigue,  hard- 
fliip,  danger,   r.nd  diftrefs,  finally 
ending  in  general  ruin,  and  capti- 
vity, not  a  fingle  voice  was  heard 
through    the    army,     to   upbraid, 
cenfure,  or  bbme  their  general ; 
and  that  at  length,  when  all  their 
courage  and  efforts  were  found  in- 
effeftual,    and  every  hope  totally 
cat  off,   they  were  ftill   willing  to 
perifn  along  with  him.      It  may, 
however,   be  a  queftion  of  rivalfhip 
in  honour,  what  ih;-.re  of  the  praife 
ariiing   from    this  exemplary  con- 
diiifl  lliould  be  atciibutcd  to  the 
general,  and  what,  to  tnc  admi- 


rable temper,  dil'cipline  and  virtue 
of  his  troops  } 

This  evidence  Vv'ent  alfo,  fo  far 
as  from  its  nature  it  was  capable 

m  3  of 
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of  doing,  to  the  direft  overthrow  or 
removal,  of  every  charge  or  cen- 
furCj  which  had  been  thrown  out, 
or  infinuated,  againft  the  condudl 
©r  the  commander  J  leaving,  how- 
ever, the  queftion  of  opinion  ne- 
cefiarily  open,  whether  his  orders 
for  proceeding  to  Albany  were 
peremptory  or  conditional ;  and 
perhaps  leaving  likewife  fome 
doubts  behind,  with  refpe£l  both 
to  the  defign  and  to  the  mode  of 
condudling  the  expedition,  under 
Colonel  Baume,  to  Bennington. 
Jn  other  matters  it  feems  conclu- 
five  ;  and  particularly  detedls  two 
falfehoods,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
enquiry  in  full  credit  and  vigour  ; 
the  one,  that  General  Phillips,  at 
the  tipie  of  the  convention,  offered 
to  force  his  way,  with  a  fpecified 
part  of  the  army,  from  Saratoga, 
back  to  Ticonderago  ;  the  other, 
that  the  late  gallant  General  Pra- 
ter, had  exprefled  the  utmoft  dif- 
approbation  to  the  meafure  of  paf- 
fing  the  Hudfon's  river, 

The  witneffes  were  generally  of 
opinion,  from  what  they  faw  and 
heard  of  the  temper  and  language 
pf  the  troops,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  the  palTing  of  that  river,  an4 
^dv^ncing  to  fight  the  enemy, 
f:ouId  have  fatisfied  the  army  ;  or 
preferved  the  general's  charadler 
with  it ;  and  that  even,  after  all 
the  misfortunes  that  happened,  it 
vvas  ftill  univerfally  copfidered  as 
a  matter  of  neceffity  which  he 
^ould  not  have  avoided  ;  or  which 
if  he  had,  that  it  would  have  been 
ftich  a  failure,  as  he  never  could 
have  forgiven  to  himfelf,  nor  been 
able  tpjullify  to  his  country.  Their 
teftimony  went  likewife  fully  and 
(decifjvely  to  the  fubverfion  of  that 
injurious  flander,  which  it  was 
pnce  a  falhioi^  with  fgme  perfuns 
I 


high  in  rank  and  office  here  to 
throw  out,  relative  to  a  fuppofed 
natural  deficiency  of  fpirit  which 
they  attributed  to  the  Americans, 
Fully  mafters  and  judges  of  the 
fubjeft,  and  pofTeffing  fentiments 
more  liberal  and  generous,  thefe 
officers  fcorned  to  depreciate  the 
charafter  of  an  enemy,  from  any 
refentment  for  his  fair  hoftility  ; 
and  declared  freely,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans {hewed  a  refolution,  perfe- 
verance,  and  even  obftinacy  in  ac- 
tion, which  rendered  them  by  no 
tneans  unworthy  of  a  conteft  with 
the  brave  troops  to  whom  they 
were  oppofed.  Written  evidence, 
was  alfo  produced,  and  fupported, 
that  the  number  of  the  rebel  army, 
at  the  time  of  the  furrender, 
amounted  to  19,000  men,  of  which 
thirteen  or  fourteen  thoufand  were 
men  aftually  carrying  mufquets. 

The  examination  of  General 
Burgoyne's  witneffes  being  clofed, 
the  American  minifter  opened  the 
counter  evidence,  which  was 
brought  to  oppqfe  that  given  in  fa- 
vour of  Lord  and  Sir  Williani 
Howe.  The  only  witneffes,  which 
it  was  thought  expedient  or  necef- 
fary  to  examine  on  that  fide,  of 
thofe  whofe  names  we  have  ftated, 
were  Major  General  Robertfon, 
Deputy  Governor  of  New  York  ; 
and  Mr.  Jofeph  Galloway,  None 
of  the  officers,  ordered  to  attend, 
except  the  general  abovementioned, 
were  called  upon.  Mr.  Galloway 
had  been  an  American  lawyer, 
and  a  member  of  the  firll  Congrefs ; 
^nd  was  one  of  thofe  that  had 
come  over  to  Sir  William  Howe  at 
the  time  when  the  rebel  caufe  fcem- 
ed  nearly  ruined,  by  his  great  fuc- 
ceffes  at  New  York,  and  Long 
Ifland,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1776,  and  when  that  violent  con- 
ten  tioA 
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tention  of  parties,  broke  out  at 
Philadelphia,  which  we  have  for- 
merly taken  notice  of.  The  ge- 
neral had  immediately  afforded  a 
liberal  provifion  for  this  laft  wit- 
■*  fiefs,  (from  whofe  fervices  he  ex- 
peded  fome  confiderable  advan- 
tages, in  which,  however,  he  de- 
clared himlelf  difappointed)  and 
afterwards  advanced  him  to  lucra- 
tive, as  well  as  flattering  civil  em- 
ployments. 

The  general  tendency  of  this 
evidence  was  to  overthrow,  inva- 
lidate, or  weaken,  the  teftimony 
already  given  in  favour  of  the  com- 
manders. And  the  points  which 
it  principally  laboured  to  eftablifh 
for  that  purpofe,  and  for  the  vin- 
dication of  the  minifters,  were  the 
following.  The  vaft  majority, 
who  from  principle  and  difpohtion, 
v/ere  zealoufly  attached  to  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country,  and 
confequently  enemies  to  the  con- 
^u&.  and  tyranny  of  the  ruling 
powers  ;  this  was  rated  by  the  firlt 
vvitnefs  at  two  thirds,  and  by  the 
fecond  at  four  fifths,  of  the  whole 
people  en  that  continent.  That 
if  a  proper  ufe  had  been  made  of 
this  favourable  difpofition  of  the 
multitude,  it  might  have  been  di- 
reded  to  fuch  eflential  purpofes, 
as  would  have  brought  the  war  to 
a  fpeedy  and  happy  condufion. 
That  the  force  fent  out  from  this 
country  was  fully  competent  to  the 
attainment  of  its  objed,  by  the 
total  redudion  of  the  rebellion, 
and  the  confequent  recovery  of  the 
colonies.  That  the  country  of 
ilmerica  was  not  in  its  nature  par- 
ticularly ftrong,  much  lefs  imprac- 
ticable, with  refped  to  military 
operations.  That  the  face  of  a 
country  being  covered  with  wood, 
sffbrded  no    impediment   to    tlie 


march  of  an  army,  in  as  many  co- 
lumns as  they  pleafed.  That  the 
Britifh  troops  poffefled  a  greater 
fuperiority  over  the  Americans,  ia 
their  own  favourite  mode  of  bufli- 
fighting,  and  the  detached  fervice 
in  woods,  than  in  any  other  what- 
ever. That  armies  might  carry 
nineteen  days  provifion  on  their 
backs,  and  confequently  need  not 
be  deterred  from  the  undertaking 
of  expeditions,  through  the  wane 
of  thofe  means  of  conveyance 
which  are  now  deemed  indifpen- 
fible.  That  the  rebel  force,  both 
with  refped  to  number,  and  to  ef- 
fedive  Itrength,  was,  at  the  moft 
interefting  periods,  if  not  always, 
much  inferior  to  what  was  repre- 
fented.  And,  to  a  general  con- 
demnation of  the  fouthern  expedi- 
tion ;  along  with  an  endeavour  to 
fhew,  the  great  advantages  which 
would  have  refulted  in  that  cam- 
paign, if  Sir  William  Howe  had 
taken  pofieffion  of  the  north  river, 
and  direded  his  operations  towards 
Albany. 

Several  ether  more  dircd  char- 
ges or  accufations  were  brought 
againft  the  military  condud  of  the 
brother  commanders,  which  were 
chiefly  undertaken  by  Mr.  Gallo- 
way. Particularly  with  refped  to 
the  going  round  by  the  Chefapeak, 
infl;ead  of  up  the  Delaware,  on  the 
fouthern  expedition  ;  the  want  of 
fufficient  difpatch  and  vigour  in 
the  purfuit  of  the  rebels  from 
Brunfwickacrofs  the  Jerfies,  in  the 
year  1776,  to  which  their  efcape 
was  attributed  ;  the  not  cutting  cfF 
Wafhington  at  Trenton,  before 
he  could  crofs  the  river,  which  was 
contended  to  be  pradicable  ;  and 
the  not  psfiing  the  Delaware,  and 
proceeding  to  Philadelphia  at  that 
time,  which,  it  was  ailerccd,  would 

[A'j  ^  have 
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have  put  an  end  to  the  war  ;  along 
with  a  number  of  other  matters 
tending  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

On  this  the  oppofition  from  time 
to  time  remarked,  that  tl»egr>^ater 
part  of  thefe  gentlemen's  teftimony 
was  founded  upon  private  opinion, 
hearfay  knowledge,  intelligence 
from  abfent  or  unknown  perfons, 
and  ftrong  affertions  of  fads,  un- 
fupported  by  any  collateral  evi- 
dence. It  was  alfo  remarked  by 
them,  that  the  only  officer  pro- 
duced, had  been  very  little,  if  at 
all,  out  of  our  garrilbns,  fince  the 
commencem'^^'nt  of  the  war,  and 
wasiher&fore  little  qualified,  either 
to  give  fatisfr.ftory  iniorm'ition  re- 
lative to  the  difpolition  of  a  people 
with  whom  he  was  1o  little  conver- 
fant,  or  to  give  critical  opinion  on 
military  meafures  which  he  had 
never  feen.  As  to  the  witnefs  of  a 
civil  defcription,  they  faid  it  was 
fuigular,  that,  although  bred  a 
lawyer,  and  habituated  to  bufi- 
nefs,  he  could  fcarcely  be  brougiit 
to  recoiled  the  fmallcft  part  of  his 
own  conduct  in  the  moft  trying, 
fignal,  and  poffibly  dangerous  fitu- 
ation  of  his  life,  and  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous  fphere  of  aftion  to  which 
he  had  ever  been  exalted,  when  a 
member  of  the  congrefs  ;  and  yet, 
that  the  fame  man,  a  total  llranger 
to  the  profellion,  and  only  flying 
for  refuge  to  the  Britifh  army, 
jhould  all  at  once  acquire  an  accu- 
racy with  refped.  to  military  de- 
tails, and  the  complicated  bufinefs 
of  a  camp,  v/hich  could  fcarcely 
be  expedted  from  a  quarter-mafter- 
general,  and  as  fuddenly  become 
poflefted,  along  with  the  minutiae, 
of  that  nicedircernrnent  and  criti- 
cal judgment,  in  the  general  con- 
dud,  and  all  the  great  operations 


of  war,  which  the  cideft  and  moft 
experienced  commanders  do  not 
often  pretend  to. 

The  examination  of  thefe  two 
v-itnefles  was  fpun  out,  by  the  in- 
tervention of  bufinefs,  and  other 
means,  to  the  end  of  June.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  it  v/as  uncertain 
what  farther  evidence  might  be  cal-  . 
led  on  thac  fide,  and  the  feffion  be- 
ing fo  near  a  conclufion.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  requelled,  that,  incon- 
fequence  of  the  attack  made  upon 
his  charader  in  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Galloway,  a  day  miglit  be 
appointed,  on  which  he  ihould  be 
permitted  to  bring  witnefie-,  in 
order  to  controvert  and  difprove 
thofe  charges.  This  was  refufed 
by  the  minifters,  and  did  not 
feem  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
Houfe,  who  had  got  tired  of  the 
bufirefs,  and  belides  faw  no  poffi- 
bility  of  bringing  it  to  a  conclu- 
fion, during  the  fhort  remainder 
of  the  fellion.  The  former  faid 
that  the  general  had  already  met 
with  every  indulgence  he  could 
reafonably  exped ;  but  that  the 
calling  in  of  new  witneffes,  at  that 
time,  could  not  be  admitted  ;  that 
he  however  had  it  ftill  in  his  power 
to  crofs-examine  Mr.  Galloway  as 
much  as  he  pleafed. 

This  was  far  from  affording  any 
fatisfadion  to  the  other  fide,  who 
complained  loudly,  that  after  the 
attacks  made   upon   the  general's 
charader,  the  refufing  to  hear  evi-    . 
dence  in  his  vindication,  was  no 
lefs  than  a  denial  of  jullice.    They    • 
were,  however,    obliged  to  fubmit  -* 
to    what   they  could  not  remedy.   ^' 
The  committee  was   refuraed  on  "^ 
the  29th  of  June;  but  an  advan^^^^ 
tage  being    taken   of   fome    little''-* 
delay,  (which  he  ftated  tioi  to-be"-!' 
■^■bovQ  '!< 
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above  a  quarter  of  an  hour)  in  Sir  m'ttee    was     fuddenly    difrolved, 

William  Howe's  not  being  imme-  without  coming  to  a  fingle  refo- 

diately  jrefent  for  the  crofs  exami-  Jution   upon  any  part  ofthft  hu- 

nation  of  the  witnefa,    the  com-  fn^efs.  (.^ 


p  ja.s.A  p.      VIII. 

'Tivo  enquiries  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  tending  to  the  fame  ohjeSi,  and  carried 
on  through  the  greater  part  of  the  Jejjion.  Enquiry  into  the  fate  of  the 
7iavy,  and  the  condtiSi  of  the  admiralty,  injiituted  by  the  Earl  of  Brijlol, 
Motions  for  nwval  papers,  bring  out  much  debate,  and  are  rejeiled  upon  a 
di'vif.on.  Motion  by  the  Earl  of  Brijlol,  for  the  removal  of  the  firfl  Lord 
of  the  admiralty  from  his  employment .  Great  Debates.  Motion  rejeded 
upon  a  di-vijion.  Protefs.  Enquiry  into  the  governmetit  and  management 
of  Green-f-'ich  Hofpital,  conduiled  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Mo^ves  for 
a  ccwpenfation  to  Captain  Bulllie,  late  Lieutenant-Go-vernor  of  Green%igich 
Hofpital.  Motion  reje£ied  upon  a  di'vifon.  Minority  Lords  quit  the  Houfe. 
Refoiutions  in  'vindication  of  the  Earl  of  Sand^ivich.  Hard  cafe  of  Captain 
Baillie.  Marquis  cf  P.ocki}igham  endeavours  to  bring  fornjjard  an  enquiry 
into  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  After  Jeveral  ineffediial  attempts,  a  kind  of 
compromife  takes  place,  referring  the  bufrnejs  of  that  country  to  the  enjuing 
Jefi-n.  Mr.  To--wnJhend' s  rotiun  to  defr  the  prorogation  of  parliament ^ 
rejeiled  upon  a  divifon.  Spanijh  manifefo.  Addrejsfrom  the  Commons. 
Second  addrefs  moved  by  Lord  "John  Cavendijh.  Motion  of  adjournment 
carried  UftOi  a  di-'ni/icn.  Amendment  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Lords,  moved  by 
the  Earl  ef  Abuir^don,  a7id  rejcBed  upon  a  divifon.  Second  amendment 
propofcd  by  the  Li  ke  of  Richmond  ;  rejededupon  a  divifon,  after -^onfder- 
able  debate.  Bill  brought  in  by  the  minifer  for  doubling  the  militia y  after 
much  debate  and  propojed  amendment  pajfed  by  the  Commons.  Indemnity 
hill  like  jcife  pafed.  Militia  hill  mfets  ^ivith  great  oppofttion  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.  p:dimnity  bill  much  oppofed  ;  but  carried  through.  Protefs. 
Militia  bill  deprived  of  its  principal  effetlive  povoers,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons.     Debate  on  a  point  of  privilege.     Bill  pajfed.     Speech  from  the 

.    'J'hrone. 

DURING  thefe  tranfaftions  in  Briftol,    which  went  diredlly  and 

chf  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  avowedly  to  the  crimination  in  the 

Lords  were  principally    taken  up  firft  inllance,    and  to  the   removal 

with  two  enquiries  of  an   unufual  in  the  fecond,    of  that  nobleman, 

caft  and  nature;  and  both  tending  from  the  very  high  and  important 

direiflly,  or  indircftly,  to  the  fame  department  in  which  he  had  fo  long 

object,  to   the  crimination  or  cen-  prefided.     In  the  conduft  and  pur^ 

fure  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi-  fuit  of  this  enquiry  aad  objed,  he 

ralty.     The  firft  of  thefe,  was  an  was    profefiionally   aflifted    by  the 

enquiry  inftituted  into  the  ftate  of  Duke   of  Bolton,    and   ably  fup- 

the  navy   and  the  condudl  of  the  ported  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 

admiralty,    by    the   late    Earl  of  and  fome  other  of  the  moil  adivq 

.'  ■  lords 
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lords  of  the  oppofition.  The  in- 
duftry,  patience,  and  conftancy, 
with  which  he  applied  himfelf  to 
fo  complicated  and  laborious  abu- 
iinefs,  encumbered  with  frequent 
and  tirefome  calculation,  and  with 
tedious  comparative  eftimates,  at 
a  time  when  he  was  finking  under 
the  prefiure  of  various  infirmities, 
and  a  viftim  to  the  moft  excruci- 
ating difeafes,  could  not  but  excite 
admiration  ;  and  indeed,  however 
right,  or  otherwife,  his  opinions 
might  have  been  founded,  aifbrded 
no  fmall  indication,  that  in  a  fea- 
fon  and  fituation  which  feemed  fo 
effedualiy  to  fhut  out  all  perfonal 
confiderations,  his  conduft  muft 
have  proceeded  from  the  moft  dif- 
interefted  and  genuine  patriotifm. 

Although  the  noble  earl  had  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  feffion  given 
ibme  intimation  of  his  defign  ;  yet 
his  fubfequent  ftate  of  health  was  fo 
deplorable,  that  on  the  19th  of 
February,  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
was  obliged  to  make  the  motions, 
in  his  name  and  behalf,  for  the 
bringing  forward  of  thofe  papers 
which  were  immediately  neceflary 
to  the  enquiry.  The  demand  of 
papers,  tending,  it  was  faid,  to  ex- 
poie  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  and 
without  the  knowledge  of  any  im- 
portant purpofe  or  objeft  in  view 
for  the  jullihcation  of  luch  a  rnea- 
fure,  being  ftrongly  oppofed  by 
the  court  lords,  the  noble  duke 
was  brought  to  an  explanation  and 
avowal,  that  the  abfent  Earl  in- 
tended thofe  papers,  along  with 
other  materials,  for  laying  the 
foundations  of  a  public  enquiry  in- 
to naval  affairs,  and  a  comparifon 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  navy, 
with  that  in  which  it  had  devol- 
ved from  Lord  Kavvke,  to  the 
trpft  and  government  of  the  pre- 


1779. 

fent  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty ; 
and  thereon  to  ground  charges  of 
malverfation  againft  that  noble- 
man ;  with  a  view  more  particu- 
larly of  opening  the  eyes  of  a  great 
perfonage,  and  that  he  might  not 
continue  the  only  man  in  the  na- 
tion, who  was  unacquainted  with 
the  deplorable  ftate  of  his  navy. 

It  was,  however,  the  24th  of 
March,  before  the  Earl  of  Briftol 
was  able  to  attend  in  perfon,  and 
he  was  then  fo  feeble  and  broken 
down,  as  to  depend  only  on  his 
crutches  for  fupport  while  he  was 
fpeaking.  His  fpeech  did  not  feem 
the  lefs  vehement  for  his  weak- 
nefs. 

He  affirmed,  and  faid  he  would 
prove,  that  the  condud  of  the  no- 
ble lord  at  the  head  of  the  navy, 
with  refpeft  to  the  great  truft  repo- 
fed  in  him,  was  highly  criminal  ; 
and  fuch  as  called  aloud,  for  the 
fulleft  cenfure  of  that  Houfe,  and 
for  the  utmoft  indignation  of  the 
people.  After  defcribing,  what 
appeared  immediately  to  himfelf, 
as  moft  particularly  ruinous  and  ca- 
lamitous, in  the  conduft  and  ftate 
of  naval  affairs,  he  drew  one  con- 
folation,  he  faid,  from  the  ineftec- 
tivenefs  of  the  attempts  made  by 
the  marine  minifter,  upon  the  cha- 
rafler,  life,  and  honour,  of  Ad- 
miral Keppel  ;  and  from  the  fai- 
lure of  thofe  machiavelian  arts 
(which,  he  faid,  he  had  fo  faccefs- 
fully  employed  on  other  occafions) 
when  thcif  objeft  was  to  create  an 
improper  aad  corrupt  influence 
among  the  Britilh  feamen.  That 
noble  lord,  he  faid,  had  now 
found  by  experience,  that  no  pro- 
miles  could  allure,  nor  threats 
prevent  them,  from  a  performance 
of  their  duty,  and  the  preferva- 
tion   of   their   honour.       Having 

been 
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been  called  to  order  for  the  terms 
jnachianjelian  arts^  he  repeated 
them,  and  faid  he  would  prove 
them  at  a  proper  time.  His  in- 
tended motions  were  taken  up 
with  that  view,  and  he  meant  to 
dired;  them  folely  to  the  criminal 
conviftion  of  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty  ;  he  therefore  gave  this 
early  notice,  that  the  Houfe  might 
be  prepared,  as  well  as  the  noble 
earl,  on  the  i6th  of  April ;  he 
then  moved,  that  the  lords  might 
be  fummoned  for  that  day,  when 
he  would  enter  fully,  he  faid,  in- 
to the  proof  and  inveltigation  of 
thofe  fadls,  which  had  induced 
him  to  inftitute  the  enquiry. 

Thus  was  the  gauntlet  thrown 
down,  the  day  appointed,  and 
the  lifts  prepared,  for  the  decifion 
of  this  conteft.  The  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  juf- 
tiiied  his  conduit  with  refpeft  to 
Admiral  Keppel,  upon  the  fame 
ground  which  we  have  already 
feen  taken  upon  that  fubjeft.  And 
being  furprized  into  fome  warmth, 
as  well  by  other  attacks,  as  by 
what  we  have  ftated,  he  declared 
that  he  was  afraid  of  no  man  li- 
ving :  "  That  his  intentions  were 
upright,  his  heart  was  honeft,  and 
he  had  no  dread  that  they  would 
not  bear  him  out  againft  every  at- 
tack which  might  be  made  upon 
him  by  his  enemies." 

Several  motions  being  made  on 
the  30th  of  March,  by  the  Earl  of 
Briltol,  for  a  great  number  of  ad- 
ditional accounts,  naval  lifts,  and 
other  papers,  neceffary  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  enquiry,  they  vveie 
llrongly  oppofed  by  the  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  navy,  upon  the 
old  ground,  that  fuch  communi- 
fation  would  be  exceedingly  im- 
proper, and  highly  dangerous  at 


prefent,  as  affording  means  of  in- 
formation to  the  enemy,  which 
they  could  not  otherwife  poflibly 
acquire.  Although  the  validity 
of  this  obje£lion  was  not  acknow- 
ledged on  the  other  fide,  the  noble 
mover  offered  to  modify  or  con- 
tradl  his  motions  in  any  manner 
that  might  be  thought  necelfary 
for  preventing  the  fuppofed  ef- 
fedlis.  He  wifhed  at  the  fame 
time  to  imprefs  one  truth  impor- 
tant to  his  purpofe  on  their  lord- 
fliips  mindsj  which  he  vouched 
for,  that  there  was  not  a  fmglc 
iota  of  the  matter  which  his  mo- 
tions were  intended  to  draw  forth, 
with  which  the  French  cabinet  was 
not  already  perfectly  acquainted; 
and,  upon  the  ground  of  prece- 
dent, that  they  weje  literally  co- 
pied from  fimilar  motions  made 
and  agreed  to  in  the  year  1759,  in 
the  very  height  of  the  late  war,  and 
when  an  invalion  was  diredly 
threatened  from  France.  Nothing 
he  could  fay  being,  however, 
deemed  fatisfa£lory,  and  no  quali- 
fication to  the  total  refufal  of  the 
papers  admitted,  much  debate 
arofe,  and  the  former  feverity  of 
cenfure  was  not  only  renewed,  but 
it  had  now,  by  a  fupply  of  frefh 
matter,  acquired  additional  ftrengtb 
and  fharpnefs. 

This  proceeded  from  the  recent 
appointment  of  a  commander  to 
the  grand  fleet,  which  was  deftined 
for  the  home  defence.  They  faid, 
that  the  immediate  confequences 
which  had  already  appeared,  of 
thofe  manoeuvres  of  the  admiralty, 
by  which  they  had  driven  Admiral 
Iveppel,  Lord  Howe,  Sir  Robert 
Harland,  and  other  diftinguiflied 
officers,  from  the  fervice  and  de- 
fence of  their  country,  were  in  the 
higheJl  degree  alarming  aad  un- 
happy 
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happy  to  the  nation.  Through 
the  lofs  of  thefe  great  officers, 
the  admiralty  were  now  under  a 
■jiecellity,  of  dragging  forth  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  from  his  intended 
final  retreat,  and  from  that  repofe, 
fuited  to  his  tinae  of  life,  which 
had  been  alugiicd  to  him  in  the 
government  of  Greenwich  hof- 
pital  ;  and  after  an  abfence  of 
twenty  years  from  the  fea,  and 
having  neceffarily  laid  by  every 
idea  of  a  profellion,  to  which  he 
did  not  even  dream  of  ever  re- 
turning, is  compelled,  at  an  age 
likewile  unfit  for  aAive  fervice,  to 
undertake  a  talk  of  the  rnolt  ar- 
duous and  difficult  nature,  and 
which  may  probably  require  the 
greateft  adivity  and  exertion,  which 
were  ever  yet  difplayed  by  a  Britifli 
feaman.  They  defired  it  might 
be  underftood,  that  they  did  not 
mean  the  fmallell  imputation  to 
the  charader  of  that  gentleman, 
nor  the  moil  remote  insinuation  to 
his  difadvantage ;  their  obferva- 
tions  were  confined  merely  to  his 
particular  circumftances  and  fitua- 
tion.  But  it  was,  they  faid,  a 
matter  of  the  moft  alarming  na- 
ture, to  fee  perhaps  the  fate  of 
England,  committed  to  the  hands 
of  a  fuperannuated,  and  it  might 
be  faid,  a  rufticated  officer;  who 
mult  confider  the  appointment  ra- 
ther as  an  injury  than  a  favour  ; 
and  was  bcfides  confcious,  that  he 
was  merely  an  objedt  of  neceffity, 
and  not  of  choice,  even  with  his 
employers.  And  this  ftate  of 
things  was  rendered  ftill  more 
grievous  and  deplorable,  by  feeing, 
at  the  fame  inftant,  fome  of  the 
greatell  names  and  charafters,  that 
had  ever  graced  the  Britilh  navy, 
or  exalted  its  renown,  profcribed 
from  the  fervice  of  their  country. 


through  the  rancour  and  malignity, 
if  not  the  treachery,  of  the  ad- 
miralty. 

Lord  Briftol's  motions  were  re- 
jected, on  a  divifion,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  juft  two  to  one,  the  num- 
bers being  60  to  30.  The  lords 
had  been  fummoned  on  that  day, 
on  a  motion  of  the  Duke  of  Man- 
chefter's ;  which  was  likewife  for 
naval  papers,  but  not  relative  to 
the  prefent  enquiry;  it  being  in- 
tenoed  to  convey  cenfure  or  cri- 
minality againll  the  minifters  in 
the  other  Houfe,  on  a  charge  of 
fingular  neglect.  It  was  aflerted, 
and  we  believe  has  not  been  dif- 
proved,  that  in  foiiic  time  after 
orders  were  difpatched  from  hence 
for  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
a  fleet  of  viftuallers  had  been  fuf- 
fered  to  depart  from  Ireland  for 
that  place,  in  total  ignorance  of 
the  defign  of  the  minifters,  and 
having  accordingly  entered  the 
Delaware,  efcaped  narrowly,  and 
by  mere  accident,  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
motion  was  for  the  papers  necefTary 
to  an  enquiry  into  this  tranfadtion. 
As  this  could  not  be  oppofed  upon 
any  fuppofitisn  of  danger,  from 
the  affording  of  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  the  motion  was  objected  to 
for  its  generality,  in  not  being  ap- 
plied to  the  fpecific  papers  and 
dates  which  were  wanted  ;  and 
alfo,  that  it  was  totally  unnecef- 
fary,  as  no  ill  confequence  what- 
ever had  arifen  from  the  fa£t,  even 
fuppofing  it  to  be  exactly  as  had 
been  reprefented.  This  motion  was 
likewife  rejefted,  by  a  majority  of 
40  to  28.  "' 

The  appointment  for  the  Lords 
to  attend  on  the  naval  difcuffion, 
having  been  changed  from  the 
1 6th   to   the  23d  of   April,    the 

Earl 
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Earl  of  Briftol  introduced  and 
fupported  his  motion,  with  an  ex- 
traordinary degree  of  ability  and 
profeffional  knowledge.  The  in- 
formation brought  out  was  various, 
and  feems  to  have  been  colledted 
with  accuracy.  He  informed  the 
Lords,  that  he  had  every  one  of 
the  papers  which  they  had  refufed 
to  him  then  in  his  hands,  but  that 
as  he  conceived  from  that  refufal, 
that  they  were  of  ©pinion  there 
would  be  fome  impropriety  in  ex- 
pofing  them  to  public  view,  how- 
ever contrary  that  was  to  his  own 
knowledge,  and  however  neceffary 
they  might  be  towards  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  great  national 
purpofe  which  he  was  purfuing, 
he  would,  notwithilanding,  upon 
that  account,  refrain  from  bringing 
them  forward.  He  farther  pro- 
fefl'ed,  that  in  regard  to  the  un- 
happy circumftances  of  our  fitua- 
tion,  and  neceffity  of  the  time,  he 
would  himfelf  throw  a  veil  over 
all  thofe  parts,  the  expofure  of 
which  could  pofiibly  afford  any 
ufeful  information  to  the  enemy. 

He  obferved,  at  the  clofe  of  his 
fpeech,  that  there  were  various 
parliamentary  methods  of  removing 
any  minifter;  and  all  of  v/hich, 
excepttng  one,  tended  to  punifh 
as  well  as  to  remove; — as,  a  bill 
of  impeachment,  a  bill  of  at- 
tainder, a  bill  of  pains  and  pe- 
nalties ;  all  thefe  went  to  puniih 
as  well  as  to  remove ;  but  that  of 
addreffing  the  King  to  remove  from 
his  jVIajelly's  councils  and  prefence 
for  ever,  tends  only  to  remove  the 
evil,  without  inflifling  any  real 
punidiment  on  the  offender.  He 
had,  however,  chofen  a  milder  me- 
thod than  any  of  thofe,  in  hopes 
of  the  concurrence  in  general  of 
the  Lords  j  and  that  many  of  thofe 
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who  had  formerly  concurred  in 
fupporting  thofe  meafures,  which 
had  fo  notorioufly  brought  the 
navy,  and  confequently  the  na- 
tion, into  their  prefent  firuation, 
being  now  convinced  of  their  pe.*-- 
nicious  tendency,  and  how  much 
they  had  been  deceived  by  artful 
mifrcpvefentation,  would  condemn 
thofe  very  meafures,  which  they 
had  then  been  fcduced  to  approve. 

He  accordingly  moved,  "  That 
"  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented 
"  to  his  Majeity,  that  he  will  be 
*'  gratioufly  pleafed  to  remove  the 
"  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of 
**  Sandwich,  firlt  commiflioner  for 
*'  executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
"  admiral  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 
*'  and  one  of  his  Majefly's  mofi: 
"  honourable  privy  council,  from 
"  the  faid  office  of  the  flrft  lord 
'*  commii'fionerof  the  admiralty." 

We  have  had  fo  much  occaiion, 
for  fome  time  part,  to  ilate  matter 
of  charge  and  defence,  as  they 
were  laid  or  fuftained  in  both 
Houfes,  with  refpeft  to  the  ftate 
of  the  navy,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  admiralty,  that  it  will  not  be 
fuppofed  that  much  new  ground 
relative  to  the  fubjeil  could  now 
be  opened.  The  curious  naval 
lifts,  calculations,  and  comparative 
eftimates,  dated  by  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  are  not  properly  within 
our  province.  The  great  point  of 
charge,  principally  laboured  by 
the  F.arl  of  Briftol,  and  to  wliich 
all  the  others  were  far  fubordinate, 
was  to  the  following  purport,  viz. 
That  about  feven  millions  morsi 
money  had  been  allotted  for  the 
fupport  and  incrcafe  of  our  navy 
during  the  l-ill  feven  years,  tha-.i, 
in  any  former  period  ;  and  that, 
during  that  time,  the  decreafe  and 
decline  of  the  navy,"?!^  hetn  iiv, 
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an  inverfe  ratio  to  the  excefs  of 
the  expenditure.  Upon  this  part 
of  the  fubjeft  he  exclaimed,  as  he 
had  done  with  great  energy  upon 
a  former  occafion — "  What  is  be- 
•*  come  of  our  navy  ? — Or,  if  there 
**  is  no  navy,  what  is  become  of 
**  our  money  ?" 

The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  navy,  defended  himfelf  in  his 
bfual  manner,  and  with  his  ufual 
ability.  He  affirmed  his  inno- 
cence in  flrong  terms,  and  exprefied 
with  great  feeling,  the  confolation 
and  pleafure  which  a  confcioufnefs 
of  it  afforded  ;  he  declared  his  fe- 
dulous  attention  to  the  duties  of 
his  office,  and  the  happy  etFefts 
which  refulted  from  it,  in  the  pre- 
fent  high  and  flouriffiing  ftate  of 
the  navy.  He,  however,  Ihifted 
off  all  perfonal  refponfibility  ;  de- 
claring that  he  was  anfwerable  for 
nothing  more  than  his  fhare,  in 
common  with  the  other  cabinet 
t,ounfellors.  With  refpeft  to  other 
matters,  he}  gave  a  flat  contra- 
Uidion  to  almoft  every  calculation 
and  eRimate  produced  by  his  no- 
ble antagonift,  whether  with  re- 
gard to  the  part  or  the  prefent  ftate 
of  naval  afl^"airs  in  this  country  ; 
and  did  not  believe  thofe  which 
related  to  France  or  Spain.  Some 
of  the  charges  brought  on  the 
other  fide,  were  treated  with  as 
little  ceremony.  One  in  parti- 
cular, which  liated  that  the  want 
of  flores  was  fo  deplorable,  that 
feme  fhips  of  Keppel's  fleet,  al- 
though under  failing  orders  for 
the  immediate  protedion  of  their 
country,  had  been  llript  of  their 
coidage  and  running  rigging,  in 
order  to  enable  Byron's  fqaadron 
to  proceed  to  America  ; — and,  that 
when  ;he  former  had  returned  to 
port,  after  the  action  of  ihe   27th 
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of  July,  they  were  detained  fbt 
feveral  days,  through  the  want  of 
mafts,  and  other  effential  articles 
of  fupply. — To  this  it  was  an- 
fwered,  that  the  fuperabundance 
of  ftores  in  the  docks  and  yards 
was  fo  great,  that  the  warehoufes 
and  other  proper  receptacles  were 
not  capable  of  containing  them  ; 
and  that  the  flock  of  hemp  in  par- 
ticular was  fo  vaftj  that  the  ad- 
miralty found  it  neceffary  to  ob- 
lige the  artificers  to  take  fome  of 
it  off  their  hands.  The  noble 
lord,  with  great  fatisfaftion  and 
good  temper,  ended  a  long  fpeech 
in  a  joke,  which  threw  the  whole 
Houfe  into  good  humour. 

The  Earl  of  Briftol,  however^ 
took  care  to  remind  their  lord- 
fhips,  that  every  one  of  his  charges 
were  now  fully  eftablifhed ;  for 
that  his  fpecific  accufations  were 
anfwered  only  by  general  affer- 
tions ;  and  terminated  by  attempts 
at  wit.  The  debates  were  long, 
and  moft  of  the  lords  who  are 
fpeakers  took  fome  fhare  in  them* 
The  queflion  being  at  length  put, 
the  motion  for  the  removal  of  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  was  rejefted  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  78  to 
39;  being  a  fecond  time.exadly 
two  to  one. 

It  may  perhaps   be  thought  fm- 
gular,  that   the  two  royal  brother 
dukes,  both  voted  on  this  occafion-, 
for   the   removal  of    the   Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  the  government  of 
the  navy.     It  was  obferved   in  a 
fubfequent  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,    that   the   fortune  of   thai'" 
nobleman   was  unequalled  in   the' 
hiftory  of    England,    namely,    in- 
continuing   to    hold    an    office   of 
fuch  vafl  importance  in  the  ftate, 
after  ^g  lords,  and    174  members 
of  the  other  Houfe,  bad  declared 
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upon  record,  his  being  unfit,  in- 
capable, and  confequently  his  re- 
moval from  it  neceffary. 

A  ihort  proteft,  couched  in  the 
following  terms,  was  figned  by  25 
lords—**  Becaufe,  as  it  is  highly 
*i  becoming  this  great  council  of 
**  the  nation  to  addrefs  his  Ma- 
"  jelly  for  the  removal  of  any 
**  minifter  for  negledl  of  duty  or 
«<  incapacity,  in  order  to  prevent 
<'  public  detriment ;  fo  we  con- 
«'  ceive  the  notoriety  of  the  fafts 
*'  in  this  debate  fufficiently  war- 
*♦  rants,  and  the  prefent  alarming 
*'  fituation  of  public  affairs  loudly 
•'  calls  for,  this  interpofition."— . 
The  Earl  of  Briftol  being  the 
mover,  thought  it  incumbent  on 
him,  that  pofterity  fhould  be  ac- 
quaintedwith  theparticular  grounds 
upon  which  he  founded  his  mo- 
tion. He  accordingly  entered  a 
feparate  proteft,  of  fome  length, 
for  that  purpofe.  His  death,  fooa 
after,  rendered  this  almoll  the  lall 
of  his  public  exertion. 

The  fecond  enquiry,  although 
not  of  fuch  magnitude,  confidered 
with  refped  to  its  national  im- 
portance and  confequences,  was, 
however,  upon  a  fubjeft  of  an  in- 
terefting  nature  ;  and  was  con- 
tinued, with  no  fmall  fhare  of 
trouble,  labour,  and  difficulty, 
through  much  the  greater  part  of 
the  feffion.  This  was  the  enquiry 
into  the  government  and  manage- 
ment of  Greenwich  hofpital ;  the 
firll  papers  on  which  were  moved 
for  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  on 
the  1 6th  of  February,  and  the 
final  decifion  of  the  Lords  de- 
livered only  on  the  7th  of  June, 
As  the  fupervifion  of  this  noble 
foundation  lay  officially  in  the  ad- 
miralty, the  enquiry,  of  courfe, 
tended  viriualJy  to  ihe  cenfure  or 


crimination  of  the  noble  lord  a% 
the  head  of  that  department ;  who 
accordingly  underltanding  it  iu 
that  light,  took  fuch  means  of  de- 
fence, as  if  it  had  been  an  avowed 
and  direft  perfonal  accufation. 
The  affair  was  accordingly  fully 
and  ably  difcuffed  ;  and  a  great 
number  of  witnelTes,  as  well  as  no 
fmall  quantity  of  written  teAimony 
brought  forward. 

It  would  not  perhaps  be  very 
fafe  with  regard  to  julHce,  (if  it 
even  lay  properly  within  our  line 
of  obfervation)  to  give  any  ac- 
count of  this  enquiry,  which  did 
not  nearly  comprize  the  whole  vo- 
luminous detail  of  evidence,  wiih 
which  it  was  accompanied,  the 
crofs  examination  and  particular 
objeflions  which  it  brought  out, 
together  with  the  fpeeches  made 
by  the  noble  duke,  earl,  and  other 
lords,  which  are  to  be  confidered 
as  the  pleadings  in  this  caufe.  la 
this  flate  it  has  already  been  com- 
municated to  the  public,  in  the 
accounts  which  have  been  pub- 
lifhed  of  the  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings of  that  time ;  and  the 
able  fpeech  made  by  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  in  liis  own  de- 
fence, has  likewife  appeared  in  a 
feparate,  and,  probably,  correded 
publication.  We  alfo  truft,  that 
the  printed  cafe  of  the  late  un- 
fortunate lieutenant  governor.  Cap- 
tain Baillie,  is  in  moft;  hands. 

The  chief  matters  of  abufe  which 
appeared  in  the  enquiry,  were  the 
two  following;  firll,  fome  improper 
variations  in  the  new  charter  from 
the  old,  and  fome  fufpicious  ma- 
nagement with  relation  to  it  ;  and, 
that  Captain  Baillie,  the  lieu- 
tenant governor,  who  had  fliewa 
great  zeal  and  aflivity  in  detefling 
abufes,  and  particularly  had  pro- 
f:cwted 


i6oJ     ANNUAL    RE 

fecuttd  to  convtftion  the  butcher, 
who  by  contradt  fuppUed  the  hoi- 
piial  with  provifion,  for  fraudu- 
lently furnifhing  meat  of  a  bad 
qualicy,  when  he  was  paid  as.ior 
the  beft ;  had,  on  his  part,  been 
profecuted  by  the  officers  of  the 
houfe  on  aftions  brought  by  thofe, 
whom  he  ha'd  charged  with  abufes 
—in  which  aftions  they  were  de- 
feated— Yet  the  convifted  butcher 
was  continued  in  one  of  the  courts, 
and  had  his  contraft  renewed,  and 
the  acquitted  Captain  Baillie  was 
turned  out  of  his  office  to  ftarve, 
without  any  provifion  or  compen- 
fation  whatfoever. — The  other  de- 
tails it  would  be  impoffible  to  enter 
into,  and  difficult  to  form  a  judg- 
ment on,  as  the  feveral  particulars 
of  changes,  feem  to  have  been 
fome  better  and  fome  worfe  fup- 
ported. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve, 
that  as  the  Duke  of  Richmond  had 
conftantly  difclaimed  every  idea 
of  any  accufation  againft  the  firfl 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  de- 
clared that  he  took  up  the  enquiry 
merely  for  the  fake  of  public  juf- 
tice,  and  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
penfioners,  fo,  upon  its  cloie,  and 
the  fumming  up  of  the  evidence, 
he  did  not  move  for  any  vote  of 
cenfure  againft  that  nobleman  ; 
'  but  only  propofed  the  bringing  in 
oT  a  bill,  for  remedying  thofe 
grievances  in  the  hofpital,  and 
tho^  malverfations  in  its  govern- 
ment, which  he  fuppofed  he  had 
proved.  And  as  he  confiderfd  the 
lieutenant-governor  to  be  merely  a 
vidim  to  his  integrity,  to  a  faith- 
ful and  diligent  difcharge  of  his 
duty,  and  particularly  to  his  in- 
flexible oppofi'ion  to  thofe  inno- 
vations, which  the  noble  duke,  as 
well  ashimfelf,  deemed  totally  de- 
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ftruftive  to  the  government  and 
interefts  of  the  hofpital,  he  thought 
it  an  aft  of  the  moft  ncceffary 
juftice,  that  fuch  an  officer  Ihould 
receive  a  reafonable  compenfation, 
for  the  lofles,  fuffenngs,  and  per- 
fecutJon,  which  he  had  fuftained ; 
the  more  efpecially,  as  his  place, 
which  was  properly  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  freehold,  was,  at  a 
market  price,  worth  a  very  confi- 
derable  fum  of  money. 

He  accordingly  moved,  that,  in 
confideration  of  Captain  Baillie's 
having  been  illegally  removed  from 
his  office,  by  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, and  of  the  zeal  he  had 
uniformly  ffiewn  during  the  courfe 
of  feventcen  years  fervice  in  the 
faid  hofpital,  the  Houfe  fhould 
addrefs  his  Majefty,  to  confer  on 
him  fome  mark  of  his  royal  fa- 
vour. 

The  motion  was  rejefted,  upon  a 
a  divifi6n,  by  a  majority  of  67 
to  25. 

A  feceffion  of  the  minority  lords 
immediately  took  place,  as  foon 
as  the  divifion  was  over ;  but  the 
court  party  were  far  from  being 
content  with  a  bare  viftory,  and 
feemed  determined  to  affix  fuch  a 
lligma  upon  fuch  enquiries,  as*- 
might  prevent  any  trouble  of  thfe 
fame  nature  for  the  future.  Thre^ 
lords  fucceffively  moved  three  feV 
parate  motions,  each  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  furpaffing  the  preceding 
in  energy  and  cffeft.  The  firft 
went  to  a  fimple  declaration,  that 
nothing  had  appeared  in  the  courfe 
of  the  enquiry,  which  called  for 
any  interpoiition  of  the  legifla- 
ture. — The  fecond,  that  the  book 
which  had  been  referred  to  the 
committee,  (Captain  Baillie's  cafe 
of  the  royal  hofpital,  &c,)  con- 
tained a  groundlei's  and  malicious 
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reprefentation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  and  others, 
,tfee  officers  of  Greenwich  hofpital. 
(ifi^-And  the  third  declared,  thaMhe 
revenues  of  Greenwich  hofpital 
had  been  confiderabiy  increafcd, 
and  that  it  had  derived  f^^veral  other 
fpecified  benefits  and  advantages, 
under  the  adrniaiHraiion  of  the 
prefent  noble  lord. 
^,>  It  feems  upon  the  whole  pro- 
bable, that  the  iflue  of  this  en- 
quiry went  as  far  beyond  all  ex- 
pectation on  the  one  fide,  as  it 
fell  totally  Ihort  of  it  on  the  other. 
The  fate  of  Captain  Baiilie  has 
been  much  and  generally  com- 
miferated.  His  cafe,  indeed,  feems 
very  hard  ;  and  it  can  fcarcely  be 
tioubted,  that  if  the  affording  him 
a  compenfation,  could  have  been 
feparated  from  the  idea  of  con- 
veying cenfure  on  the  firfl  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  that  it  muft  have 
been  liberally  granted.  How  far 
the  prefent  decifion,  along  with 
the  ruin  of  that  gentleman,  may 
operate  as  an  example,  in  ex- 
citing the  integrity  and  diligence 
of  the  fervants  of  the  public,  in 
the  future  execution  of  their  re- 
fpeftive  ofHccs,  mull  be  deter- 
mined by  experience  ;  but  that  it 
inufl  produce  a  full  efFsft,  v.'hilc 
ever  it  is  remembered,  in  reftrain- 
ing  all  indifcreet  zeal  for  the  cor- 
redlion.  or  reformation  of  abufes, 
will  fcarcely  be  queflioned. 

The  feafon  was  novv  far  ad- 
vanced, which  demanded  a  recefs 
l&'om  the  toils  of  a  very  trouble- 
fome  and  laborious  fefiion.  The 
affairs  of  Ireland  were,  however, 
becoming  every  day  more  alarm- 
ing ;  but  notwithflanding  the  re- 
peated efforts  of  the  oppofitioa  In. 
both    Houfes.    the    miniRers    de- 
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feated  every  attempt  towards  en- 
quiry upon  that  fuojctl.  The 
Marquis  of  Rockinghrvm  bad  tal^en 
up  ti-o  bufiaefs,  en  the  nth  of 
Mq,y,  iu.  a.  very  long  and  able 
fpeech,  in  which  he  eqaaliy  faewed 
his  intimate  and  extenfive  know'^ 
ledge  of  the  fubjedl,  and  dif- 
played,  in  f!rlking  colour?,  the  de- 
plorable difirefTes,  the  grievances, 
and  the  very  alarming  circum- 
ftances,  which  attended  the  pre- 
fent fituation  of  that  country.  He 
accordingly  urged  in  the  rtrongeH 
terms  the  neceffity  of  providing 
immediate  remedies  for  thofe  evils* 
and  the  fatal  confequences  to  which 
any  delay  muft  be  liable.  He  was 
oppofed,  partly  with  refpecl  to  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon,  and  partly 
with  refpeft  to  the  nicenefs  and 
difFiCulty  of  the  fubjeiS,  in  whidi 
the  interefts  of  both  countries  were 
fo  materially  affefted,  and  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  claflied,  (a 
complicated  and  intricate,  that  any 
fcheme  for  the  relief  of  one,  with- 
out injury  to  the  other,  muft  re- 
quire long  application  and  fluuy» 
minute  enquiry,  and  the  mod  ma- 
ture deliberation.  The  repeated 
fubfequent  endeavours  of  the  no- 
ble marquis,  and  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne,  who  were  likewife  ccn- 
flani'y  fupported  by  the  other  lords 
in  oppofition,  brought  on,  how- 
ever, at  length,  and  near  the  clofe 
of  the  fefiion,  a  kind  of  corapro- 
mife  u'ith  the  lord  prefident  of  the 
council ;  that  nobleman  pledging 
himfelf,  that  in  good  faith,  and 
fo  far  as  he  could  venture  to  anfwer 
abfolutely  for  others,  a  proper 
plan  for  accommodating  the  af- 
fairs of  Ireland,  faould  be  pre* 
pared  and  digefted  by  rhe  mi-^ 
nifters,  during  the  recefs,  and  in 
[L]  readi* 
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readincfs  to  lay  before  parliamenr 
at  tiie  opening  of  the  enfuitig  I'ei- 
fian. 

Notwithftanditig  the  latenefs  of 
the  feafon,  the  atrairs  of  Ireland, 
uith  the  unfinir'icd  ftate  of  the 
AmBricah  enquiry,  and  the  con- 
fequent  cenfure  which  Jay  upon  the 
commanders,  from  the  unex petted 
charges  and  evidence  brought  a- 
gainil  them,  without  any  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  witnefies  to  their 
vindication,  were  taken  as  grounds 
by  Mr.   Thomiis  TownOiend,  tor 

r  .      an  addrcfs  to  the  King 

Tune  irtn.  •    ,i  .u  • 

-'  '         afainu  the  prorcgation 

of  parliament,  until  the  bufinefs 
and  matters  dated  in  the  motionj 
^v^^re  finiihed  or  fettled;  This  mo- 
tion brought  out  much  mifceila- 
neous  debate,  and  was  at  length 
rrjetlcd  upon  a  divifiorij  by  a  ma- 
jority of  147,   to  70. 

But  the  lollowing  day  prefented 
a  new  face  of  aiFairs.  and  opened 
a  new  fccne  of  bufmefs,  by  the 
difclofure  of  one  of  the  moft  a- 
larfi->ing  events  which  could  well 
have  happened,  in  the  already  em- 
barralTed  and  critical  flate  of  the 
nation.  This  was  the  hoHi.'e  ma- 
nifelio  which  was  prefented  by  the 
Marquis  D'Almodovar,  the  Spa- 
nifh  ambafTddor,  and  accompanied 
with  the  notice  of  his  immediate 
departure  from  this  country. 

,  The   minillcr  ufliered   in 

'  "*  the  manifello,  as  ufual,  with 
a  fOyal  niefi"<ige,  in  which  they 
v.ere  Hco^ya'nted  with  the  confe- 
qucnt  recal  of  the  Britifh  ambaf- 
fador  from  the  court  of  Madrid. 
His  Majeily  aTlfo  declared  in  the. 
Tobil  foi«?mn  manner,  that  his  de- 
lire  to  prcferve  and  to  cultivate 
peace  and  friendly  intercourfe  vv'ith 
the  court  of  Spain,  had  been  uni- 
form and  fincere ;  and  that  his 
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condudl  towards  that  power,  had 
been  guided  by  no  othrr  rnotive* 
or  principles,  than  thoft  of  jiood 
faith,  honour,  and  juUi'.'e.  ■  GrCdt 
furprize  was  txprt-fl'ui  at  the  pre- 
tences on  which  the  declaration 
was  grounded,  as  forre  of  the 
grievances  therein  enumt^ned,  had 
never  come  to  the  knov/l.^dge  of 
his  M'^jcfty,  either  by  reprefenta- 
tion  on  the  part  of  Spain,  or  by 
intelligence  from  any  other  quar- 
ter;  and  that  in  all  cafes  where 
appl.cstions  had  been  received,  the 
.matter  of  complaint  had  been 
treated  with  the  utmoli  attention, 
and  put  into  a  due  courfe  of  en- 
quiry and  redrefs.  It  concluded 
with  the  iirmfll  confidence,  that 
the  Commons,  with  the  fame  zeal 
and  public  fpirit,  which  his  Ma- 
jelly  had  fo  often  experienced, 
would  fupport  him  in  his  refolu- 
tion  to  exert  all  the  power,  and 
all  the  refources  of  the  nation,  to 
refifl:  and  repel  any  hoilile  attempts 
of  the  court  of  Spain. 

The  Spanifl)  manifello,  was  a 
loofe,  and  rather  a  llrange  fort  of» 
a  compofition  ;  dealing  a'mofi:  en- 
tirely in  generals  ;  without  any  i 
clear  arrangement  or  diUribution 
of  matter  ;  without  any  accuracy 
in  the  Hating,  or  much  fpeciiica- 
tion  of  ti.TJe,  place,  or  circum- 
flance,  with  refpcct  to  fadls,  it 
feems  to  throw  charges  about  at 
random,  without  any  attention  to 
their  direction,  or  care  about  their 
eficdl.  Nor  is  the  reafoning  much 
more  conclufive.  Yet  it  affords 
one  initance  of  precifion,  perhaps 
unequalled  in  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  corps  diplomatique,  from 
the  commencement  of  their  earlieil 
records.  That  is,  where  it  fpe- 
cifies  in  one  line,  that  the  whole 
number    of    infuhs.    ajid    injuries 

which 
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which  Spain  had  received  from 
Great  Britain,  amounred  lately,  to 
juft  one  hundred. 

The  manifefto,  however,  efta- 
bliflied  one  fatl,  and  :hat  of"  fuf- 
ficient  confequcnce ;  namely,  that 
Spain  had  taken  a  decided  part 
with  France  and  America  againft 
Great  Britain.  It  alfj  afFoiJed 
an  information  not  before  known 
to  the  public,  although  we  think 
it  had  been  mendoned  as  a  matter 
of  reprobation  by  Tome  gentlemen 
in  parliament.  That  was,  that 
Spain  had  been  employed  as  a 
mediator  between  England  and 
France,  and  had  been  adtually  ne- 
gociating  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  two  nations  for  above  eight 
months.  A  principal  part  of  the 
refentment  expreiTed  or  implied  in 
the  manifefto,  feems  to  derive  its 
fource  from  the  condudt  of  Great 
Britain  with  refpeft  to  this  nec,o- 
ciation  ;  the  cabinet  being  direitiy 
or  indiredly  charged,  (in  the  Icofe 
manner  of  that  aeciaration)  with 
difingenuity  or  infincerity,  in  pro- 
tracting and  fpinning  it  out,  with- 
out any  fixed  or  real  intention  of 
peace,  and  ufiing  Spain  as  its  in- 
ftrum^nt  in  that  purpofe.  This 
feems  repeated  or  confirmed  at  the 
end  of  the  manifefto,  where  it  is 
luppofed,  that  the  experience  of 
other  nations  in  the  conduft  of  the 
Britidi  miniftry,  will  prove  a  jufti- 
iication  of  the  decifive  meafiires 
adcvpted  by  the  Spanifh  monarch. 

It  feems  to  appear,  that  the  ne- 
gociation  now  in  queftion  was  con- 
duced upon  the  fame  ground  and 
principle,  the  bare  propofal  cf 
which  was  treated  with  iuch  in- 
dignation and  difdain  by  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Pitt,  in  the  late  war  ;  viz, 
tlje  confidering  the  feparate  claims 
\Qi  France  and  Spain  as  one  com- 


mon objeft,  and  comprifmg  their 
fettlement  in  the  fame  treaty.  The 
full  effect  of  that  family  compaft, 
which  had  been  overlooked  or  neg- 
ledled  at  the  treaty  of  Paris,  now 
unhappily  appeared  in  its  moft 
dangerous  afpeft. 

It  could  fcarcely  be  expefted  that 
the  difclofure  of  this  alarming 
event,  which  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  often  predidled  by  the  mi" 
nority,  ftiould  not  have  brought 
out  fome  reproach  upon  the  mi- 
nifters.  They  were  accordingly 
reminded,  with  great  feverity,  of 
their  blindnefs,  obftinacy,  and  ab- 
furdity  upon  that  fubjecl;  Of  the 
contempt  with  which  they  had 
treated  every  timely  warning  of 
the  danger,  and  the  exultation  and 
triumph  which  they  conftantly  ex- 
prefild,  at  the  folly  and  ignorance 
of  the  oppofition  in  entertaining 
fuch  ideas.  Spain  could  have  no 
intereft  in  joining  our  enemies : 
Spain  had  colonies  of  her  ovvn^ 
and  would  not  fet  fo  bad  an  ex- 
ample, as  to  afford  aid  or  fuccour 
to  our  rebellious  colonies :  Spaia 
was  befides  naturally  attached  to 
Great  Britain  j  and  if  it  were 
otherwife,  fhe  was  not  able  to  en- 
ter into  a  war.  Even  the  honour^ 
fincerity,  and  undoubted  fidelity 
of  the  court  of  Spain,  were  held 
up  as  facred  ;  and  the  venturiiig  to 
call  them  in  queftion,  byrealbning 
from  the  efFedl  to  the  caufe,  and 
(hewing  her  defign  from  her  ap- 
parent preparation,  was  refented 
as  a  high  degree  of  prophanation. 
Such  were  the  language  and  doc- 
trines, thfey  faid^  conftantly  held 
out,  and  perfifted  in  to  the  laft 
moment  by  the  miniftcrs.  And 
thus  was  parliament  and  the  na- 
tion kept  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  dc- 
lufion,  until  they  were  awakened 

[IJ  z  from 


164]      ANNUAL    RE 

from  their  dream,  by  the  fudden 
crafli  of  the  mighty  ruin  which 
was  falling  upon  them.  Thefe 
delufions  feemed  ever  to  increafe, 
as  we  approached  to  the  decifive 
moment  of  their  deteftiop.  And 
thofe  minifters,  who  were  utterly 
incapable  of  governing  the  affairs 
of  their  own  country  with  pro- 
priety or  fafety,  had  the  matchlefs 
effrontery  of  fetting  themfelves  up 
as  ftatefmen  and  politicians  for  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  and  of  know- 
ing the  interefls  of  France  and 
Spain,  better  than  they  did  them- 
felves. 

But  notwithflanding  the  ftrong 
refleftions  and  charges  on  the  con- 
du£t  of  minifters,  both  Houfes 
were  unanimous  in  their  determi- 
nation, of  fupporting  the  war 
againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
with  all  the  powers,  and  all  the 
refources  of  the  nation.  The  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  with  America, 
and  the  mode  of  applying  the  un- 
limited means  which  were  to  be 
granted,  affording  the  only  dif- 
ference of  opinion. 

The  addrefs  to  the  throne,  in 
anfwer  to  the  royal  meffage  and 
communication,  which  the  minifter 
moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, was  accordingly  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to;  and  contained 
the  fulleil  aflurance,  that  they 
would,  with  unfliaken  fidelity  and 
TefoUuion,  and  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  ftand  by  and  fupport  his 
majeffy,  in  repelling  all  the  hoftile 
defigns  and  attempts  of  his  ene- 
mies, againft  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  rights  and  common 
intereffs  of  his  fubjefts. 

But  as  foon  as  the  addrefs  was 
agreed  to,  Lord  John  'CavendiOi 
moved  for  another,  to  be  prerented 
at  the    fame  time,   prayirg,    that 
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his  majefty  would  give  immadiattf 
orders,  for  the  collefting  of  hi* 
fleets  and  armies  in  fuch  a  manner,, 
as  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
exert  the  whole  force  of  this  coun- 
try, againft  the  united  force  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon.  The  fecretary 
at  war  having  then  aficed,  whether 
the  words  '•  ixhok  force"  were 
intended  to  include  the  force  in 
America  ;  and  being  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative,  he  immediately 
moved  for  an  adjournment. 

It  was  contended  in  fupport  of 
the  motion,  that  it  was  impoflible 
to  fupport  the  American  war,  and 
to  oppofe  f'rance  and  Spain  with 
efieft,  or  even  with  fafety.  That 
the  Britifli  dominions  in  Europe 
were  now  at  ftake,  which  necef- 
farily  demanded  our  firft  care  and 
concern  ;  and  that  the  Britifh  force 
ihould  therefore  be  in  Europe,  as 
well  for  their  defence,  as  for  car- 
rying the  dangers  and  calamities  of 
war  home  to  our  enemies.  That 
could  only  aff'ord  a  rational  hope 
of  curing  their  malice  and  in- 
juftice  ;  and  of  compelling  them 
to  renounce  their  ambitious  and 
infidious  defigns.  That  to  employ 
the  great  body  of  the  force,  and 
to  exhauft  the  refources  of  this 
kingdom  in  North  America,  would 
be  to  play  the  game  of  France  and 
Spain,  and  to  put  us  in  a  fituation 
of  a  mere  defenfive  war  ;  in  which, 
befides  the  incredible  charge  of 
fupporting  it,  much  was  to  be  loft 
and  nothing  gained. 

On  the  other  fide,  befides  the 
reafons  which  we  have  frequently 
feen  for  not  abandoning  America,. 
it  was  principally  oppofed,  as  an 
invafion  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
in  prefcribing  to  the  king  the  mode 
of^'condufting  the  war.  That  even, 
exclufive  of  that  conrideracion,  the 

open 
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open  council  of  the  nation  was  ex- 
ceedingly ill  calculated  for  fuch 
difcuffions,  ard  for  charging  itfelf 
with  the  executive  condudil  of  the 
ftate,  at  any  time ;  but  more  par- 
ticularly in  a  war  of  fo  complicated 
a  nature,  and  in  a  feafon  of  fuch 
critical  emergency  as  the  prefent. 
And  that  at  moll,  whether  the 
council  was  right  or  wrong,  it 
could  only  amount  to  a  recom- 
mendation to  minillers  to  do  their 
duty  ;  to  do  that,  for  the  due  and 
wife  performance  of  which,  the 
conftitution  had  already  made  them 
refponfible.  It  was  added,  that 
fuppofing  the  meafure  to  be  the 
wiieft  that  cou.d  be  adopted,  and 
fuppofing  it  fO  be  even  already 
relolved  on^.ic  would  be  extremely 
impioper  to  announce  the  dtugn  to 
our  various  enemies,  and  thereby  • 
afford  them  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
paring  for  and  baffling  the  tfFedl. 

The  motion  of  adjtiurment  was 
carried  on  a  divifion,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  a  156,  to,  80.  —  Some  mem- 
bers on  both  fides  exprelTed  their 
ftrongeft  wi flies,  that  fome  meafure 
might  be  taken,  in  a  feafon  of  ib 
much  danger,  to  induce  Lord 
Howe  and  Admiral  Keppel  to 
afford  their  fervices  to  the  public, 
A  noble  vifcount,  in  particular, 
acknowledged  that  private  confi- 
derations  were  mixed  with  his 
public,  in  his  concern  on  that  ac- 
count; and  that  without  the  fma'lell 
difrefpeft  to  the  Officers  now  em- 
ployed, he  could  not  avoid  think- 
ing it  a  great  addition  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  ,'ellatei  and  property, 
that  thofe  great  commanders  were 
at  the  head  of  our  fleets. 

,       The  addrefs  in  the  Houfe 
,[  '    of  Lords  met  with  an  op- 

pofition  of  a  different  nature.     A 
noble  earl,  after  immediately  ex- 
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preffing  the  flrongefl  refentment 
and  indignation  againft  thofe  mi- 
niflers,  to  whom  he  direftly  and 
politively  charged  all  the  calamity 
which  had  fallen  upon  the  Britifh 
empire;  and  who,  he  faid,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  were  employed 
in  breaking  down  and  trampling 
upon  the  fences  of  the  conilitution 
at  home,  were,  for  the  completion 
of  the  fame  nefarious  fyflem,  equal- 
ly induliricus  in  fowing  the  feeds 
of  difcord  and  civil  war,  and  of 
fpreadii  g  diltrefs  and  ruin  through 
all  our  dependencies,  until  they  had 
at  length  expofed  us,  enfeebled  and 
■worn  down,  to  the  enmity  and 
threatened  deflruAflion  of  our  na- 
tural rivals,  acid  hereditary  ene- 
mies, moved  a  claufe  by  way  of 
amendment  to  the  addrefs.  This 
claufo*,  wrh  the  bitiereft  cenfure 
upon  pall  cotiduft,  went  to  a  total 
change  of  fyflem  and  of  men,  as 
the  only  means  of  reltoring  con- 
fidence and  union,  and  of  prefer- 
vation  left  for  the  political  ex- 
iflence  of  this  once  great  empire* 

As  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in- 
tended a  motion,  which  being  lefs 
pointed  and  more  general,  was 
hoped  to  meet  with  a  much  greater 
concurrence,  the  noble  earl  was 
in  treated  to  withdraw  or  poflpone 
his  Emendment;  he  was,  however, 
inflexible  in  his  determination  of 
abiding  by  his  motion,  if  he  were 
even  fure  of  being  alone  in  its 
fupport.  The  queflion  was  ac- 
cordingly put,  and  the  claufe  re- 
jecied  upon  a  divifiou,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  62,  to  23. 

The  duke  then,  after  urging 
unanimity,  and  fheu-ing  its  abfohite 
necf^ility  .'i  ihemoll  mcSinrr  tej-ms, 
nr.oved  an  amendment  t©  the  fol- 
lowing purport. — ;That  in  a  mo- 
ment,   fo  critical   as   that  which 
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now  prefents  itfelf  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  parliament,  the  moil 
aweful  this  country  has  ever  ex- 
perienced, it  would  be  deceiving 
his  majefty  and  the  nation,  if,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  lamented 
the  fatal  efFedl  of  thofe  councils, 
which  by  dividing  and  wafting  the 
force  of  the  empire  in  civil  wars, 
had  thereby  incited  our  natural 
enemies  to  take  advantage  of  our 
weak  and  diftrafted  condition,  they 
were  not  to  reprefent  to  his  ma- 
jefty, that  the  only  means  of  re- 
fifting  the  powerful  combination 
which  now  threatened  this  country, 
would  be,  by  a  total  change  of  that 
fyftem,  which  had  involved  us  in 
our  prefent  difficulties  in  America, 
in  Ireland,  and  a:  home ;  by  fuch 
pieans,  attended  with  prudent  oe- 
conomy,  and  the  due  exertion  of  a 
brave  and  united  people,  they 
trufted  that  his  majefty,  under  the 
affiftance  of  Divine  Providence, 
would  be  able  to  withftand  all  his 
enemies,  and  to  reftore  Great  Bri- 
tain to  its  former  refpeded  and 
happy  fuuation. 

He  fupported  the  niotion  with 
his  ufual  ability.  He  faid,  that 
he  would  not  confider  paft  mif- 
carriages ;  he  would  not  refer  to 
any    former   circumftances,   which 


tion  of  the  three  principal  objedf 
of  the  amendment,  America,  Ire- 
land, and  the  home  defence.  By 
the  home  defence,  he  meant  our 
naval  force  in  the  European  feas. 
He  was  forry  to  find,  that  thirty- 
one  Ihips  of  the  line,  compofed 
the  whole  naval  force  on  which 
this  country  was  to  rely  at  prefent 
for  proteflion  and  fafety.  At  the 
fame  time  that  he  underftood,  and 
could  not  doubt  the  authority,  that 
the  French  and  Spanilh  fleets  in 
the  European  feas  amounted'  to 
about  double  that  number,  all  novf 
fit  for  adual  fervice.  But  a  pre- 
fent circumftance,  which  alarmed 
him  exceedingly,  was  the  authentic 
intelligence  he  had  received,  that 
a  French  fleet,  confifting  of  28 
fhips  of  the  line,  with  feveral  thou- 
fand  land  forces  on  board,  had 
failed  from  Breft  on  the  3d  of  the 
prefent  June,  and  were  at  that 
moment,  if  they  chofe  it,  mafters 
of  the  Britifli  channel.  On  this 
occafion  he  faid,  that  although  he 
did  not  intend  to  enter  into  any 
retrofpeflive  matter,  he  could  not 
refrain  from  exprefilng  his  utmoft 
aftoniftiment  at  the  condudl  of  the 
firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty;  whe- 
ther it  were  with  jefpefl  to  the  un- 
pardonable negle£t  of  his  duty,  if 


might  tend  to  create  a  diverfity  of    he  did  not  know   that  the  French 


opinion.  His  amendment  was 
founded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  pub- 
lic union  and  public  ftrength,  and 
was  intended  to  dire£l  the  atten- 
tion of  the  throne  and  of  the  houfe, 
to  the  real,  and  aitually  exiftiiig 
circumftances  of  the  nation,  and 
to  imprefs  the  public  with  a  due 
fenfe  of  their  condition  ;  a  full 
knowledge  of  which,  could  only 
jnfpire  union,  confidence,  and  vi- 
gour in  exertion.  He  entered  fully 
gnd  feparately  into  the  confidera- 


fleet  were  to  fail  about  that  time, 
or  to  his  direft  criminality,  if  he 
was  apprized  of  that  event,  in  not 
having  the  grand  fleet  in  timely 
readinefs  to  meet  the  French  at 
their  coming  out  to  fea,  inftead 
of  thus  abandoning  our  commerce 
and  our  coafts  to  their  mercy. 

After  placing  in  a  very  clear 
point  of  view,  the  ftate  of  our 
public  afFairs  in  every  quarter,  he 
obierved  that  tiie  extent  of  the 
danger,  inftead  of  finking  us  into 

abjedt 
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i^bji-d  deifoodency  and  defpair, 
ihould  rouze  us  co  the  utmolt  ex- 
ertions of  our  native  courage,  our 
talents,  and  natural  powers,  v/ith 
the  myll  unlimited  application  of 
pur  means,  of  whatever  fort.  It 
■\yHs  the  duty  of  man  to  llruggle 
lyith  difficulties,  and  to  furmount 
them  by  refolution  and  aiSlivity  ; 
tind  whatever  he  was  bound  to  bear 
pr  perform  in  his  individual  ca- 
pacity, he  was  bound  to  bear  or 
perform  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
Qiunity.  Every  man,  he  faidj  was 
flailed  upon  in  the  prefent  calami- 
lous  and  dangerous  fituation,  to 
afllli  by  his  purfe  or  his  perfon. 
Thofe  who  were  qualified  to  li,'^ht, 
Y'ould  fulftl  their  duty  generouHy 
that  way  ;  thofe  who  could  pay, 
mult  contribute  to  the  fervice  of 
their  country  in  the  manner  they 
were  beit  able.  No  exemption 
could  be  admitted.  It  was  a  feafon 
of  peculiar  urgency  ;  and  the  means 
of  defence  mult  correfpond  with 
the  fituation.  Thofe  who  were 
blelt  with  afiiuence  muft  contribute 
largely.  When  the  fafety  of  the 
Itate  was  at  ilake,  all  reafoning 
was  at  an  end. 

But  if  the  means  were  freely  ad- 
ininiRered,  it  was  equally  necef- 
fary  that  they  ihould  be  wifely 
applied.  Indeed  the  one  can  never 
be  afFoided,  to  its  proper  o^tenr, 
any  more  than  elfe^t,  without  a 
confidence  in  the  other.  To  attain 
that  confidence,  a  total  change  of 
that  fyttem,  to  which  our  prefent 
iitu^tion,  and  all  our  paft  loljes 
and  misfortunes  v.'ere  attributed, 
was  ablolutely  and  indifpenfibiy 
BeceflTary.  Without  that,  nothing 
could  be  done.  With  it,  notwith- 
standing the  prodigious  combi.ia- 
tioa  of  power  leagued  for  our  de- 
jftfudtion,  he  had    ;he  fuUeft  con- 


fidence  in  the  fpirit  and   exertion 
of  a  free  and  united  people. 

His  idea  was,  immediately  to 
abandon  the  American  war,  at 
lead  for  the  prefent ;  and  to  em-, 
ploy  the  great  military  force, 
which  was  doing  vvcrfe  than  no- 
thing there,  againft  our  enemies. 
If  luch  a  meafure  was  not  the 
means  of  recovering  America,  ic 
could  not  be  the  caule  of  lofing  it, 
America  was  already  worfe  than 
loft.  It  was  the  drain  of  our  trea- 
fure,  and  of  our  beft  blood  j  it 
was  the  great  caufe  of  divihon  ia 
parliament,  and  in  the  nation.  If 
that  unfortunate  war  was  once 
abandoned,  and  with  it  the  {yilenv 
which  gave  it  birth,  and  upoa 
which  all  the  councils  from  whence 
we  derive  cur  calamities  were 
founded,  we  fliould  ;igain  fee  union 
at  home,  vigorous  and  fuccefsful 
exertions  abroad,  the  people  again 
placing  a  full  and  proper  confi- 
dence in  thofe  who  were  entrufted 
with  the  condudl  of  public  affairs ; 
and,  he  had  not  a  doubt,  that 
Britain,  as  flie  had  often  been 
before,  would  prove  more  than  a 
match  for  the  whole  Houfe  of 
Bourbon.  He  concluded  by  put- 
ting in  a  refervation,  that  when 
he  fliould  be  called  upon  to  pledge 
his  life  and  fortune,  fuch  a  pledge, 
on  his  part,  mult  be  met  with  by 
that  fpecies  of  fecurity,  which  is 
ever  underflood  to  be  the  condition 
of  fo  lacred  a  truft.  He  muil 
have  one  grand  teft  of  the  wifdom 
of  future  meafures  ;  and  that  was 
an  immediate  change  of  the  ruling 
fy  Item, 

Some  other  lords  on  the  fame 
fide,  particularly  the  Earl  of  Shel^ 
burne,  could  no:  confine  their  ideas 
to  a  change  of  fyftem  only  ;  no 
good,    they    faid^    could   be  done, 

f  Aj  ^  withoLU 
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without  a  total  change  of  men,  as 
well  as  of  fyllem.  Thofe  phan- 
tom? of  minifters  ;  thofe  things, 
thty  faid,  who  had  been  tricked 
oCtt  in  that  garb  and  likenefs, 
merely  for  the  purpofes  of  delu 
iion,  and  who  had  been  employed 
as  the  fervile  inftruments  of  carry- 
ing that  deilrudive  fyllem  into 
execuvion,  muft  be  totally  done 
away.  If  there  was  a  hope,  they 
faid,  of  everreitoring  this  country, 
in  any  degree,  to  its  prifiine  feli- 
city, the  evil  mull  be  traced  to  its 
very  fource.  The  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  naval  department, 
underwent,  upon  this  occafion,  no 
fmall  degree  of  cenfiire  and  re- 
proach ;  and  was  not  only  confi- 
dered  as  one  of  the  principals  in 
that  fyftem  which  was  fo  repro- 
bated, but  was  charged  diredly, 
and  to  his  face,  with  having  been 
the  means,  through  his  ignorance, 
incapacity,  and  official  negledl,  of 
iirft  inviting  the  French  attack, 
and  then  bringing  on  the  Spanilh 
war. 

That  noble  earl,  undoubtedly, 
from  a  due  attention  to  the  prefent 
ftate  of  circiimllances,  did  not 
think  fit  to  interrupt  the  public 
bufinefs,  by  entering  into  any  de- 
fence or  exculpation  of  his  condudl. 
Neither  did  the  lords  immediately 
in  adrninidration,  enter  into  any 
farther  dlfcufiron  of- the  arguments 
or  pofitions- itated  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  than  what  related 
merely  to  the  withdrawing  of  the 
troops  from  North  America.  That 
meafure,  which  they  conlidered  as 
a  total  and  everlalling  derelidion 
of  the  colonies,  they  oppofed  upon 
the  fame  ground  which  we  have 
feen  taken,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
jnons.  The  only  r.ew  matter  which 
appeared    upon   this  fubjed,  was 
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the  information  given  by  a  noble 
vifcount,  now  one  of  the  fecretaries 
of  ftate,  but  lately  Ambaffador  at 
the  Court  of  France.  This  was 
a  faft  which  came  officially,  at  that 
time,  within  his  knowledge;  viz. 
that  "  in  one  of  the  private  arti- 
"  cles  of  the  treaty,  figned  in  Fe-. 
"  bruary,  J 778,  between  France 
"  and  the  Congrefs  delegates,  it  is 
"  fpecially  provided,  that  the  co- 
"  lonies  and  France  fhall  never 
"  agree  to  any  terms,  until  the 
•'  former  are  acknowledged  inde- 
"  pendent  by  Great  Britain."— 
This  fecret  article  he  faid  afforded 
the  ground  of  his  diffent,  to  any 
propofition  for  withdrawing  the 
troops,  as  it  was  evident  from 
thence,  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  America  to  treat  upon 
any  terms  fhort  of  independence; 
and  fuch  a  meafure  could  therefore 
produce  no  effeil  in  conciliating 
the  colonies,  or  in  dilTolving  the 
combination. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond's  pro- 
pofed  amendment  was  rejefted  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  57,  to 
32,  lords. 

This  reje£lion  brought  out  a  long 
and  argumentative  proteft,  figned 
by  twenty  peer.s  being  in  efFeft 
the  fubllance  of  the  debate,  and 
concluding  with  a  complaint,  of 
the  prefent  fullen  and  unfatisfac- 
tory  filence  of  the  minifters,  with 
refpeft  to  feveral  fpecific  enquiries  ; 
and  declaring,  that  after  doing 
their  utmoft  to  awaken  the  Houfe 
to  a  better  fenfe  of  things,  they 
take  that  method  of  clearing  them- 
fclves  from  theconfequences  which 
muft  refult  from  the  continuance 
of  fuch  meafures. 

I'he  firft  and  great  meafure  of 
national  defence,  adopted  and  pur- 
fued  by  the  xniniHerj  in  oppofition 
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to  the   confequences   of  that-  dan- 
,  „    gerous  combination,  now 

June2ilt.  ^^^  openly  avowed  by 
the  court  of  Spain,  was  a  propofal 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for 
increaling  the  militia  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  fhould  double  its  prefent 
number.  Although  the  oppofition 
confidered  the  meafure  as  probably 
impradlicable,  arid  even  dangerous, 
from  the  apprehenfions  they  had 
of  its  being  violently  oppofed  by 
the  people  at  large  ;  and  that  along 
with  feveral  other  caufes  of  ob- 
jedion,  they  faw  it  would  go  in 
its'effeft  to  the  annihilation  of  the 
regular  or  ftanding  army,  in  cut- 
ting off  its  ufual  and  only  means 
of  fupply  from  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice ;  yet>  they  faid,  that  in  a 
feafon  of  fuch  imminent  public 
danger,  they  could  not  oppofe  any 
fcheme,  which  carried  a  rational 
appearance  of  conducing  to  the 
public  fecurity.  They  would  only 
ufe  thv^ir  endeavours  to  correal  and 
improve,  but  they  would  by  no 
means  obilruft,  any  propofals  of 
that  nature.  But  although  they  fo 
far  concurred,  they  were  not  at  all 
fatisfied  that  the  meafure  was  well 
or  wifely  chofen  ;  nor  could  they 
think  any  fyilem  of  warfare,  which 
went  merely  to  the  defenfive,  as 
that  did,  could  be  produdlive  of 
honour  or  advantage  to  the  nation. 
They  thought  the  raifing  of  new 
regiments  would  be  infinitely  bet- 
ier  ;  and  they  feverely  reprehended 
the  minifters  for  thp  continuance 
of  that  wretched  fyflem  of  policy, 
which  had  hitherto  led  them  to  re- 
jeft  with  indifference,  and  even 
with  contempt,  the  liberal  and  pa- 
triotic offers  made  by  feveral  of  the 
peers  in  oppofition,  for  immediately 
raifing  regiments  at  their  private 
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expence  for  the  defence  of  their 
country.  But  that  narrow  predi- 
ledlion  in  favour  of  men  of  a  cer- 
tain defcription,  and  particularly 
of  the  northern  part  of  the  ifland, 
was  ftill,  they  faid,  predominant, 
and  would  continue  while  there 
was  any  thing  left  to  beftow,  or  to 
lofe  ;  and  thus  the  Duke  of  Rut- 
land, the  Earl  of  Derby,  and  others 
of  the  oldeft  Englifh  nobility,  and 
fupporters  of  the  throne  and  confti- 
tution,  met  with  indifference  or 
infult,  in  their  generous  offers  for 
the  defence  and  proteftion  of  their 
country.  It  was  bitterly  obferved. 
en  this  occaiion,  that  all  the  ge- 
nerous and  difinterefted  offers  for 
the  fervice  and  prefervation  of 
their  country,  in  this  feafon  of  the 
greateft  peril  which  fhe  had  ever 
known,  came  from  thofe  only,  who 
were  called  the  leaders  or  partizans 
of  faftion,  and  who  were  conftantly 
reprefented  as  enemies  to  govern- 
ment ;  whilfl  not  one  of  thofe 
who  had  grown  rich  in  her  fpoils, 
or  great  in  her  ruin,  neither  mini- 
fters, contraftors,  court  favourites, 
or  king's  friends,  had  offered  to 
raife  a  fingle  man,  or  to  expend  a 
fhilling  in  her  defence. 

The  miniiler  feemed  rather  un- 
determined and  irrefolute  about  his 
bill,  which  he  acknowledged  to  be 
merely  an  expedient.  He  called 
on  all  fides  for  affillance  ;  and  as 
there  was  an  end  of  all  particular 
party  in  this  refpeft,  the  Houfe 
was  divided  into  as  many  parties 
as  individuals,  each  propofing  to 
add  or  fubtraft  fomething.  The 
firll  idea  was,  that  government 
fhould  be  enabled  to  add  31,500 
men  to  the  militia,  or  in  other 
words,  that  it  fhould  be  augmented 
to  double  its  prefent  number;  the 
matter 
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matter  being  ftill  left  open  and  dif- 
cretional,  ac  the  option  of  govern- 
ment, whether  any,  and  how  far 
the  augmentation  fuould  take  place. 
Among  a  multltune  of  particular 
opinions,  three  feenied  more  pre- 
valent and  general.  One,  for 
adopting  the  propofal  as  it  ori- 
ginally jtcod  ;  the  fecond,  for  a 
jnixed  fcheme,  which  with  a  fmal- 
ler  augnient.ition  of  the  militia, 
proposed  the  raifing  of  diftinA  vo- 
lunteer corps;  and  the  third,  were 
agai.nlt  any  augmentation  of  the 
militia,  andwockl  trnft  to  the  cal- 
ling out  and  arming  of  the  couii- 
try  iu  cafe  of  nec-filiy,  and  to  the 
fpirit  and  patrioiinn  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  in  railing  forces,  ac- 
cording to  the  cfisrs  which  had 
been  already  -aade.  Among  the 
variety  of  amendments  propofed, 
that  by  Lcrd  Eeauchamp,  was  the 
only  one  of  any  confcquence  that 
was  carried  through'.  That  was  a 
cjaule  for  the  raifing  of  volunteer 
companies,  which  v/ere  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  militia  regiments  of 
the  county  or  diltrlft  to  which  they 
belonged ;  and  for  this  purpofe, 
the  lord-lieutensnts  of  counties, 
were  empowered  to  grant  com- 
miilions  to  officers,  as  high  as  the 
rank  of  lieatenant-colonel,  in  pro- 
portion tp  the  number  of  men  they 
were  able  to  procure. 
^  J  "  The  committee  having 
"^  '  f.it  t:]]  paft  midnight  upon 
this  bill,  the  Ho'-ife  was  no  looner 
refunded,  than  they  were  I'urpiized 
by  the  i..trcdiuticn  of  a  bill  of 
another  nature,  by  the  hril  law 
officer  of  the  crown.  The  puipoie 
of  this  bill  was,  to  take  away,  for 
a  limited  time,  the  legal  exemp- 
tions from  being  preiied  to  ferve 
on  boafd  the  navy,  which  feyeral 


defcriptfons  of  men  and  of  appren- 
tices, appertaining  to  the  fea,  or 
fome  degree  to  maritime  affairs, 
had  hitherto  enjoyed;  and  alfo  for 
fufpend-ing  the  right  of  fumg  out 
a  writ  of  kahciis  corpus,  for  fuch 
breaches  of  thofe  'exernotions,  as 
had  already  taken  place  from  the 
17th  of  that  month,  or  as  might 
tlili  take  place,  before  the  final  ra- 
tification of  the  bill. 

It  can  fcarcely  be  imagined, 
however  the  neceffity  of  the  time 
induced  an  acquiefcence,  that  a 
mealure  of  that  nature  could  have 
pafTed  without  cenfure,  and  v^ith^ 
O'Jt  much  and  warm  difcuflion. 
The  manner  of  bringing  it  for- 
ward, at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  in  a 
very  thin  houfe,  already  fatigued 
and  worn  down,  by  fitting  fo  many 
hours  to  bufincfs,  was  even  more 
reprobated  tiian  the  meafurc.  In 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  it  was 
likened  to  every  thing,  that  was 
iTioft  odious.  The  oppoiition  like- 
wife  condemned  the  mcafure  itfelf, 
upon  many  accounts  ;  but  more 
particularly,  for  its  being  a  breach 
of  that  public  faith  between  the 
legiflature  and  the  people,  which 
fhould  ever  be  held  facred. 

The  learned  mover  juflified  thofa 
circumllances  which  were  fo  fe- 
verely  condemned,  by  acknowledg- 
ing that  they  had  been  deligned 
and  chofen,  for  the  purpofcs  of 
fecrecy  and  difpatch  ;  and  to  pre- 
vent the  citedt  of  the  bill  from  be- 
ing defeated,  by  the  knowledge  of 
its  defign,  which  the  public  prints 
v.'ould  have  fpread  through  the 
whole  nation.  He  julbfied  the 
meafure  itfelf  upon  the  ground  oi 
that  neceffity  from  which  it  ori- 
ginated ;  and  obferved  with  his 
wfual  actttenefs,  that  he  could  not 

avoi4 
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avoid  being  aftonifhed  at  the  horror 
which  was  now  exprefTed  with  le- 
rped  to  compiilfion,  when  they 
were  but  newly  rifen  from  a  com- 
mittee, wherein  they  had  been  for 
ten  hours  engaged  in  framing  a 
compullive  iaw,  whereby  arms 
would  be  forced  into  the  hands  of 
3/0,000  men,  whether  they  liked 
them  or  not. 

Theoppofition  totally  denied  the 
juftnefs  of  the  obfsrvation  ;  as  the 
one  cafe,  though  exceedingly  hard, 
was  clear  from  any  injullice,  whilft 
the  other,  with  equal  hardfhip, 
carried  the  mofl  manifell  injurtice. 
They  lamented  the  fate  of  their 
country,  which,  being  expofed  to 
the  moft  imminent  danger  from 
without,  had,  at  the  fame  time, 
its  conilitution  torn  to  pieces  with- 
in ;  and  all  thofe  moft  valuable 
parts  of  it,  which  had  hitherto  ex- 
cited the  admiration  or  envy  of 
mankind,  were  now  doing  away  in 
the  grofs,  or  mangled  and  perilhing 
in  the  detail. 

In  fadt  it  is  much  to  be  doubted, 
whether  there  was  any  advantage 
to  be  obtained  by  this  bill,  which 
could  fairly  warrant  fome  of  the 
ftronger  parts  of  it.  The  urgency 
of  the  time,  however,  prevailed 
over  every  other  confideration,  and 
the  indemnity  bill  (as  it  was  called 
ffOTi  its  retrofpedlive  effeft)  was 
read  twice  on  that  night,  and  com- 
mitted for  the  following,  or  rather 
the  fame,  day.  And  on  that  day, 
after  a  good  deal  of  debate,  both 
the  indemnity  and  militia  bills, 
were  carried  through  all  the  forms 
and  palled. 

Both  the  bills  were  combated 
with  great  vigour  and  ability  in 
the  other  Houfe,  by  the  Marquis 
iii  itockinffham,   and  fome  other 
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of  the  lords  in  opposition.  It  was, 
however,  to  the  furprize  of  all  par- 
ties and  people,  that  the  militia 
bill  was  found  not  to  mest  with, 
that  favour  from  the  lord  prefident 
of  the  council,  and  fevera!  other 
lords  on  that  fide,  which  was,  and 
with  good  reafoh,  expefted,  from  a 
confideration  of  its  author.  The 
indemnity  bill  was  more  fortunate, 
and  after  feveral  propofed  amend- 
ments which  were  rej-jdted,  and 
one,  in  favour  of  colliers,  which, 
proved  efieftive,  it  was  at  length 
carried,  upon  a  divilion,  by  a  ma,- 
jority  of  51,  to  20  lords. 

A  former  divilion  had  taken 
place  upon  a  queftion  of  re-coin- 
mitment,  which  was  loft,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  50,  to  24.  —  Fourteen 
peers,  entered  a  proteft  relative  to 
that  queftion  ;  and  another  was  en- 
tered upon  the  laft,  which  was 
figned  only  by  four  lords. 

In  the  mean  time,  various  pro- 
pofals  of  amendment,  modification, 
and  fubftitution,  were  made  with 
refpeft  to  the  militia  bill.  The 
Duke  of  Richmond's  knowledge 
in  military  aftairs,  fu^orted  by 
his  uncommon  abilities,  gave  him 
a  fuperiority  on  this  fubjed,  which 
he  difplayed  with  great  effeft. 
Some  of  the  court  lords  even  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  objedions 
and  arguments,  on  th^t  fide,  were 
fo  ftrong,  that  ihey  could  not  be 
anfwered.  Nor  were  the  lord-lieu- 
tenants of  counties,  in  general,  at 
all  fatisfied  with  the  bill. 

In    this    ftate    of       r  , 

.  .  1  n-  June  •joth. 

things,  the  queltion        ■'  -^ 

being  at  length  put,  whether  the 

claufe  empowering  his  Majefty  to 

order  the  militia  to  be  augmented 

to  double  its  prefent  number,  ftand 

part  of  the  bill,  it  v/as  carried  in 

the 
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the  negative,  by  a  majority  of  39, 
to  22. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  the  lord 
pi'efident  of  the  counci',  and  both 
the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  vot'^d  again il 
tthe  compulfory  principle  ol  rhis 
bill.  The  divifioa  was  fipgular, 
in  placing  22  'ords,  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  whole  Oi;|olitlon  on  the 
other,  in  fituatioas  which  they 
rarely  experienced  on  either.  Two 
of  the  right  reverend  bench,  un- 
doubtedly throui^h  their  igaovance 
ia  military  affair?,  were  furprized 
into  a  nminorhy  on  this  ocean  on. 

Thus  difembowelled  of  all  its 
original  iiibilance,  the  fkeleton  of 
tfre  miliria  bill  was  returned  to  the 
Commons,. with  nothing  of  efficacy 
reinainiiig,  except  the  iblicary  fup- 
plemeatal  elaufe  added  by  Lord 
Beauchamp  for  the  raifing  of  vo- 
lunteer companies.  And  thus  the 
minifter  was  expofed  to  the  bitter 
taunts  of  theoppofition,'  who  ab- 
ferved,  that  that  ipirit  ofdifunion 
and  difcord,  which  adminillration 
Jiad  fo  induilrioufiy  and  rucccfsfuily 
irpread,  tltfough  every  department 
of  the  ftat^  whether  civil  or  mili- 
tary, and  through  every  part  of  the 
empire,  had  now  feized  the'cabi- 
net,  and  was  equally  vifible  among 
themfelves.  The  miniiler  could 
not  conceal  his  chagrin,  nor  refrain 
from  complaining  of  the  conduft 
of  his  colleagues  in  the  other 
Houfe. 

A  new  queftion  now  arofe,  which 
brought  out  confiderable  debate. 
For  ihe  militia  bill  being  confidered 
by  feveral,  as  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  a  money  bill,  thev  infift- 
ed,  that  no  amendment  of  the  Lords 
could  be  admitted,  without  a  fur- 
render  of  their  own  mofl;  valuable 
iand  peculiar  privilege  j  and  that 
5 


EGISTER,    1779: 

therefore,  the  bill  muft  be  totally 
rejected.  The  minifter  was,  how- 
ever, fo  eager,  that  fomething 
fhould  be  done,  that  might  at  leaft 
carry  an  appearance  of  looking  to- 
wards the  public  defence  and  fe- 
curity,  that  it  was  determined,  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  to  overlook 
the  point  of  privilege.  Ingenious 
arguments  were  accordingly  ufed,. 
and  nice  lines  of  diftinftion  drawn, 
to  Ihew  that  the  prefent  was  not 
properly  a  money  bill;  and  thefe 
were  combated,  and  attempted  to 
be  difproved,  wich  equal  inge- 
nuity. The  bill  was^  however, 
carried  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  63,  to  45. 

As  the  repeated  attempts  of  the 
oppofition  in  both  Houfes,  for  ob- 
taining an  add  efs  to  prevent  the 
prorogation  of  parliament,  had 
failed  of  Aicccfs,  that  event  now 
took  place,  I"  the  fpeech  y  ,  , 
from  the  throne,  the  ■'  ^3  •. 
molt  cordial  thanks  were  returned, 
for  the  many  great  and  effential 
lervi^e-  they  had  rendered  to  his 
Majeity  and  their  country,  during 
the  courfe  of  their  long  attendance 
in  parliament.  Entire  approbation 
was  expreiTtd,  to  the  zeal  which 
they  had  mani felted  in  the  fupporC- 
of  the  juft  and  neceffary  war,  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  and  of  the 
attention  which  they  had  paid  to 
the  ftate  of  Ireland.  It  was  ob- 
lerved,  that  the  events  of  Vvar  had 
afforded  the  court  of  France  no 
reafon  to  triumph  on  the  confe- 
quences  of  their  injuftice  and 
breach  of  public  faith  ;  and  it 
was  trufled,  that  by  fpirited  and  - 
profperous  exertions,  that  ambi- 
tious power  might  be  brought  to 
wifh  that  they  had  not,  without 
provocation  or  caufe  of  complaint, 
infulted 
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infulted  the  honour  and  invaded 
the  rights  of  the  crown.  With're- 
fped  to  Spain,  whatever  colour 
might  be  attempted  to  be  put  upon 
the  unjuft  proceeding  of  that 
court,  his  Majefty  was  confcious 
that  he  had  nothing  to  reproach 
himfelf  with  ;  the  wanneft  acknow- 
ledgments were  made,  for  thofe 
clear  demonftrations  of  loyalty  and 
afFedion  to  his  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, which  parliament  had  fliewn 
upon  that  occafion  ;  and  it  was 
confidered  as  a  happy  omen  to  the 
fuccefs  of  his  arms,  that  the  in- 
creafe  of  difficulties,  ferved  only  to 
augment  the  courage  and  conftancy 
of  the  nation.  The  additional  bur- 
thens on  the  people  were  fincerely 
regretted.     And  it  was  faid,  that 


fufficient  thanks  could  not  be  paid 
to  the  Commons  for  the  confidence 
they  Had  repofed  ir,  him,  and  for 
the  chrarfulnefs  aid  public  fpiritj 
with  which  the  la'g  fupplies  far 
the  current  yar  had  been  granted. 
It  was  impoffible  to  fp-ak  of  the 
continuance  of  the  rebellion  ia' 
North  America  without  the  deepeffi 
concern  ;  but  they  had  given  (the 
Crown  au(i  Parliament)  fuch  un- 
quellionable  proofs  of  their  fincere 
difpofition  to  put  an  end  to  thofe 
troubles,  that  it  was  ftill  hoped, 
that  the  ma'ignant  defigns  of  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  could 
not  long  prevail  againft  the  evi- 
dent^ intereits  of  thofe  unhappy 
provinces. 


CHAP. 
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IX. 


HoJiiUtzes  in  the  Eajf  Indies.  Sea-fight  bet-iveen  Sir  Ed'^JJcrd  Vcrnyn  and 
M.  de  IronjoUy.  French  fquadron  abandon  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 
Siege  of  Pondicherry.  Gallant  defence  hy  M.  de  BeUecoinbe.  Capitu- 
lation. State  of  affairs  in  Georgia  and  the  Cardinals.  Loyalifs  de- 
feated in  North  Carolina.  American  General,  Lincoln,  arrii>es  iti  Souib 
Carolina  to  oppofe  Major  General  Pre-vojl.  Rebels  defeated  at  Briar 
Creek.  General  Pre^vojl  pajjes  the  Sa'vannah,  and  penetrates  into  South 
Carolina  ;  ad-vances  to  Charles  T'o-xun  ;  retires.  ASiion  at  Stono  Ferry. 
General  Pre-vofi  takes  pofftjjion  of  the  ijland  of  Port  Royal.  Expedition 
from  Nenv  York  to  Chef  apeak  Bay,  under  the  con  dud  of  Sir  George  Col- 
lier and  Major  General  Matthe^o.  Great  damage  done  to  the  Americans 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hampton  and  Norfolk.  Expedition  up  the  North 
Ri'uer;  Stoney  Point  and  Ver planks  taken.  Expedition  to  ConneFiicut, 
under  Sir  George  Collier,  and  Gc-'jernor  Tryon.  Surprize  of  Stoney 
Point  by  General  Wayne.  Recovery  of  that  pojh  Attack  Jtpon  Paulus 
Hook.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maclane  befeged  by  an  armed  force  from  Bojlon. 
B.elie'ved  by  Sir  George  Collier,  ivho  deflrcys  the  fjhole  rebel  marine  in 
the  Pmobfcot. 


IT  has  happened  unfortunately 
for  the  repofe  of  a  great  part 
of  mankind,  that  while  the  adive 
and  entcrprizing  fpirit  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans has  extended  their  com- 
merce and  intercourfe  to  the  moft 
dirtant  parts  of  the  world,  their 
contentions  have  kept  an  equal 
pace  with  their  difcoveriies,  and 
have  been  either  difleminated  a- 
mongft,  or  in  fome  degree  afFedcd 
the  remoteft  nations ;  expsrierice 
thereby  overthrowing  all  that  fyf- 
tem  uf  general  benefit,  which  a 
fpecuiativephilofophymightother- 
•wife  have  hoped,  from  a  free  and 
eafy  communication  between  all 
the  different  communities  of  men. 
Such  indeed  is  the  nature  of  man, 
that  it  may  be  a  queftion  of  no 
fmall  doubt,  whether  the  profcrip- 
tive  laws  or  policy  of  China  and 
Japan  againil  the  cdmiffioa  of  fo- 
reigners, are  not  founded  in  true 
wildom ;  and  however  fatal  they 


may  be  to  the  progrefs  of  fcience, 
of  arts,  and  of  general  know- 
ledge, whether  they  do  not  lay  a 
fairer  and  more  permanent  foun- 
dation of  public  fecurity  and  pri- 
vate happinefsj  than  more  liberal 
inftitutions.  It  is  at  any  rate 
clear,  that  the  adoption  of  this 
policy,  would  have  faved  many 
great  nations  from  unexpefted 
ruin,  and  from  general  delola- 
tion. 

Whilft  the  effefts  of  the  contell 
between     France     and    England, 
were  gradually  fpreading  thro'  dif-   ' 
ferent  parts  of  the  old  and  of  the 
new,  vveftcrn  world,  its  rage  was 
fpesdily   communicated,  and    un- 
expedledly   broke  out,  in  the  re- 
mote   regions  of  the    call;    in   a 
quarter   of    the    glebe,    naturally 
and    originally    appertaining,    to"' 
the  moft  peaceable,  as  well  as  x.0^: 
the   mod   unmixed   and   primitives ' 
race  of  mankind;  a  race  more  ab- 
horrenc 
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horrent  of  blood  and  cruelty  than 
any  other.  , 

tt  feems,  that  the  Er.gHfh  Eaft 
India  company,  well  feeing  the 
courequences  which,  the  French 
treaties  with  America,  and  the 
delivery  of  the  refcript  at  the 
court  of  London,  mull  neceflarily 
produce,  did  not  think  it  fitting 
to  regulate  their  policy,  by  that 
tempo' izing  fyRem  of  conduft, 
which  apparently  took  pKtce  be- 
tween the  principals.  They  faw 
that  ferablance  of  peace  could  not 
long  be  preferved ;  and  that  no 
intermediate  flate,  liowever  co- 
loured or  difguifcd,  could  be  kept 
long  free  from  all  the  confequences 
of  war;  and  they  well  judged, 
that  long  before  any  account  of 
their  proceedings  in  the  eail  could 
be  received  in  Europe,  thefe  con- 
fequences  would  take  fuch  efteft, 
as  to  afford  a  fufiicient  cover  and 
fandion  to  their  meafures. 

The  company  had  not  forgot- 
ten, the  imminent  danger  to 
which  her  fettlements,  and  in- 
deed her  exillence  in  India,  had 
only  a  few  years  ago  been  ex- 
pofed ;  when  in  a  feafon  of  pro- 
found peace,  France  had  clan- 
deilinely  conveyed  fo  great  a  mi- 
litary force  to  the  illands  of  Mau- 
ritius and  Bouibon,  that  fhe 
feemed  to  owe  her  deliverance 
more  to  fortune  or  accident,  than 
to  any  timely  knowledge  fhe  had 
of  the  defign.  Such  a  force  might 
foon  again  be  formed  in  thofe 
jflands,  with  the  fame  privacy  as 
before  ;  and  from  the  fhortnefs  of 
the  paflage  to  Pondicherry,  might 
drop  fo  fuddenly  and  unexpe*Sedly 
upon  the  ground  of  adlion,  that 
nothing  could  be  hoped  to  refill 
itb  progrefs. 

Ur-der  fome  or  all  of  thefe  con- 


fide-Hfjors,  the  companv^  detei;- 
miped  not  to  hazarci  tru?  fecurity 
of  their  invJur^ble  pofialions,  by- 
paving  .00  great  an  attention  to 
formuiiiies,  which  carry  no  far- 
ther value,  thai:  what  their  im- 
med'ate  intereft  induces  the  re- 
fpeftive  parties  to  affix  upon  them. 
A  bold  and  decifivc  meafure,  for 
the  final  reduftion  of  the  French 
power  in  India,  was  accordingly 
refolved,  immediately  upon,  or 
very  foon  after  the  delivery  of  the 
French  refcript;  and  the  bufinefs 
was  conduced  with  fuch  laudable, 
but,  for  fuch  a  body,  unufual  fe- 
crecy,  that  the  fmaliell:  idea  of  the 
defign,  until  the  eireft  was  pub- 
licly difclofed  by  the  accounts  from 
India,  did  not  tranfpire,  even  in 
this  country. 

The  company  had  alfo  the  for- 
tune, that  the  inftruftions  were 
conveyed  with  unufual  expedition 
to  Madrafs ;  and  preparations  were 
accordingly  immediately  made  for 
undertaking  the  fiege  of  Pondi., 
cherry.  Major  General  Monroe, 
who  now  commanded  the  com- 
pany's troops  on  the  coaft  of  Co- 
romandel,  had  aiTembled  part  of 
the  force  deftined  for 
the  f.ege,  on  a  fpot  of  ^"g- 8th. 
ground  called  the  Red  ^77^- 
Hill,  within  four  miles  of  that 
city,  pretty  early  in  the  month  of 
Auguft.  It  was  not,  however, 
until  the  zift  of  that  month,  that 
they  were  in  fuilicient  llrength  to 
inveR  that  fortrefs  clofely.  On 
that  day  the  troops  advanced  {o 
near  as  to  take  poffeflion  of  the 
bound  hedge,  (a  planted  fence, 
which  at  fome  diftance  furrounded 
alj  the  works)  within  cannon  ihot 
of  the  fortifications,  by  which  all 
communication  with  the  country 
was  entirely  cut  off.  Some  farther 
impedi- 
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impediments,  poffibly  arifing  from 
the  climate,  and  from  the  difficulty 
of  finding  means  for  the  convey- 
ance of  the  artillery  and  llores, 
ilill  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the 
works,  until  the  6th  and  7th  of 
September,  on  which  days  the  be- 
iiegers  were  enabled  to  break 
ground  both  on  the  north  and  the 
fouth  fides  of  the  town,  under  a 
determination  of  carrying  on  both 
attacks  at  the  fame  time. 

Previous  to  thefe  operations  by 
land.  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  who 
commanded  the  fmall  Britifli  na- 
val force  in  thofe  feas,  failed  from 
Madrafs  at  the  end  of  July  to 
block  up  Pondicherry.  His  fqua- 
dron  con  fitted  of  the  Rippon  of 
60  guns,  the  Coventry  of  28,  the 
Sea  Horfe  of  20,  the  Cormorant 
floop,  and  the  Valentine  Eaft  Tn- 
diaman.  Re  had  fcarcely  arrived 
on  his  ftation,  when  he  obtained 
fight  of  the  French  fquadron  un- 
der M.  de  Tronjolly,  confiirmg  of 
the  Brillante  of  64  guns,  the  Pour- 
voyeufe  of  36  eighteen  pounders, 
the  Sartine.of  32  guns,  and  .two 
French  India  fliips  armed  for  war. 

.  ,         A    very    clofe   and 

Auff.  lOth.  ^ 

°  warm  engagement  en- 

fued,  which  lafted  above  two 
I10UIS,  when  the  French  thought 
fir  to  quit  the  adlion.  The  Eng- 
lifh  fhips  had  fufFered  alfo  too 
much,  to  continue  long  after  in 
the  fame  fituation  ;  but  were  pre- 
fiaring  during  the  night,  for  the 
iervice  which  they  expefted  in  the 
morning.  The  French  had,  how- 
ever, fo  much  the  word  in  this  ac- 
tion, that  they  were  in  no  difpcfi- 
tion  at  all  for  its  renewal,  and 
were  accordingly,  at  day-break, 
totally  out  of  fight.  It  appeared 
after,  that  they  had  got  into  Pon- 
dicherry that  night  to  refit  j  whilit. 


from  the  contrary  winds,  and-  a 
northern  current,  Sir  Edward  was 
not  able  to  recover  hrs  ftation  u^- 
til  the  20th  of  the  month',  at  miH- 
night.  In  this  time  he  had  been 
joined  by  the  Befborougb- India- 
man,  which  fupplied  the  place  of 
the  Valentine,  then  on  her  way  to 
Europe.  Early  in  the  morning,,  a 
French  vefi"el  from  Europe  and  the 
Mauritius,  fell  in  Smong  the  Br'i- 
tiih  fli'7-s,  and  was  taken.  At  the 
Aime  time,  they  could  perceive  the 
French  fquadron,  under  an  eafy 
fail,  Handing  cut  of  Pondicherry 
road.  An  immediate  engagement 
was  now  expefted  and  prepared 
for,  and  nothing  was  left  undone 
by  the  commodore,  in  order  to 
clofe,  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  with 
the  enemy ;  but  the  alternate 
failure,  and  contrary  direftion  of 
the  winds,  rendered  all  his  efforts 
inefFedual.  As  the  French  com- 
mander had,  however,  as  great 
and  interefting  an  cbjeft  in  view, 
in  keeping  the  town  free  oy  fea, 
as  Sir  Edward  could  have  in  /hut- 
ting up  the  port,  he  made  no 
doubt  that  the  adlion  would  take, 
place  on  the  following  morning  as 
a  matter  of  courfe,  and  on  the 
fide  of  the  enemy,  in  a  great  ir.ea- 
fure  of  neceflicy. 

Under  this  perfuafion,,  he  fiood 
in  for  Pondicherry  road  at  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  where  he  caft  ar- 
cher, expedling  the  enemy  would 
have  done  the  fame ;  more  efpe- 
cially,  as  their  motions  during  the 
day,  had  not  indicated  any  defign 
of  avoiding  an  engagement.  The 
French  comjnander,  however, feeifls 
to  have  confulted  more  the  prefer- 
vation  of  his  fhips,  than  that  of 
the  town.  He  accordingly,  taking 
advantage  of  the  night,  aban- 
doned  Pondicherry,    and   a  gar- 

rifon 
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rifon  which  deferved  better  for- 
tune, to  their  fate  ;  and  was  fo 
expeditious  in  his  means  of  efcape, 
that  the  French  fquadron  were  to- 
tally out  of  fight  in  the  morning; 
lior  were  they  at  any  time  after 
feen  or  heard  of  on  the  coaft.  In 
three  days  after,  the  Sartine  fri- 
gate, which  had  loft  company  with 
the  fquadron  on  the  night  of  the 
late  adlion,  being  ignorant  of  the 
prefent  change  of  circumftances, 
had  advanced  fo  far  in  her  way  to 
get  into  Pondicherry,  that  when 
fhe  difcovered  her  miftake  it  was 
too  late  to  be  remedied,  and  (he 
was  accordingly  taken  by  the  Bri- 
tiih  frigates.  Thus  was  Pondi- 
cherry as  clofely  blocked  up  by  fea 
as  by  land. 

This  fuccefs  of  Sir  Edward  Ver- 
non ferved  greatly  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  the  befiegers,  and 
might  have  feemed  fufficient,  to 
have  fpread  univerfal  difmay  and 
defpondency  among  the  belieged. 

c  ..  n  T.  The  batteries  were  o- 
oept.  1 8th.  J       J     .1. 

^  pened  under  the  pow- 

erful fire  of  28  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery,  and  27  mortars.  Not- 
wichftanding  the  dilmantled  fcate 
in  which  Pcndicheiry  had  bcon  re- 
ftored  to  the  French  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  late  war,  the  for- 
tifications feem  to  have  been  in 
no  contemptible  condition  at  this 
time  ;  or  if  they  were  otherwife, 
the  deficiency  of  ftrength  was  am- 
ply fupplied  by  the  gailantry  of 
M.  de  Bcllecombe,  (who  was  both 
governor  of  the  town,  and  general 
commandant  of  all  the  French 
fettlements  in  the  Indies)  and  the 
refolution  of  his  brave  garrifon  ; 
who,  nearly  cut  cfF  as  they  were 
from  every  hope  of  fuccour,  per- 
fevered  to  the  I  aft  extremity  in  a 
determined  and  ngbls  dzi'cnte. 
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The  artillery  of  the  befiegers, 
however,  foon  gained  an  evident 
fuperiority,  and  they  were  inde- 
fatigable in  carrying  on  their  ap- 
proaches ;  but  the  alertnefs  and 
obftinate  defence  of  the  garrifon, 
rendered  caution  a  matter  of  ne- 
ceflity  ;  and  together  with  the  vio- 
lent rains  that  then  frequently  fell, 
could  not  fail  of  confiderably  re- 
tarding their  works.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  impediments,  mat- 
ters were  fo  far  advanced  towards 
the  middle  of  October,  as  to  ren- 
der an  attack  on  the  body  of  the 
place  pra6licable.  By  that  time, 
the  befiegers  had,  on  the  fouth 
fide,  puihed  a  gallery  into  the 
ditch  of  the  town,  made  a  prac- 
ticable breach  in  the  baftion,  called 
L'Hofpital,  deftroyed  th?  faces  of 
the  adjacent  baftions.and  prepared 
a  bridge  of  boats  for  pailing  the 
ditch.  Nor  was  the  attack  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  town  in  mach 
lefs  forwardnefs.  The  befiegers 
had  there  alfo  deftioyed  the  face 
of  the  oppcfite  baftion,  and  had 
conftruifled  a  float  for  pafiing  the 
ditch,  which  they  were  to  bring 
into  ufe,  at  the  fame  time  that 
their  fellows  were  pafling  it  to  the 
fouchward.  Thefe  two  attacks 
were  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
tliird,  which  was  to  take  place  by 
the  fea  fide  to  the  norihward, 
where  the  enemy  had  a  ftockade 
running  into  the  water.  And 
when  the  general  affault  was  re- 
folved  on.  Sir  Edward  Vernon 
landed  all  his  marines,  and  200 
feamen,  to  fupport  and  invigorate 
the  attacks. 

An  exceeding  heavy  rain,  which 
o:cafioned  a  great  and  fodden  fwell 
in  the  water  of  the  ditch,  on  the 
very  day  preceding  the  intended 
ftorm,  checked  the  dcfign  for  the 

iM}  '     prefe^i:. 
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prefent,  and  fortunately  prevented 
a    cruel    and    bloody    encounter. 
The    water   rofe    To   high   in    the 
ditch  to  the  fouthward,  as  to  fill 
and  blow   up  the  gallery,  befides 
greatly   damaging    the    boats    be- 
longing  to  the  bridge.     But  this 
impediment   was    but   temporary. 
The  damage  was  fpeedily  repaired  ; 
and  the  17th  of  Oflober  fixed  on 
for    making   the    general    aflault. 
In   the   mean  time,  M.  de  Belle- 
combe    was    neither    ignorant    of 
the  imprafficability  of  longer  de- 
fending  the    place,  nor  blind    to 
the    danger    and    total    ruin,    in 
which  an  obftinate  and  unfounded 
perfeverante     would   involve     his 
garrifon  and  the  inhabitants.     lie 
accordingly,  on  the  day  preceding 
the  intended    attack,    propofed    a 
capitv'.lation,  which  was  willingly 
agreed    to    by    the    Britifh    com- 
manders. 

The  conquerors  gave  the  moft 
ample  and  honourable  teftimony 
to  the  gallantry  of  their  enemy  in 
the  terms  of  capitulation.  The 
conditions  were  fuitable  to  the  ge- 
nerofity  of  thole  fentiments.  Every 
requifition,  that  did  not  interfere 
with  the  public  benefit  or  fecurity, 
was  liDerally  agreed  to.  it  was 
only  on  thofe  accounts,  that  it 
Wiis  determined  to  fend  the  Eu- 
ropean part  of  the  garrifon  home 
to  France,  and  to  difband  the  fea- 
poys  and  other  native  troops  in  the 
country,  inftsad  of  fending  the 
whole  in  a  body  to  the  ille  of 
France  (or  Mauritius,)  which  was 
propofed.  '  The  garrifon  were  al- 
lowed all  the  honours  of  war;  and 
as  a  particular  mark  of  attention 
to  M.  de  Bellecombe,  the  regi- 
ment of  Pondicherry  were,  at  his 
requefl:,  allowed  to  keep  tl\eir  co- 
lours. 


A  numerous  artillery,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole,  of  all  forts   and 
fizes,    ferviceable    and    ur.fervice-  : 
able,  to  about  300  pieces,  became", 
a   prize    to  the   conquerors.     All* 
public    property     underwent    the' 
fame  fate;  but  whatever  was  pri-' 
vate,  was   fecured  to  the  owners. 
The   company's  troops  employed 
in  this  ficge,  amounted  to  10,50(9 
men,  of  whom   1500  were  Euro-i 
peans.    The  garrifon  to  near  3000,1 
of    which    900    Vt'ere    Europeans," 
The    comparative    lofs    on    both 
fides,  was  neither  proportioned  to 
the    number  or    circumflances   of 
thofe   who  were  engaged  ;    if  we 
confider,    as  ufual,    the  cover  of- 
the  garrifon  as   being  far  fuperior 
to  that  afforded   by  the  works  of 
the   befiegers.      The    lofs   of  the 
latter  amounted  to  224  flain,  and 
6'93    v/oundcd  ;  and  the  garrifon/ 
whd    were    not    near   a    third    in 
number,  had  200  men  killed,  and 
4S0    wounded.       A    circumilance 
which  perhaps   may  be  attributed 
to  the  obf^inacy  with  which   their 
commander  diiputed  every  part  of 
his  ground.  ' 

Mr.  Law,  who  had  fcen  and  un- 
dergone fo  many  changes  of  for- 
tune in  India,  and  who  had  him- 
felf  borne  lb  confiderable.a  iliare 
in  its  former  revolutions,  was  in- 
cluded in  this  capitulation,  and 
again  beheld  the  powerof  his- coun- 
try annihilated  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe.  It  appears  from  (oTue 
of  the  terms  propofed  by  the  Bet.- 
fieged,  by  which  they  were  dd- 
firous  of  including  in  the  prefnflt 
capitulation,  feveral  French  fac- 
tories and  lettlements  which  had 
already  been  feir-ed  by  the  com- 
panies forces  in  Bengal  and  elfe- 
where,  as  alfo  the  crews  of  feveral 
French    vefTels   which    h.id    been 

taken 
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tiken  in  the  Ganges,  as  well  as 
bn  the  coafts  of  Coromandel,  that 
hoftilities  had  been  commenced  in 
fome  of  thofe  parts  lb  early  as  the 
firit  of  July.  The  faabries  at 
Chandenagor,  at  Yaman,  and  at 
Karical,  with  the  fettlement  at 
Mafulipatam,  are  particularly  fpe- 
tified  ia  thefe  propoied  condi- 
tions ;  and  others  feem  to  be  fnp- 
pofed.  This  extenfion  of  the  ca- 
pitulation, to  paft  a£ls,  and  to 
dillant  places,  was,  however, 
deemed  inadmiffible  by  the  con- 
querors. 

We  are  now  to  turn  cur  atten- 
tion to  the  other  fide  of  the  globe  ; 
and  to  relate  the  eifefts  of  this 
war  in  the  place  of  its  Oiigin. 
The  reduftion  of  Georgia  by  the 
royal  force?,  foon  afforded  fuiR- 
cient  caufe  of  alarm,  and  matter 
for  trouble,  to  the  two  Carolina's. 
The  LoyaliRsj  or  in  American 
language  the  Tories,  in  the  back 
parts  of  North  Sarolina,  con- 
ceiving hope  and  courage  from 
that  event,  were  fpeedily  in  mo- 
lion.  We  have  formerly  feen,  that 
thcfe  people  were  numerous  in  the 
back  of  the  fouthern  colonies,  par- 
ticularly in  thofe  we  have  now 
mentioned  ;  and  although  the  lofs 
and  defeat  wiiich  they  had  fuf- 
tained  under  their  leader  Mac- 
donald,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
troubles,  with  other  difappoint- 
inents  and  loftes  of  lefs  magni- 
tude, had  confiderably  broken  their 
fpirit,  and  obliged  thofe  who  were 
lead  venturous,  or  who  were  moil 
attached  to  their  families  and  fec- 
tlenients,  to  an  apparent  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  conditions  prefcribed  by 
theviftors,  yet  neither  fubmiffions 
nor  conventions  were  fufficient  to 
relirain  the  effetls  of  that  invin- 
cible averfioii  which  they  bor«  to 


their  prefent  governors  and  govern- 
ments, nor  to  prevent  their  watch- 
ing with  the  molt  eager  attentiort 
for  any  new  opportunity  that 
might  offer  for  their. ag.iin  having 
reconrfe  to  arms,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  fhake  off  fo  grievous  a 
yoke. 

The  molt  hardy  and  ^fperate 
of  thefe  people,  had  long  been  in 
the  condition  of  outlaws,  and  had 
attached  themfelves  to  the  Indians, 
and  others  of  their  own  dcfcrip- 
tion.in  the  incurfions  ob' the  fron- 
tiers. The  nature  and  remotenefs 
of  the  country,  afforded  them  an 
opportunity  of  keeping  up  a  free 
interrourfe  with  their  old  friends^ 
neighbours,  and  fellow  fufferers  in 
the  fame  caufe,  v.'ho  Itill  continuing 
at  home,  had  apparently  fubmitted 
to  the  prefent  government.  This 
circumfiance  neceffarily  ferved  to 
nourifh  and  ftrengihen  that  dif- 
pofition  and  fpirit  which  we  have 
defcribed.  From  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  and  from  the  call  of 
mind  and  cf  manners  acquired  by 
their  conltant  intercourfe,  whether 
as  friends  or  as  enemies,  with  the 
favages,  they  were  ever  ready  to 
take  up  arms  ;  and  many  of  thofe, 
who  continued  in  the  occupation 
of  their  farm.s,  and  affumed  the 
charafter  of  living  peaceably  at 
home,  occafionally  joined  the  par- 
ties which  wc^e  openly  in  arms  on 
the  frontiers,  and  bore  a  Ihare  in 
all  thedevaftation  they  committed. 

About  700  cf  thefe  people  ac- 
cordingly afft^mbled  in  arms,  ia 
the  back  part  of  North  Carolina, 
It  does  not  feem  probable  that 
theii  hopes  could  have  extended  to 
the  bringing  about  of  a  revolution 
in  that  province  by  any  force  of 
their  own  ;  and  the  dillance,  with 
other  circumrt."inces,    afforded   ny 

[M]  z  -    well 
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well  founded  expcdlation,that  they 
cquld  have  received  any  timely 
fupport  for  its  accomplifhment. 
Their  alerrnefs  and  zeal  were, 
however,  ftimulated  into  aftion 
by  the  accounts  of  General  Pre- 
voft's  fuccefs.  But  their  ufual  ill 
fortune  llill  fluck  by  them ;  and 
before  they  were  able  to  do  any 
thing  of  moment,  they  were  at- 
tacked and  entirely  defeated  by 
fome  of  the  neareft  militia,  having 
loft  near  half  their  number,  in 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  About 
300  of  the  remainder,  however, 
found  means  to  make  their  way 
good  in  a  body  to  the  back  part 
of  Georgia  ;  from  whence  having 
proceeded  to  the  neareft  Britifh 
pofts,  they  by  degrees  joined  the 
royal  army.  It  appears  that  the 
loyal  party,  even  in  this  quarter 
where  it  was  ftrongeft,  (bdng  in  a 
great  meafure  compofed  of  emi- 
grants from  North  Britain,)  was 
infinitely  inferior  to  the  ill-af- 
fefted  ;  and  that  without  the  great 
and  continual  affiftance  of  the 
royal  array,  the  well-aiFefted  in- 
habitants, in  no  part  of  America, 
were  in  a  condition  to  make  head 
againft  the  rebels. 

South  Carolina  was  the  great 
and  immediate  objeft  of  hope 
and  fear.  Its  great  diftance  from 
the  main  army,  and  fcene  of  ac- 
tion, together  with  the  difficulties 
of  the  way,  rendered  relief  flow ; 
and  there  were  other  fufficient  cir- 
cumftances  to  make  it  uncertain. 
Money  is  juftly  confidered  as  the 
great  finew  of  war  ;  and  its  want, 
necefTarily  cramped  all  the  mili- 
tary operations  of  the  Americans; 
the  defe£l,  however,  increafmg, 
in  proportion  to  the  dillance  of 
the  fervice,  and  the  confequent 
increafe  of  the  expence.     Thofe 
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who  are  accuftomed  to  the  aid  of 
boundlefs  refources,  are  apt  to 
conceive  no  other  impediment, 
than  what  may  arife  from  the 
counter  operations  of  the  enemy. 
But  a  people  fcarce  of  money,  new 
in  government,  and  confequently 
deftitute  of  thofe  fources  and  efta- 
bli(hments,  which  the  induftry 
and  policy  of  ages  have  been  ac- 
cumulating or  forming  in  antient 
Hates,  experience  other  more  in- 
fuperable  difficulties  than  marching 
or  fighting  in  their  military  ope- 
rations. Under  a  due  confidera- 
tion  of  thefe  circumftances,  of  the 
mighty  force,  immenfe  wealth, 
and  unbounded  fupply  of  that 
great  power  with  which  they  were 
contending,  together  with  the  vaft 
extent,  the  remote  fervices,  and 
complicated  nature  of  a  war,  car- 
ried on  equally  by  fea  and  by 
land,  on  every  fide  and  on  every 
quarter,  but  Hill  blazing  up  mor? 
fiercely  and  ftrongly  in  the  very 
center  of  life  and  aclion,  it  mu^ 
ever  excite  the  aftonifliment  of 
mankind,  and  perhaps  be  here- 
after confidered  as  an  inexplicably 
paradox,  by  what  means  the  new* 
American  colonies  could  have  been 
able,  for  fo  long  a  time,  to  hav^ 
fuilained,  in  any  manner,  fuch  a 
contention. 

Although  a  detachment  of  Brl-. 
tifh  troops  under  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, had  penetrated  as  far  up  the 
river  as  Augufta,  which  lies  130 
miles  higher  than  the  town  of  Sa- 
vannah, yet  the  length-  and  dif^ 
ficulty  of  the  communication,  ani 
the  danger  to  which  it  was  ex- 
pofed  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
enemy  in  South  Carolina,  the 
river  being  the  only  boundary  bcr 
tween  the  two  provinces,  induced 
General    Prevort,    in   fome    time 

after. 
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after,  to  recal  that  party,  and  to 
contraft  his  pofts  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  Hudfon's  Ferry,  at  24 
miles  diftance,  was  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  that  chain  which  he 
formed  along  the  frontier  from  the 
capital. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Lin- 
coln, with  a  reinforcement  of  con- 
tinental troops,  had  arrived  for 
the  protection  of  South  Carolina, 
and  was  ported  at  Purrylburgh,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  river,  and 
about  20  miles  above  the  town  of 
Savannah;  acircumftance  to  which 
probably  may  be  attributed  the 
meafure  adopted  by  General  Pre- 
voft,  of  collefting  his  force  within 
a  clofer  compafs.  A  body  of  the 
provincial  troops,  and  militia  of 
the  Carolina's  and  of  Georgia, 
amounting  to  about  2000  men, 
were  higher  up  the  river,  under 
the  command  of  a  General  A(he; 
and  upon  the  retreat  of  the  de- 
tachment from  Augufta,  were  or- 
dered by  Lincoln  to  leave  their 
baggage  behind,  and  paffing  the 
river  into  Georgia,  to  take  polt 
in  a  very  ftrong  fituation  on  Briar 
Creek ;  intending  thereby  to  cover 
the  upper  part  of  the  country, 
where  the  difaffefted  to  the  royal 
caufe,  had,  on  the  departure  of 
the  Britifli  troops,  again  affumed 
their  wonted  fuperiority. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Prevoft,  who 
was  polled  at  Hudfon's  Ferry, 
about  13  miles  lower  down  the 
river,  formed  a  defign  of  fur- 
prizing  Alhe  in  his  ftrong  poft  ; 
a  meafure  which  did  not  feem 
very  pradlicable,  as  Briar's  Creek, 
which  covered  his  front,  was  for 
feveral  miles  too  deep  to  be 
forded  J  the  Savannah,  and  a 
deep  morafs  covered  his  left,  and 
he  had   200  horfe  to  guard  his 


right.  The  defign  being  ripened 
for  execution.  General  Prevoft 
made  fuch  difpofitions  and  move- 
ments on  the  borders  of  the  river, 
between  Savannah  and  Ebenezer, 
as  were  fufficient  to  attraft  and 
take  up  the  attention  of  General 
Lincoln,  during  its  profecution. 
The  colonel,  in  the  mean  time, 
having  divided  his  force  in  two 
parts,  advanced  one,  with  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  towards  Briar 
Creek,  with  an  apparent  view  of 
attacking  the  enemy,  where  they 
were  invulnerable,  in  front.  The 
other  divifion  of  his  force,  con- 
fifting  of  the  fecond  battalion  of 
the  71ft  regiment,  three  compa- 
nies of  grenadiers,  fome  light  in- 
fantry and  horfe,  amounting  ia 
the  whole  to  about  900  men,  he 
led  himfelf  a  circuitous  march  of 
about  50  miles,  in  order  to  get 
round,  or  to  crofs  Briar  Creek,  and 
thereby  turning  the  right,  to  fall 
unexpectedly  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize 
was  infured  by  the  injudicious  con- 
dudl  of  the  American  General, 
Aflie,  who,  in  the  moment  of 
peril,  had  detached  his  light  horfe 
upon  fome  unprofitable  expedition, 
and  thereby  laid  himfelf  open  to 
furprize,  and  left  the  only  weak 
part  of  his  camp  expofed  and  un- 
covered.    The   furprize    was   ac- 

cordinely  as  complete  ii*      1      j 
ij     k  u         March  3d. 

as    could    have    been  •' 

wiflied.  The  Ameri-  ^'"' 
cans  were  furprized  in  open  day 
light,  and  received  the  firft  no- 
tice of  danger,  from  the  havock 
which  the  Britifli  troops  made  in 
their  camp.  Whole  regiments  fled 
without  firing  a  fiiot,  and  num- 
bers without  even  attempting  to 
lay  hold  of  their  arms.  The  deep 
[M]  3  jnarfh. 
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marfh,  and  the  river,  which  fhould  at  ^hat  time  made  by  General  Lin-' 

haye  aiFojd?d  fecurity,  became  now  coin,  prefenied,  however,    a  new 

the  inllruiiierits  of  toeir  cjeftruc-  face  of  affairs,  and  opened  away 

tioji.     Blinded  by  their  flight  and  for'  confequences,    which  he  cvi- 

terror,  many    wtr?   fwillowed   up  ciently    did    not    apprehend,    and 

by  the  one,   and  drowned  in   the  which  he  undoubtcdiv   would  not 

other.       Several    of    the    officers,  have  hazarded  if  he  had.     In  or- 

with   a  regixaent  of  North   Caro-  der  to  protect  either  a   meeting, 

liaa  m";:,   took  bravely,   however,  or   an  eledion,    of  delegates    for 

to.  their   arms,    and  gained    fome  the   province  of    Georgia,    which 

honour  by  an  ineffectual  defence,  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Au- 

The  rebels  loft  feven  pieces  of  gufta  iu    the   beginning  of  May, 

cannon,    almoft    all    their    arms,  he   quitted    his    fituation    on   the 

their  ammunition,  and  what  bag-  lower  part  of  the  river,  which  efr 

gage  they  had   been   under  a  ne-  fectually   enabled    him    to    fecure 

cefiity    of    bringing    with    them.  Charles  Town,  as  well   as   to  co- 

About   150  men  were  killed,   and  ver  the  province  in   general,  and 

200  taken,  among  whom  was  Bri-  marched  with  the  belt  part  of  his 

gadier  General  Elbert,  the  fecond  army  towards  that  place.     Indeed 

in-   command,    and    one    of    their  it  did  not  appear  eafy  to  fuppofe, 

heft  officers,  beJides  fome  others  or  that    this   meafure    was    liable    to 

note.       The    number    loft  in   the  any  dangerous  confs<juences.    The 

Savannah  and   the   fwamp  is  not  frelhes     were    then     cut,     which 


known  ;  and  the  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  viflors  was  io  trifling  as 
not  to  deferve  mention.  By  this 
defeat,  the  province  was  again 
cleared   of   the   enemy  ;    and    al- 


feemed  to  render  the  river  in  i;- 
felf  a  fufficienc  rampart;  but  the 
deep  fwamps  on  the  other  fide 
feemed  utterly  impaiTabic  ;  or  if 
thefe  could  even   be   evaded,  the 


though  the  general  did  not  think  general  appearance  of  the  flat 
h  prudent  to  advance  his  pofts  far  flooded  country  along  the  coaft, 
upwards,  yet  thofe  which  he  re-  every  where  interfected  with  rivers 
tained  were  freed  from  infults,  his  and  creeks,  feemed  to  forbid  all 
communications  were  opened  with  military  ciperations  at  that  feafon 
the  back  country,  the  loyalifts,  on  that  flde.  But  Lincoln  did 
both  in  Carolina  and  Georgia,  not  truft  entirely  to  natural  dif- 
wcre  encouraged  to  join  the  army,  Acuities  j  he  befides  left,  under 
and  his  force  being  collefted,  was  the  condufi;  of  General  Moultrie, 
ready  to  aft  upon  any  ininaediate  a  body  eftimated  at  about  I5GC!> 
fervice  which  night  offer.  men,  and  compofed  chicHy  of  \.h^ 
Siich  continued,  pretty  nearly,  provincial  militia,  to  guard  the 
the  fituation  of  the  two  fmall  pafles  of  the  river  and  fwaraps. 
hoiiile^rmies  until  the  lattet;  end  This  movem^cntinfpired General 
of  April.  Separated  by  a  river,  Prevcft  with  an  idea  of  attempting 
which  neither  of  them  could  ven-  to  penetrate  into  Carolina.  He 
ture  to  paffi  in  the  face  of  the  confidered,  that  ofle.nfive  opera- 
Other,  they  were  both  fecure  in  tions  were  necelT-ary  to  fopport  and 
their  pofts,  and  each  covered  his  increafe  the  reputation  of  the  Jrir 
■jrefpe^ive  province.     A  n-ovenienc  tifh  ar.ns  in  chat  quarter;  that  hia 

forct; 
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force  was  already  confiderably  in- 
Creafcd  by  the  acceffion  of  loyalifls 
from  that  province  as  well  as  Geor- 
gia, from  whence  there  was  reafon 
to  hope,  that  his  appearance  in, 
the  country  might  induce  great  bo-' 
rfies  of  the  weIl-afFe6led  to  declare- 
in  his  f^ivour;  and,  in  any  cafe,  it 
would  be  the  fure  means  of  oblig- 
ing Lincoln  to  abandon  his  dellgn, 
and  would  at  the  fauje  time  afl'ord 
an  opportunity  of  procuring  a  plen- 
tiful fupply  of  provifions,  which 
'he  wanted. 

Under  the  influence  of  thefe 
confideradons^  he  pafled  the  river 
in  different  parts  near  the  end  of 
April,  with  a  force,  which,  fo  far 
as  can  be  gathered,  may  be  eltima- 
ted  at  about  3,000  men.  Moul- 
trie's militia  v/ere  ftruck  with  fuch 
a  panic,  at  feeing  the  Britifh  troops 
traverfing  a  country,  and  emerging 
from  fwamps  which  they  deemed 
impaffable,  that  they  made  but  a 
\yeak  refinance  in  defending  the 
feveral  ftrong  paiTes  which  might 
have  eiFefcually  checked  their  pro- 
grefs  ;  and  at  length,  as  the  coun- 
try became  more  praflicable,  gave 
way  on  all  fides,  and  retired  to- 
wards Charles  Town. 

Th2  facility  with  which  the  ar- 
my had  triumphed  over  the  extra- 
ordinary natural  impediraents  of 
the  country,  together  with  the 
feeble  refiftance  of  the  enemy,  Ojr- 
ved  to  extend  the  views  of  th^ ge- 
neral to  objcfts  of  greater  moment, 
than  thofe  vvhich  had  operated  in 
eng.-Jging  him  to  undertake  the  ex- 
pedition. The  loyalifis,  in  the  ea- 
gernefs  of  their  hopes  and  wiflies, 
which  no  failure  or  difappointment 
,^Wild  ever  flacken  or  damp,  failed 
not  to  improve  this  difpofition, 
_  which  wjs  fo  favourable  to  them, 
.  XjK^y  aiTursd  the^encral^  ^s  a  mat- 


ter of  undoubted  certainty,    that 
Charles    Town     would     furrender 
without  refiilance,  at   his  firft  ap-. 
pearance.      The  objeft  was  fojim- 
portant,     and    the    temptation  To 
great,     that  incHnation   and  duty 
mud  have  been  equally  urgent  to 
its  acquifition.       Nor  did  ic  feeni 
well  in  the  power  of  a  commander, 
in  a  matter  of  fo  much  confequerice 
to  the  ftate,   to  have  flighted  the' 
information  of  thofe,  who  had  the' 
beft  means  of  knowing  boih   the 
rtate  of  the  place  and  the  difpofi-^ 
tlon  of  the  people  ;  it  would  be  no' 
eafy  matter  afterwards  to  fhew  that 
it  deferved  no  credit,  and  that  the. 
cefign   was  utterly  imprafticable,, 
General  Preveft,   notv/ithflanding^ 
did  not  think  it  fitting  entirely  to 
rely   upon  his  own  opinion,    and 
therefore  called  all  the  field  officers 
of  his  army  to  confultatioa   upon, 
the  fubje<S,  who  unanimouJly  con» 
curred  in    their  advice  for  his  ad- 
vancing dire'fJlly  to  Charles  Tovvht'^ 
The  conduft  of  General  Lincolii" 
fer\'ed    greatly  to    ftrengchen   this' 
opinion,  who  w'as  fo  pofnivelv  per- 
fuaded,  that   General   Prevoll  in- 
tended nothing  more  than  to  forag^a 
the  country,  that  it  vVas  not  until 
fome  d^ys  after  the  Britifh  forces' 
had  palTed  the  river,  that  he  could 
be  induced  to  return  to  the  defence, 
of  the  capital.       But  when  he  was. 
at   Ifngch   convinced    of  the  "real 
danger   of  that  city,  he'  ihimcdi- 
ately  detached  a'  body  of  infan-t.^y, 
mounted   on   horfeba'ck,    for   the' 
greater  expedition,   to  if;  defence,^ 
and   colIe6llng   the  milxia  of  the 
upper  country,  returnedNjvith  hia 
whole  force,  to  a.£t  as  circuTnJlancc.=i, 
might  offer  for  its  relief. 

In  this  fituation  of  things;  "fne; 
Britifli  army  were  fome  days'march 
a-head  of  Lincoln  in  the  way  to 
'   [^tl  ^  "ehartts; 
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Charles  Town,  and  Moultrie's 
Milicia,  and  Polafki's  Legion,  re- 
tiring from  one  creek  and  river  to 
another  towards  that  place,  as  they 
were  preffed  by  the  former.  So 
many  bridges  and  pafTes  could  not 
be  gained  ijvithout  fome  fk-rmifhes, 
bat  the  refiftance  was  ftill  (o  weak, 
that  they  were  attended  with  no 
circumftances  of  aiy  confequence  ; 
it  is  however  to  be  obferved,  that 
as  the  families  and  effetts  of  Moul- 
trie's Militia  lay  pretcy  generally 
in  the  line  of  march,  thefe  confide- 
r3.tio!js  touched  them  To  clofely, 
that  his  force  fuffered  a  conti- 
nual diminution  from  the  outlet, 
Wiiich  befides  the  weaknefs  it  pro- 
duced in  leflening  his  numbers, 
fprved  necelTarily  to  difhearten 
thtfe  who  remained, 

M.yiith.     .^'  ^'^^'^  '^^y^- 
'  tiin    army    arrived    at 

Aililey  River,  which  they  paffed, 
a  few  miles  above  Charles  Town, 
and  advancing  along  the  Neck 
formed  by  the  two  rivers  O'f  A fliley 
and  Cooper,  took  poll  within  little 
more  than  cannon  (hot  from  the 
works  of  that  city.  A  continued 
iRCceflipn  of  (kirmilhes  took  place 
en  that  day  and  the  enfuing  night, 
which,  though  neceflarily  attended 
with  lofs  on  both  fides,  were  of 
no  farther  confequence  to  either. 
On  the  following  morning,  the 
general  fummoned  the  town  to  fur- 
render,  and  held  out  very  flattering 
conditions  to  induce  them  to  apon^- 
pliance.  The  negociatipn  conti- 
nued during  the  day,  and  a  pro- 
pofil  was  made  by  the  city  for  a 
neutrality  for  their  province  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  This 
being  rejected  on  the  otie  fide,  as 
the  ta\ou:able  conditions  propofed 
by  the  general  were  on  the  other, 
;h^  negocl^tion  was  broken  pif  in 


the  evening,  and  every  preparatroi^ 
made  by  the  inhabitants  and  garrii* 
fon,  for  vigoroufly  repelling  a  ge^* 
neral  affault  which  was  expefted  ta" 
take  place  in  the  night. 

But  General  Pr&voft,  finding 
himfelf  totally  difappointed  iaB 
every  hope  that  had  been  held  out* 
to  him  relative  to  Charles  Town^ 
had  other  objefts  of  ferious  con-s 
fideration  now  before  him.  He 
found  that  no  offers  he  could  make 
were  fufficient  to  induce  the  enemy 
to  a  fu-render,  and  that  their  coun-- 
tenance  fhevved  the  fulleft  determi- 
nation of  defence  ;  that  their  lines 
were  defended  by  a  numerous  ar- 
tillery, and  flanked  by  their  armed 
fhippingand  gallies ;  ^inc  thatGen, 
Lincoln,  with  a  force,  at  lead 
equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  his  own, 
was  fill  approaching.  On  his 
own  fide,  he  had  neither  battering 
artillery,  nor  a  naval  force  to  co- 
operate with  his  land  forces  ;  which 
were  two  articles  fo  indifpenfably 
neceffary  for  carrying  the  place, 
that  their  want  feemed  an  infuper- 
able  bar  to  every  hope  of  fiiccefs. 
And  if  he  were  repulfed  with  any 
confiderable  lofs,  which  was  much 
to  be  apprehended,  his  fttuation, 
involved  as  he  was,  in  a  labyrinth 
of  rivers  and  creeks,  furrouaded 
on  all  fides  by  a  fuperior  enemy, 
and  his  retreat  contin  ually  impeded 
by  fwamps  and  difficult  pafles, 
feemed  fcarcely  to  admit  of  a  hope, 
that  any  part  of  his  fmall  army 
could  have  been  preferved. 

Under   thefe  confiderations,  he 
prudently  decamped  on  that  very 
night,  and   having  previoully  ta- 
ken care  to  leave  a  proper  guard 
for  the  ficurity  of  the  pafs  at  Afh-« 
ley  Ferry,  he  had  by  morning  re-  A 
turned  to  the  fouth  fide  of  that. ri*  a, 
ver^  without  interruption, .  or  theif 

know- 
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Iwiowledge  or  fmalleft  fufpicion  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  been  the 
whole  time  ftanding  to  their  arms, 
under  the  momentary  apprehenfion 
of  a  furious  attack.  From  thence 
the  army  paiTed  to  the  iflands  of 
St.  James  and  St.  John,  which  lie 
to  the  fouthward  of  Charles  Town 
Harbour,  and  from  their  cultivati- 
on and  fertility  afforded  good  quar- 
ters and  plenty  of  provifions  for  the 
troops.  Thefe  begin  that  almoft 
continued  iucceffion,  and  fome- 
ti'i-es  labyrinth  of  iflands,  into 
which,  the  fea  with  irs  numerous 
inlets,  and  the  frequent  rivers  and 
creeks,  have  divided  that  low  flat 
country,  which  extends  along  the 
<Odft  from  Charles  Town  to  Sa- 
vannah;  the  channels  by^which 
they  are  interfefted,  or  feparated 
from  the  coaunent,  being  in  fome 
pi  iCes  very  narrow  and  inconfider- 
abie,  a"e  in  others  fo  great,  as  to 
affjrd  excellent  harbours  or  roads 
fo-  fliipping. 

In  thefe  idands,  the  armyimpa-  • 
tiently  expeded  thofe  fupplies  of 
ammunition  and  necefl"iries  from 
New  York,  whicJi  they  exceedingly 
wanted.  The  firft  fnips  which  had 
been  difp  ^clied  with  thef'  fup- 
plies  had  the  :11  fortune,  of  being 
either  ratcen,  deftioyed,  or  driven 
back  by  the  enemy.  The  arrival 
of  two  frigiues  of  war,  at  length 
rembved  ihe  diftrefl'es  of  the  troops, 
and  enabled  the  aimy  to  return  to 
the  fouthward. 

The  objed  now  with  the  general 
was  to  take  and  hold  pofleflion  of 
the  ifland  of  Port  Roya'  ;  a  mea- 
fure  which  heid  out  many  preient 
and  futu'^e  advantages,  among 
which  it  was  not  the  leaft,  that  it 
would  afford  good  quarters  and  an 
eligible  ficuation  to  the  troops,  du- 
ring the  inienfe  heats  and  the  very 


unhealthy  feafon,  which  were  then 
either  prevailing  or  approaching. 
By  this  means  alfo,  he  would  hold 
a  fure  footing  in  South  Caroling, 
from  which  ic  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  enemy  to  move  him,  until 
the  long  expefted  and  wiflied  for  re- 
inforcements  arrived,  which  might 
enable  him  to  proceed  effeftually 
in  the  reduftion  of  that  colony. 
In  the  mean  time,  no  pofition  could 
be  better  chofen  for  covering  Geor- 
gia on  that  fide ;  the  excellent  har- 
bour of  Port  Royal,  was  the  beft 
ftation  in  that  quarter  for  the  royal 
fliipping,  and  its  vicinity  to  the 
town  of  Savannah,  with  the  opea 
communication  between  both  pla- 
ces, ferved  all  together  to  render  it 
a  port  of  great  importance. 

While  the  greater  part  of  the  ar- 
my were  engaged  in  the  operations 
of  moving  from  one  ifland  to  ano- 
ther, and  of  eftablifliing  the  diffe- 
rent pods  which  it  was  thought  ne- 
ceffary  to  occupy  during  the  ftckly 
feafon.  General  Lincoln  thought 
it  a  proper  opportunity  to  attack 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Maitland,  who 
was  flirongly  polled  at  the  pafs  of 
Stono  Ferry,  which  feems  to  be 
on  the  inlet  between  the  continent 
and  the  ifland  of  St.  John.  The 
Colonel's  force  confifted  of  the  firll 
battalion  of  the  7 1  ft,  and  one  Hef- 
fian,  together  with  the  Carolina 
refugees  ;  the  two  battalions  being 
fo  weak  and  reduced,  that  his 
whole  number  is  faid  to  have 
amounted  only  to  about  800  men. 
The  poll,  however,  befides  its  natu- 
ral advantages,  was  well  covered 
with  redoubts,  an  abbatis,  and  artil- 
lery. On  the  other  fide,  the  Ame- 
rican force  is  reprefented  as  amount- 
ing to  ^jpoo  men,  and  eight  pieces 
of  cannon. 

They 
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Juoe  20th.  ^    ,      <  ,  .  r  •  • 

•^  tack  wnh  great  fpirit, 

and  fupported  it  for  about  an  hour  ; 
but  were  received  with  mch  a  coun- 
tenance, and  fuch  coolnefs  and 
firmnefs,  and  fo  much  galled  by 
the  fire  of  an  armed  flat,  which 
covered  the  left  flank  of  the  poll:, 
that  they  were  then  obliged  to  re- 
tire with  confiderable  lofs.  The 
aflaiiants  attribute  their  retreat  to 
the  flreng';h  of  the  redoubts,  which 
their  light  field  pieces  were  totally 
incapable  of  making  any  impref- 
fion  on,  and  to  a  ftrong  reinforce- 
ment, which  arrived  from  the 
ifland  of  St.  John,  during  the  ac- 
tion, to  the  fupport  of  the  poih 
The  royal  forces  loft  fome  officers 
as  well  as  men  ;  and  above  a  hun- 
dred of  both  were  wounded.  The 
Americans  loll  fome  officers  of 
name  ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
that  their  lols  in  general  was  con- 
siderably greater.  The  army  met 
\Vith  no  obllrudion  in  its  move- 
jneiitto  Port  Royal  ;  and  the  fea- 
fon  pat  an  end  to  all  operations  on 
either  lide  in  that  quarter. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  concerted  with  Sir 
George  Collier,  who  now  com- 
manded the  marine  at  New  York, 
an  expedition  to  the  Chefapeak, 
and  a  defcent  upon  Virginia,  as 
meaf'ures,  which  n-,ore  than  any 
other  that  could  be  undertaken, 
would  contribute  to  the  embar- 
raflhnent  and  diilrefs  of  the 
enemy. 

•  A  fufiicient  naval  and  land  force 
for  the  intended  purpofes, .  was 
accordingly  difpatched  from  New 
York,  under  the  conduit  of  Sir 
Geo.  Collier,  and  Maj,  Gen.  Ma- 
Vhew..  The  fleet  having  fuccefs- 
fuily  pafTed  between  the  Capes  of 
yirginia,  die  Railonable  man  of 
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war,  with  fome  armed  tervde/s, 
were  left  in  Hampton  Road,  to 
block  up  that  port,  and  to. inter-' 
cept  the  navigation  of  the  Pviver, 
James ;  whilH  Sir  George  Collier, 
having  fhifted  his  pendant  to  % 
frigate,  proceeded  with  the  fmaller 
fhips  of  war  and  tranfports  up  Eli-, 
zabeth  River.  The  town  of  PortC- 
mouth  being  their  immediate  ob- 
ject, and  the  fleet  delayed  by  fome 
circunillances  of  v/ind  or  tide  iri. 
its  paiTage,  tlie  general  and  troops," 
impatient  of  delay,  and  apprehen-, 
five  that  ihe  enemy  might  have 
lime  either  to  fuengthen  their 
works  cr  receive  fuc-  ,,  '  , 
cours,  were  landed  at  ■' 

fome  diftance,    and  marched    di- 
re£ily  towards  that  place". 

The  town  was  open  and  defence,? 
lefs,  l>ut  the  paflage  to  it  by  water 
was  covered  by  Fort  Nel fop,  which 
had  been  conilrufted  at  about  half 
a  mile's  diftance  for  that  purpofe. 
But  the  garrifon  of  the  fort,  know- 
ing that  no  fuccour  was  at  hand, 
and  that  the  fort  was  incapable  of 
any  eftcdual  defence,  to  avoid, be- 
ing furrounded  and  made  prifoners, 
abandoned  it  at  the  approach  of 
the  army,  who  of  courle  took  pof- 
fcfiion  both  of  that  and  the  town.' 
The  town,  or  remains,  of  Norfolk, 
on  the  oppofue  fide  of  the  river, 
fell  likewife  into  their  hands. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  fleet; 
and  army,  the  enemy  burned  fe- 
veral  of  the  veffels  in  thefe  ports, 
among  which  vyere  two  large 
French  fiiips,  loaded  wi;h  ,a  thou- 
fand  hogfiieads  of  tobacco  ;  the 
celerity  of  the  invaders  having, 
however,  checked  the  de.ftrMclioa 
pretty  early,  fevera]  others  were 
faved,  and  fell  accordingly. an,tQ 
their  hands. 

The 
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-The  general  pufhed  on  detach- 
jnents  to  tak-e  pofTeffion  of  two 
llrong  pofts  feveral  miles  in  front, 
which  from  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, fervtd  to  cover  the  approaches 
to.  his  camp  from  any  fudden  at- 
tempt of  the  enemy.  In  the  mejan 
time,  the  BriLifii  guards  having 
marched  eighteen  miles  by  night 
to  the  town  of  Suffolk,  on  the 
Nanfemond  river,  arrived  there  at 
day-break.  They  found  the  place 
had  been  hafliiy  abandoned  at  their 
approach ;  and.  they  immediately 
proceeded  to  the  deftrudlion  of  a 
very  la^ge  magazine  of  provifions, 
together  with  the  vefiels  and  naval 
ftoies  which  they  foqnd  there.  A 
fimilar  deltruAion  was  carried  on 
at  Kempe's  landing.  Shepherd's, 
Gofport,  Tanner's  creek,  and  other 
places  in  that  quarter  ,  nor  were 
the  frigates  and  ?.rmed  veffels  lefs 
atPiive  or  fjccefsful  in  their  fervice, 
on  the  rivers,  and  in  the  near  parts 
of  the  bay, 

Within  a  fortnight,  that  the 
fleet  and  army  continued  upon  the 
coaft,  the  lofs  luftained  by  the, 
Americans  was  prodigious.  Se- 
veral thoufand  barrels  of  pork, 
with  other  provifions  in  proporcion, 
Wiiich  had  been  prepared  for  Wafh- 
ingion's  army,  and  a  great  quan- 
tity of  Itores,  were  deilroyed  at 
Suflblk  and  Shepherd's.  In  other 
places  thefe  articles  were  brought 
off.  Above  130  iliip?  and  vefiels 
of  all  ibrts,  were  deilroyed  or  ta- 
ken. Of  thefe,  17  prizes  were 
brought  away;  among  thofe  de- 
ilroyed or  taken,  v/ere  fome  priva- 
teers, and  vefiels  of  force.  All 
thofe  upon  the  flocks  were  burned  ; 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  naval 
flores  brought  off;  and  every  tiling 
islative  to  the  building  or  fitting 
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of  ihips,  that  was  not  conveniently 
portable,  deflroyed. 

The  commanders  received  from 
the    loyalifls,     according    to    their 
ufual  cuflom,  fuch    flattering   ac- 
counts  and   pofitive  aflurances,  of 
the  general  difpofuion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  colony  to  return  to  the 
obedience  of  their  fovereign,  and 
their  impatience  to  fee   the   royal 
flandard   erefted     amongft    them» 
that  Sir  George  Collier  could  not 
avoid   reprefenting  the   matter  in 
his  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in 
the  full  view  in  which  it  appeared 
to  himfelf.     If  it   was   not,    how- 
ever, thought  fitting  to  adopt  the 
meafure    in     its    full    extent,    he 
flrongly  urged  the  great  advantages 
v/hich  would  accrue   from  fending 
them  fuch  reinforcements,  as  would 
enable  them  to  hold  a  footing  iii 
the  country,  by  converting  Portf- 
rnouth  into   a  place  of  arras,  and. 
rendering  it  thereby  a  fure  afylam 
for  {hipping  ;  purpofes,  which  froni. 
its  fituacion,  it  feemed  well  calcu- 
lated   for  aafwering,    and   which 
would  have   totally   deflroyed  the 
trade   of  the  Chefapeak.     Oa  the 
other  hand,  it  was  a  place  removed 
from   fuccour,    and  in   a   manner 
furrounded  with  the  greateft  forces 
of  rhe  enemy.     It    is  evident  that 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  faw  thefe  mat- 
ters in  a  very  different  light,  from 
that  in  which  they  v/ere  viewed  by 
Sir  George  Collier.     He  fent  aa 
order  for  their  Immediate  return. 
The   fleet   and    army,    with  their 
prizes  and  booty,   (having  liril  de- 
moliihed  Fort  NeUon,  and  let  fire 
to   the   ilore  -  houfes  and    all   the 
other  buildings   in  the  dock-vard 
at  .Goiport),  arrived  fafe  at   New 
York  before  the  expiration  of  the 
raoath . 
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An  expedition  which  General 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  upon  the 
point  of  undertaking  up  the  North 
River,  probably  contributed  to  the 
more  fpeedy  recall  of  the  forces 
from  the  Virginia  adventure.  The 
enemy  had  for  fome  time  been 
engaged,  and  at  great  labour  and 
expence,  in  conftrufting  very  ftrong 
works,  at  the  two  important  polls 
of  Verplanks  Neck,  and  Stoney 
Point,  in  the  Highlands.  Thefe 
pofts,  which  are  on  nearly  oppofite 
points  of  land,  the  firft  being  on 
the  Eaft,  and  the  other  on  the 
Weft  fide  of  the  North  river,  were 
of  the  utmoft  importance  for  keep- 
ing the  communication  open  be- 
tween the  Eallern  and  Weftern 
colonies,  the  great  pafs  called 
King's  Ferry  lying  direflly  be- 
tween them.  As  thefe  works  were 
rearly  completed,  but  not  yet  de- 
fenfible,  the  general  thought  it 
the  proper  feafon  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  induftry  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  toil. 
Wafhington,  who  lay  with  his 
army  at  Middle  Brook  in  Jerfey, 
was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  in- 
terrupt the  execution  of  the  defign  j 
nor  could  his  efforts  at  any  rate 
have  extended  to  the  eaflern  fide 
of  the  river.  We  have  already 
had  occafion  to  fee  the  prodigious 
advantage,  which  the  naval  com- 
mand of  that  great  river  and  boun- 
dary afforded  to  an  army,  in  any 
fingle  or  double  fcheme  of  opera- 
tion on  either  lide. 

The  troops  deftined  for  this  fer- 
vice,  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor General   Vaughan,  were  only 
■t^  ,     newly  embarked,  when 

^^  '  they  were  joined  by  the 
force  returned  from  the  Chefapeak, 
and  proceeded  all  together  up  the 
North  River  J  the  naval  depart- 


ment being  under  the  condu£l  of 
Sir  George  Collier.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning,General  Vaughan, 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  army, 
landed  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  ri- 
ver, about  eight  miles  ftiort  of 
Verplanks ;  whilft  the  remainder, 
under  the  conduft  of  General  Pat- 
tifon,  and  accompanied  by  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  advancing  farther 
up,  landed  within  three  miles  of 
Stoney  Point.  Upon  the  appear- 
ance of  the  fhips,  the  enemy  im- 
mediately abandoned  their  works; 
but  took  care  to  fet  fire  to  a  large 
block-houfe.  Upon  the  approach 
of  the  troops  to  take  poffeflion  of 
Stoney  Point  ;  they,  however, 
made  fome  Ihew  of  refiftance,  by 
drawing  up  on  the  hills ;  but  they 
did  not  venture  to  abide  the 
confli£l. 

The  Americans  had  finiflied  a 
fmall,  but  ftrong  and  complete 
work,  on  the  oppofite  fideiof  the 
river,  which  they  called  Fort  la 
Fayette ;  this  was  defended  by 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  fmall 
garrifon  of  between  70  and  80 
men.  But  this  little  redoubt, 
though  ftrong  in  itfelf,  was  effec- 
tually commanded  by  Stoney  Point, 
which  lies  at  about  a  thoufand 
yards  diftance  on  the  oppofite 
ftiore ;  and  it  being  exceedingly 
difficult  of  approach  from  its  own 
fide,  at  leaft  for  the  conveyance  of 
artillery,  the  attack  was  accord- 
ingly intended  from  the  other. 
For  this  purpofe,  General  Pattifon, 
with  infinite  fatigue  and  labour, 
and  the  moft  indefatigable  perfe- 
verance  during  the  night,  over- 
came the  difficulties  of  dragging 
the  heavy  artillery,  from  a  very 
bad  landing  place  up  a  fteep  pre- 
cipice, to  the  top  of  the  hill ;  and 
his   exertions   and   arrangements 

were 
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were  fo  effeftual  and  judicious, 
that  by  five  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, he  had  opened  a  battery  of 
cannon,  and  another  of  mortars, 
on  the  fummit  of  the  difficult  rocks 
of  Sconey  Point,  which  poured  a 
ftorm  of  file  over  on  Fort  la 
Fayette. 

The  attack  was  fupported  by 
Sir  George  Collier,  who  advanced 
with  the  gallies  and  gun  -  boats 
within  reach  of  the  fort.  The 
cannonade  was  continued  on  all 
fides  during  the  day;  and  as  foon 
as  it  was  dark,  Sir  George  ordered 
two  of  the  gallies  to  pais  the  fort, 
and  anchor  above  ic,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  efcape  of  the  garrifon 
by  water.  In  the  mean  time,  Ge- 
neral Vaughan  with  his  divifion, 
having  made  a  long  circuit  through 
the  hills,  was  at  length  arrived, 
and  had  clofely  invelled  the  fort 
on  the  land  fide.  The  garrifon 
feeing  that  all  pofTibility  of  efcape 
was  now  cut  off,  and  that  their 
fire  was  totally  overpowered  and 
loll  in  the  magnitude  of  that  which 
they  received,  furrendered  their 
little  fortrefs  on  the  following 
morning,  and  themfelves  prifoners 
of  war,  without  any  other  flipu- 
lation  than  that  of  humane  treat- 
ment. The  boldnefs  of  their  de- 
fence certainly  merited  fome  praife, 
although  we  do  not  know  that  it 
was  paid  on  either  fide. 

The  general  gave  immediate 
direction  for  finifhing  and  com- 
pleting the  works  of  both  pofts, 
and  for  putting  Stoney  Point  in 
particular,  in  the  ftrongeft  flate  of 
defence.  And  for  their  better 
fupport  and  protection,  as  well  as 
with  a  view  to  the  further  opera- 
tions of  the  campaign,  encamped 
his  army  at  Philipfburg,  fomething 
about  half  way  down  ihe  river  to 


New  York  Ifland ;  which  he  like- 
wife  rendered  a  pofl  of  fome  im- 
portance, by  throwing  up  works, 
in  order  for  the  eftablifhment  and 
prefervation  of  a  free  communi- 
cation in  future.  By  the  lofs  of 
thefe  pofts,  the  rebels  in  the  Jer- 
fcys  were  under  a  neceffity  of 
making  a  detour  of  above  ninety 
miles  through  the  mountains,  to 
communicate  with  the  countries 
Eaft  of  Hudfon's  River. 

The  ftate  of  the  hoftile  armiea 
on  both  fides  with  refpeft  to  aftual 
force,  together  with  the  want  of 
money,  and  the  paucity  of  mili- 
tary provifion  on  one,  neceffarily 
limited  the  views  of  the  oppofite 
commanders,  and  prevented  their 
undertaking  any  decifive  or  exten- 
five  operations.  They  were  e«ch 
in  a  ftrong  flate  of  defence,  and 
neither  had  fuch  a  fuperiority  of 
force,  as  could  compel  his  adver- 
fary  to  relinquilh  the  advantages 
of  his  fituation.  Walhington  was 
befides  in  expeflation  of  foreiga 
aid  ;  and  it  would  have  been  little 
confiftent  with  his  ufual  charafter 
of  caution  and  judgment,  to  have 
run  the  hazard  by  any  previous 
attempt,  or  hafty  meafure,  of 
weakening  his  natural  ftrength  in 
fuch  a  degree,  as  might  render 
him  incapable  of  profiting  by  the 
affillance  of  his  ally,  and  the  Ame- 
rican arms  and  force,  of  courfe 
contemptible  in  his  eyes.  The 
campaign  was  accordingly  languid, 
and  its  operations  confined  to  thei 
furprize  of  pofts,  and  to  defultory 
excurfions ;  to  the  laft  of  which, 
the  Americans  were  now,  as  at  all 
times,  exceedingly  expofed,  and 
upon  no  footing  of  equality  with 
their  enemy.  c^j70> 

The  numberlefs  fmall  crmzcr^i 
whale-boats,    and   biher..  crafc.  6f 

thuc 
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that  nature,  from  the  Connefticut 
coafts,  which  infefled.  the  found, 
lying  between  that  colony  and 
Long  Ifland,  were  fo  watchful  and 
conftant  in  their  depredations,  and 
their  fituation  efForded  them  fuch 
opportunities,  that  they  had  nearly 
deihoyed  the  trade  to  and  from 
New  York  on  that  fide,  to  the  very 
great  difcommodity  and  diftrefs  of 
that  city,  as  well  as  of  the  fleet 
and  array.  Upon  this  account. 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
Sir  George  Collier,  determined  on 
a  courfe  of  defultory  invafions 
alop.g  that  coaft,  with  a  view  of 
curing  the  evil,  by  cutting  oif  the 
means  of  depredation  in  the  de- 
Jtru£lion  of  their  piratical  craft, 
and  fo  fc'  as  it  could  be  done,  of 
their  other  vefTels  and  materials  for 
building. 

Governor  Tryon,  who  was  like- 
wii'e  a  general  officer,  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  conduft  of  the  land  fer- 
vice  in  this  expedition  ;  his  force 
amounted  to  abotit  2,600  men, 
and  he  was  feconded  by  Brigadier 
General  Garth,  an  rfHcer  of  dif- 
■j  ,  ,  tinguiihed  merit  and  ac- 
j"^y  5^»-  tivity.  The  fleet  having 
arrived  at  Newhaven,  the  forces 
were  landed,  and  took  poflcffion 
of  that  town,  and  of  a  battery 
that  covered  the  harbour,  without 
any  great  lofs,  although  they  met 
with  every  impediment  in  their 
power,  and  no.  fmall  Ihare  of  ir- 
regular refillance  from  the  inha- 
bitants  and  neighbouring  militia. 
The  fort,  and  every  thing  for 
naval  or  military  purpofes,'  were 
deftroyed.  The  town  was  fpared, 
aithciiyh  firlt  doomed  to  deflruc- 
tion,  owing  to  ibme  meafures  ob- 
{irved  by  the  militia,  in  not  nio- 
lelting  the  troops  on  their  retreat. 

The  fleet  departed  from  New- 
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haven  to  Fairfield,  where  the  troops 
were  again  landed,  and  again  op- 
pofed.  Here  the  town  was  fet  on 
fire,  and  every  thing  of  value  con- 
iumed.  The  fame  meafure  was 
repeated  in  the  fub.'equent  and 
concluding  expedition  to  Norwalk; 
where  the  militia  being  more  nu- 
merous, and  the  refillance  greater, 
than  in  the  former  places,  both 
that  town,  and  the  fmall  one  of 
Green*ieid,  were  totally  deftroyed. 
The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Ameri- 
cans in  this  lall  adl  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  very  great.  Beiides  that 
of  their  houfes,  and  efiefts,  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  fliips,  either 
finifiied  or  on  the  flocks,  with  a 
ftill  greater  of  v/hale  boats  and 
fmallcraft,  with  iVores  and  mer- 
chandize to  a  large  amount,  were! 
all  deftroyed. 

Whether  it  w-as,  that  this  courfe 
of  dellruClion  was  contrary  to  the 
intention  and  approbation  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  or  from  whatever 
other  caufe  it  proceeded,  it  was 
fuddenly  flopped  in  its  career,  by 
an  order  from  that  general  , 
for  the  immediate  return  of  ^ 
the  troops.  The  lofs  fnflained  by 
the  royal  forces  was  very  trifling,- 
confidering  the  oppofition  they  met 
with  ;  the  whole  number,  in  flain, 
wounded,  and  milling,  being  un- 
der 150,  of  which,  not  above  a: 
feventh  were  killed  on  the  fpot. 

The  fires  and  deftrnftion  which 
marked  this  expedition,  were  at- 
tributed to  different  caufes.  Partly 
to  the  refeiitment  excited  by  the 
rebels,  in  their  firing  from  the 
tops  and  windows  of  their  houfes: 
partly  to  the  zeal  of  the  loyal 
American  refugees,  who  were  im- 
placable in  the  refentment  which 
they  boje  to  their  countrymen  on 
the  oupofile  fide,-  and  who  from 
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tliat  fpirit,  along  with  their  inti- 
B>a,te  knowledge   of  the    country, 
tvere  particularly  neceflary  in  thefe 
enterprizes;  and,    as   it  was  laid, 
in  fome  inftances  to   military  ne- 
ceflity,  the  burning  of  the  houfes 
ferving  to  mafk  the  retreat  of  tiie 
troops.      Major    General    Tryon, 
however,  jullified  the  meafure,  in 
his  letter  to  the  general,  upon  the 
fair  principles  of  policy  ;  and  faid, 
he  fhould  be  very  forry,  if  it  was 
thought    lefs    reconcileable   with 
humanity,  than  with    the  love  of 
his  country,  duty  to  the  king,  and 
the  law  of  arms,  to  which  America 
had  been  led   to   make  the  awful 
appeal.      That   the    ufurpers    had 
profeiTedly  placed  their   hopes  of 
fevering  the    empire,  in    avoiding 
decifue  actions,  upon  the  wafte  of 
the  Britifh  treafure,  and  the  efcape 
of  their  own  property,  during  the 
protracling   of    the    war.        That 
their  power  was  fupported  by  the 
general    dread  of    their   tyranny, 
and  the  arts  practiced  to  infpire  a 
credulous    multitude  with  a  pre- 
fumptuous  confidence  in   the   for- 
bearance of  the  royal  forces.  'And, 
that  he  wifhed  to  deteft  this  delu- 
.   fion,    and,     if    poffibic,    without 
injury  to  the  loyalifis. 

Whatever  force  or  juftice  there 
might  be  in  thefe  arguments,  the 
meafure  of  burning  and  deftroy- 
ing  the  country  fcemed  an  im- 
proper accompanymenc,  to  an  ad- 
drcfs  of  invitation  which  was  cir- 
culated among  the  inhabitants, 
urging  them  to  return  to  their 
duty  and  allegiance.  Mr.  Tryon, 
however,  regrets  in  his  letter,  the 
*  burning  of  their  places  of  worfliip  ; 
butjuftly  obferves,  the  great  difr 
ficuhy  of  affigning  any  fixed  limits 
to  a  conflagration,  where  the 
buildings  are  clofe,  and  the  houfes 
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compofed  of  fuch  very  combufti- 
ble  materials  as  boards  andihingles. 
This  expedition  afforded  abundant 
matter,  for  the  renewal  and  in- 
creafe  of  that  loud  clamour,  which 
the  Americans  had  fo  long  raifed, 
and  fo  widely  extended,  relative 
to  the  cruel,  and  unheard-of 
manner,  in  which,  they  pretend- 
.ed,  that  the  war  was  conduced 
on  the  royal  fide.  Nor  did  it 
feem  to  produce  any  great  efFeil 
with  refpedl  to  i:s  immediate  ob- 
jeft,  of  checking  the  depredations 
of  the  American  cruizers  ;  for  fo 
bold  and  numerous  were  they, 
that  in  a  very  few  days  after,  two 
of  the  royal  floops  of  war  v/ere 
taken  by  them. 

The  furprize  of  Verplanks  and 
Stoney  Point,  drew  Walhington 
and  his  army  from  the  Jerfeys,  to 
^  the  high,  flrong,  and  mountainous 
country,  above  thofe  pofls,  and  on 
both  fides  of  the  North  river. 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  ob- 
je£l  was,  to  draw  him  down,  if 
pofliblc,  from  thefe  faHneffes  into 
the  flat  country,  and  thereby  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement  in 
that  fort  of  ground,  which  would 
have  been  adapted  to  the  exertion 
of  thofe  peculiar  advantages,  and 
that  decided  fuperiority,  which 
the  royal  army  pofTefled.  This 
was  among  the  motives  which  led 
to  the  Connedticut  expedition  ; 
and  others  cf  lefs  note,  were  un- 
dertaken upon  the  fame  principle. 
It  was,  however,  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  ijifficulty  to  lead  Wafhington 
into  fuch  an  error ;  nor  could  any 
art  in  the  laying  or  covering  of 
the  defign,  afford  more  than  '  a 
very  doubtful  profpeft  of  its 
fuctefs. 

Whilfl  the   hoilile  armies  Were 
thus  watching  each  others  motions 

with 
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with  the  moft  unremitted  atten- 
tion, an  enterprize  of  fpirit,  and 
eclat,  was  undertaken  on  the 
American  fide,  and  fuccefsfully 
carried  into  execution  by  General 
Wayne.  As  no  induftry  had 
been  wanting  in  compleating  or 
repairing  the  works  at  Stoney 
Point,  which  the  length  of  pof- 
feffion  would  admit  of,  that  poft 
was  now  in  a  very  ftrong  ftate  of 
defence ;  and  was  garrifoned  by 
tho  17th  regiment  of  foot,  the 
grenadier  companies  of  the  71ft, 
a  company  of  loyal  Americans, 
and  fome  artillery ;  the  whole  be- 
ing under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Johnfon.  The 
garrifon  in  the  oppofite  poft  at 
Verplanks  Neck,  was  under  the 
conduft  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Webfter;  and  was  at  leaft  equal 
in  force  to  that  at  Stoney  Point. 

General  Wayne  was  appointed 
to  the  difficult  talk  of  furprizing 
and  reducing  Stoney  Point  ;  for 
which  he  was  provided  with  a 
ftrong  detachment  of  the  moft 
aftive  infantry  in  the  American 
army.  Thefe  troops  having  fet 
T  ]  irth  °^^  from  Sandy  Reach 
■^  y  S  '  about  noon,  had  a 
march  of  about  fourteen  miles  to 
furmount,  over  high  mountains, 
through  deep  moraffes,  difficult 
defiles,  and  roads  exceedingly  bad 
and  narrow,  fo  that  they  could 
only  move  in  fingle  files  during 
the  greateft  part  of  the  way.  About 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the 
van  arrived  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  their  objeft,  where  they 
halted,  and  the  troops  were  formed 
into  two  columns,  as  faft  as  they 
came  up.  While  they  were  in  this 
pofition,  Wayne,  with  moft  of  his 
principal  officers,  went  to  recon- 
z 


noitre  the  works,  and  to  obfervf 
the  fituation  of  the  garrifon, 

Ic  was  fomething  not  unworthy 
of  obl'ervation,  that  the  bayonet, 
which  had  been  fo  often  fatally 
employed  againft  the  Americans  in 
fijnilar  cafes,  was  the  only  weapon 
which  they  ufed  in  this  attack. 
It  was  near  midnight  before  the 
two  columns  approached*the  place; 
that  on  the  right,  confifting  of 
Febiger  and  Meig's  regiments, 
was  led  by  General  W^yne ;  the 
van,  confifting  of  ico  picked  men, 
led  by  the  moft  adventurous  offi- 
cers, and  commanded  by  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Fleury,  advanced  to 
the  attack,  with  unloaded  mufltets 
and  fixed  bayonets ;  they  being 
preceded  by  an  avant-guard,  con- 
fifting of  an  officer  of  the  moft 
diftinguiftied  courage,  accompanied 
by  twenty  of  the  moft  defperate 
private  men,  who,  among  cthef 
offices,  werp  partirularly  intended 
to  remove  the  abbatis,  and  othet 
obftruftions,  which  lay  in  rhe  w3.y 
of  the  fucceeding  troops.  The 
column  on  the  left,  was  led  by  a 
fimilarchofen  van,  with  unloaded 
mufkets  and  fixed  bayonets,  under 
the  command  of  a  Major  Steward  ; 
and  that  was  alfo  preceded  by  a 
finiiki  forlorn  hope.  The  geiicral 
iflued  the  moft  poiuteJ  orders  to 
both  columns,  (which  tiicy  ("em 
ftridlly  to  have  adhered  to)  noi  io 
fire  a  (hot  on  any  account,  but  to 
place  their  whole  reliance  on  the 
bayonet. 

The  tv^o  attacks  feera  to  have 
been  direfted  to  oppofite  points  of 
the  works ;  whi.'ft  a  detachment 
under  a  Major  Murfree  engage^ 
the  attention  of  the  garrifon,  by  a 
feint  in  their  front.  They  found 
the  approaches  more  difficult,  than 

even 
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tven  their  knowied^^e  rf  the  place 
had  i.'.duccd  them  to  expe<5t ;  the 
ivorks  being  covered  by  a  deep 
morafs,  and  whtch  at  this  time 
Was  alio  'overflowed  by  the  tide. 
The  Americans  fay,  that  neither 
the  deep  morafs,  the  formidable 
and  tiouhifrows  of  ablvalis,  or  the 
ftro,  g  works  in  front  and  fic'mk, 
could  damp  the  ardour  of  their 
troops;  who,  in  the  face  of  a 
Hioilincefiaiu  and  tremenJuous  fire 
of  mufquctry,  and  of  cannon 
loaded  with  grape  fhot,  forced 
their  way  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet through  every  obftacle,  until 
the  van  of  each  column  met  in 
the  center  of  the  works,  where 
they  arrived  at  nearly  the  fame 
inftant. 

Genera!  Wayne  was  wounded  in 
the  head  by  a  mufket  ball,  as  he 
J)a{IVd  the  lafl:  abbati? ;  but  was 
gallantly  funported,  and  helped 
throiigh  the  \vorks,  bv  his  two 
brave  Aid  de  Camps,  Fifhbourn 
anii  Archer,  to  whom  he  acknow- 
ledged the  utraolr  gratitude  in  his 
f)ublic  letter.  Colonel  Fleury, 
Vr'ho  we  may  perceive  by  his  name 
to  be  a  French  offlcer,  had  the 
honour  of  ftrikiiig  the  Bricifh 
ftandard  with  his  own  hand.  Ma- 
jor Steward,  and  feveral  other 
officers,  received  great  praife  ;  as 
did  in  particular  the  two  Lieute- 
nants, Gibbons  and  Knox,  one  of 
whom  led  the  forlorn  hope  on  the 
Hght,  as  the  c^her  did  on  the  left; 
and  who  had  boch  the  fortune  to 
efeape  unhurt,  although  the  firft 
IjII  feventeen  men  out  of  twenty  in 
the  attack, 

*  There  is  fcarcely  kny  thingin  the 
tranfaiSlions  of  war,  which  affords 
more  room  for  furprize,  and  fee.ms 
Ifefs  'o  be  accounted  fc>r,  than  the 
f  prodigious  difparity  between  the 
Vol.  XXII. 


humbers  flain  in  thofe  different  ac- 
tions,which  feem  otherwife  fimilarj 
or  greatly  to  correfpond,  in  their 
principal  circumilances,  nature  and 
magnitude;  N'^thing  could  vvell 
be  fuppoffd,  from  its  nature  and 
circun-.ftiinces  more  bloodv,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  numbers  engaged],' 
than  this  adlion  ;  and  yet  the  iofs 
on  both  fides  was  exceedingly  mo- 
derate. The  fate  of  Captain  Tew 
of  the  17th  regime:it,  who  fell  iri 
this  a6lion,  being  rather  fipgulat* 
and  unfortunate,  was  accordingly 
regretted.  He  had  been  left  for 
dead  on  the  field  in  the  laft  war  ; 
and  perhaps  no  other  officer  in  Eu- 
rope had  fufvived  fo  great  a  num- 
ber of  wounds,  as  he  had  receiv- 
ed in  the  courfe  of  his  fervice* 
Promotion  had  been  long  promifed 
and  expected  ;  but  through  She 
\i.'ant  of  any  particular  intereft  to 
fupport  that  claim,  which  his  long 
fervices,  merit,  and  particular  fuf- 
ferino-s,  feemed,  indeed,  to  ren- 
der  unneceffary,  he  finifhed  his 
military  career  at  the  head  only  of 
a  company. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  tri- 
umph of  the  Americans,  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  this  enterprize,  and  the 
vigour  and  fpirit  v/ith  which  it  was 
conduced.  It  mufl,  indeed,  be 
acknowledged,  that,  confidered  in 
all  its  parts  and  difficulties^  it 
would  have  done  honour  to  the 
moft  veteran  foldiers;  Wsfiiing- 
ton,  'the  Congrefs,  the  General 
AfTembiy,  and  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Couneil  of  Penfylvania, 
feemed  emulous  in  their  acknow- 
kdgnr-:ents,  and  in  the  praifes 
which  they  beflowed  upon  General 
Wayne,  his  oiEcers,  and  troops. 
In  thefe  they  particularly  appla'ui 
the  humanity  and  clem.ency  the^vu 
to    t'le    Y:ir.q'.ii(hcd,    when,  (they 

I^Vj  fay 
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fay)  by  the  laws  of  war,  and  fti- 
iriulatcd  by  refentment  from  the 
remembrance  of  a  former  mafTa- 
Cre,  they  would  have  been  jurti- 
iied  in  putting  the  whole  garrifon 
to  the  fword.  Nor  were  real  or 
honorary  rewards  to  the  officers 
forgotten.  The  total  number  of 
prifoners  amounted  to  543,  and 
the  flain  of  the  garrifon,  accor- 
dingto  the  American  account,  to 
63  ;  which  taken  together  do  not 
difil-r  very  widely  from  the  imper- 
fe£l  return  fent  in  a  hurrV  by 
Colonel  Johnfon  ;  taking  r[  for 
granted,  (as  was  undoubtedly,  the 
cafe)  that  thofe  whom  he  reckons 
as  miffing,  are  included  in  either 
part  of  the  calculation.  The  tro- 
phies, artillery,  and  (lores,  were 
not,  in  refpefl:  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  port,  inconfiderable. 

As  foon  as  Stoney  Point  w:i?  ta- 
ken, the  arillery  was  direfdy  turn- 
ed againft  Verplanks,  and  a  furi- 
ous cannonade  enfued,  which  ne- 
ceff^rily  obliged  the  {hipping  at  the 
latter  place  to  cut  their  cables,  and 
fall  down  the  river.  The  news  of 
this  difailer,  and  of  Wcbfter's  litu- 
ation,\vho  alfo  cxpe£led  an  imme- 
diate attack  on  the  land  fide,  no 
fOoner  reached  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
than  he  took  the  moll  fpeedy  mea- 
fures  for  the  immediate  relief  of 
the  one  poll,  and  the  recovery  of 
the  other.  The  whole  Britifh  land 
and  naval  force  was  accordingly  iii 
raoiion.  The  general,  with  the 
main  army,  advanced  to  Dobb's 
Ferry  ;  the  cavalry,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  light  infantry,  puflied 
forwards  to  the  banks  of  the  Cro- 
ron  ri.ver,  in  order  to  awe  the 
enemy  on  that  fide,  in  their  at- 
tempts by  land  againft  Verplanks  ; 
and  Sir  George  Collier,  with  the 
frigates,  armed  vefiel?,'and  tran- 
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fports  of  the  fleet,  having  Briga- 
dier General  Sterling,  with  tn;ee 
regiments  on  board,  proceeded  up 
the  river. 

But  however  great  the  impor- 
tance or  value  of  Stoney  Po'^t, 
Walhington  was  by  no  means  dif- 
pofed  to  hazard  a  general  engage- 
ment on  its  account ;  more  efpeci- 
ally  in  a  fituation,  where  the  com- 
mand of  the  river  would  aiford 
fuch  decifive  advantages  to  his 
enemy  in  the  difpofition,  and  fud- 
den  movement  of  their  troops, 
whether  Vv'ith  refped  to  the  imme- 
diate point  of  a£lion,  or  to  the  fciz- 
ing  of  the  paiTes,  and  cutting  off 
the  retreat  of  his  army,  as  might 
probably  be  attended  with  the  moll 
fatal  confequences.  He  inforajs 
the  Congrels  in  his  letter,  that  it 
had  been  previoufly  determined  in 
council  not  to  attempt  keeping 
that  poll,  and  that  nothing  more 
was  originally  intended,  than  the 
deflruftion  of  the  works,  and  the 
bringing  off  the  artillery  and  flores. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  regained  the 
poll,  after  it  had  been  three  days, 
in  thepoileffion  of  the  enemy,  an.d 
placed  a  ilrong  garrifon  in  it. 

A  few  repetitions  of  fuch  fuc- 
cefs,  would  have  rendered  the 
Americans  fo  daring  and  ad- 
venturous, that  the  advanced  polls 
on  the  royal  fide,  muft  have  been 
kept  in  a  conflant  ftate  of  alarm 
and  danger.  But  Fortune  was  not 
always  in  the  fame  humour  ;  nor 
could  they  often  find  officers  or 
men,  who  were  capable  of  atTtiri]^ 
with  fuch  vigour  and  fpirit,  as 
thofe  who  had  fucceed'cd  in  the 
ftorm  of  Stouey  Point.  On  ,QfV^ 
the  very  night  that  Briga-  =^  ;,, 
dier  Sterling  had  taken  pofTellioini^ 
of  that  pod,  an  enterprize  fuffipfji 
cncly  daring  in  the  defign,  and  ej^, 
tremeVy 
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tremelyvvell  conducted  in  theoutfet, 
but  which  failed  wretchedly  in  the 
execution,  was  undertaken  againft 
Paulus  Hook,  which  liesalmolt  op- 
pofite  to  the  city  of  New  York  on 
the  Jerfey  fide.  It  feems  that  the 
ftrength  of  the  port,  had  induced 
fuch  ;i  remHTncfs  on  the  fide  of  the 
garrifon,  that  the  enemy  com- 
pletely furprized  the  place  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  car- 
ried a  blockhoufe  and  two  redoubts 
almoft  without  any  refillance.  In 
that  critical  moment  of  exigency. 
Major  Sutherland,  the  coma.ander, 
threw  himfelf  hailily,  with  forty 
Heffian?,  into  another  redoubt, 
from  which  they  kept  fo  warm  and 
inceflant  a  fire,  that  the  Americans 
fcandaloufiy  deferted  their  new 
polls,  with  as  much  expedition, 
and  as  little  difficulty,  as  they  had 
been  attained  ;  thus,  by  a  retreat 
as  difgraceful,  as  the  attempt  had 
been  apparently  bold  and  well 
conduded,  they  abandoned  a  con- 
quelt  already  evidently  in  their 
hands,  without  having  had  cou- 
rage even  to  fpike  the  artillery, 
or  to  fet  fire  to  the  barracks.  The 
commandant  had  the  fortune  to 
redeem  his  charafter,  by  the  gal- 
lantry with  which  he  retrieved  the 
confequences  of  his  negligence. 

But  at  the  heel  of  thefe  tran fac- 
tions, intelligence  of  an  alarming 
nature  was  received  from  the  eaft- 
ward,  which  fuddenly  called  Sir 
George  Collier,  with  the  greater 
part  of  his  naval  force,  away  from 
New  York.  This  neceffity  origi- 
nated from  an  expedition  under- 
taken in  the  fummer  from  Ilalli- 
fax  by  Colonel  Macleane,  with  a 
view  of  eftablifhing  a  ftrong  polt 
on  the  river  Penobfcot',  in  the  ea- 
ftern  confines  of  New  England, 
where  that  colony  borders  on  Nova 


Scotia,  and  amidft  thofe  new  and 
weak  fettlements,  which  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  people  have  eftabliihed 
in  that  quarter  fince  the  laft  war, 
and  formed  into  a  county  under 
the  name  of  Lincoln.  The  force 
with  which  he  arrived  in  the  Pe- 
nobfcot about  the  middle  of  June, 
confilled  of  a  detachment  of  450 
rank  and  file  of  the  74th  regiment, 
and  200  of  the  82d  ;  which  were 
convoyed  by  three  floops  of  war. 
Here  Colonel  Macleane  began  to 
conftru(5l  a  fort,  in  a  fituation  per- 
lo£lly  well  chofen  for  annoying  the 
enemy. 

This  tranfaftion  occafioned  an 
unufual  alarm  at  Boflon,  and  the 
moll  vigorous  meafures  were  adop- 
ted by  that  government  to  prevent 
its  completion.  Orders  were  im- 
mediately given  for  an  expedition 
to  the  Penobfcot;  and  in  order  to 
fecure  armed  veficls  and  tranfports, 
as  well  as  failors,  an  embargo  of 
forty  days  was  laid  on  all  their 
fhipping.  As  a  further  encou- 
ragement, the  flate  gave  up  its 
fhare  in  all  prizes  that  were  taken 
to  the  captors.  A  very  confider- 
able  naval  armament,  (for  {o  new 
a  ftare)  under  the  conduct  of  Com- 
modore Saltonftall,  was  according- 
ly fitted  out  with  extraordinary  ex- 
pedition ;  and  a  body  of  troops 
embarked  under  the  condudl  of  a 
General  Lovel. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  works  of 
the  new  fort,  notwithftanding  that 
the  utmoll:  diligence  was  ufed 
in  their  confiruvftion,  were  yet  fo 
far  from  being  finiflied,  as  to  af- 
ford bat  very  imperf;dl  means  of 
defence,  againft  any  great  fuperi- 
ority  of  force.  Colonel  Macleane 
had,  however,  the  fortune  to  re- 
ceive intelligence  of  the  armament 
preparing  at  Bollon,    a  few  davs 

['*-V]  2  before 
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before  its  arrival  ;  upon  which, 
he  immediately  changed  his  plan 
of  operation  ;  and  inilead  of  pro- 
ceeding farther  in  the  confiruiSlion 
of  works,  which  there  could  be  no 
time  for  completing,  applied  him- 
felf  with  the  greateft  affiduity,  to 
the  putting  of  the  poft  in  the  beft 
prefent  Itate  of  defence,  which  its 
jituatioi),  and  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
notice,  could  admit.  In  this,  as 
in  every  thing  el fe,  he  received  the 
nioft  cordial  and  efficacious  fuppOrt 
and  afiiftance  from  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  three  royal  frigates  in 
the  river,  who  committed  them- 
felves  with  the  greatell  chearfnl- 
nefs  to  abide  the  fate  of  the  garri- 
fC)n. 

J  \  ,  At  length,   the  hnf- 

July   2cth.    .,        J  ^       )    1  n 
-^     •'       ■'        tile  and  areaaeu  neet, 

to  the  amount  of  37  fail,  appear- 
ed in  fight ;  and  foon  after,  their 
armed  veffels  beg:in  to  cannonade 
the  ffiips  of  wir,  and  a  battery  of 
four  twelve  pounders,  which  had 
been  thrown  upon  the  bank  of  the 
liver  for  their  protedion.  It  ap- 
pears, that  the  works  of  the  fort 
were  commenced  about  the  middle 
of  a  fmall  peninfula,  the  weftern 
point  of  which  run  prettv  deeply 
into  the  ri'/er  ;  and  the  whole,  fo 
tar  as  we  can  judge,  forming  a 
fort  of  hook,  wiihin  which  was 
includsd  a  little  bay  or  harbour, 
wherein  the  f.-igates  wereftationcd. 
The  commander  had  the  precau- 
tion to  intrench  the  iilhnms  or 
neck,  which  joined  the  peninfula 
to  the  continent,  by  which  he  was 
fccured  on  the  back.  The  weak 
fide  of  the  peninfula  lay  to  the  har- 
•'i)our,  the  entrance  to  which  was, 
«  as  we  have  feen,  defended  bv  tlie 
f'lgutes,  and  the  four  gun  battery  ; 
arid  ti'.'e  oppofice  fide,  feems  not  to 
h'iivt;  admitted  of  a  landing.    From 


this  fituatiorf,  the  only  feafiW^ 
means  the  enemy  poffifTed  for  ap- 
proaching the  fort,  was  by  eft'edl- 
ing  a  landing  on  the  weft  point ; 
and  even  there,  the  ground  was 
naturally  fo  flrong  and  difficult, 
as  to  afford  no  fmall  room  for  hope 
to  the  commander^  that  he  (houid 
be  able  to  protrart  their  operations 
for  fome  confiderable  time,  which 
was  the  great  objeft  he  had  in 
view,  as  holding  out  the  profpeit 
of  expefted  relief. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  fo 
well  returned,  that  their  Ihips 
found  it  neceffary  to  retire  ;  upon 
which  their  fteet  anchored  off  the 
weft  end  of  the  peninfula.  They 
renewed  the  attack  upon  the  (hip- 
ping on  the  following  day;  but 
being  again  repulfed  as  be- 
fore, they  feemed,  for  the  pre- 
fent, to  give  up  all  hope  of  fuc- 
cecding  on  that  fide.  They  made 
fevera!  attempts  to  land,- both  on 
the  firft  night,  and  after,  in  which 
they  were  aifo  conftantly  repulfed 
by  the  piquets,  who  were  advan- 
tageoufly  polled  on  the  point  for 
their  reception.  To  the  great  fur- 
prize,  however,  and  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  commander  and  garri- 
fon,  they  made  good  their  land- 
ing under  a  violent  cannonade,  on 
the  morning  of  the  28fh,  ard 
obliged  the  piquets  to  retire  to  the 
fort. 

The  attention  of  the  comman- 
der, his  officers  and  gafrifon,  were 
now  neccifarily  confined  to  the 
ftrengthening  and  defence  of  their 
works  ;  operations  in  whith  they 
were  equally  indefatigable  and  iuc- 
cefsful.  On  the  third  day  ^  . 
after  their  landing,  the  •> 
enemy  opened  a  battery  at  abotft 
750  yards  diftance  ;  and  in  a  few 
days  after,  another  fomewhat  nea- 
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rer ;  buc  although  the  cannonade 
from  both  was  very  brifk.  and  well 
fupported,  the  works  were  carried 
on  ill  the  fort  with  the  fame  Ipirit 
and  indulb  V  as  before.  Thus  the 
befieged  exhibited  the  lingular 
phicnomenon,  of  ricqulring  a  daily 
acceilion  of  internal  ilrength  and 
fccurity,  under  the  immediate  af- 
faults  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Ameri- 

•cans  having  erected  a  battery  0:1 

an  ifland    at   the  entrance  of  the 

harbour,   the  frigates  and  (hipping 

thought  it  necedary,    upon  a  con-^ 

fultaiion  between  the  land  and  na- 

„val  force,  to  retire   farther  within 

the  bay  or  creek  ;  and  having  alfo 

landed    guns    to  cover   their  own 

..battery,  the  commander  was  there- 

,jby  enabled  to  withdraw    the  four 

twelve  pounders  for  the  defence  of 

the  fort.      For  about  a  fortnight 

the  cannonade  was  fupported  with 

great   fpirit  on  both  fides ;  at  the 

end  of  which  time,  the  commander 

received   iiitellifrence  from    a  de- 

o 

ferter,  that  a  general  ftorm  was 
fixed  upon,  it  being  intended  to 
attack  the  fhips  and  the  fort  at  the 
fame  inRant,  Upon  this  informa- 
tion, he  immediately  threw  up  a 
fmall  work,  covered  with  light 
artillery,  at  about  150  yards  dif- 
tance,  in  the  front  of  the  fo"t ;  thus 
adding  a  further  fecurity  and  cover 
to  the  body  of  the  place, 

Whilll  the  commanders,  garri- 
fon,  and  feamen  v.erein  impatient 
expectation  of  the  attack,  and 
without  the  fmalleft  apprehenuon 
as  to  the  event,  an  unufual  quiet 
being    obferved    on    the    enemy's 

.  ,      iide,   very  early  in  the 

Aug.  JAth.  '  .      ■^    .     /  J       J 

°      ^        morning,    it    induced. 

a  clofer  infpeftion,  in  confequence 

of  v/hich  it  was  foon,  to  their  inex- 

preffibls  aftonifliment,   difgovered. 


that  the  rebels  had  totally  abando- 
ned their  camp  and  works  in  the 
night,  and  had  re-embarked  both 
their  forces  and  artillery.  Nor 
were  they  left  long  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  caufe  of  this  myfterious 
event  ;  for  while  they  were  endea- 
vouring to  profit  in  fome  degree  of 
the  ccnfufion  which  they  faw  ia 
the  enemy's  iiect.  Sir  George  Col- 
lier, with  his  fjuadro'.),  appeared 
full  to  their  view  in  th-t.-  river. 

Thit  commander  had  failed  from 
Sandy   Irlook,   in    the    Raifonable 
man  of  war,  on  the  3d  of  Auguft, 
and  arrived   in  the  Penobfcot,  ac- 
companied   by    the    Gieyhound, 
Blonde,    Virginia,     Camilla,   and 
Galatea  frigates.     The  Americans 
at  firll  feemed  to  make  fome  fhew 
of  intended  refilUnce,   by  drawing 
up  in   a  crefcent   acrofs  the  river, 
as  if  they  determined   to   difpute 
the  partage.       But  their  refolutibn 
foou  failed,    and  a  molt  ignomini- 
ous   flight  took  place.       Perhaps 
they  intended    no    more   by    that 
ihew  of  refiftance,    than  to  afford 
time    for   the   tranfports   to  make 
Jbme  way  up  the  river,  and  to  gain 
thereby  an  opportunity  of  landing 
the  troops.      However  that  was,  a 
general  chace,    and  unrefifted   de- 
llruft'on    took  place  ;    in   both  of 
which    the    three    floops    of    war, 
which  had  been  fo  long  cooped  up 
with  the  garrifon,  now  took  an  ea- 
ger   part.       The   fugitives    them- 
ielves,    finding  there  was  no  poffi- 
bility  of  efcape,  fliortened  the  bu- 
finefs,   by  fetcing  fire  to,  and  blow- 
ing up  their  own  veffcis.      No  de- 
ilruttioq  could   be  more  complete, 
for  nothing  efcaped.      One  frigate 
of   20   guns,    and   another  of  18, 
were,  however,   taken. 

Few  fingle  towns  have  ever  ex- 
perienced fuch  a  blow  to  their  ma- 
['A'j  3  x'vac. 
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Tine,  as  Eofton  now  fuffered.  The 
Warren,  a  fine  new  frigace,  of  32 
eighteen  and  twelve  pounders, 
with  five  others,  from  20  to  24 
guns,  one  of  16,  and  one  of  18, 
were  all  blown  up.  Six  armed 
brigs  or  floops,  from  14  to  16  guns 
each,  with,  one  of  12,  met  the 
fame  fate.  The  whole  number  of 
armed  vefTels  deftroyed  or  taken, 
including  two,  which  the  fquadron 
took  on  their  paflage,  amounting 
to  nineteen.  A  force,  little,  if  at 
all  inferior,  whether  with  refpeft 
to  {hips  or  guns,  to  the  navy  royal 
of  England,  f-^r  feveral  years  after 
the  acceffion  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Twenty-four  fail  of  tranfports 
were  likewife  deftroyed,  and  fome 
provifion  veffels  taken.  As  no- 
thing could  be  more  defpicable  than 
the  cond  u6l  of  Saltonftall,  fo  no  man 
could  be  more  execrated  than  he 
was  by  his  countrymen.   It  is  even 


faid,  that  the  indignation  and 
rage  of  the  land  forces  rofe  fo 
high  upon  the  common  difgracc 
which  they  were  obliged  to  fliare 
in,  that  they  could  not  refraiii 
from  coming  to  blows  with  the  fea- 
men,  in  the  courfe  of  their  fubfe- 
quent  return  by  land.  It  mull, 
however,  be  acknowledged,  that 
the  Americans  were  not  able  to 
cope  with  the  royal  fquadron,  in 
an  open  and  regular  fea  fight,  and 
that  the  fuperior  force  and  weight 
of  metal  of  the  Raifonable,  afford- 
ed fufficient  caufe  of  terror  to  fri- 
gates. But  the  pafies,  windings, 
and  Hiallows  of  the  river,  might 
have  ferved  much  to  lefien  that  fu- 
periority  ;  and  at  any  rate,  except- 
ing the  effufion  of  blood,  the  moft 
defperate  refiftance  could  not  have 
been  attended  with  more  fatal  con- 
fequences  than  their  ignominious 
flight. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        X. 

Admiral  Byron  takes  the  command  in  the  Wejl  Indies.  Endewvours  to 
dra-iv  M.  D^Ejiaing  to  an  engagement  -vjithout  effeB.  Mortality  at  St, 
Lucia.  Mr,  Byron  ccn-uoys  the  homenvard-bound  trade.  '  Lofs  of  the 
ijland  of  St,  Vincent'' s,  during  the  ahfence  of  the  feet.  French  f eft  r'^- 
iif creed  by  the  arri'val  of  M.  de  la  Mctte  ;  proceeds  to  the  reduclion  of 
the  Granades.  Lands  a  body  of  forces,  •T.vhich  in'vejl  the  Llofpital  Hill 
in  the  if  and  of  Granada.  Attack  the  -xvorks  by  night,  and  carry  them 
by  form.  Lord  Macartney  propofs  to  capitulate  ;  but  the  terms  offered" 
by  D'Ejtaing  being  deemed  inadmiflble,  furrcnders  the  fort  and  if  and  at 
difcretion.  Admiral  Byron  returns  to  St.  Lucia;  proceeds  '-with  ths 
feet  and  army  for  the  recovery  of  St.  Vinceyifs.  .  Recei'ves  iihelligencg 
at  fea  of  the  attack  upon  Granada,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  great  fu- 
periority  of  the  French  fleet,  changes  his  courfe  in  order  to  fuccour  that 
if  and.  Different  'vie-xvs  and  conduif  of  the  hofile  co7nmandcrs.  En- 
gagement. Extraordinary  aBs  of  gallantry .  Vice-admiral  Barrington 
•^'jjundcd.  French  perfe--vere  in  their  refolution  of  not  coming  to  a  clofe 
aiiion,  Vieivs  of  the  Britifi  commanders  totally  changed,  upon  difo- 
'vering  that  the  ifland  njoas  already  loji,  as  they  had  no  force  capable  of 
attempting  its  recovery,  "Tranflpcrts  and  di/abled  JJyips  fent  off  to  St. 
Chriftopher'' s  in  the  evening.  Follonved  next  day  by  the  fleet  ;  the 
enemy  having  returned  to  Gra7iada  in  the  night.  Prodigious  lofs  of  men 
on  the  French  fide  accounted  for.  Claim  a  viBory  ;  and  upon  nvhat 
ground,  M.  D'Efaing  direBs  his  operations  to  the  north-ivard.  Firft 
ohjeB,  the  reduBion  of  Georgia,  —  Second,  an  attack  upon  Netv  York, 
in  conjtmBion  nvith  General  Waffington.  Arrives  upon  the  coaf  of 
Carolina  ;  takes  the  Experiment  man  of  tvar,  and  fome  frigates. 
Anchors  off  'Tybee.  Lands  his  troops,  and  invefs  the  to-zvn  of  Sa- 
vannah. Summons  General  Prevoft.  Is  joined  by  General  Lincoln, 
and  Count  Polajki.  Attacks  the  Britijh  lines,  and  is  repuJfed  -ivith 
great  faughter.  French  retire  to  their  Jhips,  and  totally  abandon  the 
coafls  of  America. 

THE  arrival  of  Admiral  Byron  ter.       They   accordingly  omitted 

in     the   Weft    Indies,    juft  nothing  which  could,  draw  M.  D'- 

after    the    double    repulfe    which  Eftaing    to   an    engagement  ;   and 

D'Eftaing  had  met  with  at  Santa  repeatedly  infulted  him  in  the  har- 

Lucia,  and  the    furrender  of  that  hour  of  Port  P>.oyal,    with  a  view 

ifland     to     Admiral    Barrington,  of  provoking   him  to  quit  the  fe- 

threw  the  command  of    the   fleet  curity   afforded    by    that    faftnefs. 

into   the  hands  of  the   former  of  Their  endeavours  were,  however, 

thefe  gentlemen,  at  the  fame  time  fruitlefs ;     and    that    commander 

that  the  jundlion  of  the  fquadrons  fhewed  a  degree  of  phlegm,  and  a 

enabled    them   to  afTume  a  fuperi-  government  of  his  teniper,  which 

ority  over  the  French  in  that  quar-  could  fcarcely  have  been  expeiFted 

[*A']  4  from 
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from  his  general  charafter,  confi- 
dering  that  there  was  little,  if  any, 
difpai'uy  of  force.  But  the  Bri- 
tifti  naval  fame  w.'3s  ftill  ftrong  in 
naen:.ory  ;  and  ihe  event  of  (he  at- 
tempt upon  Adn:irul  Barririgton, 
ferved  lo  imprefs  u  with  yet  greater 
force.  1  he  expeftation  he  was  in 
of  daily  reinforcement,  however, 
juftified  his  conduit. 

In  ihe  mean  time,  the  ncxious  cli- 
mate and«>ir  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Lu- 
cia ipread  and  continued  a  dreadful 
mortality  among  the  BriiiOi  troops ; 
and  every  day  ftrved  to  render  the 
]oh  of  Dominique  the  more  fen- 
fibly  felt.  This  calamity  was  the 
inore  grievous,  as  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  fupply  the 
place  oi  tiie  brave  corps  wnofervtd 
in  that  ifland  j  who,  with  refped 
to  diicipliiie,  fpirit,  and  i-dual 
fervicc,  cnuld  fcarcely  have  been 
jnatched  by  any  equal  number  of 
tioops  in  the  univerfe.  But  it  was 
not  the  firft  inftance,  in  which  the 
rigours  and  noxious  vapours  of  a 
fouthern  climate,  had  tinidied  the 
career  of  ihofe  unconquerable 
troops,  who  had  been  formed  in 
the  wars  of  Northern  America. 

At  length,  reinforcements  ar- 
rived on  bol-h  fides  J  Admiral 
Rowley  having  joined  the  Biif.lh 
fquadron,  with  feveral  iliips  of  war 
from  Europe  ;  nbout  the  fan.e 
time,  that  M.  de  GraiTe,  not- 
withftariding  the  watchfulnefs  of 
the  oppofue  commandeis,  arrived 
fafe,  with  a  large  convoy,  and  a 
coniiderable  force,  at  rvJartii)iqbe, 
Although  thcfe reinforcements  pro- 
duced no  great  difference  in  the 
comparative  llrength  of  the  hoUile 
fleets,  which  were  ftill  pretty 
equally  balanced  in  that  refpci't, 
ystrching  ~nld  induce D'E-taing 
to  hazard  ^  general  engagement, 


Indeed  he  adhered  fo  pertinacioufly 
to  this  condu61,  that  wnen  u'^on 
different  occafions  of  feparation 
in  thi  Britif,-.  fouadrons,  or  other 
circumftaiices  which  feemesl  to  oiler 
advantage,  he  fom'»times  ventured 
to  fail  out  of  Port  Royal  ;  yet,  he 
more  than  once,  under  circum- 
ftances  of  apparent  difgrace,  re- 
treated again  into  that  harbour, 
from  the  eager  puifuit  and  infult 
of  an  enemy,  who  was  not  at  all 
fuperior  to  him  either  in  force  or 
in  number. 

An  occafion,  however,  at  length 
offered,  which  fully  demonftrated 
the  propriety  and  judgment  of  his 
conduct,  and  amply  rewarded  the 
perfeverance  with  which  he  adhe- 
red to  his  fyftem.  The  trade 
from  the  Weil  India  Iflands  to 
England,  having  aflembled  at  St, 
Chriftopher's  towards  the  middle 
of  June,  the  veiy  grt-at  importance 
and  value  of  that  numerous  fleet  of 
merchantmen,  made  Admiral  Bv- 
ron  think  it  neceffary  to  convoy 
them  with  his  whole  fquadron,  for 
fome  confiderable  part  of  the  way. 
Indeed,  no  feparation  of  it  could 
have  been  veuured  upon  with  any 
degree  of  fafety.  For  we  had  no 
port  in  thofe  illands  of  fufncient 
llrengih,  to  have  afforded  protec- 
tion to  the  remaining  divifion  of 
the  fleet,  againtt  the  great  fuperi- 
ority  of  land,  as  well  as  of  naval 
force,  which  D'Edaing  had  in  his 
hands.  And  on  the  other  hand, 
the  French  comrr.ander  would  have 
had  it  in  option  to  purfue  the  con- 
vov,  and  if  he  even  failed  of  over- 
taking it,  he  could  fcarcely  mifs 
of  intercepting  the  fquadron  on  its 
return,  which  had  been  fentforils 
protedion.  The  meafure  of  afford-, 
ing  a  rtrong  protettion  to  the  trade, 
was  the  mpre  indifpenfiblcj  as  it 

wa.s 
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was  known,  that  M.  de  la  Motte 
Piquer  was  then  or.  hii  way  from 
Fraucs  with  a  Itrong  reinforcement 
to  D'Eilain*  ;  and  aO  commoner 
Ofd iiirry  convoy  would  have  been 
fuiicieot  for  r^ie  protection  of  ihe 
trads,  in  ccA'i  of  its  falling  in  with 
his  iijuadron. 

No  wifdorii  in  the  defign,  nor 
judgment  in  the  execution,  can  at 
all   times  prevent    mcafures    from 
proving   unfortunate;  as  the  pre- 
ient  did  in  a  high  degree.     The 
iiril  confequence  of  the  departure 
of  the  fl.'eet  was  the  lofs  of  the  va- 
luable ifland   of  St.  Vincent's;    a 
lofs   which    would  have  been  ftiil 
more  thought  of,,  if  it  had  not  been 
fpeedily    followed    by    a   greater. 
The   circa mftances   attending  the 
lofs  of  that  ifland  w;'re  rather  ex- 
"  traordinary,  and  iiave  not  yet  been 
e.vp'.aiiied    la   any    manner    which 
rould  afford  fatisfadtion  to  the  pub- 
lic.    A   lundful  of  French 'from 
Martinique,  under  the  command 
only  of  a  naval   lieutenant,   elli- 
mated  by  one  account  at  300,  and 
by  the  governor's  own  at  450  men, 
not  above  half  of  which  were  re- 
gulars, ventured   to  land  upon   a 
holtil';  ifland,  garrifoued  by  feven 
companies  of  regular  troops,  under 
the    conduift    of    a    lieutenant-co- 
lonel, the  garrifon  alfo  exceeding 
the  invaders   in  number,  and  the 
ifland  inhabited  iikewife  by  a  pec- 
pie,  who    had    always    fhewn    the 
utmoft  fiercenefs  and  eagernefs  for 
war,     when    it    was    accompanied 
wiih  the  hope  of  plundering  the 
unfortunate  Caribbs  of  their  lands ; 
and    yet    this    ifland,     fo   circuni- 
ilaiiced  as  to  garrifon  and  inhabi- 
tants,   was    delivered    up    to    the 
enemy,    without   the    filing    of  a 
fingle  {hot  on  either  fide. 

The  capitulation  was  figned  only 


by  Governor  Morris,  and  the 
French  lieutenant  ;  nor  can  we 
help  thinking  it  fomewhat  Angular, 
thst  the  naii.e  of  no  other  officer, 
civil  or  military,  on  the  part  of  the 
iflar;d,  fliOuld  appear  to  it.  The 
conuitions  v/ere  fufRciently  favour- 
able to  the  inhabitants,  being  in 
general  drawn  upon  the  model  of 
thofe  at  Dominique.  The  natural 
efleft  of  that  oppreffion  and  inhu- 
manity, which  the  inordinate  co- 
vetcwfnefs  of  the  planters,  had  in- 
duced them  fome  years  ago  to  ex- 
ercife  upon  the  Caribbs,  and 
through  wliich  they  led  govern- 
ment inco  that  difgraceful  war  we 
have  feen  for  their  extermination, 
was  now  apparent ;  that  people 
having  immediately  joined  the 
French  upon  their  landing,  and  it 
may  well  be  fuppofed,  had  no 
fma.ll  Ihare  in  inducing  them  to 
unde'take  the  expedition.  The 
terror  with  which  the  inhabitants 
now  regarded  that  people,  is  alfo 
obvious,  from  the  fervency  with 
which  they  claim  the  French  pro- 
tedion  again  it  them  in  the  articles 
of  capitulation,  ft  is  not  impoili- 
ble  but  that  terror  contributed  to 
the  otherwife  unaccountable  fur- 
render  of  the  iflrind. 

D'Eftaing  had  the  fortune  of  be- 
ing joined  by  the  reinforcement 
under  M.  de  la  Motte,  with  a  fup- 
piy  of  troops,  and  of  what  was  at 
leall  equally  neceflary,  of  naval 
and  military  flores  and  provifion, 
during  the  abfence  of  the  Britifli 
fleet.  His  great  fuperiority  by  hmd 
and  fea,  now  neceilarily  called  him 
to  aftion,  and  the  ifland  of  Granada 
was  the  immediate  objeft  of  his 
enterprize.  He  arrived  ,  ,  . 
olF  that  ifland  with  a  J^'X  2<i' 
fleet  of  five  or  fix- and -twenty 
fliips  of  the  line,  with  ten  cr 
twelve 
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twelve  frigates,  and,  according  to 
their  own  report,  near  10,000  land 
forces,  including  the  marines,  on 
board.  The  whole  defence  of  the 
ifland  lay  in  about  i5ofoldiers  and 
artillery  men,  and  three  or  four 
hundred  armed  inhabitants  ;  and 
its  ftrength  ccnfifted  in  a  fortified 
or  entrenched  hill,  which  com- 
manded the  fort,  harbour,  and  ca- 
pital town  of  St.  George. 

The  French  landed  between  two 
and  three  thoufand  regular  forces, 
under  the  conduft  of  Count  Dillon, 
on  that  evening  ;  who  the  next  day 
inverted   the  hill,    and   made   the 
neceffarv  preparations  for  carrying 
it  by  (lorni  on  the  following  night. 
The  governor.    Lord   Macartney, 
made  every  poffible  preparation  for 
defence  ;    but  it    feems   probable, 
that    he    unfortunately    placed    a 
greater  reliance  on  the  natural  and 
artificial  ftrength  of  the  poll,  than 
an  experienced  military  comman- 
der would  have  done.   The  French 
fay  it  was  deemed  to  afford  fo  per- 
feft  a  fecurity,   that  it  was  ren- 
dered a  depofit  for  plate,  jewels, 
and  other  moll:  valuable  moveables. 
However  that  was,  or  whatever  the 
ftrength  of  the  poft,  the  defence 
was  extraordinary,  confidering  the 
nature  and  amount  of  the  force  by 
which   it  was   defended  ;    and  al- 
though D'Eftaing  headed  a  column 
of  the  French    troops    in    perfon, 
they  were  repulfed  in  the  firll  on- 
fet ;  but  the  fupcriority  of  number 
was   at  length   decifive,    and   they 
carried  the  lines  afcer'a  hard  con- 
flift,  which   lalhd   about  an   hour 
and  a  half.     The  French  are  faid 
to   have   had    300   men    killed   or 
wounded  in  this  alfault  ;   but  they 
do  not  acknowledge  any  fuch  num- 
ber in   their  own  public   account. 
Their  lofs  was,  however,  confidcr- 


able,  and  chiefly  arofe  from  a  well- 
directed  fire  from  fome  vefiels  in 
the  road,  which  galled  them  ex- 
ceedingly in  their  approach. 

The  cannon  which  they  had 
taken  on  the  tnp  of  the  hill,  being 
turned  at  break  of  day  againfl  the 
fort,  which  then  lay  at  their  dif- 
cretior, ,  the  p-overnor  v/as  under  a 
neceffity  of  propofing,  what  lie  had 
before  rejeded,  a  capitulation. 
D'Eftaing  treated  the  flag  with 
great  haughtinefs  ;  would  grant 
but  an  hour  and  a  half  for  framing 
the  propofals  ;  and  when  they  were 
prefentcd,  rejedled  them  in  the 
grofs,  and  in  the  mofi:  peremptory 
manner.  He,  however,  franr.ed 
fome  terms  himfelf,  with  which 
they  were  immediately  to  comply, 
without  the  fmalleft  deviation  on 
their  fide,  or  relaxafion  on  his. 
But  ihefe  were  of  fo  extraordinary 
a  nature,  that  the  governor  and 
principal  inhabitants  thought  it 
better  to  truil  to  the  law  and  cuf- 
toms  of  nations,  to  the  juilice  of 
one  court,  and  the  interpofition  of 
the  other,  by  furrendering  at  dif- 
cretion,  than  to  bind  thenifelves  to 
fuch  unexampled  conditions. 

Nothing  could  be  more  unfa- 
vourable to  D'Eilaing's  charafler, 
than  the  accounts  of  his  condudl 
in  his  new  acquifition,  \vhich  were 
fpread  about  at  that  time.  H;s 
continuance  in  the  ifland  of  Gra- 
nada has  been  reprefenSed  as  a 
conftant  fcene  of  feverity  and  op- 
preflion.  It  was  faid  that  his  fol- 
diers  were  indulged  in  the  moft 
unbridled  licence  ;  and  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  humanity  and 
tendernefs  fhewn  by  the  officers  and 
private  men  of  Dillon's  Irifh  regi- 
ment to  the  inhabitants,  their  con- 
dition would  have  been  too  deplot- 
"able  to  be  endured  ordeicribed. 

la 
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In  the  mean  time,  Admiral  By- 
ron had  returned  to  St.  Lucia, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  firfl  of  the 
month  ;  his  fleet  being  now  weak- 
ened by  the  convoy  which  he  had 
fent  with  the  trade  to  England. 
He  there  received  the  firfl:  intelli- 
gence of  the  lofs  of  St.  Vincent's  ; 
upon  which  intelligence  he  con- 
cluded with  General  Grant,  that 
they  fiiould  proceed  with  the  land 
and  naval  force  for  the  recovery  of 
that  ifland.  In  their  paffage  for 
that  ifland  they  received  the  un- 
welcome information,  that  D'Ef- 
taing  had  attacked  Granada;  their 
advices  were  very  imperfe6l  ;  did 
not  Hate  the  French  fleet  at  any 
thing  near  its  real  force,  and  re- 
prefented  Lord  Macartney  to  be  in 
a  condition  which  would  enable 
him  to  hold  out  for  feme  days. 
Nor  had  they  yet  received  any  in- 
telligence of  de  la  Motte's  jun6tion 
with  D'Eftaing.  They  accordingly 
changed  their  courfe  and  intention, 
and  proceeded  for  the  relief  of  the 
Granades, 

In  this  flate  of  ignorance,  with 
refpeft  to  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  circumilances  of  the  ifland, 
the  Britifli  commanders  arrived 
within  fight  of  the  French  fleet, 
at  the  break  of  day,  on  the  6th  of 
July.  Their  force  confiiled  in  21 
ihips  of  the  line,  and  a  fingle  fri- 
gate ;  and  they  were  accompanied, 
and;  as  things  fell  out  exceedingly 
incumbered,  by  a  fomewhat  greater 
number  of  tranfports  which  con- 
veyed the  troops.  The  enemy  had 
been  at  anchor  off  the  harbour  of 
St.  George's  ;  but  having  received 
previous  information  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Britifli  fleet,  they 
were  then  moftly  getting  under 
way,  and  thofe  which  had  not  al- 
ready  hoifted  their  anchors,    im- 
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mediately  flipped  their  cables,  and 
kept  ftretching  out  to  fea.  As  the 
objects  of  the  hoitile  commanders 
v/ere  totally  different,  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  explain  them,  for  the 
better  comprehending  the  nature 
of  the  enfuing  engagement.  The 
Britifli  admirals  wanted  to  brinjr 
the  enemy  to  the  clofell  aftion  that 
was  poflible;  not  only  as  a  mode 
of  fighting  which  at  all  times  af- 
forded the  greatefl  advantage  to 
their  fide ;  but  as  afix)rding  the 
means,  befides  the  relief  of  the 
ifland,  (which  they  made  no  doubt 
of)  of  obtaining  that  deciflve  fu- 
periority  in  thofe  feas  which  they 
wilhed  to  eftabiilh.  On  the  other 
hand,  M,  D'Eilaing  fought  for  no 
other  profit  or  advantage  than  the 
prefcrvation  of  his  new  acquifi- 
tion  ;  that  was  to  him  a  fufiicient 
viftory  ;  he  was  in  no  difpofition 
to  feek  honour  at  the  hazard  of 
that,  in  the  doubtful  ilTue  of  a 
bloody  and  defprrate  conflid  with 
a  Britifli  fleer,  if  it  could  poflibly 
be  avoided;  but  he  would,  not- 
withftanding,  rifque  all  things, 
fooner  than  give  up  what  he  had 
got. 

Such  motives  operating  on  both 
fides,  and  the  French  fliips  being 
cleaner,  and  confequently  failing 
much  better  than  the  Englifli, 
which  threw  the  choice  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  mode  of  fight  in  a 
great  degree  into  their  hands,  the 
aftion  was  neceflarjly  partial,  and 
could  not,  without  fome  change  of 
circumitances,  have  become  ge- 
neral. For  the  few  Britifli  fliips 
which  could  firll  reach  (or  in  fea 
language  fetch)  the  enemy,  were 
expofed  to  the  encounter  of  a  pro- 
digious fuperiority  of  force,  and 
confequently  fuftained  great  da- 
mage, before  they  could  be  fup- 
ported 
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ported  even  by  their  neareft  fel- 
lows ;  and  thefe  were  again,  in 
their  turn,  to  experience  the  fame 
difadvantage ;  while  leveral  fhips 
of  the  rear  divifion,  were  never 
ab]e  to  come  at  all  into  aftion  ; 
and  a  ftill  greater  number  of  the 
fleet  in  general,  could  not  obtain 
that  fhare  in  it  which  they  wifned. 

The  firft  lignal  made  by  the  ad- 
miral, on  feeing  the  difpofition, 
and  difcovering  the  intention  of 
the  enemy,  was  that  for  a  general 
chace  ;  and  the  fecond,  (he  being 
yet  ignorant,  or  rather  mifinform- 
ed,  as  to  their  ftrength)  was,  for 
the  ihips  to  engage,  and  to  form 
as  they  could  get  up ;  and  even 
when  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy 
was  difcovered,  the  fignal  for 
chace  was  ftill  continued,  with  the 
addition  of  that  for  a  clofe  en- 
gagement. About  half  palt  feven 
the  aftion  was  commenced,  by 
Admiral  Barrington,  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  with  the  Captains  Saw- 
yer and  Gardner,  in  the  Boyne 
and  Sultan,  having  clofed  with 
the  van  of  the  enemy.  That  dif- 
tinguifiied  commander,  with  his 
brave  colleagues,  made  and  fup- 
ported  the  attack  with  a  fpirit 
and  refolution,  which  would  have 
flaniped  the  higheil  honour,  where 
there  had  been  none  acknowledged 
before.  But  being  obliged  to  en- 
dure the  whole  weight  ot  fire  from 
that  divifion  of  the  enemy,  for  a 
tonfiderable  fpace  of  time  before 
they  could  be  fupported,  they  fuf- 
fered  accordingly  ;  and  befides  the 
damage  to  the  ihips,  and  lofs  of 
men,  the  vice-admiral  was  hiojfelf 
wounded. 

The  fuperiority  which  the  French 
fhips  poflefled  in  point  of  failing, 
ftill  enabled  them  to  elude  every 
eftcrt  which  was  made  by  the  Bri- 
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tilh  commanders,  to  bring  on  « 
cJofe  and  a  decifive  engagement. 
The  former,  indeed,  fomeiimes 
happened  in  partic-lar  inllances; 
but  it  was  onlv,  when  the  evolu- 
tions on  both  fides,  and  the  ea- 
gernefs  on  one,  threw  a  few  of  the 
Briiifii  fhips  into  a  fituation,  which 
obliged  them  to  endure  a  confliil, 
with  a  much  greater  number  of 
the  enemy.  1  hus,  the  Grafton^ 
Collingwood;  the  Cornwall,  Ed- 
wards; and  the  Lion,  Cornwallis, 
fullained  ths  whole  fire  of  the 
French  fleer,  as  it  pafFed  them 
fucceffively  on  a  tack  ;  and  Cap- 
tain Fanfhawe,  of  the  Monmouth, 
having  gallautiy  attempted,  fmgly, 
to  arrefi  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy's 
van,  hoping  thereby  to  bring  on 
a  general  adlicn  ;  it  will  noc  be 
wondered  at,  that  as  his  defign 
failed,  his  Ihip  fliould  be  little 
better  than  a  wreck.  The  Suf- 
folk, Rear- Admiral  Rowley,  (who 
had  been  left  originally  for  the 
protedion  of  the  tranrporis)  with 
the  Fame,  Butchart,  had  likewife 
fulfered  confiderably  in  fimilar  fi- 
tuaticns. 

The  peculiar  circumllances  and 
fitUHtions  of  the  fleets,  including 
perhaps  their  diftance,  together 
with  the  oppofite  views  of  the 
commanders,  brought  on  a  cefTa- 
tion  of  aclion  about  twelve  o'clock ; 
and  although  it  was  renewed  at 
two,  and  at  other  times,  in  fome 
degree,  during  the  evening,  yet 
nothing  eflenual  was  done  on  ei- 
ther fide.  The  objed  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  commanders  was  now  totally 
changed,  from  what  it  had  been  at 
the  commencement  of  the  engage- 
ment. Some  of  the  fliipi  had 
pufhed  their  way  boldly  during 
the  beat  of  the  action,  to  the  very 
.  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Sr. 
George 'i, 
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George's,  thinking  thereby  to  ad- 
minifter  courage  at  lead,  if  not 
fuccOur,  to  their  fuppofed  friends 
in  the  garrifon  ;  bur,  to  their  u:- 
moft  aftonifninent,  they  not  only 
beheld  French  colours  on  the  fort, 
but  were  fired  at  By  the  batteries. 
Their  main  objeft,  in  the  relief 
of  the  ifland,  was  therefore  no 
more.  The  ifland  was  already 
loft!  and  their  total  inferiority  cf 
force  by  fea  and  land,  rendered 
them  utterly  incapable  of  attempt- 
ing its  recovery.  They  had  been 
equally  difappoinied  with  refpeft 
to  the  force  of  the  French  fleet,  as 
to  the  fituation  of  the  ifiand.  The 
care  of  the  tranfports,  had  been  a 
conftant  clog  upon  them  during 
the  aftion ;  and  their  prote(^ion 
now,  along  with  that  of  the  di  fabled 
ftiips,  were  the  great  and  only  ob- 
jects of  confideracion. 

Three  of  thedifabled  fhips  were 
a  great  way  a-ftern  ;  and  one  of 
them,  the  Lion,  had  fuiFered  fo 
extremely,  that  being  incapable  of 
attempting  to  rejoin  the  fleet,  fl:ie 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  fingly, 
in  the  beft  manner  Ihe  could,  be- 
fore the  wind  ;  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  arrive  fome  time  after 
in  Jamaica,  although  in  point  of 
condition  little  better  than  a  wreck. 
It  feemed  in  the  power  of  the 
French  to  have  cut  off  the  two 
other    difabled    fhips  ;     but    they 

'"Would  not  hazard  the  attempt,  as 

'it  would  have  been  the  means  of 
bringing  on  a  clofe  and  decifive 
aftion.   Indeed  nothing  could  more 

■dearly  (hew  D'Eftaing's  inflexible 
'determination  on  that  point,  which 

'-can  only  account  for  his  condudt, 
than,  that  with  fuch  a  fuperioricy 
in  his  line  of  battle,  and  fuch  a 
number  of  large  and  Itout  fric^ates, 

'■' Jbc  neither  attempied  to  cut  off  the 


tranfports,  or  the  two  difabled 
fhips  ;  nor  would  even  ventuie  to 
detach  a  fingle  fliip  in  purfuit  of 
the  Lion. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  the  Bri- 
tifli  admiral  fent  inftrudions  in  the 
evening  to  the  Monmouth,  (which 
was  in  much  about  the  fame  con- 
dition with  the  Lion),  as  he  like- 
wife  did  to  the  tranfports,  to  make 
the  bell  of  their  way  to  Antigua 
or  St.  Chriftopher's.  His  line 
being  now  reduced  to  nineteen 
fiiips,  of  which  feveral  were  great- 
ly difabled,  was  drawn  up  at  the 
clofe  of  the  evening,  at  about  three 
miles  diftance  from  the  enemy  ;  ia 
full  expedation  of  being  attacked 
in  the  morning,  as  he  did  not 
think  it  poffible,  that  with  fo  great 
a  fuperiority,  the  French  com- 
mander would  fuffer  the  tranfports 
to  be  carried  off  without  purfuit 
or  molellation.  M.  D'Eftaing 
evidently  held  a  different  opinion, 
and  returned  with  his  fleet  to 
Granada  during  the  night. 

The  Generals  Giant  and  Mea- 
dowes,  were  fpcdators  of  an  ac- 
tion in  which  they  could  not  par- 
take, and  felt  the  higheft  .military 
rapture,  at  the  many  extraordinary 
exertions  of  gallantry  which  they 
favv  exhibited  by  their  naval 
friends;  and  being  ignorant  of  the 
fuperiority  with,  which  they  were 
contending,  had  raifed  their  ex- 
pectations to  the  full  confidence  of 
becoming  fliarers  in  a  triumph  and 
confequences  which  could  not  take 
place.  It  was  odd  enough,  that 
the  two  wrecks,  the  Monmouth 
and  the  Lion,  fhould  fall  in  with 
each  other  at  fea  ;  and  that  being 
mutually  disfigured,  Capt.  Corn- 
walhs,  at  leait,  miilook  the  oppo- 
fice  for  an  enemy,  and  was  accord- 
ingly bringing  up  his   torn  veffel 

with 
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with  the  greateft  eagernefs,  to  the 
encounter  of  the  o  her,  which  was 
not  in  quite  fo  bad  condition. 

The  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britifh 
fleet,  amounted  to  183  killed,  and 
^46  woui.ded,  of  whom  there  were 
four  officers  in  each  lill.  This  was 
fufficiently  moderate  ;  but  the  other 
circumftances  of  the  aftion  were 
exceedingly  grievous ;  for  the  great 
damage  iullained  by  the  fhip?, 
particularly  in  their  mafts  and  rig- 
ging, (and  for  which  the  dillant 
Jire  of  the  enemy  was  fo  peculiarly 
calculated)  was  a  misfortune  diffi- 
cultly remedied  in  that  quarter, 
and  which  muft  have  been  any 
where  attended  with  a  confiderable 
lofs  of  time.  This  afforded  fo 
prodigious  a  fuperiority  of  force 
to  the  French,  that  while  that  con- 
tinued, it  was  impoffible  any  longer 
to  difpute  the  empire  of  the  fea 
with  them  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
Such  a  ftate  of  things,  could  not 
but  fpread  a  great  and  general 
panic  through  all  the  Britifh 
Iflands ;  and  although  D'ElUign 
did  not  follow  up  his  new  conquell 
by  any  farther  attempts ;  yet  upon 
learning  the  weak  ftate  of  his 
enemy,  he  did  not  negledl  to  re- 
turn the  former  vifits  he  had  re- 
ceived at  Martinico,  by  parading 
for  a  day  with  his  whole  force  in 
iight  of  St.  Chrillopher's,  as  if  it 
were  to  challenge  him  to  adiion. 

All  accounts  concur  in  defcrib- 
ing  the  French  lofs  of  men  in  this 
artion  to  be  prodigious.  The 
loweft  ellimate  we  have  feen,  ftates 
it  at  2700,  of  which  the  flaln 
amount  to  1200;  but  other  ac- 
counts go  higher  conliJerably  than 
three  thoufand.  So  great  a  num- 
ber of  land  forces,  being  crowded 
on  hoard  ftiips,  which  are  always 
rated  at:  a  high  complement  with 
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refpect  to  their  crews,  will  in  feme 
degree  account  for  fo  great  a  lofs  ; 
to  which  may  be  added,  that  this 
engagement  confifted  in  a  great 
mealure  on  one  fide,  of  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  fierce  and  defperate  afTaults, 
which  made  a  dreadful  impreffion 
in  thofe  particular  points  to  which 
they  were  direded.  The  French 
account  publilhed  by  authority, 
gives  no  farther  fpecification  of  the 
lofs,  than  what  relates  to  the 
officers,  which  could  not  be  con- 
cealed. The  niimber  of  officers, 
which  we  find  by  thefe  lifts,  to 
have  been  killed  or  wounded,  was 
confiderable,  both  in  the  naval  and 
the  land  departments.  Of  the 
former,  three  commanders  of  fhips 
were  killed  ;  and  it  feems  angular, 
that  the  captain  and  five  lieute- 
nants  feil  in  one  fliip. 

The  French  claimed  a  viftory, 
on  the  ground,  that  they  gained 
their  objed,  in  the  prefervation  of 
their  acquifition,  while  the  Englifti 
loft  theirs,  in  being  obliged  to 
relinquifli  thelflsnd.  The  French 
King's  letter  to  the  Archbifliop  of 
Paris,  for  a  thankfglving,  on  this 
occafion,  has  been  publiftied. 

The  alarm  excited  in  the  Britiftl 
Weft  India  Iflands  by  the  fuperio- 
rity of  the  enemy  was  not  long  li- 
ved ;  for  D'Eftaing's  operations 
were  deftined  to  another  quarter ; 
nor  could  he  probably  have  at- 
chieved  any  thing  farther  there  if 
it  had  been  otherwise.  The  foot- 
ing which  the  Britifh  forces  had 
gained  in  Georgia  and  South  Ca- 
rolina, was  highly  diftrefTing  in  its 
prefent  effedl,  and  ftill  more  alarm- 
ing with  refpeft  to  its  probable 
confequences,  to  the  Americans. 
The  fcene  of  adlion  was  fb  remote 
from  the  center  of  force,  and  the 
feat  of  ceuncil,   that  the  war  there 

was 
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was  in  a  great  degree  beyond  their 
reach ;  and  the  Britiflti  marine 
force,  afforded  fuch  decinve  advan- 
tages to  the  operauons  of  their 
troops,  in  countries  every  where 
bordered  by  the  fea,  and  checquer- 
ed  by  inland  navigations,  as  could 
fcarcely  be  counteradted  with  effedt, 
by  any  moderate  fuperiority  at 
land. 

Anr,erica  had  as  yet  received  no 
very  eflential  fcrvice,  with  refpedt 
to  the  diretSl  operations  of  the  war, 
from  any  co-operation  of  the 
French  arms.  The  attempt  on 
Rhode  Iftand,  in  corjuri<5lion  with 
D'Eftaing,  was  produtftive  of  ex- 
pence,  danger,  and  lofs,  without 
the  fmallefi:  benefit.  Nor  did  the 
conduct  of  that  commander  afford 
much  more  of  fatisfaflion,  than 
the  expedition  itfelf  did  of  advan- 
tage. On  the  other  hand,  the 
mifchief  and  danger  to  the  fouth- 
ern  provinces,  had  taken  place 
during  the  height  of  the  connec- 
tion ;  and  was  perhaps  fcarcely 
com  pen  fated  for  by  the  recovery  of 
Philadelphia  ;  even  throwing  that 
event  icto  the  fcale,  as  an  iadireft 
confequence  of  the  French  alliance; 
and  fuppofing  that  the  Britifh 
forces  would  not  otherwife  have 
abandoned  that  capital,  ft  could 
not  befides  but  be  very  galling  to 
the  Americans,  that  the  protection, 
equipment,  and  fupply,  afforded 
to  the  French  fleet  at  BoRon,  fhould 
produce  no  better  effed,  than  that 
immediate  deferiion  of  their  coalls, 
which  expofed  them  to  the  fouthera 
invafion.  Upon  the  v-hole,  their 
new  alliance  had  not  as  yet  pro- 
duced thofe  high  advantages, 
which  were  undoubtedly  held  out 
in  the  warmth  of  fpeculation  ;  nor 
even  that  proportion  of  them, 
which  might  have  been  reafonab!/ 


expeded,  as  well  from  a  confide- 
ration  of  the  motives  which  led  to 
the  conneftion,  as  of  the  general 
Hate  of  affairs,  and  the  means  and 
power  of  the  ally. 

Under  fome  of  thefe  confidcra- 
tions,  or  the  impreflion  of  all,  the 
French  court  determined  now  to 
afford  fome  effential  aid  to  their 
new  allies,  by  direfting  D'Eftaing's 
whole  force  to  their  affillanpe  ;  or 
probably  it  was  fL  part  of  the  ori- 
ginal plan  of  the  campaign,  that  as 
foon  as  he  had  acquired  that  effec- 
tive fuperiority  in  the  Well  Indies, 
which  they  were  refolved  to  endow 
him  with,  he  fiiould  proceed  to 
the  execution  of  the  latter  meafure. 
That  commander,  accordingly, 
having  firft  waited  to  fee  the  French 
homeward  bound  Weil:  India  trade 
clear  of  danger,  proceeded,  with 
about  22  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
fomething  lefs  than  half  the  num- 
ber of  large  and  heavy. metal  fri- 
gates, in  all  the  pride  of  a  con- 
queror, to  fwcep  the  coafts  of 
North  America.  His  firll  objeft, 
which  was  expeiSted  to  be  accom- 
pliihed  with  little  difficulty,  was 
the  dellrudtion  of  the  fmall  force 
under  General  Prevolt,  and  con- 
fequently  freeing  the  fouthern  co- 
lonies from  all  their  prefent  alarm 
and  danger.  The  fecond,  was  of 
greater  importance,  and  likely  to 
be  attended  v/ith  much  greater 
difficulty  and  danger;  and  that 
was,  a  defjgn  to  attack,  in  con- 
jundion  with  General  Wafhington, 
the  Britifh  force  at  New  York,  by 
fea  and  land  at  the  fame  time  ;  and 
thus,  by  the  redudion  of  that 
ifland  and  its  dependencies,  alont; 
with  the  conlequent  ruin  of  the 
cppofite  fleet  and  army,  to  bring 
the  war  on  that  continent  to  a 
final  conclufion. 

Throi'eh 
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Thro'jo^h  the  fudden  and  unex- 
pefted  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet  on  the  coafts  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georg  a,  the  Experiment 
man  of  war,  of  fifty  guns,  and 
three  royal  frigates,  being  totally 
nnapprehenfive  of  danger,  and 
upon  feparate  fervices,  had  the 
misfortune  of  falling  in  with  the>T,, 
and  thereby  adding  to  their  tri- 
umph and  number.  The  firlt,  un- 
der the  command  of  Sir  James 
■Wallace,  was  on  her  paffige  from 
New  York  to  the  Savannah  with 
fupplies :  and  although  fhe  had 
been  already  difmalltd  in  a  violent 
ilorm,  file  made  a  gallant  and  de- 
fperate  defence  againit  an  irrefift- 
able  fuperiority  of  force,  in  the 
view  of  the  boftjle  fleet. 

General  Prevoll  was  at  this 
time  at  the  town  of  SiVannah; 
but  the  better,  if  not  the  greater 
part  of  his  force,  was  fiill  on  the 
-iiland  of  Port  Royal,  in  South 
Carolina,  where  we  have  already 
feen  it  took  poft  after  the  retreat 
from  Charles  Town.  As  the 
enemy  v^ere  mailers  by  fea,  that 
corps  had  no  other  means  of  join- 
ing the  main  body,  but  by  the  nu- 
merous inland  navigations  which 
interfedl  that  country.  The  in- 
tercepting of  an  exprefs  by  the 
Americans,  who  conveyed  orders 
to  Colonel  Maitland  from  the  ge- 
neral, for  fpeedily  joining  him  with 
the  whole  effeftive  body  under  his 
Command,  delayed  the  meafure  fo 
long-,  that  the  enemy  had  time  to 
feize  the  principal  communica- 
tions before  it  could  take  efie»a. 
This  rendered  the  junftion  of  that 
corps  with  ihe  garrifon,  upon 
ivhich  only  any  hope  of  defend- 
ing the  Savannah  could  be  founded, 
a  matter  of  great  doubt,  diflkuhy, 
and  danger.     The  addi-els  of  Co- 


lonel   Maitland,    the   zeal    of  liU 
troops,  with  the  diftiniruillK-d  fer- 
vices of  Lieutenant  Cioinefbrougit: 
of  the  navy,   were  happily  fooR'd* 
fuperior  to  all  thefe  obl^acles. 

As  D'Eftciln*;  was  obliged  to 
communicate  v/ith  thf  government 
at  Chark5  Town,  relative  to  the 
moverptnts  of  General  Liricoln, 
vvho  was  to  aft  io  concert  v/ith 
hira  in  the  intended  redu«5lion  of 
Georgia,  this  probably  induced 
fome  delay  with  refpcft  to  his  own 
operations ;  fo  that  although  he  ar- 
rived on  th°  coall-aboot  the  firft  of 
September,  it  was  more  than  a 
week  after,  b.°fore  the  whole  fleer, 

amounting  to  above  40  <,„   •.  „,k 
r  •.  ;        1      /I-     '      oPpt.  qth. 

fail,    anchored   otr    the       '^     -*    -(j 

bar  of  Tybee,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Savannah.  For  the 
three  or  four  fuccceding  days,  the 
French  were  t^iken  up  in  palling 
their  troops,  in  fmaH  American 
veflels,  through  the  OiTabaw  in- 
let, and  landing  them  at  Beaulieui- 
about  13  miles  from  the  town  of 
Savannaii  ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
their  frigates  were  occupied  int 
taking  poffijinon  of  the  lower  rivefij 
and  of  the  different  inlets';  ap- 
proaching as  near  to  the  town  and 
lines,  as  the  circumftances  of  wa*- 
ter  or  of  defence  would  admit. 

On  flie  it;th  die  French,  with 
Polalki's  American  light  horfe,  ap" 
peared  I'o  near  the  Britifli  lines,  as 
to  fl-iirmiili  with  the  picquets;  and 
as  the  force  under  General  Prevoft^ 
did  not  admit  of  his  having  any 
other  objedt  in  view  than  the  mertf 
defence  of  the  town,  his  polls  were 
contracted  within  the  cover  of  tbt 
artillery  on  the  works.  On  the 
following  day,  M.  D'Eftaing  fent 
ia  a  haughty  ftmimons  to  the  ge^ 
neral,  to  furrender  the  place  ti> 
the  arms  of  his  moll  ChrilHaa 
Majefty. 
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Majefiy.  He  vaunted  in  high  lan- 
guage, that  he  commanded  the 
fame  troops,  a  detachment  of 
whom  had  recently  taken  the  Hof- 
pital  Hill  in  Granada  by  llorm  ; 
notwithftanding  that  its  natural 
and  artificial  ftrength  was  fo  great, 
that  it  was  deemed  impregnable 
by  its  defenders.  He  held  out 
the  circumftances  of  that  tranfac- 
tion  as  a  lefTon  of  caution,  to 
fhew  the  futility,  and  the  very 
great  danger,  with  the  force  which 
the  general  had  in  his  hands,  and 
fuch  works  as  he  had  to  defend, 
if  he  ventured  to  refift  the  ardour 
of  thofe  conquering  troops : — Lord 
Macartney  had  the  good  fortune 
to  efcape  the  firll  tranfports  of 
their  rage — He  could  not  himfelf 
relirain  their  pillage.  General 
Prevoft  was  therefore  warned,  in 
rather  commanding  terms,  that  he 
fhould  be  peribnally  refponfible, 
for  all  the  unhappy  or  f.ual  confe- 
quences,  which  might  be  the  re- 
fult  of  his  obftinacy,  in  venturing 
a  fruitlefs  refiftance  againll  a  force, 
with  which  he  was  totally  inca- 
pable of  contending. 

Colonel  Maitland's  divifion  had 
not  yet  joined  the  garrifon  ;  nor 
was  there  any  intelligence  of  their 
fituation,  nor  knowledge  of  their 
ability  to  perform  the  jundion.  In 
thefe  circumftances,  although  Ge- 
neral Prevoft  and  his  oflicers  were 
determined,  even  with  the  force  in 
their  hands,  to  defend  the  place 
to  the  utmoft  extremity,  yet  it  was 
thought  prudent  and  neceffary  to 
gain  all  the  time  that  was  pof- 
fible;  and  tl^is  the  more  efpecially, 
as  the  lines  were  ftill  in  a  very  im- 
perfeft  llate  of  defence,  and  theie 
had  not  been  time  to  convey  the 
;frtillery  from  the  faipping,  for 
the  protedion,  fuch  as  .ihey  were. 
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of  the  works.  The  commander 
had  the  addrefs  to  carry  this  poinr. 
Meffages  palfed  backwards  and 
forwards  j  and  at  length,  a  truce 
for  24  hours  was  agreed  upon,  to 
afford  .time  for  deliberation. 

During  this  interval,  the  for- 
tunate arrival  of  Colonel  Mait- 
land,  with  the  troops  from  Port 
Royal,  prefented  a  new  face  of  af- 
fairs, and  furnifhed  a  frelh  flock 
of  flrength  and  fpirits  to  the  de- 
fence. An  anfvver  was  accordingly 
returned,  that  they  were  unani- 
moufly  determined  to  defend  them- 
felves  to  the  laft  man.  Nothing 
could  prevent  the  failors  (who  had 
been  all  drawn  from  the  fhips  to 
conflruft  and  man  the  batteries) 
from  expreffing  their  ufual  ardour, 
by  giving  three  loud  cheers,  upon 
firing  the  fignal  gun  for  the  re- 
commencement of  hollilities. 

On  the  day  after  delivering  the 
fummons.  Count  D'Eftaing  was 
joined  by  General  Lincoln,  as  he 
had  been  before  by  Polafki.  The 
allies  took  feparate  but  adjoining 
camps ;  and  each  began  imme- 
diately to  carry  on  their  approaches 
as  in  a  regular  fiege.  Their  joint 
or  feparate  force  cannot  be  very 
exaftly  aicertained.  The  French 
are  faid  to  have  landed,  from  firfl; 
to  lail,  about  4800  regular  troops, 
befides  fome  hundreds  of  mulat- 
toes  and  free  negroes,  whom  they 
had  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies, 
Lincoln's  force  was  continually  in- 
creafing;  it  was  fuppofed  not  much, 
to  exceed  n;oo  men,  at  the  time 
of  his  junction  with  D'Eftaing; 
but  was  afterwards  eftimated  from 
3000,  to  3500  men. 

No  account  has  been  given  of 
the  number  of  the  garrifon;  but 
it  would  feem,  from  the  exceeding 
weaknefs  of  the  battalions,  and  an 

1*0}  exami- 
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examination  of  various  relative 
circumdances,  that  taking  in  all 
defcripcions  of  men,  provincial 
troops,  loyalifts,  under  whatever 
denomination,  and  failors,  that 
the  whole  could  not  exceed  3000 
men. 

The  fpirit,  vigour  of  exertion, 
and  perfeverance  in  toil,  which 
were  exhibited  in  carrying  on  the 
defenfive  works,  at  leaft  equalled, 
if  not  exceeded,  any  thing  of  the 
fort  we  have  read  or  heard  of. 
From  the  general  to  the  private 
centinel,  from  the  commanders  of 
the  ro)al  frigates  to  the  common 
feamen,  every  man  without  di(- 
tin(Fli:n  was  employed  in  the 
hardefl  labour,  and  chearfully  un- 
derwent his  fhare  of  the  toil.  At 
the  time  that  the  general  received 
the  French  fummons,  the  lines 
were  not  only  weak  and  imperfeft, 
but  were  not  protedled  by  above 
eight  or  ten  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
and  at  the  conclufion  of  the  fiege 
or  blockade,  the  works  (by  the 
aid  of  the  .liip  guns,  and  the  un- 
ceafing  exertion  ufed  in  landing 
and  bringing  them  forward)  were 
covered  with  a  numerous  artillery, 
amounting  to  near  100  pieces. 
Nor  was  the  labour  or  exertion 
greater  than  the  judgment  ufed  in 
their  direftion.  In  this  refpe£t. 
Captain  Moncrieffe,  the  engineer, 
equally  excited  the  admiration  of 
friends  and  of  enemies.  The 
Britifh  forces  indeed  owed  much 
to  his  (kill  and  ability;  and  were 
accordingly  unanimous  in  their 
acknowledgments  of  his  fervices; 
while  the  French  officers  declared, 
that  his  works  and  batteries  iprung 
up  every  night  upon  them  like 
chiunpigaonj.  He  gained  great 
honour,  and  merited  more  fub- 
fiaatial  rewards. 
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The  enemy  were  by  no  meairj' 
idle  in  their  endeavours  to  inter^ 
rupt  the  works  ;  but  their  efforts 
were  inefFeftual.  In  the  mean 
time,  they  fpared  no  induftry  in 
carrying  on  their  own  ;  and  in 
about  a  week  after  the  fum-  v' 

mons,  had  pufhed  a  fap  to  ^^  "* 
within  300  yards  of  the  abbatis, 
to  the  left  of  the  Britilh  center. 
Although  the  ftate  of  General 
Prevoft's  force,  rendered  him  ex- 
ceedingly fparing  of  his  men,  yet 
in  the  few  confliils  which  took 
place,  the  enemy  were  conflantly 
and  confiderably  lofers.  About 
midnight,  between  the  3d  and  the 
4th  of  Oftober,  the  enemy  began 
a  heavy  bombardment  ;  and  at 
day-light,  they  opened  a  vehe- 
ment cannonade,  with  37  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery,  and  nine  mor- 
tars, from  their  land  batteries, 
and  16  cannon  from  the  water. 
This  cannonade  was  continued, 
with  more  or  lefs  aftivity,  for 
five  days.  Its  effedt  fell  moftly 
upon  the  town ;  where,  befide* 
the  deftrudlion  of  houfes ;  women^' 
children  and  negroes  were  thtf 
only  fufferers.  All  others  were 
in  the  works;  and  thefe  contK 
nually  acquired  additional  ftrength/ 
inftead  of  fuftaining  any  efl"ential^ 
damage,  during  the  violence  oB 
this  cannonade.  of 

In  this  diftrefs  of  the  womea' 
and  children,  which  was  ftill  in^' 
creafed  by  the  throwing  in  of 
carcaffes,  which  fet  fome  houfei 
on  fire,  the  general  wrote  a  lettef 
to  D'Eftaing,  requiring  permifDonJf 
that  they  Ihould  be  fent  aboard 
fhips  down  the  river,  and  placed? 
under  the  proteftion  of  a  French> 
man  of  war,  in  which  flate  the^ 
were  to  continue  until  the  boHneit 
ihould  be  finally  decided.    At  th^ 
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fame  time  acquainting  him,  that 
his  own  wife  and  family*  Ihould  be 
among  the  firft  to  profit  of  the  in- 
dulgence. After  a  delay  of  three 
hours,  during  which  the  time  was 
filled  up  by  the  difcharge  of  can- 
non and  ihells,  the  requeft  was 
not  only  refufed,  but  the  refufal 
was  conveyed  in  unufual  and  in- 
fulting  language,  in  a  letter  figned 
both  by  Lincoln  and  D'Eftaing. 
The  attempts  made  afterwards  by 
the  French  officers,  to  charge  this 
harih  and  cruel  tefufal,  as  well  as 
the  mode  of  it,  to  the  brutality  of 
the  American  general,  are  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  exculpate 
D'Eftaing,  from  his  full  fhare  in 
the  traniaflion,  and  in  the  dif- 
grace  belonging  to  it ;  however  it 
may  ferve  to  (hew  their  con  fciouf- 
nefs  that  the  a£l  was  indefenfible. 

Whatever  D'Eftaing's  merits 
may  be  as  a  naval  commander,  he 
feems  to  have  committed  two  capi- 
tal errors  in  this  adventure  by  land. 
The  firft  was,  his  not  immediately 
attacking  the  Britifh  lines  in  their 
original  weaknefs,  and  before 
General  Prevoft  was  joined  by 
Colonel  Maitland.  The  reafons 
that  may  be  ufed  againlt  this  mea- 
furc  are  obvious,  and  may  be  an- 
fwered  with  little  difficulty. — The 
fccond  was,  that  as  he  did  loTe 
fo  much  time  in  carrying  on  re- 
regular  approaches  againft  field 
works,  he  (hould  have  ftill  con- 
tinued to  proceed  by  fap,  until 
he  had  fo  far  obviated  the  de- 
fences of  the  enemy,  that  his 
troops  might  enoage  them  upon 
fomething  approaching  to  equal 
terms  in  the  final  affault.  If  to 
this  it  be  oppofed,  that  his  fleet 
qf  heavy  capital  fhips  was  expofed 
to  great  rilque  and  danger,  by 
lying  fo  long  without  flielter,.  upon 
an  inhofpitable  coaft,  which  could 


not  afford  any,  and  in  a  moft  cri* 
tical  feafon  of  the  year ;  it  may 
well  be  anfwered,  that  this  very 
circumilance  afforded  the  Itrongeft 
motive  for  immediately  attacking 
his  enemy  ;  and  confequently  could 
afford  no  reafonable  caufe  for  de- 
laying that  attack,  whilft  the  de- 
fenfive  ftrength  on  the  other  fide 
was  daily  increafing. 

Whatever  motives  operated  uport, 
the  French  commander  in  the  firft 
inftaace,  it  feems  as  if  his  temper 
or  patience  failed  him,  in  waiting 
the  flow  refult  of  fap  in  the  fecond. 
It  is  poffible,  that  his  approaches 
had  already  coft  him  more  time 
than  he  expe£led  ;  that  the  refift- 
ance  was  alfo  much  greater  ;  that, 
as  his  batteries  produced  very  little 
effedl  upon  the  Bricifli  works,  he 
was  difappointed  in  that  refpedt 
likevvife  ;  and  that  he  finally 
placed  too  great  a  confidence  in 
the  fuperiority  of  his  force,  and 
the  goodnefs  of  his  troops. 

However  that  was,  after  a  very 
heavy  cannonade  and  bombard- 
ment for  feveral  hours,  the  allies 
attacked  the  Britilh  lines,  p,ri  y. 
with  their  uimod  force,  ^"'  9'"' 
and  with  great  fury,  a  little  before 
day-light.  The  firing  began  on 
the  left  of  the  Britifn  lines,  but 
foon  after  became  general.  As  ic 
was  flill  too  dark  to  perceive  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
uncertain  where  their  principal 
attacks  would  take  place,  no 
change  was  made  in  the  difpoiitioii 
of  the  Britifli  troops ;  but  each 
command  waited  coolly  in  its  poft, 
prepared  for,  and  cxpeding,  what- 
ever could  happen. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  on 
both  flanks  of  the  lines,  ws^s  fo 
favourable  to  the  approaches  of 
the  enemy,  that  the  d-efe^  could 
not  be   remedied  by   all  the  fkill 
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and  endeavours  of  the  engineer. 
Thus  an  attack  was  to  be  expedled, 
towards  either  or  both  of  the 
points.  A  fvvampy  hollow  way  on 
the  right,  might  bring  the  enemy 
under  cover  to  within  a  very  fmail 
dillance  of  f  une  of  the  principal 
works;  on  the  left,  the  approach 
was  not  fo  well  covered  ;  but  the 
ground  being  firm  and  clear, 
feetned  better  calculated  for  the 
operation  of  regular  troops,  or  at 
leaft  nnore  inviting  to  them,  than 
that  on  the  other  fide.  The  French 
being  likewife  encamped  on  that 
fide,  it  was  expeded  that  tliey 
would  direct  their  whole  force  to 
that  point ;  and  that  the  attaci:  on 
the  other,  if  really  undertaken, 
would  be  left  to  the  Americans. 

The  graad  attack  was,  however, 
direded  to  the  right,  whiih.er, 
D'Eftaing  in  perfon  led  the  flower 
of  both  armies,  and  was  accompa- 
nied by  all  the  principal  officers  of 
each.  They  advanced  in  three  co- 
lumns, under  cover  of  the  hollow 
we  have  mentioned  ;  but  it  feems, 
that  through  the  darknefs,  they 
.took  a  greater  circuit,  and  got 
deeper  in  the  bog,  than  thoy  need- 
ed or  intended  to  have  done ;  a 
circumftance,  which  befides  a  lo(s 
of  critical  time,  ctfuld  fcarcely  fail 
of  producing  fome  difarrangement 
or  diforder.  The  attack  was, 
however,  made  with  great  fpirit, 
and  fupported  with  an  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  obftinate  perfeve- 
rance.  A  redoubt  on  the  Ebene- 
zar  road,  was  the  fcene  of  much 
aftion,  lofs  and  gallantry.  It  was 
obftinately  defended  by  Captain 
Taws;  the  enemy  planted  two 
ftand  of  colours  on  it;  the  parapet 
-was  covered  with  their  dead  ;  at 
length  the  brave  captain  fell,  gal- 
lantly fighting  in    his   redoubt j 
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his  fword  being  plunged,  at  the 
inftant  of  death,  in  the  body  of 
the  third  enemy  whom  he  had 
flain  with  his  own  hand.  His 
place  was  inftantly  and  equally 
fupplied  by  Captain  Wickham  ; 
who,  with  better  fortune,  dif- 
played  afts  of  the  moft  fignal 
valour. 

While  the  conflift  was  ftill  du- 
bious and  bloody,  particularly  at 
that  redoubt,  the  fkiil'  and  defign 
which  operated  in  the  conftruftioa 
of  the  new  works,  were  difplayed 
with  great  advantage.  Three  bat- 
teries which  were  occupied  by  fea- 
mcn,  took  the  enemy  in  almoft 
every  direftion ;  and  made  fuch 
havock  in  their  ranks,  as  caufed 
fome  little  diforder,  or  at  leaft  oc- 
caiioned  a  paufe  in  their  violence. 
At  that  critical  moment  of  deci- 
fion,  a  body  of  grenadiers  and  ma- 
rines advanced  fuddenly  from  the 
lines,  and  charged  the  enemy  with 
fuch  rapidity  and  fury,  throwing 
themfelves  headlong  into  the  ditch- 
es and  works  amongft  them,  that 
in  an  inllant,  the  redoubt,  and  a 
battery  to  its  right,  were  totally 
cleared  of  them.  The  viftors  did 
not  purfue  their  advantage  with 
lefs  vigour  than  they  had  gained 
it.  The  enemy  were  broken,  rout- 
ed, and  driven  in  the  greatelt  dif- 
order and  confufion,  through  the 
abbatis  into  the  fvvanip.  The 
whole  was  performed  with  fuch  ra- 
pidity, that  three  companies  of 
the  moR  a£live  troops  in  thcaVmy^ 
who  were  ordered  to  fuftain  thp 
grenadiers,  could  not,  with  all 
their  celerity,  come  in  for  any 
fhare  of  the  honour. 

Although  it  was  tlien  day,  yet 

the  fog  and   the    fmoke    together 

caufed  fo  great  a  darknefs,    tha^t 

the  general  could  form  no  accurate 

j  udgmejjt* 


^HISTORY    OF    EUROiPE,      [213^ 


judgment,  either  as  to  the  condi- 
tion or  the  difpofitions  of  the 
enemy  ;  and  as  a  conilant  firing 
'was  dill  heard  in  difterent  parts  of 
the  lines,  thefe  circumltances,  all 
together,  prevented  his  venturing 
to  purfue  the  enemy,  in  their 
flight  and  confufion  acrofs  the 
morafs.  They  were,  hrtwever, 
every  where  repulfed  ;  but  as  that 
was  done  elfewhere.  wich  lefs  diifi- 
culty,  fo  their  lofs  was  proportion- 
any  imaller.  As  the  day  cleared, 
the  works  and  ditches  near  the 
Ebenezar  redoubt,  prefentcd  Aich 
a  fpedlacle  of  killed  and  wounded, 
as  feme  of  the  officers  and  foldiers 
faid,  had  only  been  equalled  at 
Bunker's  hill.  At  ten  o'clock,  the 
enemy  requefted  a  truce,  with 
leave  to  bury  the  dead,  and  carry 
off  the  wounded  ;  the  firft  was 
granted  ;  but  a  relhidion  laid,  in 
point  of  diftance  as  to  the  reft. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  was,  by  the  lowell 
calculations,  elli mated  from  a  thou- 
fand  to  twelve  hundred  men.  The 
French  acknowledged  4J.  officers, 
and  about  700  private  men,  on 
their  fide  only.  The  amount  of 
the  American  lofs  was  not  acknow- 
ledged. It  was  faid,  that  nothing 
but  mutual  reproach,  and  the  molt 
violent  animofity,  now  took  place 
between  the  new  allies.  Each  ac- 
cufed  the  other  with  bad  condu6l 
or  bad  performance,  and  being  the 
author  of  his  own  particular  lofs 
or  difgrace.  It  was  even  faid,  that 
the  troops  on  both  fides  were  with 
difficulty  retrained  from  proceed- 
ing to  extremities ;  and  that  the 
French  and  American  commanders 
and  principal  officers,  were  as  little 
fatisfied  with  each  other  as  the  pri- 
vate men.  It  was  likewife  fup- 
pofed,  that  a  ftrong  previous  jea- 


loufy  had  fubfifted  on  the  Ame- 
rican fide,  from  D'Eftaing's  fum- 
moning  the  place  to  fufrcnder  to 
the*  arms  of  the  French  King  only. 

However  thefe  things  might  be, 
nothing'was  thought  of  after  by 
either  party,  but  the!  means  of  get- 
ting away,  with  thd  greatell:  pofli- 
ble  fpeed  and  fafety.  But  it  was 
necefiary  to  mafk  this  purpofe,  by 
ftill  fupporting  the  appearance  of  a 
blockade.  The  removal  of  the 
French  heavy  artillery,  baggage, 
fick,  and  wounded,  was  particu- 
larly a  work  of  time,  labour,  and 
difhculty.  Great  civilities  row 
pafTed  between  the  French  camp 
and  the  Britifh  lines  ;  and  num- 
bcrlefs  apologies  were  offered,  for 
the  refufal  with  refpedl  to  the  wo- 
men and  children.  They  were 
now  prelTed  to  place  themfelves  in 
the  firuation  which  they  had  then 
requefted  ;  and  a  particular  Ihip 
of  war  and  commander  were  nam- 
ed, for  the  reception  of  Mrs.  Pre- 
voft,  her  children,  and  company. 
The  anfvver  was  blunt  and  fol- 
dierly  ;  that  what  had  been  once 
refufed,  and  that  in  terms  of  in- 
fult,  could  not  in  any  circumftance 
be  deemed  worth  the  acceptan.ce. 

The  celebrated  Polifti  Count  Po- 
laflci,  whofe  name  has  been  fo  often 
mentioned  in  the  American  war, 
was  mortally  wounded  in  this  ac- 
tion. M.  D'Eftaing  himfelf  was 
forely  v/ounded  in  two  places. 
Major-General  de  Fontange,  witk 
fome  other  French  officers  ofdi- 
ftinftion,  were  likewife  wounded. 
The  lofs  on  theBritifti  fide  was  in- 
conceiveably  fmall.  Too  much 
could  not  be  faid  in  praife  of 
every  order  of  men  who  compofed 
tiie  defence  of  the  Savannah.  The 
loyalifts  of  both  the  Carolinas 
were  diftinguifhcd  ;  nor  Ihould  it 

be 
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be  forgotten,  that  the  Captains  and 
failors  of  the  tranfports  took  their 
llation  in  the  batteries,  with  the 
fame  alacrity  as  their  brethren  in 
the  royal  fervice. 

In  fomething  more  than  a  week, 
Oa.  18th.  upon  the  clearing  up 
or  a  fog,  ic  was  dil- 
covered,  that  the  French  and 
Americans  had  abandoned  their 
camps  in  the  preceding  night. 
Some  purfuitwas  made,  but  it  was 
foon  found,  that  they  had  broken 
down  all  the  bridges  behind  them, 
and  purfued  their  refpeftive  routs 
with  the  greateft  celerity.  It  was 
computed,    that  the  French  did 


not  lofe  lefs  in  every  way,  than 
1500  men  on  this  adventure.  Theii* 
commander  found  his  fleet,  as  much 
cut  of  heart  and  condition,  and 
nearly  as  iickly  as  his  army.  He 
accordingly  totally  abandoned  the 
coaft  of  America,  about  the  ill  of 
November,  and  proceeded  with  the 
greater  part  of  his  fleet  diredly  to 
France  ;  the  reft  having  returned 
to  the  Weft-Indies.  Such  was  the 
beginning  and  ending  of  M.  D  Ef- 
taing's  American  campaign  ;  and 
fuch  the  iflTue,  of  the  great  defigns 
he  had  formed,  and  the  mighty 
hopes  he  had  conceived. 
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JANUARY. 

rt  ''■  j  "^HE  new  year  was  u/her- 
J[  ^'^  in  v,'ith  the  moft 
violent  gale  of  wind  that  has  been 
experienced  fince  the  remarkable 
One  that  happened  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  prefent  century.  It  is 
impoflible  for  us  to  fpare  room  to 
fenumerate  one-third  of  the  mif- 
chiefs  and  accidents  it  produced  : 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  danger 
was  univerfal  ;  and  that  every 
f»ublic  and  private  building  in  and 
near  the  metropolis,  as  well  as  the 
fhipping  in  the  river,  fuftained 
fome  damage  from  its  tempeftuous 
violence.  We  ftiall  add  the  fol- 
lowing accident,  as  a  proof  of  the 
truth  of  our  alTertion. 

A  ftack  of  chimnies  was  blown 
down  at  the  Queen's  palace,  which 
broke  through  the  roof  into  the 
apartments  of  three  of  the  young 
Princes.  Their  Majellies  got  up 
and  went  into  all  the  apartments, 
to  fee  if  any  of  the  children  or  fa- 
mily were  hurt,  but  no  difafter 
had  happened  to  them  ;  though  it 
was  next  to  a  miracle,  that  the 
three  Princes  abovementioned  were 
not  killed  in  their  beds. 

Advices  from  Oxford,  Cam- 
bridge, Norwich,  and  almoft  eve- 
ry city  and  town  of  the  kingdom 

Vol.  XXiL 


alfo  ihention  great  damages  to  have 
been  fuftained  in  public  arid  pri- 
vate property,  from  the  fame 
caufe. 

By  the  aboVe  gale  of  wind,  great 
damage  was  done  to  the  fhipping 
all  around  the  ifland.  The  York 
Eaft-Indiaman,  juft  arrived  froni 
Bengal,  was  run  afhore  in  Mar- 
gate Roads ;  and  from  Various  ac- 
counts received  from  the  fea-ports> 
it  is  computed  that  upwards  of 
360  veiiels  have  been  loft,  in  which 
a  confiderable  number  of  mariners 
have  periflled.  What  is  very  re- 
markable and  providential,  the 
fouthern  channel  felt  none  of  its 
fury,  fo  that  the  fleet  of  merchant^ 
men  and  convoy,  which  had  juft 
failed  from  St.  Helen's,  proceeded 
on  their  voyage  without  knowing 
that  fuch  a  ftorm  had  happened. 

ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  an  Officei^  btt 
board  the  Ruffel  Man  of  War, 
a'(a'/f</Spithead,  "Jan.  \.  contain- 
ing an  Account  of  the  running 
lioucn  of  the  London  Eajl- Indian 
man. 

*'  We  failed  from  hence  on  Sa- 
turday laft  the  26th  ult.  with  one 
of  the  fineft  fleets  ever  feen ;  but, 
alas !  we  met  with  our  ufual  ill- 
luck.  On  Monday  laft,  oft"  Ber- 
ry-Head, it  blowing  a  frefli  breeze, 
and   under   dofe-recfed   top-fails, 


'194     ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1779. 


the  wind  at  fouth-wefl,  being  near 
the   London   Eaft-Indiaman,    and 
finding  we  could  not  weather  her, 
Jlie  on  one  tack   and   we  on   the 
other,  we  bore  away,  during  which, 
fhe  clapped  her  helm  a- weather, 
and  we  ran.  njjjht  on  board,  which 
Hove  in  her  bow ;  in  half  an  hour 
Ihe  funk,  and  the  greater  part  of 
her  crew  perifhed  ;  out  of  i6o  only 
50  were  faved  !  it  was  a  moft  dif- 
mal  fcene  to  behold  the  men  {land- 
ing on    the  gunnel   as    fhe   went 
down.     What  rendered  the  fcene 
ftill  more  melancholy,  a  man   of 
war's  boat  with  feveral  hands,  who 
very  humanely,  at   the   rifque  of 
their   own  lives,    had   picked    up 
ten  or  eleven  of  the  London's  crew, 
and   were    endeavouring    to    fave 
more,  got  diredlly  over  the  place 
where  Ihe  went  down,  the  fuftion 
of  which  was  fo  great,  that  it  drew 
the    boat    under,    and    they    all 
perifhed.     More  of  the  crew  would 
have   been   faved,    but   that    ihcy 
were  kept  at  the  pumps  too  long, 
in  order,  if  poffible,   to  fave   the 
(hip.     Our  head  and  cut-water  are 
entirely  gone,  and  our   bowfprlt, 
I  believe,  is  fprung,  as  we  carried 
away  the  fore-maft  and  bovvfprit. 
We  faved  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
hands.     The    Refource    was    fent 
by  the  admiral  to  take  care  of  us, 
fearing   we   might    prove    leaky ; 
but,    thank    God,    we    are    not, 
though,  her  anchor  went  through 
our  bow." 

At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
at  Greenwich  -  hofpital,  which 
burnt  mofl:  furioufly.  At  ten 
o'clock  the  chapel  (the  moft  beau- 
tiful in  the  kingdom,)  the  dome 
on  the  fouth-eall  quarter  of  the 
building,  and  the  great  dining- 
Jfeall,  were  entirely  confumed.  The 
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refervoirs  at  the  top  of  the  build- 
ing were  unfortunately  almoft 
empty,  and  no  u^ater  to  be  had 
for  fome  time,  but  by  a  line  of 
penfioners  who  handed  buckets 
from  the  Thames ;  but  this  fupply 
was  fo  very  inadequate,  that  the 
fire  raged  for  feveral  hours  with- 
unreftrained  fury  :  a  great  many  of 
the  wards  were  deftroyed,  and  the 
weft  wing,  in  which  is  the  beauti- 
ful painted- hall,  was  in  great 
danger,  as  the  wind  fet  that  way. 
About  eleven  o'clock  fsveral  en- 
gines arrived  fi-om  London,  and 
the  fire  was  got  under  in  the  even- 
ing»  The  damage  done  is  im- 
m.enfe,  and  it  will  coft  a  very  large 
fum  to  reftore  the  hofpital  to  its 
former  beauty  and  elegance.  The 
fire  began  in  the  taylor's  fhop, 
wherein  the  men  had  been  at  work, 
the  preceding  d%y^,  but  had  ming- 
led holiday  rejoicing  too  much  with" 
their  labours. 

The  following  are  the  wards 
burnt  down  at  the  late  fire  at 
Greenwich-hofpital,  viz.  King's,. 
Queen's,  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke 
ot  York's,  and  Anfon's,  befides 
two  or  three  others  confiderably 
damaged  that  are  in  that  quarter: 
the  walls  however  of  th«  mall,  to- 
gether with  that  of  the  chapel,, 
remain  nearly  entire.  The  grand 
hall  has  noi  fuftained  the  leaft  in- 
jury, the  fire  being  confined  to  ihe- 
fouth-eaft  quarter. 

Btfing  the  day  appointed  for  u 
the  trial  of  A-dmiral  Keppel  '  " 
at  Portfmouth,  at  nine  in  the 
morning  Admiral  Pye,  as  admiral 
of  the  white,  and  prefident  of  thft 
court-martial,  hoifted  his  flag  oft 
board  the  Britannia.  See yippendix* 

Edinburgh,  Jan.  8.     The  towns 
of  Glafgow,  Perth,  Dundee,  Dun- 
fermline,   Kilmarnock,     Stirling,. 
Dunfe, 
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15unfe,  &C.  and  a  great  many 
others,  entered  into  refolutions  to 
oppofe  to  the  utmoft  any  relaxa- 
tion of  the  laws  againft  the  Ro- 
man Catholicks. 

A  great  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Glafgow  alfo  formed 
themfelves  into  a  fociety  to  oppofe 
the  Roman  Catholick  bill,  the 
fame  as  the  fociety  at  Edinburgh, 
under  the  denomination  of  friends 
to  the  Proteftant  intereft. 

Kirk'vjall,  in  Orkney,  Decernhcr  1 2 . 
The  Brig  Fortune  is  returned 
from  Suliflcery  to  Stromnefs  har- 
bour, having  carried  home  the 
nine  men  who  had  been  left  upon 
that  rock,  all  of  them  in  better 
health  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pefted.  They  were  19  days  and 
nights  upon  the  ifland,  the  great- 
eft  part  of  that  time  being  as  tem- 
peftuous  weather  as  has  been  known 
there  for  many  winters  pail.  They 
built  a  hut  for  themfelves  of  ftone 
and  fods,  the  wooden  battons 
which  they  carried  along  with 
them  to  kill  the  feals  fupported 
the  roof,  which  was  of  fod  and 
feal-fkin  ;  but  it  could  not  keep 
cut  the  rain  and  fpray  from  the 
fea,  with  which  the  whole  idand  is 
covered  when  the  wind  blows  high. 
As  they  had  no  fire,  they  con- 
tented themfelves  with  eating  the 
flefh  of  young  feals  raw,  different 
kinds  of  fea  weed,  particularly 
dulfe,  and  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  fcurvy-grafs.  They  fufFered 
moft  by  want  of  blankets  to  keep 
them  warm  in  the  night  time. 
They  endeavoured  to  fupply  this 
by  mats,  which  they  made  of  long 
withered  grafs,  with  which  this 
ifland  is  covered  in  the  winter  fea- 
fon  ;  but  as  thefe  and  their  clothes 
were  conftantly  wet,  it  did  not  an- 
swer the  intention. 


At  Hicks's  Hall  yefter-  , 
day,  John  Powel  was  tried  ^ 
on  an  indidlment  for  ftealing  dead 
bodies  out  of  the  burying-ground 
of  St.  George's,  Hanover-fquare  ; 
when  he  was  fentenced  to  be  pub- 
lickly  whipped,  which  was  imme- 
diately inflifted. 

At  the  Quarter- feflions  of  the 
Peace  for  Surry,  held  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's-hill,  Southwark,  Humphry 
Finnimore,  Efq;  a  perfon  of  70 
years  of  age,  and  who  has  an  in- 
come of  upwards  of  500!.  a  year, 
was  convided  of  ftealing  five  tur- 
kies,  the  property  of  Thomas 
Humphries,  matter  of  the  Gipfy- 
houfe,  near  Norwood. 

The  feflions  ended  at  the  /■  , 
Old  Bailey,  when  the  foU  *°^^* 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Pierre  Mafl!eau,  for 
burglarioufly  breaking  and  enter- 
ing the  dwelling- houfe  of  John 
Harriot,  the  White  Horfe  Cellar, 
in  Piccadilly,  with  an  intent  to 
fteal  ;  he  was  recommended  by 
the  jury  as  an  objeft  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  mercy;  John  Hutton,  for 
ftealing  a  lam  b,  the  property  of  Joh  n 
Vinten,  out  of  the  ftieep-pens  ia 
Smithfield  j  Henry  Hall,  William 
Helfdon,  and  Thomas  Ofljorn,  for 
a  burglary  in  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  Mr.  Wood,  at  Mill  Hill,  Hen- 
don,  and  ftealing  a  quantity  of 
houfehold  furniture  ;  William 
Binns  and  John  Bird,  for  robbing 
Anne  Hanams  on  the  highway  of 
a  bundle  of  linen. 

Philip  Sherwin,  for  a  rape  oa 
his  own  daughter,  a  child  of  ten 
years  of  age,  was  acquitted. 

Plymouth,  Jan.  26.  On  Satur- 
day night  laft,  between  the  hours 
of  1 1  and  12,  a  man  was  difcover- 
ed  on  the  wall  of  the  dock-yard, 
near  the  hemp  houfe.   The  watch- 
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man  ftadoned  there,  immediately 
fired,  on  which  he  jumped  off", 
and  although,  inllantly  purfued 
could  not  be  found.  The  method 
he  made  ufe  of  to  get  on  the  wall, 
was'  by  the  means  of  a  large  fifii- 
Jiook  fallened  to  a  fmall  cord:  this 
was  thrown  over  the  wall,  by  which 
means  he  hauled  himfelf  up  :  in 
his  hand  he  took  a  fmall  rope  with 
a  bafket  fixed  to  it,  in  which  was 
contained  a  pint  bottle  of  gunpow- 
der, fome  match,  and  a  dark  lan- 
tern :  it  was  fuppofed  he  intended 
(when  got  on  the  wall)  to  pull 
thefe  materials  after  him.  A  long 
piece  of  match  was  faftened  to  the 
bottle,  and,  what  is  very  remark- 
able, a  window  of  the  hemp-houfe 
was  left  open  at  the  place  he 
afcended.  The  fcheme  feems 
highly  probable  to  have  been  con- 
certed, as  it  happened  on  a  very 
dark  night,  and  when  the  yard- 
men were  paid  off,  as  on  thofe 
nights  they  generally  drink  rather 
freely.  Several  of  the  people  be- 
longing to  the  hemp  houfe  have 
been  examined,  but  nothing  has 
tranfpired  to  elTedl  a  difcovery. 

Died,  On  the  20th  of  this 
monih,  in  the  morning,  at  his 
houfe  on  the  Adclphi  Terrace, 
uiiiverfally  lamented,  David  Gar- 
ri>:ki  Efq;  the  firlt  of  aftors,  the 
molt  affeijtionate  hulband,  the 
kindcft  relation^  the  mort  gene- 
rous benefador,  and  the  warmelt 
fnend.  By  his  uncommon  thea- 
trical] talents,  he,  for  near  forty 
year.-;,  continued  to  command  the 
unbounded  applaufe  of  an  admir- 
ing public,  and  gave  a  new  lulhe 
and  dignity  to  the  profeflion  itfelf, 
of  which  ne  was  fo  diilinguifhed 
jin  oiiutment*  In  private  life  he 
was  (o  amiable,  that  he  was  not 
cnly  the  iamiliar  companion,  but 


the  intimate  friend,  ofibme  of  the 
firft  characlers  of  the  age,  by  whom 
his  lofs  is  moft  feverely  felt,  and 
moft  fmcerely  regretted.  He  had 
for  many  years  been  unfortunately 
afflidled  with  fits  of  the  Hone  and 
gravel,  which  at  length  affefted 
his  kidnies,  and  occafioned  his 
death,  in  the  fjxty-fecond  year  of 
his  age.  For  the  lall  four  days  of 
his  life  he  laboured  under  a  fup- 
prefiion  of  urine,  which  brought 
on  a  mortification,  and  thence  put 
a  period  to  his  exiftence  :  as  is 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  he  expired 
without  exprefling  the  leaft  fenfa- 
tion  of  pain,  nor  did  he  appear  to 
have  felt  any  for  more  than  thirty 
hours  preceding  the  moment  of 
his  death. 

The  managers  of  Drury-Lane, 
as  a  token  of  their  regard  for  Mr. 
Garrick's  memory,  Ihut  up  the 
houfe  as  foon  as  they  heard  of  his 
death,  and  no  play  was  performed 
there  that  evening.  The  compli- 
ment was  not  handfomer  than  it 
was  jufl. 

Mr.  Garrick's  diforder  was,  (as 
Mr.  Pott  predicted  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  body)  the  palfy  in 
the  kidnies,  which  mouldered 
away  on  being  handled.  The 
duds  leading  from  the  kidnies  to 
the  bladder  were  fo  flopped,  that 
a  probe  would  not  pafs  through 
them.  In  the  bladder  was  a  Hone 
the  fize  of  a  pullet's  egg  j  but 
with  that  he  might  have  lived 
many  years.  Twelve  months  fince 
Mr.  Pott  fearched  the  bladder^ 
and  no  ftone  was  there  5  fo  that  it 
mull  have  accumulated  within 
that  time ;  the  heart,  liver,  and 
lungs  were  found,  the  inteftines 
adhered  to  the  fides ;  and  Mr.  Pott 
declared  he  never  law  a  fubjed  (o 
internally  fat. 

The 
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The  exa.di  amount  of  the  duty 
on  hops  for  1778,  is  169,345!. 
9s.  gd.  which  is  115,000!.  more 
than  any  former.  The  Itoclc  in 
hand  is  near!y  equal  to  four  years 
confumption. 


FEBRUARY. 

n  The  corpfe  of  David  Gar- 
ricl<,  Efq;  was  interred  in 
Weftminfter  Abbey,  with  great 
funera!  pomp  and  folemnity. 
»  His  pall  was  fupported  by 
Lord  Camden,  Earl  of  OfTory, 
Right  Hon.  Mr.  Rigby,  Hon.  Mr. 
Stanley,  J.  Patterfon,  Efq;  Duke 
of  Devonfhire,  Earl  Spencer,  Vif- 
count  Palmerfton,  Sir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynne,  Albany  Wal- 
lis,  Efq;  And,  from  his  late  houfe 
on  the  Adelphi  Terrace,  the  hearfe 
was  followed  by  more  than  50 
coaches  of  the  principal  nobility 
and  gentry  in  and  about  the  me- 
tropolis. 

By  his  will,  he  left  his  buft  of 
Shakefpeare  (after  his  wife'sdeath,) 
and  his  colledlion  of  old  plays,  to 
the  Britifh  Mufeum ;  and  the  lioufes 
in  Drury-Lane,  which  he  bought 
of  the  fund  for  decayed  aftors  of 
the  theatre  there,  back  again  to 
that  fund.  As  the  public  is  no 
farther  interefted  in  his  will,  it 
were  wafte  of  room  to  record  it. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Here- 
ford, and  baptifed  Feb.  28,  17 16. 
His  will  is  dated  September  24, 
1778,  and  he  died  Jan.  20,  1779. 
He  is  faid  to  have  died  worth 
100,000!.  He  appointed  Lord 
Camden,  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Rigby,  John  Patterfon,  Efq;  and 
Albany  Wallis,  Efq;  executors  of 
iiis  will, 


Edinburgh,  Feb.  3.  On  Friday 
laft,  copies  of  the  following  letter 
were  dropt  in  the  different  ftreets 
and  lanes  in  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

"  Men  and  Brethren, 
"  Whoever  fhall  find  this  letter 
will  take  as  a  warning  to  meet  ac 
Leith  Wynd  on  Wednefday  next 
in  the  evening,  to  pull  down  that 
pillar  of  Popery  lately  ereded 
there. 

A  Protestant. 

Edhihurgh  yan.  29,    1779. 

**  P.  S.  Pleafe  to  read  this  care^ 
fully,  keep  it  clean,  and  drop  it 
fomewhere  elfe.  For  King  and 
Country.  Unity.'* 

In  confequence  of  this  letter,  9 
mob  laft  night  afTembled  at  a  houfe 
at  the  foot  of  Chalmer's  Clofe, 
part  of  which  was  intended  for  a 
Popifh  church,  but  had  not  hither- 
to been  occupied  ;  the  reft  of  the 
building  was  pofTelTed  by  a  clergy- 
man of  that  profeifion.  They  be- 
gan by  breaking  the  windows,  but 
their  number  laeing  greatly  in- 
creafed,  they  proceeded  to  deftroy 
the  furniture,  and  at  laft  fet  it  oa 
fire.  The  magiftrates  attended, 
and  ufed  every  means  in  their 
power  to  prevent  them  from  ac- 
complifhing  their  defign,  but  in 
vain  ;  for  notwiihftanding  their 
efforts,  and  thofe  of  the  city  guard, 
and  a  party  of  the  fouth  fenci- 
bles,  the  whole  infide  of  the  houfe 
was  reduced  to  alhes.  This  fore- 
noon a  party  of  the  fame  rioters, 
it  is  imagined,  attacked  the  chapel 
in  Black-friars-wynd,  the  whole 
furniture  of  which,  together  with  a 
valuable  coUeflionofbooks&c.  they 
either  deftroy ed  or  cawied  ofT.    Af- 
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ler  which  they  broke  the  windows, 
&c.  of  feveral  individuals  whom 
they  knew  to  be  Catholics.  The 
magiftrates  this  day  ilTued  a  pro- 
clamation dcfiring  mailers  to  keep 
in  their  fervants  and  apprentices ; 
notwithftanding  which,  great  num- 
bers alTembled  in  the  evening  in 
the  College-court,  with  an  inten- 
tion, as  they  faid,  of  knocking 
down  the  houfe  of  Principal  Ro- 
bertfon,  who,  they  imagined,  fa- 
voured the  Popifh  bill  :  fortunate- 
ly a  party  of  Dragoons  arriving 
before  they  could  effedt  their  pur- 
pofe,  they  difperfed,  and  left  the 
city  in  peace,  on  being  afTured  by 
the  magiftrates,  that  all  thoughts 
of  bringing  in  the  bill  were  laid 
ailde. 

This  day,  by  virtue  of  a 
commiffion  from  his  Majefty, 
the  following  bills  received  the 
royal  affent,  viz. 

The  bill  for  more  fpeedy  and  ex- 
peditious recruiting  his  Majelly's 
land  forces  and  marines. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating 
his  Majefty's  marine  forces  when 
on  fhore. 

The  bill  for  allowing  the  im- 
portation of  fine  Italian  organzined 
thrown  filk  for  a  limited  time. 

The  bill  for  the  better  preferva- 
tion  of  the  oyfler  fifliery  at  Whit- 
ftable  ;  and  alfo  to  feveral  private 
bills. 

The  Lieutenant  and  Midihip- 
man  who  entered  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Axford,  and  imprefled  his  fhop- 
man,  received  judgment  on  Wed- 
jiefday  in  the  Court  of  King's- 
bench,  to  pay  each  a  fine  of  13s. 
4d.  and  to  be  imprifoned  for  one 
month  in  the  King's-bench, 

,  Was  tried  in  the  Ecclefi- 

^  '  aftical  Court,  Dodors  Com- 
SnonSj    the   long   depending    fuit 


brought  by  the  Rev.  Mr,  Sellon, 
Redlor  of  Clerkenwell,  again  ft  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Jones, 
for  preaching  in  Northampton 
Chapel  without  leave  of  the  in- 
cumbent (Mr.  Sellon),  or  a  li- 
cence of  the  biOiop ;  when  the 
judge  condemned  the  defendants 
in  cofts  of  fuit,  and  ordered  a 
writ  of  monition  to  ihuc  up  the 
chapel. 

Laft  night  when  the  news  , 
arrived  from  Portlmouth  of  ^  ^  * 
the  honourable  acquittal  of  Admi- 
ral Keppel  by  the  Court-Marcial, 
the  windows  of  the  houfes  in  the 
principal  ftreets  of  London  and 
Weftminfter  were  illuminated  with 
lamps,  candles,  &c.  and  different 
devices,  and  the  portico  of  the 
Manfion -houfe  was  illuminated 
with  upwards  of  300  glafs  lamps. 

The  bells  of  feveral  churches 
were  rung,  guns  fired,  and  other 
demonftrations  of  joy  prevailed. 

A  guard,  both  horfe  and  foot, 
was  placed  before  the  houfe  lately 
occupied  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in 
Pali-Mall,  which  went  off  about 
one,  foon  after  which,  the  mob 
having  firft  broke  all  the  windows 
of  that  houfe,  proceeded  to  break 
open  the  door,  deftroyed  great 
part  of  the  furniture,  and  threw 
the  reft  out  of  the  windows.  The 
guard  was  again  fent  for,  and  fe- 
veral of  the  rioters  taken  in  the 
houfe,  and  committed  to  prifon. 

The  windows  and  doors  of  Lord 
George  Germain's  houfe  in  Pall- 
mall,  were  likewife  demoliflied. 

Moft  of  the  v/indows  of  the  Ad- 
miralty were  deftroyed  by  the  mob, 
who  took  the  gates  from  the  hinges, 
and  thereby  got  into  the  Court* 
yard. 

A  party  of  the  mob  alfo  broke 
all  the  fedaa  chairs  near  the  Ad- 
miralty, 
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jntralty,  and  made  a  bonfire  with 
them  before  the  gates.  Some  of 
the  mob  ("eemed  not  to  be  of  the 
Jower  clafs. 

About  three  o'clock  an  attack 
was  made  upon  Lord  North's 
houfe,  in  Downing-ftreet,  where 
the  rioters,  after  breaking  the 
windows,  burft  open  the  fhutters, 
and  attempted  to  get  into  the 
houfe.  In^about  half  an  hour  a 
fmall  party  of  foot  guards  appear- 
ed, which  was  foon  followed  by  a 
detachment  of  horfe.  Juftice  Ad- 
dington  attended  at  Lord  North's, 
and  read  the  Riot-Ad,  Sixteen  of 
the  ring-leaders  were  fecured,  and 
the  reft  fuifered  to  efcape. 

Capt.  Hood's  houfe  in  Harley- 
ilreet,  fufFered  alfo  in  the  fame 
manner;  as  likewife  the  houfe  of 
Lord  Mulgrave  in  Berkeley^fquare. 

Efligies  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
were  carried  about,  fufpended  by 
the  neck,  and  afterwards  burnt. 

This  evening  there  was 
again  a  general  illumina- 
tion throughout  the  cities  of  Lon- 
don and  Weftminfter.  The  Mo- 
nument was  finely  illuminated. 

A  Court  of  Common  Council 
was  held,  and  a  motion  made  and 
feconded,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
court  be  given  to  the  Honourable 
Auguftus  Keppel,  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Another  motion  was  made,  and 
thequeflion  put,  that  the  freedom  of 
this  city  be  prefented  to  Admiral 
Keppel  in  a  box  made  of  heart 
of  oak,  richly  ornamented.  Agreed 
to. 

Yefterday  one  James  Do- 
nally  was  brought  before 
Sir  John  Fielding  in  Bow-ftreet, 
by  Lard  Fielding,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh,  charged  with 
attempting,  at  two  diiterent  times. 
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viz.  on  Saturday  and  Monday, 
(the  firft  of  which  times  he  got 
away  from  his  lordfhip,  who  then 
attempted  to  fecure  him)  to  extort 
money  from  his  lordfhip,  by  threat- 
ening to  accufe  him  of  unnatural 
crimes.  And  this  day  he  was 
again  examined,  when  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Fielding,  the  younger  fon  of 
Lord  Denbigh,  appeared  alfo  and 
Iwore,  that  on  Saturday  laft  the 
prifoner  attacked  him  in  the  fame 
manner,  threatened  to  accufe  him 
of  unnatural  crimes  if  he  did  not 
give  him  money,  and  infolently 
bid  Mr.  Fielding  take  care  what 
he  was  about,  as  he,  Donally, 
would  charge  him  with  the  faft 
at  fuch  a  time  that  Mr.  Fielding 
could  not  prove  an  Alibi.  This 
OldBaileyexpreflion  obtained  half  a 
guinea  from  Mr.  Fielding  ;  but  the 
villain,  not  content  with  it,  al- 
though the  whole  Mr.  Fielding 
had  in  his  pocket,  infilled  on  more, 
when  Mr.  Fielding  went  to  a  Gro- 
cer, whom  the  Earl  of  Denbigh 
dealt  with,  and  borrowed  a  guinea, 
which  he  alfo  gave  to  Donally, 
when  the  latter  went  away,  and 
Mr.  Fielding  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn home  for  another  half  guinea 
to  go  to  the  play.  He  was  im- 
mediately committed  for  a'  high- 
way robbery  on  Mr.  Fielding. 

The  fefiions  ended  at  the  , 
Old  Bailey,  when  the  above  "  • 
mentioned  James  Donally  was  ca- 
pitally convided  of  the  above  of- 
fence. The  prifoner  in  his  defence 
urged  a  point  of  law,  and  fubmit- 
ted  it  to  the  judges,  Buller  and 
Perryn,  whether  it  was  a  ftreet 
robbery.  PJe  alfo  faid  that  the 
charge  was  never  thought  of  till 
Mr.  Fielding  came  to  the  public- 
ofHce  in  Bow  -  ftreet,  where  Sir 
John  Fielding  put  it  into  the  pro- 
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fecutor's  head.  This  was  pofi- 
tively  denied  by  Lord  and  Mr^ 
Fielding,  on  oath.  Judge  Buller 
obferved  to  the  jury,  that  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  priibner's  defence 
was  an  high  aggravation  of  his 
offence;  for  he  accufed  Sir  John 
Fielding  of  fubornation,  and  Lord 
^nd  A'Ir.  Fielding  with  abfolute 
perjury.  With  regard  to  the  for- 
mer part  of  it,  his  lordfnip  ob- 
ferved, that  to  conftitiite  a  high- 
way robbery  there  was  no  neceffity 
for  corporal  fear  ;  for  if  a  perfon 
gives  his  money  under  terror  of 
mind,  and  compulfively,  and 
againft  his  will,  or  for  fear  of 
Jofs  of  charadler,  it  is  in  law  efta- 
l)li!hed  to  be 'a  capital  offence; 
nor  was  there  any  neceffity  for  a 
perfon  fo  giving  his  money  to  be 
in  dread  of  his  life  by  a  charge 
exhibited  againft  him  :  it  was  fuf- 
ficient  that  the  money  was  obtained 
under  terror  of  mind.  Sec.  Under 
this  dij-edlion  the  jury  found  him 
guilty;  but  Judge  Buller  refpited 
ieiitcnce  until  the  opinion  of  the 
twelve  judges  can  be  had,  he  tak- 
ing the  verdidl  of  the  jury,  that 
*•  the  money  was  obtained  under 
terror  of  mind." 

On  the  fame  day,  the  following 
convifts  received  fentence  of  death : 
Robert  Dare,  for  robbing  his 
naillrefs  of  a  gold  Aide  ;  John  Rich- 
mond, for  houfe-breaking;  James 
Wooley,  for  ftealing  ftockings  ; 
John  Huddey,  for  burglary ;  Naph- 
thali  Jacobs,  a  Jew,  for  dealing 
kitchen  furniture,  &c. ;  William 
Germain,  for  hoiTe-ftealing;  Fred. 
Jphn  Euilace,  for  ftealing  linen, 
&c. ;  Sarah  Hill,  for  ftealing  wear- 
ing apparel  j  Thomas  Norman, 
ifor  a  ftreet  robbery ;  Rowland 
flidgley,  who  in  December  feffion 
\\'as  convided  of  having  in  his  pof- 


f:;fIion  a  certain  implement  fop 
coining,  and  whofe  judgment  was 
refpited  for  the  opinion  of  the 
judges. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  bg 
iffued  for  elefting  a  member  for 
Scarborough  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  who  has  accepted 
the  place  of  fteward  of  the  three 
Chiltern  hundreds. 

The  amount  of  the  employments 
refigned  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  viz^ 
his  feat  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
and  his  Lieutenancy  of  tl-je  Ma- 
rines, amounts  to  no  lefs  a  fum 
than  4000I,  per  annum. 

About  one   o'clock  this  , 

day,   the  deputation  of  al-  ' 

dermen  and  commons  of  London, 
waited  upon  Admiral  Keppel,  at 
his  houfe  in  Audley-ftreet,  wher? 
they  delivered  him  the  freedom  of 
the  city  of  London  in  a  box  made 
of  heart  of  oak,  ornamented  with 
gold.  Having  refreflied  them- 
felves,  they  fet  out  at  3  o'clock, 
in  the  following  proceffion,  to 
dine  at  the  London  Tavern,  in 
the  city.  The  two  city  marfhals 
on  horieback,  their  horfes  adorn- 
ed with  blue  ribbons ;  Alderman 
Crofby,  as  fenior  alderman  in  his 
own  coach,  with  a  failor  behind 
carrying  a  blue  flag,  with  the 
word  KEPPEL  in  large  red  let- 
ters  :  next,  that  of  the  admiral,  in 
which  he  rode  with  Lord  R.  Ca- 
vendifh  on  his  right  hand  ;  after 
them  two  or  three  naval  officers, 
the  other  aldermen,  commoners, 
and  city-ofHcers  in  their  own  car- 
riages. At  Charing  Crofs  the 
mob,  who  were  now  become  very 
numerous,  taking  off  the  admi- 
ral's horfes,  drew  him  themfelves ; 
and  three  failors,  after  difplacing 
the  coachman,  got  upon  the  box, 
where  they  hoilied  the  flag  fron^ 
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the  alderman's  coach.  Soon  after, 
this  the  proceffion  was  joined  by 
the  Marine  Society,  with  emble- 
matical ftreamers,  which  followed 
the  city  marfhals.  At  Temple-bar 
a  band  of  martial  mufic  received 
him,  and  another  at  the  Obelifk, 
at  the  bottom  of  Fleet-ftreet.  They 
arrived  at  the  London  tavern  about 
five  o'clock,  amidll  the  acclama- 
tions of  a  prodigious  crowd  ;  and 
at  night  the  Manfion-houfe  was 
illuminated,  and  there  was  the 
moft  general  illumination  through- 
out London  and  Weftminfter  ever 
kn«wn. 

,         The  entertainment  which 

5  '  was  intended  for  Admiral 
Keppel  by  the  Weft-India  planters 
and  merchants,  and  which  was 
fixed  for  to-day,  vv'as  put  off  by 
the  particular  defire  of  the  Admi- 
ral, from  an  apprehenfton  that  the 
excefles  which  were  committed  on 
Saturday  laft,  and  which  he  or  his 
friends  could  not  reprefs,  might  be 
renewed  on  this  occafion. 

Died,  Ifaac  de  Groot,  great 
grandfon  to  the  learned  Grotius. 
He  had  long  been  fupported  by 
private  donations,  and  at  length 
was  provided  for  in  the  Charter- 
houfe,  where  he  died. 


MARCH. 

,  This  day  came  on  to  be 
3  *  tried  before  Earl  Mansfield, 
at  Guildhall,  a  caufe  in  which  a 
free  black  of  Anamaboe,  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  named  AmifTa, 
was  plaintiff,  and  a  commander 
©fa  Liverpool  trader,  defendant. 
Thecircumftances  of  the  plaintiff's 
cafe  were  thefe  :  In  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1774,  the  defendant 
>vas  lying  with  hi;,  fhip  at  Anama- 


boe, and  being  in  want  of  hands, 
hired  the  plaintiff  as  a  failor  to  af- 
lifl  in  navigating  the  fhip,  and  ad- 
vanced him  part  of  his  wages. 
When  the  fhip  arrived  at  Montego 
Bay,  in  Jamaica,  the  plaintiff  was 
fent  with  three  other  failors  to  row 
fome  flaves  on  fhore,  which  the 
defendant  had  fold  to  a  planter 
there;  but  as  the  defendant  had 
previoufiy  fold  the  plaintiff  alfo  as 
a  flave,  the  planter  would  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  return,  but  fent  him  up 
to  the  mountains,  and  there  em- 
ployed him  as  a  flavc.  When  the 
defendant  returned  with  his  fhip 
to  Anamaboe,  he  gave  out  to  the 
plaintiff's  friends  that  he  had  died 
on  his  paflage  ;  but  a  black  hap- 
pened to  return  to  Anamaboe  a 
year  or  two  afterwards,  and  giving 
an  account  that  he  had  left  the 
plaintiff  in  flavery  at  Jamaica,  the 
king,  and  other  great  people  of 
the  country,  defired  Capt.  E.  who 
was  then  on  the  coaft  with  his  fhip, 
on  his  arrival  at  Jamaica,  to  pur- 
chafe  the  plaintiff's  redemption, 
and  to  fend  him  back  to  his  friends, 
the  expences  of  which  they  under- 
took to  pay ;  and  the  better  to 
identify  his  perfon,  they  direfted 
the  fon  of  one  Quaw,  a  gold-taker 
at  Anamaboe,  to  accompany  Capt. 
E.  on  his  voyage.  Soon  after 
their  arrival  at  Jamaica,  they  found 
out  the  plaintiff,  redeemed  him 
after  a  flavery  of  near  three  years, 
and  brought  him  to  London,  where 
the  matter  was  laid  before  the  Af- 
rican Committee,  who  ordered  the 
defendant  to  be  profecuted,  as  a 
means  of  deterring  captains  of 
fhips  from  the  like  pradlices  in 
future.  The  learned  judge  who 
tried  the  caufe,  fummed  up  the 
evidence  with  fuitable  remarks  on 
the  good  |)olicj^  and  humanity  of 
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fucha£lions,  and  recommended  to 
the  jury  to  give  exemplary  da- 
mages. The  jury,  after  flaying 
out  of  court  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  returned,  and  found  a  ver- 
didfortheplaintifF,  with  500I.  da- 
mages. 

Extras  of  a  letter  from    Madrid, 
dated  Feb.  il. 

*'  An  exprefs  is  arrived  at  court 
with  an  account  of  the  follow- 
ing melancholy  event: Count 

O'Reilly  having  planned  and 
built  a  new  bridge  at  Poerta  de 
St.  Maria  ;  as  foon  as  it  was  finifh- 
cd,  the  14th  of  this  month  was 
appointed  to  confer  a  benediftion 
upon  it,  when  a  vail  number  of 
perfons  afiilted  at  the  ceremony, 
in  the  middle  of  which  the  bridge 
fell  in.  The  number  of  perfons 
who  were  drowned,  killed,  or 
wounded,  is  not  yet  afcertained, 
but  it  is  computed  to  be  about 
600,  and  among  the  reft  the  eccle- 
fiaftic  who  officiated,  and  feveral 
perfons  of  the  moll  dillinguifhed 
families  in  the  kingdom.  The 
detail  of  this  accident  form.s  a  moll 
melancholy  llory  ;  the  Countefs 
O'Reilly  was  faved  in  a  providen- 
tial manner,  while  many  noble- 
men and  ladies  who  were  alfo  there 
were  loft." 

^  ,        The  following   bills    re- 
ceived the  royal  afient  by 
Commiffion  : 

A  bill  for  raifmg  a  certain  fum 
\)y  annuities,  and  a  lottery. 

A  bill  for  preventing  mutiny  and 
defercion. 

A  bill  for  the  better  government 
of  his  Majefty's  ftiips,  veffels,  and 
forces  at  iea. 

A  bill  for  the  better  fupply  of 
mariners  and  feamen,  to  ferve  in 
his  Majefty's  navy. 
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A  bill  for  the  better  regulation 
of  mad-houfes. 

A  bill  for  railing  a  fund  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  children 
of  the  clergy  in  Scotland. 

A  bill  for  the  better  relief  and 
employment  of  the  poor  in  certain 
hundreds  in  Suffolk. 

And  feveral  road  and  private 
bills. 

Yefterday  morning,  be- 
tween two  and  three  o'clock, 
a  fire  broke  out  at  a  (hip-chand- 
ler's between  the  Hermitage-bridge 
and  Union-ftairs,  Wapping,  which 
burnt  both  fides  of  the  way.  Up- 
wards of  30  houfes  in  front  were 
confumed,  with  moft  of  their  fur- 
niture. Many  houfes  were  burnt 
down  between  Hermitage-ftreet 
and  the  river  ;  and  feveral  oil  and 
hemp  warehoufes,  full  of  thofe  ar- 
ticles, were  likewife  confumed.  It 
is  computed  that  about  100  houfes 
were  burnt  down  and  damaged, 
befides  warehoufes  with  pitch,  tar, 
mafts,  &c.  and  other  out- build- 
ings ;  fome  fhips  were  likewife 
confumed,  and  feveral  of  the  fnrjall 
craft,  &c.  damaged.  Several  per- 
fons were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  a 
houfe  which  fell  down,  but  hap- 
pily dug  out  alive  :  the  houfe  was 
thrown  down  by  the  explofion  of 
fome  gunpowder  lodged  in  the 
cellar.  Five  men  are  faid  to  be 
killed  by  the  falling  of  one  of  the 
houfes,  being  all  buried  in  the 
ruins. 

This  day  the  report  was 
made  to  his  Majefty  in 
council  by  the  Deputy-recorder,  of 
the  convifts  under  fentence  of  death 
in  Newgate  :  when  the  following 
were  ordered  for  execution  on 
Wednefday  the  31ft  inftant,  viz. 
Naphthali  Jacobs,  for  ftealing  in 
the  heufe  of  Jofeph  Smith,  at  Hox- 

ton» 
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ton,  a  quantity  of  kitchen  furni- 
ture ;  Rowland  Ridgley,  who  in 
December  feiilon  was  convifted  of 
having  in  his  pofieffion  an  imple- 
ment for  coining,  and  whofe  judg- 
ment was  refpited  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Judges  ;  and  Fredericl^  John 
Euflacc,  for  ftealing  fome  linen 
and  ftockings,  the  property  of 
Henry  Johnfon,  in  the  rooms  over 
the  Earl  of  Clarendon's  ftables,  in 
Grofvenor-ftreet. 

The  following  were  refpited  du- 
ring his  Majefty's  pleafure,  Robert 
Dare,  for  ftealing  a  gold  flide,  fet 
with  diamonds,  the  property  of 
Mrs.  Egerton,  to  whom  he  was 
fervant;  John  Richmond,  alias 
Browes,  for  breaking  open  the 
houfe  of  Agnes  Herbins,  and  Heal- 
ing gowns,  linen,  &c.  James 
Wooley,  for  ftealing  in  the  houfe 
of  Robert  Sudlow,  in  Wigmore- 
ftreet,  24  pair  of  thread  ftockings ; 
John  Huddey,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  houfe  of  Henry  White,  in  Ken- 
fington,  and  ftealing  linen  and 
apparel  ;  Sarah  Hill,  for  ftealing 
fome  wearing  apparel.  Sec.  the 
property  of  Elizabeth  Martin  ; 
William  Germain,  for  ftealing  a 
gelding;  and  Thomas  Norman, 
for  robbing  Elizabeth  Cornet,  in 
Hart-ftreet,  Crutched-friars,  of  a 
quantity  of  linen, 

,  At  Thetford  affizes,  Nor- 
folk, this  week,  a  caufe 
was  tried  by  a  fpecial  jury,  between 
a  young  lady,  plaintifF,  and  a 
clergyman,  defendant.  The  ac- 
tion was  brought  for  non-perfor- 
mance of  a  marriage  coo  trad  ; 
when  it  appeared  on  the  trial  he 
preferred  his  fervant  maid,  whom 
he  married,  although  the  young 
lady  had  a  fortune  of  70,000  1. 
when  a  verdidl  was  given  for  the 
plaintiff  with  Scol.  damages. 
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It  was  refolved  in  the  Houfe  , 
of  Commons,  that  the  aft  ^^ 
prohibiting  the  growth  of  tobacco 
in  Ireland  be  repealed  ;  and  that 
tobacco,  the  produce  of  Ireland, 
be  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
under  the  fame  privileges  as  were 
formerly  enjoyed  by  the  colonies. 

This  evening  the  ceremony  of 
the  chriftening  of  the  young  Prince 
was  performed  in  the  Great  Coun- 
cil-chamber, St.  James's,  by  his 
Grace  the  Archbiihop  of  Canter- 
bury. His  Royal  Highnefs  was 
named  Oftavius. 

The  fine  feat  of  Sir  Thomas 
Dyke  Ackland,  at  Halincourt, 
was  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  very 
little  of  the  furniture  faved. 

At  Doftors  Commons,  ^^  , 
the  Merits  of  a  libel,  ^  ' 
brought  by  the  Marquis  of  Car- 
narvon againft  his  lady,  on  a  charge 
of  adultery,  was  argued;  and  her 
ladyfiiip's  criminality  being  fully 
proved,  fentence  of  divorce  was 
pronounced  by  Dr.  Bettefworth, 
chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Lon- 
don. 

The  Arethufa  frigate.  Captain 
Holmes,  commander,  was  wrecked 
upon  the  rocks  near  Ufliant,  ia 
purfuit  of  an  enemy.  The  crew 
were  faved,  and  treated  by  the 
French  with  every  mark  of  huma- 
nity. 

Paris,  March  19.  M.  de  Sar- 
tine,  minifter  of  the  marine  de- 
partment, has  wrote  the  following 
circular  letter  to  all  captains  of 
armed  veflels,  privateers,  &c. 

'•  Capt.  Cook,  who  failed  from 
Plymouth  in  July,  1778,  onboard 
the  Refolution,  in  company  with 
the  Difcovery,  Capt.  Clarke,  in 
order  to  make  fome  difcoveries  on 
the  coafts,  iflands,  and  feas  of 
Japan  and  California,  being  on  the 

point 
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point  of  returning  to  Europe,  and 
as  fuch  difcoveries  are  of  general 
utility  to  all  nations,  it  is  the 
king's  pleafure,  that  Capt,  Cooke 
fhall  be  treated  as  a  commander  of 
a  neutral  and  allied  power,  and 
that  all  captains  of  armed  vefiels, 
&c.  who  may  meet  that  famous 
navigator,  fhall  make  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  king's  orders  on 
this  behalf,  but  at  the  fame  time 
let  him  know,  that  on  his  part  he 
in u ft  refrain  from  all  hoflilities." 

Died,  Mrs.  Clarke,  aged  102, 
the  mother  of  Mr.  Clarke,  of 
Covent-garden  theatre. 


APRIL. 


L  E  N 


Assizes. 


At  Oxfoi-d  three  co'ndemned — 
all  refpited. 

At  Reading  four — all  refpited. 

At  Northampton  three — left  for 
execution. 

At  Vv^'inchefter  eleven — all  re- 
prieved for  the  land  or  fea  fervice. 

At  Cambridge  four — one  left 
for  execution. 

At  Huntingdon  two — both  re- 
prieved. 

At  Worcefter  four — all  repriev- 
ed. 

At  Maidflone  eight. 

At  Aylefoury  eight—- five  re- 
prieved. 

At  Bedford  one — reprieved. 

At  Salifburyone — reprieved. 

At  Gloucefter  ten — one  repriev- 
ed. 

At  York  fix — one  reprie\'cd. 

At  Leicefter  two. 

At  Kingfton,  Surry,  feven. 

At  Eaft  Grinftead  one. 

At  Exeter  live. 


At  Lincoln  one. 

At  Lancafter  two. 

At  Bury  AfTizes  (holden  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk)  came  on  the 
trial  of  two  midlhipmen,  and  14 
other?  of  a  prefs-gang,  committed 
to  Ipfwich  gaol  in  Decemloer  laft, 
for  the  murder  of  one  Thomas 
Nichols,  a  publican  there  ;  when 
the  Jury,  by  the  direftion  of  the 
Judge,  brought  in  a  Special  Ver- 
di£l,  containing  all  the  material 
fafts  proved  on  the  trial,  and 
praying  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  upon  the  feveral 
points  of  law  arifing  thereon, 
among  which  is  that  moft  impor- 
tant and  long-contefted  queflien 
refpedling  the  right  of  imprefling 
feamen  for  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

At  Warwick  feven — four  (one 
for  murder)   executed.  ' 

At  Shrewfbury  feven — two  (one 
for  murder)  executed. 

At  Stafford  four — one  of  whon:i 
(George  Eaflhop,  for  murdering  a 
man  who  attempted  to  imprefs 
him)  was  executed. 

At  Taunton  four — three  re- 
prieved. 

At  the  above  afTizes  came  on  the 
trial  of  Count  Rice  for  the  death 
of  Vifcount  Du  Barre.  When  the 
evidence  on  the  fide  of  the  crown 
was  clofed,  the  Count  in  a  fhort 
defence  liated  the  commencement 
and  progrefs  of  his  connexions 
with  Vifcount  Du  Barre  nearly  as 
follows : 

"  My  acquaintance,  faid  he, 
with  Vifcount  Du  Barre  originated 
at  Pari?  in  the  year  1774.  His  fa- 
mily were  then  foliciting  fome  fa- 
vour at  Vienna,  and  my  connec» 
tions  at  that  Court,  which  he 
thought  might  be  ferviceable  to 
him,  engaged  his  attention  to  me. 

We 
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We  lived  from  that  period,,  till  blame  to  the  deceafedj  wlio  can  no 
the  day  before  his  death,  in  an  in-  longer  vindicate  his  conduft." 
tercourfe  of  mutual  good  offices  The  Count,  after  fome  pathetic 
and  civility.  An  expenfive  line  of  obfervationson  thefufferingshehad 
life,  and  confiderable  lofles  at  undergone  from  his  wound,  con- 
play,  frequently  involved  him  in  eluded  by  referring  to  the  evidence 
difficulties,  to  extricate  himfelf  already  given,  as  fome  reafons,  he 
from    which    he   often    borrowed     faid,  prevented  his  calling  the  fe- 

conds  before  the  Court  with  pro- 
priety, and  committed  himfelf 
with  confidence  into  the  hands  of 
his  Jury  ;  perfuaded,  to  ufe  his 
own  words,  that,  in  order  to  de- 
termine juftiy  upon  his  conduft,  ia 
the  crime  imputed  to  him,  they 
would  put  themfelves  in  his  fitua-- 
tion,  and  adopt  thofe  feelings  by 
which  he  was  neceilarily  adluated 
on  the  unfortunate  occafion. 

Mr.  Jullice  Nares  addrefTed  the 
Jury  in  an  affeding  fpeech  ;  re- 
marked to  them  in  particular  the 
unufual  backwardnefs  the  prifoner 
had  fhewn  in  this  tranfaftion,  and 
his  humanity  to  the  unfortunate 
Vifcount  after  his  fall,  and  direfted 
a  verdift  for  Manflaughter.  The 
Jury,  after  a  fhort  confultation, 
defired  to  know  if  they  might  not 
totally  acquit  the  prifoner ;  and 
after  a  few  minutes  deliberation, 
pronounced  him  Not  Guilty. 

This  day,    by  virtue  of  a      -, 
commiffion  from  his  Majefty, 
the  royal  affent  was  given  to  the 
following  bills,  viz. 

The  bill  for  laying  additional 
duties  on  certain  goods  under  the 
infpeftion  of  the  Commiffioners  of 
Excife  and  Cuftoms. 

The  Bill  for  allowing  the  im- 
portation of  certain  goods  fold  to 
foreigners  in  Britifh-built  Ihips. 

The  bill  for  the  better  encoura- 
ging the  white  herring-filhery. 

The  bill  for  better  encouraging 
the  Irifli  linen  manufaftory. 

The 


large  fums  of  money  from  me.  I 
have  in  my  pofleffion  letters,  which 
I  fliall  now  produce,  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  various  fums  of 
money,  as  well  as  bills  and  notes 
of  hand,  to  the  amount  of  fome 
thoufands  of  pounds  ftill  unpaid, 
and  which,  from  the  embarrafled 
flate  of  his  affairs,  I  mull  look  on 
as  totally  loft. 

"  A  gouty  humour  which  fell 
upon  his  bowels  and  legs  laft  fum- 
mer  induced  fome  Englilh  phyfi- 
cians  he  met  at  Spa  to  recommend 
the  ufe  of  the  Bath  waters.  De- 
termined, as  it  appears  by  thefe 
letters  written  a  few  days  before 
he  fet  off  for  England,  to  play  no 
more,  and  to  regulate  his  affairs 
with  prudence,  he  refolved  upon 
this  excurlion,  in  order  to  attend 
to  his  health,  and  rellore  his  peace 
of  mind.  He  frequently  folicited 
me  to  accompany  him,  to  which  I 
at  laft  confented  ;  and  accordingly 
we  came  to  England  together  at  a 
mutual  and  proportional  expence. 
We  cook  a  houfe  at  Bath,  and 
lived  there  upon  the  fame  terms. 
For  fome  weeks  we  continued  to 
live  at  Bath  on  our  former  and 
accuftomcd  intimacy,  and,  though 
the  Vifcount  Du  Barre  was  a  man 
df  an  impetuous  temper,  without 
any  material  difagreement  till  the 
unfortunate  difpuce,  which  termi- 
nated in  the  lofs  of  his  life,  and 
the  imminent  hazard  of  mine.  It 
is  needlefs  here  to  enter  into  the 
origin  of  that  difpute,  or  impute 
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The  bill  to  revive  and  continue 
certain  expiring  laws. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating 
lottery-office  keepers ;  and  alfo  to 
feveral  other  public  and  private 
bills. 

This  evening,  as  Mifs  Reay 
was  coming  out  of  Covent- 
garden  theatre,  in  order  to  take 
her  coach,  accompanied  by  two 
friends,  a  gentleman  and  a  lady, 
between  whom  Ihe  walked  in  the 
Piazza,  a  man  ilepped  up  to  her 
without  the  fmalleft  previous  me- 
nace, or  addrefs,  put  a  piftol  to 
her  head,  and  fliot  her  inftantly 
dead.  He  then  fired  another  at 
hirofelf,  which,  however,  did  not 
prove  equally  efFedlual.  The  ball 
grazed  upon  the  upper  part  of  the 
head,  but  did  not  penetrate  fuffi- 
ciently  to  produce  any  fatal  efTecl ; 
he  fell,  however;  and  fo  firmly 
was  he  bent  upon  the  entire  com- 
pletion of  the  deftruftion  he  had 
meditated,  that  he  was  found  beat- 
ing his  head  with  the  utmoft  vio- 
lence with  the  bntt  end  of  the  pif- 
tol, by  Mr.  Mahon,  apothecary, 
of  Covent-garden,  who  wrenched 
the  piftol  from  his  hand.  He  was 
carried  to  the  Shakefpeare,  where 
his  wound  was  dreffed.  In  his 
pockets  were  found  two  letters  ; 
one  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  he 
had  written  to  Mifs  Reay,  and  the 
other  to  his  brother-in-law,  in 
Bow-itreet.  The  hrft  of  thefe 
epiftles  is  replete  with  warm  ex- 
prcfiions  of  affeflion  to  the  unfor- 
tunate ohjeft  of  his  love,  and  an 
earnell  recommendation  ot  hi,"  paf- 
fion.  The  other  contains  a  pathe- 
tic relation  of  the  melancholy  re- 
iblution  he  had  taken,  and  a  con- 
feffion  of  the  caufe  that  produced 
it.     He  faiii,    lie  could   not  live 
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without  Mifs  Reay  ;  and  fince  he 
had  found,  by  repeated  applica-' 
tion,  that  he  was  (hut  out  from 
every  hope  of  pofTeffing  her,  he  had 
conceived  this  defign  as  the  only 
refuge  from  a  mifery  which  he 
could  not  fupport.  He  heartily 
wifhed  his  brother  that  felicity 
which  fate  had  denied  him,  and 
requefted  that  the  fevv  debts  he 
owed  might  be  difcharged  from 
the  difpofal  of  his  effcds.  Whea 
he  had  fo  far  recovered  his  facul- 
ties as  to  be  capable  of  fpeech,  he 
enquired  with  great  anxiety  con- 
cerning Mifs  Reay  ;  being  told  Ihe 
was  dead,  he  defired  her  poor  re- 
mains might  not  be  expofed  to 
the  obfervation  of  the  curious  mul- 
titude. About  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  Sir  John  Fielding  came 
to  the  Shakefpeare,  and  not  find- 
ing his  wounds  of  a  dangerous  na- 
ture, ordered  him  to  be  conveyed 
to  Tothill-fields  bridewell.  This 
ill-fated  criminal  was  a  clergyman ; 
about  four  years  ago  he  was  an  of- 
ficer in  the  army ;  but  not  meet- 
ing with  fuccefs  in  the  military 
profeffion,  by  the  advice  of  his 
friends  he  foon  after  quitted  it,  and 
alTumed  the  gown. 

The  body  of  the  unhappy  lady 
was  carried  into  the  Shakefpeare 
tavern  for  the  infpeftion  of  the 
coroner. 

When  the  news  of  this  misfor- 
tune was  carried  to  a  cartain  noble- 
man,  the  Earl  of  S ch,  it  was 

received  by  him  with  the  utmoft 
concern  ;  he  wept  exceedingly, 
and  lamented  with  every  other  to- 
ken of  grief  the  interruption  of  a 
connexion  which  had  lalled  for  17 
years  with  happinefs  to  both. 

She  had  had  nine  children  by 
the  noble  Lord,  five  of  whom  are 
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now  living,  and  have  been  in- 
flrufted  by  her  with  motherly  at- 
tention. 

,  The  man  who  a  few  days 

lotn.  i-    ^  *    T  •  1 

ago  was  ient  to  Liverpool 

by  Sir  John  Fielding  to  apprehend 
a  Mr.  Lowe,  fufpeiSled  of  being 
concerned  in  fetting  the  new  hof- 
pital,  for  the  reception  of  blind 
patients  at  Kentifh  Town,  on  fire, 
returned  to  London,  with  an  ac- 
count, that  Lowe  being  apprehen- 
ded, and  examined  before  the 
mayor  of  Liverpool,  had,  in  the 
night  before  he  was  to  be  brought 
to  town,  poifoned  himfclf.  This 
Lowe  was  originally  a  livery  fer- 
vant.  He  afterwards  kept  a  pub- 
lic houfe,  in  which  he  fcraped  up 
ibnie  money  :  when,  by  ufurious 
means,  he  made  a  fmall  fortune, 
and  then  commenced  gentleman. 
He  afterwards  took  a  genteel  houfe 
the  corner  of  Queen-fquare,  Or- 
mond-ftreet,  where  he  reiided  till 
the  late  affair  happened.  He  was 
a  man  of  uncommon  addrefs,  for 
one  whofe  mind  was  uncultivated 
with  any  degree  of  learning.  He 
paffed  for  a  very  benevolent,  cha- 
ritable man,  having  done  many 
acls  of  beneficence  through  often- 
tation,  and  has  fubfcribed  to  many 
of  the  public  charities,  to  give  the 
world  a  high  opinion  of  his  fine 
and  generous  feelings.  By  thefe 
means  he  obtained  the  late  ftation 
of  treafurer  and  chief  conduftor  of 
the  new-inftituted  charity  ;  by 
which,  it  is  averred,  he  obtained 
the  pofleJion  of  near  5000  1.  It 
appears  that  combultibles  had  been 
conveyed  into  the  houfe  through  a 
pane  of  glafs,  though  the  fame  did 
not  take  efFeft  till  afcer  he  had  fet 
out  for  Liverpool,  where  he  pre- 
tended bufinefs  ;  yet,  there  having 
been  neither  iij-e  nor  candle  ufed  in 
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the  houfe,  and  fome  other  circum- 
ftances  arifing  to  create  fufpicion, 
he  v/as  queftioned  about  it  by  let- 
ter, and  prevaricated  fo  much, 
that  there  remained  no  fort  of 
doubt  with  Sir  John  Fielding  but 
that  he  was  the  principal  incen- 
diary ;  which  his  untimely  death 
has  confirmed.  He  has  fince  been 
buried  in  a  crofs-road,  and  a  ftake 
is  driven  through  his  body,  as  a 
fuicide. 

This  morning,  about  nine  x- , 
o'clock,  the  Reverend  Mr.  '^"* 
Hackman  was  brought  from  New- 
gate to  the  bar  of  the  SefTions- 
houfe  in  the  Old  Bailey,  where  he 
was  arraigned  for  firing  a  piftol  at 
Mifs  Reay,  as  fhe  was  coming  out 
of  Covent-garden  playhoufe,  on 
Wednefday  the  7ch  inft.  which 
killed  her  on  the  fpot ;  to  which 
indidment  he  pleaded  Not  Guilty  ; 
when  the  feveral  witnefTes  were 
examined,  they  gave  the  fame  evi- 
dence as  they  had  given  before  Sir 
John  Fielding,  which  being  gone 
through  with,  Judge  Blackflone,, 
who  tried  him,  called  on  Mr. 
Hackman  to  make  his  defence,  or, 
if  he  chofe  it,  he  might  leave  it  to 
his  counfel.  After  Mr.  Hackman 
had  wiped  a  flood  of  tears  from  his 
eyes,  he  pulled  out  a  fheet  of  pa- 
per from  his  pocket,  and  read,  the 
fubllance  of  which  was  nearly  to 
this  purport:  "  My  Lord,  I  now 
Hand  arraigned  for  a  heinous  crime, 
and  if  found  guilty,  mull  fufFer 
the  death  that  the  laws  of  my 
country  have  allotted  in  fuch  cafes; 
and  as  I  have  taken  away  the  life 
of  one  Vv'hofe  life  was  dearer  to 
me  than  my  own,  I  therefore  ihall 
meet  my  unhappy  fate  with  forti- 
tude  and  rclignation,  and  ac- 
knowledge the  juRnefs  of  my  fen- 
leiice."  Th^  Jud-^e  afcerA-arJs 
lumniea 
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fummed  up  the  evidence,  and  gave 
his  charge  to  the  Jury  in  an  excel- 
lent fpeech,  in  which  he  faid,  that 
the  letter  found  in  the  prifoner's 
pocket,  direfted  to  his  brother-in- 
law,  was  fufficient  to  conclude  he 
was  not  in  fane.  The  Jury,  with- 
out going  out  of  court,  found  him 
guilty,  v/hen  the  Deputy- recorder 
paffed  fentence  on  him,  and  he 
was  executed  the  Monday  follow- 
ing. 

,  This  day  the  feflions  en- 

'7"^"*  ded  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
the  following  convidls  received 
fentence  of  death,  viz.  Thomas 
Fox,  for  flealing  a  mare  from  Ri- 
chard Clewin,  at  Hendon,  and  on 
another  indiftment,  for  flealing 
a  mare  from  William  Hands  in 
Northamptonlhire  ;  John  Harris, 
for  a  burglary  in  the  dvvelling- 
houfe  of  William  Prior,  in  Coven- 
try-ftreet,  and  Healing  a  quantity 
of  china;  Capt.  James  Major,  for 
fending  a  threatening  letter  to  Sir 
William  Mufgrave,  threatening  to 
murder  him  ;  Elizabeth  Lambert 
and  Mary  New,  for  robbing  Mary 
Beachman  on  the  King's  highway ; 
James  Hackman,  Clerk,  for  the 
wilful  murther  of  Martha  Reay, 
fpinller  ;  William  Walker,  for 
burglarioufly  breaking  open  the 
hcufe  of  James  Pentecrofs,  in 
Shoe-lane,  and  ftealing  a  quantity 
of  copper,  brafs,  &c.  Chriftopher 
Foley  and  Peter  Weldon,  for  coin- 
ing and  counterfeiting  the  King's 
filver  coin,  called  Sixpences,  at 
the  houfe  of  Weldon,  in  Oat-lane, 
Noble-flreet ;  three  were  fenren- 
ced  to  hard  labour  on  the  river 
Thames,  eleven  were  burnt  in  the 
hand,  and  ordered  to  be  kept  to 
hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of  correc- 
tion for  divers  terms  ;  nine  were 
ordered  to  be  whipped,  and  feven- 


teen  difcharged  by  proclamation  } 
John  Vincent,  convifted  of  feloni- 
oufly  killing  and  fl;iylng  Mary 
Dollard,  a  woman  with  whom  htf 
had  cohabited  many  years,  by 
fhooting  at  and  wounding  her  in 
the  back  and  fhoulder,  with  a  gun 
loaded  with  powder  and  Ihot,  of 
which  wound  fhe  languifhed  fome" 
time,  and  then  died,  in  the  parifh 
of  Fulham,  was  branded,  and  or- 
dered to  be  imprifoned  one  year  in 
Newgate.  W'illiam  Stenfon  was 
convidted  of  felonioufly  counter- 
feiting the  copper  money  of  this 
kingdom,  called  Halfpence,  and 
ordered  to  be  branded  in  the  hand, 
and  imprifoned  one  year  in  New- 
gate. 

One  Browne  was  tried  for  wil- 
fully fetting  fire  to  his  houfe  at 
Wapping,  which  occafioned  the 
late  dreadful  conflagration.  An 
Alibi  was  proved,  on  which  the 
Jury,  without  going  out  of  court, 
brought  in  their  verdift.  Not 
Guilty. 

Soon  after  came  on  the  trial  of 
Thomas  Hilliard,  for  wilfully  fet- 
ting fire  to  his  houfe  in  Bird-in* 
hand  Court,  Cheapfide ;  he  was 
acquitted  on  a  point  of  law,  vizi 
that  the  clofet  he  fet  fire  to,  waS 
not  any  part  of  the  dvvelling- 
houfe. 

The  Judges  met  in  the  , 
evening  at  Lord  Chief  ° 
Juftice  De  Grey*s  houfe  in  Lin^ 
coln's-inn-fields,  to  give  their  opi- 
nion on  the  cafe  of  James  Donal- 
ly,  convidled  the  feffion  before  laft 
for  a  robbery  on  the  perfon  of  the 
Hon.  Charles  Fielding,  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh,  when  Counfd 
were  firft  heard,  viz.  Mr.  Howarth 
in  behalf  of  tlie  crown,  and  Mr* 
Graham  in  behalf  of  the  prjfoner,- 
who  having  withdrawn,  their  Lord- 
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'   liiips  fingly  delivered  their  opinion, 
'   each  of  whom  were  clearly  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  threat  of  the  prifo- 
ner,  when  he  demanded  Mr.  Fiel- 
ding's  money,    viz,    **  You  had 
:    better  comply,  or  I'll  take  you  be- 
I    fore  a  magiftrate,  and  charge  you 
'    with   an    unnatural    crime,"   was 
equivalent  to  an  aftual  violence, 
and  was  fuch  a  method  as  in  com- 
mon experience  was   likely  to  oc- 
cafion  fear,  and  induce  any  man 
to  part  with  his  property.     Lord 
.    Mansfield  with   great  energy  ob- 
j    ferved,  that  it  was  afpecious  mode 
■    of  robbery   of    late    grown    very 
common,    invented    by    fraud    to 
evade  the  law,  but  which  would 
not  fufFer  itfelf  to  be  evaded.    God 
only  knows  what  numberlefs  rob- 
beries   of  this    kind   would    have 
been   perpetrated   by  thefe  deteft- 
able  wretches  on  timorous  minds, 
if  their  Lordfhips  had  been  of  a 
different  opinion* 

Died,  At  Perfhore,  in  Worcef- 
terfhire,  in  his  55  th  yean,  the  Rev. 
J.  A(h,  LL.D.  an  eminent  Dif- 
fenting  miniller  ;  author  of  a  cele- 
brated *'  Englifli  Grammar  ;"  of 
"  The  Complete  Englifh  Dic- 
tionary ; "  of  "  Sentiments  on 
Education  j "  and  feveral  other 
publicationSi 


May. 

lExtra8  of  a  Letter  from  Irelaftd, 
dated  May  I. 

**  At  an  afTembly  held  at  the 
Tholfel  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
the_i6th  of  April,  1779,  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions  were  agreed 
to  : 

Refolved,  That  the  unjuft,  alli- 
beral,    and    impolitic    oppoiicion 
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given  by  many  felf-interefted  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain  to  the  propo- 
sed Encouragement  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  this  kinghom, 
originated  in  avarice  and  ingra- 
titude. 

Refolved,  That  we  will  notj 
direflly  or  indiredlly,  import  or 
ufe  any  goods  or  wares,  the  pro- 
duce or  manufafture  of  Great 
Britain,  which  can  be  produced  or 
maniifaftured  in  this  kingdom, — • 
till  an  enlightened  policy,  founded 
on  principles  of  juflice,  fhall  ap- 
pear to  adtlate  the  inhabitants  of 
certain  inanufaduring  towns  of 
Great  Britain,  who  have  taken  fo 
aflive  a  part  in  oppofing  the  regu- 
lations propofed  in  favour  of  the 
trade  of  Ireland :  and  that  they 
appear  to  entertain  fentiments  of 
refpeft  and  afredion  for  their  feU 
low-fuhje£ls  of  this  kingdom;" 

Laft  week  an  application  »  . 
was  made  to  the  Court  of  '  * 
Pling's  Bench,  by  Mr.  Dunning* 
for  an  Habeas  Corpus  to  bring  up 
two  lads  from  the  Nore,  who  had 
been  impreiTed;  The  affidavits  on 
which  the  application  for  the  Ha- 
beas were  grounded,  ftated  them 
to  be  apprentices ;  v/hen  Lord 
Mansfield  faid,  that  inftead  of  3 
Habeas  Corpus  he  fhould  go  a 
fllorter  way  to  work,  and  grant 
his  warrant  for  bringing  theim  be- 
fore him,  being  apprentices.  That 
he  knew  not  of  any  fuch  authority 
till  fome  years  ago,  reading  fome 
old  law  books ;  that  he  went  to 
Lord  Hardwicke,  and  confulted 
him  on  it,  who  agreed  that  it  was 
in  their  power  to  grant  their  war* 
rant  in  fuch  a  cafe  for  an  appren* 
tice  ;  that  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt 
was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  that 
there  were  feveral  precedents  for 
ic.     His  Lordlhip  ordered  the  re- 
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gular  fteps  to  be  taken  to  obtain 
the  warrant. 

,  Came  on  before  the  Barons 

'  ■  of  the  Exchequer  the  hearing 
of  a  caufe,  wherein  a  gentleman 
of  the  town  ofKinglton  upon  Hull 
was  plaintiff,  and  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Huntingdon,  vicar  of  Kiric 
Ella,  defendant.  The  fuit  was 
for  the  tythe  of  a  fmall  cjuantity 
of  potatoes,  value  17  s.  which  the 
plaintiff  claimed  as  impropriator  ; 
when,  after  a  fair  hearing,  it  was 
determined  that  potatoes  are  a 
fmall  tythe  j  and  the  Vicar's  claim 
to  all  the  final]  tythes  being  allow- 
ed, the  Barons  decided  the  caufe 
in  favour  of  the  vicar,  and  ordered 
the  plaintiff's  bill  to  be  difmiffed. 

ExtraB  of  a  LeUer  from  Winchcjier. 

©.  I,  **  On  Monday  night  a  large 
body  of  French  prifoners 
confined  in  the  King's  houfe  here, 
found  means,  to  let  theinfelves 
down  into  a  vault  in  the  north 
wing,  from  whence  tliey  cut  a  hole 
through  the  fouHdation  of  the 
building,  and  undermined  the 
ground  for  fome  diftance  ;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  an  accident  oc- 
cafioned  by  their  eagernefs  in  get- 
ting out,  in  which  a  boy's  arm 
was  broke,  andv.hcfe  fudden  cries 
inftantly  alarmed  the  centinels,  it 
is  fuppcfed  fome  hundreds  would 
have  got  off  undifcovered,  but, 
owing  to  the  above,  only  eleven- 
;nade  their  efcape." 

■L  The  bill  for  vefting  in 

the  two  univerfities,  &c. 
the  exclufive  right  of  printing  al- 
manacks, was  read  a  fecond  time; 
when  a  petition  from  Mr.  Carnan, 
bookfeller,  was  aifo  read,  praying 
to  be  heard  by  counfel  again  ft  the 
faid  bill,  which  v/as  granted  ; 
when  Mr*  Davenport  and  Mr,  ^.x- 


GISTER,    1779. 

fkine  were  both  admitted  to 
bar,  and  on  pleading  the  law 
againfl:  monopolies,  and  the  legal 
determination  of  the  courts  of 
Chancery  and  Common  Pleas,  the 
bill  was  rejeded  on  a  divifion  60 
to  40. 

This  day  the  following      .  , 
bills  were  paffed  by  com-  ' 

miffion  : 

An  aft  for  the  farther  relief  of 
ProteftantDiffenting  Minifters  and 
Schoolm  afters. 

An  a£t  to  repeal  fo  mach  of  fe- 
veral  a£ls  of  Parliament  as  prohi- 
bit  the  growth  and  produce  of  to- 
bacco in  Ireland,  and  to  permit  the 
importation  of  tobacco  of  the 
growth  and  produce  of  that  king- 
dom into  Great  Britain,  &c. 

An  aft  for  granting  a  bounty 
upon  the  importation  into  this 
kingdom  of  hemp,  of  the  growth 
of  Ireland,   for  a  limited  time. 

An  aft  for  granting  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  impofed  by  an  aft  of 
the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament  upon 
all  foreign  wines  exported  from 
Great  Britain  to  any  Britifh  colony 
in  America,  or  to  any  Britifh  fet- 
tlement  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 

An  aft  to  enable  the  Chancellor 
and  Council  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
cafler  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  certaia 
fee  farm  rents,  and  other  rents, 
ScQ. 

An  aft  for  altering  the  times  of 
holding  the  Martinmas  and  Candle- 
mas terms  in  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer in  Scotland. 

An  aft  for  better  fecuring  the 
duties  on  ftarch. 

And  to  feveral  road,  inclofure, 
and  other  bills. 

This  morning  the  Knights        1 
Elcft  oftheBathafTembled   ^^ 
in    the  Prince's    Chamber,  Weft- 
minfter.     About  half  pafi  elevea 
o'clock 
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ft'dock  the  proceffion  began  to  the 
Abbey,  after  walking  round  which 
they  entered  Henry  the  Seventh's 
chapel,  where  they  were  inHalled 
with  the  ufual  formality. 

The  Knights  inftalled  were  Sir 
Robert  Gunning,  Bart.  Sir  James 
Adolphus  Oaghton,  R.  H.  Sir 
John  Blaquiere,  Sir  George  Ho- 
ward, R.  H.  Sir  John  Irwine,  Sir 
William  Gordon,  Sir  William 
Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes,  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
SirHeftor  Munro,  Sir  James  Har- 
ris, and  the  Earl  of  Antrim. 

Sir  J.  A.  Oughton,  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Sir 
James  Harris,  and  Sir  Heftor 
Munro,  were  inltalled  by  Proxy. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Fre- 
derick fat  as  Great  JN/Ialler',  and 
did  the  bufinefs  with  eafe  and  won- 
derful propriety. 

A  gallery  was  erefted  over  the 
door  of  the  chapel,  in  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  with  two  of  the 
l^rinces  his  brothers,  the  Duke  of 
Montagu^  &c.  fat  to  fee  the  cere- 
mony. 

The  Queen,  and  others  of  the 
royal  children,  were  placed  in  a 
gallery  built  for  that  purpofe,  near 
the  great  wellern  door  of  the  Ab- 
bey, from  whence  they  had  a  full 
view  of  the  proceffion  through  the 
Abbey  to  and  from  the  chapel. 

The  whole  ceremony  was  ftnlih- 
ed  by  half  after  two,  and  in  the 
evening  a  grand  ball  was  given  by 
the  knights  who  were  inilalled,  at 
the  King's  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market,  at  which  upwards  of  looo 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  v/ere 
prefent. 

ioth  This  day  James  Matlii- 
.  '  fon  was  tried  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  for  a  forgery  upon  the 
Sank  of  England, — There  perhaps 


never  appeared  in  any  court  of  juf- 
tice  fo  capital,  nor  fo  ingenious  ft 
man  in  his  llile  as  this  prifoner. 
He  has  reigned  longer  in  his  vil- 
lainy, and  has  executed  it  with, 
mqre  dexterity  than  any  that  pro- 
bably ever  preceded  him.  His 
pradtice  for  fome  time  paft  had 
been  to  go  to  the  Bank,  and  take 
out  a  note  ;— this  he  counterfeited, 
paffed  the  copy,  and  after  fom6 
time  returned  the  original  again. 
The  frequency  of  his  applications 
at  la,fl;  however  excited  fufpicions, . 
which,  added  to  fome  other  cir- 
cumfiances,  arifuig  from  his  ap- 
pearance and  figure  in  life,  he 
was  taken  up.  On  his  apprehen- 
fion,  he  denied  the  accufation; 
called  himfelf  a  watch-maker,  and 
faid  he  lived  by  theJioneft  exercife 
of  his  employment ;  but  when  he 
was  brought  before  Sir  John  Field- 
ing, he  was  there  known  to  be  the 
perfian  who  had  been  charged  with, 
forgeries  upon  the  Bank  at  Dar- 
lington ;  and  being  told  there, 
that  his  name  was  Mathifon,  and 
not  Mathews,  as  he  had  given  out;, 
he  immediately  loft  all  confidence, 
and  taking  it  for  granted  that 
there  were  circuaiflances  already 
difcovercd  entirely  fufficient  for  his 
convift.ion  ;  he  faid,  it  was  neeil- 
lefs  to  conceal  any  thing  then^ 
and  gave  an  ample  information  of 
his  various  fraud?,  and  his  mode 
of  carrying  them  into  execution,, 
The  particular  forgery  oa  which 
he  was  charged  to-day,  was,  for 
uttering  a  twenty- pound  bank 
note.  Bank  of  England,  at  Co- 
ventry. The  note  was  produced 
in  Coart,  and  witnclTes  were 
brought  to  prove  its  having  been 
negociated  by  him.  This  fad  be- 
ing  ei^ablifhcdj  the  next  circliia. 
Ilnnce  in  confidcratiou  wiis,  to 
[0]    z  prove 
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prove  that  the  note  was  abfolutely 
a  counterfeit  one.  This  his  pro- 
fecutors  were  totally  unable  to  do, 
by  any  teftlmony  they  could,  ad- 
duce, fo  minutely,  and  fo  dexte- 
roufly  had  he  feigned  all  the  diffe- 
rent marks.  The  note  itfe'f  was 
not  only  fo  made  as  to  make  it 
altogether  impofhble  for  any  hu- 
man optic  to  perceive  a  difference, 
but  the  very  hands  of  the  cafhier 
and  the  entcing  clerk  were  alfo 
fo  counterfeited,  as  entirely  to  pre- 
clude a  pofitive  difcrimination, 
even  by  thefe  men  themfelves. 
The  water  mark  too,  namely. 
Bank  of  England,  which  the 
bankers  have  confidered  as  an  in- 
fallible criterion  of  fair  notes,  a 
mark  which  could  not  be  refein- 
bied  by  any  poffible  means,  was 
alfo  fb  hit  off  by  this  man,  as  to 
make  it  not  in  the  power  of  the 
moft  exaft  obferver  lo  perceive  a 
difference.  Several  paper-makers 
were  of  opinion  that  this  mark 
muil  have  been  put  on  in  the 
making  of  the  paper,  but  Mathi- 
fon  declared  that  he  put  it  on 
afterwards  by  a  method  peculiar 
to  himfelf,  and  known  only  to 
himfelf. — The  extreme  iimilicude 
of  the  fair  and  falfe  notes  had  fuch 
an  effedl  upon  the  Judge  and  Jury, 
that  the  prifoner  would  certainly 
have  been  difcharged  for  want  of 
evidence  to  prove  the  counterfeit, 
if  his  own  Information,  taken  at 
Fielding's,  had  not  been  produced 
againiL  him,  which  immediately 
turned  the  fcale  againft  him,  and 
he  was  found  guilty. 

,1  This  day  the  fefTions  end- 
ed at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
five  convids  received  judgment  of 
death  ;  twelve  were  fentencsd  to 
hard  labour  on  the  river  Thames  j 
thirteen  were  ordered  to  hard  la- 


bour in  the  houfes  of  correction^ 
feveral  of  v/hom  were  branded ; 
four  were  ordered  to  be  whipped; 
and  fixteen  difcharged  by  procla- 
mation. 

A  refpite  during  his  Majefty's. 
pleafure  was  fent  to  Newgate  for 
William  Walker,  a  prifoner  under 
fentence  of  death  for  burglary  in 
the  houfe  of  James  Penticrofs. 

Alfo  a  refpite,  until  the  i6th  of 
June,  was  fent  to  the  fame  jail  for 
Capt.  James  Major,  a  prifonei* 
under  the  like  fentence,  for  writing 
an  incendiary  letter  to  Sir  William 
Mufgrave. 

Sir  Thomas  Clavering,  , 
Gen.  Johnltone,  and  Mifs  ^^°* 
Maria  Clavering,  niece  to  Sir 
Thomas,  attended  the  quarter- 
feffions  at  Hicks's-hall,  to  profe- 
cuce  the  articles  of  the  peace  ex- 
hibited the  day  before  againfl  John 
Craggs,  Efq;  late  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Eaft-India  Company's  fer- 
vice,  on  behalf  of  Mifs  Clavering. 
By  the  articles,  it  appeared  that 
Mifs  Clavering  lived  in  Orchard- 
ftrtet,  Oxford-llrect,  with  her  un- 
cle ;  that  for  three  months  part  the 
lieutenant  had  followed  and  pur-. 
lued  her  with  fuch  an  unwarrant- 
able attachment  and  affeftion,  as 
juftly  alarmed  the  fears  of  Mifs 
Clavering;  that  on  the  12th  of 
May  he  wrote  her  a  letter,  in 
which,  among  other  terrifying  ex- 
prefTions,  he  made  ufe  of  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

*'  There  is  no  dillraflion  of 
mind  equal  to  that  I  fuffer  for  yoUr 
Go  where  you  will,  I  will  follow 
you,  which  may  be  attended  witlv 
confequences  too  fatal  to  mention 
here  ;  and  as  for  myfelf,  I  have 
nothing  but  my  life  to  lofe."  Mifs 
Clavering  alfo  declared,  that  (he 
did  not  exhibit  the  articles  from 
malice' 
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malice  or  hatred,  but  folely  to  a  principal  among  thefe  polite 
proteft  herfelf,  as  (lie  was  in  fear  young  ruffians.  The  fafts  being 
of  lofs    of  life,    or  bodily   harm,     fully  proved,  the  other  four  were 


For  form's  fake,  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins alked  Mifs  Clavering,  if  ever 
fhe  had  given  any  encouragement 
to  his  ad'drefles  ?  To  which  Mifs 
Clavering  replied  in  the  negative, 
and  faid  (he  had  wrote  to  him,  by 
,  her  uncle  and  friends  orders,  de- 
firing  him  never  to  fee  her  more. 
It  appeared  on  the  examination 
that  he  followed  her  to  Court,  to 
Salifbury,  Brlrtol,  Bath,  &c. 

The  lieutenant  was  called,  but 
did  not  appear,  when  the  Bench, 
confidering  his  conduft  and  terri- 


fentenced  to  a  month's  imprifon- 
ment  in  Bridewell,  and  lool.  fine 
to  be  paid  among  them  ;  but  if 
they  would  in  court  afic  the  profe- 
cutor's  pardon  oc  their  knees,  as 
they  had  compelled  him  to  a(k 
theirs,  the  court  would  take  off 
the  imprifonment :  they  abfolute- 
ly  refufed  afking  pardon  on  their 
knees.  The  fentence  flood  thus 
for  about  an  hour,  when  the  fa- 
ther of  Carter,  one  of  the  four, 
applied  to  the  court,  and  told 
them  that  his  fon   was  elefted  to 


fying  threats,  ordered  that  he  be     Chrift-coUege,   Oxford,    and  mull 


apprehended,  and  held  to  the 
peace,  as  well  to  all  his  Majefty's 
fubjefts,  as  to  Mifs  Clavering  in 
particular,  to  find  fureties  in  500I. 
each,  and  himfelf  in  loool.  for 
feven  years,  at  the  fame  time 
granting  a  warrant  againft  him, 
with  an  order  of  Court  for  an 
hour's   notice  of  bail,   with   refe- 


go  there  in  a  few  days,  or  lofe  the 
benefit  of  that  eledion.  On  this 
the  court  took  ofF  his  imprifon- 
ment. 

This  being  done,  fome  of  the 
magiftrates  moved,  that  the  reft 
might  have  iheir  imprifonment 
taken  off  alfo.  This  was  ftrongly 
oppofed  by  the  chairman,  S,ir  John 


rences  therein  to  Sir  John  Fielding  Hawkins,  and  feveral  other  jufti- 

to  take  bait.  ces,  but  on  a  divifion  it  was  car- 

Meffrs.  Kelly,  Lindfay,  Carter,  ried  to  take  off  the  imprifonment 

Hill,    Durell,     and    another,     fix  nine  againft  7. 


Weltminfterfchool-boys,were  like- 
wife  tried  for  an  affault  on  a  man 
in  Dean's-yard,  Weftminfter,  in 
January  laft,  when  they  beat  and 
wounded  him  in  a  moft  fhocking 
manner,  and  after  that  Kelly, 
with  a  drawn  knife  in  his  hand, 
faid,  *  If  you  don't  kneel  dovvn 
and  afk  pardon,  I  will  rip  you  up,' 
which  the   man  was  compelled  to 


They  then  were  direfled  to  make 
the  profecutor  fatisfaftion,  and  he 
faid,  as  he  had  before  offered  to 
take  50I.  befides  his  cofts,  he 
would  take  it  then.  The  friends 
of  the  boys  paid  the  profecutor  iti 
court  50I.  and  Mr.  Denton,  his 
attorney  20I.  for  the  cofts,  who, 
to  his  honour,  carried  on  the  pro- 
fecution  with  a  fpirit  due  to  the 
attrocious    barbarity  of  the   petty 


do  to  fave  his  life 

Hill  and  Durell  pleaded  not  guil-  claffical  bravoes 
ty,  the  reft  pleaded  guilty.  Hill  Peterjburgh,  Mayzx.  On  Sun- 
was  accjuitted  for  want  of  evidence,  day  the  new-born  Great  Duke  was 
and  Durell  found  guilty,  but  fined  baptized  at  Zarfco-Zelo,  by  the 
only  IS,  on  a  doubt  ff  his  being  name   of    Conftantinej    the  Em- 
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prefs  was  the  fponfor.  After  the 
ceremony  the  foreign  miniilers  and 
nobility  dined  v/ilh  her  Imperial 
M.ijefly  at  a  table  of  two  hundred 
covers.  On  this  occafion  feveral 
promotions  were  made  in  tiie  civil 
and  military  departments. 

Died.  Mr,  Oakes,  at  Newing- 
tcn,  'aged  107. 

In  Derbyfliire,  J.  Simpfon, 
aged  1 14. 


J     U     N    E. 

rt  Yefterday    the     following 

•    *     bills  received  the  royal  ali'cnt 
by  commiffion. 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  by 
piivate  diftillers. 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  and 
abufes  in  the  payment  of  wages  to 
perfons  employed  in  the  bone  and 
tbread-Iace  manufa^ory. 

The  bill  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  river  Lee. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  certain  duties  on  licences  to 
be  taken  out  by  perfons  letting  to 
hire  horfes  for  travelling  poft. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  aft  of 
the  1 6th  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
ibr  the  punifliment  by  hard  labour 
of  offenders,  who  fliall  become  lia- 
ble to  be  tranfported,  &-c. 

The  bill  for  taking  off  the  duty 
upon  all  fait  ufed  in  curing  pil- 
chards. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  perfons 
who  have  omitted  to  take  the 
paths  to  qualify  thernfelves  for 
offices,  &c. 

The  bill  for  difcontinuing  the 
duties  on  cotton  wool,  the  growth 
and  produftofthe  Britilh  colonies, 
in  America. 


GISTER,   I 

The  bill  for  allowing  the  impop.* 
tation  of  goods  into  this  kingdom 
from  Afia  and  Africa. 

The  bill  for  dijToIving  the  mar- 
riage of  the  Marquis  of  Carmar- 
then with  his  now  wife. 

And  feveral  road  and  inclofure 
bills. 

Came  on  before  Sir  Francis  , 
Buller  and  a  fpec;al  jury,  an  ' 
aftion  brought  on  behalf  of  the 
owners  of  the  London  Eaft-India- 
man,  who  charged  Captain  Drake, 
of  the  Ruflel  man  of  war,  with 
wilfully  and  negledlfully  running 
down  the  London ;  and  laid  their 
damages,  arifing  from  his  con- 
duft,  at  50,0001.  The  jury  were 
out  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour^ 
and  returned  with  a  verdi^  in  fa- 
vour of  the  defendant. 

By  a  lift  of  the  number  of  empty 
houfes  in  the  city  of  London,  as 
returned  by  the  deputies  of  the 
feveral  wards,  the  total  appears  to 
be  1 104,  the  rents  of  which  ar^ 
calculated  to  amount  to  26,375!. 

An  important  queftion,  in  1 
the  caufe  between  the  Rev.  ^  * 
Mr.  Sellon,  of  Clerkenwell,  and 
a  clergyman  of  Northampton-cha- 
pel, came  before  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Court.  Mr.  Sellon  inilituted  a 
fuit  againfl;  the  clergyman,  for 
quitting  the  cure  of  fouls  in  his 
own  proper  parilh,  in  Northamp-j 
tonfhire,  and  for  intruding  into 
his  parifh  of  Clerkenwell,  and 
there  reading  prayers,  preaching, 
and  doing  other  ecclefiaftical  offi- 
ces. Th?  clergyman  protelted 
againft  the  proceedings,  and  fet 
up  a  plea,  that  he  was  a  chaplain 
to  Lady  Huntingdon,  and  that 
the  right  and  privilege  of  peerage 
exempted  him  from  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  fpiritual  court,  and  that 
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tl>«  maMer  ought  to  be  tried  only 
by  the  peers  of  the  realm.  This 
point  was  very  ably  and  fully  ar- 
gued ;  and  after  a  hearing  of  three 
hours,  the  judge  declared  that  the 
defendant  was  fubjeft  to  the  jiirif- 
diiflion  of  the  court,  and  that  the 
fuit  muft  proceed  againfl  him. 
,  Were  called  to  the  bar, 

'"■  *  by  the  fociety  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  MefT.  Pepys,  Franklin, 
and  Bond.  The  celebrated  Mr. 
Home  was  likewife  a  candidate, 
but  rejefted.  The  fociety,  upon 
his  fignifying  a  defire  of  being 
called  this  term.,  having,  or  pre- 
tending to  have  a  doubt  upon  the 
propriety  of  calling  him,  applied' 
to  the  other  inns'  of  court,  to  be 
informed  by  them,  whether  they 
judged  it  proper,  that  a  clergyman 
in  full  orders  fhould  be  admitted 
to  the  bar? — Anfwers  importing 
their  determination  that  it  would 
be  improper,  being  received  from 
all  the  inns,  that  gentleman  was 
in  confequence  refufed. 

1  This     morning     Prince 

T"    '      William  Henry,  his   Ma- 

jefly's  third  fon,  fet  off  for  Portf- 

j  mouth,   to  go  on    board   Admiral 

i  Digby's  fhip,  the  grand  fleet  go- 

^  ing  out  on  a  cruize.   His  Highnefs 

goes  as  midfhipman  in  the  Prince 

Qeorge. 

This  day  the  following  bills  re- 
ceived the  royal  affent  by  virtue 
of  a  commilfion  from  his  Ma- 
ytHy,  viz. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  aft  for 
laying  a  tax  on  auftions  and  fales. 
.  The  bill  for  the  augmentation 
of  the  judges  falaries. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  additional  duties  on  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper. 

The  bill  for  veiling  in  the  Eafl: 
|»dia  company,  for  a  limited  time. 


certain  territorial  acquiiitions  ob- 
tained in  India,  &c. 

The  houfe  and  fervants  tax  bill. 

The  bill  for  railing  1,500,000!. 
by  loans,  and  the  biil  for  raifmg 
1,900,000].   by  Exchequer  bills. 

And  Bromiield's,  Sealy's,  and 
Sewell's  divorce  bills. 

Lafely  was  depofited  in      ^  , 
the  library  of  the  Univer-  ■ 

fity  of  Edinburgh  a  cabinet  of  me- 
dals, prefented  by  Princefs  Daf- 
chaw,  Countefs  of  Woronzow  ; 
containing,  i.  A  feries  of  the  So- 
vereigns of  P.uffia,  from  the  Grand 
Duke  B.urick,  who  reigned  at  No- 
vogrod,  A.D.  862,  to  the  Em- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  who  was  placed 
on  the  throne,  A  D.  1741.  2.  The 
medallic  hiilory  of  Ruffia,  in  a  fe- 
ries of  medals  ftruck  in  comme- 
moration of  the  great  events  which, 
have  happened  in  that  empire  from 
the  birth  of  Peter  the  Great,  A.D. 
1672,  to  the  birth  of  Alexander, 
fon  of  the  prefent  Grand  Duke, 
A.D.  1777.  3-  Medals  Aruck 
under  different  Sovereigns,  in  ho- 
nour of  illuHrious  perfons,  who 
had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country.  All  the 
medals  in  this  colledlioa  are  of 
exquifite  .  v/orkmanfcip.  SeverajL 
of  them  finiflied  by  Ruffian  artifls  ; 
and,  in  elegance  of  defign,  as 
well  as  e:-:ecution,  not  inferior  to 
the  medals  of  any  nation  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Sixteen  failors,  lately  tried  at 
Ipfwich  for  the  murder  of  a  publi- 
can, at  whofe  houfe  they  went  to 
imprefs  a  man,  and  their  cafe 
foandjpecial,  were  brought  before 
the  Court  of  King's-bench,  to  re- 
ceive the  final  decifion  of  that 
court ;  v/hen,  on  fome  defefl  in 
the  verdift  in  not  fixing  the  mur- 
der on  any  one  in  particular,  the 
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V/hole  were  judged  innocent,  and 
confequently  difcharged. 

o  ,  Mr.  Eeacroft,  in  behalf 

*  or  a  great  number  or  pri- 

{bners  in  the  King's-bench,  pre- 
fented  a  petii:ion  to  the  court, 
Vvith  an  afhdavit  annexed,  praying 
their  lordfhips  interference  and 
fupport,  againll  feveral  complaints 
therein  ilated,  and  ill  treatment 
they  have  received  from  a  number 
of  afibciated  prifoners,  v/ho  had, 
in  oppofition  to  all  law,  in  defiance 
of  the  marlhal's  power,  and  con- 
trary to  all  ideas  of  honefty  and 
humanity,  ereded  themfelyes  into 
^  kind  of  tribunal,  difpofed  Oi  the 
property,  and  inflifted  corporal 
punifhment  on  all  who  refufed  to 
comply  v/ith  their  violent  and  un- 
juft  commands. 

Mr.  Beacroft  faid,  that  a  Capt. 
philips  and  a  Mr.  Chillingfworth 
had  fafnioned  a  Court  of  King's- 
bench  within  the  walls  of  the  pii- 
ibn,  and  that  the  former  lliled 
himfelf  marfiiall,  the  latter  his 
deputy.  Thar,  afiifted  by  about 
So  more,  they  iffued  precepts, 
fumnionfes,  orders,  decrees,  exe- 
cutions, &c.  againft  the  perfons 
and  property  of  prifoners,  and 
committed  many  flagrant  adls  of 
oppreffion  and  injuitice,  which 
Mr.  Beacroft  obferved  did  not  call 
for  any  particular  motion,  but 
jtiight  be  fubmitted  in  the  grofs  to 
the  wifdom  and  humanity  of  the 
court.  The  petition  and  affidavit 
were  read,  which  formed  nine  dif- 
ferent complaints  to  the  court. 
That  there  were  only  140  rooms 
in  the  prifon,  and  near  600  pri- 
foners ;  that  they  were  difpofftfTt-d 
of  their  rooms,  at  the  will  and 
difcretion  of  the  above  court ;  that 
their  property  was  alfo  feized  on 
^n4   difpofe4   of    as    that    court 


thought  fit :  that  the  aftual  maF- 
Ihall  of  the  King's-bench  had  not 
vifited  the  bench  above  three  times 
in  the  laft  year:  that  the  above 
court  confilted  of  prifoners,  who 
had  long  been  intitled  to  their 
difcharges ;  that  they  refufed  to 
go  out,  becaufe  in  that  caf»  they 
would  be  obliged  to  give  up  their 
property  to  their  juil  creditors? 
that  that  court  by  their  oppreffions 
and  extortions  had  even  railed  the 
price  of  rooms  from  50I.  to  70]. 
per  annum :  that  they  claimed 
them  by  feniority,  and  let  rooms 
out,  not  chufing  to  live  in  them 
on  that  account?  that  numbers  of 
them  had  been  long  fuperfedable, 
or  intitled  to  their  difcharges  un- 
der infolvent  a£ts  and  lords  afts : 
and  lalHy,  that  fuch  was  the  vio- 
lence and  enormities  committed  by 
them,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  opr 
pofc  or  refufe  to  obey,  and  there- 
fore prayed  the  court's  interpofir 
tion.  This  complaint  ^ord  Manf- 
field  faid  called  for  immediate  re- 
drefs,  but  in  doing  that  he  confefr 
fed  himfelf  at  a  lofs  how  to  fteer, 
as  in  doing  juftice  to  the  dillreffed 
prifoner,  he  might  injure  the  cre- 
ditor, who  equally  called  for  his 
attention.  The  court  were  form- 
ing feveral  refolutions  thereon, 
v/hich  feemed  to  militate  againft 
its  own  intention,  fuch  as  dif- 
charging  thofe  intitled  to  their  dif- 
charges. Sec.  Vv'hen  Mr.  Dunning 
framed  the  following  order  of 
court,  '  that  every  prifor^er  who 
had  been  fuperfedable  hx  months, 
and  who  had  not  been  fuperfeded, 
fhould  be  difcharged  immediately, 
unlefs  fuch  prifoner  fhould  be 
charged  with  a  freOi  aftion,  and 
that  then  he  fhould  lofe  the  benefit 
of  his  feniority.'  This  fully  met 
the  intentio;^  of  the  court,   and 
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X^ord  Mansfield  faid  he  faw  the 
wifdom  of  it,  as  many  prifoners 
intitled  to  their  difcharges  would 
procure  friendly  aftions  to  keep 
them  in  prifon,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  holding  the  rooms,  which 
this  order  \vould  effectually  flop. 
The  court  alfo  came  to  another  re- 
folution,  which  was,  that  every 
prifoner  fliould  inhabit  the  room 
he  held ;  and  laltly,  that  Capt. 
Philips  be  brought  up  on  Monday 
next,  as  the  head  of  the  aflbcia- 
tion,  to  anfwer  perfonally  for  the 
violence  and  outrages  committed 
on  diftrefTed  and  injured  prifoners, 
by  him  and  his  defperadoes ;  by 
the  firft  order  near  100  prifoners 
will  be  difcharged,  and  new  ones 
obtain  rooms  on  moderate  terms. 

J  Yeilerday,    purfuant    to 

an  order  of  the  Court  of 
King's  -  bench,  on  Friday  laft, 
Capt.  Thomas  Philips  was  brought 
up  a  prifoner  from  the  King's- 
bench  prifon,  touching  the  Court 
of  King's- bench  within  the  prifon, 
of  which  court  Captain  Philips 
afted  as  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  and 
of  whom  complaint  had  been  then 
made,  as  guilty  of  many  a£ls  of 
oppreffion  to  his  fellow  prifoners, 
in  his  affumed  charafter.  Captain 
Philips,  in  his  affidavit,  ftated, 
that  the  court  was  formed  before 
he  became  a  prifoner ;  that  foon 
after  his  confinement,  he  was  una- 
nimoufly  eledled  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice, and  that  the  court  was  not 
of  his  fubftitiuing,  but  committed 
to  his  prefidency.  That  the  court 
was 'highly  ferviceable  to  the  com- 
munity, preventing  confufion  and 
diforder,  and  enforcing  regula- 
rity. 

Mr.  Beacroft,  counfel  for  the 
petitioning  prifoners,  the  foremoft 
of  whom  is  a  mailer  fmith,  made 


no  obfervation  to  the  court  on  the 
alledged  offence  or  open  defence, 
but  moved,  *'  That  as  the  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's-bench 
prifon,  flood  charged  in  executioa 
as  a  prifoner  at  the  fuit  of  the 
crown  (for  fmuggling),  and  as  there 
were  alfo  feveral  detainers  lodged 
againft  him  as  well  for  criminal 
as  civil  matters,  he  be  removed 
from  the  feat  of  his  jurifdiftion, 
to  the  New  Jail  in  the  Borough.'* 
Lord  Mansfield  recapitulated  his 
former  abhorrence  of  the  illegal 
and  oppreffive  meafures  of  that 
felf-created  court,  declared,  that 
if  it  was  continued,  the  members 
thereof  fliould  be  proceeded  againft 
with  the  higheft  feverity ;  and  as 
an  example,  ordered  his  brother 
Juftice  to  be  inftantly  carried  to 
the  confined  purlieus  of  the  New 
jail.  His  lordihip  mentioned  alfo, 
that  one  hundred  prifoners  were, 
on  examination,  found  to  be  dif- 
chargeablc,  and  who  were  volun- 
tary prifoners,  in  the  benefit  of 
letting  out  rooms,  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  fmuggling,  of  which 
number  was  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Philips,  and  that  a  very  confider- 
able  feifure  had  been  made  on  Sa- 
turday laft.  Mr.  Philips  was  im- 
mediately put  into  a  coach,  and 
carried  to  his  new  lodgings. 
'    This    day    was   held    a  , 

Common  Hall  at  Guild-  ^'^'"* 
hall,  for  the  choice  of  fuch  officers 
belonging  to  the  corporation  as 
are  annually  eledled  on  this  day. 
As  foon  as  the  common  cryer  had 
opened  the  court,  Mr.  Alderman 
Town  fend  came  forward  with  a 
letter  in  his  hand,  which  he  faid 
he  had  received  from  Mr.  Oliver, 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  Par- 
liament for  this  city,  which  with 
their  leave  he  would  read. 

The 
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The  purport  of  it  was,  that  be- 
ing obliged  to  fail  for  the  Weft 
Indies  fooner  than  he  expefted, 
he  begged  Mr.  Townfend  would 
acquaint  the  livery  of  his  intention 
to  refign  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  but  would  not  accept 
of  a  place  from  the  crown  to  va- 
cate it,  till  fuch  time  as  he  had 
their  concurrence,  and  therefore 
defired  him,  at  the  firft  Common 
Hall  that  was  called^  to  acquaint 
the  livcj-y  thereof,  and  not  make 
the  intention  known  till  that  time, 
Jefl  any  advantages  might  be  taken 
of  it  ; — that  their  determination 
jT>ight  bc.fent  him,  and  his  anfwer 
received  time  enough  to  choofe  a 
Enember  in  his  room  before  the 
next  feilion.  ' 

The  above  was  received  with 
great  applaufe,  Mr.  Townfend 
j^fTuring  the  livery  that  Mr.  Oliv.er 
knew  he  would  not  make  any  bad 
yfe  of  the  prior  knowledge  of  the 
intended  vacancy,  as  he  did  not 
intend  to  offer  hirafelf  as  a  candi- 
date. 

The  eleftion  for  fheriffs  then 
came  on,  when  the  feveral  alder- 
Kien  that  had  not  ferved  that  ofRce 
were  called  over,  viz.  Meff.  Kirk- 
man,  Wooldridge,  Wright,  Pugh, 
and  Sainfbury ;  the  firit  of  thefe 
had  a  great  number  of  hands,  the 
fccond  was  hifled  immoderately. 
MeiT.  Wright  and  Pugh  had  almoft 
all  the  hands  up,  and  Mr.  Sain- 
ibury  was  very  much  clapped. 

Meffrs.  Mackreth  and  Taylor, 
who  had  been  drank  to  by  the 
mayors,  and  Meffrs.  Watfon  and 
Eloxam,  propofed  by  the  livery, 
were  put  up,  and  were  received 
with  clapping  of  hands ;  on  which 
the  eltnTiion  was  declared,  in  fa- 
vour of  Mefl".  Pugh  and  Wright  ; 
but  a  poll  was  demanded  for  Mr. 
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Kirkman,    which  was  withdrawni' 
by  his  own  defire,  in  a  handfome 
fpeech.     The  reft  of  the  officers 
were  re-chofen ;  and   a  new  ale- 
conner eledted. 

Died.  Sir  John  Delafont,  Kt. 
aged  96,  Clerk  Controller  of  the 
kitchen  to  George  I. 

At  Mile-end,  Mrs.  M,  Grimes, 
aged  106. 

William  Kenrick,  LL.D.  a  gen- 
tleman well  known  in  the  literary 
world. 

Lately,  at  Uttoxeter,  Mifs  Man- 
gle :  about  two  months  fince, 
while  diverting  herfelf  with  a  fpy- 
ing-glafs,  the  rays  of  the  fun  fet 
fire  to  her  clothes,  and  burnt  her 
fo  as  to  occafion  her  death. 


JULY. 

An  aftion  brought  by  Sir  « 
Alex.  Leith,  Bart,  againft  Mr.  ' 
Pope  for  falfe  irnprifonment,  and 
a  malicious  profecution  for  a  pre- 
tended felony  (which  was  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  and  the  plaintiff 
in  this  aSion  honourably  acquit- 
ted), vyas  tried  before  Sir  William 
De  Grey  at  Guildhall,  and  a  ver- 
dift  of  lOjOool.  damages  given  to 
the  plaintiff. 

Vienna,  June  26.  This  capital 
was  greatly  alarmed  this  morning, 
about  nine  o'clock,  by  the  blow- 
ing up  of  a  large  powder  maga- 
zine in  the  out-ikirts  of  one  of 
the  fuburbs,  in  which  about  forty 
artillery-men  were  employed  in 
filling  cartridges,  whereby  many 
lives  were  loft.  The  roofs  of 
many  houfes  in  the  adjoining  fu- 
burb  v/ere  confiderably  damaged  ; 
and  it  is  feared  that  numbers  of 
pjsople  may  have  been  maimed  or 
deftroyed. 
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deftroyed.  Prince  Charles  Lkh- 
tenftein,  the  governor  of  the  town, 
went  immediately  to  the  fort,  and 
all  poffible  affillance  was  given. 
The  Emperor  himfelf  arrived  from 
Laxenbourg  with  the  utmoil  expe- 
dition ;  and,  by  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty's  orders,  all  means  were  ufed 
to  give  the  fpeediell:  relief  to  the 
Surviving   fufferers. 

,  His    Majefty  went  to  the 

3  '  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  royal  aflent  to. 

An  aft  for  removing  certain  dif- 
ficulties with  refpeft  to  the  more 
fpeedy  and  efFeftual  manning  of 
his  Majefty's  navy,  for  a  limited 
time. 

An  aft  for  augmenting  the  mi- 
litia.    And  to  one  private  bill. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-two 
bills  received  the  royal  aifent, 
which  is  the  greatefi:  number 
known  in  one  fellions  for  many 
years. 

1  A  proclamation  was  ilTued, 
"  '  charging  all  officers  civil  and 
military,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  to 
caufe  all  horfes,  oxen,  and  cattle 
and  provifions,  to  be  driven  from 
the  fea  coaft  to  places  of  fecurity, 
that  the  fame  may  not  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

Cunningham,  who  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  at  the  beginning  of  the 
American  troubles,  and  who  took 
the  Dutch  mail,  was  brought  pri- 
foner  to  Falmouth  in  the  Gran- 
tham packet  from  New  York,  and 
Jodged  in  the  caftle  there. 


loth. 


The  feffions  at  the  Old 


Bailey,  which  began  on 
Wednefday,  ended,  when  the  fe- 
ven  following  received  fentence  of 
(leath.  James  Barret,  for  a  rape  ; 
Tho.  Rickets,  for  houfe-breaking  ; 
Mich.  Brannon,  and  Martin  Gai- 


lavan,  for  a  highway  robbery; 
Lucy  Johnfon,  (a  black),  for  a 
robbery  in  a  houfe  of  ill  fame  ; 
Rt.  Roberts,  Wm.  M'Kenzie,  for 
ftealing  a  horfe,  and  Pat.  Doyle 
for  being  an  accelTary  before  the 
faft. 

The  fame  day  was  tried  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  an  indiftment  brought 
by  a  butcher  in  Whitechapel  againft 
a  young  gentleman   of  the  clever, 
for  publifhing  a  libellous  ballad, 
reflefting  in  the  groficft  manner  oa 
the    chaftity    of    the    profecutor's 
daughter,  to  whom  the  defendant 
paid  his  addrelfes,  which  not  meet- 
ing with    fuccefs,    he   in   revenge 
made  a  fong,  that  in  direft  terms 
charged  the  objeft  oi  his  afFeftions 
with  being  a  iirumpet.     He  em- 
ployed a  man  to  fing  this   curious 
ditty  in    the  open   market.     The 
father,   being  informed  of  the  au- 
thor,  went  to  him,  and   was   an- 
fvvered,    *  What,  does  the  cap  fie 
you  .''  then  you  may  wear  it.' — The 
daughter   was    now    become    the 
fport  of  the  market,  and  her  lover 
even  pointed  her  out  to  a  throng 
of  fpeftators,    who  joined  in   the 
ridicule.       Mr.  Howarth    opened 
the  profecution  very  gravely  ;  he 
allowed  that  the  fong  was  fo  ridi- 
culoufly  laughable,  that  the  jury 
had  a  right  to  exercife  their  rili- 
ble  features ;  but  when  that  fpirit 
of  humour  had  fubfided,  theymuft 
agree   with  him,    that  it    was   a 
cafe  that  called   for  the  moft  fe- 
rious   confideration ;  the  peace  of 
a   family,  the  reputation  of  a  vir- 
tuous woman,   had   been   fcanda- 
loufly   defamed    by   the  malicious 
and  meditated  contrivance  of  the 
defendant.     Mr.  Morgan,  on   the 
other  fide,  kept  the  court  in  a  roar 
of  laughter,  by  a  fpeech  excellently 

con- 
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contrafted  to  that  of  Mr.  Howarth  ; 
but  the  attempt  to  turn  the  whole 
cafe  into  a  trifling,  unguarded  ftep 
of  his  client,  failed,  as  the  Re- 
corder, in  his  charge,  confidcred 
it  in  an  alarming  point  of  view, 
as  a  preconcerted  fcheme  to  rbin 
the  young  woman,  and  deftroy  the 
happinefs  of  the  family.  Jrle  was 
found  guilty,  paid  20I.  cofts  of  the 
profecution,  afked  pardon  in  court, 
and  agreed  to  recant  his  retiec- 
tions  in  the  public  prints. 

,  Laft  week  was  tried  in 

*4-^"-  the  Court  of  King's-bench, 
Guildhall,  London,  before  Sir 
Frances  BuUer,  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  right  of  a  claim  fee  up 
by  the  city  of  London,  to  a  duty 
of  fixpence  per  load  on  hay  fold 
in  Smithfield,  not  the  property 
of  freemen  of  London.  This 
claim  was  difputed  by  feveral  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Finchley,  who 
fet  up  a  contrary  claim  to  an  ex- 
emption from  paying  the  faid  duty. 
On  the  part  of  the  city  of  London 
it  was  contended,  that  the  corpo- 
ration thereof  were  by  immemorial 
cuftom,  and  royal  grants,  intitled 
to  the  receipt  of  hay-toll  in  Smith- 
field-market,  from  all  non  -  free- 
men ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Finchley  had,  repeatedly,  as  was 
proved,  paid  the  faid  hay-toll  ;  to 
which  cafe  was  added  the  tefti- 
mony  of  divers  old  toll-gatherers, 
who  depofed  that  they  took  the 
duty  of  all  non-freemen  whatever. 
The  defendants  fet  up  a  claim  to 
an  exemption  granted  in  lavour  of 
the  Bifhop  of  London,  and  his 
men  or  tenants,  by  King  John, 
whereby  they  were  relieved  from 
the  payment  of  fuch  duties  and 
tolls ;  to  which  they  added  the  tef- 
timony  of   divers  old    witnefles. 
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who  depofed  that  they  had  foraff 

thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years  fjnce, 
fold  hay  at  Smithfield,  without 
paying  the  fix-pence  per  load,  of 
late  years  demanded,  and  received 
by  the  collectors  of  duties  and 
tolls  in  that  market ;  but  as  it  did 
not  appear  that  Finchley  was  a 
manor  belonging  to  the  Bifhop  of 
London,  at  the  time  the  aforefaid 
exemption  was  granted  to  his  te- 
nants, and  as  the  exceptions  with 
refpedil  to  the  payment  of  the  dif- 
puted duty  were  dubious,  a  ver- 
dift  was  given  for  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. 
A  Regifter  of  the  Weather      ^  , 

for  Seven  Days  paft. 
N.  K.  It  was    taken   in    London, 
the   inftrument   on    an    Eaftern 
afpeft,  and  in  the  fhade. 
Farenheit's  Thermometer, 

Ev.  9.         Wind.     * 
79  N. 

N. 
N. 
N.E.bvN. 
N.E.byN. 
.E.byN, 
E. 
71  I  _  E. 
The  extreme  heat  felt  in  the 
coorfe  of  laft  week  occafioned  the 
above  obfervation,  the  truth  of 
which  may  be  depended  upon.  In 
the  middle  column,  or  afternoon  3, 
the  heat  has  been  fo  great  as 
fcarcely  ever  to  have  been  remem- 
bered in  this  climate;  and  as  a 
confirmation  of  its  intenfenefs,  Mr. 
Fofter,  in  his  laft  publiflied  obfer- 
vations  on  the  South  -  American 
iflands,  which  are  in  the  torrid 
zone,  and  of  courfe  under  a  verti- 
cal fun,  direftly  over  their  heads, 
with  no  (hadovv,  fays,  that  the 
heat  is  generally  from  80  degrees 
to  go ;  nowj  upon  iufpeftion  of 
'6  *^         th$ 
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the  above  column,  there  will  be 
found  four  days  out  of  feven  above 
80;' on  the  i6th  even  at  83,  a 
great  height  indeed  for  us. 

J  On    Friday  laft   died,  in 

the  31(1  year  of  his  age,  at 
Oxford,  that  king  of  horfes,  Old 
Ma(k,  late  the  property  of  the  Earl 
of  Abingdon,  and  fire  of  many  of 
the  firft  racers  ever  known  in  this 
country  ;  among  which  are  Eclipfe, 
Tranfic,  Shark,  Pretender,  Mag- 
nolio.  Leviathan,  Mafquerade,  &c. 
&c. 

Capt.  Caton,  formerly 
mafter  of  a  fhip  in  the  mer- 
chants fervice,  but  having  acquired 
a  fortune  had  quitted  the  fed,  was 
during  the  courfe  of  the  month 
forcibly  feized  by  a  prefs  gang  on 
the  public  exchange  at  Briftol,  and 
carried  on  board  a  tender.  He 
has  fince  been  releafed,  but  not 
before  his  friends  had  applied  to 
the  navy-board,  and  had  moved 
for  a  habeas  corpus  to  procure  his 
enlargement. 

Died.  One  Jean  Aragus,  a  na- 
tive of  the  village  of  Lallua,  in  Tur- 
key, near  Ragufa,  died  on  the  6ch 
of  March  laft,  in  the  123d  year  of 
his  age,  leaving  defcendants  to  the 
fifth  generation,  confifring  of  160 
perfons,  all  living  in  the  fame  vil- 
lage :  he  had  his  health  to  the  laft, 
was  blefTed  with  an  extraordinary 
memory  and  found  judgment,  and 
pafted  his  laft  moments  without 
pain,  extending  his  blefling  to  his 
furrounding  family.  He  always 
lived  a  life  of  labour,  and  walked 
a  great  deal,  a  very  little  time  be- 
fore his  death  walked  a  very  con- 
fiderable  diftance  to  mafs,  accord- 
ing to  his  ufual  cuftom.  The  em- 
ployment of  his  early  days  was  to 
conduft   the   caravans ;    he  after- 
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wards  took  to  farming,  which  he 
purfued  with  great  induftry,  intel- 
ligence, and  fuccefs ;  he  always 
lived  very  temperately,  and  his 
known  honefty  and  good  qualities 
made  him  efteemed  while  living, 
and  regretted  when  dead,  even  by 
the  Turks  themfelves,  who  are 
not  very  apt  to  efteem  people  of 
a  different  perfuaiion  from  them- 
felves. 


AUGUST. 

At  Newcaftle  was  tried,  . 
before  Mr.  JufticeBuller,  and  ^"' 
a  Special  Jury,  an  ifTue  direfted 
by  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  the 
long  contefted  caufe  between  the 
Redor  of  Simonburn  and  the  oc- 
cupiers of  ancient  farms  within 
that  parifh,  relative  to  a  claim 
made  by  the  former  of  agiftment 
tithe  in  kind.  The  queftion  for 
the  determination  of  the  jury  in 
this  iffue  was,  whether  a  modua 
of  id.  which  Dr.  Scott  infifted  was 
for  Hay-tithe,  did  or  did  not  ex- 
tend to  grafs  agifted  or  eaten  by 
unprofitable  cattle?  After  a  long 
hearing,  the  jury  gave  a  verdi'ffc 
againft  the  reftor,  upon  the  clear- 
eft  evidence,  to  the  entire  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  learned  judge  who 
tried  the  caufe. 

At  the  aflizes  for  the  coari-  ^  , 
ty  of  Surry  was  tried,  before 
Lord  Mansfield,  a  caufe  wherein 
the  inhabitants  of  Walworth  were 
plaintiffs,  and  the  Commiffioners 
of  Sewers  defendants.  The  mat- 
ter in  queftion  was,  *'  Whether  a 
houfe  no  way  benefited  by  the 
Sewers,  or  any  of  the  faid  com- 
miffioners works,  had  a  right  to 
be  by  them  affeffed.'  After  very 
learned 
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learned  debates  for  upwards  of 
three  hours,  the  jury  gave  a  ver- 
didl  for  the  plaintiiTs. 

,  The     deputy  -  recorder 

'  *  made  the  report  to  his  Ma- 
jelly  in  council  of  the  feven  capi- 
tal convids  now  under  fentence  of 
death  in  Newgate,  when  the  five 
following  were  ordered  for  execu- 
tion on  Wednefday  the  25th  in- 
Hant,  viz.  Michael  Brannon  and 
Martin  Gallavan,  alias  Gallaway, 
Lucy  Johnfon,  a  blade  woman, 
Thomas  Ricketts,  and  James  Bar- 
rett. Johnfon  was  afterwards  re- 
prieved, and  the  others  executed. 

The  two  fciiovving  were  refpited 
during  his  Majefty's  plcafure, 
viz.  Kenneth  William  Williams 
M'Kenzie,  alias  William  Murray, 
and  Patrick  Doyle. 

This  day  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  preceded 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sellon,  with  many 
of  the  commilhoners  for  pavements, 
and  inhabitants  of  Clerkenwel!  ; 
the  artificers  and  workmen,  v/ith 
the  fevcral  enfigns  of  their  refpec- 
tive  employments,  and  followed 
by  a  train  of  juftices  of  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  clofed  by  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  chairman,  went  from 
Hicks's-hall  to  Clerkenwell-green, 
where  his  Grace  laid  the  founda- 
tion ftone  of  the  new  Court-houfe 
to  be  there  erefted  in  the  room  of 
Hicks's  hall.  The  following  is  a 
tranflation  of  the  infcription  placed 
under  the  flone  : 

"  The  firil  ftone  of  this  SefTion- 
boufe,  eresEted  for  the  ufe  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  for  other 
good  and  neceiTary  purpofes,  for 
the  better  performance  of  the 
JLing's  fervice  in  the  faid  county, 
in  purfuance  of  an  acl  of  parlia- 
ment made  and  pafTed  in  the  18th 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
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the  Third,  was  laid  by  the  mo^ 
noble  and  puiiTant  Prince  Hugh 
Duke  and  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, Cuftos  Rotulofum  of  the 
faid  county,  at  the  requef},  and  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Commiirionera 
appointed  for  building  the  iaid 
Seflion-houfe,,  on  Friday  the  zoth 
day  of  Augull,    1779." 

The  wonian  v/ho  fet  her  , 
houfe  on  fire  in  Warwick-  ' 
lane,  was  examined  before  Alder- 
man Pugh,  at  Guildhall,  when  ic  ^ 
sppeared  that  her  goods  were  in- 
fured  for  700 1.  though  all  fhe  had 
in  the  houfe  was  not  worth  60 1. 
When  fhe  gave  the  alarm  of  firei 
flie  thought  the  houfe  pair  recover- 
ing, being  in  flames  in  feveral 
places ;  and  fhe  particularly  made 
an  outcry  after  a  box,  which  flie 
faid  was  full  of  lace  and  other 
goods  to  the  value  of  300!.  but 
when  found,  was  full  of  nething 
but  combuflibles.  She  had  fet  ic 
on  fire,  and  the  back  part  of  it 
was  burning,  as  were  feveral  othet" 
pieces  of  furniture  in  the  fame 
room.  She  behaved  with  uncom- 
mon audacity,  and  charged  the 
perfon  who  was  chieily  inftrumen- 
tal  in  her  dete£lion  with  a  crimi- 
nal intercourfe  with  her  maid,  a 
Dutch  girl,  who  could  hardly  fpeak 
Englifh,  and  who  had  been  with 
her  but  a  few  days.  Circumftances 
were  ll:rong  againft  her^  and  fhd 
was  committed  to  gaol. 

Extra<^  of  a   Letter  from  Dublirii 
Auguli  17. 

"  At  thf  fummer  affiles  for  the. 
county,  and  county  of  the  city  of 
Waterford,  the  High  Sheriff,- 
Grand  Juries,  and^principal  inha- 
bitants met,  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  into  confideration  the  pre- 
fent  ruinous  ftate  cf  the  trade  and 
HTianu- 
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inanufaflures,  and  the  alarming 
decline  in  the  value  of  the  ftaple 
commodities  of  this  kingdom  ;  and 
looking  npon  it  as  an  indifpenfible 
duty  that  they  owed  their  county 
and  themfelves,  to  reitrain,  by 
every  means  in  their  pov.'er,  thefe 
growing  evils,  they  came  to  and 
figned  the  follovving  refolutions, 
to  the  number  of  166. 

"  Refolved,  That  we,  our  fa- 
milies, and  all  Vv'hom  we  can  in- 
fluence, fhall,  from  this  day,  wear 
and  make  ufe  of  the  manufadlures 
of  this  country,  and  this  country 
only,  until  fuch  time  as  all  par- 
tial rellriftions  on  our  trade,  im- 
pofed  by  the  illiberal  and  contrac- 
ted policy  of  our  filler  kingdom, 
be  removed  :  but  if,  in  conie- 
quence  of  this  our  refolution,  the 
xnanufafturers  (whofe  intereft  we 
have  more  immediately  under  con- 
fideration)  ilioald  z£t  fraudulently, 
or  rombine  to  impofe  upon  the 
public,  v/e  fhall  hold  otirfelves  no 
longer  bound  to  countenance  and 
fupport  them, 

"  Refolved,  That  v/e  will  not 
deal  with  any  merchant  or  fhop- 
keeper  who  fhall,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  be  detefted  in  impofing 
any  foreign  manufacture  as  the  ma- 
Bufafture  of  this  country." 
^  I  Laft  week  a  labourer,  in 

digging  for  the  foundation 
of  the  intended  portico  for  the 
.  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury's  grand 
entrance  to  his  Park  near  Lambeth, 
church,  found  a  trunk,  to  appear- 
ance like  the  cafe  of  a  fovvling- 
P'.ece,  when  packed  up  for  expor- 
tation, whicb  contained  the  leg- 
bones  of  a  man,  together  with  a  cu- 
rious antique  flioe ;  and  notv/ith- 
flanding  the  bones,  after  being  eX- 
pofed  to  the  air^  fell  to  duft^  the)hoe. 
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though  leather,  ftill  remained  per- 
fedl  and  intire.  It  is  fuppofed  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society  to  have  been  the  leg-bones 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  whofe 
leg,  from  being  loaded  with  a 
heavy  chain  during  his  imprifon- 
ment  at  the  time  of  the  confine- 
ment of  the  Biihops  Hooper,  Rid- 
ley, and  Latimer,  in  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury's  tower,  near 
about  the  time  of  the  recantation 
cf  Archbifhop Cranmer,  had  morti- 
fied, and  was  cut  off.  This  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1555,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Mary. 

We  have  from  Kingfton,  „  , 
in  Jamaica,  the  following 
account  of  the  burning  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fhip  Glafgow  :  it  was  occa- 
fioned  by  the  careleflnefs  of  the 
Steward,  in  going  down  to  the 
hold  with  a  candle  in  his  hand  to 
draw  rum,  sfnd  the  fhip  was  in- 
tirely  confumed,  notwithflanding 
every  effort  was  ufed  by  Captain 
Lloyd,  his  officers  and  crew.  The 
Captain  feeing  no  profpeft  of  lav- 
ing the  fliip,  ordered  the  powder 
to  be  thrown  overboard  ;  to  which 
conduct  the  fhipping  in  the  har- 
bour, and  even  the  town,  owe 
their  prefervation  :  no  lives  were 
loft  except  the  Mafter,  who  was 
fnatched  out  of  the  flames  mifer- 
ably  fcorched,  and  died  next  morn- 
ing on  board  his  Majefly's  bri- 
gantine  Badger,  in  which  Capt. 
Lloyd,  his  officers,  and  men,  failed 
on  Thurfday  laft  for  Port  Royal. 
The  inhabitants  were  thrown  into 
confufion,  as  her  broadfide  lay  to- 
wards the  town,  and  the  guns  be- 
ing all  loaded,  went  off  as  the  fire 
approached  them,  the  fiiot  of  which 
damaged  feveral  houfes,  but  hap- 
pily did  no  other  execution. 

SUMMER 
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At  Oxford,  two  were  capitally 
convifted. 

At  Salifbury,  two — one  of  whom 
was  the  noted  highwaywoman— 
both  were  reprieved. 

At  Hereford,  two. 

At  Cambridge,  one — reprieved. 

At  Huntingdon,  one — repriev- 
ed. 

At  Chelmsford,  fix — four  re- 
prieved. 

At  Worcefter,  one — reprieved. 

At  Stafford,  three — two  repriev- 
ed. 

At  Croydon  (for  Surry)  fix. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Somerfet,  Sir  William  Yea,  Bart, 
by  the  fentence  of  the  Crown 
Judge,  under  three  profecutions, 
two  for  forcible  entries,  and  the 
other  for  a  very  outrageous  afTault 
on  his  tenant's  wife,  was  fined 
looi.  and  ordered  to  be  imprifoned 
in  the  county  jail  for  two  months. 

At  Bridgewater,  two. 

At  York,  four — three  reprieved. 

At  Bury,  one. 

Dorchefter, Durham,  Newcafile, 
Norfolk,  and  Buckingham,  proved 
maiden. 

Naples,  Aug.  lo.  On  Sunday 
night,  the  8th  inftant,  we  had 
the  moft  tremendous  eruption  of 
Mount  Vefuvius  that  can  be  ima- 
gined, and  fuch  as  the  oldell  per- 
son here  never  experienced.  For 
fome  preceding  days  the  volcano 
had  been  very  noiiy  and  unquiet, 
throwing  up  red-hot  ftones,  and 
emitting  lava  at  times,  but  not 
freely.  Between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock  the  difcharge  of  ftones  and 
inflamed  matter  from  the  crater 
increafed  every  inftant,  and  then 
burft  into  one  complete  ftieet  of 
fire,    which  mounted   Itrait,  and 
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continued  in  full  force  about  1^ 
minutes,  when  it  ceafed  abruptly. 
The  elevation  of  that  column  of 
lire  was  at  leaft  equal  to  three  times 
that  of  Mount  Vefuvius  itfelf, 
which  rifes  upwards  of  three  thou* 
fand  feven  hundred  feet  perpendi- 
cularly above  the  level  of  the  fea. 
The  whole  cone  of  Vefuvius,  and 
part  of  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tain of  Somma,  were  foon  covered 
with  red-hot  ftones  and  liquid  bur- 
ning matter,  which  fet  fire  to 
woods,  houfes,  vineyards,  &c.  The 
great  fall  of  this  tremendous  co- 
lumn of  fire  was  chiefly  on  the 
country  of  Ottaiano,  where  it  has 
deftroyed  the  habitations  of  twelve 
thoafand  people,  and  the  land  is 
covered  with  a  ftratum  of  fcoriag 
and  erupted  matter  of  about  the 
thicknefs  of  two  or  three  feet: 
fome  of  the  ftones  that  fell  there 
weighed  above  an  hundred  pounds; 
and  as  that  country,  on  the  other 
fide  of  Somma,  muft  be  (in  a  di* 
red  line)  at  leaft  four  miles  from 
the  cr:.iter  of  Vefuvius,  the  ex- 
treme height  of  the  column  of  fire 
above  mentioned  feems  to  be  con- 
firmed.—  Caccia-Bella,  a  hunting- 
feat  of  their  Sicilian  Majefties^ 
fituated  between  Ottaiana  and 
Nola,  is  likewife  deftroyed,  and 
it  is  feared  many  people  have  pe- 
riftied  ;  but  as  yet  no  exaft  account 
of  this  melancholy  accident  is 
publiftied,  ail  being  in  the  utmoil 
confternation.  The  inhabitants 
of  Portici,  Torre  del  Greco,  and 
of  Torre  del  Annonciata,  have 
fled  ;  and  as  their  fituation  is 
much  nearer  to  the  volcano  than 
the  country  deftroyed,  they  mnft 
have  fuffered  more,  had  not  the 
wind  been  much  in  their  favour, 
and  carried  all  the  erupted  matter 
in  a  oontrary  diredlion. 

Yefterday 
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Yeflerday  Vefuvius  was  much 
agitated,  and  threw  violently,  but 
nothing  in  comparifon  of  what  is 
above  related.  Until  the  lava 
(which  by  its  confinement  in  the 
bowels  of  the  mountain  occafions 
thefe  horrid  fpafms)  finds  a  vent, 
we  cannot  be  free  from  the  appre- 
henfions  of  an  earthquake,  whicli 
might  do  great  damage  to  this  ca- 
pital. 

The  Appearance  of  the  eruption 
on  Sunday  night  was  far  beyond 
defcription:  clouds  of  the  blackoft 
fmoke  accompanied  the  liquid  fire 
that  was  thrown  up  ;  and  from 
thefe  clouds  conftantly  iflued  the 
brighteft  forked  lightning.  The 
reft  of  the  fky  was  free  from 
clouds ;  and  before  the  eruption  it 
had  been  a  clear  ftar-light  night. 
We  are  in  the  midft  of  proceffions ; 
and  the  head  of  St.  januarius  has 
been  expofed,  which  is  confidered 
as  the  laft  refource  in  times  of 
danger.  We  hope  we  fhall  foon 
fee  the  lava  break  out,  when  all 
will  be  calm  again. 

Naples,  Aug.  17.  On  Wednef- 
day  laft  Mount  Vefuvius  alarmed 
us  again  ;  but  a  quantity  of  lava 
being  difcharged,  it  is  hoped 
this  tremendous  eruption  is  near- 
ly at  an  end.  The  whole  coun- 
try, for  three  miles  round  Ot- 
taiano,  lies  buried  under  afhes  ; 
and  had  that  ftiower  continued 
one  hour  longer,  every  inhabi- 
tant of  that  town  muft  have  pe- 
rilhed  under  the  ruins  of  the 
houfes,  as  in  the  city  of  Pompeii, 
in  the  reign  of  Titus.  As  yet 
we  have  only  heard  of  two  lives  - 
being  loft  ;  though  the  deftruftion 
and  defolation  of  the  country  about 
Ottaiano  is  beyond  defcription  ; 
and  the  damage  eftimated  at  leaft 
to  300,000  ducats. 

•Vol.  XXII. 
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Died,  Mr.  Samuel  Buck,  aged 
83,  the  furvivor  of  the  two  inge- 
nious brothers  who  firft  attempted 
and  executed  a  feries  of  views  of 
monaftic  and  other  rains  in  Eng- 
land in  400  plates. 


SEPTEMBER. 

Manchejier,  September  3.  At  the 
laft  affizes  at  Lancafter,  caufes 
were  brought  againft  three  of  the 
principal  linen-drapers  of  this 
town  for  felling  prohibited  Eaft- 
India  filk  handkerchiefs :  verdids 
againft  them  all  were  found,  with- 
out any  difficulty,  and  they  were 
each  fined  in  the  penalty  of  200I. 
one-third  to  the  King,  and  the 
other  two-thirds  to  the  profecutors. 

As  a  total  fuppreffion  of  the  fale 
of  thefe  kind  of  handkerchiefs  for 
home  confumption  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  filk  weavers,  fe- 
veral  thoufands  aflembled  together 
this  morning  with  green  aprons 
on>  cockades  in  their  hats,  the 
colours  belonging  to  the  trade* 
and  a  number  of  pieces  of  Eaft- 
India  filk  handkerchiefs  fixed  oa 
the  top  of  long  poles  ;  they  walk- 
ed through  the  town,  the  bells 
ringing,  and  at  the  New  Grofa 
burned  the  handkerchiefs. 

The  laft  arch  over  the  -  t 
new  bridge  at  Newcaftle  **  ' 
was  clofed  this  day.  The  whole 
ftrudlure,  for  ftrength,  elegance, 
and  good  workmanftiip,  refledl 
much  credit  on  the  architefts  and 
builders* 

From  Thetford  we  have  an  ac- 
count of  the  following  fingular  in- 
ftance  of  fertility :  Mr.  Bidwell  of 
that  town  planted  in  his  yard  laft 
Odober  a  Geniting   tree,    from 

[PJ  whicli 
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which  he  gathered  in  July  nine 
apples  ;  in  Auguft  it  bloflbincd 
again,  and  is  at  prefent  full  of 
fruit,  fomc  as  large  as  Black- 
birds eggs.  This  may  afford 
matter  of  curious  inquiry  to  bota- 
iiilts. 

,  A   mofl  daring  and   in- 

^  *  human  murder  was  com- 
mitted on  the  afternoon  of  this 
day  near  the  eighteen  mile  ftone, 
between  Hoddefdon  and  Ware  in 
Hertford fliire,  about  four  o'clock, 
the  ufual  hour  that  the  ftage- 
coaches  from  Hertford  pafs  that 
fpot.  A  perfon  going  to  Ware 
about  three  o'clock,  obferved  four 
Irifh  haymakers  coming  out  of  that 
town,  and  upon  his  return  heard 
the  groans  of  a  perfon  from  the 
bottom  of  a  pit  overgrown  with 
buflies,  clofe  to  the  road.  On 
examining  the  place,  an  unfortu- 
nate creature  was  difcovered  wel- 
tering in  his  blood,  and  (o  fhock- 
ingly  bruifed  and  mangled  about 
the  head  and  face,  as  to  render  any 
knowledge  of  him  impolhble,  un- 
lefs  from  his  drefs.  He  expired  in 
a  few  minutes  after  he  was  taken 
up.  A  fufpicion  arofe  that  he 
was  one  of  the  four  men  feen  com- 
ing out  of  Ware,  and  that  he  had 
been  murdered  by  his  companions. 
A  purfuit  was  insmediately  fet  on 
foot;  and  through  the  great  adi- 
vity  of  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Hoddefdon,  three  of  the  four  men 
were  taken  about  eight  o'clock,  at 
a  private  lodging-houfe  out  of  the 
public  road  ;  and  after  ^  feparate 
examination,  in  which  was  much 
variation  in  their  accounts  ofthem- 
fclves,  and  upon  the  oaths  of  very 
credible  witneilcs,  who  faw  all 
four  in  company  near  the  fpot, 
they  were  ou  Thurfday  the  lOth 
fsfely  iodged  in  Hertford  gaol,  to 
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take  ihpir  trial  at  the  aflizes— It  la 
generally  fuppofed  that  the  unfor. 
tunate  object  of  their  cruelty  had 
prudently  faved  more  money  than 
the  reft,  as  his  pocket  was  cut  off, 
and  above  thirty  {hillings  found 
upon  one  of  his  comrades,  the 
other  two  having  no  apparent 
'means  of  fubfifting  on  the  road. 
The  Duchefs  of  Devon-  , 
fliire,  with  Lord  and  Lady  '7^  • 
Spencer,  and  feveral  other  perfons 
of  rank,  arrived  in  town  from  Spa 
in  Germany,  but  lall  from  Oltend, 
on  board  the  Fly  floop.  In  their 
palTage  they  were  attacked  by  tv?o 
French  cutters,  which  were  beat 
off  after  a  long  engagement,  in 
which  feveral  of  the  crew  of  the 
floop  were  killed  and  wounded. 

His  Majefly  in  Council  „  , 
was  this  day  pleafed  to  or- 
der, that  the  Parliament  which 
ftaiids  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
1 6th  of  this  inllant  September, 
fhould  be  further  prorogued  to 
Thurfday  the  17th  of  Oftober 
next. 

This  day  the  feflions 
ended  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
when  the  ten  following  prifonerj 
received  fentence  of  death,  viz. 
Sarah  Budge,  for  dealing  goods  in 
thehouieof  John  Whitfield  ;  James 
Lake,  for  robbing  William  Wheat- 
ley  on  the  highway,  near  Nine- 
Elms,  of  a  gold  watch,  half  9 
guinea,  &c.  ;  Thomas  King,  a 
foldier,  for  Itealing  a  quantity  of 
plate  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Ro- 
bert Anderfon,  a  publican  of 
Shadwell,  upon  whom  he  was 
quartered  ;  Jeremiah  Hetherley, 
for  ftealing  five  hats  in  the  (hop 
of  Richard  Burton  and  William 
Bu(by;  Margaret  Creamer,  for 
robbing  John  Scarlet  of  two  gui- 
Kcasj,  three  fhillings,  and  a  pocket 

book. 
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book,  on  Saltpetre-Bank  ;  Wil- 
liam Chamberlayne,  for  ftealing 
out  of  a  letter  in  the  General  Poft- 
Office,  in  Lombard-ftreet,  direft- 
ed  to  William  Cunningharh,  Efq; 
Chrifl;  Church,  Oxford,  a  certain 
promiflbry  note  of  Thomas  Ham- 
merfley,  for  the  partners  of  the 
Exchange  Banking  Company  and 
Self,  for  the  payment  of  lol.  to 
William  Cunningham  or  order,  on 
demand  ;  on  his  arraignment  he 
pleaded  guilty;  John  Pears,  for 
ftealing  a  mare,  verdift  found 
fpecial  ;  Mary  Jones,  alias  Wood, 
for  ftealing  divers  linen-drapery 
goods,  the  property  of  Vv'illiam 
Jones,  in  his  fliop  in  Oxford-ftreet; 
Ifabella,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Con- 
don, and  John  Field,  for  coining 
and  counterfeiting  fliilllngs ;  nine 
were  ordered  to  be  kept  to  hard 
labour  in  raifing  fand,  &c.  on  the 
Thames ;  twelve  to  be  imprifoned. 
'in  Newgate  ;  and  nine  to  be  kept 
to  hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of 
correftion. 

Philip  Kiernan  was  convifled  of 
felonioufly  killing  and  flaying 
Thomas  Greaves,  a  porter  in 
Gray's-Inn,  in  a  quarrel  ;  fined 
one  fliilling,  and  difcharged. 

William  Atkins  and  George 
Wells,  two  watchmen,  were  con- 
victed of  killing  and  flaying  Tho- 
mas Huehes,  who  havinp-  made 
fome  difturbance  in  a  public-houfe 
in  George-ftreet,  was  by  the  land- 
lord put  into  their  charge,  in  or- 
dier  to  be  fent  to  the  watch-houfe, 
in  the  way  to  which  being  very 
unruly,  on  his  arrival  there  he  was 
put  into  confinement  in  a  room, 
where  in  a  little  time  after  he  was 
fonnd  dead. 

Mary  Adey,  alias  Lloyd,  alias 
Farmillo,  was  tried  on  an  indift- 
m^Dt,  for  the  murder  of  William 
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Barnet,  by  ftabbing  Jiim  in  fhe 
breaft  with  a  knife,  on  his  enter- 
ing with  others  the  apartment  orf* 
one  Farmilloj  with  whom  ftie  co- 
habited, and,  as  fhe  thought,  with 
intent  to  imprefs  him*  The  Jury 
found  the  verdift  fpecial,  and  fhe 
is  referred  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges. 

Mifs  Elizabeth  Watkins,  tried 
for  the  murder  of  her  natural 
child,  was  acquitted. 

Among  thofe  convicted  of  felo- 
nies was  one  Richard  Mealing,  for 
receiving  a  quantity  of  brafs  pat- 
terns and  fhrufF,  the  property  of 
Job  Cox,  and  James  Penticrofs ; 
and  immediately  on  his  receiving 
fcntence  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour 
on  the  Thames  for  feven  years,  hs 
drew  a  penknife  unperceived,  and. 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  court 
plunged  the  fame  a  little  on  one 
fide  the  throat,  fomewhat  above 
the  collar  bone,  and  worked  the 
fame  about  for  fome  feconds  before 
it  was  knov/n  what  he  was  doing, 
when  the  knife  was  wrenched  from 
him  ;  though  the  wound  was  ter- 
rible, the  blade  being  above  three 
inches  long,  and  he  ftabbed  as  far 
as  the  handle,  it  is  faid  not  to  be 
dangerous. 

Thomas  Wright,  Efq;  „  , 
Alderman  and  Stationer, 
and  Evan  Pugh,  Efq;  Alderman 
and  Skinner,  were  fworn  into  the 
office  of  Sheriffs  of  this  ciiy,  and. 
iherifFs  of  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  for  the  year  enfuing,  at  Guild- 
hall. 

The  fame  day  Brackley  Ken- 
nett,  Efq;  was  chofen  Lord  Mayor 
of  this  city. 

Rome,    Sept.  29.      Yefterday,  at 
feven  in  the  morning,  the  light- 
ning fet  fire  to  the  magazine  of 
powder  in  the  citadel  of  Civita- 
[P]  2  Vecchia. 
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Vecchia. — The  roof  of  the  palace 
of  the  Governor  was  blown  in  the 
air,  the  jvalls  rent,  the  Mount  of 
Piety  overturned  and  deftroyed, 
and  all  the  churches  and  houfes  in 
the  neighbourhood  damaged. 

The  celebrated  collection  of  pic- 
tures at  Houghton,  was  lately  fold 
to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  was 
fhipped  at  the  port  of  Lynn  in  the 
courfe  of  this  month. 

,  The  Sanfte  Ineas,  Don 

'  '  Redoffo,  a  Spanilh  man  of 
war  from  the  Manillas  to  Cadiz, 
laden  with  gold,  filver,  filk,  cof- 
fee, china,  cochineal,  indigo.  Sec. 
which  was  taken  and  carried  into 
the  Shannon,  by  the  Amazon  pri- 
vateer of  Liverpool,  and  the  Ranger 
of  Briftol,  after  an  engagement  of 
two  hours,  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
richeft  prize  taken  fince  the  Ma- 
nilla fhip  by  Admiral  Anfon. 

The  number  of  prifoners  of  war 
now  confined  in  this  kingdom  and 
Ireland,  according  to  the  lateft  re- 
turns, amount  to  12,000,  of  whom 
600  are  Spaniards,  2200  Ameri- 
cans, and  the  remainder  French  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  taken  in  the  French 
prizes. 

Died,  John  Glynn,  Efq;  fer- 
jeant  at  law.  Recorder  of  London 
and  Exeter,  member  for  Middle- 
sex, and  one  of  the  inoft  cele- 
brated conftitutional  lawyers  of  the 
age.  He  fucceeded  Baron  Eyre  as 
Recorder  of  London  in  1772.  The 
old  falary  is  180I.  which  the  com- 
mon council  have  ufually  made  up 
400I.  The  fervices  of  Mr.  (now 
Baron)  Eyre  occafioned  an  addi- 
tion of  200I.  and  thofe  of  Mr. 
Glynn  were  rewarded  by  increaiing 
the  falary  to  loool. 

John  Armftrong,  M.D.  a  phy- 
iician  of  great  eminence,  and  not 
lefi  diflinguiflied  as  a  poet. 


At  Enfield,  aged  86,  Benj.  Bod- 
dington,  Efq;  formerly  an  emi- 
nent Turkey-merchant,  and  one 
of  the  furvivors  in  the  annuities 
granted  by  King  William  the 
Third,  who  received  loool.  clear 
yearly  income ;  they  are  now  re- 
duced to  three.  For  fome  years 
paft  the  furplus  of  the  intereft,  by 
the  original  conftitution  of  the  ton- 
tine, has  been  applied  to  the  ufes 
of  government. 

AtEltham,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gam- 
brey,  brother  and  filler,  at  the 
age  of  96  and  93  ;  a  twin  filler  to 
the  lady  is  left  a  furvivor :  the  fa- 
ther of  the  above  died  a  few  years 
fince  in  the  fouth  of  France,  at  the 
age  of  109. 


OCTOBER. 

A  Court  of  Common  Coun-  . 
oil  was  held,  when,  according  5 
to  the  notice  inferted  in  the  fum- 
mons,  the  court  proceeded  to  take 
into  confideration  the  motion. 
That  600I.  be  the  falary  of  the 
perfon  who  Ihall  be  eledled  recorder 
in  the  room  of  John  Glynn,  Efq; 
deceafed,  and  on  the  queftion  be- 
ing put,  it  was  carried  unanimoufly 
in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  quef- 
tion put,  that  the  falary  of  the 
late  recorder  be  paid  to  Michaelmas 
lad,  the  fame  was  refolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

Manchejier,  OB.  9.  During  the 
courfe  of  the  week  feveral  mobs 
have  aflembled  in  different  parts 
of  the  neighbourhood,  and  have 
done  much  mifchief  by  deflroying 
the  engines  for  carding  and  {pin- 
ning cotton  wool  (without  which 
the  trade  of  this  country  could  ne- 
ver be  poffibly  carried  on  to  any 

great 
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great  extent).     In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Chorley,  the  mob  dellroy- 
ed  and  burned   the  engines    and 
buildings    erefted    by    Mr.   Ark- 
wright   at  a   very  great  expence. 
Two   thoufand,    or  upwards,    at- 
tacked a  large  building  near  the 
fame    place,    on    Sunday,     from 
which    they    were    repulfed,    two 
riaters  killed,  and  eight  wounded, 
taken    prifoners  ;    they    returned 
ftrongly  re-inforced   on   Monday, 
and  deftroyed  a  great  number  of 
buildings,  with  a  vail:  quantity  of 
machines  for  fpinning  cotton,  &c. 
Sir  George  Saville  arrived    (with 
three  companies  of  the  York  mili- 
tia) while  the   buildings   were  in 
flames;  the  report  of  their  inten- 
tion to  deftroy  the  works  in  this 
town  brought  him  here  yefterday 
noon.     At  one  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing two  exprclTes  arrived,  one  from 
Wigan,  another  from  Blackburn, 
intrcating    imm.ediate     aiTiflance, 
both  declaring  the  violence  bf  the 
infurgents,   and  the  fhocking  de- 
predations yefterday  at  Bolton  :  it 
is  thought  they  will  be  at  Black- 
burn this  morning,  and  at  Prefton 
by  four  this  afternoon.    Sir  George 
ordered  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms 
at  half  after  one,  when   he  con- 
fulted  with  the  military  and  magi- 
ftrates  in  town,  and  fee  off  at  the 
head  of  three  companies  foon  .ifter 
two  o'clock  this  morning  for  Chor- 
ley, that  being  centrical   to    thi^ 
place,    Blackburn,     and    Wigan. 
Captain  Brown,  of  the  25th  regi- 
ment, with  70  invalids,  and  Capt. 
Thomafon,  of  Col.  White's  regi- 
ment, with  about  100  young  re- 
cruits, remained  at  Preilon,    and 
for  its  further  fecurity,   Sir  George 
Saville  offered  the  juftices  to  arm 
300  of  the  refpedtable  houfe-keep- 
crs,  if  they  would  turn  oat  to  de- 
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fend  the  town,  which  was  imme- 
diately accepted. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  prepa- 
rations, the  mob  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  proceed  to  any  further 
violences. 

An  order  was  made  laft  , 

term  in  the  Court  of  ^'  ' 
King's- bench,  that  all  thofe  pri- 
foners who  were  under  confinement 
in  that  prifon,  and  whofe  anions 
were  fuperfedable,  (hould,  if  they 
did  not  fue  out  the  fame  before  a 
certain  day,  be  llrnck  off  the  books, 
and  turned  out  of  the  prifon  :  the 
reafon  of  this  order  was,  that  a 
number  of  prifoners  who  were  ia 
poffeflion  of  rooms,  remained  ia 
the  prifon  for  the  purpofe  of  let- 
ting them  to  advantage,  by  which 
they  gained  a  weekly  income  of 
one  pound  three  ihillings,  receiv- 
ing twenty-four  Ihillings,  and  pay- 
ing only  one  fhilling  to  the  jnar- 
fhal  for.  his  rent.  As  there  were 
not  rooms  for  thofe  debtors  who 
were  obliged  to  be  in  prifon,  the 
court  though:  it  a  hardfhip,  and 
on  Thurfday  their  order  was  put 
in  execution,  when  near  100  were 
difcharged  for  the  above  reafen,  to 
the  great  joy  and  comfort  of  the 
prifoners,  who  now  will  get  habi- 
tations for  one  fhilling  per  week 
for  which  they  had  paid  tvi'enty- 
four. 

This  day  the  conteft  for  , 
the  ofHce  of  recorder  of  this 
city  was  determined  in  the  court 
of  aldermen,  by  a  majority  of  one 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair; 
fjr  that  gentleman  there  were  13, 
for  Mr.  Hovvarth  12.  The  only 
abfentee  in  the  court  was  Mr.  Al- 
derman Lee. 

For  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. 
Bridgen  Lewes 

Crofby  Plomer 

in  3  Bull 
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Bull 

Wilkes 
Sawbiidge 
Hallifax 
Kirkman 


Hayley 
Newnham 
Wool  ridge 
Sain  (bury 


For  Mr.  Hcwarth. 

The  Lord  Mayor  Tiiomas 

Alfop  Peckham 

Harley  Clark 

Town  fend  Hart 

l^fdaile  Wright 

Kennct  P'Jg^ 

,  Yefterday  the  report  was 

^  '  made  to  his  Majerfy  of  the 
convids  under  fentence  of  death 
in  Newgate,  when  the  following 
were  ordered  for  execution  on 
Wednefday  the  27th  inft.  viz.  Ifa- 
bella  Condon,  for  felonioufly  and 
traiterouHy  making,  coining,  and 
counterfeiting  the  current  filver 
coin  of  this  realm  called  fixpences; 
John  Field,  for  fclonloully  and 
traiteroufly  making,  coining,  and 
counterfeiting  the  current  filver 
coin  of  this  realm  called  Ihillings 
and  fixpences ;  William  Chamber- 
lain, for  ftealing  out  of  a  letter 
which  came  to  his  polTeiTion  as  a 
forter  of  letters  in  the  General 
Poft-ofiice,  Lombard-ftreet,  a  pro- 
jniiTory  note  for  payment  of  lol.  to 
William  Cunningham,  Efq;  or 
order;  Margaret  Creamer,  for  fe- 
lonioully  affaulting  John  Scarlet  on 
the  highway  at  Saltpetre  -  bank, 
and  robbing  him  of  two  guineas 
and  other  money  ;  Sarah  Budge, 
for  Healing  in  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  John  Whitefleld,  goods,  value 
40s.  and  upwards ;  Thomas  King, 
for  ftealing  in  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  Robert  Anderfon,  a  quantity 
of  filver  plate  and  other  things,  va- 
lue 40s.  and  upwards. 

The    following    were   refpited  : 
Japies   Lake,    for   felonioufly   af- 


fnlting  William  Wheately  on  the 
highway  near  the  Nine-EIms-turn- 
pike,  and  robbing  him  of  a  gold 
watch  and  fome  money;  Jeremiah 
Jietherley,  for  privately  dealing 
in  the  ihop  of  Meilrs.  Burton  and 
Bufby,  three  hats,  value  5s.  and 
upwards;  Mary  Jcnes,  alias  Wood, 
for  privately  llealing  in  the  lliop 
of  William  Jones,  in  Oxford-ftreet, 
goods,  value  4!.   and  upwards. 

Dumvir/j,  in  Suffolk,  OJ?.  19.  The 
volent  blowing  weather  we  have 
had  for  feveral  days  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  damage  amongft  the 
Ihipping  on  our  coaft ;  every  tide 
prefents  to  our  view  a  melancholy 
fcene  of  dead  bodies,  and  pieces  of 
wrecks  thrown  on  the  fands.  It 
likewife  did  great  havock  on  (hore, 
blowing  down  rows  of  large  trees, 
barns,  outhoufes,  &c.  and  unroof- 
ed dwelling-houfes ;  in  fhort,  the 
damage  done  amounts  to  many 
tho'jfands  of  pounds.  A  man,  his 
wife,  and  feveral  children,  were 
buried  under  the  ruins  of  a  houfe, 
and  all  killed. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Edinhurgh, 
Oaober  8, 

'  This  morning  a  mutinv  among 
the  Weftcrn  Fencibles,  broke  out 
here.  Part  of  thofe  who  were  in 
the  Caflle  drew  up  the  bridge  and 
excluded  their  officers,  while  ano- 
ther party  at  Leith  threw  away 
their  fire-arms,  and  drew  their 
fwords,  threatening  death  to  all 
who  came  near  them.  The  mu- 
tiny it  feems  was  occafioned  by 
Lord  Frederick  Campbell's  having 
purchafed  at  London,  purfes  for 
his  regiment,  which  conrtitute  4 
part  of  the  Highland  drefs,  and  on 
receiving  the  arrears  3s.  6d.  was 
flopped  from  each  man  for  his 
purfe,  at  which  the  men  were 
greatly 
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greatly    dliTatisfied,    faying    they 
could  purchafe  them  for  is.  8d.  a 
piece.     Lord   Frederick  very  pru- 
dently told   them,  that  he  would 
give  them  their  purfes  at  is.  each, 
and  take  the   lofs   upon  himfelf: 
but  this  did  not  pacify  them  ;  they 
continued  mutinous,  and  the  whole 
town  was  in  an  uproar.     Six  of  the 
ringleaders  were  taken  into  cuito- 
dy,  and  a  body  of  dragoons  fur- 
rounded  the  reft.     Being  fatisiied 
with  xefpe£l  to  their  purfes,  ano- 
ther mutiny  was  difcovered,  feve- 
ral  of  them   abfolutely  refufing  to 
carry  cartouch-boxes,    which   muft 
have  rendered   them  quite   ufelefs 
as   foldiers.     On   this  the   officers 
inarched  the  whole  body  down   to 
Leith,  as  on  an  ordinary  "field  day, 
without    cartouch-boxes,    and    on 
their  arrival  in  the  Links,  to  their 
fnrprife,    they   found    a   complete 
regiment  of  dragoons  drawn    up 
there,  without  the   knowledge   of 
any  one  but  the  commanding  offi- 
cer.     The  cartouch-boxes    being 
fent    after  them    in    a    cart,    the 
men  were  ordered  immediately  to 
put   them    on,    which    they   were 
compelled    to   do.       Five   of    the 
kaders   of   this   riot  were  imme- 
diately   furrounded,     tried     by    a 
Court.-mariial,   and  mod  feverely 
whipped;    after   which   the   regi- 
ment  was    divided    into    different 
bodies,  and  fent  to  Dundee,  Dun- 
bar, and  other  places,  in  order  to 
keep  them  feparate.     Three  com- 
panies   which    were    left    in    the 
Caftle  as  a  guaid,    hearing   how 
their    companions    had    fuffered, 
feized    the  Caftle-gates,  drew   up 
the  bridge,  and  threatened  the  go- 
vernor; upon  which  the  dragoons 
immediately    marched    to    Edin- 
burgh,   and    two   companies    dif- 
mounting,  proceeded  to  the  Caftle, 
which  they  found  had  been  opened. 


:6th. 


and  marched  in.  One  of  the  High- 
landers made  a  ftroke  at  one  of  the 
officers,  who  inftantly  knocked  him 
down,  and  forced  his  way  through, 
fo  that  all  thofe  men  were  taken 
prifoncrs  ;  feveral  of  them,  it  is 
imagined,  will  fuifer.  The  dra- 
goons ftlll  keep  guard  in  the  Caftle.' 
Laft  week  the  Elaboratory  1 

at  V/colwich  blew  up  by  -^  ' 
accident,  but  fortunately  no  lives 
were  loft. 

At  a  court  of  aldermen  at 
Guildhall,  the  recorder  was 
requefted  to  wait  on  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's     Principal     Secretaries     of 
State,  praying  his  lordftiip  to   re- 
prefent  to  his  Majefty,  in  the  name 
of  th.Tt  honourable  court,  that  the 
members    of    that   body,    under- 
ftanding  the   royal  clemency  had 
been  extended  to  Grant,  Jonquay, 
Ellis,  Jones,  and  Banington,  who 
were  convifted   in    September  fef- 
fions,  at  Guildhall,  of  an   outra- 
geous afiault  on  the  marftials  and 
feveral  other  officers  of  this  city, 
they  humbly  conceive  the  mercy  of 
the  Sovereign  would  be  converted 
into    dangerous    confequences    to 
this  city,  and  therefore  begped  the 
pardon  to  be  reftraiued  to  a  fervice 
in    India   or   other   foreign  parts. 
The  court  ordered  the  recorder  to 
prefent  the  faid  addrefs  to  his  lord- 
fhip,  who   was  pleafed  to  anfwer 
the  court's   memorial    by  faying, 
that  the  fentence  ibould  be  altered 
fo  far  as  was  entirely  agreeable  to 
the  city's  requeft. 

Coxheaih.  On  Friday  night  laft, 
,a  corporal  and  fix  men  were  plant- 
ed at  Mr.  Collins's  houfe  (infor- 
mation having  been  given  at  the 
general's,  that  for  feveral  nights 
paft  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
break  open  his  houfe)  ;  about  half 
paft  eleven  three  men  attempted 
i?\  4  to 
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to  force  the  outer  front  door  ;  the 
guard  went  out  privately  at  the 
back  door,  and  came  on  them  fud- 
denly  (juft  as  they  had  opened  the 
inner  door  and  entered  the  houfe) 
and  in  fecuring  them,  the  corpo- 
ral received  a  ball  from  a  piftol, 
which  fliot  him  dead  ;  they  were 
foon  overpowered  (but  not  till  two 
of  them  were  defperately  wounded) 
and  condufted  to  the  camp.  They 
prove  to  be  three  privates  belong- 
ing to  the  Gloucefter,  and  were 
immediately  given  over  to  the 
Captain  Provoft,  till  the  coroner 
fits  on  the  body  of  the  deceafed 
corporal,  when  they  will  be  deli- 
vered over  to  the  civil  law. 
„  ,  The   Court  of  Dircftors 

of  the  Royal  Exchange  Af- 
furance  Company  have  generoufly 
voted  a  piece  of  plate,  value  one 
hundred  guineas,  to  be  prefented 
to  Captain  Pearfon  of  the  Serapis, 
25  a  teftimony  of  their  approba- 
tion of  his  bravery  and  conduft  in 
protefting  the  valuable  fleet  from 
the  Baltic  under  his  care. 

They  alfo  voted  a  piece  of  plate, 
value  fifty  guineas,  to  Capt.  Piercy, 
of  the  Countefs  of  Scarborough, 
with  the  fame  compliment. 

Capt.  Drew,  from  London  to 
Quebec,  was  run  down  by  the 
RufTel  man  of  war  (who  a  few 
months  ago  run  down  the  London 
Eaft-Indiaman)  in  the  night,  in  a 
gale  of  wind,  and  all  the  crew 
perifhed. 

Lijbon,  Oa.  16.  The  Marquis 
de  Pombal,  late  Prime  Minifter  of 
State,  who,  during  the  prefent 
reign,  has  been  a  continual  objeft 
of  perfecution  and  hatred,  is  at 
lafl:  condemned  to  perpetual  im- 
prifonment,  Two  members  of  the 
council  were  for  taking  his  life  ; 
bpt  her  Majeily,  hearkening  only 
to  hsr  natural  clemency,  mitigated 
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his  punifhment.  This  is  probably 
the  laft  time  that  this  Minifter  will 
be  heard  of  till  his  death. 

Died,  in  the  county  of  Gla- 
morgan, Mr.  Fluellyn  Pryce,  aged 
10 1,  whofe  organs  had  been  fo 
little  aiFefted  by  the  weight  of 
years,  that  within  thefe  three  years 
he  diredled  a  village  -  group  of 
fingers  in  fome  variations  for  the 
Sunday.  He  had  never  ufed  fpec- 
tacles  till  within  fifteen  months  of 
his  diflblution,  and  poffefTed  a 
great  flow  of  fpirits,  attended  with 
found  health  and  adivity ;  which 
bleffings  were  the  refult  of  his  ab- 
ftemious  manner  of  living. 

At  his  houfe  on  Four-tree  Hill, 
Enfield,  William  Bridgen,  Efq; 
upwards  of  70,  Alderman  of  Far- 
ringdon  Within. 


NOVEMBER. 

The  corporation  of  Kingfton  , 
upon  Hull,  have  voted  the  ^ 
freedom  of  that  place  to  Captain 
Richard  Pierfon,  and  Capt.  Tho^ 
mas  Piercy,  late  of  his  Majefty's 
fhips  Serapis  and  Countefs  of  Scar- 
borough, for  their  gallant  and 
brave  conduft  in  the  engagement 
with  the  fquadron  under  the  com? 
mand  of  Paul  Jones, 

ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  Darmouth^ 

"  The  following  is  an  exa£l  /-  1 
account  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Spanish  Ihip  the  N.  S.  de  Piedat, 
taken  by  the  Dart  privateer  of  this 
port,  and  now  fafe  in  our  harbour; 
fhe  is  upwards  of  600  tons  bur- 
then, has  been  built  feven  years, 
mounts  16  carriage  guns,  had  70 
men,  was  fitted  up  for  clofe  quar- 
ters, and  yet  ftruck  to  the  Dart, 
after  firing  only  two  guns,  though 
(he  mounts  but  14  guns  four- 
pounders 
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pounders,  had  but  60  men,  and 
is  not  200  tons  burthen  : 
142,117  filver  dollars, 

38,949  dollars  in  gold  doubloons, 
31  ingots  of  gold, 
5  ingots  of  iilver, 
42  bales  of  fine  beaver, 

?i,o6i  hides  in  the  hair, 
3  bales  of  fine  wool, 
I  ditto  fine  fur. 
Exdufive  of  the  ingots  of  gold  and 
filver  (the  value  of  which  is  not 
known)  the  reft  of  the  cargo,  as 
far  as  it  has  been  known  by  jhe 
bills  of  lading  (though  it  is  fap- 
pofed  there  is  more  on  board)  a- 
mounts  to  8o,OGol." 

,  At  the   quarter    feffions 

*^'"'  held  at  Preflon  for  the 
county  of  Lancafter,  ic  was  unani- 
moufly  agreed,  that  the  fole  caufe 
of  the  riots  that  have  lately  hap- 
pened in  that  county  is  owing  to 
the  eredion  of  certain  engines  for 
the  manufaduring  of  cotton  ;  that 
the  ereftion  of  thofe  engines  have 
notwithftanding  been  of  the  great- 
eft  utility  to  the  county  by  the  ex- 
tenfion  and  improvement  of  the 
cotton  manufaftory  ;  that  the  de- 
ftroying  them  in  one  county  would 
only  be  the  means  of  transferring 
them  to  another  county  ;  and 
that,  if  a  total  flop  was  put  to 
the  ereftion  of  them  by  the  iegifla- 
ture  in  Great  Britain,  it  would 
only  tend  to  their  eilablifhment  in 
foreign  countries,  to  the  great  de- 
triment of  trade  in  this.  For  thcfe 
reafons  the  court  came  to  the  re- 
folution  of  tranfmitting  to  one  of 
his  Majefty's  Secretaries  of  State  a 
copy  of  their  proceeding,  inti- 
mating a  defire  at  the  fame  time 
that  a  fpecial  commiiHon  may  be 
iifued  for  the  trial  of  the  ringlead- 
ers now  in  Lancafter  eaol. 
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A  Spanilh  Ihip,  of  be-  , 
tween  600  and  700  tons,  ^  * 
laden  with  fugar,  coffee,  logwood, 
and  hard  dollars,  bound  from  the 
Havannah  to  Cadiz,  valued  at 
200, cool,  is  taken  by  the  Anti- 
gallican  privateer,  and  carried  into 
Lifbon. 

A  remarkable  trial  Jately  hap^ 
pened  in  the  Court  of  King's-, 
bench  in  Ireland.     A  Counfellor 

R had  fought  a  duel  -with  a 

gentleman  and  killed  him.  He 
traverfed  the  indidment,  and  ima- 
gined the  jury,  as  ufual,  would 
bring  in  their  verdidl  man-flaugh- 
ter.  But  the  Barrifter  found  him- 
felf  miftaken  —  they  deemed  the 
intentions  of  two  men  going  out 
premeditated  to  fight,  to  be  ma- 
lice aforethought,  and  to  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  the  court  brought  the 
prifoner  in  guilty — death.  The 
judges  defired  them  to  recommend 
him  to  the  Bench  as  an  objeft  of 
mercy  —  they  did  it  with  reluc- 
tance. This  may  probably  put  a 
ftop  to  the  practice  of  duelling  in 
Ireland. 

Exirad   of  a  Letter  from   Dublin, 
dated,  Nov.  15. 

"  The  prefent  expeftation  of  a 
free  trade,  or  rather  the  dread  of 
a  difappointment,  agitates  every 
body  here  to  a  degree  that  you 
can  hardly  imagine.  In  order  to 
compel  England  to  grant  it,  the 
popular  meafure  is,  to  grant  a 
money-bill  for  fix  months  only, 
inftead  of  two  years.  Some  of  the 
beft  friends  of  this  country,  and  the 
moft  fenfible,  feem  to  think  this 
not  the  moft  eft'edlual  or  eligible 
mode,  as  being  too  early  a  de- 
claration of  war,  till  we  are  re- 
fufed  what  we  a/k ;  but  they  are 
obliged 
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obliged  to  concur,  as  it  is  the  only    is  one  of  the  corps,  made  a  mofl: 


fcheme  which  can  procure  unani- 
mity among  oppolition,  and  is   fo 
much  the  popular  cry,  that  every 
county  and  town  have  inltruded 
their  Reprefentatives  to  vote  for  it. 
This  morning  the  mob,  not  choof- 
ing  to  wait  for  a  parliamentary  de- 
cifion,  took,  the  matter  into  their 
own  hands,  and  were-of  opinion, 
that  the  fureft  method  of  fucceeding 
in  their  objetl  of  a  free  trade,  was 
to  deflroy  the  enemies  of  Ireland  ; 
they  therefore  marked  out  the  At- 
torney General,  Sir  Henry  Cavcn- 
diih,    and   Mr.  Monk  Mafon,  as 
tjie   proper  objeds  of  their  fury. 
About  twelve  o'clock  they  marched 
in  a  prodigious  croud  to  Mr.  Scot's, 
the  Attorney  General's  houfe,  with 
an  intention  of  deilroying  it,  but 
fome  of  the  potriotic  leaders  of  this 
country  contrived    to    get    there, 
mixed  among  the  mob,  and  at  laft 
pcrfuaded  them   to  leave  it,  after 
deftroying    the    windows    on    the 
ground  floor,  and  doing  fome  fmall 
damage  to  the  next  ilory.     They 
then  marched  to   the  Parliament- 
houfe,  and  detached  a  body  to  the 
four  courts,    v^ho   rudied    in,    in 
fearch  of  Mr.  Scott,  who  kept  out 
of  their  way,   and   of  Sir  Henry 
Cavendifh,     whom    they    feemed 
particularly  anxious  to  find.     On 
being  difappointed,   they  returned 
to  the  Farliament-houfe,  and  fwore 
all  the  members  whom  they  could 
find  going  in,  to   be  true  to  Ire- 
land, and  vote  for  a  fhort  money- 
bill.     The  lawyers  corps  were  ap- 


excellent  fpeech,  which  had  great: 
cftecl  on  them,  and  was  wonder- 
fully well  timed  ;  they  then  de- 
coyed them  away,  marched  them 
through  feveral  of  the  flreets,  and 
prevailed  on  them  to  difperfe." 

The  application  for  a  new  , 
trial  lately  made  by  Mr.  Pope 
to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  (in 
the  caufe  of  Sir  Alexander  Leith 
againil  Pope)  on  the  plea  of  ex- 
cellive  damages,  has  proved  fruit- 
lefs,  the  court  on  Saturday  laft 
having  difcharged  the  rule. 

A  Common  Hall  was  held  at 
Guildhall  for  the  election  of  a 
chamberlain  of  this  city,  in  the 
room  of  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq; 
deceafed.  About  one  o'clock,  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  recorder, 
&c.  went  upon  the  Huftings,when 
the  recorder  came  forward,  and 
addreiled  the  livery  in  a  well- 
adapted  fpeech,  wherein  he  ftated 
the  peculiar  privileges  which  were 
veiled  in  the  people  at  large  by 
the  conftitution  of  the  city,  of 
eledling  their  own  officers,  &c. 

There  were  only  two  candidates, 
John  Wilkes,  Efq;  and  William 
James,  Efq;  each  of  whom  ad- 
drefled  the  livery  in  a  fhort  fpeech  ; 
after  which  they  were  put  up,  and 
the  Ihovv  of  hands  appeared  live  to 
one  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  upon 
which  he  was  declared  duly  elec- 
ted ;  but  a  poll  was  demanded  in 
favour  of  Mr.  James. 

The  cledion  for  bridge-mafter  in 
the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Borvvick, 


plied  to  by   the   lord   mayor,  and  then  came  on,  when   there  was  a 

told,    that    they    flood    high   with  very  great  Ihow  of  hands  in  favour 

the    people,    and  would   probably  of  Mr.  Buffar,  againft  five  other 

be   able  to   difperfe    them  ;    they  candidates  ;  the  fecond  on  the  lift 

met,  and   agreed   to  go   unarmed  was    Mr.   Betts ;    on    which    Mr. 

among  them.   Mr.  Yelverton,  who  BufFar  was  declared  duly  eleded; 
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but  a  poll  was  demanded  for  two  of 
the  other  candidates. 

,  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll 

2+-"-    at  Guildhall  for  chamber- 
lain,   the    numbers    were   as   fol- 
lows : 
For  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes,  2332 
Mr.  James  -  370 

when  Mr.  James  declined  the  poll, 
and  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes  will  be 
declared  duly  eleifled  next  Tuef- 
day,  chamberlain  of  this  city  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

On    the    clofe  of   the    poll    for 
bridge-mafter,  the  numbers  were, 
for  Mr.  BufFar      -      1304 
Mr.  Taylor      -       260 
Mr.  Betts         -        214 
The  majority  on  the  poll  being  fo 
very  great  in  favour  of  Mr.  Bnftar, 
MefTrs.  Taylor  and  Betts  declined 
giving  the  livery  any  further  trou- 
ble. 

The  printer  of  the  General  Ad- 
vertifer  was  ordered  up  by  the  Court 
of  King's-bench  to  receive  judg- 
ment, for  publilhing  feditious 
hand-bills  expreifive  of  joy  at  the 
acquittal  of  Admiral  Keppel  ; 
when  he  was  fenteuced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  6s.  8d.  and  to  be  confined 
in  Newgate  tor  tivelve  motiihs. 

1  Mr.  Fox  having,  in  de- 

^  '*  bate  one  day  lafl;  week,  ani- 
madverted with  fomedegreeofafpe- 
rity  on  a  particular  fpecies  of  ar- 
gument frequently  made  ufe  of  by 
the  friends  of  the  Miniiler,  viz. 
*'  that  bad  as  the  Miniflry  were, 
"  it  was  not  certain  that  the  na- 
*'  tion  would  be  at  all  bettered  by 
f'  taking  their  opponents  ;"  a 
Mr.  Adam,  who  had  made  ufe 
of  that  argument  in  the  fame  de- 
bate, called  on  Mr.  Fox  fome  days 
after  for  an  explanation.  The  fol- 
lowing letters  pafTed  on  the  above 
occafion. 


St,  Alb  ail's  Tavern,  Sat.  four 
o'clock  aftcrnocn. 

"  r.lr.  Adam  prefents  his  com- 
pliments to  Mr.  Fox,  and  begj 
leave  to  reprefent  to  him,  that  upoa 
confidering,  again  and  again,  vv'hat 
had  pafTed  between  them  laft  night, 
it  is  impoffible  for  him  to  have  his 
charader  cleared  to  the  public, 
without  inferting  the  following  pa- 
ragraph in  the  newfpapers. 

"  We  have  authority  to  afiure  the 
public,  that  in  a  converfation  that 
paffed  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Adam,  in  confequence  of  the  de- 
bate in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on. 
Thurfday  laft,  Mr.  Fox  declared, 
that  however  much  his  fpeech  may 
have  been  mifrcprefented,  he  did 
not  mean  to  throw  any  perfonal 
reliedtion  upon  Mr.  Adam. 

"  Major  Humberfton  does  me 
the  honour  of  delivering  this  to 
you,  and  will  bring  your  anfwer. 

To  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox.^* 

"SIR, 

"  I  am  very  forry  that  it  is  ut- 
terly inconfiftent  with  my  ideas  of 
propriety,  to  authorife  the  putting 
any  thing  into  the  newfpapers  re- 
lative to  a  fpeech  which  in  my 
opinion  required  no  explanation. 
You,  who  heard  the  fpeech,  muft 
know  that  it  did  convey  no  perfo- 
nal reflexion  upon  you,  unlei's  yoa 
felt  yourfelf  in  the  predicament 
upon  which  I  animadverted.  Tke 
account  of  my  fpeech  in  the  newf- 
papers is  certainly  incorrefl,  and 
certainly  unauthorifed  by  me  ;  and 
therefore  with  refpedt  to  that,  I 
have  nothing  to  fay. 

"  Neither  the  converfation  that 
palTed  at  Brookes's,  nor  this  letter, 
are  of  a  fecret  nature,  and  if  yoa 
have  any  vvifli  to  relate  the  one,  or 

to 
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to  fhew  the  other,  you  are  perfecl- 
ly  at  liberty  {0  to  do.     I  am,  &c. 

To J^am,  E/j." 

Chejierfield-ftreet,  half  paft  3, 
Sunday y  Jsloij.  28. 

*'  S  I  R, 

**  As  you  muil  be  fenfible  that 
the  fpeech  printed  in  the  News- 
papers reflefts  upon  me  pcrfonaily, 
and  as  it  is  from  that  only  that 
the  public  can  have  the:r  informa- 
tion, it  is  evident,  that  unlefs  that 
is  contradifted  by  your  authority, 
in  as  public  a  manner  as  it  was 
given,  my  chara^er  muft  be  inju- 
red. Your  refufal  to  do  this,  en- 
titles me  to  prefume  that  you  ap- 
prove of  the  manner  in  which  that 
fpeech  has  been  given  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  juftifies  me  in  demanding 
the  only  fatisfaftion  that  fuch  an 
injury  will  admit  of. 

'*  Major  Humberllon  is  em- 
powered to  fettle  all  particulars ; 
and  the  foonerthis  affair  is  bronght 
to  a  conclufion,  the  more  agree- 
able to  me.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c. 
STfl  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox^ 

In  confequence  of  the  above, 
the  parties  met,  according  to  a- 
greement,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  After  the  ground  was 
meafured  out,  at  the  diftance  of 
fourteen  paces,  Mr.  Adam  defined 
Mr.  Fox  to  fire,  to  which  Mr.  Fox 
replied,  "  Sir,  I  have  no  quarrel 
with  you;  do  you  fire."  Mr. 
Adam  then  fired,  and  wounded 
Mr.  Fox,  which  we  believe  was 
not  at  all  perceived  by  Mr.  Adam, 
as  it  was  not  diflinftly  feen  by 
either  of  ourfelves.  Mr.  Fox  fired 
without  effeft  ;  we  then  interfered, 
afking  Mr.  Adam  if  he  was  fatis- 
iied  ?  Mr.  Adam  replied,  "  Will 
Mr,  Fox  declare  he  meant  no  per- 
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fonal  attack  upon  my  charader  ?'• 
Upon  which  Mr.  Fox  faid,  this 
was  no  place  for  apologies,  and 
defired  him  to  go  on.  Mr.  Adam 
fired  his  fecond  piftol  without  ef- 
fedt ;  Mr.  Fox  fired  his  remaining 
piftol  in  the  air,  and  then  faying, 
as  the  affair  was  ended,  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  declaring  he  meant 
no  more  perfonal  affront  to  Mr. 
Adam  than  he  did  to  either  of 
the  other  gentlemen  prefent, 
Mr.  Adam  replied,  "  Sir,  you 
have  behaved  like  a  man.  of  ho- 
nour." Mr.  Fox  then  mentioned, 
that  he  believed  himfelf  wounded, 
and,  upon  his  opening  his  waift- 
coat,  it  was  found  it  was  fo,  but, 
to  all  appearance,  flightly.  The 
parties  then  feparated,  and  Mr. 
Fox's  wound  was,  on  examination, 
found  not  likely  to  produce  any 
dangerous  confequence. 

Richard  Fitzpatrick,  Second 
to  Mr.  Fox. 

^.  Mackenzie Humberjlon,  Se- 
cond to  Mr.  Adam. 

A  Court  of  Aldermen  was  held, 
principally  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
claring Mr.  Wilkes  duly  eleded 
Chamberlain,  and  to  receive  his 
propofal  of  fecurities ;  when  Mr. 
Wilkes  propofed  Geo.  Hayley  and 
John  Sawbridge,  Efqrs,  Alder- 
men, Thomas  Scott,  and  Rene 
Payne,  Efqrs.  to  be  fureties  in 
the  penalty  of  40,0001.  for  the 
due  performance  of  the  office  of 
Chamberlain,  which  the  Court 
unanimoufly  approved  of. 

Peferjburgh,  Ncv.  5.  The  Se- 
nate has  received,  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  Kamtfchatka,  advice, 
that,  laft  year,  about  the  time 
that  the  leave?,  though  ftill  green, 
begin  to  fall  from  the  trees, 
two  large  veiTels  arrived  on  their 
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coaft,  one  of  three,  and  the  other 
of  two  niafts ;  that  they  landed 
fome  men,  and  behaved  with  great 
courtefy  to  the  inhabitants,  giving 
them  prefents ;  that  the  inhabi- 
tants in  return  offered  them  fome 
whales  flefh,  which  they  refufed, 
after  fmelling  to  it;  that  they 
could  not  underftandany  thing  they 
faid  ;  that  thefe  veflels  afterwards 
failed  towards  the  North,  and 
touched  at  different  parts  of 
Kamtfchatka,  where  the  fame  oc- 
currences happened  as  before  men- 
tioned ;  that  they  failed  out  of 
fight  towards  the  North,  but  in 
fome  days  returned,  and  failed  to 
the  South,  fince  which  they  have 
not  been  feen. 

We  do  not  know  v/hat  veffels 
thefe  can  have  been,  unlefs  they 
are  Capt,  Cook's,  who  failed  from 
England  three  years  ago  to  make 
difcoveries,  and  who  has  not  been 
heard  of  fince  he  was  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

Stockholm,  Nov.  1 5 .  The  grand 
bafon  which  has  been  formed  at 
Carlfcroon  is  reckoned  one  of  the 
fineft  performances  of  the  age.  It 
contains  24  places,  in  which  fliips 
may  not  only  be  kept  dry,  but 
may  be  taken  out  by  letting  in 
water  at  any  time,  which  may  be 
done  into  any  one  of  thofe  places 
feparately.  The  engineer  who 
had  the  direftion  of  this  work  is 
Mr.  Tunberg,  and  he  has  acquired 
great  reputation  by  it.  He  has 
alfo  invented  a  fort  of  fpying- 
glafs,  with  which  one  may  difce- 
ver  the  nature  of  the  foils  under 
water. 

Died,  at  Rumfey,  in  Hants, 
James  Cordelon ,  a  native  of  France, 
aged  108  years. 

At  Barbadoes,  Mrs.  Mary  Pol- 
lard, aged  1 15  years.     She  was  in 


perfe£l  health  till  within  a  few 
days  of  her  death  ;  could  read  the 
fmallefl  print  without  fpeftacles, 
and  retained  her  fenfes  to  the  laft 
minute. 

At  Hammerfmith,  Mrs.  Bonnel, 

wife  of Bonnel,  Efq.     It  is 

remarkable  of  this  lady,  that  fhe 
was  a  mother  at  16,  a  grandmo- 
ther at  35,  and  had  17  children 
in  the  courfe  of  n  years  and  a 
half. 


DECEMBER. 

Mary  Howard,  a  hawker  , 
of  ballads,  went  voluntarily  ^  ' 
before  the  mayor  of  Kingfton,  and 
made  oath,  that  fhe  and  one  Ifaac 
Jones,a  pedlar,vvere  the  perfons  who 
murdered  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheney 
on  the  nth  of  December  1762, 
for  the  difcovery  of  which  murder 
lool.  reward  was  offered  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Hungerford,  and 
the  fame  by  his  Majefly.  She  faid 
fhe  was  driven  by  the  remorfe  of 
her  own  confcience  to  make  the 
difcovery,  not  from  malice  to  the 
man. 

John  Staples,  for  extort-  y- , 
irig  money  from  Tho.  Har- 
ris Crofby,  by  threatening  to  charge 
him  with  an  abominable  crime ; 
Timothy  Fitzpatrick,  for  flealing 
money ;  and  John  Taylor,  for 
flealing  a  letter,  in  which  was  a 
bill  of  exchange  for  30I.  were  exe- 
cuted at  Tyburn,  purfuant  to  their 
fentence. 

The  fefTions  ended  at  the 
Old  Baily,  when  the  fol- 
lowing prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  John  Howell,  for 
Healing  352  filk  handkerchiefs, 
and  other  goods  to  a  confiderable 
amount,  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Davidfon,  pawn -broker,  In 
Billiopfgate-ftreet ;  William  Kent, 
for  robbing  Henry  Otto,  one  of 
his  Majefty's  meilengers,  of  his 
watch  and  money,  on  the  higlt- 
way,  near  Gunnerfbury-lane  ; 
Hugh  Mulvey,  Benjamin  Fetter, 
John  Wiley,  and  John  Woolmore, 
for  a  burglary  in  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Mr.  Farley  in  Coldbath- 
fields,  and  ftealing  feme  wearing 
apparel.  Sec.  ;  nine  were  ordered 
to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  for  the 
benefit  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river  I'hames,  four  to  be  kept  to 
hard  hibour  in  the  Houfe  of  Cor- 
redion,  and  13  difcharged  by  pro- 
clamation. 

,  Laft   week    a   Court    of 

Common  Council  was  held 
at  Guiidhall,  to  re-confider  the 
order  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  confider  what  mark  of  refpeft 
is  moll  fit  to  perpetuate  the  me- 
mory of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham  ; 
when  after  fome  debate  it  was 
agreed  to  ereft  a  ftatue  in  Guild- 
hall over  the  Hnllings,  facing 
Alderman  Beckford's ;  and  it  is  to 
be  executed  by  Mr,  Bacon,  at  an 
expence  not  exceeding  3000I. — 
The  thanks  of  the  Court  were  alfo 
voted  to  feveral  Peers  for  their 
fteady  behaviour  and  fpirited  con- 
dudl  in  the  Houfe  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  for  the  good  of  their  coun- 
try. 

One  evening  lafl  month,  a  car- 
penter going  accidentally  through 
the  tranfept  of  Ely  cathedral,  faw 
the  chamber  adjoining  to  the  lan- 
tern on  fire  ;  he  got  sfliftance,  :ind 
they  tore  up  the  flaming  board;:, 
and  thievv  them  down  into  the  oc- 
tagon ;  and  thus  faved  that  beau- 
tiful part  of  the  building  the  lan- 
tern, and  poflibly  the  v/hole 
church.     The  fire  is  fuppofed  10 


have  been  occafioned  by  the  ufuc^t 
carelefTnefs  of  plumbers  who  had 
been  repairing  the  lead. 

On  Wednefday  morning,  tht 
15th,  a  barbarous  murder  was 
committed,  in  a  copfe  at  Good- 
wood, in  SufTex,  the  feat  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  pli 
the  body  of  Thomas  Hewitt,  one 
of  his  Grace's  grooms,  by  one 
Burnett,  a  poacher,  in  company 
with  three  others,  who  on  the 
fame  morning  had  been  deftroying 
game  in  the  above  copfe,  and  who, 
on  meeting  with  the  deceafed  and 
two  of  his  Grace's  park-keepers, 
immediatelv  fell  upon  them,  and 
befides  killing  the  above  unfortu- 
nate man,  they  fo  unmercifully 
beat  one  of  the  keepers,  that  his 
life  was  in  danger  for  feveral  days. 
Hewitt,  we  are  informed,  had 
thrown  Burnett  feveral  fuccelTive 
times,  and  it  is  believed  would 
have  f(?cured  him,  (as  Burnett 
hath  fince  acknowledged)  had 
he  not  unfortunately  in  the  fcuffle 
fallen  backward  over  a  wheel- 
track,  in  which  fituation  his  in- 
human antagonift  feized  him  faft 
by  the  throat,  and  never  quitted 
his  hold  till  he  had  killed  him, 
when  the  murderers  immediately 
fled,  leaving  behind  them  fome  ot 
their  hats,  and  a  bag  containing 
three  brace  of  pheafants.  The 
Coroner's  Inqueft  fat  on  the 
body  of  the  unfortunate  Hev/itr, 
and  brought  in  their  verdicl 
Wilful  Murder;  in  confe^nencc 
of  which,  two  of  the  criniinah, 
James  Burnett  and  George  Dil- 
loway,  who  were  foon  afterwaitl's 
apprehended  and  taken,  were 
committed  to  Horfham  gaol,  to 
take  their  trial  at  the  next  afliacs 
for  the  faid  murder.  The  odur 
two  oftenders,   Charles  DU low-ay 

and 
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and  Daniel  Shepherd,  are  ftill  at 
large, 

20th. 
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23d. 


This  day  came  on  before 
Lord  Mansfield,  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  Weftmin- 
ller,  a  trial  on  an  information  or- 
dered by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  the  courfe  of  laft  feflion?,  againll 
MefTrs.  Stratton,  Brook,  Floyer, 
and  Mackey,  for  the  arreil  and 
jmprifonment  of  Lord  Pigot,  when 
governor  of  Madrafs.  The  cafe 
was  ably  and  pathetically  opened 
by  Mr.  Wedderburne,  in  fupport 
of  the  charge,  and  as  ably  aniwer- 
ed  by  Mr.  Dunning,  in  favour  of 
the  defendants.  After  the  Judge 
had  delivered  his  charge,  the  Jury 
found  the  defendants  guilty.  See 
Appendix, 

His  Majefty  gave  the  royal 
aflent  to  the  following  bills, 
viz.  for  granting  a  free  trade  to 
Ireland  ;  for  preventing  the  clan- 
defline  conveyance  of  fugar,  &c. 
from  America  into  Great  Britain  ; 
for  indemnifying  oincers  of  the 
militia  who  have  not  qualified 
themfelves,  &c. ;  and  two  private 
bills. 

The  Houfe  of  Peers  adjourned 
to  the  zjth  of  January,  and  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  24th  of 
the  fame  month. 

Brifiol,  Dec.  25.  The  want  of 
a  fupply  of  American  tar  has  given 
us  a  difcovery  of  the  utmoft  utili- 
ty, and  which  will  be  a  great  far- 
ing to  this  country  ;  fome  gentle- 
men of  Briftol  having  fet  up  works 
for  extrafting  the  oil  out  of  pit- 
coal,  ufed  for  making  lampblack  ; 
this  oil  is  alfo  boiled  down  to  the 
confiftence  of  tar,  which  it  exaftly 


refembles  in  coloui*  and  quality, 
and  is  with  difficulty  diftinguilhed 
from  real  tar  ;  feveral  Ihips  in  this 
port  have  had  their  bottoms  payed 
with  it,  and  though  it  is  found  to 
be  a  more  excellent  prefervative 
againft  the  worms,  it  has  the  hap>- 
py  advantage  of  being  rendered 
at  nearly  half  the  price  of  real  tar  ; 
it  may  be  alfo  ufed  with  fuccefs  in 
every  cafe  in  which  tar  is  employ- 
ed. The  oil  is  alfo  boiled  dowa 
to  the  confiltence  of  pitch,  which 
it  is  alfo  ufed  for,  and  is  found  aa 
excellent  fuccedaneum  for  that  ar- 
ticle. Afier  the  oil  is  extradled 
from  the  coal,  the  refiduum  is  a 
very  good  coke. 

In  the  account  given  lafl  year 
of  the  number  of  Ibips  cleared  at 
the  Cuftom  Houfe  in  the  year  1777, 
it  is  to  be  underflood  of  fhips  cleared 
at  the  Culrom  Houfe,  Newcaftle. 
— We  have  been  favoured  with  the 
following  Liil  from  an  obliging 
correfpondent  at  that  place,  to 
whom  we  are  alfo  indebted  for  the 
above-mentioned  corredion. 

Ships  cleared  oui=wards  at  the  Cv.Jlom 
Houfe,  Newcaftle,  including  their 
repeated  njoyages. 

Coaftwife.  Foreign.  Total. 

Year  1777— *44.io— 403 —4813 

1778—  4140—285—4425 

1779 —  3670  —  230 — 3900 

From  the  above  it  appears,  that 
1779  has  fallen  fhort  of  1778, 
525  Ihips ! — and  of  1777,  913 
fliips ! 


*  Thefe  numbers  differ  a  little  from  thofe  in  the  Reglfter  of  J778,  which  may 
arife  troro  the  different  terminations  of  the  year; — thefe  are  from  5  Jan.  ta 
5  Jan.—and  thofe  may  have  been  taken  from  25  Dec.  to  35  Dec. 
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Died,  in  a  very  advanced  age, 
and  in  great  obfcurity,  at  Rother- 
hithe.  Dr.  Gibbs,  an  excellent 
mathematician  and  mufician.  He 
died  with  his  pen  in  his  hand, 
correfting  a  work  he  was  juft 
about  to  publifli. 

Martha  Cove,  aged  105,  one 
of  the  poor  belonging  to  the  pa- 
rifh  of  St.  James's,  Weftminiler. 


A  General  Bill  of  all  the  Chrijlen- 

ings  and  Burials  from  December 

15,    1778,    to  December   14, 

»779- 

Ghriftened,  Buried, 

Males         8640    Males       10208 

Females     8129    Females    102 12 


In  all  16769  In  all  20420 

Increafed  in  the  burials  this  year 
21. 

Died  under  two  years  of  age  7261 

Between  2  and   5  2100 

5  and  10  703 

10  and  20  692 

20  and  30  1392 

30  and  40  1635 

40  and  50  2002 

50  and  60  1680 

60  and  70  1427 

70  and  80  1038 

80  and  90  413 

90  and  100  69 

100  4 

101  I 

102  2 

103  I 


Births  yor  the  Year  1779. 

January.  The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
Stanley,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Martin  Brown 
Folkes,  Bart,  of  a  daughter. 
3 


TheQueen  of  Naples,  of  a  prlil* 
cefs. 

The  Princefs  of  Afturias,  of  art 
Infanta,  at  the  Pardo,  Madrid. 

The  Princefs  Louifa  Henrietta 
Carolina,  fpoufe  of  his  Serene 
Highnefs  the  Hereditary  Prii^ce 
of  HefTe  Darmlladt,  of  a  prin- 
cefs. 

February.  The  Lady  of  Sir 
James  Langham,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

The  Countefs  of  Rofeberry,  of  a 
daughter. 

23d.  This  morningj  between 
three  and  four  o'clock,  the  Queen 
was  happily  delivered  of  a  Prince. 

March.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Melbourne,  of  a  fon. 

April.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Williams  Wynne,  Bart,  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs 
of  Warwick,  of  a  fon. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Bofton,  of 
a  fon. 

May.  The  Marchionefs  of 
Gran  by,  of  a  fon. 

The  confort  of  the  Great 
Duke  of  RuiTia,  of  a  prince,  whd 
was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Con* 
ftantine. 

Lady  Downe,  of  a  fon. 

June.  RightHon.  Lady  Craven, 
of  a  fon . 

The  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Smith,  Bart* 
of  a  daughter. 

July.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Amelia  Byron,  of  a  daughter. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of  Covv- 
per,  of  a  fon,  at  Florence. 

Augujl.  Right  Hon.  Countefs 
of  Suffolk,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

Lady  of  Sir  Ch.  Douglafs,  of  a 
fon. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Algernon 
Percy,  of  a  daughter. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Brownlow,  of 
a  fon-. 

Right 
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Right  Hon.  Lady  Anne  Foley, 
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At  Dublin,  George  Po\ve],Efq; 


of  a  fon 

The  Duchefs  of  Leinfter,   of  a 
daughter,  in  Ireland. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Eden,  Bart. 
of  a  daughter. 

September.  The  Great  Duchefs 
ofTufcany,  of  a  prince. 

The  Princefs  of  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand of  Pruffia,  of  a  Prince, 

Princels  of  Mecklenburgh  Stre- 
litz,  of  a  princefs. 

The  Duchefs  of  Chandos,  of  a 
daughter. 

Oilobcr,  Lady  of  Sir  John  Tay- 
lor, Bart,  of  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Francis 
Talbot,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey, 
Bart,  of  a  daughter. 

Novetnber.  The  Lady  of  the 
Hon.  Col.  Fitzroy,  of  a  fon. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of  Jerfey, 
of  a  daughter. 

The  Duchefs  of  Chartres,  of  a 
prince. 

The  Archduchefs,  confort  to  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand,  of  a  prince, 
at  Milan. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Beau- 
champ  Proftor,  Bare,  of  a  daugh- 
ter, in  Savilie-row. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Vanfittart,  of  a  fon. 

December.  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Fowke,  Bart,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Win.  Afliurii;,  of  a 
fon. 


MARRIAGES,  1779. 

January.  The  Hon.  MifsWrot- 
tefley,  one  of  the  maids  of  honour 
to  her  Majeily,  and  fifter  to  the 
Duchefs  of  Giafton,  to  Colonel 
Gardner. 

Sir  John  William  Pole,  ofSbute, 
Bart,     to    Mifs,  Templcr, 
•  •Vol.  XXIL 


to  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Anne 
Stratford,  daughter  to  the  late 
Earl  of  Aldborough. 

February.  Mifs  Baynton,  daugh- 
ter to  Sir  Ed.  Baynton,  Bart,  to 
Andrew  Stone,  Efq; 

Hon,  Henry  Vernon,  2d  fon  to 
Lord  Vernon,  to  Mifs  Sedley. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Prifcilla 
Barbara  Elizabeth  Bertie,  eldeiS 
filler  of  the  Duke  of  Ancafler,  to 
Peter  Burrell,  Efq; 

March.  Sir  Roger  Twifden, 
Bart.  ofBradburne,  to  Mifs  Wel- 
dalh,  of  Chatham. 

The  Hon.  Felton  Hervey,  to 
Mifs  Elville,  only  daughter  and 
fole  heirefs  of  Sir  John  Elville, 
Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount 
Gallway,  to  Mifs  Elizabeth  Ma= 
thew. 

The  Hon.  Earth.  Bouverie,  3d 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  to 
Mifs  Arundell. 

Sir  William  Smyth,  of  Hill 
Hall,  in  Effex,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Windham. 

Richard  Wilfon,  Efq;  of  Ay- 
tone,  in  Ireland,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Townfliend,  daughter  of  Lady 
Greenwich  and  the  late  Mr. 
Charles  Townfhend,  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  half-fifter 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleugh. 

Jpril.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Binning,  to  Lady  Sophia  Hope. 

John  Hawkins,  Eiq;  eldell  fon 
of  Sir  Csfar  Hawkins,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Colbourne. 

May.  The  Right  Flon.  Hugh 
Earl  and  Baron  Percy,  fon  and 
heir  apparent  of  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  to  Mifs  Frances 
Julia  Burrell,  3d  daughter  of  the 
late  Peter  Burrell,  Efq;  ' 
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The  Earlof  Harrington,  to  Mifs 
Fleming,  '-aughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Michael  Fleming. 

June.  Right  Hon.  Lord  Forbe?, 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Selina 
Rawdon. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Cathcart,  to 
Mifs  Elliot. 

. Byron,   Efq;    Captain    in 

the  Guards,  and  eldeft  fon  of  Ad- 
jniral  Byron,  to  Lady  Amelia  Con- 
yers  D'Arcy. 

Anthony  Chapman,  Efq;  to 
the  Hon.  Miis  Charlotte  Carey, 
daughter  to  Loid  Vifcount  Falk- 
land. 

John  James  Flamilton,  Efq; 
nephew  to  the  Earl  of  Abercorn, 
to  Mifs  Catherine  Copley,  fecond 
daughter  of  Sir  Joleph  Copley, 
Bart. 

Capt.  DufReld,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Eliz.  Birmingham, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Lowth. 

Baron  Nolken,  Envoy  from 
Sweden,  to  Mrs.  Le  Maicre,  re- 
lid  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  JuUice  Le 
Maitre. 

July.  The  Hon.  Henry  Stawell 
Bilfon  Lejise,  fon  and  heir  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Mary  Baronefs  Sta- 
well in  her  own  right,  to  Mifs  Mary 
Curzon. 

The  Earl  of  Shelbiirne,  to  Lady 
Louifa  Fitzpatrick,  fitter  to  the 
Earl  of  Upper  Oliory. 

Sir  F.  Vincent,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Muilman. 

Sir  E.  Lloyd,  Bart,  to  Mifs  A. 
Yonge. 

Francis  Head,  Efq;  to  Mifs  Ma 
ria  Juttina  Stepney,    daughter  of 
Sir  I'h.  Stepn'  y,  Bart. 

Thomas  Wiggons,  Efq;  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Kinnaird,  daughter  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Kinnaird. 


GISTER,    1779. 

JuguJ}.  William  Bowles,  Efq; 
to  Mils  Dinah  Frankland,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Bart. 

Thomas  Horton,  Efq;  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Stanley,  fifter  to  the 
Earl  of  Derby. 

Rev.  Sir  Stephen  Glynne,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Bennet. 

The  Hon.  and  Rev.  John  Hewitt, 
Deane  of  Cloyne,  and  fon  to  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Jane  More. 

September.  The  Rev.  fofeph 
Smith,  of  VVendover,  to  Mifs  fulia 
Bernard,  youngeft  daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Berney,  Bart,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Neville,  only  daughter 
of  Lord  Abergavenny. 

Butler,   Efq;   to  the  Hon. 

Mifs  Langdale,  daughter  of  Lord 
Langdale. 

Auguftus  Perkins,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Warren,  only  fitter  to  Sir  John 
Borlace  Warren. 

Sir  Robert  Barker,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Holloway. 

Tho.  Gage,  Efq;  fon  and  heir 
of  Sir  Tho.  Gage,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Charlotte  Fitzherbert. 

Ocloher.  John  Inglifh  Dolben, 
only  fon  of  Sir  William  Dolben, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Hallet. 

No--^'ember.  Tho.  Hanmer,  Efqt 
eldett  fon  of  Sir  Walden  Hanmer, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Kennyon. 

Hon.  Mifs  Sally  Pratt,  third 
daughter  to  Lord  Camden,  to 
Nich.  Price,  Efq; 

Dec.  Sir  Richard  Clayton,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  White". 

John  Honeywood,  Efq;  to  Hon. 
Mifs  Courtnay,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Lord  Vifcount  Courtnay. 

Charles  Smyth,  Efq;  brother  to 

Sir  William  Smyth,  Bart,  to  Mifs 

Vandeput, 
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Vandeput,    daughter  of  Sir  Geo. 
Vandeput,  Bare. 


Principal  PROMOTIONS   for  the 
Year  1779,  frbtn  the  Londo7i  Ga- 


Jan.  Andrew  Snape  Hammond, 
Eiq;  to  the  honour  of  linight- 
hood . 

Whittled  Keene,  Efq;  to  be 
Surveyor  of  his  Majefry's  Works. 

Feb.  Earl  of  Farnham,  Go- 
vernor of  th6  County  of  Cavan,  in 
Irehind,  vice  late  E.  of  fianelbo- 
rout^h. 

Hi«  Grace  D.  of  Ancafter  and 
Kefteven, — made  Ld  Lieut,  of  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  and  fworn  of 
his  Majerty's  moll  hon.  Privy 
Council. 

Gen;  Sir  Geo.  Howard,  K.  B. 
to  the  command  of  the  ift  regi- 
men-t  of  dragoon  guards,  f-oice 
Gen.  Moftyn; 

The  moft  honourable  order  of 
the  Bath  to  James  Harris,  Efq; 
his  Majeily's  Envoy  Extraol-dinary 
and  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court 
of  PeterA^urgh. 

In  piirfuance  of  the  King's  plca- 
fure,  the  following  Flag-officers  of 
his  M.ijelly's  fleet  were  promot- 
ed, viz.  George  Mackenzie,  Efq; 
Matthew  Barton,  Efq;  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  Knt.  Hon.  Samuel  Bar- 
rington.  Rear  Admirals  of  the 
Red  ;  Mariot  Arbuthnot,  Efq; 
Robert  Roddam^  Efq;  George 
Darby,  Efq;  John  Campbell,  Efq; 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  White,  to 
be  Vice  Admirals  of  the  Blue; 

James  Gambler,  Efq;  William 
Lloyd, EfqJ  Fancis  William  Drake, 
Efq;  Sir  Edward  Hughes^  Knight 
«f  th«   Bath,   Hyd«   Parker,  tfq; 


Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue,  ti3  be 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  Red. 

And  the  following  captains  U'ere 
alfo  appointed  Flag-officers  Of  his 
Majeliy's  fleer,  vi2.  John  Evansj 
Efq;  Mark  Milbanke,  Efq;  Ni- 
cholas Vincent  Efq;  John  Storr^ 
Efq;  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  Knight, 
to  be  Rear  Admirals  of  the  White; 

Jofliua  Rowley,  Efq;  Richard 
Edwards,  Efq;  Thomas  Graves, 
Efq;  Robert  Digby,  Efq;  Sir  John 
Lockhart  Rofs,  Bart,  to  be  Rear 
Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

His  Majefty  has  bedn  pleafed  to 
appoint  Major-generals  William 
A^mheril,  of  3 2d  foot,  Robert 
Watfon,  Lieut.  Governor  of  Portf- 
mouth,  Daniel  Jones,  of  2d  foot, 
John  Mackenzie,  of  the  marines^ 
John  Bell,  of  the  marines,  Jordert 
Wren,  of4i  ft  foot,  Lancelot  Baugh, 
of  58th  foot.  Sir  David  Lindfay, 
Bart,  of  59th  foot,  Henry  Smithy 
of  the  marines,  to  be  Lieutenant- 
generals  in  the  army. 

As  likewife  Colonels  Speticer 
Cowper,  Lieutenant- gtivernbr  of 
Tinmouth,  William  Winyard,  of 
3d  foot  guards,  Edward  Mathew, 
of  zd  foot  guards,  Richard  Burton 
Philllpfon,  of  I  ft  dragoons,  Francis 
Smith,  of  10th  foot,  Auguftine 
Prevoft,  of  66th  foot,  James  Pat- 
tifon,  of  the  artillery,  John  Doug- 
las, of  2d  dragoons,  Hon.  Alex- 
ander Lefiie,  of  64th  foot,  Sa- 
muel Clcaveland,  of  the  artillery, 
Hon.  Henry  St;  Johti,  of  36th 
foot,  William  Thornton,  of  ift: 
foot  guards,  George  Ogilvie,  of 
3d  foot  giiardsj  Sir  William  Er- 
ikine^  Knt.  of  80th  foot,  John 
Campbell,  of  57th  foot.  Sir  George 
Oiborn,  Bart,  of  3d  foot  guards, 
to  be  Major  -  generals  in  the 
armv. 


[^ 
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March,  Martin  Eden,  Efq;  ap- 
pointed Envoy  Extraordinary  to 
ihe  Court  of  Copenhagen. 

Thoinas  Rumbold,  Efq;  Go- 
vernor of  Madrals,  created  a  Bart. 

Hedtor  Munro,  Efq;  Major-ge- 
neral of  his  Majefty's  forces  in  the 
Eaft-Indiss,  created  a  Knight  of 
the  Bath. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to 
appoint  John  Elliot,  Efq;  the 
Hon.  Robert  Boyle  Wdfingham, 
and  Wm.  Hotham,  Efq;  to  be 
Colonels  of  his  Majelly's  marine 
forces,  in  the  room  of  Thomas 
Graves,  Robert  Digby,  and  Jo- 
fhua  Rowley,  Efqrs,  appointed 
Flag-officers  of  his  Majeily's  fleet. 

I'he  Rev.  Cyril  Jackfon,  ap- 
pointed preacher  to  the  Society  of 
Lincoln's-inn. 

April.  Admiral  Mann,  to  be 
one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Adrniralty, 
'vice  Sir  Elugh  Pallifer. 

The  Earl  of  V/inchelfea,  to  be 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Rutland. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  to  be 
Colonel  of  the  7th  regiment,  -vice 
Sir  George  Howard. 

May.  I'he  following  perfons  were 
Knighted  by  the  King,  Geo.  Mun- 
ro, Efq;  of  Poyntzfield,  Cromar- 
ty ;  James  DuiF,  Efq;  ofKenitair, 
Aberdeenfbire;  Tho.  Fowke,  Efq; 
of  Lowefliy  Hall,  Leicefterfhire  ; 
Cha.  Gould,  Efq;  cf  Ealing,  Mid- 
dlefex;  and  Hugh  Daitymple,  Efq; 
of  the  Athol  regiment  of  High- 
landers. 

.  The  Earl  of  Daihoufie,  ap- 
pointed the  King's  High  Commif- 
fionar  to  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

General  Robinfoi),  Governor  of 
New  York. 

The  Rev,  Dr.  Thomas  Thur- 
low,  DcMn  of  Rocheiter,  to  be 
Bimap  of  Lincoln,  in  the  room  of 


Dr.  Green,  deceafed. — The  Ri^jht 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Antrim,  to  be  a 
Knight  of  the  Bath. 

yum.  Rev.  Dr.  JefF;rys,  to  be 
Canon  Refidentiary  of  St".  Paul's. 
— Rev.  Dr.  Cud,  to  be  Dean  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Rochcfter. — Pvcv. 
Mr.  Jackfon,  to  be  a  Canon  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Chrill,  in  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford. — Rev.  Mr. 
Onflow,  to  be  a  Canon  of  the  Ca- 
thedral of  Chrift,  in  the  Univer- 
fity of  Oxford. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendifh,  Bart,  and 
John  Fofter,  Efq;  to  be  of  his 
Majefty's  moll:  honourable  Privy 
Council. 

"July.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Rutland,  to  be  his  Majefly's Lieut, 
of  and  for  the  County  of  Lci> 
cefter;  and  alfo  to  be  the  Cufto$ 
Rotulorum  for  the  faid  county,  io 
the  room  cf  the  late  Duke  of  Rut- 
land.— Bamber  Gafcoyne,  Efq;  tQ 
be  one  of  his  Majefty's  Commit- 
fioners  for  executing  the  officeof 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Charles  Spencer. — Edward 
Gibbon,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  his 
Majefly's  Commiflioners  for  trade 
and  plantations. — The  Right  Rev. 
Father  in  God  Jarncs  late  Bifhop 
of  St.  David's,  to  be  Bifhop  of 
Glouceller,  void  by  the  death  of 
Doftor  Warburton.  —  John  War- 
ren, D.D.  to  be  Bifhop  of  St. 
David's. —The  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot- 
land, to  be  keeper  of  his  Majelfy'S 
Signet  in  Scotland.  —  Charle? 
French,  of  Clogha,  in  the  county 
ofGalway,  Efq;  and  Hugh  H;ll, 
of  Londonderry,  Efq;  to  be  Ba- 
ronets of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
—  Sir  W.  A.  Cunynghame,  Bart. 
Clerk  Comptroik-r  of  the  Bo^rd  q£ 
Green  Clo:.h. 

Juguji, 


CHRONICLE. 


[245 


Augufl.  Brcvvnlow,  Dukeof  An- 
cafter,  to  be  Ld.  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  Of  Lincoln. — The  Rt.  Rev. 
Charles,  Biihop  of  Cloyne,  to  the 
Archbifhopric  of  Cafhell  in  Ire- 
land. —  Right  Hon.  John  Lord 
Vifcount  Moiintftuart,  fworn  of  his 
Majefty's  moft  honourable.  Privy 
council  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  ap- 
pointed Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the 
Court  of  Turin. — James  Douj^las, 
Efq;  appointed  his  Majefty's  Con- 
ful  General  at  Naples. 

5ept,  Wm.  Arnald,  B.  D.  Ca- 
non of  Windfor. 

W.  Ballard,  Efq;  of  Kitley,  De- 
von, a  Baronet  of  Great  Britain. 

Robert  Maxwell,  Efq;  appoint- 
ed (by  patent  under  the  great  feal) 
Governor  of  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

Prince  Wm.  Henry  appointed 
Port:  Captain  in  the  navy. 

Cha.  Cou'per,  D.D.  a  preben- 
dary of  Durham. 

Oa.  Francis  Baflet,  Efq;  to  the 
honour  of  a  Baronet  of  this  king- 
dom.— Clement  Cottreli  Dormer, 
Efq;  to  the  honour  of  Knighthood, 
and  Mafter  of  the  Ceremonies. — 
Dr.  Wynne,  Chancellor  of  Lon- 
don, wff  Dr.  Bettefworth,  dec. — 
Capt  John  Laforey,  Commiffioner 
of  the  Navy  at  Barbadoes,  and  the 
Leeward  Iflands.  —  Hon.  Gen. 
Vaughan,  Governor  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam in  Scotland,  'vice  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne,  rcfigned. — Hon.  Wm.  Har- 
court.  Col.  of  the  16th  light  dra- 
goons, 'vice  Gen.  Bargoyne,  re- 
figned. — James  Hare,  Efq;  Mini- 
ftcr  Plenipotentiary  at  Warfaw. 

Dr.  Wm.  Newcome,  Bifhop  of 
Waterford,  and'Lifmore  in  Ire- 
land. 

Dr.  John  Hotham,  Bifhop  of 
OlTory. 

George  Farmer,  Efq;  (eldeft 
fon   ef  the  late  George  Farmer, 


Commander  of  his  Majefty's  fhip 
the  Quebec)  the  dignity  of  a  Ba- 
ronet of  this  kingdom. 

Right  Hon.  David  Vifcount 
Stormont,  one  of  his  Majefty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  Hjice 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  deceafed. 

Nou.  The  Earl  of  Carlifle,   firft  , 
Lord  Commiffioner  of  Trade  and 
Plantations. 

Earl  Bathurft,  Prefident  of  the 
Council,  'uice  Earl  Gower,  re- 
figned. 

Earl  of  Hllfborough,  one  of  his 
Majeity's  Principal  Secrctaiies  of 
Stale,  'vice  Lord  Vifcount  Wey- 
mouth,   refigned. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Charles  Spen- 
cer, to  be  Treafurer  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's Chamber. 

Dec.  Fred.  North,  one  of  the 
Chamberlains  of  his  Majefty's  Ex- 
chequer. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Onflow,  to  be 
Treafurer  of  his  Majefty's  Houfe- 
hold. 

Sir  Richard  Worfley.Bt.  Comp- 
troller of  his  Majefty's  Houfehold. 


DEATHS,     1779. 

Jan.  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Countefs  Dowager  of  Buchan. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs 
of  Litchfield,  aged  60. 

Geo.  Macartney,  Efq;  at  Dub- 
lin, the  father  of  Ld.  Macartney. 

The  Right  Hon.  Brinfley  But- 
ler,  Earl  of  LanefDorough,  Vife. 
and  Earon  Newtown,  Governor  of 
the  county  of  Cavan,  and  one  of 
his  Majefty's  moft  Hon.  Privy 
Council  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land. 

Feb.  Sir  Evcrard  Buckworth, 
Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Edm.  Butler. 
[^]  3  Vifcount 
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Vifcount  Mountgarrct,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs 
Cornwallis. 

At  the  Hagae,  the  Hon.  Char, 
Beiitinck,  3d  fon  of  the  firft  Earl 
of  Portland. 

Sir  Charles  Holt,  Bart. 

The  relid  of  Sir  G.  Oxendon, 
Bart. 

March.  SirJohnMordauntCope, 
Bart, 

At  Vallcyfield  in  Scotland,  Sir 
George  Prefton,  Bart. 

At  Bath,  the  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Howard,  Earl  of  SuiFolk  and  Berk- 
fhire,  Vifcount  Andover,  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Northern  de- 
partment, a  Governor  of  the  Char- 
terhoufe,  and  Knight  of  the  Gar- 
ter. His  Lordfliip  fucceeded  his 
grandfather,  Henry,  the  late  Earl, 
on  the  2ift  of  March,  1757,  and 
married  Maria  Conftantia,  eldefl 
daughter  pf  Robert  Y\(c.  Hamp- 
den, on  the  Zjch  of  May,  1764, 
by  whom  he  had  a  daughter,  who 
died  the  21ft  of  Jaly,  1775;  the 
Counter?  died  the  7th  of  Feb.  1767. 
His  Lordfhip  married  to  his  ie- 
cond  wife,  the  filler  of  the  Earl  of 
Aylesford,  whom  he  left  enccifttc, 
pnd  who  was  afterwards  delivered 
of  a  fon,  who  only  lived  three  days. 
His  Lordfliip  fell  a  martyr  to  the 
gout  (which  he  feems  to  have  had 
hereditary)  ^t  \^z  very  early  age 
of  39, 

Mifs  Mary  Boyd,  daughter  of 
3ir  John  Boyd,  Bart. 

Jpril.  The  Right  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Stanhope,  Earl  of  Harring- 
ton, Vifcount  Peterlham,  a  Ge- 
neral of  his  Majelty's  forces,  Co- 
lonel of  the  fecoiid  troop  ot  horfe 
grenadier  guards,  and  Comptroller 
of  the  Cultoms  in  the  port  of  Dub- 
jiu, 


Richard  Oakes,  Efq;  Under, 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Northern 
department. 

The  Lady  of  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Hinchinbroke,  Vice -chamberlain 
of  his  Ma  jelly's  Houfehold. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  King. 

Lady  Dowager  Vifcountefs  Mon^ 
tague,  aged  80,  relict  of  An-, 
thony,  late  Lord  Vifcount  Monta- 
gue, and  mother  of  the  prefent 
Lord  Vifcount  Montague. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Augufta  Anne 
Kearney,  half  filler  to  the  Duke 
of  Chandos. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Green, 
Lord  BiQiop  of  Lincoln. 

Right  Hon.  the  Countefs  of 
Pundonald. 

At  Hill  Court,  Gloucefterlhire, 
aged  54,  Sir  John  Full,  Bart,  the 
laft  of  the  male  line  of  that  anr 
cient  Saxon  family.  He  was  li- 
neally defcended  from  John  Full,  the 
celebrated  artift  from  whom  the  city 
of  Mentz  contends  wjth  Harlem, 
for  the  honour  of  having  invented 
the  art  of  printing, 

In  Scotland,  the  Right  Hon. 
Amelia  Murray,  Lady  Sinclair, 
filler  to  the  late  Duke  of  Achol. 

The  only  daughter  of  Lord  Al- 
gernon Percy, 

William  Parry,  Efq;  Admiral 
of  the  Blue, 

Ac  Paris,  John  Earl  of  Tra- 
quaire,   aged  81. 

The  relifl:  of  Sir  Robert  Maude, 

Sir  Robert  Lavyrie,  Bart,  of 
Maxwelton. 

May.  The  relia  of  Sir  Wn^. 
York. 

Hon.  Henry  Finch,  Efq;  bro- 
ther to  the  Earl  of  Aylesford. 

Mifs  Alicia  Knatch'bull,  youngeft 
daughter  of  Sir  Ed.  Knatchbull» 
Bart. 

Sir  John  Chetwpde,  Bart. 

Hon, 
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Hon,  Mrs.  Cowper,  daughter  of 
Ld.  Vifcount  TownOiend,  relid  of 
the  late  Dean  of  Durham. 

The  Right  Hon.  Dowager  Lady 
Sandys. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Michael 
Cox,  Archbiihop  of  Cafhel,  in  his 
88th  year.  He  was  confecrated 
Eifhop  of  Onbry  in  1743  ;  tran- 
ilated  to  Cafhel  1754. 

At  his  houfe  at  Knightfbridge, 
in  the  83d  year  of  his  age,  his 
Grace  John  Duke  of  Rutland, 
Marquis  of  Granby,  Earl  of  Rut- 
land, Baron  Roos  of  Hamlalce, 
Trulbut,  and  Belvoir,  Baron  Man- 
ners of  Hiiddon,  Knight  of  the 
Garter,  and  one  of  his  Majcfty's 
Privy  Council.  His  grace  mar- 
ried Bridget,  only  daughter  and 
heirefs  to  Robert  Sutton,  Lord 
Lexington  ;  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  ifiue,  viz.  i.  John  Mar- 
quis of  Gr.inby,  who  died  in  his 
father's  life-time.  2.  Lord  Robert 
Sutton,  who  died  fome  years  before 
his  faid  elder  brother.  And  3.  Lord 
Geo.  SiUton,  now  living.  Hisgrace 
was  defcended  in  a  dirtft  line  from 
the  family  De  Albini,  Lords  of 
Belvoir ;  which  ancient  ftock  hath 
(in  its  progrefllve  courfe)  by  its 
feveral  intermarriages,  united  it- 
lelf  with  the  families  of  Seymour, 
RulTell,  Noel,  Mountague,  Roos, 
and  Flantagenet.  His  grace's 
honours  and  eftates  defcend  to  his 
grandfon  Charles  Marquisof  Gran- 
by, now  Duke  of  Rutland,  who  is 
tiie  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  illultrious 
Marquis,  by  the  Lady  Frances 
Seymour,  daughter  of  Charles 
Duke  of  Somerfet. 

'June.  Right  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Warburton,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Glou- 
cefter. 

Sir  Francis  Bernard,  Bart.  late 
Governor  of  Maffachufet'i  Bay, 


Sir  John  Shaw,  Bart. 

Relid  of  Sir  Thomas  Mannock, 
Bart. 

Sir  William  Wolfeley,  Bart. 

The  yonngeft  fon  of  Ld.  North. 

July.    Rt.  Hon.  Countefs  Dow- 
ager of  Macclesfield. 

Hon.  Thomas  K.ing,  brother  to 
Lord  King. 

The  Lady  of  Col.  Ackland. 

In  Dublin,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lady 
Dowager  Dillon. 

Sir  Alexander  Parry,  Bart. 

In  the  23d  year  of  his  age,  Rob. 
Bertie,  Duke  of  Ancaller  and 
Kefteven,  Marquis  of  Lindfey,  Lord 
Great  Chamberlain  of  England  by 
inheritance,  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Curtos  Rotulorum  of  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  and  one  of  his  Majefty's 
moil  honourable  Privy  Council. 
The  moll  amiable  and  engaging 
manners  dillingulfhed  his  private 
life,  and  the  expe6lation  and  hopes 
of  his  country  were  raifed  high  from 
the  experiment  which  the  very 
fhort  period  of  his  public  condu(^ 
had  given.  His  grace  fucceeded 
Peregrine  his  father  in  AuguH  lall, 
and  dying  unmarried,  the  title 
goes  to  Lord  Brownlov/  Bertie  his 
uncle.  The  ancient  Barony  of 
Willoughby  of  Erefby,  a  Barony 
in  fee,  dcfcends  to  the  heirs  fe- 
male, and  as  fuch  is  in  abeyance 
between  his  two  fillers,  coheirelTes. 
And  the  office  of  Lord  Great 
Chamberlain  of  England,  which 
devolved  to  the  firft  Earl  of  Lind- 
fey, as  fon  and  heir  lo  his  mother, 
the  fole  heir  female  of  the  great 
family  of  the  Veres,  Earls  of 
Oxford,  defcends  to  his  grace's 
eldeft  filter.  Lady  Elizabeth  Bur^ 
rell. 

Auguft,    Hon.  Mrs.  Cavendifh. 
•    Right  Hon.  George  Rice,  mem- 
ber for  Caermarthen,  Lieut,  and 
[^  4  Culb: 
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Cuflos  Rotiilorum  and  Col.  of  mi- 
litia of  the  faid  county,  Treafurer 
of  liis  Majelly's  Chamber,  and  fon- 
in-lavv  to  Earl  Talbot. 

Charles  Mordaunt,  Earl  of  Pe- 
terborough and  Monniouth,  Vifc. 
Mordaunt  of  Avalon,  Baron  Mor- 
daunt of  Purvey,  and  Baron  Mor- 
daunt of  Ryegate.  He  fucceeded 
Charles  his  grandfather  (the  cele- 
brated heroin  Qjiieen  Anne's  reign) 
in  1735.  His  Lordfhip  was  twice 
married  ;  by  his  nrft  Lady  he  had 
two  daughters  ;  by  his  fecond, 
Charles-Henry  the  prefent  Earl, 
born  May  16,   1758. 

The  new  born  fon  and  heir  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Suffolk,  on  the 
third  day  after  his  birth,  Duke- 
flreet,  Weftminfter ;  he  is  fuc- 
ceeded by  his  uncle  the  Hon.  The. 
Howard . 

Right  Hon.  Ann,  Countefs  of 
Arran. 

William  Henry  Dawfon,  Lord 
Vifcount  Carlow,  and  Baron  Daw- 
fon  of  the  kingdom  of  L-eland, 
aged  6-].  He  was  created  Baron 
April  30,  1770,  and  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  Vifcount  June  28, 
1776.  He  married  Mary,  filler 
to  the  prefent  Lord  Milton  ;  and 
is  fucceeded  by  John  his  eldeft  fon 
(born  Auguft  23,  1744),  member 
for  Queen's  County. 

Sept.  Margaret  Countefs  Dow. 
of  Moray,  daughter  of  David  Earl 
of  Weymis,  and  mother  to  Francis 
the  prefent  Earl  of  Moray. 

Maria  Caiharina  Marchionefsof 
Blandford,  aged  96.  This  Lady 
(the  daughter  of  Peter  de  Yong, 
a  Burgo-maftcr  of  the  Province  of 
Utrecht,  and  f.fter  to  Ifabella 
Countefs  of  Denbigh)  was  married 
April  25,  1729,  to  William  Mar- 
quis of  Blandford,  and  became  a 
Ppvvager  Aug.  24,  1731. 
5 


1779. 

Sir  Whiftler  Webfter,  Bart. 

The  Rev.  Sir  John  Mofeley,  Bt. 

Sir  Cecil  Bifliop,  Bart. 

The  Right  Rev.  Richard  Che- 
nevix.  Lord  Bifhop  of  Waterford. 

Capt.  David  Roach,  lineally  de- 
fcended  from  the  ancient  Vifcounts 
Fermoy,  of  Ireland,  which  title 
he  lately  claimed  in  confequence 
of  difcovering  feveral  errors  in  the 
outlawry  laid  to  his  anceftor  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Firft.  and  hav- 
ing proved  his  defcent,  had  it  re- 
verfed,  and  was  to  take  his  feat 
the  enfuing  Irifn  Seffion  of  Parlia-, 
mcnt. 

The  Right  Hon.  Richard  Gren: 
ville  Temple,  Vifcount  Cobham, 
Earl  Temple.  His  Lordfhip  was 
thrown  from  his  phaeton,  and  un- 
happily fraftured  his  ficuil  by  the 
fall.  His  Lordlhip  was  Earl  Tem- 
ple by  creation,  Vifcount  Cobham 
by  defcent.  Lord  Lieut,  anc  Cuftos 
Ro':ulorum  of  the  county  of  Buck- 
ingham, a  Knight  of  the  Garter, 
and  Privy  Counfellor.  He  is  fuc- 
ceeded in  title  and  eftate  by  his 
nephew  George  Nugent  Grenville, 
one  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exche- 
quer. 

The  Ladyof  Sir  Gervas  Clifton, 
Bart,  of  a  putrid  fever,  caught  by 
conftantly  attending  two  of  her  fens 
in  that  diforder;  the  fecond  of 
whom  (Gervas  Clifton,  Efq;)  died 
Auguft  9. 

the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  aged  one  year  and  ten 
months,  grandfon  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  and  of  the  Earl  of 
Hertford.  The  title  devolves  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Thomas  Pel- 
ham  Clinton,  member  of  Parlia- 
ment for  the  city  of  Weftminfter. 

Oa.   Sir  Roger  Twifden,  Bart.  ■ 

Hon.  Lieut,  Napier,  youngeft 
fon  of  the  late  Lord  Napier. 

Right 
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Right  Hon.  Robert  Maxwell 
Earl  ofFarnham. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Wiiloughby 
of  Parham,  aged  about  30.  The 
title  is  now  extinft. 

Sir  William  Gardiner,  Bart. 

The  eldell  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Fowke. 

Mifs  Mary  Ridley,  filler  to  Sir 
M.  W.  Ridley,  Bart.  - 

Sir  Thomas  Head,  Bart. 

Sir  Robert  Lawley,  Bart. 

No--j.  Right  Hon.  Anne,  Coun- 
tefsof  Northelk. 

Sir  James  Dafhwood,  Bart. 

Sir  Simeon  Stewart,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Tho.  Lord  Lyttel- 
ton,  B.uron  of  Frankley;  a  Privy 
Councellor  ;  Chief  Juftice  in  Eyre 
of  his  Majefty's  forefts  North  of 
Trent ;  High  Steward  of  Bewdley, 
in  Worcefterfhire,  &c.  His  Lord- 
fhip  was  born  January  30,  1744, 
and  fucceeded  his  father,  George 
Lord  Lyttelcon,  Aug.  22,  1773- 
He  took  his  feat  in  Parliament  the 
fucceeding  feiTion,  and  has  been 
diftinguifhed  as  a  very  eloquent 
fpeaker.  He  married  June  26, 
1772,  Apphia,  daughter  of  Broome 
Witts,  Efq;  of  Chipping-Norton, 
in  Oxfordfhire,  and  widow  of  Jo- 
feph  Peach,  Efq;  late  Governor 
of  Calcutta,  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ; 
but  dying  without  iiTue,  the  title 
is  extinft.  The  prefent  reprefent- 
ative  of  the  family  of  Lyttelton, 


is  the  Right  Hon.  William  Henry 
Lyttelton  fixth  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Lyttelton,  Bart,  deceafed,  and 
nncle  to  the  Iste  Thomas  Lord 
Lyttelton,  created  a  peer  of  Ire- 
land, July  21,  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Weilcote,  of  Bala.more,  in  the 
county  of  Longford. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
daughter  .of  Sir  John  Home,  Bart. 
and  mother  of  the  CountefTes  Mor- 
ton and  Selkirk,  &c. 

Right  Hon.  William  Sinclair, 
Earl  of  Caithnefs,  and  Lord  Be». 
riendale.  He  is  fucceeded  in  Ba- 
rony and  eftate  by  his  eldeil  fon 
John  Lord  Beriendale,  Major  in 
the  76th  regiment,  now  in  Ame- 
rica. 

Dec.  Sir  Thomas  Samwell,  Bt. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady.  Cathe- 
rine Noel,  daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Gainfborough. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Seaforth. 

Hon.  BylTe  Molefworth,  young- 
eft  fon  of  Robert  Lord  Vifcount 
Molefworth. 

TJie  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Gor- 
don. 

Sir  Robert  Pringle,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Auguftus  John  Har- 
vey, Earl  of  Briltol,  Lord  Har- 
vey, and  a  Vice  Admiral  of  the 
Blue.  Dying  without  ifTue,  the 
title  devolves  to  his  brother  the  Lord 
Bifhop  of  Derry  in  Ireland. 
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MjlraB  of  the  late  Acl  for  altering 
the  Duty  on  Houfes  and  Servants. 

TH  E  preamble  recites,  that 
the  duties  granted  laft  feffion 
of  Parliament  on  inhabited  houfes, 
not  bearing  a  proper  proportion  to 
each  other,  and  the  payment  be- 
ing greatly  evaded,  the  duties  paid 
by  that  aft  are  therefore  repealed. 

The  duties  now  impofed,  in  lieu 
of  the  former,  took  place  on  the 
5th  of  July,  and  are  as  under  : 

On  all  dwelling-houfes,  with 
the  offices,  courts,  yards,  and  gar- 
dens, worth  of  yearly  rent  from 
5I.  to  20I.  fix-pence  in  the  pound. 

From  20I.  to  40I.  nine-pence  in 
the  pound. 

From  40I.  a  year  upwards,  one 
fliilling  in  the  pound. 

Gardens,  not  exceeding  one  acre 
of  land,  are  within  the  limits  of 
taxation  with  the  houfe. 

All  Ihops  and  warehoufes  attach- 
ed to,  or  communicating  with 
dwelling-houfes,  are  to  be  charged 
with  the  refpeftive  houfes  ;  ex- 
cepting warehoufes  and  buildings 
adjoining  to  wharfs,  occupied  by 
perfons  carrying  on  the  bufinefs 
of  wharfingers,  whofe  dwelling- 
houfes  only  are  to  be  charged. 

No  warehoufes,  being  dillinft 
buildings,  and  not  parcels  of 
dwelling-houfes,  though  they  may 
have  intern;il  communications  with 
thcip,  are  chargeable. 


Houfes,  In  which  there  is  only  a 
fervant,  or  other  perfon  refiding 
to  take  care  of  them,  are  notcoa- 
fidered  as  inhabited. 

Where  houfes  lett  in  different 
apartments,  the  landlord,  is  charge- 
able as  the  occupier. 

Halls  and  offices  belonging  to 
perfons  or  bodies  corporate,  and 
chargeable  with  other  taxes  or  pa- 
rifh  rates,  are  fubjeft  to  thefe  du- 
ties. 

With  regard  to  fervants,  no  af- 
feffment  is  to  be  impeached  for  any 
millake  in  the  names  of  fervants, 
provided  the  perfons  intended  are 
fervants  to  the  perfons  afleffed. 

Perfons,  who  have  different 
places  of  refidence,  are  to  declare 
under  their  hands,  when  called 
upon,  the  number  of  fervants  they 
mean  to  pay  for  at  their  refpeftive 
habitations  ;  which  lifts  are  to  be 
iranfmitted. 

Perfons  making  falfe  returns  of 
their  fervants  are  fubjeft  to  a  pe- 
nalty of  40I. 


Ahfra^i  of  an  Afi  for  extending  the 
Pro-vifons  of  the  Tivelfth  of 
George  the  Fir  ft,  intitled  An  Aci 
to  prt-vent  frivolous  and  •vexatious 
Arrefts. 

T  recites  an  aft  of  the  12th  of 
George  the  Firft,  for  prevent- 
ing frivolous  and  vexatious  arrefts, 

an4 


^ 
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and  fets  forth,  that  by  the  faid  aft  trifts   and  jurifdiftions  as  authcj- 
no  perfon  fhall  be  held  to  fpecial  rife  the   arreft  and  iniprifonment 
bail  upon  any  proceis  iflued  out  of  of  defendants,   where  the  caufe  of 
any    iuperior    court,    where    the  aftion   amounts   to    lefs   than   tea 
caufe  of  adlion  fhall  not  amount  pounds,  be  repealed. 
to  the  fum  of  ten  pounds,  or  up-  That,  in  cafe  of  final  judgment 
v/ards  ;    nor   out  of  any   inferior  obtained  in  any  inferior  court,  the 
court,   where  the  caufe  of  aftion  certificate  of  the  Judge  of  fuch  in- 
ftall  not  amount   to  the  fum  of  ferior  court  to  the  fupcrior  court 
forty  Ihillings,  or  upwards.  at  Weflminfter  fliall   enable  fuch 
It  further  recites,  that  the  power  fuperior    courts    to    iffue  writs  of 
of    arreft  and    imprifonment    on  execution  to  take  the  perfon  and 
mefne  procefs,  ifTuing  out  of  fuch  effefts  of  the  defendant  out  of  the 
inferior  court,    where    the    caufe  jurifdiftion  of  fuch  inferior  court, 
of  aftion  does  not  amount   to  ten  It  alfo  enafts,   that  on  a  judge- 
pounds,  is  found  by  experience  to  ment  in  an  inferior  court,  where 
be  attended  with  much  oppreffion  the  damages  are  under  ten  pounds, 
to  great  num.bers  of  his  Majefly's  before  any  execution  fhall  be  ftay- 
fubjeds ;  for  remedy  whereof,    it  ed  by  writ  of  error,  the  defendant 
enacts,    that  from   the   pafTuig  of  fiiall  give  fecurity  to  profecute  his 
this  aft,  no  perfon  fhall  be  arrefted  writ  of  error  with  effeft. 
or  held  to  fpecial  bail,   upon  any  And  then  enafls,  that  no  caufe 
procefs  ifluing  out  of  any  inferior  fhall  be  removed  by  Habeas  Cor- 
court,  where  the   caufe   of  aiflion  pus,  unlefs  the  defendant  fliall  eUr 
fhall  not  amount  to  ten  pounds,  or  ter  into  recognizance  for  payment 
upwards;   bat   the  like  copies  of  of  the  debt  and  cells, 
procefs  fhall    be   ferved,    and   the 
like  proceedings  had  thereupon  in 
fuch  inferior  court,  as  are  diredled 
to  be  had,  by  the  faid  recited  aft, 
in  fuch  inferior  court,  in  all  cafes 
where  the  caufe  of  aclion  fhall  not 
amount  to  the  fum  of  forty  fhil- 
lings. 

It  further  enafts,  that  in  all  in- 


Ahjlra£l  of  the  late  Aa  pajfedto  pre- 
njciit  Smuggling. 


FTER  the  firft  of  Augufl, 
a  penalty  of  300I.  is  laid  on 

any  mailer  of  a  fhip  coming  from. 

abroad,  havins  more  than  loolb. 
ferior  courts  (having  jurifdiftion  of  tea  on  board,  (not  being  aa 
to  the  amountof  ten  pounds  or  up-  Eaft-India  fhip)  or  more  than 
wards)  the  like  afhdavit  fnall  be  100  gallons  of  foreign  fpirits  in 
made  and  filed  of  fuch  caufe  of  cafks  under  60  gallons  (befides 
aftion,  and  the  like  proceedings  two  gallons  /or  each  feaman  on 
fhall  be  had  thereupon,  as  are  di-     boaid.) 

refted  by  the  faid  recited  aft.  Foreign  fpirits  imported  from 
where  the.caufe  of  aftion  amounts  anv  part  of  Europe,  in  a  vefTel 
to.the  fum  of  forty  fhillings,  or  up-     containing  lefs    than   60   gallons. 


wards. 

It  then  recites,  that  fo  much  of 
the  feveral  a6l;s  pafTed  for  the  re- 
covery of  debts  syithin  certain  dif- 


are  forfeited,  with  the  fnip,  furni- 
ture, SiC. 

When  any  tea,  cCiFee,  or  goods 
liable  to   forfeiture,  is  found  on 

beard 
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board  any  fliip  coming  from  fo- 
reign parts,  at  anchor,  or  hovering 
within  two  leagues  of  the  coaft, 
the  (hip,  if  not  above  200  tons,  is 
forfeited,  with  her  furniture.  Sec. 

Every  perfon  who  fhali  fell  cof- 
fee, tea,  cocoa-nuts,  or  make  or 
fell  chocolate,  mult  paint  over  his 
door,,  '  dealer  in  cofFee,  &c.'  on 
penalty  of  2ool. 

Every  importer  or  dealer  in  fo- 
reign fpirits,  rauft  paint  over  his 
door,  *  importer  of  or  dealer  in 
fore'gn  fpirits,'  on  penalty  of  50]. 

Every  dealer  in  tea,  foreign 
fpirits,  &c.  who  fhall  buy  any  of 
the  faid  goods  of  any  perfon  that 
has  not  the  words  aforeiaid  over 
his  door,  is  liable  to  an  additional 
penalty  of  lool. 

Every  perfon,  not  a  dealer,  who 
ihall  buy  any  tea,  fpirits.  Sec.  of 
any  perfon  th".t  has  not  the  words 
aforefaid  over  his  door,  will  forfeit 
lol. 

All  foreign  thread-lace  import- 
ed after  the  firft  of  Auguft  to  be 
marked  at  each  end  at  the  Cultonii 
Houfe ;  and  perfons  poiTeffed  of 
foreign  lace  may  have  it  marked 
at  the  nearell:  Cullom  Koufe,  mak- 
ing oath  that  the  duties  were  paid. 

All  foreign  thread-lace  found  in 
this  kingdom  after  the  iiril  of  Fe- 
bruary next,  net  marked,  will  be 
forfeited.  And  any  perfon  coun- 
terfeiting the  mark,  or  that  Ihall 
(ell  or  have  in  his  cullody  lace 
with  a  counterfeit  mark,  will  for- 
fit  lool.  and  be  adjudged  to 
flar.d  in  the  pillory  two  hours  ; 
and  their  aiders,  abetters,  and  af- 
(iftants,  will  be  liable?  to  the  fame 
fine  and  punilhment. 

dbjiract    of   an   Ail   for    laying   a 
Duty  in  PoJI-Horfes,    l^f.    <ivbich 


commenced  on  Tuefday  the  6th  of 
July. 

|N  and  after  the  6rh  day  of 
July,  every  perfon  going  poll 
is  to  pay  the  duty  of  a  penny  per 
male  for  each  horfe  fo  hired  to  the 
inn-keeper,  poll-mafter,  or  other 
perfon  letting  fuch  horfes,  who  at 
the  fame  time  is  to  deliver  to  him 
a  Stamp-office  ticket,  expreffing 
the  number  of  horfes  and  miles  he 
has  paid  for,  and  the  day  of  the 
month  :  this  ticket  is  to  be  left  at 
the  firft  turnpike  the  traveller 
comes  to,  otherwife  the  turnpike- 
man  muft  not  let  him  pafs  till  he 
has  paid  him  eighteen-pence  for 
each  horfe  for  fuch  his  negleft, 
which  money  the  tornpike-man 
may  keep  for  his  own  ufe. 

Every  perfon  who  hires  horfes 
by  the  day,  or  for  lefs  than  a  day, 
is  to  pay  the  duty  of  one  penny 
per  mile  for  each  horfe  to  the  inn.- 
keepers,  poft- mailers,  or  other  per- 
fon who  lets  the  fame,  before  they 
are  ufed,  provided  the  diftance  he 
is  going  is  declared  at  the  time  of 
hiring;  but  if  the  diftance  is  not 
declared,  then  he  is  to  pay  one 
fliilling  for  each  horfe  he  hires, 
and  is  to  receive  likewife  a  Stamp- 
office  ticket,  exprelling  the  num- 
ber of  horfes,  and  having  the 
words  '  for  a  day  '  printed  there- 
on, and  is  likewife  to  declare 
whether  he  intends  to  return  the 
fame  day  ;  in  which  cafe  the  inn- 
keeper, &c.  is  to  write  upon  the 
ticket  '  to  return  ;'  and  if  he  ac- 
tually does  return  before  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  then  fuch  mo- 
ney is  to  be  returned  to  him  by 
the  inn-keeper,  poft-maft'er,  or 
Qther  perion,  v.ho  received  the 
fame. 

Mem. 


\       i 
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Mem. — This  ticket  for  a  day  is 
to  be  fhewn  at  the  feveral  turn- 
pikes, but  is  not  to  be  left  at 
any. 


AhJ}ra8  of  an  A8  for  recruiting  his 
MajeJ}f^s  Land  and  Sea  Forces. 

JUSTICES  of  peace,  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  land-tax,  and 
Magiihates  of  corporations,  in  the 
conimiflion  of  the  peace,  are  im- 
powered,  within  their  feveral  ju- 
rifdidions,  to  imprefs  all  able- 
bodied,  idle,  and  diforderly  per- 
fons,  who  cannot,  upon  examina- 
tion, prove  themfelves  to  exercile 
fome  lawful  trade  or  employment, 
for  their  fupport :  and  are  to  order 
a  general  fearch  for  ail  perfons 
under  this  defcripticn.  Perfons 
convi£led  of  running  goods  or 
fmuggling,  in  a  penalty  not  ex 
ceeding  40I.  may  be  raifed  and 
levied  in  like  manner,  in  lieu  of 
the  punilhment  to  which  they  are 
ctherwile  liable  :  as  are  perlons 
convidted  of  running  away  and 
leaving  families  chargeable  on 
their  parilhes.  Bailiffs- followers 
are  left  open  to  the  powers  confer- 
red by  this  aft,  being  exprefsly 
declared  not  to  exercife  an  em- 
ployment within  the  meaning  of 
it.  The  men,  thus  enlilled,  arc 
to  be  free  from  bodily  infirmities  ; 
between  the  ages  of  fixteen  and 
fifty  ;  if  under  the  age  of  eighteen, 
they  muft  be  five  feet  three  inches 
high  ;  and,  if  above  that  age, 
five  feet  four  inches  high,  without 
fhoes. 

No  perfon,  intitled  to  vote  at 
an  eledion  for  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament, is  liable  to  be  imprefled 
either  as  a  foldier  or  a  feaman. 
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The  inhabitants  of  every  pari (li 
and  townfhip  are  to  aflift  in  the 
execution  of  this  aft ;  and  a  re- 
ward of  ten  {hillings  iS  to  be  paid 
for  the  difcovery  of  any  propef 
perfon,  fo  that  he  be  ehlifted. 
Perfons  obftrufting  the  powers  of 
the  aft  are  fubjeft  to  a  penalty  of 

lOl. 

Perfons  imprefled  under  this  a£S 
are  intitled  to  their  difcharge  on 
demand  after  five  years  fervicCj 
provided  the  nation  be  not  th&a 
engaged  in  war ;  in  which  cafd 
they  mufl:  {ervs  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war. 

Perfons  who  enter  voluntarily 
into  his  Majefty's  fervice  are  td 
receive  three  guineas  bounty  rno- 
ney,  to  enter  into  immediate  pay/ 
are  to  be  difcharged  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  or  of  the  war  theii  in 
being,  on  demand  ;  are  exempted 
afterwards  from  ftatute  duty,  pa- 
rilh  offices,  and  the  militia  fer- 
vice, and  may  fet  up  and  exercife 
any  trade,  agreeable  to  the  ftatuttf 
3  Geo.  III.  c.  8. 

To  prevent  the  inconvenience! 
of  impreffing  men  during  the  xSmi 
of  harveft,  labourers  working  aC 
hay  or  corn  harveft,  who  procure! 
certificates  from  the  parifh  where 
they  live,  which  are  to  be  furnifli- 
ed  gratis,  are  thereby  protefted 
from  May  25  toOftober25. 

This  ac\  is  to  remain  in  force! 
until  May  t,  1780;  and  repeals 
the  aft  iS  GeOi  IIL  cap^  53,  paf« 
fed  lall  year* 


Proceedings  at  the  Trial  of  Admiral 
Keppel. 


o 


N  the  7th  of  January  the  fig»* 
nal  was  made  for  all  the  ad- 
mirals 
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Jnlral  and  captains  of  his  Majefty's 
fleet  to  come  on  board  the  Lritan- 
nia  in  Porcfmouth  harbour.  When 
they  were  aficmbled,  the  names 
of  the  admirals  and  captains  on 
board,  according  to  their  rank 
and  fenioricy,  were  called  over  by 
George  Jackibn,  Efq;  the  Judge 
Advocate,  till  a  fufficicnt  number 
anfwered  to  their  names  to  com- 
pofe  the  Court,  thofe  being  pafied 
over  who  had  been  iammoned  to 
give  evidence  on  the  trial.  This 
being  objeiiled  to  by  the  Hon. 
Captain  Walfnigham,  the  Judge 
Advocate  read  the  following  caie, 
and  the  opinion  of  his  Majeliy's 
Attorney  and  Sollicitor  General 
and  Mr.  Cull  thereon,  to  the 
Court  : 

The  iziid  of  Geo.  II.  chap.  33. 
feci.  J  I.  enaAs,  "  That  from  and 
"  after  the  25ch  day  of  Decem- 
"  ber  1749,  u  (hall  be  lawful  for 
"  the  faid  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
"  Great  Britain,  or  the  Commif- 
"  fioners  for  executing  the  office 
*'  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
"  Great  Britain  ;  or  the  Commif- 
**  fioners  for  executing  the  office 
"  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the 
"  time  being,  and  they  are  here- 
"  by  refpeftively  authorifed  from 
"  time  to  time,  as  there  ffiall  be 
"  occafion,  to  dired  any  flag  of- 
"  ficer  or  captain  of  any  of  his 
"  Majefty's  Ihips  of  war,  who 
"  fhall  be  in  any  port  of  Great 
"  Britain,  or  Ireland,  to  hold 
"  Courts  IVlartial  in  any  fuch 
"  port,  provided  fuch  flag  officer 
"  or  captain  be  the  firft,  fecond, 
"  or  third  in  command,  in  fuch 
"  port  as  (hall  be  found  moll  ex- 
"  pedient  and  for  the  good  of  his 
"  Majeliy's  fervice  ;  and  fuch  flag 
"  officer  or  captain,  fo  dirc>rted  to 
"  hold  Courts  Martial,  fliall  pre- 
"  fide   at  fuch   Court    Martial  ; 


"  any  thing  herein  contained  to 
**  the  contrary  notwithllanding." 

Sed.  \zth.  "  That  from  and 
"  after  the  25th  of  December, 
"  1749,  no  Court  Martial  to  be 
"  held  or  appointed  by  virtue  of 
"  this  prefent  aft  fhall  confill  of' 
"  more  than  Thirteen,  or  of  lefs 
"  than  Five  perfons,  to  he  ctmpof- 
*'  ed  of  fuch  f.ag  officers,  captains ^ 
* '  or  commanders  then  and  there  pre- 
"  Jcnt,  as  are  tte.xt  in  feniority  to  the 
"  officer  nvho  prejides  at  the  Court 
"   Martial." 

Notwithllanding  the  words  in 
Italic  in  the  \zth  fciiio):,  the  ufage 
at  Courts  Martiiil  has  been,  for 
officers  who  have  given  evidence 
at  the  trials,  not  to  fit  as  members 
of  the  Courts:  although  they  were 
fenior  to  others  who  fat,  and  cou- 
fequently  would  have  fat  as  mem- 
bers if  they  had  not  been  examin- 
ed as  witnelTes. 

The  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty  having  lately  received 
a  complaint  in  writing,  charging 
an  officer  of  rank  in  the  royal  navy 
with  one  of  the  offences  fpecilitd 
in  the  Articles  of  War,  which  are 
created  and  let  forth  by  the  above- 
mentioned  adl  of  parliament;  their 
Lorddiips  have  therefore  thought 
fie  to  ilVue  their  order,  or  warrant 
in  writing,  to  Admiral  Sir  Tho- 
mas Pye  at  Portfmouth,  requiring 
him  forthwith  to  alTemble  a  Court 
Martial  for  the  trial  of  the  faid 
officer.  And  it  having  been  fug- 
gelled  to  their  Lordfliips  that  feve- 
ral  officers  and  commanders  of  the 
King's  fliips  at  Portfmouth  (who, 
on  account  of  their  feniority,  mull 
fit  as  members  of  the  faid  Court 
Martial,  if  the  letter  of  the  xzth 
fection  in  the  faid  aft  is  conformed 
to)  will  be  fummoned  as  witneffes, 
either  in  fupport  of  the  charge  or 
in  behalf  of  the  accufed. 

You 
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You   are    therefore    requelled 
to  advife    their    lordfliips, 
whether  in  cafe  fuch  fenior 
officers    fhould    be    called 
upon  to  give  evidence  at  the 
trial,  they  may  likewife  fit 
as    members    of   the  court 
martial?— And  alfo. 
Whether  the  court  can  be  le- 
gally held  without  the  fe- 
nior officers  (who  (ball  hap- 
pen  to  be  called   upon   to 
give  evidence)  in  cafe  it  is 
neceifary   for  their  juniors 
to  fit  as  members,  in  order 
to  make  up  the  number  re- 
quired by  the  ftatute  to  con- 
llitute  a  court  ? 
"  The   ufage  of  the  fervice  is 
very  material  upon   this  cafe,  for 
naval  courts  martial  are  evideni- 
ly  confidered  in  the  ftatutes  con- 
cerning them,  as  known  and  ella- 
bliihed     courts,     confequently    in 
matters  not  efpecially  provided  for, 
the   fettled   courfe  of  proceedings 
mull  have  great  weight — That  the 
charaders  of  witncfs  and  judge  are 
not    confiilent,    is    very    obvious ; 
and  though  in  the  common  law  of 
England  there  is  no  challenge  to 
a  judge,  yet  in  the  only  inlTance 
we  know  where  judges  were  called 
upon  to  give  evidence  in  a  crimi- 
nal  cafe,   [Keljng's  Rep.  12.]  it  is 
obferved,    that   they  fat  no  more 
during  that   Trial. — By   a    (Iridl 
and  literal  conftruftion  of  the  ila- 
tute  of  the  226.  of  Geo.  IF.  chap. 
33,    feft.    12.    neither  the  profe- 
cutor,    nor    the     prifoner,    would 
ceafe  to  be  judges. — But  rhis  con- 
ilrudion    would    be    abfurd,    and 
the  aft  muit  from  common    fenfe 
admit  as  the  uf^ge  is,  that  ofHcers 
to  whom   there  is  a  juft  ground  of 
exception,    or    who    have   a    juft 
ground  of  excufe,  ihall  not  be  in- 


cluded in  the  number  of  thofe  of 
whom  the  court  is  to  becompofed; 
confequently  if  any  officer  entitled 
by  his  rank  to  fit,  is  either  profe- 
cutor,  party,  or  witnefs,  the  per- 
fon  next  in  feniority  muft  fupply 
his  place,  and  the  court  fo  com- 
pofed,  will  be  legally  held  accord- 
ing to  the  intent  of  the  aft. 

Al.  Wedderburk. 
J  A.  Wallace. 
F.  C.  CusT." 
Then  the  Judge  Advocate  read 
the  order  fent  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty    to    Sir   Thomas    Pye, 
admiral  of  the  white,  to  hold  the 
court  martial,  dated  the  3  lil  De- 
cember,  1778,    figned   Sandwich, 
T.  Buller,  Lilburne ;  and  for  ad- 
journing to  the  Governor  of  Portf-  , 
mouth's  houfe. 

The  following  members  were 
then  fworn,  agreeable  to  aft  of 
Parliament, 

Prefident,  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  ad- 
miral of  the  white. 

Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  vlce- 
Admiral  of  the  red, 

John  Montagu,  Efq;  vice-ad- 
miral of  the  red. 

Marriot  Arbuthnot,  Efq;  rear- 
Admiral  of  the  whke. 

Robert  Roddam,  Efq;  rear-ad- 
miral of  the  white. 

Captains.  M.  Milbank 
'  Francis  Samuel  Drake 
Taylor  Penny 
John  Mourtray 
William  Bennet 
Adam  Duncan 
Philip  Boteler 
James  Cranrton 
Then  the  judge  Advocate  was 
fworn   not   to  diiclofe  or  difcover 
the  opinion  of  any  particular  mem- 
ber of  the    court   martial,     unlels 
thereunto  required  by  att  of  Par-  ■; 
lumcnt.  ''  : 

The 
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The  court  was  then  adjourned 
to  the  houfe  of  the  Governor  of 
Portfmouth,  when  the  Prefident 
defired  the  Judge  Advocate  to  read 
the  charge. 

The  Judge  Advocate  then  read 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  letter  to  Philip 
Stephens,  Efq;  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  dated  London  the  9th 
of  December,  1778,  defiring  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty to  order  a  court  martial 
to  be  held  for  the  trial  of  the 
Honourable  Auguftus  Keppel,  ad- 
miral of  the  blue,  for  mifconducl 
and  negleft  of  duty  on  the  27th 
and  2Sth  of  July,  1778,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  inclofed  paper  con- 
taining the  charges  againft  him. 

The  charge  was  then  read  as 
follows ; 

A  Charge  ofjslifcondua  and  NegkSI 
of  Duty  againjl  the  Honourable 
Admiral  Keppel,  on  the  z-]th 
fivdz?tthof]\i\y,  1778,  in  di'vers 
hijlances  undermentioned. 

\.  That  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th  of  July,  1778,  having  a  fleet 
of  thirty  (hips  of  the  line  under  his 
command,  and  being  then  in  the 
prefence  of  a  French  fleet  of  the 
like  number  of  fliips  of  the  line, 
the  faid  admiral  did  not  make  the 
neceffary  preparations  for  fight,  did 
not  put  his  fleet  into  a  line  of  bat- 
tle, or  into  any  ordtr  proper  ei- 
ther for  receiving  or  attacking  an 
enemy  of  fuch  force :  but  on  the 
contrary,  although  his  fleet  was 
already  difperfed  and  in  diforder, 
fle,  by  making  the  fignal  for  fe- 
veral  fliips  of  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue's  diviflon  to  chace  to 
windward,  increafed  the  diforder 
of  that  part  of  his  fleet,  and  the 
ftijps  were  in  confequence  more 
fcattcred  than  they  had  been  be- 
fore ;  and  whillt  in  this  diforder, 
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he  advanced    to    the   enemy  and 
made  the  fignal  for  battle. 

That  the  above  conduft  was  the 
more  unaccountable,  as  the  ene- 
my's fleet  was  not  then  in  difor- 
der, nor  beaten,  nor  flying*  but 
formed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle 
on  that  tack  which  approached  the 
Britifh  fleet  (all  their  motions 
plainly  indicating  a  defign  to  give 
battle),  and  they  edged  down  and 
attacked  it  whilfl:  in  diforder:  by 
this  un-cfiicer-like  conduft,  a  ge- 
neral engagement  was  not  brought 
on,  but  the  other  flag-ofilcers  and 
captains  were  left  to  engage  with- 
out order  or  regularity,  from 
whence  great  confufion  enfued, 
fomeof  his  fliips  were  prevented  get- 
ting into  adlion  at  all,  others  were 
not  near  enough  to  the  enemy, 
and  fome  from  the  confuflon  fired 
into  others  of  the  King's  fliips, 
and  did  them  confiderable  damage, 
and  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
was  left  alone  to  engage  fingly 
and  unfupported.  In  thefe  in- 
ftances  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel 
negligently  performed  the  duty  im- 
pofed  on  him. 

IL  That  after  the  van  and  cen- 
ter divifions  of  the  Britifli  fleet 
pafTed  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  the 
admiral  did  not  immediately  tack 
and  double  upon  the  enemy  with 
thofe  two  divifions,  and  continue 
the  battle,  nor  did  he  colleft  them 
together  at  that  time,  and  keep  fo 
near  the  enemy  as  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs  to  renew  the  battle  as  foon 
as  it  might  be  proper;  but  on  the 
contrary,  he  fl;ood  away  beyond  the 
enemy  to  a  great  diftance  before 
he  wore  to  ftand  towards  them 
again,  leaving  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
and  expofed  to  be  cut  oil. 

IlL  That  after  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  had  paflTed  the  laft  of 
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the    enemy's    fhips,    and    imme- 
d,iately    wore    and    laid    his    own 
fhip's    head    towards    the    enemy 
again,  being   then   in  their    wake 
ai)d  at  a  litcie   diftance  only,  and 
expelling  tlie  admiral   to   advance 
with    all    the    feips   to  renew    the 
fight,  the  admiral  did  not  advance 
for    that    purpofe,    but .  fhortened 
fail,  hauled  down    the   fignal   for 
battle  ;    nor  did  he  at   that  time, 
or  at  any  other  time  vvhilii:  ftami- 
ing  towards    the  enemy,  call    the 
fnips   together  in  order  to    renew 
ihe  attack  as  he  might  have  do;  e, 
particularly  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  and  his  divifion,  which    had 
received    the    Jeaft    damage,    had 
been   the    longeft    out    of   action, 
were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it,  were 
then  to  windward  and  could  have 
bore  down  and  fetched  any  part  of 
the  French  fleet,  if  the  fignd  for 
battle  had  not  been  hauled  down, 
or  if  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel  had 
av>iik-d   himfeJf  of  the  fignal  ap- 
pointed by  the  thirty-firft  article  of 
the  Fighting  Inllrutlions,  by  which 
he    might   have   ordered    thofe    to 
lead    who    are    to    lead    with    the 
llarbcards    tacks    on    board    by    a 
wind,  which  fignal  was  applicable 
to  the   occafion   for  renewing  the 
engagement  with   advantage   ai"ter 
the  French  fleet  had  been   beaten, 
their  line  b.oken,  and  in  dil'order. 
In   thefe   inftances  he  did   not  do 
the  utmoil:  in  his  power  to  take, 
fink,  burn,  or  deftroy  the   French 
fleet,  that  had  attacked   the  Dri- 
tifli  fleet. 

IV.  That  in  Read  of  advancing 
to  renew  the  eng.igement,  as  in 
the  preceding  articles  is  alledged, 
and  as  he  niiglit  and  ought  to  have 
done,  the  admiral  wore  and  made 
fail  diredlly  from  the  enemy,  and 
thus  he  led  the  v/hole  Bricifti  fleet 
away  iiom  them,  which  gave  them 
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the  opportunity , to  rally  unmroleii:- 
ed,  and  to  form  again  into  a  line 
oi-  battle,  and  to  Hand  after  the 
Britiih  fleet:  this  was  difgraceful 
to  the  Britifn  flag,  for  it  had  the 
appearance  of  a  flight,  and  gave 
the  French  admiral  a  pretence  10 
claim  the  viftory,  and"  to  publif^i 
to  the  world  that  the  BritiOi  fleet 
ran  away,  and  that  he  pnrfued  it 
with  the  fleet  of  France,  and  of- 
fered it  battle. 

V.  That  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  of  July,  1778,  when  it  was 
perceived  that  only  three  of  the 
French  fleet  remained  near  the 
Britifli,  in  the  iituation  the  whole 
had  been  in  the  night  before,  and 
that  the  reit  were  to  leeward  at  a 
greater  diftance,  not  in  a  line  of 
battle  but  in  a  heap,  the  admiral 
did  not  caufe  the  fleet  to  purfue 
the  flying  enemy,  nor  even  to 
chace  the  three  Ihips  that  fled  af- 
ter the  reft  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
he  led  the  Britifli  fleet  anoiher 
way,  dircftly  from  the  enemy. 

By  thefe  inlh-^Lnces  of  mifcondufl 
and  negled,  a  glorious  opportuniiy 
was  loit  of  doing  a  moil  efientiai 
fervice  to  the  Hate,  and  the  honour 
of  the  Briti;li  navy  v/as  tarniflied. 

When  the  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  profccutor  (which  laited  to 
the  30th  of  fan.)  was  gone  through, 
the  admiral  opened  his  defence 
with  the  following  fpeech  : 

I'x'e  Speech  of  the  Honourable  Au- 
guftus  Keppel,  before  the  Court 
Martial,  in  opening  his  Defence, 
fan.  the  ^oth,  Ijjc^. 

Mr.  Ptefdent  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Court , 

1  AM  brought  before  yon,  af- 
ter    forty    years    fervice,    on    the 
charge  of  an  oflicer  under  my  com- 
6  niar.d. 
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tnand,  for  a  variety  of  offences, 
which,  if  true  or  probable,  would, 
be  greatly  aggravated  by  the  means 
1  have  had,  lioni  a  long  experience, 
of  knowing  my  duty,  and  by  the 
llroiig  ractives  of  honour,  which 
oiighc  to  have  incited  me  to  ppr- 
forxn  it  to  the  very  utmoll  extent 
cf  my  ability. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  an  officer  un,- 
cler  my  orders,  conceives  that  I  have 
lifted  very  irregularly  and  very 
culpably  in  the  engagement  with 
the  French  fleet  on  the  27 ch  of 
July  laft  ;  fo  very  irregularly,  and 
ib  very  faultily,  that  I  have  tar- 
nifhed  the  luilre  of  the  navy  of 
England. 

i'ciTcffed  with  this  opinion,  on  our 
return  to  port  after  the  action,  he 
has  a  letter  horn  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  put  into  his  hands,  giv- 
ing me,  in  the  moll  explicit  terms, 
his  Majcily's  approbation  for  a  con- 
duit, which  he  now  affefts  to 
think,  deferves  the  utm.oft  difap- 
probation,  and  the  fevereil:  cen- 
fure  ;  and  he,  with  the  other  ad- 
mirals and  captains  of  the  fleet,  to 
whom  it  was  likewife  communicat- 
ed, perfeftly  acquiefces  in  it. 

With  the  fame  ill  opinion  of 
my  condu£l  in  his  bofom,  he 
goes  to  Tea  again  under  my 
command  ;  he  goes  to  fea  under 
me,  without  having  given  the 
leaft  vent  to  his  thoughts,  either 
by  way  of  advice  to  mylelf,  or  of 
coinplaint  to  our  common  fupe- 
riors. 

He  afterwards  correfponds  with 
me  on  terms  of  friendfliip  ;  and  in 
this  correfpondence  he  pfes  ex- 
preffions,  which  convey  a  very 
high  opinion  of  my  difinterefted- 
nefs,  and  of  my  zeal  for  the  fcrvice. 

After  all  this  I  come  home  ;  I 
am  received   by  his  Majefty  with 


the  molt  gracious  expreflions  of  fa- 
vour and  elleem  ;  and  I  am  re- 
ceived in  the  moll  flattering  man- 
ner by  the  firll  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. 

Scverals  weeks  paft,  when  at 
length,  without  giving  me  anv  pre- 
vious notice,  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty fend  me  five  articles  of 
charge,  on  v/hich  they  declare  their 
intention  of  bringing  me  to  my 
trial  ;  thefe  charges  are  brought  by 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer;  who  nearly  aC 
the  fame  time  publicly  declared, 
that  he  had  taken  this  ftep  from 
an  opinion,  that  he  himfelf  Jay 
under  an  imputation  of  difobe- 
dience  to  my  ord<°rs,  and  that  this 
imputatioa  was  countenanced  by 
me.  I  may  fay,  without  the  leaft 
hefuation,  that  if  I  fliould  be  cen- 
fured  on  fuch  a  charge  (which  in 
this  court,  and  with  my  caufe,  I 
think  impoffible)  there  is  an  end 
of  all  command  in  the  navy.  If 
every  fubordinate  officer  can  feC 
up  his  judgment  againft  that  of  his 
commander  in  chief;  and  after  fe- 
veral  months  of  infidious  filence, 
can  call  him  to  trial,  whenever  he 
thinks  it  ufeful  for  the  purpofe  of 
clearing  away  imputations  on  him- 
felf, or  in  order  to  get  the  ftart  of 
a  regular  charge,  which  he  ap- 
prehends may  poffibly  be  brought 
on  his  own  condudt ;  there  can  be 
no  fervice. 

If  the  charges  of  my  accufer 
could  be  juftified  by  his  apprehen- 
fions  for  himfelf,  he  has  taken 
care  to  prove  to  the  court,  that  he 
had  very  good  reafon  for  his  fears ; 
but  if  thefe  charges  are  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  fupported  upon  any  ra- 
tional ground,  with  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence,  or  any  fa- 
tisfadory  evidence  with  regard  to 
the  fafts,  as  againft  me  ;  he  makes 
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that  figure,  which,  I  truft  in  Goci, 
all  thole  who  actack  innoctuce  will 
ever  jnake. 

In    your  examination  into  that 
judorment,     which    my    oHicer,    in 
order  to  depreciate  my  fkill  and  to 
criminate  my  conduft,  has  thought 
proper  to  fee  up  againll  mine,  you 
have  very  wifeiy,  and  according  to 
the  evident  neceffity  of  the  cafe, 
called  for  the  oblervations  and  fen- 
timents  of  all  the  officers  who  have 
ferved  in  the  late  engagement ;  Co 
far  as  they  have  been  brought  be- 
fore you  by  the  profecutor,  I  take 
it  for  granted,  you  will  follow  the 
fame  courfe  with  thofe  chat  I  fhall 
pioduce.      If  this    (liould    not  be 
done,    an  accufer,     (according  to 
the  praflice  of  mine)   by  the  ufe  of 
leading  quellions,  by  putting  things 
out  of  their  natural  order,   by  con- 
founding times,  and  by  a  perplex- 
ed interrogatory  concerning  an  in- 
finite  number  of  manceuvres  and 
fituations,  might  appear  to  produce 
a   ll.vte  of  things  direftly  contrary 
to  the  ideas  of  thofe  who  faw  them 
with  their  ov/n  eyes.     I  am   allo- 
nilhed,    that,    when   an    officer  is 
accufed    by    another    of    crimes, 
which,  if  true,  muft  be  apparent 
to  a  very  ordinary  obfervation  and 
underllanding,    that    any    vvitnefs 
fhould,  on  being  afked,  refule   to 
declare  his  free  fentiments  of  the 
manner  in   which   the   matters   to 
which   he  depofes   have  appeared 
to  him  :  I  never  wiffied,  that  any 
gentleman    fhould    withhold    that 
part  of  his  evidence  from   tender- 
nefs  to   me  ;  what  motives  the  ac- 
cufer had   for  objedting  to  it,  he 
kriows. 

The  plaineft  and  fulleft  fpsaking 
is  bc'li  for  a  good  caufe.  The  ma- 
nifeii    view    and    intention    that 


things  are  done  with,  conRitute 
their  crime  or  merit.  The  inten- 
tions are  infeparably  connected 
with  the  a<Els ;  and  a  detail  of  mi- 
litary or  naval  operations,  wholly 
feparated  from  their  defign,  will 
be  nonfenfe.  The  charge  is  read 
to  a  witnefs,  as  I  apprehend,  that 
he  may  difcern  how  the  fatts  he 
has  feen,  agree  with  the  crimes 
he  hears  charged.  Otherwife  I 
cannot  conceive  why  a  witnef'?  is 
troubled  with  that  reading.  The 
court  can  hardly  enter  fully  into 
the  matter  without  fuch  informa- 
tion ;  and  the  world  out  of  our 
profeffion  cannot  enter  into  it  at 
all.  Thefe  queiiions  I  am  informed 
are  properly  queftions  of  faft  ;  and 
I  believe  it;  they  are  perfeftly  con- 
formable to  the  pradice  of  court 
martials  ;  but  if  they  were  quef- 
tions to  mere  opinion,  yet  the 
court,  not  the  witnefs,  is  anfwer- 
able  for  the  propriety  of  them. 
Mailers  have  been  called  here  by 
the  profecutor  (and  the  propriety 
not  difputed)  for  mere  opinions, 
concerning  the  efFeft  of  chacing  on 
a  Iee-(hore.  In  higher  matters, 
higher  opinions  ought  to  have 
weight ;  if  they  ought,  there  are 
none  more  capable  of  giving  the' 
court  information  than  thofe  who 
are  fummoned  here;  for  I  believe  I 
no  country  ever  was  ferved  by  offi- 
cers of  more  gallantry,  honour, 
ability,  and  Iklll  in  their  profef- 
fion. 

You  are  a  court  of  honour  ay 
well  as  of  llrift  martial  law.  I 
ftand  here  for  my  f<.me,  as  well 
as  for  my  life,  and  for  my  itation 
in  the  navy.  I  hope  therefore, 
that  in  a  trial,  which  is  not  witii- 
out  importance  to  the  whole  fer- 
vice,  you  will  be  fo  indulgent  as 

to 
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to  hear  me  with  patience,  vvhilft  I 
explain  to  you  every  tiling  that 
tends  to  clear  my  reputation  as  a 
man,  as  a  feaman,  and  as  com- 
mander. I  will  open  it  to  you 
without  any  arts ;  and  with  the 
plain  freedom  of  a  man  bred  and 
formed  as  we  all  are. 

As  I  am  to  be  tried  for  my  con- 
duct in  command,  it  is  proper  I 
fiiould  lay  before  you,  my  fitua- 
tion  in  that  command,  and  what 
were  my  motives  for  the  feveral 
adls  and  orders,  on  account  of 
which  I  ftand  charged.  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  make  fome  explana- 
tion of  thefe  before  I  enter  upon 
the  accufations,  article  by  article. 

To  the  five  fpecial  articles  of 
the  charge,  you  may  depend  upon 
it,  I  {hull  give  full,  minute,  and 
fatisfa£lory  anfwers,  even  on  the 
narrow  and  miftaken  principles  on 
which  fome  of  them  are  made. 
But  I  beg  leave  to  point  out  to 
you,  that  there  is  a  general  falfe 
fuppofition,  that  runs  through  the 
whole  ;  in  cenfuring  me  for  mif- 
conduft  and  negleft  of  duty,  my 
accufer  has  conceived  very  miftaken 
notions  of  what  my  duty  was ;  and 
on  that  bad  foundation  he  has  laid 
the  whole  matter  of  his  charge. 

I  think  myfelf  particularly  for- 
tunate, in  being  able  to  make  out 
by  evidence,  at  this  diftance  of 
time,  with  fo  much  exadlnefs  as 
I  fhall  do,  the  various  movements 
which  were  made  or  ordered  in  the 
adlion  of  the  27th  of  July  :  it  is  a 
piece  of  good  fortune  which  cannot 
often  happen  to  a  commander  in 
chief  in  the  fame  circumftances. 
In  an  extenlive  naval  engagement, 
and  in  the  movements  preparatory 
to  it,  fubordinate  officers,  if  they 
are  attentive  to  their  duty,  are 
fully  employed  in  the  care  of  their 


own  particular  charge  ;  and  they 
have  but  little  leifure  for  cxaQ.  ob- 
fervation  on  the  conduft  of  their 
commander  in  chief;  it  is  their 
bufinefb  to  watch  his  fignals,  and 
to  put  themfelves  in  a  condition  to 
obey  them  with  alacrity  and  effcdl. 
As  they  are  looking  towards  one 
thing,  and  he  is  looking  towards 
another,  it  is  always  a  great  chance 
whether  they  agree,  when  they 
come  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
whole. 

You  are  fenfible,  gentlemen,  that 
one  of  the  things  which  diftinguifh 
a  commander  in  chief,  is  to  know 
how  to  catch  the  proper  moment 
for  each  order  he  gives.  He  is  to 
have  his  eye  on  the  enemy,  the 
reft  ought  to  have  their  eyes  on 
him.  If  thofe  fubordinate  officers, 
who  are  inclined  to  find  fault  with 
him,  do  not  mark  the  inftant  of 
time  with  the  fame  precifion  which 
he  does,  their  judgment  will  often 
be  erroneous ;  and  they  will  blame 
where  perhaps  there  is  the  greateft 
reafon  for  commendation. 

Befides  it  muft  be  obvious,  when 
Vve  confider  the  nature  of  general 
engagements,  that  in  the  multi- 
tude of  movements  that  are  made, 
and  the  variety  of  pofitions  in 
which  Ihips  are  fucceffively  found, 
with  regard  to  one  another,  when 
in  motion  over  a  large  fpace,  (to 
fay  nothing  of  the  fmoke)  things 
fcarcely  ever  appear  exadtly  in  the 
fame  manner  to  any  two  Ihips. 
This  occafions  the  greateft  per- 
plexity and  confufion  in  the  ac- 
counts that  go  abroad,  and  fome- 
times  produces  abfolute  contradic- 
tions between  different  relators ;  and 
that  too  without  any  intential  fault 
in  thofe  who  tell  the  ftory.  But 
wherever  the  commander  in  chief 
is  placed  ;  thai  is  the  center  of  all 
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the  operations;  that  is  the  true 
poinc  of  vievv  from  which  they 
muft  be  feen  by  thofe  who  examine 
his  conduift  ;  becaufe  his  opinion 
muit  be  formed,  and  his  conduft 
regulated  by  the  judgment  of  his 
eye  upon  the  pofture  in  which  he 
fees  his  objefts,  and  not  from  the 
view  which  another  in  a  different, 
and  perhaps  diftant  pofition  has  of 
them  ;  and  in  proportion  as  he  has 
judged  well  or  ill  upon  that  parti- 
cular view,  taken  from  that  parti- 
cular pofition  (which  is  the  only 
point  of  diredion  he  can  have)  he 
deferves  either  praife  or  cenfure. 

On  thefe  principles  I  wifli  my 
manoeuvres  to  be  tried,  when  the 
proper  confideration  is  whether 
they  have  been  unfldlfully  con- 
ceived, or  as  the  charge  exprefles 
it,  in  ah  un-officer-like  manner. 
.  Eut  my  reafons  for  preferring  any 
one  ftep  to  another,  ftand  upon  dif- 
ferent grounds;  all  that  he  charges 
as  negligence  was  the  eftedl  of  de- 
Jiberation  and  choice  :  and  this 
makes  it  necefTiry  for  me  to  ex- 
plain, as  fully  as  I  think  it  right 
.to  do,  the  ideas  I  afted  upon. 

I  am  not  to  be  confidered  in  the 
light  in  which  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
feems  to  coniider  me,  merely  as  an 
oflicer  with  a  limited  commiiHon, 
confined  to  a  fpecial  military  ope- 
ration, to  be  conduced  upon  cer- 
tain military  rules,  with  an  eye 
towards  a  court  martial,  for  my 
acquittal  or  condemnation  as  I  ad- 
hered, to  thofe  rules,  or  departed 
from  the.n.  My  commifficn  was 
of  a  very  different  fort.  I  was  en- 
truftcd  -with  ample  difcretionary 
powers  for  the  immediate  defence 
of  the  kingdom,  I  was  placed,  in 
fome  fort,  in  a  political  as. well  as 
SI  military  lituation ;  and  though, 
a(:  my  own  deiire,  for  the  purpofes 
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of  uniformity  and  f^crecy,  my  in- 
flruftions  came  to  me  through  the 
Admiralty  alone,  yet  part  of  them 
originated  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,,  as  well  as  from  the  board. 
Every  thing  which  I  did  as  an  offi. 
cer  was  folely  fabfervient  and  fu- 
bordinate  to  the  great  end  of  the 
national  defence.  I  manoeuvr.ed  ; 
I  fought;  I  returned  to  port;  I 
put  to  fea;  juft  as  it  feemed  beft 
to  me  for  the  purpofe  of  my  defti- 
nation.  I  aded  on  thefe  princi- 
ples of  large  difcretion  ;  and  on 
thofe  principles  I  muft  be.  tried. 
If  I  am  not,  it  is  another  fort  of 
officer  ;  and  not  one  wij;h  my  truft 
and  my  powers  that  is  on  trial. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  duty  of 
every  fea  officer,  to  do  his  utniort 
to,  take,  fink,  burn  an:d  deflroy 
the  enemy's  fhips  wherever  he 
meets  them.  Sir  Hugh  Paiiifer 
makes  fome.  charge  on  this  head, 
with  as  little  truth,  reafon,,  or 
juftice,  as  on  any  of  the  others, 
He  fhall  have  a  proper  anfvver  in 
its  .proper  place ;  that  is,  when  I 
come  to  the  articles.  But  in 
juftice  to  the  principles,  which  di- 
rected me  in' my  command,  I  muft 
beg  leave  ;o  tell  you,  that  I  IhouM 
thmk  myfelf  perfedly  in  the  right, 
if  I  poilponed  or  totally  omitted 
that  dcib-uction  of  (hips  in  one,  in 
two,  or  in  twenty  in  llances,  if  the 
purfuit  of  that  objed  feemed  to  me 
detrimental  to  matters  of  more  im- 
portance, otherwife  it  would  be  a 
crime  for  a  commander  entrufted 
with  the  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
to  have  any  plan,  choice,  or  fore- 
fight  in  his  operations  ;  I  ought  to 
condud  myfelf,  and  I  hope  I  did, 
in  each  particular,  by  my  judg- 
ment of  its  probable  effed  on  the 
iffue  of  the  whole  naval  campaign, 
\Q  which  all  my  aftions  ought  to 
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Jiave  a  relation.  Without  attend- 
intr  to  that- relation,  fome  parti- 
culars of  my  conduft  on  the  27th 
and  28th  of  July,  cannot  appear 
in  the  light  which  I  imagine  they 
ere  fairly  intitled  to  ;  and  fome 
circumtlances  of  my  lenity  to- 
wards Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  will  in- 
cur a  cenfure  they  do  not  deierve. 

I  have  reflecled  again  and  again 
on  that  buiinefs ;  and  if  I  were  to 
be  once  more  in  that  fituation,!  am 
ferfuaded  that  I  lliould  aft  in  all 
refpefts  very  much  in  the  fame 
manner.  I  have  done  my  beft  and 
utmoil ;  not  merely  to  comply  with 
an  article  of  war  (I  lliould  be 
afliamecf  that  fuch  a  thing,  at  fuch 
a  time,  could  have  engaged  my 
thoughts)  but  to  defend  the  king- 
dom ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  thank 
God,  that  whatever  obftruitions  I 
met  with  in  fervice,  or  whatever 
Jlanders  and  accufations  have  fol- 
lowed me  afterwards,  the  king- 
dom has  been  defended. 

My  capacity  may  be  unequal  to 
the  trull  which  was  placed  in  me. 
Ic  is  certainly  very  unequal  to  the 
warm  wilhes  I  have  ever  felt  for 
the  fervice  of  my  country.  There- 
fore if  I  had  intrigued  or  foHcited 
the,  command,  or  if  I  had  bargain- 
ed for  any  advantage  on  accept- 
ing it,  I  might' be  blamed  for  my 
prelumption.  But  it  came  to  me 
intlrely  Lnfought,  and  on  accept- 
ing it,  I  neither  complained  of 
any  former  negleft,  nor  Itipulated 
for  any  future  gratification. 

It  is  upwards  of  two  vears  agor 
that  is,  in  November,  1776,  that  I 
received  a  meflage  from  Lord  Sand- 
wich, brought  to  me  by  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  that  the  appearance  of 
foreign  powers  in  our  difputes, 
might  require  a  fleet  at  home  ; 
3nd  that  he  had  his  Majefty's  or- 
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ders  to  know  whether  I  would  un- 
dertake the  command.  1  faid 
that  I  was  ready  to  attend  and 
give  my  anfwer  in  perfon  to  the 
Kii;ff. 

o 

Beiiig  admitted  into  the  clofet,  I 
gave  fuch  an  one  as  feemed  fatis- 
faftory  to  his  Majefty ;  and  hav- 
ing delivered  my  opinions  with 
opennefs,  I  endea  with  a  declara- 
tion of  my  willingnefs  to  ferve 
him,  in  the  defence  of  this  coun- 
try and  its  commerce,  whenever  I 
fliould  be  honoured  with  his  com- 
mands, and  as  long  as  my  health 
permitted. 

The  appearance  on  the  part  of 
fceign  powers  not  continuing  (I 
fuppoie,)  to  give  fo  much  alarm, 
I  heard  no  more  of  the  command 
from  November,  1776,  to  Fe- 
bruary or  March,  1778.  At  that 
time  I  had  hints  conveyed,  to  me 
that  I  might  foon  be  wanted.  I 
was  as  ready  to  obey  the  Kin?-  as 
1  nad  been  fixteen  months  before; 
and  when  required  to  ferve,  J  had 
two  or  three  audiences  of  his  I\1a- 
jelly  before  I  left  London  finally 
to  hoiil:  my  flag.  I  mull  remark, 
that  I  took  the  freedom  to  exprefs 
to  his  Majefty,  that  I  ferved  in 
obedience  to  his  commands;  that 
I  was  unacquainted  with  his  Mini- 
fters,  as  Miniikrs-.;  and  that  I 
took  the  command  as  it  was,  with- 
out making  any  difiiculty,  and 
without  afking  a  fjngle  ifavour; 
trufting  to  his  Majeily's  good  in- 
tentions, and  his  gracious  fupport 
and  protedion. 

Circumftanced  as  I  was,  I  could 
have  no  finifler  and  no  ambitious 
views  in  my  obedience.  I  rifqued  a 
great  deal,  and  I  expeded  nothing. 
Many  things  difpofed  me  rather  to 
feek  my  eafe  than  any  new  em- 
ployment, and   gave   me   a   very 
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natural  reludlance  to  put  a  fitua- 
tion  fo  difficult  to  mend,  to  any 
new  hazard. 

That  hazard,  gentlemen,  is  very 
great  to  a  chief  commander  who 
is  not  well  fupported  at  home;  the 
greater  the  command,  and  the 
larger  the  difcretion,  the  more  lia- 
ble the  commander  is,  in  the 
courfe  of  fervice,  to  hafty,  igno- 
rant, envious,  or  mutinous  ob- 
jeilions  to  his  conduft  ;  and  if  he 
has  not  a  candid,  an  equitable  ac- 
ceptance of  his  endeavours  at  home, 
his  reputation  may  be  ruined,  his 
fucceiies  will  be  depreciated,  and 
his  misfortunes,  if  fuch  (hould  be- 
fal  him,  will  be  turned  into  crimes. 
But  the  nation  was  reprefented  to 
me,  by  thofe  who  ought  beit  to 
know  its  condition,  as  not  in  a 
very  fecure  (late.  Although  my 
forty  years  endeavours  were  not 
marked  by  the  pofleffion  of  any 
one  favour  from  the  crown  (except 
that  of  its  confidence  in  time  of 
danger)  I  could  not  think  it  right 
to  decline  the  fervice  of  my  coun- 
try. 

I  thought  it  expedient  to  lay  be- 
fore you  a  true  ftate  of  the  circum- 
ftances  under  which  I  took  the 
command,  that  you  might  fee, 
that  if  I  am  that  incapable  and 
negligent  officer  which  this  charge 
reprefents  me,  I  did  not  intrude 
myfelf  into  command  ;  that  I  was 
called  to  it  by  the  exprefs  orders 
of  my  Sovereign  ;  that  thefe  orders 
were  conveyed  to  me  by  his  chief 
Minifter  of  the  marine,  with  great 
feeming  concurrence  and  approba- 
tion ;  that  the  melTenger  (who  alfo 
appeared  to  be  perfedly  pleafed 
with  his  errand)  was  no  other  than 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  my  accufer; 
who  out^ht  to  have  been  a  judge  of 
my  ajaility  from  a  very  long  ac- 
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quaintance ;  and  that  laftly,  this 
was  no  matter  of  furprize  and  hur- 
ry ;  fince  they  had  fixteen  months 
time  to  confider  and  canvafs  my 
fitnefs  for  a  great  difcretionary 
truft,  before  they  placed  it  in  my 
hands. 

If  I  gave  no  juft  caufe  of  doubt 
about  my  real  charafter  before  my 
appointment,  I  gave  as  little  caufe 
ot  uneafnefs  afterwards.  From  the 
moment  of  my  taking  the  com- 
mand, I  laid  down  to  myfelf  one 
rule,  which  in  my  opinion,  where 
there  are  honeft  intentions  on  all 
fides,  does  more  to  enfure  fuccefs 
to  fervice,  than  almoft  any  other 
that  can  be  conceived  ;  which  was, 
"  io  make  the  befi  of  every  thing.^* 
The  whole  fleet  will  bear  me  wit» 
nefs,  that  it  was  not  my  cuftom  to 
complain,  though  it  is  generally 
thought  good  policy  to  be  very  ex- 
afl  by  way  of  precaution.  If  any 
thing  was  defective,  I  ftated  it  in 
confidence,  and  with  good  humour, 
to  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
I  received  my  fupplies  with  ac- 
knowledgment ;  what  could  not  be 
helped,  I  concealed ;  I  made  no 
noifc;  nor  encouraged,  much  lefs 
excited  any  murmurings  in  or  out 
of  the  fleet. 

I  corrcfponded  with  the  noble 
earl  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  j 
and  I  did  every  thing  with  re- 
ference to  him  exadlly  in  the  fame 
way  as  if  my  bell  and  deareft 
friends  were  in  that  department. 
Having  none  but  the  plaineft  in- 
tentions, I  was  much  more  willing 
to  take  any  blame  upon  myfelf, 
than  lay  it  upon  thofe  who  fent  me 
out,  or  on  thofe  who  ferved  under 
me ;  I  was  open  and  unguarded  } 
in  general  I  lludied  my  language 
very  little,  becaufe  I  little  fufpedU 
ed,  that  traps  would  be  laid  for  me 
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fnal)  are  frefh  in  your  memories. 
J  undercook  the  affair  at  my  owa 
rifque.  War  had  not  been  de- 
clared, nor  even  reprifals  ordered. 
My  ficaation  was  iiiigular  ;  I 
might  be  difavowed,  and  a  war 
•.vith  France  laid  to  the  account 
of  my  raflinefs.  There  was  not 
wanting  fome  diicourfe  of  that 
tendency,  among  people  whofe 
opinions  are  of  moment. 

J  reprefented  what  I  had  dene  ; 
and  to  this  hour  I  have  not  receiv- 
ed one  fyllable  of  diredl  or  official 
approbation  of  my  conduft. 

I  found  however  that  the  taking; 
of  the  fhips  was  important  to  the 
Hate  ;  the  papers  I  found  in  them, 
and  the  intelligence  I  received  by 
that  means,  filled  me  with  the 
moft  ferious  apprehenfions.  I  was 
on  the  enemy's  coaft  with  twenty 
fail  of  the  line  ;  there  were  thirty 
two  in  Breft  road  and  Breft  water, 
and  frigates  more  than  treble  my 
number. 

My  orders  to  fail  with  twenty 
Ihips  could  not  have  been  upon  a 
fuppofition  of  my  having  to  deal 
with  a  fuperior  force. 

I  know  what  can  be  done  by 
Englilh  officers  and  Engliili  fea- 
men,  and  I  trull  to  it  as  much  as 
any  man.  I  fhould  not  be  difcou- 
raged  by  fome  fuperiority  againft 
me  in  (hips,  men  and  metal,  but 
I  have  never  had  the  folly  to  dc- 
fpife  my  enemy.  I  faw  that  aa^ 
engagement,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances  of  decided  fuperiority  on 
the  part  of  France,  would  hazard 
the  very  being  of  this  kingdom. 
If  our  fleet  fhould  be  deftroyed,  it 
was  evident  that  the  French  mull 
become  matters  of  the  fea^  for 
that  campaign  at  lead ;  wliether 
we  could  ever  repair  the  lofs  is  not 
very  clear  to  me,  when  1  confider 

the 


in  my  expreflions,  when  my  .-^dtions 
were  above  reproach. 

I  very  foon  found  how  necelibry 
it  was  for  one  in  my  fituation  to 
be  well  fupported  by  office.  On 
my  firil  going  to  Porcfmouih, 
which  was  in  March  laft,  I  was 
made  to  believe,  that  I  fhonid  fee 
a  ftrong  and  well-appointed  flee: 
ready  for  Cea.  An  opinion  of  that 
kind  was  circulated  very  generally. 
There  were  not  more  than  fix 
Ihips  of  the  line  aflembled  and  in 
any  condition  to  go  upon  fervice ; 
of  them,  all  I  ftiall  fay  is,  that 
on  reviewing  them  with  a  feaman's 
eye,  they  gave  me  no  pleafure. 
Whilft  I  continued  at  Porcfmouth, 
I  believe  four  or  five  more  arrived. 
I  returned  to  town  without  mak- 
ing any  noife.  I  reprefented  ami- 
cably this  ftate  of  things.  I  was 
told  that  the  fliips  were  colleding 
from  other  parts,  and  from  fea  ; 
and  I  muil  fay,  that  from  that 
lime  forward,  great  diligence  was 
ufed  ;  as  much,  I  believe,  as  was 
poflible.  If  there  had  not,  we 
never  could  have  failed,  even  with 
the  force  we  went  out  with. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  June,  I  fet 
fail  from  St.  Helens  with  twenty 
fbips  of  the  line;  well  enough 
equipped  ;  that  is,  neither  of  the 
beft  nor  the  worfl;  I  had  feen.  I 
was  hardly  on  my  ftation,  when  a 
new  occafion  occurred,  to  fliew 
me,  how  much  a  commander,  en- 
trulled  as  I  was,  muft  take  upon 
himfclf ;  how  much  he  mult  ven- 
ture on  his  own  difcrecion,  and 
how  neceflary  it  is  for  him  to  have 
a  proper  fupport.  The  circum- 
ftances  of  my  falling  in  with  the 
French  frigates,  Pallas  and  Li- 
corne,  and  of  the  chace  and  the 
engagement  with  the  Belle  Poule, 
(to  honourable  to  Captain  Mar- 
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the  flate  of  our  naval  ftores  at  that 
time,  and  the  extieme  difficuky  of 
a  fupply,  as  long  as  the  French 
fhould  continue  fuperior  in  the 
channel. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fay  to  what 
fuch  a  calamity  might  not  lead  ; 
I  was  filled  with  the  deepeil:  me- 
lancholy I  ever  felt  in  my  life.  I 
found  myfelf  obliged  to  turn  my 
back  on  France,  but  I  took  my 
refolution.  I  again  rifqued  mylelf 
on  my  own  opinion.  I  quitted 
my  ftation  ;  my  courage  was  never 
put  to  fuch  a  trial  as  in  that  re- 
treat ;  but  my  firm  perjuajton  is,  that 
the  country  n.vas  fwved  hy  it.  Thole 
in  power,  who  mutt  have  under- 
llood  the  ftate  of  the  fleet,  and 
of  the  kingdom,  were  the  beft 
able  to  difcern  the  propriety  of 
iny  condudt.:  But  \  was  permit- 
ted to  go  out  again  in  the  fame 
important  command,  very  unwor- 
thy of  the  trutt  if  I  had  done 
amifs :  very  dcferving  of  commen-' 
dation  and  th'anks,  if  at  my  own 
rifque  I  had  preferved  th?  country 
fjom  no  flight  danger ;  one  or 
other  of  thei'e  was  certainly  the 
cafe;  but  the  faft  is,  that  I  was 
continued  in  the  command,  but 
did  not  then  receive,  nor  have  I 
vet  received,  any  more  than  I 
had  on  the  former  occafion  of  tak- 
ing the  French  fnips,  one  word  of 
ofiicia!  approbation. 

All  thefe  dircouraging  circum- 
ftances  did  not  abate  the  zeal  I  felt 
for  the  fafety  of  my  country,  or 
difguft  me  with  its  fervice,  or  dif- 
turb  my  temper.  On  my  return 
to  Portfmouth  I  made  no  com- 
plaint ;  I  did  every  thing  to  llifle 
difcontent  and  to  get  forward  for 
fea  again,  without  divulging  the 
true  iituation  of  affairs,  although 
I   found   myfelf  in    publications^ 
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which  are  confidered  as  counte- 
nanced by  authority,  moll:  gro/ly 
abufed,  and  threatened  with  the 
fate  of  Admiral  Byng. 

I  had  returned  to  Portfmouth 
on  the  27th  of  Jure,  and  on  the 
ninth  of  July,  finding  my  fleet 
made  up  to  twenty-four  fhips  of 
the  line  of  battle,  with  four  fri- 
gates and  two  fireftips,  I  failed 
again  in  obedience  to  my  inftruc- 
ticRS,  trufting  to  fuch  reinforce- 
ment as  I  was  given  to  cxpeft 
would  join  me  at  Plymouth,  off 
the  Lizard,  and  at  fea :  by  feveral 
reinforcements  of  fhips,  manned 
as  the  exigency  would  permit,  the 
fleet  was  made  up  to  tliirtv  fail  of 
the  line.  After  this,  although  I 
was  much  fhort  of  a' proportion- 
able number  of  frigates,  and  mull 
naturally  be  fubjctl  to  many  in- 
conveniencies  from  that  v/ant,  I 
had,  on  the  whole,  no  juit  caufe 
for  uneafmefs.  The  greateft  part 
of  the  fliips  were  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  well  appointed  ;  and 
where  any  thing  was  wanting,  the 
zeal  of  the  commanders  abundantly 
fupplied  ir. 

The  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet  confirmed  the  ideas  .upon 
v/hich  [had  returned  to  Portf- 
mouth ;  for  on  the  8th  of  July, 
the  day  before  I  left  St.  Helen's, 
they  failed  out  of  Breil  thirty-two 
Atil  of  the  line.  On  the  23d  the 
fleets  of  the  two  nations  firtt  came 
in  fight  of  each  other.  I  believe 
the  French  Admiral  found  me 
much  itrorger  than  lie  expefled  ; 
and  from  thence  he  all  along 
fhewed,  as  I  conceived,  a  manifeft 
difinclination  to  come  to  an  en- 
gagement. I  do  not  fay  this  as 
meaning  to  call  his  courage  in 
queftion,  very  far  from  it  ;  I  ana 
certain  that  he  is  a  man  of  great 
bravery ; 
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bravery  ;  but  he  might  have  many 
very  reiifonable  motives  for  avoid- 
ing a  decifive  adlion. 

Many  objefts  of  the  French, 
and  thofe  very  important,  might 
be  obtained  without  a  battle.  On 
my  part  I  had  every  motive  which 
could  make  me  earned  to  bring  it 
on,  and  I  was  refolved  to  do  fo 
whenever  and  by  whatever  means 
I  could. 

I  fliould  be  criminal  indeed  if  I 
had  not,  for  I  had  every  motive 
for  defiring  to  prefs  on  an  adion  ; 
the  greatell  body  of  the  Britilh 
trade  was  then  on  its  return  home. 
Two  Eail-India  and  two  Weft  In- 
'dia  fleets  of  immenfe  value  were 
hourly  expected  ;  from  the  courie 
it  was  probable  they  v/ould  hold, 
and  from  the  fituation  of  the 
F.'-ench  fleet,  they  might  be  taken 
in  my  fight  without  a  pofTibility  of 
my  preventing  it.  Befides  this,  I 
know  that  two  fleets,  where  one 
of  them  chufes  to  decline  battle, 
niay  be  for  a  long  time  near  one 
another,  without  any  means  of 
bringing  on  an  engagernent. 

I  cannot  be  certain  whether  the 
account  1  have  read  be  quite  ex- 
aft :  but  it  fhould  appear  by  that 
account,  that  in  King  William's 
reign  Admiral  Rufiel  continued 
for  two  months  almoft  in  the  daily 
view  of  the  French  fleet  wi,;hout 
having  it  in  his  power  to  fight 
them  :  I  do  not  think  the  thing  at 
/all  impofiible. 

1  had  alfo  other  reafons  for  the 
greateft  anxiety  to  bring  on  an  en- 
gagement j[ipon  any  terms  that  I 
.cpuld  obtain  it. 

T? 'Thefe  reafons  are  weighty;  and 
they  are  founded  jn  my  inltruc- 
tions.  I  gave  notice  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  I  might  find  it  ufeful 
to  my   defence  to  produce  thofe 


inftruftions  on  my  trial.  They 
communicated  to  me  his  Majefty's 
pleafure  thereupon,  and  informed 
nie,  that  they  could  not  confent 
that  my  inltruftions  fhouid  be  laid 
before  my  council,  or  be  produced, 
at  the  court  martial.  I  was  njuch 
furprized  at  this  anfwer,  as  I  con- 
ceived that  thofe  who  were  much 
bftter  juuges  than  I  could  be  of 
what  was  matter  of  lla'e,  could 
never  have  thought  of  putting  me 
in  a  fituation  which  might  compel 
me,  in  my  defence,  to  produce 
the  inftruftions  under  which  I  adt- 
ed,  when  at  the  fame  time  they 
meant  to  refufe  me  the  fair  and 
natural  means  of  my  juftification. 
It  is  my  undoubted  right,  if-.  I 
think  proper,  to  avail  myfelf  of 
them.  On  former  trials  they  have 
been  generally  fent  down  with  the 
accufation,  that  the  condudt  of  the 
Admiral  might  be  compared  with 
his  inftrudtions.  But  leaving  the 
Admiralty  to  refleft  on  the  pro- 
priety of  their  condudt,  it  is  my 
part  to  take  care  of  tny  own,  I 
have  always  been  willing  to  run 
any  hazard  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ftate.  I  fliall  not  produce  thofe 
inflruftions ;  I  have  not  even  fhew- 
ed  them  to  my  council,  nor  com- 
municated their  contents.  But  my 
declining  to  make  ufe  of  my  own 
rights  cannot,  in  a  like  cafe  here- 
after, aited  the  right  of  any  other 
man. 

The  world  will  judge  of  the 
wifdom  and  equity  of  ordering 
trials  under  fuch  circumftances. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  I  came  to 
an  action  with  the  French  :  they 
were  beaten,  and  obliged  to  retire 
into  their  own  port.  No  one  can 
doubt  but  a  commander  in. chief, 
who  is  to  reap  the  principal  Ihare 
of  the  glory,  will  be   earneft   to 

have 
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have  his  viftory  as  compleat  as 
poffible.  Mine  did  not  anlvv'er  to 
my  wifhes,  nor  to  my  juil  expec- 
tations. I  was  fully  refolved  to 
renew  the  engagement  ;  why  it 
was  not  renewed,  will  appear  when 
I  come  to  the  particulars  of  the 
charge. 

As  to  my  conduft  after  the  en- 
gagement, I  might  have  purfued 
a  fruitlefs  and  a  mod  hazardous 
cbace  of  fome  few  fhips  (I  know 
not  to  this  hour  with  certainty 
what  they  were,  nor  does  my  ac- 
cufer) ;  if  I  had  had  my  mind  filled 
with  notions  unworthy  of  my  fta- 
tion  I  might  eafily  have  paraded 
with  my  ihattcred  fleet  off  the  har- 
bour of  Breft.  I  chofe  rather  to 
return  to  Plymouth  with  all  expe- 
dition, to  put  myfelf  once  more  in 
a  condition  to  meet  the  enemy, 
and  defend  the  kingdom.  But  on 
jny  return  I  took  care  to  leave 
two  men  of  war  of  the  line  on  a 
cruize  to  proteft  the  trade.  By 
the  vigilance  of  the  commanders, 
and  the  happy  effeft  of  the  late 
advantage,  the  expeded  fleets  all 
came  in  fate. 

At  Plymouth  I  loll  no  time,  and 
omitted  no  means  of  putting  my- 
felf in  a  ftate  fit  for  adlion.  I  did 
every  thing  to  promote  an  unani- 
mous exertion  ;  and  I  found  my 
endeavours  well  feconded  by  all 
the  admirals  and  captains  of  the 
Heet.  This  benefit  I  acquired,  by 
avoiding  a  retrofpect  into  the  con- 
duft  of  the  Yice-admiral  of  the 
blue;  for  if  I  had  inltituted  an 
inquiry  or  trial,  it  would  have 
fufpended  the  operations  of  the 
whole  fleet,  and  would  have  fuf- 
pended them  in  the  midft  of  the 
campaign,  when  every  moment 
was  precious,  and  the  exertion  of 
every  officer  neceflary.    The  delay 
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which  the  prefent  coart-roartia! 
has  occafioned  to  the  fervice,  even 
at  this  time,  is  evident  to  all  the 
world.  How  much  more  mifchie- 
vous  would  it  have  been  at  that 
period?  I  was  fenfible  of  it,  or 
rather,  to  fpeak  more  correftly, 
my  mind  was  To  fully  taken  up 
with  carrying  en  the  great  fervice 
which  was  entrufted  to  my  care, 
that  I  could  not  admit  the  thought 
of  mif-fpending  my  own  time,  and 
wailing  the  flower  of  the  Britifti 
navy,  in  attending  on  a  court- 
martial. 

My  letter  to  the  Admiralty  was 
written  in  the  fpirit  which  direfted 
my  conduct  at  Plymouth.  AH 
my  letters  were  written  with  the 
fame  fpirit.  My  letter  publiftied 
in  the  Gazette  has  been  brought 
before  this  Court,  for  the  purpofe 
of  conviftlng  me  of  crimes,  by 
the  perfon  whofe  faults  it  was  in- 
tended to  cover.  He  has  attempt- 
ed, very  irregularly  in  my  opinion, 
to  call  upon  witnefTes  for  their 
conftrudion  of  my  writing.  No 
one  has  a  right  to  explain  my 
meaning,  where  it  may  be  doubt- 
ful, but  myfelf;  and  it  is  you. 
Gentlemen,  who  are  to  judge 
whether  my  explanation  is  fair. 

That  letter  (as  far  as  it  goes) 
is  an  account  of  the  adtion  ftridly 
true.  It  is  indeed  very  Ihort,  and 
very  general,  but  it  goes  as  far  as 
I  intended  it  fhould.  It  commends 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  ;  it  does  what  I 
meant  to  do. 

I  meant  to  com  mend  his  bravery 
(or  what  appeared  to  me  as  fuch) 
in  the  engagement.  As  he  ftood 
high  in  command,  to  pafs  over 
one  in  his  ftation,  would  be  to 
mark  him.  It  would  have  con- 
veyed the  cenfure  I  wiflied  for  fuch 
good  reafons  to  avoid,  and  I  fhould 

have 
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have  defeated  the  one  great  objefl 
I  h.id  in  view,  die  defence  of  the 
nation.  la  that  letter  \  exprefTed 
alfo  my  hopes  of  bringing  the 
French  fleet  to  aftion  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

1  had  fuch  hopes ;  and  my  ac- 
cufer,  even  in  the  fecond  edition 
of  his  log-book,  fhews  that  I  was 
not  wholly  ungrounded  in  my  ex- 
peftations,  fince  he  has  recorded 
himfelf  as  of  the  fame  opinion. 
I  faid,  that  I  did  not  interrupt  the 
French  fleet  that  evening  in  the 
formation  of  their  line.  I  fliall 
ftew  you  by  evidence  (if  it  fliould 
not  have  already  fully  appeared) 
that  I  was  not  able  to  do  it,  and 
that  any  random  firing  from  me 
under  my  circumftances  \vould 
have  been  vain  againfl  the  enemy, 
and  a  difgraceful  trifling  with  re- 
gard to  myfelf. 

You  have  feen  my  expreflions, 
and  fuch  is  their  meaning  with  re- 
gard to  both  the  French  and  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  fo  far  as  they  ap- 
plied to  the  particular  times  to 
which  they  feveraliy  belonged. 
But  there  was  an  intennedicte  time 
with  regard  to  both,  of  which, 
when  I  wrow  my  letter,  I  gave  no 
account.  I  intended  to  conceal 
it.  r  do  not  conceive  that  a  com- 
mander in  chief  is  bound  to  dif- 
clofe  to  all  Europe,  in  the  midil 
of  a  critical  fervice,  the  real  ftate 
of  his  fleet,  or  his  opinion  of  any 
of  his  oflicers. 

He  is  not,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances, bound  to  accufe  a  Britifli 
admiral.  To  me,  fuch  an  accuf- 
acion,  under  almoft  any  circum- 
ftances, is  a  very  ferious  matter  : 
whiift  a  poilibility  of  an  excufe  for 
an  ofiicer  remains  in  my  mind,  I 
am  in  my  difpofaion  ready  to  lay 
Jioid  of  it ;  and  I  co.ifefs  to  you. 
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that  until  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  him- 
felf had  brought  out  to  this  Court 
all  the  particulars,  I  attributed 
much  more  to  his  misfortune,  or 
miflake,  than  I  now  find  myfelf 
authorized  to  do  ;  nor  did  I  think 
his  condud;  half  fo  exceptionable 
as  he  himfelf  has  proved  it. 

Afcer  the  engagement,  be  never 
thought  fit  to  explain  to  me  the 
reafons  of  his  not  bearing  down 
into  my  wake,  to  enable  me  to 
renew  the  adion,  and  /  did  not 
think  fit  to  enquire  into  them. 

I  apprehend  that  a  power  of  paf- 
fing  over  faults  or  millakes  in  fer- 
vice, (into  which  the  very  bcft  of- 
ficers may  be  furprized)  to  be 
fometimes  as  neceflary,  if  not  10 
difcipline,  yet  to  the  end  of  all 
difcipline,  the  good  of  the  fervice, 
as  any  punifliment  of  them  caa 
poflibly  be  :  and  one  of  the  ill  ef- 
fc£ls  of  this  profecution  will  be, 
I  fear,  to  terrify  a  commander  in 
chief  out  of  one  of  the  moft  valu- 
able parts  of  his  difcretion. 

By  ufing  the  difcretion  which  I 
thought  was  in  me,  I  preferved 
concord  in  the  fleet,  promptitude 
in  the  fervice,  and  dignity  to  the 
country.  In  my  opinion,  any 
complaint  of  fuch  a  magnitude 
would  have  produced  infinite  mif- 
chiefs. 

Nobody  can  imagine,  that  in 
that  monient,  an  accufation  of  a 
Vice-admiral,  who  was  befides  a 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  could  be 
undertaken  without  a  capital  de- 
triment to  our  naval  operations, 
and  even  to  the  quiet  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

My  letter  was  written  folely 
upon  the  principles  which  I  have 
now  honelUy  ajid  faithfully  laid 
before  you,  and  which  I  fubmit  to 
your  judgment,     li  I  have  beea 
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more  indulgent  than  was  wife,  the 
pubh'c  hsis  had  the  benefit,  and  all 
the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of 
my  indifcretion  has  fallen  upou 
myfelf.  I  never  had  a  more 
troublefome  tnfk  of  the  fort  than 
in  penning  that  letter,  and  it  has 
ill  anfvvered  my  pains. 

If  1  have  not  Ihewn  myfelf  able 
at  concealment,  it  is  a  fault  lor 
which  I  hope  I  fhall  not  lole  much 
credit  with  this  court  martial.  I 
ihall  not  be  very  uncafy  if  I  have 
been  thought  to  have  wrote  a  bad 
letter,  if  I  ihall  be  found,  as  I  trull 
I  fiiall  be  found,  to  have  done  my 
duty  in  fighting  the  enemy. 

The  intrufion  of  my  letter  into 
the  trial,  has  made  it  neceifary 
for  me  to  explain  it.  I  now  pro- 
ceed with  the  account  of  my  con- 
dud. 

I  got  ready  for  fea  again,  with 
my  ufual  temper  and  difpofuion 
to  accommodate;  after  this  I  kept 
the  fea  as  long  as  I  could.  The 
French  fleet  carefully  avoided  my 
flation.  I  could  obtain  no  diftind 
intelligence  of  them,  though  I 
omitted  no  means  to  procure  it. 

In  confequence  of  this,  their  de- 
fertion  of  the  feas,  their  trade  fell 
into  the  hands  of  our  privateers, 
to  a  number  and  value  that  I  be- 
lieve was  never  equalled  in  the 
fame  fpace  of  time.  His  Majelty 
was  pleafed  to  fpeak  of  it  in  his 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  to  at- 
tribute it  to  the  good  condufl  of 
fome  of  iiis  officers. 

When  I  confidered  this  ;  when 
I  confidered  the  direft  approbation 
of  my  conduft,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  which  attended  my  ap- 
pointment, ic  was  with  difficulty 
I  perfuaded  myfelf  that  I  was 
awake,  when   I  found  that  I  was 
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treated  as  a  criminal,  and  ordered^ 
without  the  leaft  ceremony,  of 
previous  enquiry,  to  be  tried  by 
a  court  martial,  on  the  accufation 
of  my  officer,  my  old  friend,  one 
over  whofe  faults  I  had  fo  lately 
call  a  veil  ;  the  very  perfon  wlio 
v/as  a  mefTenger  and  congratulator 
of  my  original  appointment.  I> 
acknowledge  it  was  for  fome  time 
before  I  could  fufficiently  mailer 
ray  indignation,  and  compofe  my- 
ielf  to  that  equality  of  temper  with 
which  I  came  hither,  and  with 
which  I  have  heard  fucii  iliocking 
and  reproachful  matter  and  words' 
read  to  my  face,  in  the  place  of 
fuppoit  I  was  made  to  look  for< 
I  feel  very  much  inward  peace  at 
prefent  ;  and  the  event  1  confidet 
with  much  lefs  concern  for  myielf, 
than  for  the  fervice.  Your  judg- 
ment, I  am  fully  perfuaded,  will 
be  wife  and  well  weighed,  and 
fuch  as  will  be  of  credit  to  your- 
felves,  and  of  advantage  and  en- 
couragement to  that  part  of  the 
military  which  is  moft  interefting 
to  this  kingdom.  On  nty  part,  I 
trult  1  ihall  incitle  myfelf  not  only 
to  an  acquital,  but  to  an  honour- 
able reparation  at  your  hands,  for 
the  malicious  calumnies  contained 
in  the  charge  againft  me. 

Thus  much  I  have  faid  as  to  the 
general  matter  which  has  ariien  on 
the  trial,  and  the  circumllances 
by  which  that  trial  has  been 
brought  on,  as  well  as  to  the  mo- 
tives and  principles  which  regu- 
lated the  difcretion  that  I  conceive 
was  in  me.  If  thefe  motives  were 
probable,  and  likely  to  be  real,  I 
cannot  be  guilty  of  the  criminal 
negligence  and  want  of  knowledge 
in  my  profelfion,  with  which  I 
ftiind  charged.  As  to  the  charges 
themfeives. 
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themfelve?,  let  the  firil:  article  be 
xead  again,  and  I  will  aniwer  to 
it. 

"Juclge  Advocate.      FirJ}  Article  of 
the  Charge. 

THAT  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th  of  July,  1778,  having  a  fl?et 
of  thirty  fliips  of  the  line  under 
his  command,  and  being  thrn  in 
the  pre  fence  of  a  French  fisct  of 
the  like  number  of  fhips  o^  the 
line  ;  the  f.ud  admiral  did  not 
make  the  nece/Tary  preparations 
for  fieht ;  did  not  put  his  fleet  in- 
to a  line  of  battle,  or  into  any  or- 
der proper  either  for  receivinj^  or 
attacking  an  enemy  of  fuch  force  : 
but  on  the  contrary,  although  his 
fleet  was  already  difperfed  and  in 
diforder,  he,  by  making  the  fignal 
for  feveral  fliips  of  the  vice-admi- 
ral of  the  blue's  divifion  to  chace 
to  windward,  increnfed  the  difor- 
der of  that  part  of  his  fleet,  and 
the  fliips  were  in  confequehce  more 
fcattered  than  they  had  been  be- 
fore ;  and  whilil  in  this  diforder, 
he  advanced  to  the  enemy,  and 
made  the  fignal  for  battle. 

That  the  above  condnft  was  the 
more  unaccountable,  as  the  ene- 
my's fleet  was  not  then  in  difor- 
der, nor  beaten,  nor  flying,  but 
formed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle, 
on  that  tack  which  approached  the 
Bfitifli  fleet,  (all  their  motions 
plainly  indic:!ting  a  defign  to  give 
battle)  and  they  edged  dov^^n  and 
attacked  it  whilil:  in  diforder.  By 
this  un-officer-like  conduft,  a  ge- 
neral engagement  was  not  brought 
on,  but  the  other  flag-officers  and 
captains  were  left  to  engage  with- 
out order  or  regularity,  from 
whetice  great  confufion  enfucd  ; 
foitie  of  his  fhips  were  prevented 


getting  into  aftion  at  ail,  others 
were  not  near  enough  to  the  ene- 
my ;  and  feme,  from  the  confu- 
fion, fired  into  others  of  the  King's 
fliips,  and  did  them  confiderable 
damage  ;  and  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  was  left  alone  to  engage 
fingly  and  unfupported.  In  thefe 
inftances  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel 
negligently  performed  the  duty 
impofed  on  him. 

The  Admiral.  Mr.  Prefident,  to 
this  charge,  1  anfwer,  that  I  have 
never  underflood  preparations  for 
fight,  to  have  any  other  meaning 
in  the  language  and  underfland- 
ing  of  feamen,  than  that  each  par- 
ticular ftiip  under  the  dired'tion 
and  difcipline  of  her  own  ofiicers, 
n.vhsn  in  ptirfuit  of  an  enemy,  be  in 
every  refped  cleared  and  in  I'eadi- 
nefs  for  adlion  ;  the  contrary  of 
v.'hich,  no  admiral  of  a  fleet,  with- 
out reafonable  caufe,  will  pre- 
fume  ;  and  as  from  the  jnorning  of 
the  i\th,  'v:hen  the  French  fleet  had 
got  to  ivindivard,  to  the  time  of  thi 
ailion,  •  the  Briiijh  fleet  •was  in  un- 
remitting purjuit  of  them,  it  is  ftill 
more  difficult  to  conceive,  that  any 
thing  more  is  m.eant  by  this 
charge,  than  what  is  immediately 
after  conveyed  by  the  charge  that 
follows  it,  namely, 

*'  That  on  the  fame  morning 
"  of  the  27th,  I  did  not 
"  put  my  fleet  into  a  line 
"  of  battle,  or  into  any 
"  order,  proper  either  for 
"  receiving  or  attacking 
**  an  enemy  of  fuch  force." 

By  this  fccond  part  of  the 
charge,  I  feel  myfelf  attacked  in 
the  etxercife  of  that  great  and  broad 
line  of  difcretion,  3vhich  every  of- 
ficer commanding  either  fleets  Or 
armies. 
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armies,  is  often  obliged,  both  in 
duty  and  confcience,  to  exerciTe 
to  the  bell  of  his  judgment,  and 
which  depending  on  circumftances 
and  fitualions  infinitely  various, 
cannot  be  reduced  to  any  pofitive 
rule  of  difcipline  or  practice  ;  a 
difcretion  which  I  will  fubmit  to 
the  Court,  I  was  particularly  called 
upon  by  the  llrongeft  and  belt 
motives  to  exercife,  and  which, 
in  my  public  letter  to  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  I  openly  avowed  to 
have  exercifed.  I  admit,  that  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th  of  JulVj 
I  did  not  put  my  fleet  into  a  line 
of  battle,  becaufe  I  had  it  not  in 
my  choice  to  do  fo,  confiftent  with 
the  certainty,  or  even  the  proba- 
bility of  either  g:iving,  or  being 
given  battle  ;  and  becaufe,  if  I 
had  fcrupulouHy  adhered  to  that 
order,  in  which,  if  the  eledion 
had  been  mine,  I  fnould  have 
chofen  to  have  received,  or  attack- 
ed a  willing  enemy,  I  fhould  have 
had  no  enemy  either  to  receive  or 
to  attack. 

I  Ihal}  therefore,  in  anfwer  to 
this  charge,  fubmit  to  the  Court 
my  reafons  for  determining  to 
bring  the  French  fleet  to  battle  at 
all  events  ;  and  Ihall  Ihcw,  that 
any  other  order  than  that  in  which 
my  fleet  was  conducted,  from  my 
firft  feeing  them,  to  the  moment  of 
the  aftion,  was  incompatible  v.'ith 
fuch  determination. 

And  in  order  to  this,  I  mull 
/Call  the  attention  of  the  Court  to 
a  retrofpeftive  view  of  the  motions 
of  the  two  fleets,  from  their  firfl 
coming  in  fight  of  each  other. 

On  my  lirft  difcovering  the 
French  fleet  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  th€  :3d  of  July,  I 
made  the  nccelTary  fignals  for 
forming    my   fleet    in   the  order 
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of  battle,  which  I  efFefted  toward* 
the  evening,  when  I  brought  to, 
by  fignal,  and  lay  till  the  morn- 
ing, when  perceiving  that  the 
French  fleet  had  gained  the  wind 
during  the  night,  and  carried  3 
prefled  fail  to  preferve  it,  I  dif- 
continued  the  fignal  for  the  line, 
and  made  the  general  fignal  to 
chace  to  windward,  in  hopes  that 
they  would  join  battle  with  me, 
rather  than  fulFer  two  of  their  ca- 
pital (hips  to  be  entirely  feparated 
from  them,  and  give  me  the 
chance  of  cutting  off  a  third, 
which  had  carried  away  a  top- 
maft  in  the  night,  and  which  but 
for  a  fhift  of  wind  I  mull  have 
taken.  In  this,  however,  I  was 
difappointed,  for  they  fufi^ered  two 
of  them  to  go  off  altogether,  and 
continued  to  make  every  ufe  of  the 
advantage  of  the  wind. 

This  affiduous  endeavour  of  the 
French  admiral  to  avoid  coming  to 
adion,  which,  from  his  thus  hav- 
ing the  wind,  was  always  in  his 
option,  led  me  to  believe  he  ex- 
peilited  a  reinforcement  ;  a  reflec- 
tion which  would  alone  have  been 
fufHcient  to  determine  me  to  urge 
my  purfuit  in  as  colleiSled  a  body 
as  the  nature  of  fuch  a  purluit' 
would  admit  of,  without  the  delay 
of  the  line,  and  to  feize  the  firil 
opportunity  of  bringing  on  an  en- 
gagement. 

But  I  had  other  reafons  no  lefs 
urgent. 

if  by  obftinately  adhering  to  the 
line  of  battle,  I  had  fullered,  as  I 
inevitably  mufl,  the  French  fleet 
to  have  feparated  from  me  ;  and 
if  by  fuch  feparation  the  Engliih 
convoys  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft- 
Indies,  which  I  have  already  ilated 
in  the  introdudlion  to  my  defence  to 
have  been  then  cxpeded  home,  had 

beeff 
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Ijeen  cut  off,  or  the  coafl  of  Eng- 
land been  infuked,  what  would 
have  been  my  iituation  ?  Sheltered 
under  the  forms  of  difcipline,  I 
perhaps  might  have  efcapedpunifh- 
ment,  but  I  could  not  have  efcap- 
ed  cenfure  ;  I  fliould  neither  have 
efcaped  the  contempt  of  my  fellow 
citizens,  nor  the  reproaches  of  my 
own  confciencci 

Moved  by  thefe  Important  con- 
fiderations,  fupported  by  the  ex- 
amples of  Admiral  Ruffel,  and 
other  great  naval  commanders, 
who  in  fimilar  fituations  had  ever 
made  ftrift  order  give  way  to  rea- 
fonable  enterprize,  and  particu- 
larly encouraged  by  the  remem- 
brance of  having  myfelf  ferved 
under  that  truly  great  officer  Lord 
Hawke,  when,  rejedting  all  rules 
and  forms,  he  grafped  ac  viclory 
by  an  irregular  attack  j  I  deter- 
mined not  to  lofe  fight  of  the 
French  fleet  by  being  outfalled 
from  preferving  the  line  of  battle, 
but  to  keep  my  fleet  as  well  col-  ' 
leded  as  I  could,  and  near  enough 
to  affift  and  aft  with  each  other, 
in  cafe  a  change  of  wind  or  other 
favourable  cireumllance  fiiould  en- 
able me  to  force  the  enemy  to  ac- 
tion. 

Such  were  my  feelings  and  re- 
folutions  when  the  day  broke  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July; 
at  which  time  the  fleet  under  my 
command  was  in  the  foUowino- 
pontion  :  Vice-admiral  Sir  Robert 
Harland  was  about  four  miles  dlf- 
tant  on  the  Viflory's  weather 
quarter  with  moft  of  the  fhips  of 
his  own  divifion,  and  fome  of 
thofe  belonging  to  the  centre  ; 
and  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer  at  about  three  miles  diftance, 
a  point  before  the  lee  beam  of  the 
Vidory,    with    his    mainfaii    up. 

Vol.  XXII, 


which  obliged  the  (hips  of  his  di- 
vifion to  continue  under  an  eafy 
fail. 

The  French  fleet  was  as  much 
to  windward,  and  at  as  great  a 
dillance,  as  it  had  been  tlie  pre- 
ceding morning,  flanding  with  a 
frelh  wind  clofe  hauled  on  the  lar- 
board tack,  to  ail  appearance  a- 
voiding  me  with  the  fame  induftry 
as  ever. 

At  this  time,  therefore,  I  had 
no  greater  inducement  to  form  the 
line  than  I  had  on  the  morning  of 
the  former  day ;  and  I  could  not 
have  formed  it  without  greatly  in- 
creaflng  my  diftance  from  the 
French  fleet,  contrary  to  that  plan 
of  operations  which  I  have  already 
fubmitted  to  the  jadgm^ent  of  the 
Court. 

The  \^ice-admiral  of  the  blue 
next  charges, 

"  That  although  my  fleet  was 
already  diiperfed,  and  in 
diforder,  1,  by  making 
the  fignal  for  feveral 
fliips  of  his  divifion  to 
chafe  to  windward,  In- 
creafed  the  diforder  of 
that  part  of  my  fleet, 
and  that  the  fhips  were 
in  confequence  more 
fcattered  than  they  had 
been  before  ;  and  that, 
whilft  In  this  diforder,  I 
advanced  to  the  enemy, 
and  made  the  fignal  for 
battle/' 

In  this  part  of  the  charge  ther3 
i".  a  lludious  dcfign  to  miflead  ths 
underftanding,  and,  by  leaving 
out  times  and  Intermediate  events, 
to  make  the  tranfaftions  of  half  a 
day  appear  but  as  one  moment. 

It  is  indeed  impolTible  10  read  ie 
without  being  pofieflTsd  with   tl»3 

^S]  idea.. 
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idea,  that  at  half  paft  five  in  the 
morning,  when  I  made  the  fignal 
for  fix  of  the  fhin?  of  the  Vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue's  divifion  to 
chace  to  windward,  I  was  in  the 
immediate  piofpeft  of  clofing  with 
an  enemy  approaching  me  in  a 
regular  line,  and  all  their  motions 
plainly  indicating  a  defign  to  give 
battle  ;  inftead  of  which,  both  the 
fleets  were  then  on  the  larboard 
tack,  the  enemy's  fleet  near  three 
leagues  to  windward,  going  ofF 
clofe  by  the  wind  with  a  prefled 
fail  ;  my  reafon  therefore  for 
making  that  flgnal  at  half  pad 
five,  was  to  coUcdt  as  many  of  the 
fliips  to  windward  as  I  could,  in 
©rder  to  ftrenglhen  the  irtain  body 
of  the  fleet,  in  cafe  I  fhould  be 
able  to  get  to  aftion,  and  to  fill  up 
the  interval  between  the  Vidtory 
and  the  Vice-admiral,  which  was 
occafloned  by  his  being  far  to  lee- 
ward ;  and  it  is  plain  that  the 
Vice-admiral  muft  have  himfelf 
underftood  the  objeft  of  the  flgnal, 
iince  it  has  appeared  in  the  courfe 
of  the  evidence,  that  on  its  being 
made  the  Formidable  fet  herma'm- 
fail,  and  let  the  reefs  out  of  her 
topfails :  and  indeed  the  only  rea- 
fon why  it  was  not  originaUy  made 
for  the  whole  divifion  was,  that 
they  muft  have  then  chafed  as  a 
divifion,  which  would  have  re- 
tarded the  beft-going  fliips,  by  an 
attendance  on  the  Vice-admiral. 

Things  were  in  this  ficuation, 
when,  about  nine  o'clock,  the 
French  fleet  nxjore  and  ftood  to  the 
fouthvvard  on  the  ftarboard  tack  ; 
but  the  wind,  immediately  after 
they  were  about,  coming  more 
foutherly,  I  continued  to  {land  on 
till  a  quarter  paft  ten,  at  which 
time  I  tacked  the  Britilb  flert  to- 
gether by  lignal}  and  foon  after 
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we  were  about,  the  wind  came 
fome  points  in  our  favour  to  the 
wefrward,  which  enabled  us  to  lie 
up  for  a  part  of  them  ;  but  in  a 
dark  fquall  that  almoft  immediate- 
ly came  on,  I  loft  fight  of  them 
for  above  half  an  hour  ;  and  when 
it  cleared  away,  at  eleven  o'clock,, 
I  difcovered  that  the  French  fleet 
had  changed  their  pofition,  and 
v/ere  endeavouring  to  form  the  line 
on  the  larboard  tack,  which  find- 
ing they  could  not  efFcft  without 
coming  within  gun-fiiot  of  the  vaa 
of  the  Britifh  fleet,  they  edged 
down  and  fired,  on  my  headmofl 
fhips,  as  they  approached  them  on 
the  contrary  tack,  at  a  quarter 
after  eleven,  which  was  inftantly 
returned  ;  and  then,  and  not  till 
then,  I  made  the  fgnal  for  battle- 
all  this  happened  in  about  half  an 
hour  ;  and  muft  have  been  owing 
to  the  enemy's  falling  to  leeward 
in  performing  their  evolution  du- 
ring the  fquall,  which  we  could 
not  fee,  and  by  that  means  pro- 
duced this  fudden  and  unexpefted 
opportunity  of  engaging  them,  as 
they  were  near  three  leagues  a- 
head  of  me  when  the  fquall  came 
on. 

If,  therefore,  by  making  the 
fignal  for  the  line  of  battle  when 
the  van  of  my  fleet  was  thus  fud- 
de'nly  getting  within  reach  of  the 
enemy,  and  well  conneded  with 
the  center,  as  my  accufer  himfelf 
has  admitted,  I  had  called  back 
the  ^"ice- admiral  of  the  red,  the 
French  fleet  might  either  have 
formed  their  line  complete,  and 
have  come  dov/n  upon  my  fleet 
while  in  the  confufion  of  getting 
into  order  of  battle,  or  (what  I 
had  ftiil  greater  reafon  to  appre- 
hend) might  have  gone  off  to 
windward  out  of  my  reach  alto- 
gether j 
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gether ;  for,   even  as  it  was,  the  by  the   van   of  the    French    fleet 

enemy's  van,    inftead   of  coming  hauling  their  wind  again,  inftead 

clofe  to   adlion,  kept  their  wind,  of  bearing  down  into  aftion,  and 

and  pafled  hardly  within  random  by  their  hoifting  no  colours  when 


they  began  to  engage. 

Notwiihflanding  thefe  incontro- 
vertible truths,  my  accufer  im- 
putes it  to  me  that  a  general  en- 
gagement was  not  brought  on  ; 
but  it  is  evident,  from  the  tefti- 
mony  of  every  witnefs  he  has  cal- 
led, that  a  general  engagement 
was  never  in  my  choice ;  and 
that,  fo  far  from  its  being  prevent- 
ed by  my  not  having  formed  the 
line  of  laattle,  no  engagement, 
either  general  or  partial,  could 
have  been  brought  on,  if  I  had 
formed  it  :    indeed,  it  is  a  contra- 


fhot. 

My  accufernext  aflerts,  as  an  ag- 
gravation of  his  former  charge, 

*'  That  the  French  fleet  was 
*'  in  a  regular  line,  on  the 
"  tack  which  approached 
"  the  Britifh  fleet;  all 
"  their  motions  plainly 
"  indicating  a  defign  to 
"  give  battle." 

Both  which  fads  have  already 
been  contradifted,  by  the  tefii- 
mony  of  even  his  own  witnefTes. 
That  the  enemy's  fleet  was  not  in 

a  regular  line  of  battle,  appeared  diftion  in    terms,    to    fpeak    of  a 

by  the  French  admiral  being  out  general   engagement,    where   the 

of  his  fl:ation,   far  from  the  center  fleet  that  has  the  wind,   tacks  to 

of   his  line,    and    next,    or   very  pafs  the   fleet  to  leeward  on  the 

near,  to  a  fliip  carrying  a  vice-  contrary  tack, 

admiral's  flag  ;   and  from  feme  of  Such  was  the  manner  in  which, 

their  fhips  being  a-breart  of  each  after  four  days  purfuit,  I  was  at 

other,   and   in  one  as  they   pafl"ed  lafl  enabled,  by  a  favourable  fliift 

the  Englifli  fleet,  with  other  appa-  of  wind,  to  clofe  with  the  fleet  of 

rent    marks   of  irregularity :    in-  France. 

deed  every  motion  of  the  French  And  if  I  am  jaftifiable  on  prin- 
fleet,  from  about  nine,  when  it  ciple,  in  the  exercife  of  that  dif- 
went  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  till  cretion  which  I  have  been  fub- 
the  moment  of  the  aftion,  and  mitting  to  your  judgment,  of 
even  during  the  adlion  itfelf,  I  ap-  bringing  on,  at  all  events,  an  un- 
prehend  to  be  decifive  againll  the  willing  enemy  to  battle,  I  am 
alledged  indication  of  deflgiiing  certainly  not  called  upon  to  de- 
battle :  for,  if  the  French  admiral  fcend  to  all  the  minutiae  of  con- 
had  really  defigned  to  come  to  fequences  refulting  from  fuch  en- 
action,    I    apprehend    he    never  terprize  ;  even  if  fuch  had  enfued. 


would  have  got  his  fleet  on  the 
contrary  tack  to  that  on  which  the 
Britifh  fleet  was  coming  up  to 
him,  but  would  have  fliortened 
fail,  and  waited  for  it,  formed  in 
the  line  on  the  fame  tack  ;  nnd 
even  when  he  did  tack  towards 
the  Britifli  fleet,  the  alledged  in- 
dication is  again   diredly  refuted. 


as  my  accufer  has  aflerted,  but 
which  his  own  v/itneiTes  have  not 
only  failed  to  eftablifli,  hut  abfo- 
lutely  refuted.  ft  would  be  an 
infult  on  the  underftanding  of  the 
Court,  were  I  to  offer  any  argu- 
ments to  (hew,  that  {hips  which 
engage  withcut  a  lined  battle  can- 
not fo  clofely,  uniformly,  and  ma- 
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tually  fupport  each  other,  as  when 
circumftances  admit  of  a  line  being 
fbrnied  j  becaufe  it  is  felf-evident, 
and  is  the  bafis  of  all  the  difci- 
pline  and  praftice  of  lines  of  battk : 
but,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  notwith- 
ftanding  I  had  no  choice  in  mak- 
ing any  difpofition  for  an  attack, 
nor  any  poflibility  of  g.etting  to 
battle  Gtherwi-fe  than  I  did,  which 
would  be  alone  fufficient  to  repel 
any  charge  of  confequent  irregu- 
larity, or  even  confufion,  yet  it  is 
not  neceffary  for  me  to  claim  the 
proteftion  of  the  circumftunces  un- 
der which  I  afted ;  becaufe  no  ir- 
regularity or  confufion,  either  ex- 
jlled  or  has  been  proved  ;  all  the 
chacing  fhips,  and  the  whole  fleet, 
except  a  (hip  or  two,  got  into  bat- 
tle, and  into  as  clofe  battle  as  the 
Ii"rench  fleet,  which  had  the  op- 
lion  by  being  to  windward,  chofe 
to  give  them. 

The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
himfelf,  though  in  the  rear,  was 
out  of  aftion  in  a  fliort  time  after 
the  Viftory  ;  and  fo  far  from  be- 
ing left  to  engage  fingly  and  un- 
fupported,  was  paffed,  during  the 
adlion,  by  three  fl^iips  of  his  own 
tiivifionj  and  was  obliged  to  back 
his  mizen  topfail  to  keep  out  of 
the  fire  of  one  of  the  largeft  ftiips 
111  the  fleet,  v/hich  muft  have  con- 
tinued near  him  all  the  reft  of  the 
time  he  was  paffing  the  French 
line,  as  I  fhall  prove  (he  was  with- 
in three  cables  length  of  the  For- 
midable, when  the  firing  ceafcd. 
Pleafc  to  read  the  next  article. 

"Judge  Ad-vocate.  The  fecond  ar- 
ticle of  the  charge  is,  "  That  after 
"  the  van  and  center  divifipns  of 
*'  the  Britifh  fleet  pafled  the  rear 
**  of  the  enemy,  the  admiral  did 
'*  not  immediately  lack  and  dou- 
3 


*'  ble  upon  the  enemy  with  thc^ 
"  two  dlvifions,  and  continue  the 
*'  battle  ;  nor  did  he  colleft  them 
"  together  at  that  time,  and  keep 
"  fo  near  the  enemy  as  to  be  in ' 
"  readinefs  to  renew  the  battle, 
*■'  as  ibon  as  it  might  be  propes  ; 
**  but,  on  the  contrary,,  he  flood 
"  away  beyond  the  enemy  to  a 
**  great  diftance  before  he  wore  to 
*'  ftand  towards  them  again,  leav- 
**  ing  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue- 
"  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and 
**  expofed  to  be  cut  ofi^." 

The  Admiral.  Sir,  In  anfwcr  to 
this  article,  the  moment  the  Viic- 
tory  had  pafl!ed  the  enemy's  rear, 
my  firlt  objeft  was  to  look  round 
to  the  pofition  of  the  fl-eet,  which 
the  fmoak  had  till  then  obfcured 
from  obfervation,  in  order  to  de- 
termine how  a  general  engage- 
ment might  beft  be  brought  on 
after  the  fleets  fliould  have  paflTed 
each  other»  I  found  that  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red  with  part  of  his 
divifion  had  tacked,  and  was  ftand- 
ing  towards  the  enemy  with  top- 
gallant fails  fet,  the  very  thing  I  am 
charged  with  not  having  diredled 
him  to  do;  but  all  the  reft  of  the 
fhips  that  had  got  out  of  aflion 
were  ftill  on  the  fliarboard  tack, 
fome  of  them  dropping  to  leeward, 
and  feemingly  employed  in  repair- 
ing their  damages : — The  Viftory 
herfelf  was  in  no  condition  to 
tack,  and  J  could  not  immediately 
wear  and  ftand  back  on  the  ftiips 
coming  up  a-ftern  of  me  out  of  the 
aftion  (had  it  been  otherwife  expe- 
dient) without  throwing  them  into 
the  utraoft  confufion.  —  Sir  John 
Rofs,  who  very  gallantly  tried  the 
experiment,  having  informed  the 
court  of  the  momentary  neceffity 
he   was    under  of  wearing   back 
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again  to  prevent  the  confequences 
I  have  mentioned,  makes  it  un- 
necefTary  to  enlarge  on  the  proba- 
ble effe<^  of  fiich  a  general  ma- 
noeuvre with  all  the  (laps  a-head. 
Indeed,  I  only  remark  it  as  a 
ftrongly  relative  circumitance,  ap- 
pearing by  the  evidence  of  a  very 
able  and  experienced  officer,  and 
by  no  means  as  a  jaftifkation  for 
having  flood  away  to  a  great  dif- 
tance  beyond  the  enemy  before  I 
wore,  becaufe  the  charge  itfclf  is 
grofly  falfe  in  fa6t^ 

The  Vidlory  had  very  little  way 
while  her  head  was  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  although  her  damages 
were  confiderable,  was  the  firft 
fliip  of  the  center  diviiion  that  got 
round  towards  the  enemy  again, 
and  fome  time  before  the  reft  were 
able  to  follow  her ;  fince  even  as 
it  was,  not  above  three  or  four 
were  able  to  clofe  up  with  her  on 
the  larboard  tack-;  fo  that  had  it 
even  been  prafticable  to  have  wore 
'fooner  than  I  did,  no  good  purpofe 
could  have  been  anfwered  by  it, 
fince  I  muft  only  have  wore  the 
fooner  back  again,  to  have  col- 
■lefted  the  dlfabled  fhips,  which 
would  have  been  thereby  left  ftiil 
■farther  a-ftern.. 

The  Formidable  was  no  other- 
wife  engaged  with  the  enemy  dur- 
ing this  fhort  interval,  than  as 
-being  in  the  rear,  which  muft  al- 
ways neceflarily  happen  to  fhips 
in  that  fituution,.  when  fleets  en- 
gage each  other  on  contrary  tacks, 
and  no  one  witnefs  has  attempted 
^to  fpeak  to  the  danger  my  accufer 
complains  of,  except  his  own  cap- 
tain, who,  on  being  called  upon 
'io  fix  the  time  v/hen  fuch  danger 
was  apprehended,  ftated  it  to  be 
iefore  the  Formidable  opened  her 
^re» — which  renders  the  applica- 


tion of  it  as  a  confequence  of  the 
fecond  charge  too  abfurd  to  demand 
a  refutation.  Now  pleafe  to  read 
the  third.  Sir. 

Jadge  Ad-vocate.  The  third  ar- 
ticle of  the  charge  is,  "  That  after 
■"  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
*'  had  paffed  the  laft  of  the  ene- 
**  my's  Ihips,  and  immed-iately 
"  wore  and  laid  his  own  ftiip's 
"  head  towards  the  enemy  again, 
"  being  then  in  their  wake,  and 
"  at  a  little  diftance  only,  and 
"  expeding  the  admiral  to  ad- 
*'  vance  with  all  the  Ihips  to  re- 
*'  nev/  the  fight;  the  admiral  did 
■"  not  advance  for  that  purpofe, 
"  but  fhortened  fail,  hauled  down 
*'  the  fignal  for  battle  ;  nor  did  he 
'*  at  that  time,  or  at  any  other 
*'  whilft  ftandlng  towards  the  ene- 
"  my,  call  the  ftiips  together  in 
*'  order  to  renew  the  attack,  as 
"  he  might  have  done,  particu- 
*'  larly  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red 
'*  and  his  divifion,  which  had  re- 
"  ceived  the  leaft  damage,  had 
*'  been  the  longeft  out  of  aftion, 
*'  were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it, 
"  were  then  to  windward,  and 
*'  could  have  bore  down  and 
*'  fetched  any  part  of  the  French. 
"  fleet,  if  the  fignal  for  battle  had 
"  not  been  hauled  down;  or  if 
**  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel  had 
"  availed  himfelf  of  the  fignal  ap- 
*'  pointed  by  the  thirty-firft  arti- 
*'  cle  of  the  Fighting  Inftruftions, 
"  by  which  he  might  have  odered 
"  thofe  to  lead,  who  are  to  lead 
**  with  the  ftarboard  tacks  on 
^'  board  by  a  wind,  which  fignal 
*'  was  applicable  to  the  occa-fion 
"  for  renewing  the  engagement 
"  with  advantage  after  the  French 
"  fleet  had  been  beaten,  their 
"  line  broken,  and  in  diforder.— 

[5]  3  *'  In 
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"  In  thefe  in  (lances  he  did  not  do 

*'  the    utmoft    in    his    power    to 

*'  take,  fink,  burn  or  deflioy  the 

"  French  fleet,  that  had  attacked 

*'  the  BritiOi  fieet." 

7'/:>e  Admiral.  Sir,  As  foon  as 
I  had  wore  to  ftand  towards  the 
enemy,  I  hauled  down  the  fignal 
for  battle,  which  I  judged  impro- 
per to  be  kept  abroad  till  the  (hips 
could  recover  their  ftations,  or  at 
leaft  get  near  enough  to  fupport 
each  other  in  adlion  ;  and  in  order 
to  call  them  together  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  I  immediately  made  the  fig- 
nal to  form  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head,  a  cable's  length  afunder,  and 
the  Vidory  being  at  this  time  a- 
head  of  all  the  center  and  red  di- 
vifion,  I  embraced  that  opportuni- 
ty of  unbending  her  maintop-fail, 
which  was  totally  unferviccable, 
and  in  doing  which  the  utmoft  ex- 
pedition was  ufed,  the  fhips  a-ftern 
of  me  doing  all  they  could  in  the 
mean  time  to  get  into  their  Ilations, 
fo  that  no  time  was  loft  by  this  ne- 
ceflary  operation. 

The  Formidable  was  a-head  of 
the  Vidtory  during  this  period  ;  it 
was  her  ftation  in  the  line,  on 
that  tack;  yet  at  the  very  moment 
my  accufer  dares  to  charge  me 
with  not  calling  the  Ihips  together 
to  renew  the  attack, — he  himfelf, 
though  his  fhip  was  in  a  manage- 
able condition,  as  has  appeared  by 
the  evidence  of  his  own  captain, 
—and  though  he  had  wore,  ex- 
pefting  (as  he  fays)  the  battle  to 
be  renewed,  quitted  his  ftation  in 
the  front  of  that  line  of  battle, 
the  fignal  for  which  was  flying, 
pafTed  to  leeward  of  me  on  the  ftar- 
board  tack,  while  I  was  advanc- 
ing to  the  enen-.y,  and  never  came 
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into  the  line  during  the  reft  of  the 
day. 

In  this  fituation  I  judged  it  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  who  was  to  windward,  and 
pudiing  forward  on  my  weather- 
bow  with  fix  or  feven  ihips  of  his 
divifion,  fliould  lead  on  the  lar- 
board tack,  in  order  to  give  time 
to  the  fliips  which  had  come  laft 
out  of  aftion-,  to  repair  their  da- 
mages; and  get  colleded  together, 
and  the  fignal  appointed  by  the 
thirty-firft  article  of  the  Fighting 
Inftruftions  not  being  applicable, 
as  the  French  fleet  was  fo  nearly 
a-head  of  us,  that  by  keeping 
clofe  to  the  wind  we  could  only 
have  fetched  them,  I  made  the 
Proferpine's  fignal,  in  order  to 
have  difpatched  Captain  Sutton 
with  a  mefi'age  to  Vice- Admiral 
Sir  Robert  Harland,  to  lead  the 
fleet  on  the  larboard  tack ;  but 
before  he  had  left  the  Victory  with 
the  orders  he  had  received,  the 
French  fleet  wore  and  flood  to  the 
fouthward,  forming  their  line  on 
the  ftarboard  tack,  their  fliips  ad- 
vancing regularly  out  of  a  collec- 
ted body,  which  they  had  got  into 
from  the  operation  of  wearing, 
and  not  from  any  difordsr  or  con- 
fufion ;  though  had  fach  diforder 
or  confufion  really  exifted,  I  could 
have  derived  no  immediate  advan- 
tage from  it,  not  having  a  fufii- 
cient  force  collefled  to  prevent 
their  forming,  by  an  attempt  to  re- 
new the  attack.  The  Vidlorywas 
at  this  time  the  neareft  fliip  to  the 
enemy,  with  no  more  than  three 
or  four  of  the  center  divifion  in 
any  fituation  to  have  fupported 
her,  or  each  other  in  adlion  ;  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  on 
the  ftarboard  tack,  ftanding  away 

from 
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from  his  ftation,  totally  regardlefs 
of  the  fignal  that  was  flying  to 
form  the  line;  and  moft  of  the 
ether  fliips,  except  the  red  divi- 
fion,  vvhofe  pofition  I  have  already 
ilated,  were  far  a-llern,  and  live 
difabled  Ihips  at  a  gi'eat  diilance 
on  the  lee  quarter. 

Moil:  of  thele  fa£ls  are  already 
ellabliihed  by  my  accufer's  own 
evidence  ;  and  I  fhall  prove  and 
confirm  them  all  by  the  teillmony 
of  that  part  of  the  fleet,  whofe 
fituations  will  enable  them  to  fpeak 
to  them  with  certainty, 

1  truft  they  will  convince  the 
court,  that  I  had  it  not  in  my 
power  to  colledl  the  fleet  together 
to  renew  the  fight  at  that  time, 
and  that  from  their  not  being  able 
to  follow  me,  I  confequently  could 
not  advance  with  them;  that  I 
did  not  ftiorten  fail,  but  only  fliift- 
ed  an  unferviceable  one  when  I 
was  far  a-head,  and  the  fhips  un- 
able to  follow  ;  that  I  did  not  hnul 
down  the  fignal  for  battle  till  it 
ceafed  to  be  capable  of  producing 
any  good  elFeft ;  that  during  the 
whole  time  I  ftood  towards  the 
enemy,  I  endeavoured  by  the  mofl: 
forcible  of  all  fignals,  the  fignal 
for  the  line  of  battle,  to  call  the 
fhips  together,  in  order  to  renew 
the  attack  ;  that  I  did  avail  my- 
felf  of  the  Ihips  that  were  with  the 
vice-ddmiral  of  the  red,  as  far  as 
circurnftances  admitted  ;  and  that 
I  therefore  did  do  the  utmoil  in 
my  power  to  take,  fink,  burn,  and 
defiroy  the  French  fleet,  which 
had  attacked  the  Britifh  fleet. 
Read  the  fourth  article  if  you 
pleafe. 

"Judge  Jd'vocate.  The  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  charge  is,  '*  Thur, 
'*  inllead  of  advancing  to  renew 


"  the  engagement,  as  in  the  pre- 
"  ceding  articles  is  alledged, 
"  and  as  he  might  and  ought  to 
"  have  done,  the  admiral  wore 
"  and  made  fail  diredly  from  the 
"  enemy  ;  and  thus  he  led  the 
"  whole  Britifh  fleet  away  from 
**  them,  which  gave  them  the  op- 
/*  portunity  to  rally  unmollefted, 
**  and  to  form  again  into  a  line  of 
"  battle,  and  to  ftand  after  the 
"  Britifn  fleet. 

"  This  was  difgraceful  to  the 
"  Britifn  flag  ;  for  it  had  the  ap- 
"  pearance  of  a  flight,  and  gave 
"  the  French  admiral  a  pretence 
*'  to  claim  the  vidlory,  and  to 
"  publifli  to  the  \vo|l'd  that  the 
"  Britilh  fleet  ran  away,  and  that 
"  he  purfued  it  with  the  fleet  of 
"  France,  and  offered  it  battle," 

,  The  Admiral.  Sir,  The  French 
fleet  having  wore,  and  began  to 
form  tlieir  line  on  the  ftarboard 
tack  by  the  wind,  which  if  they 
had  kept  would  have  brought  thein 
clofe  up  with  the  center  divifion, 
foon  afterwards  edged  away,  point- 
ing towards  four  or  five  of  the  dif- 
abled  fliips,  which  were  at  a  dif- 
tance  to  leeward,  and  with  evi- 
dent intention  to  have  feparated 
them  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet ; 
to  prevent  which,  I  made  the  fig- 
nal to  wear,  and  ftood  athwart 
their  van  in  a  diagonal  courfe,  to 
give  proteflion  to  thefe  crippled 
fhips,  keeping  the  fignal  for  the 
line  flying,  to  form  and  colled:  the 
fleet  on  the  ftarboard  tack :  and  as 
I  had  thus  been  obliged  to  alter 
my  difpofition  before  Captain  Sut- 
ton left  the  Viifiory  with  my  for- 
mer mefTage,  Idifpatched  him  with 
orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red, 
to  form  with  his  divifion  at  a  diftance 
a-ftern  of  the  Vidory,  to  cover  the 
[5]  4  lear. 
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rear,  and  to  keep  the  enemy  in 
check  'till  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue  fliould  come  into  his  ftation 
with  his  divifion,  in  obedience  to 
the  fignal.  Thefe  orders  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red  inflantly  obey- 
ed, and  was  formed  in  my  wake 
before  four  o'clock;  when  finding 
that  while  by  the  courfe  I  fteered 
to  protcft  the  crippled  (liips,  I 
was  nearing  the  enemy,  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  ftill  continued 
to  lie  to  windward,  and  by  fo  do- 
ing kept  his  divifion  from  joining 
me,  I  made  the  fignal  for  fhips  to 
windward  to  bear  down  into  my 
wake;  and  that  it  might  be  the 
better  diftinguiihed  (both  being 
lignals  at  the  mizen  peak)  I  haul- 
ed down  the  fignal  for  the  line  for 
about  ten  minutes,  and  then  hoift- 
ed  it  again.  This  fignal  for  fhips 
to  windward  to  bear  down  he  re- 
peated, though  he  had  not  repeat- 
ed that  for  the  line  of  battle;  but 
by  not  bearing  down  himfelf,  he 
led  the  Ihips  of  his  divifion  to  in- 
terpret his  repeating  it,  as  requiring 
them  to  come  into  his  wake  inftead 
of  mine. 

Having  now  accomplinied  the 
protedlion  of  the  difabled  (hips, 
and  the  French  fleet  continuing 
to  form  their  line,  ranging  up  to 
leeward  parallel  to  the  center  di- 
vifion, my  only  obje<fl  was  to  form 
mine,  in  order  to  bear  down  upon 
them  to  renew  the  battle  :  and 
theretore,  at  a  quarter  before  five, 
after  having  repeated  the  fignal  for 
iliips  to  v.'iadward  to  bear  down 
into  my  wake  with  n'o  better  efFeft 
than  before,  I  fent  the  Milford, 
with  orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  red  to  ftretch  a-head  and  take 
his  ilation  in  the  line,  which  he 
inftantly  cbcyed  ;  and  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  being  ftiJl  to 
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windward,  with  his  fore  topfail 
unbent,  and  making  no  vifible  ef- 
fort to  obey  the  fignal,  which  had 
been  flying  the  whole  afternoon, 
I  fent  the  Fox  at  five  o'clock  with 
orders  to  him  to  bear  down  into 
my  wake,  and  to  tell  him  that  I 
only  waited  for  him  and  his  divi- 
fion to  renew  the  battle ;  and 
while  I  was  difpatching  thefe  fri- 
gates, having  before  hauled  down 
the  fignal  to  come  into  my  wake, 
I  put  abroad  the  fignal  for  all 
fhips  to  come  into  their  flations, 
always  keeping  the  fignal  for  the 
line  flying.  All  this  producing  no 
effedl  on  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  wearied  out  with  fruit- 
lefs  expeftation,  at  feven  o'clock 
I  made  the  fignal  for  each  par- 
ticular fnip  of  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue's  divifion  to  come  into  her 
ftation  ;  but  before  they  had  ac- 
compliihed  it,  night  put  an  end 
to  all  further  operations. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  amongft 
thefe  fignals  I  did  not  make  the 
Formidable's. — If  the  vice-admi- 
ral chufes  to  confider  this  as  a  cul- 
pable neglefl,  I  can  only  fay  that 
it  occurred  to  me,  to  treat  hiin 
with  a  delicacy  due  to  his  rank, 
which  had  fomr  time  before  in- 
duced me  to  fend  him  the  mefiage 
by  Captain  Windfor;  the  particu- 
lars of  which  he  has  already  faith- 
fully related  to  the  court. 

I  truft  I  have  little  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  you  will  be  inclined 
to  confider  my  condud,  as  I  have 
flated  it,  in  anfwer  to  this  fourth 
article  of  the  charge,  as  difgrace- 
fui  to  the  Britiih  flag  !  After  [  had 
wore  upon  the  fame  tack  with  the 
enemy,  to  proteft  the  difabled 
part  of  my  fleet,  and  to  coMcdl.  the 
reft  together,  there  would  have 
been  licde  to  do  to  renew  the 
battle. 
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battle,  but  bearing  right  down 
upon  the  enemy,  if  my  accufer 
had  led  down  his  divifion  in  obe- 
dience to  the  repeated  fignals  and 
orders  which  I  have  ftated.  The 
Viftory  never  went  more  than  two 
knots,  was  under  her  double  reefed 
topfails  and  forefail,  much  fliat- 
tered,  which  kept  the  fnips  that 
were  near  her  under  their  topfails, 
and  fufFered  the  French  fleet, 
which  might  always  have  broughc 
me  to  aftion,  if  they  had  inclined 
to  do  it,  to  range  up  parallel  with 
the  center  under  very  little  lail  : 
and  it  was  to  proteft  the  five  dif- 
abled  ihips  above  mentioned,  and 
to  give  the  reft  time  to  form  into 
fome  order,  that  I  judged  it  more 
expedient  to  ftand  as  I  did,  under 
that  eafy  fail,  than  to  bring  to, 
with  my  head  to  the  fouthward. 
The  court  will  judge  whether  it 
was  poffible  for  any  oificer  in  the 
fervice,  really  to  believe  that  thefe 
operations  could  give  the  appear- 
ance of  a  flight,  or  furnifh  a  ra- 
tional pretence  to  the  French  ad- 
miral to  claim  the  viftory,  or  pub- 
lifh  to  the  world  that  the  Britilh 
fleet  had  run  away.  Pleafe  to  read 
the  next  article. 

Judge  Ad-Tjocate.  The  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  the  charge  is,  ''  That  in 
"  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July, 
"  1778,  when  it  was  perceived 
"  that  only  three  of  the  French 
*'  fleet  remained  near  the  Britiih 
♦'  in  the  fuuation  the  whole  had 
*'  been  in  the  night  before,  and 
"  that  the  reft  were  to  leeward  at 
"  a  greater  diftance,  not  in  a  liiie 
"  of  battle,  but  in  a  heap  ;  the 
'f  admiral  did  not  caufe  the  fleet 
*'  to  purfue  the  Hying  enemy,  nor 
'*  even  to  chnce  the  three  fhips 
"  that  fled  after  the  reft;  but,  on 


**  the  contrary,  he  led  the  Britifla 
"  fleet  another  way,  direftly  from 
*'  the  enemy. 

"  By  thefe  inftances  of  mifcon- 
"  duft  and  negleft  a  glorious  op- 
*'  portnnity  was  loft  of  doing  a 
*'  moft  efTential  fervice  to  the 
**  ftate,  and  the  honour  of  the  Bri- 
"  tifli  navy  was  tarniflied." 

The  Admiral.  Sir,  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  28th  cf  July,  the  French 
fleet  (except  three  fail,  which  were 
feen  on  the  lee-quarter)  was  only 
vifible  from  the  maft  heads  of  fome 
of  the  flfiips  of  the  Britifli  fleet, 
and  at  a  diftance  from  me,  which 
afforded  not  the  fmalleft  profpeft 
of  coming  up  with  them,  more 
efpecially  as  their  fhips,  though 
"certainly  much  damaged  in  their 
hulls,  had  not  apparently  fufi^ered 
much  in  their  mafts  and  fails  ; 
whereas  the  fleet  under  my  com- 
mand was  generally  and  greatly 
ftiattered  in  their  mafts,  yards, 
and  rigging,  and  many  of  them 
unable  to  carry  fail  ;  as  to  the 
three  French  fhips,  I  made  the 
fignal  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing for  the  Duke,  Bienfaifant, 
Prince  George,  and  Elizabeth,  to 
give  them  chace,  judging  them  to 
be  the  propereft  fhips  for  that  pur- 
pofe;  but  the  two  laft  were  not 
able  to  carry  fufficient  fail  to  give 
even  countenance  to  the  purfuit ; 
and  looking  round  to  the  general 
condition  of  my  fleet,  I  faw  it 
was  in  vain  to  attempt  either  a  ge- 
neral or  a  partial  chace.  Indeed, 
my  accufer  does  not  venture  to 
alledge  that  there  was  any  probabi- 
lity, or  even  pofTibility,  of  doing 
it  with  ettedl,  which  deftroys  the 
whole  imputation  of  his  charge. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  I  trufl 
I  could  not  miftake  my  duty  ;  and 

I  was 
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I  was  refolved,  as  I  have  already 
before  obferved  in  the  introduftion 
to  my  defence,  rot  to  facrihce  it 
to  an  empty  fhow  and  appearance, 
which  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  an 
ofEcer,  unconfcious  of  any  failure 
«r  negledl;.  To  have  urged  a 
fraitiefs  purfait  with  a  fleet  fo 
greatly  crippled  iu  its  mails  and 
-fails,  after  a  diftant  and  flying 
enemy,  within  reach  of  their  own 
ports,  and  with  a  frefh  wind  blow- 
ing fair  for  their  ports,  with  a  large 
fwel!,  would  have  been  not  only 
wantonly  expoung  the  Britifh  fleet 
under  my  command  without  end 
or  objeft,  but  mifleading  and  de- 
feating its  operations,  by  delaying 
the  refitment  neceffary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  future  fervice  with  vi- 
gour and  efteft. 

My  accafer  aflerts,  by  a  general 
conclufion,  to  the  five  articles  ex- 
hibited againfl  me,  that  from  what 
he  flates  as  inftances  of  mifcondudl 
and  negledt  in  me,  a  glorious  op- 
portunity was  loft  of  doing  a  moft 
effential  fervice  to  the  flate,  and 
that  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  navy 
was  tarnlflied. 

The  truth  of  the  afi'ertion,  that 
an  opportunity  was  loft,  I  am  not 
called  upon  either  to  combat  or 
deny  ;  it  is  fufficient  for  me,  if  I 
Ihall  be  fuccefsful  in  proving  that, 
that  opportunity  was  feized  by 
jne,  and  followed  up  to  tHe  fuU 
extent  of  my  power;  if  the  court 
iliall  be  of  that  opinion,  I  am  fa- 
tisfied  ;  and  it  will  then  reft  with 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  to  ex- 
■plain  to  what  caui'e  it  is  to  be  re- 
ferred, that  the  glorious  opportu- 
nity he  fpeaks  of  was  loft,  and  to 
whom  it  is  to  be  imputed  (if  the 
faft  be  true)  that  the  honour  of 
the  Britiih  navy  has  been  tar- 
niihed. 


Having  now  ofl^ered  to  the  court 
precife  anfvers  to  all  the  charges 
exhibited  againft  me;  I  fliall  pro- 
ceed to  call  my  vvitnefl^es  to  iup- 
port  thofe  anfwers,  and  of  courfe 
to  refute  the  charges  in  the  order 
in  which  they  have  been  made. 
I  fliall  call  them  not  as  a  prlfoner 
connmonly  calls  his  witnefles,  to 
oppofe  them  to  thofe.  which  appear 
for  the  profecution — quite  the  con- 
trary,—I  bring  them  to  fupport, 
confirm,  enlarge,  and  illuftrate  al- 
moft  the  body  of  the  evidence 
which  has  been  given  by  my  ac- 
cufer. 

But,  before  I  fit  down,  I  muft 
difcharge  a  duty  which  I  feel  my- 
felf  to  ewe  to  the  reputation  of  a 
fervice  highly  and  juftly  favoured 
in  this  country,  and  which  can  ne- 
ver fufFer  in  its  honour,  but  the 
nation  itfslf  will  fuffer  in  propor- 
tion. 

I  have  heard  it  aiTcrted,  and 
contended  for  during  this  trial, 
as  an  effenlial  and  indifpenfible 
right  of  a  captain  of  a  man  of  war, 
to  make  additions  and  alterations 
in  the  Ihip's  log-book,  even  after 
the  original  entries  had  been  feen, 
examined,  and  approved  by  him- 
felf.  I  have  feen  this  attempted 
to  be  excufed,  nay,  even  juuified 
and  boafted  of  in  a  cafe  where  the 
alterations  and  additions  introduc- 
ed matter  of  criminal  and  capital 
offence,  sckowledged  by  the  party 
to  have  been  introduced  months 
afrer  the  original  entries  were  in- 
feried ;  and  with  knowledge  that 
a  criminal  charge  had  then  been 
exhibited  againft  the  perfon  in 
whofe  trial  they  were.firft  heard  of. 
I  have  heard  this  attempted  to  be 
defended  where  the  moll:  material 
of  the  alterations  and  additions 
w  ere  ceitainiy.noc  fupponed  by  tad. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  occaficn,  fuiely,  I 
am  called  upon  to  enter  my  proteft 
againil  a  claim  wlwch  lubjedh  the 
log-books  of  the  King's  lliips,  that 
.ought  to  contain,  it  not  always  a 
peifcift,  yet  always  a  genuine  nar- 
rative of  their  tranfadiions,  when 
the  events  are  frefh  and  recent, 
•when  they  cannot  be  millaken, 
and  can  hardly  be  mifreprefented, 
and  whicti  ought  never  to  be  al- 
tered afcer  the  entries  have  been 
made  and  authorized. 

This  is  the  cafe  of  the  firll  alte- 
ration of  the  log-book. —  Another 
alteration  has  fince  appeared  in 
another  log-book  !  that  of  the  pro- 
fecutor  himfelf  !  little  differing 
from  the  former,  except  that  the 
perfon  that  has  aftually  made  it 
does  not  appear  to  juftify  it;  that 
the  witneis  to  it  Ibues  it  to  have 
been  made  foon  after  the  engage- 
ment, and  that  the  deftrudlion  of 
fome  leaves,  and  fubilitution  of 
others,  feems  to  be  rather  made 
for  the  purpol'e  of  exculpating 
another  perfon  than  of  criminating 
me.  But  whatever  the  intention 
was,  the  thing  is  equally  ubjuflifi- 
able  in  all  refpe£ls.  It  tends 
equally  to  deftroy  all  fort  of  ufe  in 
■ihefe  kind  of  records,  and  to  ren- 
der them  highly  fallacious,  and 
poffibly  highly  dangerous.  I  do 
not  dwell  on  all  the  particulars  of 
that  unhappy  bufinefs  !  — It  is 
painful  to  me,  and  the  nature  of 
the  tranfaftion  is  but  too  vifibie. 
There  has  always  been,  and  pro- 
bably will  always  be,  fomething 
fioveniy  in  thefe  books,  and  the 
mailers  have  thought  they  have 
•more  power  over  the;n  than  is  pro- 
•per.  There  is,  however,  a  great 
difference  between  inaccuracy  and 
: malicious  defign.  There  is  a  dif- 
ference between  the  corredtion  or 
fupply  of  indiflerent  matters,  and 


the  cancelling  of  pages,  and  put- 
ting in  others  ; — omitting,  adding 
to,  and  varying  the  moit  imporcanC 
things  for  the  moft  important  pur- 
pofes. 

It  is  alfo  proper  for  me  to  ftate 
two  or  three  fadls  to  the  court,  in 
order  to  place  the  conduft  of  my 
accufer  in  its  proper  point  of  viev/, 

I  admit  that  the  charges  he  has 
exhibited  againlt  me  are  very  hei- 
nous.— They  exprefs  mifcondud 
and  negligence  ;  they  imply  (and 
fp  the  court  has  underftood  them 
to  imply)  cowardice  alfo.  If  I 
ever  committed  them  at  all,  it  was 
in  his  prefence,  and  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  a  numerous  corps  of  ofii- 
cers,  who  being  called  upon  by 
the  court,  have  all  unanimoully 
refufed,  or  I  truit  will  refufe  to  fix 
any  one  charge  upon  me.  I  have 
mentioned  before  the  circumftance 
of  my  accufer's  filence  for  months, 
during  which  he  was  called  upon 
by  the  duty  he  ovved  to  his  country 
to  have  Hated  my  mifcondud,  if 
any  fuch  had  exilled ;  and  his  re- 
fufa!  to  do  fo  is  ftrong  evidence  of 
itfelf,  that  even  in  his  opinion  my 
condudl  was  liable  to  no  reproach. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  even  io  late 
as  the  5th  of  Oftober  laft,  I  re- 
ceived a.  letter  from  him,  dated 
at  fea,  conceived  in  terms  of  great 
good  will  and  refpeft  for  me;  in 
which,  having  occafion  to  men.- 
tion  fome  prizes,  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  fleet,  he  confiders  that 
as  a  fuhjeft  of  little  moment  to 
me,  affigning  this  as  a  reafon,' 
"  for  I  know  you  had  rather  vatt% 
"  the  French  fleet."— That  fleet 
which  he  fays  I  fled  from  ! 

Is  this  confiftent  with  the  tenor 
of  thole  charges?  —  Could  the  man 
who  wrote  the  one,  believe  the 
other  ? — It  is  abfolutely  impoflibls. 
—  I  cannot  produce  this  letter  in 
evidence  ; 
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evidence ;  but  when  I  go  out  of 
the  court,  I  will  fhew  it  to  any 
gentleman  who  is  defirous  10 
fee  it*. 

Another  thing  more,  and  I  have 
done. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  thought  pro- 
per to  addrefs  the  public  by  a 
printed  newfpaper,  dated  the  4th 
of  November,  principally,  as  it 
feems,  for  the  fake  of  afTerting 
that  he  was  not,  and  infinuating 
that  I 'Was,  the  caufe  of  the  French 
^eet  not  being  re-attacked  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  27th  of  July. 

In  that  paper  he  positively  denies 
that  he  received  any  mefTage  by 
Captain  Windfor  faying  a  word 
about  renewing  the  attack,  and  he 
calls  the  contrary  afiertion  a  falfe 
one. — Captain  Windfor  has  been 
called,  and  he  has  proved,  that  at 
five  o'clock  he  received  from  me, 
and  at  about  half  paft  five  he  de- 
livered to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  him- 
felf,  the  mejfage  to  come  with  the 
/hips  of  his  divifion  into  my  wake, 
and  that  I  only  waited  for  him  to 
renew  the  attack. 

This  account  of  Captain  Wind- 
for has  been  attempted  to  be  dif- 
crediced  by  the  profecutor,  who 
has  aflced  Captain  Bazely,  and  I 
believe  one  or  two  more,  whether 
it  was  not  at  a  later  hour  than 
Captain  Windfor  named. — I  fhall 
for  that  reafon  call  witnefl'es  to 
confirm  Captain  Windfor  in  all 
the  circumftances  of  his  teftimony. 

I  owe  it  to  him,  as  an  honour- 
able man,  to  fhew  that  his  evi- 
dence is  corre£lly  true. 

I  will  prove  that  the  meffage 
fent  by  me,  was  precifely  the  mef- 
fage  delivered  by  him  at  the  time 
he  fpeaks  to,  and  that  it  was  ex- 
aftly  repeated  by  him  to  the  vice- 

*  See  this  letter  in  page  293. 
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admiral, — yet,  after  his  own  ears 
had  heard,  at  half  paft  five  in  the 
afternoon  of  a  fummer's  day,  that 
I  waited  only  for  him  and  his  di- 
vifion to  renew  the  attack;  this  gen- 
tleman applies  to  me,  ignorant,  ne- 
gligent, cowardly,  as  he  now  repre- 
fents  me,  to  certify  his  good  beha- 
viour, and  to  fupport  his  charader 
againfi:  the  malice  of  his  enemies. 

He  applies  to  me  to  fign  a  pa- 
per, containing  many  particulars 
diredly  contrary  to  the  evidence 
you  have  heard  upon  oath,  and 
which  I  will  alfo  fhew  to  any 
onef. 

At  prefent  I  have  only  to  do 
with  one  of  thofe  particulars.  That 
paper  (concurring  with  his  at- 
tempts in  this  trial)  contains  this 
affertion,  '*  that  the  calling  his, 
"  and  vice  -  admiral  Sir  Robert 
*'  Harland's  divifions,  into  my 
**  wake,  in  the  evening,  was  not 
"  for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  the 
"  battle  at  that  time,  but  to  be 
"  in  readinefs  for  it  in  the  morn- 
•*  ing."  This  my  accufer  had  the 
confidence  to  tender  to  me  to  figa. 

To  fign  an  affertion  of  a  faft  ab- 
folutely  unfounded  ;  the  contrary 
of  which  I  know  to  be  true,  and 
the  contrary  of  which  Captaia 
Windfor  has  proved,  and  my  ac- 
cufer knew  to  be  true. 

How  that  gentleman  felt  when 
this  came  out  I  know  not  ;  but  if 
I  could  conceive  myfelf  in  the 
fame  fituation,  I  know  that  it 
would  be  difiicult  to  exprefs  what 
I  fhould  feel.  I  cannot  ^'i/h  fo  bea- 
'vy  a  punijhment  to  my  luorji  enemy. 

The  examination  of  evidence  in 
the  admiral's  defence  continued  to 
the  8th  of  Feb.  when  it  was  finally 
clofed ;  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  the 


f  See  this  paper  in  page  393 
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profecutor  having  claimed  a  right 
of  replying  to  the  defence,  the 
fame  was  objefted  to  ;  and  the 
court  having  withdrawn,  upon  the 
queltion,  came  to  a  refolution, 
that  the  fame  was  unprecedented, 
and  could  not  be  complied  with. 

On  the  nth  of  February  the 
Court  met ;  when  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate read  the  opinion  of  the 
court  martial,  as  follows  : 

At  a  Court  Martial  aflembled  on 
board  his  Majefty's  fhip  Britan- 
nia, in  Portfmouth  Harbour, 
the  7th  of  January,  1779,  and 
held  by  Adjournment  at  the 
Houfe  of  the  Governor  of  his 
Majelly's  Garrifon  at  Portf- 
mouth, every  day  afterwards 
(Sundays  excepted)  till  the  nth 
of  February,  1779J  inclufive; 

PRESENT, 
Sir  Thomas  Pye,  admiral  of  the 

white,  Prefident. 
Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  vice-admi- 
ral of  the  red  ;  till  the  clofe  of 
the  fsxth  day,  when  he  became 
unable  any  longer  to  continue 
his  attendance  on  account  of 
licknefs. 
John  Montagu,  Efq;  vice-admiral 

of  the  red. 
Mariot   Arbuthnot,   Efq;    Robert 
Roddam,  Efq;  rear-admirals  of 
the  white. 
Captains  Mark  Milbank, 

Francis  Samuel  Drake, 
Taylor  Penny, 
John  Moutray, 
William  Bennet, 
Adam  Duncan, 
Philip  Boteler, 
James  Cranfton. 

The  Court,  purfuant  to  an  or- 
der of  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  31ft 


of  December,  1778,  and  direfled 
to  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  proceeded  to 
enquire  into  a  charge  exhibited  by 
Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
againft  the  Honourable  Admiral 
Auguftus  Keppel,  for  mifcondudl 
and  negleft  of  duty  on  the  27th 
and  28th  of  July,  1778,  in  fundry 
inftances,  as  mentioned  in  a  paper 
which  accompanied  the  faid  order; 
and  to  try  him  for  the  fame  :  and 
the  Court  having  heard  the  evi- 
dence,  and  the  prifoner's  defence, 
and  maturely  and  ferioufly  confi- 
dered  the  whole,  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  charge  is  malicious  and 
ill  founded  ;  it  having  appeared 
that  the  faid  admiral,  fo  far  from 
having,  by  mifcondudl  and  negleft 
of  duty  on  the  days  therein  allud- 
ed to,  loft  oppo;-tunity  of  render- 
ing eiTential  fervice  to  the  ftate, 
and  thereby  tarnilhed  the  honour 
of  the  Britifh  navy,  behaved  as 
became  a  judicious,  brave,  ana 
experienced  officer  :  The  Court  do 
therefore  unanimoufly  and  honour- 
ably acquit  the  faid  Admiral  Au- 
guftus Keppel  of  the  feveral  ar- 
ticles contained  in  the  charge 
againft  him  ;  and  he  is  hereby 
fully  and  honourably  acquitted 
accordingly. 

George  Jackson, 
Judge  Advocate. 

Thomas  Pye, 
John  Montagu. 
Mariot  Arbuthnot. 
Robert  Roddam. 
Mark  Milbank. 
Francis  Samuel  Drake. 
Taylor  Penny. 
John  Moutray. 
William  Bennet. 
Adam  Duncan. 
Philip  Boteler. 
James  Cranfton. 

The 
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The  Addrefs  of  Sir  Thomas  Pye, 
Pefident,  on  delivering  the  Ad- 
miral his  fvvord. 

Admiral  Keppel,  It  is  no  fmall 
pleafure  to  me  to  receive  the 
commands  of  the  Court  I  have 
the  honour  to  prefide  at,  that,  in 
delivering  you  your  fvvord,  I  am 
to  congratulate  you  on  its  being 
reftored  to  you  with  fo  much  ho- 
nour ;  hoping  ere  long  you.  will 
be  called  forth  by  your  Sovereign 
to  draw  it  once  more  in  the  de- 
fence of  your  country. 

Copies  of  Letters  het~uo€en  the  Hon. 
Admiral  Keppel,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  the  "Judge  Ad-vo- 
cate,  and  Sir  Hugh  pallifer. 

Admiralty -office,   g  Dec.  1 778. 
SIR, 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  fquadron  of  his  Ma- 
jefly's  fleet,  having  in  his  letter  of 
this  day's  date  tranfmitted  to  my 
Lords   Commiffioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty,   a  charge  of  mifcondu6l 
and  negleft  of  duty  againft  you, 
on    the    27th   and    28th  of  July, 
1778,   in  divers  inftances   therein 
mentioned,    and    defired    that    a 
court  martial  may  be  held  for  try- 
ing you  for  the  fame;  and   their 
Lordlhips  intending  that  a  court 
martial  fliall  be  held  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  I  have  it  in  command  from 
them  to  fend  you  herewith  a  copy 
of  the  faid  charge,  that  you  may 
be  preparing  for  your  defence. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant. 

Ph.  Stepheks. 
Hnnble.  Au^uffus  Keppel, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  &c. 


Audley-fquare,  Thnrfday  night, 

Dec.  10,    1778. 
S  I  R, 

The  very  extraordinary  contents 
of  your  letter  of  laft  night  made 
it  impofiible  for  me  on  a  fudden  to 
make  any  other  anfwer,  than  a 
bare  acknowledgment  of  having 
received  it  ;  but  it  has  not  requir- 
ed much  time  to  determine  me,  in 
juftice  to  my  own  reputation,  to 
inform  you,  that  I  am  willing  to 
meet  a  court  martial  whenever  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  fliall  think 
proper  to  order  me. 

At  the  fame  time.  Sir,  I  defire 
you  will  reprefent  to  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  my  utter  aftonilh- 
ment  at  the  countenance  their 
Lordfhips  have  fo  far  given  to  this 
proceeding,  as  to  refolve.  on  the 
fame  day  on  which  fuch  a  charge 
is  exhibited,  to  order  a  court  mar- 
tial againft  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  fleet,  on  an  attack 
from  an  inferior  oflicer,  under  all 
the  very  peculiar  circumftances  in 
which  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  now 
ftands. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 
A.  K. 

Ph.  Stephens,  Efq. 

Letter  from  Ph.  Stephens,  Efq; 
Admiralty -cff.ce,  wth  Dec.  I7j8. 

S  I  R, 
I  received  yefterday  afternoon 
your  letter  of  the  joth  inftant,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  mine 
of  the  9ch,  tranfmitting  a  copy 
of  the  charge  exhibited  againft  you 
by  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer ;  and  this  morning  I  received 
your  letter,  dated  laft  night,  inti- 
mating that  you  are  willing  to 
meet  a  court  martial  whenever  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  (hall  think 
proper 
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will  be  neceffary  for  them  to  fee 
the  whole  of  my  inftru£t:io;is  and 
correfpondence  with  you  ;  and 
that  it  may  be  neceffary  to  pro- 
duce the  whole  or  part  of  them 
before  the  court  martial,  I  defire 
you  will  acquaint  the  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty  there- 
with. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

A.  K, 
P/^.  Stephens,  Efq. 


proper  to  order  one  ;  and  having 
without  lofs  of  time  laid  the  fame 
before  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  I  am  commanded 
by  their  Lordfhips  to  acquaint  you, 
that  they  propole  to  order  a  court 
martial  to  be  afiembled  on  Thurf- 
day  the  yth  of  January  next,  if 
you  think  you  fhall  be  ready  with 
your  evidence  by  that  time  ;  but 
if  not,  their  Lordfhips  will  order 
it  to  be  held  on  a  later  day. 

As  to  the  artonifhment  you  ex- 
prefs  at  the  countenance  you  con- 
ceive their  L'brdfnips  have  given 
to  this  proceeding,  by  refolving, 
on  the  fame  day  on  which  the 
charge  was  exhibited,  to  order  a 
court  martial,  their  Lordfhips 
command  me  to  acquaint  you, 
that  they  know  of  no  inftance  in 
which  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
upon  receiving  a  fpecific  charge  of 
fuch  a  nature,  figned  by  an  officer 
of  rank  ferving  under  the  party 
accufed,  and  accompanied  with 
a  requelt  for  the  alTembling  a  court 
martial  thereupon,  have  delayed 
coming  to  a  refotution  to  order 
one,  nor  would  they  have  thought 
themfelves  jufcified,  if  they  had 
hefitated  to  take  the  neceffary  fteps 
for  bringing  the  matter  to  an  early 
and  legal  decifion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 

humble  fervant. 

Ph.   Stephens. 
Honhle.  Admiral  Keppel,  ton/m. 

Audley -fquare,  l6th  Dec .  1 7 7 8 . 

SIR, 

My   counfel    having   informed 

me,  that  before  they  can  give  the 

heft  advice   in    their  power   upon 

the  charge  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer;,  it 


Mr.  Stephens's  letter  in  anfwcr  to 
mine  of  the  i6th. 

Admiralty  -  office,  l8t/j  Dec.  1 7  7  B , 
S  I  R, 

I  received,  and  lofl  no  time  in 
laying  before  my  Lords  Com- 
miiTioners  of  the  Admiralty,  your 
letter  of  the  i6th  inftant,  refpedt- 
ing  the  communication  of  your 
inflrudlions,  and  correfpondence 
with  me,  to  your  counfel,  and 
perhaps  to  the  court  martial  that 
is  to  be  affembled  for  your  trial, 
I  was  in  hopes  I  fhould  have  been 
enabled  by  this  time  to  have  fent 
you  their  Lordfhips  anfwer  thereto; 
but  as  the  inllrudions  to  which 
you  allude  are  of  a  very  fecret  na- 
ture, and  were  given  in  purfuance 
of  his  Majefty's  commands,  figni- 
fied  by  one  of  his  Principal  Se- 
cretaries of  State,  it  is  neceffary 
that  their  Lordfhips  fhould  receive 
his  Majefly's  farther  commands, 
before  they  can  with  propriety 
give  you  a  full  anfwer  to  your 
letter.  Their  Lordfhips  are  per- 
fuaded  i.-.  the  mean  time  you  will 
not  communicate  thofe  inflrudtions 
to  any  perfon  whatfoever  ;  and 
they  command  me  to  afTure  you, 
that  you  fhall  have  their  farther 
anfwer 
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anfwer  with  as  little  delay  as  pof- 
fible. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant. 

Ph.  vStethens. 
Hon.  Admiral  Keppel,  Londoyi. 

Letter  from   Ph.   Stephens,   Efq; 
in  further  anfwer  to  mine  of  the 

16th. 

j^dmiralty -office,  2^J}  Dec.  i-jid, 

SIR, 
My  Lords  Commlffioners  of  the 
Admiralty  having  acquainted  Lord 
Vifcount Weymouth,  hisMajefty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State,  with 
your  having  been  informed  by 
your  counfel,  that  before  they 
could  give  you  the  beft  advice  in 
their  power  upon  the  charge  of 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  it  would  be 
neceffary  for  them  to  fee  the  whole 
of  your  inftrudtions,  and  corre- 
fpondence  with  this  office ;  and 
that  it  might  be  neceffary  to  pro- 
duce the  whole  or  part  of  them  at 
the  court  martial  5  and  my  Lords 
having  at  the  fame  time  deiired  his 
Lordfhip  to  fignify  his  Majefty's 
commands  with  refped  thereto; 
his  Lordfhip  has  in  return  inform- 
ed them,  that  it  is  his  Majefty's 
pJeafure  they  fhould  fignify  to 
you,  that  you  mufl  be  fenKble  that 
there  are  parts  of  your  inrtruftions 
which  cannot  be  divulged  without 
great  detriment  to  the  llate.  I  am 
commanded  by  their  Lordfhips 
to  fignify  the  fame  to  you  accord- 
ingly, and  to  inform  you,  in  fur- 
ther anfwer  to  your  ietier  of  the 
16th  infV.  that  they  cannot  con- 
fent  that  the  whole  of  your  faid 
iailraftion?,  and  the  correfpon- 
dence  above  mentioned,  fliould 
be  laid'bcfoie  vour  counfel,  or  be 


produced  at   the   court  martial  5 
but   if   you  will    point    out    any 
parts  of    the   faid  inflruftions  or 
correfpondence  which  in  your  opi- 
nion have  any  relation  to  the  ope- 
rations of  the    fleet  on  the   27th 
and  28th  of  July  laft,  you  will  be 
permitted  to  make  ufe  of  them  in 
the   manner   yoU    defire,  if  there 
fliall  appear  to  be  no  objeftions  of 
the  nature  above  mentioned. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  regard. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant. 

Ph.  Stephens* 
Hon.  Augujius  KeppeL 

Audley-fquare,  Dec.  23,    1778. 
S  1  R, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of 
the  2 ill  inftant,  in  which  you  in- 
form  me,    that  the  Lords    Com- 
miffioners  of  the   Admiralty   had 
acquainted  Lord  Weymouth,   one 
of  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,   with  the  contents 
of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  16th* 
That  his  Lordfhip  has  in  return 
informed  them,  "  That  it  is  his 
'  Majefty's  pleafure  they  fhould 

*  fignify  to  me,    that  I  mull  be 

*  fenfible  there  are  parts  of  my 
'  inftruclions  which  cannot  be 
'  divulged    without    great  detri- 

*  ment  to  the  ftate,  and  that  the 

*  Lords  CommifTioners  of  the 
'  Admiralty  had  ordered  you  to 
'  inform  me,    that   they   cannot 

*  confent  that  the  whole  of  my 
'  inilruiflions  and  correfpondence 
'  with  you  fhould  be  laid  before 
'my  counfel,  or  be  produced  at 
'  the  court  martial ;  but  that  if 

*  I  will  point  out  any  parts  of 
'  the  faid  inftrudlions  or  corre- 
•^  fpondence  which  in  my  opinion 

««  haa 
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"  has  any  relation  to  the  opera- 
"  tion  of  the  fle<'t  oa  the  z/tlx 
"  and  28th  of  July  laft,  I  fhall  be 
*'  peimitted  to  make  ufe  of  them 
♦'  in  the  manner  1  defire,  if  there 
"  be  no  ol3Jc(ftion  of  the  nature 
•'  above  mentioned. " 

I  am  alfo  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  iSth,  in 
which  you  informed  me,  "  That 
"  it  was  neceJTary  their  Lordfhips 
"  fhoiild  receive  his  Majeliy's 
"  faithcjr  connmands,  before  they 
'*  could  with  propriety  give  mc 
"  a  full  anfwer  to  my  letter  ;  and 
"  that  their  Lordfhips  were  per- 
"  fuaded  that  in  the  mean  time 
"  I  would  not  communicate  thofe 
"  inftrudlions  to  any  perfon  what- 
"  foever."  In  anfwer  to  which, 
I  mull:  delire  you  will  acquaint 
their  Lordfliips,  that  I  neither 
have  made,  nor  will  make,  any 
ucnecefTary  communications  of  my 
inltruftions  ;  nor  are  even  my 
dounfel  yet  apprized  of  any  part 
of  them.  But  in  anfwer  to  your 
letter  of  the  21ft,  I  muil  beg  of 
you  to  inform  their  Lordfhips, 
that  they  have  totally  mifunder- 
flood  my  letter  of  the  i6th,  if 
they  imagined  that,  when  put  up- 
on my  trial  for  the  defe.nce  of  my 
Jife  and  honour,  I  could  think  of 
aficing  any  permlfiion  to  produce 
before  the  court  which  is  to  try 
me,  any  circumftance  which,  in 
my  own  opinion  or  that  of  my 
counfel,  may  in  any  degree  be 
ufeful  for  my  defence.  No,  Sir  ; 
my  letter  of  the  i6th  was  not  to 
afK  leave  to  do  what  by  every  rule 
of  jullice  is  my  right.  In  refpe£l 
to  the  lalt  paragraph  of  your  letter 
of  the  24th,  "  That  if  I  will 
"  point  out  any  parts  of  fuch  in- 
"  llruflions  or  correfpondence 
*'  which   in   my  opinion  kas  any 

Vol.  XXJL 


"  relation  to  the  operations  of  the 
"  fleet  on  the  27th  and  28th  of 
"  July  laft,  I  fhail  be  permitted 
"  to  make  ufe  of  them  in  the 
"  manner  I  defire,  if  there  fliall 
"  appear  no  objections  of  the  na- 
"  tare  above  mentioned  ;"  I  can 
only  fay,  that  I  conceive  that  my 
inftrudions,  and  every  part  of 
ihem,  rnuft  necefuirily  have  rela- 
tion to  the  operation  of  the  fleet 
on  the  27ch  and  28ch  of  July  lali, 
and  on  every  dav  it  vvms  aclinj^ 
under  my  command,  and  that  j 
was  afling  under  thofe  inftruc- 
tions.  As  to  my  pointing  out  the 
particular  parts  which  I  conceivs 
may  be  molt  ufeful  to  me,  and 
opening  my  defence  to  that  Ecard 
of  whofe  conduct  towards  me  in 
this  bufinefs  I  have  reafon  to  com- 
plain, wliere  the  accusations  a- 
gainft  me  originated,  and  where 
my  accufer  has  a  feat,  it  cannot 
on  refleftion  be  expefted  ;  ncr  can 
I  believe  their  Lordfhips  intend, 
that  when  they  put  me  on  my  trial 
they  are  to  limit  me  by  their  dif- 
cretion  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  means 
as  I  may  think  expedient  for  my 
defence,  and  that  they  propofe  to 
diftrefs  me  by  fuch  an  alternative, 
as  that  I  rauft  neceffarily  (accord- 
ing to  their  ilatement)  cither 
bnng  detriment  on  tfie  flate,  or 
prejudice  to  my  own  juftificatlcn. 
I  am.  Sir, 

V  our  very  hun:bie  fervant, 
A.  JC, 
Ph.  Stephens,  E/q. 

/liuiley-fpiare,  Dec,  26^  J 77 8. 
SIR, 
I  received  yefterday  your  letter 
of  the  24th,  in  anfwer  to  mine  to 
you  of  the  fame  day,  informing 
me,  that  in  addition  to  what  is 
mentioned  in  vo'ci  letter  of  the 
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I, 2th  inftant  concerning  the  atten- 
dance of  Captain  Windfor,  and 
the  firft  lieutenant  of  his  Majefly's 
late  Ihip  Fox,  at  the  court  martial 
to  be  held  for  my  trial  on  the  7th 
of  next  month,  that  their  Lord- 
ihips,  on  the  fame  day,  defired 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  to  take  fuch  meafnres  as 
ihould  appear  to  him  to  be  proper 
for  procuring  their  appearance  at 
the  time  afore-mentioned  ;  and 
further  to  inform  me  it  is  not  their 
Lordfliips  intention  that  the  court 
Ihould  iit  until  the  effefts  of  the 
afcre- mentioned  application  is 
known. 

This  information  leads  me  to 
apprehend  a  poiability  of  the  en- 
quiry being  put  off;  and  any  de- 
lay, I  much  fear,  will  be  produc- 
tive of  ferious  detriment  to  my 
country,  in  the  detaining  lb  many 
other  officers  from,  the  public  fcr- 
vice. — From  this  confideration  I 
remain  of  opinion,  that  the  evi- 
dence of  Captain  Windfor  and  of 
his  lieutenant  may  be  material  at 
the  trial  :  I  mufi  repeat  what  I 
wrote  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
nth  inftant,  that  from  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  return  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen to  England,  it  is  my  wifh 
not  to  have  the  court  martial  put 
off  on  that  accounts 
1  am.  Sir, 
"    'Your  humble  fervant, 

A.  K. 

Ph.  Stcphctis,    Efq, 

.I'h.  St li? hens,  Efq;  in  anfwer  to 
mine  of  the  23'd. 

Admirnlty-cfficgf  2Jth  Dec.  1 778. 

S  I  R, 
Having  laid  lefore   my  Lords 
Ccmmiflioners   of  the  ^-dmiralty 


your  letter  of  the  23d  inftant  * 
their  Lordihips,  in  anfwer  to  that 
part  of  it  which  relates  to  the 
accufation  againft  you,  command 
me  to  inform  you,  that  the  accuf- 
ation did  not  originate  from  their 
Board,  but  from  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer,  whofe  attendance  there  has 
been  difpenfed  v.iith  ever  fince. 

Their  Lordfhips  having,  already 
communicated  to  you  his  Majef- 
ty's  pleafure  with  regard  to  your 
fecret  inftruftions,  cannot  think  itr 
neceffary  to  fay  any  thing  further 
to  you  upon  that  fubjecfl:. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant. 

Ph..  SxEPHETiS* 

Honhle.  Auguftus  Keppel, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  l^e, 

JJ/niralty- office,  27  Dec.  I'JjZ, 
S  I  R, 
Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
having,  in  his  letter  of  yefcerday's- 
date,  acquainted  my  Lords  Gom- 
miiTioncrs  of  tlie  Admiralty,  thatv 
as  the  witneffcs  will  be  affembled 
at  your  trial,  he  fhall  be  ready, 
?s  foon  as  that  trial  is  over,  to 
vindicate  his  own  conduft  and 
behaviour  on  the  27th  of  July, 
1778  ;  and  he  having  therefore 
defired  that  their  Lordfhips  wilt, 
be  pleafed  to  require  you  to  giv© 
in  yoiir  charge  as  foon  as  may  be,^ 
if  you  have  any  to  raake  againft 
him  ;  1  am  commanded  by  their 
Lordihips  to  fend  you  herewith  a 
copy  of  the  faid  letter,  and  to 
fignify  their  diredion,  that  if  you 
have  any  thing  to  charge  againft 
the  condnft  of  Vice-admiral  Sir 
Hugh  Paliiftr,    you  do  trail fmiff 
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tlie  fame  to  their  Lordfhips  as  Toon 
as  may  be. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  moil  obedient j 
humble  fcrvant. 

Ph.  Stephens. 
Hor.lle.  Admiral  Keppel. 

Admiralty,  z6  Dec.  1778. 
SIR, 
As  the  witneiTes  will  be  affem- 
bled  at  the  trial  of  the  Honour- 
able Admiral  Keppel,  I  beg  leave 
to  acquaint  the  Lords  Com  mi  f- 
iioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  I 
ftiall  be  ready,  fo  foon  as  tlrat 
trial  is  over,  to  vindicate  my  own 
conduft  and  behaviour  on  the 
27th  of  July,  1778:  I  therefore 
6.t{ire  their  Lordfhips  will  be 
pleafed  to  require  Admiral  Keppel 
to  give  in  his  charge  as  foon  as 
,  may  be,  if  he  has  any  to  make 
againft  me. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  mofi  cbedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Hugh  Palliser. 
Ph.  Stephens,  Efq. 

Audlej -fquare ,  Sunday  afternoon, 
27  Dec.  1778. 
8  I  R, 
I  hai'e  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  this  day's 
date,  inclofmg  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Sir  Hugh  Palliier,  acquaint- 
ing the  Lords  CommiiTioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  as  the  vvit- 
neffes  will  be  aiTembled  at  my 
trial,  he  fliall  be  ready,  as  foon 
as  that  trial  is  over,  to  vindicate 
his  own  condnft  afid  behaviour  on 
the  27th  of  July,  and  defiring  tiiat 
their  Lordfhips  would  be  pieafed 
JO    require   me    to    give    in    my 


charge  as  foon  as  may  be,  if  I 
have  any  to  make  againft  him  ; 
in  confequence  of  which,  their 
I-ordfhip"!  are  pleafed  to  direft, 
that  if  I  have  any  thing  to  charge 
againfl  the  conduft  of  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifcr,  I  do  tranfmit  the  fame  to 
their  Lordftips. 

I  def;re  you  will  exprefs  to  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty my  great  furprize  at  the 
contents  of  thefe  letters.  I  learn, 
by  another  letter  you  have  favour- 
ed me  with  of  the  fame  date,  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  attendance  at 
the  Board  has  been  difpenfed  with 
ever  fince  he  exhibited  his  charge 
againrt  me.  Lie  appears  to  me^ 
however,  to  think  that  he  has  loit 
no  part  of  his  weight  and  influ- 
ence at  the  Board,  when  he  pre- 
fumes  to  defire  their  Lordflnps  to 
require  me,  in  my  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  to  employ  a  thought  about 
him,  in  any  other  charadler  than 
as  the  author  of  that  charge  ;  and, 
for  the  prefent  at  lead:,  I  muft  be 
excufed  in  declining  to  give  an}- 
other  anfvv'er  to  your  letter. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

A.  K, 
Ph.  Stephens,  Efq. 

Au.dlcy  fquare,  id  ydn.  1779. 
SIR, 

The  Provoft  Marfiial,  who  was 
direfted  by  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  taker 
me  into  his  cuftody,  informed  me, 
that,  as  their  Lordiliips  do  no: 
mean  to  give  me  unneceHary  trou- 
ble, he  was  permitted  to  take  my 
word  of  honour  for  my  appearance 
at  Portfmpuch  on  the  7th  of  this 
month ;  I  have  given  him  my 
word  of  honour  accordingly,  and 

[•7]   2  '  zm. 
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am  this  day  fetting  out  upon  my 
journey  thither,  of  which  I  defire 
you  will  inform  their  Lordfliips. — 

And  lilcewife  that  you  will  ac- 
quaint thein,  I  beg  to  be  inform- 
ed whetlier  the  flag  officers  of  the 
fleet  who  were  commandipg  at  the 
Nore,  in  the  Downs,  and  at  Ply- 
mouth, at  the  time  their  Lord- 
fhips  received  the  charge  againfl 
me,  have  all  of  them  been  chofen 
by  their  Lordfhips  to  be  at  Poi  tf- 
mouth,  in  a  ftt-uacion  to  fit  at  my 
trial. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fcrvnnt, 

A.  Keppel. 
Ph.  Stephens,  E/q. 

Poff/mouih,  ^th  "jfan.   1 779. 

S  I  R, 

I  made  an  early  application  to 
the  Lords  Commiilioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  after  being  acquainted 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Stephens,  that 
their  Lordfhips  intended  that  a 
court  martial  fliould  be  held  for 
trying  me  on  a  charge  of  mifcon- 
du<tl  and  negleft  of  duty  on  the 
27th  and  2Sch  of  July  laft,  exhi- 
bited againlt  me  by  Vice-admiral 
Sir  Hugh  Pailifer,  that  the  cap- 
tains of  the  King's  Ihips  ferving  in 
the  fleet  under  my  commaTld  on 
the  27th  of  July,  might  be  fum- 
tnoned,  and  likewife  ocher  officers : 
and  fince  having  notice  given  me, 
that  the  court  martial  is  ordered 
to  be  aflembled  for  my  trial  on 
Thurfday  the  feventh  inllant,  and 
that  you  are  to  aifl  in  your  office 
as  Judge  Advocate  at  the  faid 
trial  ;  I  therefore  think  it  proper 
to  acquaint  you,  that  I  defire  the 
witnefles  whofe  names  are  inierted 
in  the  lift  that  accompanies  this, 
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may   be  fummoned    to   attend   to 
give    their    evidence    before    the 
court.      Others  that  occur  to  me, 
that  I  may  have  occaflon   to  call 
for,   I  will  tranfmit   to  you  their 
names   in   time,   as   I    may  judge 
their  evidence   material  or  necel- 
fary. — You  will  obferve  in  the  lift 
of  witnefles  the  names  of  the  Ho- 
nourable   Captain   Windfnr    and 
Lieutenant  Bertie,  late  of  his  M.a» 
jelly's  fliip  the  Fox. — Mr.  Secre- 
tary Stephens  has  acquainted  me, 
in  confequence  of  my  application 
to  the  Lords  Gommillioners  of  the 
AdmiraUy,   that  they  have  dcfired 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  cf  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
to    take  fuch   meafures  as  fhould 
oppear   to  him   to   be  proper  for 
procuring  their  appearance  at  my 
trial.  —  Though    the    evidence    of 
thofe  gentlemen  may  be  material, 
I  have   infor.med    their  Lordlliips, 
through  Mr.  Stephens,  that  fhould 
they  not   arrive  by  the  day  fixed 
for  the  afTembling  the  court  mar- 
tial, I  do  not  deflre  it  may  be  put 
off  on  that  account  ;    however,  I 
fhall   be  glad  to  know  from  you. 
Sir,    the    refult    of    the    meafures 
taken  for  their  return  to  England, 
and  if  they  are  likely  to  be  here 
by  t!ie   7th  inllant. — I  beg  like- 
wife  to  be  informed  if  there  is  any 
obje£tion  to  the  captains  fitting  as 
members   of  the  court  martial  to 
be   held    for   my   trial,  who   have 
been  fummoned  as  witnefTes  either 
by  me  or  Sir  Hugh  Pailifer. 

1  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  hi;mble  fervant, 

A.  KeppiiL. 
George  yackfoiy  Ej'q, 
Judge  Ad"jocate, 
,>* 

Pi; 
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Extraft  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  Admiral  K^ppel,  dated 
Pallmall,  3d  Nov.  1778. 


Ph.  Stephf.ns,  Efq;  in  anfwer  to 
mine  of  the  2d. 

Admiralty-ofice,  \th  Jan.  1 779. 

SIR, 
I  have  communicated  to  my 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty your  letter  of  the  2d  inftant, 
acquainting  them,  that  you  have 
given  vour  word  of  honour  to  the 
Provofl  Marlhal  to  be  at  Portf- 
mouth  on  the  7th  inftant,  at  the 
court  martial  to  be  held  for  your 
trial  ;  you  was  about  to  fet  out  for 
that  place,  and  defirinc;  to  be  in- 
formed, whether  the  flag  officers 
who  were  commanding  at  the 
Nore,  in  the  Downs,  and  at  Ply- 
mouth, at  the  fame  time  their  lord- 
fhips  received  the  charge  againft 
you,  have  all  of  them  been  chofen 
by  their  lordfhips  to  be  at  Portf- 
m'outh  in  a  fituation  to  iit  at  your 
trial ;  and  I  am  in  return  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  their  lordfhips 
have  ordered  the  flag  officers  who 
were  commanding  at  the  above 
mentioned  places,  at  the  time  they 
received  the  charge  againfl  you, 
to  repair  immediately  to  Portf- 
mouth,  and  hoitt  their  flags.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 

humble  fervant. 
Ph.  Stephens. 
Uon.  Admiral  Kepp el,  P or tf mouth, 

Extraft  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  Admiral  Keppel, 
dated  Formidable,  at  fea,  9th 
ofOtflober,  1778. 

*'  Thefe  prizes  coming  in  our 
"  way  are  not  unacceptable,  but 
"  I  know  you  would  rather  meet 
"  the  French  fleet. 

'*  I  am,  with  the  greateft:  re- 
'*  gard  and  refpefl,  dear 
*'  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
"  humble  fervant, 

'♦  Hyca  Palhser." 


"  I  think  myfelf  much  intltled 
"  to  have  my  conduft  on  the  day 
"  we  engaged  the  French  fleet 
"  juftified  by  you.  Sir,  as  com- 
"  mander  in  chief,  from  thofe 
"  foul  afperfions,  that  I  confefs  I 
"  have  been  expefting  your  ofi"er 
"to  do  it  ;  I  have  waited  for 
"  your  coming  to  town  to  afk 
"  it  ;  being  now  informed  of 
"  your  arrival,  I  lofe  no  time 
"  in  defiring  you  will  contradi«5l 
"  thofe  fcandalous  reports  that 
"  have  been  propagated  as  afore- 
*'  mentioned,  by  publiflilngin  your 
"  own  name  the  inclofed  paper, 
"  which  I  have  the  honour  to  in- 
**  clofe  herewith,  or  fomething  to 
*'  that  cffeft  that  may  be  more 
"  agreeable  to  you,  and  as  may 
"  be  agreed  on,  if  you  will  per- 
**  mit  me  the  honour  to  wait  on 
"  you  to-morrow  morning. 

"  1  muft  beg  the  favour  of  your 
**  fpeedy  anfwer,  that  my  honour 
"  and  reputation  may  not  be  far- 
"   ther  wounded  by  delays. 
"  I  am  very  refpedfully, 
"  Sir, 
*'  Your  very  obedient, 
"  humble  fervant, 
"  Hugh  Palliser." 

To  the  Honourable 

Admiral  Keppel,  l^c, 

"  Flaving  feen  a  paragraph  In 
"  the  Morning  Intelligencer  of 
"  the  5th  of  laft  month,  highly 
"  refleding  on  the  condudl  of 
*'  vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
"  on  the  27th  of  July  laft,  when 
'*  the  fleet  under  my  command 
"  engaged  the  French  fleet ;  and 
"  the  vice-admiral  having  inform- 
"  ed  me,   that  reports  to  the  fam« 

[r]  3  •«  |)urpofc 
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purpofe  have  been   propagated  ^  its  trade,  and  maintaining  the  fio- 
by  fonie  of  the  ofEcers  of  the     nour  of  the  Britilh  flag,  expreffed 


Viftdry  ;  I  think  it  neceffary, 
in  juftice  to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
to  publiih  to  the  world,  that 
his  conduft  on  that  day  was  in 
every  refpedl  proper,  and  be- 
coming a  good  officer ;  and  I 
further  declare,  that  when  I 
made  the  fignal  in  the  evening 
for  the  fhips  to  windward  to 
bear  down  into  my  wake,  and 
afterwards  for  particular  fhips 
of  Sir  Hugh's -divifion  to  do  fo  ; 
he  repeated  thofe  fignals  pro- 
perly, and  that  the  calling  his 
and  vice  -  adnniral  Sir  Robert 
Harland's  divifion  into  my  wake 
in  the  evening,  was  not  for  the 
purpofe  of  renev/ing  the  battle 
at  that  time,  but  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs  for  it  in  the  morning  ;  that, 
in  obedience  to  the  faid  llgnals, 
fuch  of  the  fhips  of  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer's  divifion  as  were  in 
condition  for  it,  did  immediate- 
ly bear  down,  as  did  the  reft  fo 
fcon  as  they  were  able  ;  fo  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  and  hib  whole 
diviiion  were  all  in  ray  wake 
accordingly  the  next  morning 
before  day-light,  ready  for  en- 
gaging." 


lucres  ofThmiks  of  the  inxjo  Hoii/es  of 
ParhaKcut,  and  of  the  City  of 
London,  to  the  Hon,  Adinirul 
Aiiguftus  Keppel, 

(COPY) 
S  I  R, 

have  the  fatisfaftion  to  have 
received  the  commands  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  nemine  DiJJcntienie, 
to  tranfmit  to  you  the  thanks  of 
their  lordfhips  for  your  conduft  in 
defouding  this  kingdom,  prptedirig 


in  the  fullefl;  and  higheft  fenfe  of 
applaufe. 

No  private  voice  can   add  to  fo 
fplcndid   an  encomium:  —  permit 
me,  however,  to  congratulate  you 
on  this  diftingiiifliing  mark  of  ap- 
probation, which  a  grateful  coun- 
try confers  on  your  zeal  and  merit 
in  the  ferviceof  the  public. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Thurlow, 
Ormond-Jlreet ,    iSFeb. 

1779. 
To  the  Hon.  Ad:.'.  Keppel. 

Die  Mar  lis,    i6  Fehruarii,  lyyQ. 

Ordered,  nemine  DiJJentiente,  by 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal 
in  Parliament  aiTembled,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to 
the  Hon.  Admiral  Aguftus  Keppel, 
for  his  diftinguilhed  courage,  con- 
duft  and  ability  in  defending  this 
kingdom  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
fummer,  effettually  protefting  its, 
trade,  as  far  as  his  command  ex- 
tended, and  more  particularly  for 
his  having  glovioufly  upheld  the 
honour  of  the  Britifn  flag  on  the 
Z7th  and  7.8th  of  July  iaft;  and 
that  the  Lord  Chancellor  do  caufe 
the  fame  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
faid  admiral, 

ASHI  EV  Coy/PER, 
Cler.  Parliamentor. 

My  Lord, 
The  very  diftinguifhed  notice 
which  the  Koufe  of  Lords  has  beea 
plealed  to  take  of  my  fervices  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  fummer^ 
confers  on  me  the  highell  honour  ; 

tiie 
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tTie  advantages  which  their  lord- 
ihips  have  thought  worthy  of  their 
thanks,  are  due  to  God's  blefiing, 
to  the  gallant  behaviour  of  many 
great  and  able  officers  who  have 
ierved  in  the  fleet,  and  to  the  bra- 
very of  the  feamen.  I  can  only 
fay,  that  the  warmeft  gratitude  for 
this  great  honour  and  favour  will 
itiake  me  ever  defirous  of  meriting 
it  by  the  moll  llrenuous  endeavours 
to  ferve  my  country. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  your  lord- 
fhip  my  bell  thanks  for  the  flatter- 
ing and  polite  manner  in  which  you 
have  been  pleafed  to  communicate 
to  mc  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  much  refpedl. 
Your  lord fhip's  moft  obedient, 
and  very  humble  fervant, 
-A.  Keppel. 
Audley-Square , 
Feb.  17,  1779. 
^0  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Thurlo-vo^ 
Lord  Chancellor. 

(COPY) 
yovis  l'&°  Die  Fehruarii,  1779. 
Admiral  Keppel  being  come  to 
the  Houfe  ;  Mr.  Speaker  acquaint- 
ed him,  that  the  Houfe  had,  on 
the  52th  inllant,  ordered  that  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to 
him,  for  his  diftinguifned  courage, 
conduft,  and  ability,  in  defending 
this  kingdom  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  fummer,  eJFe£lually  protedling 
its  trade,  and  more  particularly 
for  his  having  glorioufly  upheld  the 
honour  of  the  Britilli  flag  on  the 
27th  and  28th  of  July  laft  ;  and 
Mr.  Speaker  gave  him  the  thanks 
•of  the  Houfe  accordingly,  as  lol- 
loweth,  'viz,. 

Admiral  Keppel, 
This  Houfe  have  done  you  <he 
dillinguilhed.  honour   of  ordering 


their  thanks  to  be  given  to  you  ; 
an  honour  never  conferred  but 
upon  extraordinary  merit;  which 
thanks  it  is  my  duty  to  communi- 
cate to  you  in  your  place. 

After  having  fat  fo  long  in  this 
chair,  I  hope  it  is  unnecefl'ary  ta 
declare  that  I  have  been  always 
happy  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
Houfe ;  and  I  have  now  a  parti- 
cular fatisfaftion  in  that  obedience. 
■ — Indeed,  every  generous  mind 
muft  feel  fatisfa£iion,  when  the 
day  of  honourable  acquittal  fuc- 
ceeds  to  the  day  of  kve'ce  trial : 
and  this  pleafure  was,  I  believe, 
never  more  general,  nor  more  fin- 
cere,  than  upon  the  prefent  occa- 
fion. 

You,  Sir,  was  called  by  your 
Sovereign,  with  the  approbation 
of  all  defcriptions  of  men,  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  your  own  profeffion, 
to  a  ftation  of  the  utmoft  difficulty, 
and  of  the  highell  importance. 
The  fafcty  of  this  country,  and 
the  honour  of  the  Britiih  flag,  were 
trailed  in  your  hands,  when  the 
enemy  was  expefted  upon  our 
Goall  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the 
moft  able  difcharge  of  this  great 
and  momentous  truft,  you  was  ac- 
cufed  of  mifcondu£t  and  negledof 
duty.  But,  after  a  very  long  and 
full  inveltigation,  by  men  in  every 
refpcft  the  heft  qualified  to  judge, 
that  charge  appeared  to  be  ill- 
grounded  and  malicious;  and  your 
judges  have  unanimoufly  and  ho- 
nourably acquitted  you,  and  have 
further  added,  that  your  conduft 
on  the  27th  and  2Sth  days  of  July 
laft,  was  thatof  a  judicious,  brave, 
and  experienced  officer.  Surely 
then  it  cannot  be  matterof  furprir.e 
that -extraordinary  nvai-ks  of  refpecl 
and  ef:cem  are  ftewn  to  fuch  a 
charafter.  We  now  know  with 
certainty    that   our    confidence  in 

[-r]  +  you 
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you  was  not  mifplaced  ;  and  we 
entertain  a  well-grounded  hope 
that  there  ftiil  remain  amongft  the 
naval  r'iticers  talents  and  abilities 
fully  eoual  tc  this  dangerous  crifis. 
Amidft  this  general  joy,  I  can- 
not help  repeating  the  lingular 
pleafure  which  I  feel  in  giving  you 
the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  which  I 
now  do,  f(fr  your  diftinguifhed 
courage,  conduft,  and  ability,  in 
defeiiding  this  kingdom  in  the 
courfe  of  the  lail  lummer,  effec- 
tilaliy  proteftingit*  trade,  and  more 
pait'cularly  for  your  hiving  glo- 
riouily  upheld  the  honour  of  the 
Britilh  flag  on  the  27th  and  28th 
pfjulylaft". 


Ujpcn   which   Admiral    Keppel 
faid, 

Mr.  Speaker, 
Itisimpolfible,  by  anyexprefiions 
I  can  uff,  to  do  ^'-lilice  to  my  feel- 
ings of  gratitude  to  the  Houfe,  for 
the  honour  they  have  done  me  by 
their  approbation  of  my  conduu. 

The  good  opinion  of  my  fellow 
citizens  expreffed  by  the  repie- 
fentatives  (/f  the  nation,  fannot 
but  be  received  by  me  as  a  molt 
acceptable  addition  to  the  fatis- 
faftion  I  feh  in  the  recent  fentence, 
%o  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
allude,  of  a  court  martial ;  the  re- 
fult  of  a  full  and  deliberate  inqui- 
ry, exprefiive  of  their  fentiments 
of  the  lubjeft  referred  to  their  ex- 
amination, in  terms  equally  ho- 
nourable to  themfelves  and  tome. 

The  pleafure  |  feel  at  this  mo- 
ment is  not  a  little  heightened  by 
the  unavoidable  recolledtion  of  the 
very  different  emotions  I  felt  when 
i  was  lail  in  this  Houfe,  and  in 
(his  place, 

I  (hould  be  guilty  of  great  in- 
juliice,  if,  on  an  occafion  like  the 


prefent,  I  neglefted  to  inform  thi4 
Houfe,  that  my  efforts  for  the  pub-.^ 
lie  fervice,  in  the  inftances  in '"' 
which  the  Houfe  has  been  pleafed 
to  diftinguifh  them,  were  moll 
zealoully  I'econded  by  many  as  gal- 
lant and  able  officers  as  the  navy 
of  England  ever  produced  ;  to 
whofe  attention  and  fpirit,  next  to 
the  divine  providence,  the  fuccefs 
of  thefe  efforts  ought  to  be  in  n 
great  meafure  afcribed. 

I  cannot  fit  down  without  return- 
ing to  you.  Sir,  perfonally,  my 
particular  thanks,  for  the  very 
obliging  terms  in  which  you  have 
executed  the  co;nmand3  of  the 
Houfe. 

On  Saturday  ihe  20th  of  Feb, 
the  committee  appointed  to  prefent 
Admiral  Keppel  with  the  freedom 
of  the  city,  having  waited  on  him 
at  his  houfe  ;  Mr.  Cro(by,  the  fe- 
nior  alderman,  addreffed  him  iti 
the  following  manner: 

-"   Admiral  Keppel, 

"  The  citizens  of  London,  a- 
midft  the  acclamations  of  a  grate-r 
ful  people,  beg  leave  to  exprefs 
their  joy  on  your  honourable  ac- 
quittal from  a  very  heavy  and  fe- 
vere  charge  of  ntglecl  and  mifcon- 
dud  oa  the  zjih  and  zSch  of  July 
laft  ;  a  charge  which  appeared  on 
your  trial  to  be  ill-founded  an4 
malicious. 

"  The  committee.  Sir,  whp  now 
have  the  honour  to  wait  on  ypu  by 
order  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen^,  ' 
and  commons  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, in  common  council  alFem- 
bled^  are  happy  in  this  oppor- 
tunity to  tellify  their  approba- 
tion of  your  conduct  in  the  many, 
fignal  fervices  dene  to  your  coun- 
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^'  I  think,    Sir,   I    cannot    ex-  very    high    refpeft  and    g;ratitude 

prefs  their  fentiments  better,  than  which  the  members   of  this  court 

by  reading  to  you  the  unanimous  entertain  of  his  long  and  faithful 

refolutions  of  the  court  of  common  fervices  to  his  country. 

council."  R  I  X. 


Plumbe,   Mayor. 

Rejol'veci  unnnimcuJJy ,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  court  be  given  to 
the  Honourable  Auguftiis  Keppel, 
admiral  of  the  blue,  for  his  loag 
and  faithful  fervices  to  this  coun- 
try ;  for  his  ready  acceptance,  at 
the  call  of  his  Sovereign,  of  the 
important  charge  of  commander  of 
the  Britiili  fleet  in  time  of  immi- 
nent danger  ;  for  the  anxious  at- 
tention that  appears  in  every  in- 
Itance  of  his  conduifV,  to  the  fafety 
of  this  country;  for  his  judicious, 
able,  and  fpirited  behaviour  on 
the  37th  of  July  lall,  in  his  attack 
on  the  French  fleet ;  for  his  glo- 
rious and  gallant  efforts  to  renew 
the  engagement  in  the  afternoon 
of  th:''t  day  ;  efforts  rendered  un- 
fuccefsful  through  the  want  of  obe- 
dience to  his  orders  by  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue;  for  the  great 
protcftion  given  by  him  to  our 
trade,  to  which  entirely  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  fafe  arrival  of  the 
Eall  and  Weil  India  fleets ;  for  his 
animating  conduct  and  example, 
happily  followed  by  fuch  fignal  ex- 
ertion of  fpirit  and  intrepidity  in 
the  officers  and  feamen  of  the 
Britilh  ft?et,  as  conveyed  terror  to 
our  enemies,  and  obliged  them  to 
feek  flielter  in  their  own  ports  by 
an  ignominious  flight, 

Jlefolpeei  unfininioufiy.  That  the 
freedom  of  this  city  be  prefented 
in  a  box,  made  of  heart  of  oak, 
with  a  proper  device,  ornamented 
and  embelliflied  with  gold,  to  the 
Hon.  Auguftu.s  Keppe),  admiral  of 
the   blue^   as    a    teltimony  of  the 


Admiral  Keppel's  anfwer. 
"  I  receive,  with  the  greateft 
fenfe  of  gratitude,  the  approbation 
which  the  city  of  London  has  been 
pleafed  to  flievv  of  my  endeavours 
to  ferve  ray  King  and  country. 
The  conflitutionai  zeal  which  this 
great  city  has  ever  tellified  for  the 
liberties  of  this  kingdom,  and  for 
the  fucceilioninhi*  Majefty'sR.oyal 
Houfe,  renders  every  mark  of  their 
regard  a  very  high  honour.  I  am 
happy,  that  the  care  of  many  excel- 
lent  otiicers  and  brave  feamen,  un- 
der my  command  laft  fummer,  has 
contributed  to  the  prefervation  o? 
their  trade,  which  makes  fo  large 
a  part  of  the  national  intereih" 


ExtraSt  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant- 
Gcnernl  Burgoyne  to  his  Confti- 
tuents,  upon  his  late  Rejlgnaiion  ; 
ivith  the  CorrefponJence  heixveen 
him  and  the  Secretaries  of  War,  re- 
lative to  his  return  to  America. 

,N  the  gth  of  October,   1779, 

Lieut.    Gen.    Burgoyne  re- 

figned  the  command  of  the  Queen's 
regitnent  of  light  dragoons,  the 
government  of  fort  William,  and 
his  appointment  on  the  American 
llaff.  As  this  refjgnation  appears 
to  have. been  ocsafioned  by  cir- 
cumftances  of  a  v&xy  extraordinarv 
and  fingular  nature,  we  have 
thought  it  proper,  in  a  work  of 
this  kind,  to  lay  before  the  public 
the  correfpondence  at  large  which 
pafied  between  him  and  the  Sec- 
retaries  of  War,    together  with 
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fuch  parts  of  his  letter  to  his  con- 
flituents,  as  tend  to  explain  more 
fully  the  motives  of  his  conduct 
on  that  occafion. — After  briefly 
ftating  his  political  fitaation  pre- 
vious to  his  being  firil:  fent  to 
America,  and  the  ileps  by  which 
the  command  of  the  troops  delli- 
red  to  make  a  jundion  with  Sir 
William  Howe  naturally  devolved 
to  him,  the  General  proceeds  in 
the  following  manner  : 

*'  With  thofe  claims.  Gentle- 
men, to  the  countenance  and  good- 
will at  leall  of  government,  I  pro- 
ceed to  relate  the  treatment  I  re- 
ceived. 

I  had  exprefTed,  in  my  pri- 
vate letter  from  Albany  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  my  "  confi- 
"  dence  in  the  jullice  of  the  King 
*'  and  his  councils  to  fupport  the 
*'  general  they  had  thought  pro- 
*'  per  to  appoint  to  as  arduous  an 
"  undertaking  and  under  as  pof- 
**  fitive  a  direilion  as  a  cabinet 
•*  ever  framed."  I  had  in  the 
fame  letter  given  an  opinion  of 
the  enemy's  troops,  upon  near  in- 
fpedion  of  their  numbers,  ap- 
pointment and  difcipline. 

Furnifhed  with  thefe  materials, 
and  fupported  by  the  fidelity  with 
which  I  had  aded,  it  was  not 
thought  expedient  I  fhould  have 
accefs  to  the  King.  What  other 
i'afts  might  have  been  cleared  up 
by  my  interview,  and  were  wifhed 
not  to  be  cleared  up,  the  Secretary 
of  State*  only  can  inform  the 
world.  Direft  means  of  efFeftlng 
my  exclulion  from  the  King's  pre- 
fence  were   not   pradicable ;    for 


the  cafe  was  unprecedented.  ThQ 
pretext  adopted  was  as  follows : 

It  v/as  fuggefted  that  an  en-t 
quiry  fliould  be  made  by  a  board 
of  genenal  officers  into  the  caufes 
of  the  mifcarriage  of  the  northern 
expedition  ;  and  a  court  etiquette 
was  invented,  the  foundation  of 
which  in  renfcn  or  precedent  I  am 
not  acquainted  with,  wz.  that  the 
perfons  whofe  conduft  was  fo  put 
in  queilion,  fhould  not  appear  at 
Court  pending  the  enquiry.  No 
difficulty  of  the  competency  of 
fuch  a  court  was  then  fpoke  of, 
or  perhaps  thought  of,  by  any  but 
the  dark  defigners  of  my  ruin; 
the  meafure  therefore  could  nei- 
ther afteft  his  Majefty  nor  his 
Court  with  any  idea  of  farther 
hardlliip  than  the  delay  of  a  few- 
days  to  my  appearing  in  his  pre- 
fence. 

This  arrangement  had  been 
prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  the  interval  between  the  notice 
of  my  arrival  at  Portfmouth, 
which  he  received  in  the  evening, 
and  my  vifit  to  him  in  Pall-mall, 
which  was  before  noon  the  next 
day. 

It  will  naturally  be  fuppofed 
that  the  iVate  in  which  I  flood  was 
the  firft  fubjeft  of  converfation  ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  was  received 
with  much  apparent  kindnefs  ; 
explanations  palled,  but  they  were 
friendly  ;  I  v/as  heard  attentively, 
through  a  report  of  all  the  tranf- 
aftions  fubfequent  to  the  Conven- 
tion of  Saratoga;  and  I  was  led 
by  degrees,  and  without  fufpicion 
of  infidioufnefs,    to  the  moft  conh- 


*  Whenever  the  Secretary  of  State  is  mentioned  in  thefe  papers,  the  perfon 
to  be  underftood  is  the  Secretary  for  the  American  department,  Lord  George 
Germain. 

,    *  dentiai 
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dential  communication,  on  my 
part,  of  fads,  obfervations,  and 
opinions,  refpefting  very  impor- 
tant objefts. 

If  the  meafure  of  denying 
me  accefs  to  the  King  had  been 
undecided  before,  this  converfation 
was  of  a  nature  to  produce  a  de- 
cifion  ;  for  it  opened  truths  re- 
fpefting  the  dipofitions  of  the 
people  of  America,  and  the  ftate 
of  things  there,  very  different  from 
the  ideas  which  (it  is  now  known, 
from  the  line  taken  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  the  late  enquiry) 
were  prevalent  in  the  governing 
councils  of  this  kingdom. 

It  was  not  till  after  the  mat- 
ter of  my  communication  was  ex- 
haufted,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  drew  from  his  pocket  an  or- 
der, that  I  fliould  prepare  myfelf 
for  an  enquiry  :  at  which  £expref- 
fed  my  fuUeli  fatisfaclion,  till  he 
followed  the  order  with  the  infor- 
mation of  the  etiquette  I  before 
mentioned,  that  I  was  not  to  ap- 
pear at  court. 

Having  pitched  upon  this  ex- 
pedient for  no  ocber  end  than  to  ex- 
clude me  from  the  prefence  of  my 
Sovereign,  he  could  harulv  be  in 
pain  about  the  event.  If  the  ge- 
neral officers  appointed  for  a  Bo;)rd 
pf  Enquiry,  fliould  coincide  with 
.the  notion  that  my  parole  was  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  to  bar  their  pro- 
ceedings, this  would  put  off  my 
accefs  to  the  King  to  a  very  long 
day  :  but  if  the  general  officers 
fliould  not  enter  into  thefe  ideas, 
fae  had  a  refource  left.  He  could 
not  be  unapprized,  that  fuch  a 
court  was  held  by  high  authorities 
in  the  law  to  be  illegal ;  and  if  I 
was  not  to  fee  the  King  until  an 
illegal  or  que!l:ioiiable  court  flioujd 
tnake  a  valid  report,  I  was  never 


likely  to  enjoy  that  honour.  Either 
way  I  was  not  to  have  the  benefit 
of  an  enquiry  ;  but  he  was  to  have 
the  advantage  of  the  pretence  of 
one,  in  order  to  fnut  the  door  of 
St.  James's  againft  me.  This  has 
been  made  apparent  beyond  all 
pojTibility  of  doubt,  by  every  part 
of  his  fubfequent  conduft  :  but  at 
that  time,  though  I  faw  a  difgrace 
was  intended  me,  I  was  not  able 
to  ellimate  the  full  extent  of  it. 

Thus  prevented  in  my  intend- 
ed appeal  to  the  King,  and  as 
]  have  fatal  reafon  to  believe,  the 
King's  car  fecured  againft  me,  at- 
tempts were  not  unthought  of  to 
deprive  me  of  a  voice  in  parlia- 
ment. A  great  law  ofiicer  of  the 
crown  made,  in  the  fonn  of  legal 
doubts,  a  long  and  methodical 
argument  againil  my  competence 
to  any  civil  duty  or  funftion  :  but 
it  was  not  found  fo  eafy  to  exclude 
me  from  your  fervice,  as  it  had 
been  to  deprive  me  of  countenance 
at  court ;  and  minifters  only  fhew- 
ed  by  that  abortive  attempt,  what 
their  motives  were,  in  thofe  at- 
tempts in  which  they  had  been 
more  fuccefsful. 

Though  the  late  time  of  the 
feiTion,  and  the  abfence  of  Sir  Wil.. 
ham  Howe  and  Sir  Gny  Caileton, 
v/ho  were  fuppofed  to  be  partie?, 
furnifiied  plaufible  arguments  for 
poitponing  a  parliamentary  en- 
quiry in  the  fummer  of  1778,  it 
was  evident  the  temper  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  inclined 
to  adopt  it  at  the  enfuing  meet- 
ing. 

In  the  beginning  of  fune,  I 
received  the  condinonal  order  ax- 
nexed.  [No.  i.l  Though  ic  bears 
the  King's  name,  it  was  avowedly 
a  letter  of  the  cabinet  ;  and  there 
remained  no  longer  a  doubt  in  my 

mind 
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mind,  that  my  ruin  was  made  a 
meafure  of  ftate.  Few  adepts  in 
the  fcience  of  opp^eiBon  could 
have  formed  a  defign  better  fitted 
to  its  end  ;  and  it  was  likely  to  be 
faccefsiul,  whatever  part  I  (hould 
take.  If  I  went  —  my  charafter 
wss  loft  irretrievably  —  the  faife- 
hoods  and  afp^rfions  thithave  fince 
been  refuted  in  the  face  of  thofe 
who  propagated  them,  were  al- 
ready gone  forth:  the  numbers  of 
my  army,  and  of  that  oppofed  to 
me,  were  alreHdy  j^rof^ly  milTar- 
ed  ;  contradidory  charges  of  floth 
and  precipitancy,  as  the  temper 
cf  men  at  the  moment  feemed 
inclined  to  either,  were  fupported 
with  uniform  perfeverance  : — my 
friends  were  dated  to  be  my  ac- 
cuf^rs ;  ard  even  my  integrity, 
with  regard  to  pecuniary  trulis, 
was  glanced  at. 

If  I  ftayed,  the  King's  order 
(as  it  was  fallacioufly  called)  was 
a  fpecious  topic;  and  it  was  not 
difficult  to  forefee,  that  it  would 
be  put  into  the  handb  of  gentle- 
men that  well  knew  how  to  make 
the  utmolt  of  it  by  arc  and  oppor- 
tunity. My  anfwer  [No.  2.] 
drew  from  the  cabinet  their  fecond 
letter  [No.  3.]  ;  and  I  give  them 
the  fatisfaclion  of  knowing,  that  I 
felt  ail  they  could  wift  I  fliould 
leel  from  the  repetition  of  their  fe- 
verity.  I  faw  in  it  at  once  a 
doubt  of  my  veracity  refpecting 
niv  health,  and  the  moft  contemp- 
tuous difregard  of  all  other  prin- 
ciples upon  which  I  had  claimed 
a  right  of  ftaying  in    this  country. 

I Fundamental    principles,     I 

thought  them,  of  juftice  and  ge- 
reroilty  due  from  all  governments 
to  thole  who  ferve  them  zealoufly, 
j^r^d  in    feme  governments    held 


doubly  due  to  fuch  r.s  in  their  zeal 
have  been  unfortunate. 

It  mull  be  obferved,  that  the 
miniftf-y  kept  a  profound  filence, 
both  to  mvfelf  and  the  public,  re- 
fpe6l:ing  the  ratification  of  the 
convention.  The  fame  filence 
they  maintained  even  in  parlia- 
ment long  after  its  meeting.  They 
were  perfeftly  apprifed,  that  the 
enemy  had  feme  time  before  made 
the  want  of  that  ratification  the 
ground  of  their  refufing  to  give 
efteft  to  the  part  of  the  treaty 
which  was  favourable  to  the  troops. 
They  knew  alfo,  that  one  of  the 
principal  objedls  of  my  return  to 
England  was  t-o  negotiate  in  be- 
half of  that  deferving  body  of  iol- 
diers  and  fubjeOs.  I'heir  defire 
of  my  delivering  myfelf  into  cap- 
tivity, at  fuch  a  time,  and  under 
fuch  circumllance'^,  juftiiied  fo.me- 
thing  more  than  a  fufpicion,  that  in 
my  ablence  it  was  intended  either 
to  lay  to  my  charge  fome  breach  of 
faith  with  the  enemy  ;  or  to  re- 
nounce the  treaty  from  the  b-^gin- 
ning,and  by  my  iurrender,to  trans- 
fer the  adt  from  the  nation  to  my 
perfon.  Thefe  are  the  only  two 
cafes  which  I  believe  can  be  pro- 
duced from  the  hillory  of  nations, 
wherein  an  officer,  who  had  made 
a  convention  with  an  en'-my,  had 
been  delivered  up  to  them.  The 
ratification  of  the  treaty  afterwards 
is  no  proof  that  fuch  intentions 
did  n®t  then  exift. 

t  will  make  no  farther  obferva- 
tions,  Gentlenicn,  upon  this  iirlt 
correfpondence  between  the  War- 
office  and  me  ;  nor  fliould  I  have 
troubled  you  with  thefe,  but  that 
great  pains  are  taken  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  public  from  the 
pretended  order.,  to  my  behaviour 
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li nee  the  receipt  of  it.  I  in  no 
wife  feck  to  evade  the  public 
judgment  upon  any  thing  I  have 
done  :  but  I  claim  from  the  im- 
partial and  the  candid,  a  confule- 
ration  of  the  pretended  order  it- 
fclf,  in  its  principal  psrts,  ■viz. 
the  ground  upon  wihich  it  is 
founded  ;  the  novel  fpecies  of 
cruelty  which  it  fuppofes  within 
the  power  of  the  crown  ;  and 
laltly,  tiie  exprcife  of  luch  coflrine 
by  men  who  were  parties,  and 
againll  the  man  whom  they  were 
call.fd  upon  by  their  ilation  and 
their  ho-.iour  to  confront. 

Nothing  farther  palTed.  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament.  I  avail- 
ed myfelf  of  a  difcretionary  power, 
as  I  had  a  right  to  do,  and  I  made 
it  no  fecret,  that  had  a  direft  or- 
der been  fenc  me,  I  iliould  have 
laid  all  my  commilfions  at  his  Ma- 
jefty's  feet. 

During  the  'aft  fefiion  of  parKa- 
meiit,  an  inquiry  was  inllitured. 
The  deiail  of  the  attempts  made 
by  the  miniilry  to  defeat  it,  is  too 
notorious  to  be  neceffary  upon  this 
occaiicn.  They  at  iaft  contrived 
that  it  fhould  be  left  inaperfett  : 
but  ja  fpighc  of  every  manage- 
ment, it  had  anfv/ered  my  pur- 
pofe  fo  far,  as  to  fix  upon  record 
a  body  of  evidence,  that  1  would 
roc  exchange  for  ail  that  power 
could  bellow.  It  is  a  jalHhcation 
of  misfortune  by  the  voice  of  ho- 
nour. It  is  there  apparent,  what 
the  army  under  my  "command, 
who  felt  moll  and  faw  bell,  thought 
of  my  adlions. — The  afleiflions  of 
my  gallant  comrades,  unlhaken  in 
every  trial,  labour,  famine,  cap- 
tivity, or  death,  enable  me  to  de- 
ipiie  the  rancour  of  a  cabal  and  all 
K.S  confcquences. 


The  moft  important  purpofe  of 
my  return  to  England  having 
been  aniwered  by  this  vindication, 
1  thought  the  facrifice  of  my  com- 
milhor.s,  the  fruits  of  the  greateft 
part  of  my  life,  not  to  be  necef- 
fary.  I  knew  by  experience  what 
I  had  to  apprehend  in  point  of 
health  from  an  American  winter  ; 
but  I  fcorned  to  plead  it.  Con- 
fcious  of  my  integrity,  I  abandon- 
ed my  public  accounts  to  the  ri- 
gorous fcrutiny  of  office  ;  and  I 
took  occafion  publicly  to  declare, 
that  fhould  it  llili  be  thought  ex- 
pedient to  deliver  me  back  to  the 
enemy,  and  a  pofitive  order  fhould 
be  feat  me  for  that  purpofe,  1 
fhould,  as  far  as  in  me  lay,  obey 
it.  ' 

I  do  not  believe  any  man  who 
knows  me  doubted  the  fincerity 
of  that  intention.  I  am  perfuaded, 
the  framers  of  the  letter  of  the 
24th  September  were  particularly 
convinced  of  it.  The  man  who 
embarked  in  the  fituation  I  did, 
in  the  year  1776,  could  hardly  be 
fuppofcd  to  want  fortitude  to  un- 
dertake an  American  voyage,  in 
the  fituation  in  which  I  made  the 
declaration.  An  order,  therefore, 
which  I  could  have  obeyed  without 
committing  my  honour,  would 
not  have  efi-efted  my  ruin.  Time 
and  ci;cumitances  furnifhed  mere 
fccure  expedients  ;  which  I  Ihall 
now  open. 

Occafions  were  taken  to  vific 
my  offences  upon  my  friends. 
E.xamples  refpaiiling  my  neareft 
connexions  need  not  be  pointed 
out,  when  I  am  addreffing  myfelf 
to  any  part  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
cafter.  But  the  principle  e>:tend- 
ed  far  more  wide  ;  and  did  pot 
the  apprehenfion  of  farther  hurt- 
ing 
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ing  the  men  1  love  reftrain  mc, 
I  could  produce  inftaiices  of  hard- 
fliip  in  the  diftribatibn  of  mili- 
tary preferments,  that  no  impar- 
tial perfon  will  impute  to  any 
other  caufe  than  the  kindnefs  and 
friendlhip  of  the  parties  to  me. 

Thefe  inftances  of  perfecution, 
it  was  well  known,  afTected  me 
deeply.  There  were  others  yet 
more  irritating. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  the 
apprehenfions  before  entertained 
of  an  invafion,  by  the  declaration 
of  government,  became  a  cer- 
tainty. Hardly  a  Britifn  fubjeft 
could  be  found  fo  low,  fo  feeble, 
or  even  fo  profligate,  as  to  be  ex- 
empted from  fervice  ;  while  un- 
common premiums  were  raifed  by 
begging,  and  diftributed  to  volun- 
teers, the  gaols,  and  even  the  feet 
of  the  gallows,  were  refortcd  to 
for  other  recruits. 

In  this  declared  dilemma,  I 
know  government  were  not  ftran- 
gers  to  my  intention  of  fighting 
my  own  regiment  as  colonel ;  or, 
Ihould  its  deftination  not  admit 
the  honour  of  meeting  the  enemy 
in  that  capacity,  of  offering  my- 
felf  as  a  volunteer  in  the  ranks  of 
any  corps  that  might  be  more  for- 
tunately fituated. 

Thcfe  feveral  feelings,  and 
many  others  incident  to  an  oppvef- 
fed  man,  were  doubtlefs  duly  con- 
fidered  ;  for  at  the  crifis  when 
they  could  operate  moft  forcibly, 
it  was  thought  proper  molt  to  in- 
fult  me  ;  at  the  crihs  when  the 
King's  fervants  openly  announced. 
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that  not  a  fiiip  or  a  foldier  coul4 
be  fpared  from  our  internal  de- 
fence, a  fentence  of  baniihment 
was  fent  me,  and  even  that  not 
in  an  order,  but  a  reprimand  ; 
— a  fubmiffion  to  ignominy  was 
required  of  me  ;  for  to  put  me 
wholly  out  of  a  capacity  to  draw 
my  fword  at  fuch  a  moment,  was 
virtually,  in  point  of  difgrace,  to 
break  it  over  my  head.  My  ene- 
mies might  have  fpared  fuperflu-' 
ous  provocations.  This  alone 
would  have  fufficed  to  prove  their 
fagacity,  and  to  effcft  their  pur- 
pofe.  Let  it  not  be  fuppofed  they 
want  knowledge  of  the  human 
heart.  There  are  among  them, 
who  can  difcern  its  recefles,  and 
have  the  fkill  and  the  triumph  to 
mnke  a  foldier's  honour  and  fen- 
fibility  the  initraments  of  his  own 
deibuclion. 

I  could  no  longer  brook  the 
treatment  I  received.  My  letter 
of  the  9th  Odtober  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  [No.  5.]  contains 
my  general  fentiments." 

Corvefpondence  'with  Lord  Barrington. 

[No.  I.] 
War -Office,  June  5,    17  78. 
S  I  R, 
The   King,  judging    your    pre- 
fence   material   to    the  troops    de- 
tained prifoners  in  New  England, 
under  the  convention  of  Saratoga  ; 
and  finding  in  a  letter  of  yours  to 
Sir  Williom  Howe,  dated  April  9, 
1778,  "  t;»at  you  trull  a  lliort  time 
"  at  Bath  wlU  enable  you  to   re- 
'♦  turn    to    America  *,"  his    Ma- 

jelly's 

*  Paragraph  of  the  letter  from  Li?utcnant  General  Burgoyne  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  which  was  made  the  foundation  of  ihe  above  conditional  order; 

"  I  need  not  expatiate  upon  the  I'atisi'aftion  I  fliouUl  feel  at  being  put 
•'  again  in  a  fituation  to  fcrve  under  you,  as  Toon  as  my  health  will  enable 
"  me.— i  trvjl  that  a  'vfry Jhort  time  at  Bath  vjUI  cffcfc  that  turfofc. 

■^  «  I  hayflf 
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jelly  is  pleafed  to  order   that   you 
ihall  repair  to  Bofton,   as   foon   as 
you  have  tried    the  Bath  Waters, 
in  the  manner  you  propofe. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Barhingtok. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Bwgoyne, 
Hertford-Street. 

[No.  2.] 

June  22,    1778. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  confidered  the  letter  I 
had  the  honour  to  receive  from  your 
lordihip  on  the  5th  inftant,  with 
the  attention  and  refpeft  due  to  an 
intimation  of  the  King's  pleafure. 
I  have  now  to  requell  your  lordfhip 
to  lay  before  his  Majefty  a  few 
particulars  of  my  fituation  ;  and  to 
offer  to  his  royal  confideration,  with 
all  humility  on  my  part,  fuch  of 
my  complaints  as  admit  of  repre- 
ientation. 

My  letter  to  Sir  William  Howe, 
referred  to  in  your  lordihip's  let- 
ter, was  writ  in  the  fulnefs  of  zeal 
to  renew  my  fervice  in  arms  the 
enfuing  compaign.  The  fatisfac- 
tion  of  fucceeding  in  that  applica- 
tion, would  have  tended  to  my  re- 
•covery,  or  for  a  time  might  have 
prevented  my  feeling  an  ill.  De- 
prived of  fo  animating  a  fupport, 
and  vifited  by  new  and  unexpeded 
anxieties,  I  have  now  recourfe  only, 
as  far  as  the  mind  is  concerned,  to 
a  dear  confcience,  perhaps  a  more 
tardy,  but,  I  truli,  as  efficacious  an 
afliilance. 


The  prefent  feafon  of  the  year, 
always  favourable  to  me,  gives  me 
the  appearance,  and  indeed,  in 
fome  degree  the  fenfation  of  health. 
But  much  care  is  IHII  wanting  to 
rellore  me  to  my  former  flate.  The 
remedies  prefcribed  me  are  repofe, 
regimen  of  diet,  and  repeated  vifus 
to  Bath:  my  intention,  in  confe- 
quence,  was  to  refnain  fome  time 
in  the  country,  to  repair  to  Bath 
for  a  fiiort  time  next  month,  and 
to  return  thither  for  a  much  longer 
fpace  in  the  more  proper  feafon, 
the  autumn.  But  whatever  may 
be  the  benefit  of  all  or  any  part  of 
this  plan,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  to 
expofe  my  conftjtucion  to  the  next 
American  winter,  is  in  probability 
to  doom  me  to  the  grave. 

That  I  fhould  not  hefitate  at 
fuch  an  alternative,  in  ciicura- 
ftances  of  exigency,  I  am  confiiiens 
the  King  will  admit,  when  in  his 
grace  he  lliall  recolleft  how  often, 
at  his  Majefty's  call  in  this  war,  i 
have  relinquifhed  private  duties 
and  afieccion,  more  impuliive  upon 
the  heart  than  any  vye  owe  to  ex- 
iftence.  I'he  purpofes  intimated 
for  my  prefent  attendance  in 
America,  would,  I  fear,  be  very 
different  from  fervices. 

The  army  1  commanded,  credu- 
lous in  my  favour,  and  attached,  to 
me  by  the  feries  of  conflicts  and 
misfortunes  we  have  in  common 
lullained,  would  not  find  material 
confolation  from  my  return  in  dif- 
grace ;  and  their  difappontment 
could  not  but  be  enhanced  by  fuch 
an  indication,  that  government  ei- 


"  I  have  only  to  add,  my  trufl;  that  you  will  continue  to  me  the  fi  iendfhip 
"  and  confidence  with  which  you  iiave  always  honoured  me,  aiui  that  you 
*'  will  write  to  me  at  full  by  the  firit  opportunity,  how  I  can  be  employed  to 
*'  ftrve  your  views.  i  have  iht  honour  to  btj  6cc." 


Sher 
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xher  thought  it  inexpedient  to  ratify 
the  convention  of  Saratoga,  or 
defpaired  of  a  ratiHcation  efFecluat- 
3ng  the  redemption  of  that  army  ; 
for  they  would  not  conceive  it  pof- 
lible,  had  the  return  of  the  troops 
been  in  view,  that  any  perfun 
would  have  advifed  the  King  to 
what  then  might  have  appeared  fo 
harll)  an  aft  as  fending  an  infirm, 
caluminated,  unheard  complain- 
ant, acrofs  the  Atlantic,  merely  to 
infpeft  their  embarkation. 

Your  lordfhip  wiH  perceive  the 
parts  of  this  letter  which  apply  to 
the  council  of  the  throne,  from 
whence  I  am  to  fuppofe  the  or-der 
I  have  received  originated,  and  in 
your  juftice  and  generofuy  you  will 
guard  me,  my  lord,  from  any  fup- 
pofable  prefumption  of  expoilulat- 
ing  with  the  King  in  perfon.  But 
I  apply  to  the  fame  qualities  in 
your  lordlhip's  mind,  for  pointing 
out  to  his  Majeily,  independently 
of  his  council,  other  letters,  among 
thofe  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  alledging  other  reafons, 
and  thole  more  prevalent  than  the 
attention  to  health,  for  my  return 
to  England  ;  and  permit  me,  my 
jord,  to  add,  that  every  one  of 
them  receives  tenfold  weight  from 
what  has  happened  lately,  for  my 
continuance  ia  England.  The  fpe- 
cial  reafon  upon  which  I  chiefly 
reil  at  prefent,  my  lord,  is  a  vindi- 
cation of  my  honour. 

Until  that  by  full  snd  proper 
trial  is  cleared  to  my  Sovereign  and 
to  my  country,  I  confefs  I  ihculd 
feel  a  removal  from  hence,  though 
enforced  by  the  lerm  duty,  the  ie- 
vereft  fentence  of  exile  ever  im- 
pofed  ;  and  when  the  time  and  cir- 
curnfiances  of  fuch  removal  are  far- 
ther confidsred,  that  Britain  is 
thieateiicd  with  invaficn.  aod  that 


after  an  enemy  has  fet  iriy  arm  at 
liberty,  I  am  forbid  a  fliare  in  her 
defence  by  the  council  cf  my  own 
Sovereign. — After  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  can  I,  ray  lord,  be  deemed 
oiFenfive  if  i  venture  to  declare 
that  fo  marked  a  combination  of 
difpleafure  and  hard  treatment, 
would  be  more  than  I  Ihoald  be 
able,  or  perhaps  ought  to  bear. 

My  caufe,  my  lord,  thus  com- 
mitted to  your  office  and  charadtcr, 
I  have  only  to  add  my  reliance  that 
you  will  do  it  juftice,  and  the  re- 
fpeft  with  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &:c.  &:c.  SiC. 

Lord  Barrington. 

[No.  3.] 
Wn>--Offiie,  June  27,  i"-'8. 
SI  R, 
I  took  the  firft  opportunity  of 
laying  before  the  King  your  letter 
to  me,  dated  the  zzd  ini'ant.  His 
Majelty  continues  to  think  your 
prcience  with  the  troops  taken  at 
Saratoga,  and  Hill  detained  pri- 
foners  in  New  England,  of  fo  much 
importance  to  them,  that  he  has 
commanded  me  to  acquaint  you  it 
is  his  pleafure,  that  you  return  to 
them  as  foon  as  you  can,  without 
any  rifle  of  material  injury  to  your 
health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Barrington. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgcyne.  ' 

Corref^ondence  ivith  Mr.  'Jenkinfon, 

[No.   ^.] 
War-6ffice,   Sept.iJ^,   ^719\ 

SIR,  ; 

I  am  commanded  by  the  King 
to  acquaint  you,  that  your  not  re- 
turning 
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ttrning  to   America,   and  joining 
.the  troops,  prifoicrs  under  the  con- 
vention of  Saratoga,  is  confidered 
as  a  negled  of  duty,  and  difobe- 
dience    of    orders    tranfmitted    to 
you   by  the  Secretary  at  War,  in 
his  letter  of  5th  June,   1778. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  C.  Jenkinson. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne. 


[No.  5.] 
Hertford-Street,  OJ?.  9,    I779. 
SIR, 
I  received  your  letter  acquaint- 
kig  me,  "  that  my  not  returning 
*'  to    America,    and    joining    the 
"  troops,  prifoners  under  the  con- 
*'  vention   of  Saratoga,    is    confi- 
"  dered  as  a  negled  of  duty,  and 
*'  difobedience    of    orders    tranf- 
"  mitted  to  me,   by  the  Secretary 
«'  at   War,    in    his   letter  of  5th 
*'  June,   177S." 

During  a  fervlce  of  more  than 
thirty  years,  I  have  been  taught, 
by  "the  rewards  of  two  fucceffive 
Sovereigns,  to  believe,  that  'my 
military  conduft  was  held  deferving 
of  more  favourable  terms  than 
thofe  which  are  applied  to  it  in  the 
above  recital.  1  have  received  from 
his  prefent  Majefty  in  particular, 
repeated  and  confpicuous  teftimo- 
nies  of  diftindion  .ind  good  opi- 
nion ;  and  I  fhould  have  been  the 
moft  ungrateful  of  men,  if  I  had 
not  felt,  and  uniformly  endeavour- 
ed to  mark  the  Vj-armcft  and  moll 
dutiful  attachment  to  his  perfon, 
together  with  a  pundlilious  perfe- 
verance  in  the  execution  of  all  his 
lawful  commands. 

IsJnder  this  fenfe  of  my  paft  fitua- 
tion,  your  letter.  Hated  to  be  writ- 
ten by  the  King's  command,  can- 
not but  affed  me  mod  paiafully. 
Vol.  XXil, 


The  time  in  which  I  am  charged 
with  negledl  of  duty,  has  been  em- 
ployed to  vindicate  my  own  ho- 
nour, the  honour  of  the  Britijh 
troops,  and  of  thofe  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  allies,  under  my  late  com- 
mand, from  the  moft  bafe  and 
barbarous  afperfions,  that  ever  were 
forged  againfl  innocent  men,  by 
malignity  fupported  by  power. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  charge, 
I  muft  firft  obferve  that  there  were 
two  letters  from  the  late  Secretary 
at  War,  upon  the  fubjed  of  my 
return  to  America;  and  though 
you  only  ftate  that  of  the  5  th  of 
June,  I  conclude  it  is  not  meant, 
that  the  other  of  the  27th  Ihould 
be  fupprefled,  as  it  is  explanatory 
cf  the  former. 

The  signification  of  the  King's 
pleafure  therein  contained  being 
clearly  conditional,  and  the  condi- 
tion depending  upon  my  own 
judgment;  I  am  unable  to  con- 
ceive by  what  poffible  conftrudion 
it  can  be  confidered  as  difobe- 
dience, that  I  have  not  fulfilled  an 
optional  condition  ;  and  I  am  rea- 
dy and  defirous  to  meet  the  judg- 
ment of  a  proper  tribunal  upon  that, 
as  upon  every  other  part  of  my 
condud. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir,  I  am 
not  told  who  it  is  that  confiders 
my  taking  advantage  of  my  parole 
for  the  purpofes  I  have  done,  as  a 
ncgled  of  duty,  and  breach  of  or- 
ders, and  has  fo  reprefented  it  to 
his  Majelty.  But  in  this  Hate  of 
ignorance  concerning  my  enemies, 
I  mull  fay,  as  well  from  duty  to 
my  Sovereign,  as  from  jullice  to 
myfdf,  that  they  who  have  abufed 
the  confidence  of  their  gracious 
mafter,  by  fach  a  grofs  mifrepre- 
fentation,  merit,  and  I  trull  will 
meet  with  more  of  his  difplea'ure, 
[V]  than 
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than    they  wickedly  have    drawn     fame  breath  that  I  am  dated  not  to 

be  accountable  to  him :  by  this 
doftrine  it  feems  fuppofed,  that  I 
am  not  capable  of  receiving  orders 
for  the  purpofes  of  public  juiHce 
or  public  fervice,  but  am  perfecUy 
fubjedl  to  all  fuch  as  have  a  ten- 
dency to  my  own  deftrudion. 
But  it  has  been  fuggefted  when 


upon  me. 

The  punilliment  implied  in  the 
order  referred  to,  yoa  will  obferve. 
Sir,  is  unufual  as  well  as  cruel. 
Whether  the  Minifters  of  the 
crown,  can  legally  order  a  Britifh 
fubjeft  into  captivity  either  at  home 
or  abroad  without   trial;  or  whe- 


ther they  can  compel  an   officer  by  no  military  duty  could   be  devifed 

virtue  of  his  general  military  obe-  as  a   ground  for  this  order    that  J 

dience,  to  deliver   himfelf  to   the  might  be  returned   to  captivity  in 

prifon  of  the  enemy,  without  any  a  fort  of  civil  capacity.     To  com- 

rcqaifition    on    their  part,    is    (to  fort  my  fellow  prifoners  by  a  par- 

fay  nothing  llronger  of  it)   matter  ticipation  of  their  fufferings,  and 

of  ferious  doubt.     On   pretence  of  to  ad  as   a  commillary   to   nego- 

military  obedience,  I  am  ordered  tiate    for  them.     Could  any    fuf- 

to  the  only  part  cf  the  world   in  ferings  of  mine  alleviate  the  fmal- 

which  I  can  do  no  military  fervice.  left  of   theirs,  I    fhould    willingly 

An    enemy's    prifon    is    not    the  fubmit  to  any  thing  the  malice  of 

King's   garrifon,  nor  is  any  thing  the   prefent  Minifters  could  inflift 

to  be  done  or   fuftered   there,  any  upon    me.     But    it  is  equally  in- 


part  of  an  officer's  duty  ;  fo  far 
from  it  that  it  implies  a  direft  in- 
capacity for  any  military  funclion. 
What  are  the  military  orders  1  am 
to  give  to  men  who  have  no  arms 
to  tight,  and  no  liberty  to  march  ? 
Or  by  what  rule  is  my  not  being 
in  the  hands  of  rebels,  underftood 
to  be  a  regledl  of  duty  to  my  So- 
vereign ?  i)lr,  the  thing  is  too  evi- 
dent ;  thofe  who  calumniate  my 
conduft  on  this  account  are  de- 
firous  not  of  lerving  the  King,  but 
of  infulting  me,  and  of  eflabliili- 
jng  new,  dangerous,  unmilitary 
and  unconftitutional  powers  in 
themfelves. 

While  a  precedent  is  eftabli filing 


jurious  to  truth  and  to  their  ho- 
nour and  humanity,  to  fuppofe 
that  my  perfecution  could  make 
any  part  of  their  confolation.  What 
confolation  could  they  derive  from 
my  junftion  to  the  common  capti- 
vity, only  to  tell  thern  ihat  not  a 
name  among  them  is  to  be  found  in 
the  numerous  lift  of  late  promotions.? 
And  that  the  negociations  to  be 
undertaken  in  their  favour,  are  to 
be  conducted  by  the  man  who  is 
notorioufly  profcribed  bv  the  power 
in  the  name  of  which  he  is  to  ne- 
gotiate ?  Who  alone  of  ail  the  offi- 
cers who  have  come  from  Ame- 
rica, has  been  denied  all  accefs  to 
the  King  ?    Cruelly  as  I  and  my 


in  my  particular  cafe,  I  requeR  it  fellow- fufferers  are  treated;  lean 

may  moreover  be  remembered  that  fcarce   bring  myfelf  to  wiffi,   that 

I  am  deprived  of  a   court  martial  they  who  provide  fuch  comfort  for 

upon  my  condufl  in  Aintjica,  be-  others,  fliould  receive  it  in  a  firoi- 

caufe  1  am  not  fuppofed  to  be  ame-  lar  fituation  themfelves. 

nable  to  the  jullice  of  the  king-  I   am   forry    finally    to   obferve» 

dom  :  and  the  -ling  is  told  I  have  that    the    treatment  I  have  expe- 

difobeyed  his  orders,  in  the  \ery  rienced,  however  cuntradidory  in 

c  the 
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the  reafons  afligned  for  the  feveral 
parts  of  it,  is  perfedtly  uniform  in 
the  principle.  They  whcr  would 
not  fufFer  me  to  approach  the 
King's  prefence  to  vindicate  my- 
felf  before  him  ;  who  have  held 
that  I  cannot  have  a  court  martial 
to  vindicate  myfelf  to  my  profsf- 
fion  ;  and  who  have  done  all  they 
could  do,  to  prevent  me  from  vin- 
dicating myfelf  to  my  country  by 
a  parliamentary  enquiry  ;  are  now 
very  fyftematically  defirous  of  bu- 
rying my  innocence  and  their  own 
guilt,  in  the  prifonsof  the  enemy, 
and  of  removing,  in  my  perfon, 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  the  means  of  renewing  par- 
liamentary proceedings  which  they 
haye  reafon  to  dread. 

Thofe  extraordinary  attempts  to 
opprefs  in  my  perfon  the  rights  of 
all  fubjcfts,  and  to  pervert  every  idea 
of  military  obedience,  by  diredling 
it,  not  to  the  fervice  of  the  public, 
but  the  ruin  of  officers,  juftified  me 
to  my  own  confcience,  in  the 
part  I  took  under  the  conditional 
order,  referred  to  in  your  letter. 
I  found  the  fame  inward  juftlfica- 
tion  in  requiring,  in  the  mofi:  pub- 
lic manner,  at  the  clofe  of  the  late 
feflion  of  parliament,  a  clear,  pe- 
remptory order,  in  cafe  the  Mini- 
fters  perfevered  in  their  intention 
of  refurrendering  me  to  the  ene- 
my. 

I  have  received  no  order ;  had 
an  order  been  fent  to  me  framed  in 
any  manner  that  I  could  have  adtcd 
upon  it  confiftently  with  the  exig- 
ence of  charafter  ;  I  might  have 
made  a  proteft  againft  the  prece- 
dent ;  I  might  have  enquired  of 
you.  Sir,  by  what  probable  means 
in  the  prefent  poflure  of  affairs  it 
was  to  be  executed.  But  in  de- 
ference to  the  King's  name,  as  a 


military  fervant,  I  meant  fubmif-. 
fion.  Your  letter.  Sir,  inltead  of 
an  order  for  my  future  conduft,  is 
an  unjull  reproach  of  my  part;  for 
which  I  humbly  implore  of  his 
Majefty,  and  firmly  demand  of  his 
councils,  trial  by  a  court  martial. 
Should  that  be  refufed  or  procra- 
flinated  upon  the  principle  for- 
merly adopted,  '•  that  in  my  pre- 
"  fent  fituation  no  judicature  can 
"  have  cognizance  of  my  adlions;" 
I  can  then  coafider  the  purport  of 
your  letter,  Sir,  in  no  other  light 
than  that  of  a  difmiffion,  a  dif- 
miffion  as  concluftve  as  any  you 
could  have  worded  in  form,  and 
perhaps  more  pojgnant.  To  eat 
the  bread  of  the  crown,  however 
faithfully  earned,  under  a  fentence, 
withouj  appeal,  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  of  negled  of  duty  and.  dif- 
obedience  of  orders,  is  incompa- 
tible with  my  conception  of  ho- 
nour ;  an  interdiclion  from  my 
country  ;  a  banifhment  to  the  only 
part  of  the  world  in  which  I  am 
difabled  from  ferving  that  country 
at  the  moment  of  her  fate;  and 
when  every  other  arm,  even  to  the 
weakeft,  is  prelTed  to  her  defence  ; 
thefe  circumftances  give  a  critical 
barbarity  to  the  intentions  of  the 
King's  advifers,  that  an  Englifh 
foidier  cannot  fupport.  There- 
fore, Sir,  I  find  myielf  compelled, 
if  not  allowed  an  early  trial,  or  by 
the  King's  grace,  upon  this  repre- 
fentation,  reftored  to  a  capacity  of 
fervice,  through  your  official  chan- 
nel to  requefl  his  Majefty,  to  ac- 
cept of  my  refignation  of  my  ap- 
pointment upon  the  American 
ftafF,  of  the  Queen's  regiment  of 
light  dragoons,  and  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Fort  William,  humbiy 
defiring  only  to  referve  my  rank 
as  lieutenant-general  in  the  army, 
[U]  2  to 
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to  render  me  the  more  clearly  ame-  his  Majelly  does  not  think  proper 

uable   t>  a  court  martial  hereafter,  that    any    part   of    your    condiici 

and  to  enable  me  to  fulfil  my  per-  Ihould  be  broaght  before  a  military 

fonal   faith,  fliould   I   be  required  tribunal,  fo  long  as  you  fhall  con- 

hy  the  enemy  fo  to  do.  tinue  engaged  to  re-deliver  your<- 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  felf  into   the    power   of  Congrefe 

Sec.  upon  their  demand,  and  due  notice 

The  Right  Hon.  Charhs^Jenkinfoiif  being  given    by   them.      Nor   does 


Secretary  at  JFar. 

[No.  6.] 
■      JVar-Cyfjice,  Oil.  15,    1779. 
S  I  R. 


his  Majelly  think  proper,  in  con- 
fequence     of    the     reprefentations  ' 
contained  in  yourfaid  letter,  to  re-v 
llore    you,    circumftanced    as    yo« 
arc,   to  a  capacity  of  fervice.     Nei- 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  ther  of  thefe  requetts  can   therefore 

Qth  inlhnt,  wherein,   after  Hating  be  granted, 

your  reafons  for  objeding   to  the  I  have    it  farther  in  command 

feveral  fteps  that  have  been  taken  from    the    King    to  acquaint  yoB, 

with  relation   to  the  rjrders   given  that  his  Majeily  confiders  your  let- 

for  your  return  to  North  America,  ter  to  me  as  a  proof  of  vour  deter- 

you  add,  that  "if  you  are  not  al-  mination  to  perfevere  in  not  obey- 

**  lowed  an  early  trial,  or  if  by  his  ing  his  orders,   fignifted  to  you  ia 

«*  Majefly's  grace,  upon  the  repre-  the  Secretary  at  War's  letter  of  the 

•*  fentations  contained   in  the  faid  5th  of  June,    1778;  and  for  thi» 

"  letter,    you  are    not  Beftored   to  reafon,   his   Majefty  is    pleafcd   to 

*'  a  capacity  of  fervice,  it  is   your  accept  your  refignation  of  the  conf- 

"*  requell  to  his   Majeily,  that  he  mand  of  the   Queen's  regiment  of 

'•  will   be  pleafed  to   accept  your  light  dragoons,  of  the  government 

*'  refignation  of  your  appointment  of  Fort  William,  and  of  your  ap- 

"  to   the  American    Half,    of  the  pointment  on  the  American   Jtaff, 

*<   Queen's   regiment  of  liglit  dra-  allowing  you    only  to  referve  the 

•'  goons,  and  of  the   government  rank   of  lieutenant-general  in  the 

♦'  of  Fort   William  ;  humbly    de-  army,   for   the  purpofes    you  have 

**  firing  only  to  referve  your  rank  ftated. 

•'  of  lieutenant-general  in  the  ar-  Lord  Barrington's  letter  of  the 

*'   my,  to  render   you  more  clearly  27th  of  June   is  confidered  as  ex- 

*•  amenable  to  courts  martial  here-  planatory  of  the  orders  given  in  his 

"  after,  and  to  enable  you  to  ful-  letter  of  the  5th  of  that  month. 

*'  fil  your  perfonal    faith,    fhould  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

*'  you  be  required  by  the  enemy  &:c. 

^«  fo  to  do."  (Signed)   C.  Jenkinso.n, 

Having  laid   your   letter  before  Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoy?ie. 
ihe    King,    I  am    commanded    to 

acquaint  you,   that  for  the  reafons  [No.   7.] 

fubmitted    to    his  Mr.jefly    by  the  Hertford-Street,  Oil.  17,   1779* 

Board  cf  General  Officers,  in  their  SIR, 

leport,    dated    23d    May,      1778,  I  received  your  letter  of  the  1  Jth 

(which,  reafons   fubfjil  in  the  fame  inllant,    informing    me,     that   his 

force  now  as  tliey  did  at  thaj:  time)  Majeily  had  been  pleafed  to  accept 

6  n»y 
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niy  refignation  of  my  military  em- 
ployments, and  that  1  am  refufed 
a  court  martial  upon  that  difobe- 
dience,  for  my  perfeverance  in 
which,  you  tell  me  my  refignation 
is  accepted.    . 

I  mull  perfifi:  in  denying,  that 
I  have  received  any  other  order, 
than  an  order  fubjedt  to  ray  own 
difcretion. 

I  mull  perfift  in  my  claim  to  a 
court  martial. 

I  apprehend,  that  if  I  am  not 
fubjcA  to  a  trial  for  breach  of  or- 
ders, 'it  implies  that  I  am  not  fub- 
jeft  to  the  orders  themfelves. 

I  do  not  admit  that  I  cannot  le- 
gally have  a  court  martial,  cir- 
cumrtanced  as  I  am  :  but  thofe  who 
advife  his  Majefty,  afftrt  it,  and 
they  are  anfvverable  fer  this  contra- 
di(flion  between  their  reafoning  and 
their  condud. 

The  report  of  the  general  offi- 
cers, I  humbly  conceive,  is  erro- 
neous. And  the  fubfequent  ap- 
pointment of  other  gentlemen,  ex- 
aftly  in  my  circumftances  (with 
great  merit  on  their  part  to  entitle 
them  to  any  diftinftion)  to  military 
employments,  fubjeft  to  orders, 
and  accountable  for  the  breach  of 
them,  is  one  of  the  reafons  for  my 
conceiving,  that  the  King's  ad- 
vifers  do  not  diiFer  from  me  in 
opinion,  that  the  general  officers 
were  miftaken. 

Thinking  it  probable.  Sir,  that 
this  letter  may  clofe  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  us,  I  conclude  with 
the  fentiments  1  have  never  de- 
viated from  in  any  part  of  it;  and 
I  requeft  you  to  affure  his  Majefty, 
with  all  humility  on  my  part,  that 
though  I  have  reafoa  to  complain 
heavily  of  his  Majefty's  Minillers, 
my  mind  is  deeply  impreffed,  as  it 
ever  has  been,  with  a  fenfe  of  duty, 


refpedl,  and  afFeflion  to  his  royal 
perfon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

&c. 
7he  Right  Hon.  Charles  "Jenhrnfortt 
Secretary  at  War. 

[No.  8.] 
War-Ojjice,   Oil.  22,    1779. 
S  I  R, 
I  have  the  honour  to  acknow- 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your    letter, 
dated  the  17th  inHant,  and  to  ac- 
quaint  you,  that  1  took    the  firfl 
opportunity  of  laying  it  before  the 
King. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
C.  Jenkinson. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyney 
&c.   &c.   S<x, 

Admiralty  Office,  Oil.  12,  1 779. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Pearfon,  of 
his  Majeily's  ihip  Serapis,  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  Copy,  was  yefterday 
received  at  this  Office  : 

Pallas,  French  Frigate,  in  Congrefs 
Service.    Texel,  0^.6,  1779. 

S  I  R, 

OU  will  be  pleafed  to  inform 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  23d  ult. 
being  clofe  in  with  Scarborough, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  a  boat  came 
on  board  with  a  letter  from  the 
bailiffs  of  that  corporation,  giving 
information  of  a  flying  fquadron  of 
the  enemy's  (hips  being  on  the 
coaft,  and  of  a  part  of  the  faid 
fquadron  having  been  feen  from 
thence  the  day  before,  Handing  to 
the  fouthward.  As  foon  as  1  re- 
[U]  3  ceived 
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ceived  this  intelligence,  I  made  the 

fignal  for  the  convoy  to  bear  down 

under  my  lee,  and  repeated  it  with 

two  guns ;  notwlthftanding  which, 

the  van  of  the   convoy  kept  their 

wind,  with  all   fail  ftretching  out 

to  the  fouthward.  from  under  Flam- 
borough  Head,  till  between  twelve 

and  one,    when    the    headmoft  of 

them  got  fi^htof  the  enemy's  (hips, 

which  were  then  in  chace  of  them  ; 

they  then   tacked,  and   made   the 

beft  of  their  way  under  the  fhore 

for    Scarborough,  &c.    letting  fly 

their  top-gallant  Iheets,  and  firing 

guns ;   upon  which  I  made  all  the 

fail  I  could  to  windward,  to  get 

between  the  enemy's  ihips  and  the 

convoy,  which  I  foon  efFefted.    At 

one  o'clock   we  got  fight  of  the 

enemy's  fliips  from  the  maft-head, 

and    about    four   we  made    them 

plain    from  the  deck  to  be    three 

large  (hips  and  a  brig  ;  upon  which 

I  made  the  Countefs  of  Scarbo- 
rough's fignal  to  join  me,  fhe  be- 
ing in  fhore  with  the  convoy  :  at 
the  fame  time  I  made  the  fignal 
for  the  convoy  to  make  the  bell  of 
their  way,  and  repeated  the  fignal 
with  two  guns :  I  then  brought  to, 
to  let  the  Countefs  of  Scarborough 
come  up,  and  cleared  fhip  for 
aftion.  At  half  paft  five  the 
Countefs  of  Scarborough  joined 
me,  the  enemy's  fhips  then  bear- 
ing down  upon  us,  with  a  light 
breeze  at  S.  S,  W.  at  fix  tacked, 
and  laid  our  head  in  fhore,  in  or- 
der to  keep  our  ground  the  better 
between  the  enemy's  fhips  and  the 
convoy  ;  foon  after  which  we  per- 
ceived the  fhips  bearing  down  upon 
us  to  be  a  two-decked  ihip  and  two 
frigates,  but  from  their  keeping 
end  on  upon  us,  on  bearing  down, 
we  could  not  difcern  what  colours 
they  were  under :  at  about  twenty 
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minutes    paft    feven,    the    largeft 
fhip  of  the  three  brought  to,  on 
cur  larboard  bow,  within  mufquet 
fhot :    I   hailed    him,    and    aflced 
what  fhip  it  was  ;  they  anfwered  in 
Englifh,    the    Princefs    Royal  ;    I 
then  aflced    where  they    belonged 
to;  they  anfwered   evafively ;   on 
which  I  told  them,  if  they  did  not 
anfwer  direftly,  I  would  fire  into 
them  ;  they  then  anfwered  with  a 
fliot,  which  was  inftantly  returned 
with    a  broadude ;  and    after  ex- 
changing two  or  three  broadfides, 
he  backed  his  topfails,  and  drop- 
ped upon  our  quarter  within  piftol- 
fhot,    then    filled    again,    put   his 
helm  [a-weather,    and  run  us  on 
board  upon   our  weather  quarter, 
and   attempted   to  board    us,    but 
being    repulfed,    he   fheered   off; 
upon  which  I  backed  our  top-fails, 
in  order  to  get  fquare  with  him 
again,  which,   as  foon   as  he  ob- 
ferved,  he  then  filled,  put  his  helm 
a-weather,    and   laid    us   athwart 
hawfe  ;    his    mizen    flirouds    took 
our  jib   boom,  which   hung   him 
for  fome  time,  till  it  at  laft  gave 
way,  and   we   dropt  alongfide  of 
each  other,  head  and  ftern,  when 
the   fluke    of   our    fpare    anchor 
hooking  his  quarter,  we  became 
fo   clofe   fore   and    aft,    that  the 
muzzles  of  our  guns  touched  each 
others  fides.     In  this  pofition  we 
engaged  from  half  paft  eight  till 
half  paft  ten  ;  during  which  time, 
from  the  great  quantity  and  variety 
of  combuftible  matters  which  they 
threw  in  upon   our  decks,  chains, 
and  in  fhort  into  every  part  of  the 
fhip,  we  were  on  fire  no  lefs  than 
ten    or    twelve    times  in   different 
parts  of  the  fhip,  and  it  was  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  and  exertion 
imaginable  at  times  that  we  were 
able  to  get  it  extinguilhed.     At 

the 
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the  fame  time  the  largeft  of  the 
two  frigates  kept  failing  round  us 
the  whole  atPiion,  and  raking  us 
fore  and  aft,  by  which  means  flie 
killed  or  wounded  almoil:  every 
man  on  the  quarter  and  main 
decks. 

About  hair  pad  nine,  either 
from  a  hand  grenade  being  thrown 
in  at  one  of  our  lower  deck  ports, 
or  from  fome  other  accident,  a 
cartridge  of  powder  was  fet  on  fire, 
the  flames  of  which  running  from 
cartridge  to  cartridge  all  the  way 
aft,  blew  up  the  whole  of  the  peo- 
ple and  ofiicers  that  were  quartered 
abaft  the  main-maft  ;  from  which 
unfortunate  circumftance  all  thofe 
guns  were  rendered  ufelefs  for  the 
remainder  of  the  adion,  and  I 
fear  the  greateft  part  of  the  people 
will  lofe  their  lives.  At  ten  o'clock 
they  called  for  quarters  from  the 
fhip  atongfide,  and  faid  they  hac^ 
ilruck  :  hearing  this,  I  called  upon 
the  captain  to  know  if  they  had 
flruck,  or  if  he  alked  for  quarters  ; 
but  no  anfvver  being  made,  after 
repeating  my  words  two  or  three 
times,  I  called  for  the  boarders, 
and  ordered  them  to  board,  which 
they  did;  but  the  moment  they 
were  on  board  her,  they  difcovered 
a  fuperior  rumoer  laying  under 
cover  with  pikes  in  their  hands 
ready  to  receive  them  ;  on  which 
our  people  retreated  inftantly  into 
our  own  fhip,  and  returned  to 
their  guns  again  till  paft  ten,  when 
the  frigate  coming  acrnfs  our  Hern, 
and  pouring  her  broadilde  into  us 
again,  without  cur  being  oble  to 
bring  a  gun  to  bear  on  her,  I 
found  it  in  vain,  and  in  ihort  im- 
prafticable,  from  the  fituation  we 
were  in,  to  (land  out  any  longer 
with  the  lead  profpect  of  fuccefs ; 
I  therefore  Ilruck,  (our  main  mail 


at  the  fame  time  went  by  the 
board.)  The  firft  lieutenant  and 
myfelf  were  immediately  efcorteJ 
into  the  fhip  alongfide,  when  we 
found  her  to  be  an  American  (hip 
of  war,  called  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  of  40  guns  and  375  men, 
commanded  by  Captain  Paul  Jones; 
the  other  frigate  which  engaged 
us,  to  be  the  Alliance,  of  40 
guns,  and  300  men  ;  and  the  third 
frigate  which  engaged  and  took  the 
Countcfs  of  Scarborough,  alter  two 
heurs  aiVion,  to  be  the  Pallas,  a 
French  fiigate  of  32  guns,  and 
275  men  ;  the  Vengeance,  an 
armed  brig  of  12  guns,  and  70 
men  ;  all  in  Congrels  fervice,  and 
under  the  command  of  Paul  Jones. 
They  fitted  out  and  failed  from 
Port  I'Orient  the  latter  end  of 
July,  and  came  north  about ;  they 
have  on  board  300  Englifh  pri- 
foriers,  which  they  have  taken  in 
different  vefFels  in  their  way  round, 
fince  they  left  France,  and  have 
ranfomed  fome  others.  On  my 
going  on  board  the  Ben  Homme 
Richard,  I  found  her  in  the  great- 
ell  didrefs ;  her  quarters  and  coun- 
ter on  the  lower  deck  entirely 
drove  in,  and  the  whole  of  her 
lower  deck  guns  difmounted  ;  (lie 
was  alfo  on  fire  in  two  places,  and 
fix  or  feven  feet  water  in  her  hold, 
which  kept  increafing  upon  them 
all  night  and  the  next  day,  till 
they  were  obliged  to  quit  her,  and 
Ihe  funk,  with  a  great  number  of 
her  wounded  people  on  board  her. 
She  had  306  m,en  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  a£lion  ;  our  lofs  ia 
the  Serapis  was  alfo  very  great. 
My  officers  and  people  in  general 
behaved  well,  and  I  fhould  be 
very  remlfs  in  my  attention  to  their 
merit  were  I  to  omit  recommend- 
ing the  remains  of  them  to  their 
[U]  4  lordfhips 
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lordihips  favour.  I  muft  at  the 
fame  time  beg  leave  to  inform  their 
lordfliips,  that  Captain  Piercy,  in 
the  Countefs  of  Scarborough,  was 
not  in  ihe  leall  remifs  in  his  duty, 
he  having  given  me  every  afiiHance 
in  his  power,  and  as  much  as 
could  be  expeiled  from  fuch  a  ihip, 
in  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Pallas,  a  frigate  of  32  guns,  dur- 
ing the  whole  aftioii. 

I  am  extremely  forry  for  the 
misfortune  chat  has  happened,  that 
of  lofing  his  Mjelly's  fhip  I  had  the 
honour  to  command  ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  I  flatter  my-foif  with 
the  hopes,  that  their  lordfhips  will 
be  convinced  that  fhe  has  not  been 
given  away  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  every  exertion  has  been  ufcd 
to  defend  her;  and  that  two  eflen- 
tial  pieces  of  fcrvice  to  oar  country 
liave  ariien  from  ic ;  the  one  in 
wholly  overfctting  the  cruize,  and 
intentions  of  tliis  flying  fquadron  ; 
the  other  in  refcuing  the  whole  of 
a  valuable  convoy  from  falling  inc'o 
the  hands  of  the  enemv,  which 
mufi:  have  been  the  cafe  had  I  acted 
any  otherwife  than  I  did.  We 
have  been  driving  about  in  the 
North  Sea  eve;-  fince  tlie  aftion, 
endeavouring  to  make  to  any  port 
we  poliibiy  could,  but  have  not 
been  able  to  gi-t  into  any  place 
till  to-day  we  arrived  in  the 
Texel. 

Herewith  I  inclofe  you  the  moil 
exacTl;  ]i!l:  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed I  have  2s  yet  been  a'r>!e  10  pro- 
Cure,  £roni  my  people  being  dif- 
pcrfed  amorglt  ttie  diff-rent  fiiips, 
and  having  been  refufed  permiffion 
to  niuiler  thr  m  •  there  are,  I  find, 
many  more,  both  killed  and  wound- 
ed, than  appears  on  the  inclofed  lift, 
but  their  raraes  a-  yet  I  find  im- 
poffibi'v'   CO  iilcerciin  ;  a§  foon  as  I 
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pofTibly  can,  ftiall  give  their  lord* 
fliips  a  full  account  of  the  whole. 
1  am,   Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, ' 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 
R.  Pearson. 

P.  S.  I  am  refufed  permiflion  to 
wait  on  Sir  jofeph  Yorke,  and 
even  to  go  on  Ihore. 

Ahjlrall  of  the  Ujl  of  killed  and 
vjounded. 
Killed  49. — Wounded  68. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  George, 
of  the  Rambler  Cutter,  to  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  gi'ving  an  Ac" 
count  of  an  Engagement  bet'Vjeen 
his  MajeJIy's  Ship  the  ^ehec,  anti 
a  French  Frigate  of  forty  Guns, 

SI  R, 

BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
that  on  Wednefdsy  the  6ch  in- 
ftatit,  being  then  in  company  with 
his  Msjefty's  fnip  Quebec,  Uihant 
bearing  fouth  15  leagues,  at  day 
break  we  difcovered  three  fail  to 
leeward  ,in  the  S.  W,  quarter. 
Captain  Farmer  made  the  fignal 
for  the  Rambler  to  come  under  his 
ller-n,  which  I  obeyed  ;  he  then 
a&ed  me  what  I  thought  of  them; 
I  told  him  a  ihip,  a  cutter,  and  a 
Dutch  hoy:  he  replied,  he  would 
go  down  an.«!  fee  what  they  were, 
and  ordered  me  to  keep  cloie  to 
him.  At  half  paft  eight  we  plains 
ly  perceived  two  of  them  to  be  a 
large  French  frigate  and  a  cutter  : 
at  nine  the  enemy's  frigate  began 
to  fire  at  the  Quebec,  but  at  coo 
great  a  diftance  to  do  any  execu» 
tion.  At  ten  the  Quebec,  being 
within  point  blank  fhot  of  the  ene- 
my, hoifted  her  colours,  and  re- 
turned their  fire,  ftill  edging  down 

(o 
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to  come  to  a  clofe  engagement  till 
fliewas  alongfide  theFrench  frigate. 
I  immediately  hoifted  my  colours, 
and  ftood  in  between  the  French 
frigate  and  the  cutter,  with  an  in- 
tent to  cut  her  ofF  from  her  con- 
fort,  and  bring  her  to  a  clofe  en- 
gagement, which  I  effetSed ;  and 
began  to  engage  her  at  eleven 
o'clock  clofe  alongfide;  (I  then 
found  her  fbrce  to  be  fixteen  fix- 
pounders,  and  full  of  men ;)  we 
continued  to  engage  her  in  the 
fame  pofitioii  till  within  a  few  mi- 
nutes of  two  o'clock,  when  (he  fet 
all  the  fail  fhe  could  croud,  and 
bore  from  us,  we  not  having  had 
the  luck  to  carry  away  any  thing 
material ;  and  the  Rambler,  hav- 
ing her  gaff  fhot  away,  her  top- 
mall  fliot  through,  the  top -fail 
hallyards,  and  moll  of  her  Handing 
and  running  rigging  gone,  and 
the  niainfail  rendered  unfervice- 
able,  was  incapable  of  following 
her  with  any  hopes  of  coming  up 
with  her ;  at  the  fame  time  feeing 
both  the  frigates  difmailed,  and 
the  Quebec  take  fire,  I  endeavour- 
ed to  get  as  near  the  Qnebec  as 
pofiible,  in  hopes  of  faving  fome 
of  her  men  ;  but  there  being  but 
little  wind,  and'  a  large  fwell, 
found  I  could  affiil  her  no  other 
way  but  by  hoilling  out  our  boat. 
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which  I  eifedled,  and  fent  the 
mailer  and  five  men  armed  in  her, 
who  picked  up  one  mailer's  mate, 
two  young  midfhipmen,  and  four- 
teen more  of  the  Quebec's  people, 
the  enemy's  frigate  at  the  fame 
time  firing  at  the  boat*.  As  the 
Rambkr  was  a  coniiderable  dif- 
tance  to  leeward  of  the  Qnebec,  I 
thought  it  would  be  in  vain  to  fend. 
a  fecond  time. 

I  want  words  fufficient  to  de- 
fcribe  the  noble  gallant  manner  of 
Captain  Farmer's  engaging  the 
enemy  for  upwards  of  three  hours 
and  an  half,  that  he  lay  alongfide 
the  frigate,  which  carried  twenty- 
eight  eighteen- pounders  on  her 
main  deck,  and  twelve  guns  on 
her  quarter  deck  and  forecaftle. 
The  Quebec  continued  burning 
very  fiercely,  with  her  colours  fly- 
ing, till  fix  o'clock,  when  fhe 
blew  up.  I  am  much  afraid,  from 
the  report  of  Mr.  William  Moore, 
one  of  the  mailer's  mates  of  the 
Qnebec,  that  Captain  Farmer,  and 
his  officers  that  were  alive  when 
he  left  the  Quebec,  fliared  the 
fate  of  the  fhip. 

I  beg  leave,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  recommend  to  you.  Sir,  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Rambler, 
who  did  every  thing  that  might  be 
expedled  from  Englifhmen.     1  am 


*  We  are  hapny  in  taking  this  opportunity  of  doing  that  juftice  to  the  cha-i 
rafter  of  a  hravs  and  humane  enemy,  which  their  conduiR:  on  this  occafion  de- 
mands at  our  hands.  The  circumftance  mentioned  in  Lieut.  George's  letter 
of  the  Frencli  fiigate's  firing  upon  our  boat,  is  fuppoled  to  have  arifen  fiom  the- 
guns  of  the  Quebec,  i'ome  of  which  it  is  probable  might  have  gone  off  during 
the  time  fhe  was  burning.  However  that  may  be,  the  miftake  in  Mr.  George's 
account  has  hnce  been  fufficiently  proved  by  the  concurrent  teitimony  of  a 
number  of  the  men,  and  fome  officers,  belonging  to  the  Qu^ebec,  who  all  owed 
their  lives  to  the  a6live  humanity  of  the  French,  and  were  afterwards  treated 
by  them  with  the  utmofl  tendernefs  and  kindnefs  ;  notwithftanding  their  own 
extreme  forenefs  and  diftrefs  at  the  tim.e,  with  a  fhip  nearly  reduced  to  a  wreck, 
a  majority  of  their  people  killed  or  wountled,  and  their  brave  captain  in  the  ago- 
nies of  death,  who  fpent  li'.s  laft  breath  in  declaring  the  pleafure  he  received 
lisui  having  fuch  an  i'ppanv.nity  of  exercifiug  his  benevolence, 

happy 
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happy  to  fay  our  lofs  confifls  of 
only  one  man  who  has  loll  his  leg, 
the  pilot  fliot  through  the  arm  wich 
a  muiket  ball,  and  feveral  fiightly 
wounded,  as  the  enemy  aimed  at 
our  marts  and  rigging,  in  which 
they  fucceeded  too  well.  From 
the  cutter's  not  returning  the  lire 
for  two  or  three  broadfides  before 
ihe  bore  away,  and  feeing  but  few 
men  on  her  decks,  I  conclude  flie 
fuiFered  confiderably. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  mod:  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

James  George. 


Account  of  the  Trial  of  Mr.  Stratton, 
and  the  other  Meinbers  of  the 
Cou?tcil  of  M^idrafs,  'ivho  depofed 
end  imprifoned  their  iio'vernor, 
the  late  Lord  Pigot,  and  nvere 
frofecuted  for  the  faid  Offence,  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  hy 
the  Attorney  General,  in  confe- 
qttence  of  an  /Iddrefs  of  the  Houfe 
cf  Comtnons  to  his  Majefy  for  that 
Purpofe. 

TH  E  ti'ial  began  before  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Earl 
of  Mansfield  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  Weftminfter  Hall,  on  Mon- 
day, December  20th,  early  in  the 
morning,  and  lalled  till  two  the 
next  morning. 

The  Attorney  General  flated 
the  fafls  on  which  the  profecution 
was  founded  in  a  moll  pathetic 
and  eloquent  fpeech.  The  prin- 
cipal points  he  infilled  uponMn 
fupport  of  the  profecution  were — 
Firjl,  that  Lord  Pigot  was  fent 
from  England  by  the  Eall  India 
Company  with  exprefs  inflrudlions 
to  reftore   the  Raja  of  Tanjore. 


Secondly,  That  the  whole  Ccunci!, 
on  his  arrival  at  Madrafs,  and  for 
fome  time  after,  (in  the  year 
1775)  were  unanimous  in  their 
rcfolutions  to  carry  thefe  inftruc- 
tions  into  execution;  but  that  af- 
terwards a  dilTention  arofe,  owing 
to  fome  of  the  members  of  the 
council  efpoufing  the  intereft  of 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  his  fon, 
who  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  reilo- 
ration  of  the  Raja.  Thirdly,  That 
Lord  Pigot  was  under  a  neceflity 
to  fufpend  Mr.  Stratton  and  Mr. 
Brooke,  (two  of  the  defendants) 
in  virtue  of  his  authority  as  Prefi- 
dent,  that  he  might  not  be  ob- 
flrudled  by  them  in  the  execution 
of  the  Company's  command. 
Fourthly,  That  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Benfield  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  to  a  crop  on  the  lands  of 
Tanjore,  fown  by  the  Nabob  and 
mortgaged  to  Benfield,  was  a  frau- 
dulent claim,  calculated  to  foment 
divifions  in  the  council  and  to  op- 
pofe  Lord  Pigot  in  his  govern- 
ment. This  he  endeavoured  to 
prove  from  the  improbability  that 
Benfield,  a  private  perfon  of  little 
or  no  property,  fliould  have  been 
able  to  advance  fo  large  a  fum  as 
the  claim  amounted  to,  even  al- 
lowing him  very  confiderable  pro- 
fits :  for  his  demand  was  250,0001. 
Fifthly,  He  proved  that  the  defen- 
dants figned  an  order  for  taking 
his  Lordfhip  into  cuflody,  and  or- 
dered Colonel  Stuart,  who  arreft- 
ed  him,  to  inform  his  Lordfhip, 
that  his  life  fiiould  anfwer  any  re- 
fiftance  to  their  orders  ;  from 
which  he  drew  an  inference,  that 
affaflination  was  intended  in  cafe 
of  refinance.  F/k^/Zj',  He  enquir- 
ed by  what  authority  this  violent 
revolution  had  been  accomplifhed. 
He  admitted  that  the  majority  of 

the 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.     [315 


the  council  afTenting  to,  or  put- 
ting a  negative  upon,  a  queflion, 
exercifed  a  legal  power  ;  but  it 
did  not  follow,  if  the  Governor 
adted  wrong  in  not  putting  a  quef- 
tion,  which  in  the  fenfe  of  the 
majority  he  ought  to  have  put, 
that  they  had  a  legal  power  ro 
imprifon  him  ;  gentler  meafures 
might  have  been  adopted  ;  he  was 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try, but  not  to  any  afTumed  autho- 
rity of  his  council.  Upon  the 
whole,  however,  he  juftified  the 
conduft  of  Lord  Pigot,  though  ar- 
bitrary, upon  this  ground,  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  execute  the  com- 
mifllon  he  had  received  from  the 
Company,  by  reftoring  the  R.aja 
of  Tanjore  at  all  events. 

The  poftillion  who  drove  Lord 
Pigot's  chaife  when  he  was  arreft- 
ed,  and  Colonel  Monckton,  his 
Lord/hip's  fon-in-law,  were  pro- 
duced as  evidence  of  the  arrefl 
and  confinement ;  but  as  the 
crown  lawyers  on  the  one  hand 
admitted  the  fafts  alledged  by  the 
defendants  concerning  Lord  Pigot's 
proceedings  in  council;  and  the 
defendants  on  the  other  avowed 
the  arrefl:  and  confinement  of  his 
Lordfhip,  no  verbal  evidence  was 
neceffary.  But  a  great  load  of 
written  evidence  was  eiTential  to 
fupport  the  profecution,  becaufe  it 
turned  upon  the  policive  inftruc- 
tions  given  by  the  Company  to 
Lord  Pigot.  The  reading  of  thefe 
papers,  containing  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  the  Company  and 
Lord  Pigot,  with  other  documents, 
was  exeeffively  tedious,  and  took 
up  feveral  hours. 

Mr.  Dunning  began  the  defence 
of  his  clients  at  about  eight  in  the 
evening  ;  and  in  the  moil  maiterly 
pleading  that  was  ever  exhibited 


in  a  weak  caufe,  difplayed  abili- 
ties and  attachment  to  the  intereft 
of  his  clients  that  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  bell.  After  notic- 
ing the  paflion  and  prejudice  which 
had  influenced  the  minds  of  men 
in  general  with  refpeft  to  the  death, 
of  Lord  Pigot ;  he  cleared  the  de- 
fendants to  the  fatisfaflion  of  every 
one  prefent,  from  the  imputation 
of  aiming  at  his  life,  and  from  all 
felfifn  motives.  He  then  gave  a 
detail  of  the  arbitrary  proceedings 
of  Lord  Pigot  in  the  council  ;  and 
in  other  adts  of  his  government; 
fuch  as  his  fufpenlion  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Fletcher,  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  troops,  &c.  From 
thefe  inftances  of  extravagant  be- 
haviour he  adduced  the  political 
neceflity  of  removing  him  from 
the  government,  all  public  bufi- 
nefs  being  at  a  Hand. 

He  alfo  endeavoured  to  fhow 
that  he  had  exercifed  powers  not 
veiled  in  him  by  the  Company  ; 
and  he  finally  relied  the  defence 
of  his  clients  on  the  approbation 
which  the  fupreme  council  of  Ben- 
gal had  exprefled  in  writing,  of 
their  proceedings.  Mr.  Dunning 
did  not  fit  down  till  near  twelve 
o'clock. 

The  Attorney  General  made 
only  two  obfervations  on  the  de- 
fence, 'viz.  that  the  Company's 
appointment  of  Lord  Pigot  for  the 
fpecial  purpofe  of  reftoring  the 
Raja  had  not  been  attempted  to 
be  denied,  therefore  he  flood  jufti- 
fied in  refifting  every  delay,  every 
oppofition  of  that  meafure ;  and 
that  the  defendants,  though  Mr. 
Benfield  was  in  court,  had  not 
thought  proper  to  call  upon  him, 
fo  well  convinced  were  they  that 
the  fole  caufe  of  all  the  diftur- 
bances  was  that  gentleman's  pre- 
tended 
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tended  clajrn  :  it  fliowed  plainly, 
the  appreheniions  they  were  under 
that  the  truth  would  coaie  out  if 
he  was  examined. 

Lord  Mansfield,  about  half  after 
one  in  the  morning,  fummed  up 
the  whole  matter  very  concifely, 
obferving,  that  the  indiclment  was 
laid  on  live  counts  cr  charges  ; 
two  for  illegal  afiumption  of  go- 
vernment, and  three  for  imprifon- 
ing  the  governor  ;  but  they  diiFer- 
ed  very  little,  for  if  the  defendants 
could  be  juflified  in  the  one,  it 
we;it  a  great  way  to  juftify  them 
in  the  other.  Three  quefiions 
were  for  the  jury  to  confider  ;  ift. 
What  is  the  conftitution  of  the 
government  of  Madrafs  ?  2d, 
Whether  Lord  Pigot  had  fubverted 
that  conilitiuion  ?  3dlv,  Whether 
fuch  conduit  of  Lord  Pigot  a- 
mountcd  to  a  juftilication  of  the 
fubfequent  condudl  of  the  defen- 
dants ? 

As  to  the  firft,  his  Lordfliip 
faid,  it  appeared,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  was  veiled 
in  the  Prelident  and  Council,  or 
a  majoiitv  of  them  legally  fum- 
moned  and  ajiemblcd,  whether  the 
PrefiJent  was  of  the  majority  or 
minority,  he  having  only  the  be- 
nefit of  his  calling  vote  in  cafe  of 
equality  ;  but  the  governor  being 
an  integral  part  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  Council  without  him 
was  imperfedt  and  incompetent. 
Jie  had  it  in  his  power  to  adjourn 
at  any  time,  or  withdraw  himfelf 
from  the  meeting,  and  then  would 
rnd  the  bufinefs  for  that  time, 
until  they  were  again  regularly 
convened. 

Therefore  as  to  the  fecond 
quei^ion.  Lord  Pigot's  conduft  on 
negativing  a  queftion  regularly  be- 
fore the  board,  and  fupported  by 


a  majority,  and  fufpending  two 
members  by  his  own  authority,  for 
iigniiig  what  they  had  voted  for, 
and  what  the  other  four  were 
ready  to  fign  alfo,  having  all  pre- 
vioufly  declared  their  intentions, 
was  certainly  violent,  illegal,  and 
unjuftiiiable. 

And  this  leads  to  the  third 
queftion  as  to  the  juftilication. 
Here  his  Lordlhip  expreirt;d  feme 
anxiety  about  giving  his  opinion 
upon  fuch  a  new  and  unprece- 
dented cafe.  He  adverted  to  cafes 
offeree  and  neceffity  here  in  Eng- 
land, which  are  cognisable  and 
determinable  by  a  jury  only.  Iti 
the  cafe  of  external  force  compe*- 
ling  a  man  to  an  unlawful  ad, 
the  man's  will  does  not  go  along 
with  the  adion  ;  he  is  therefore  ' 
not  culpable.  In  the  cafe  of  na- 
tural neceffity,  a  man  driven  in 
felf-defence  to  comniit  homicide,' 
cr  other  unavoidable  ad,  is  not 
culpable  :  but  of  both  thefe  cafes 
a  jury  alone  can  decide. 

His  Lordfliip  could  put  the  affair 
at  Madrafs  on  no  other  footing 
that  that  of  a  civil  necefTuy,  or 
ftate  necefnty.  If  the  jury  could 
confider  this  civil  necelfity  the  ma- 
jority were  under  tantamount  to 
a  natural  neceffity,  it  would  be  a 
juftification.  To  decide  this,  they 
might  take  into  confideration  the 
critical  lituation  they  were  in^ 
from  the  violent  proceedings  of 
the  governor:  he  had  fufpended 
two  of  the  fenior  council  ;  he 
might  poffibly  proceed  to  fufpend 
the  other  four  ;  he  had  alfo  order- 
ed one  of  their  number  to  be  ar- 
refted  on  a  charge  of  mutiny,  that 
pointed  at  his  life.  In  fuch  a  iica- 
ation  it  was  difficult  to  ad  :  but  at 
the  fame  time  they  began  their 
own  adminiftration  with  an  illegal 

ad, 
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aft,  that  of  fufpcnding   three    of  demand  a  reparation  as  public  as 

the   members   who   voted    againll  hath  been  the  offence,  and  wliich 

them.'  mull:  give  the  lie  to  the  expreffion 

His  Lordfhip  faid  It  was  for  the  you  have  ufed.     I  (hould  not  have 

jury  to  exerciie  their  judgment  on  delayed   this  demand   fo   long,  if 

thefe   three  quellions,   and  if  they  yonr  letter  had  reached  me  fooner; 
found   luiHcicnt  matter   to  juftify  'obliged  to  be  abfent  a  few  days,  I 

the  afTumption  of  government  out  hope   to   find   your  anfvver  at  my 

cf  the  hands  of  the  governor,  the  return.     M.  Gimot,  a  French  of- 

fame  would  go  to  jullify  his  im-  ficer,  will   fettle  on  my  part  the 

prifonnient ;  and  as  no  aggravat-  time  and  place  of  our  meeting,  to 

iiig  circumilances  were  infilled  on  fuit  your  Lordlhip's  convcnicncy. 

by    the    profecutors,    the-;'   would  I  doubt  not  but,  for  the  honour  of 
then    acquit    the    defendants  :    if    his  countryman.  General  Clinton 

ocherwife,    they  would  find   them  will  attend  you  to  the  field. 

guiky.  As  to  me,  my  Lord,   it  is  in- 

His  Lordfhip  quitted  the  court  different  who  attends  you,  provid- 

cxaclly  at  two  ;  and  the  jury,  after  ed  that,  to  the  glory  of  being  a 

withdrawing  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Frenchman,  I  join  that  of  proving 

brought  m  their  verdid,  finding  to  a  gentleman   of  your  country. 


the  defendants  Guilfy. 


Copy  of  the  Challenge  fcnt  hy  the 
.Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  the 
Earl  of  Carlille,  and  the  EarVs 
/hij-i.vcr. 

To  the  Earl  of  Carlifle. 

Did    not  imagine,    my  Lord, 
that  I  ever  Ihould   have  had 


that  no  one  dares  to  infult  mine 
with  impunity. 
(Signed) 

La  Fayette. 

To  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette. 
S  I  R, 

I  HAVE  received  your  lettef 
tranfmitted  to  me  from  M.  Gimot, 
and  I  confefs  I  find  it  difficult  to 
return  a  ferioHS  anfwer  to  its  con- 


any  tranlaiStions  but  with  your  ge-  tents.  The  only  one  that  can  be 
ncrals,  and  e.xpeded  not  the  ho-  e.xpeded  from  me  as  the  King's 
nour  of  feeing  them  but  at  the  Comniiflioner,  and  which  you 
head  of  the  armies  which  they  re-  ought  to  have  known,  is,  that  I 
fpcrtively  command.  Your  letter  do,  and  ever  fhall,  confider  myfelf 
of  the  26th  of  Auguft  to  the  Con-  ,  folely  refponfible  to  my  Country 
grefs  of  the  United  States,  and  and  King,  and  not  to  any  indi- 
ihe  terms  cf  infult  refpefiing  my  vidual,  for  my  public  conduft  and 
country,  to  which  you  have  figned  language.  As  for  any  opinion  or 
your  name,  is  the  lole  caufe  of  my  exprefiions  contained  in  any  publi- 
having  any  thing  now  to  fettle  cations  ilfued  under  the  commif- 
with  your  Lordlhip.  I  deign  not  fion  in  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  refute  the  afperfion,  but  i  de-  to  be  named,  unlefs  they  are  re- 
fire  to  punilh  it.  It  is  from  you,  traded  in  public,  you  may  be  al- 
as chief  of  the  commiflion,  that  I  fured  I  Ihail  never,  in  any  change 

of 


Os 
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of  fituation,  be  difpofed  to  give 
an  account  of  them,  much  lefs 
rccal  them  in  private. 

The  injury  alluded  to  in  the 
correfpondence  of  the  King's 
Commiffioners  to  the  Congrefs,  I 
mull  remind  you,  is  not  of  a  pri- 
vate nature  ;  and  I  conceive  all 
national  difputes  will  be  bell  de- 
cided by  the  meeting  of  Admiral 
Byron  and  Count  d'Eilaign. 
(Signed) 

Carlisle. 
Nenu  Tork,  Qilcler  li,  177B. 


Some  Account  of  Matthiefon,  lately 
executed  for  forging  the  Notes  of 
the  Bank. 

JOHN  Matthiefon  was  born  at 
Gretna-Green,  (a  rioted  place 
in  Scotland  fince  pafling  the  Eng-^ 
lifh  marriage  atl).  His  father  was 
a  mill  Wright,  and  accounted  an 
ingenious  mechanic  ;  nor  was  the 
fon's  mechanical  genius  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  than  that  of  his  father. 
From  the  knowledge  he  had  in 
millwork,  he  attained  the  art  of 
making  clocks,  and  by  that,  and 
cleaning  and  repairing  watches, 
lie  was  enabled,  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  to  fupport  his  mother, 
his  filler,  and  himfelf.  But  his 
mind  was  reillefs,  and  ever  thirft- 
ing  after  improvement.  Not  con- 
tent with  what  he  had  learned, 
which  produced  him  only  a  bare 
competency,  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with  an  engraver,  a  loofe,  dif- 
iipated  young  man,  whofe  extra- 
vagance often  reduced  him  to 
great  flraits.  With  this  youth  he 
cultivated  a  feeming  friendfliip  ; 
and,  from  a  conllant  attendance, 
and  clofe  attention  to  him  when 
at  work,  he  Hole  from  him  that 


art,  which,  though  it  might  have 
enriched  him  by  an  honeft  appli- 
cation, proved  his  ruin,  by  con- 
verting it  to  a  moil  iniquitous  pur- 
pofe. 

It  has  been  infinuated  by  fome 
that  this  youth  was  an  accomplice 
at  his  lirfl  fetting  out,  and  that 
both  were  connefted  in  forging  the 
notes  of  the  Darlington  Bank  ; 
but  nothing  of  that  kind  has  fuice 
appeared,  and  therefore  unworthy 
to  be  beUeved . 

To  the  art  of  engraving,  Mat- 
thiefon had  added  a  particular  fa- 
cility in  tracing  lines,  infomuch 
that  he  could  take  off  the  hand- 
writing of  any  man  with  fuch  ex- 
aftnefs  as  even  to  deceive  the  wri- 
ter himfelf. 

Tempted  by  thefe  acquirements, 
fo  flattering  to  his  notions  of  fud- 
denly  becoming  rich,  his  firft  ex- 
periment, as  before  obferved,  was 
made  on  the  5I.  notes  of  the  Dar- 
lington Bank  ;  but  of  thefe,  be- 
ing of  fmall  value  and  quick  cir- 
culation, though  currently  nego- 
tiated, he  could  make  no  very 
confiderable  advantage  ;  and  being 
but  a  young  beginner,  and  not 
over-cautious  in  palling  his  notes, 
a  difcovery  was  foon  made  by  the 
banks  that  their  notes  were  forg- 
ed, and  Matthiefon  was  fufpetled 
of  being  the  forger.  He  was  even 
defcribed,  and  a  reward  offered 
for  his  apprehenfion  ;  which,  how- 
ever, he  found  means  to  elude  by 
■travelling  into  Scotland,  where, 
there  is  reafon  to  fufpeft,  he  forg- 
ed the  notes  of  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Edinburgh,  traverfed  that  coun- 
try, and  negotiated  them  ;  till, 
direfting  his  route  by  the  the 
vveftern  road  of  Glafgow,  where 
he  was  unknown,  he  found  means 
to  arrive  at  London  undifcovercd. 

Here 
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Here  he  procured  very  creditable 
apartments,  where  he  lived  for 
fome  time  retired  and  unfufpe£led. 

In  all  his  peregrinations  he 
feems  to  have  paid  great  attention 
to  his  lilkr  ;  to  whom,  however, 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  im- 
parted the  fecret  of  his  fraud. 

His  lodgings  were  over-againft 
Arundel-ftreet,  in  the  Strand,  in 
a  creditable  family,  to  whom  he 
pafied  for  a  watch-maker  come  to 
London  for  improvement.  In 
thefe  lodgings  he  behaved  with 
great  regularity  and  fobriety,  of- 
ten retired  by  himfelf  in  the  day, 
and  often  talked  with  the  people 
in  the  Ihop  as  he  pafl'ed  and  re- 
paired, and  appeared  in  every  re- 
fpeft  as  an  unexceptionable  cha- 
rafter.  His  filter,  indeed,  appear 
ed  but  mean,  the  landlord  faid, 
for  a  perfon  that  took  an  apart- 
ment at  15s;  a  week. 

It  Ihould  feem,  that,  though  his 
mindj   as  he  confeffed,  was  much 
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his  progrefs,  that,  though  he  en- 
tered upon  his  lodgings  on  the  lad 
day  of  February,  he  ha,d  purchafed, 
the  copper,  ground  it,  engraved 
it,  fabricated  the  notes,  printed 
them,  forged  the  water- mark,  and 
negotiated  feveral  of  them,  one  ia 
particular  at  Coventry,  for  which 
he  fufFered,  before  the  12th  of 
March  ;  and  fo  nicely  was  all  this 
performed,  that  the  Banker,  to 
whom  this  laft-mentioned  note  was 
offered  for  change,  made  not  the 
leaft  fcruple  to  receive  it,  though 
he  knew  it  was  prefented  by  a 
perfedl;  ftranger  *. 

It  was,  therefore,  of  the  utmoft 
confequence  to  national  credit, 
that  fo  dangerous  a  villain,  how- 
ever ingenious,  fhould  be  detect- 
ed. It  was  not  enough  for  him  to 
be  mailer  of  counterfeiting  all  the 
external  lines  on  the  face  of  the 
notes  with  a  nicety  which  might 
deceive  even  the  very  clerks  who 
ifTued  the  notes,  but  he  had  ac- 


diflrefied  by  the  confcioufnefs  of    quired  the  very  art  of  counterfeit- 
his  guilt,  yet  that  did  not  wholly     ing  the  internal  mark  of  the  paper 


dellroy  the  aftivitf  of  it  for  iaven- 
tion.  It  is  aftonilbing  to  contem- 
plate the  powers  of  an  inventive 
mind,  when  dire«5ted  either  to 
good  or  evil  purpofes.  Harrifon, 
who  by  a  long  feries  of  deliberate 
ftudy,  effefted  at  laft  a  time-piece 
of  infinite  ufe  to  navigation,  and 
for  which  he  received  the  applaufe 
and  reward  of  his  country,  was 
forty  years  in  eftefting  that  which 
this  man  would  probably  have 
brought  to  perfettion  in  lefs  than 
as  many  months,  had  his  inventive 
powers  been  direfted  to  fo  laudable 
a  purpofc  :  for  fo  rapid  was  he  in 


on  which  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England  are  drawn,  and  of  which 
paper  the  Diredlors  are  fo  choice 
as  not  to  fuffer  a  Iheet  to  be  made, 
if  we  are  rightly  informed,  nor  a 
note  to  be  printed  upon  it,  with- 
out the  attendance  of  a  trufty  per- 
fon or  perfons  to  infpeiSt,  upon 
oath,  the  whole  procefs.  In  this 
was  thought  their  fecurity,  and  it 
had  expoled  every  former  fraud  of 
the  like  kind,  to  immediate  detec- 
tion ;  but  Matthieion's  art  was 
beyond  their  reach  :  he  held  the 
whole  circulation  of  the  Bank  iix 
his  hands  j   for,  had  he  been  fuf- 


*  He  prefented  the  note  to  a  filver-rniidi  at  Coventry,  of  whom  he 
bought  a  pair  of  buckles,  who  carried  it  to  a  Banker's  at  next  door,  and 
got  cafti  for  it. 

fered 
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again  to  have  two  Bank-notes,  one 
for    20I.   and   the   other  for 


fered  to  reign  long,  no  man  could 
have  been  fafe  in  taking  a  Bank- 
note, who  had  not  the  books  of 
the  Bank  to  refort  to.  Even  Mr. 
Geathing,  one  of  the  cafhiers,  be- 
ing afked,  if  he  had  feen  the  name 
fubfcribed  to  the  note  on  which 
the  prifoner  was  convifted,  on  a 
feparate  piece  of  paper,  without  any 
fufpicion  of  forgery,  whether  he 
could  have  fworn  it  was  not  his 
hand-writing,  his  anfwer  was,  / 
do  net  kno^u  that  I  could. 

His  firft  care,  after  he  was  fet- 
tled in  his  lodgings,  was  to  pro- 
cure a  fair  20I.  note,  which  he 
went  to  the  Bank  for  himfelf ;  for 
he  was  cautious  of  trufting  even 
his  filler  with  any  of  his  affairs. 
Having  got  this  for  a  pattern,  he 
next  applied  to  a  brazier,  and  had 
two  pieces  of  copper  cut  exa£lly  to 
the  dimenfions  of  the  plates  ufed 
by  the  Bank.  Thofe  rough  plates 
were  prepared,  as  we  before  ob- 
ferved,  by  himfelf;  and,  as  foon 
as  he  had  completed  the  notes,  he 
pretended  bufinefs  in  the  country, 
and  travelled  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other,  to  negotiate 
them ;  for  the  buckles,  which  he 
boiio-ht  at  Coventry,  were  traced 
and  found  in  Scotland.  All  this 
paffed  without  fufpicion  at  his 
lodgings  :  when  be  went  out,  it 
was  in  the  middle  of  the  day  ; 
and  when  he  came  home,  he  had 
fill  the  appearance  of  a  man  who 
had  been  a  long  journey. 

He  no  fooner  came  home  than 
he  again  applied  to  the  Bank  f  .r 
irt?L\  notes  ;  and  a  circumftance, 
which  very  remotely  led  to  his 
deteftion,  gave  occafion  to  one  of 
the  tellers  of  the  Bank  to  mark 
him.  Hehad  been,  on  the  17th 
of  March,  to  change  a  ten-pound 
note  i  and,  on  the  24th,  he  came 


20I.  and  the  other  for  lol. 
made  out  to  him  for  cafh.  On 
that  day  the  Excife-office  was  pay- 
ing 7000  guineas,  one  of  which 
was  fcrupled.  Matthiefon  looked 
at  it  as  it  lay  at  a  diftance,  and 
faid  it  was  a  good  one.  "  Then," 
faid  the  clerk  on  his  trial,  "  I 
recollefted  him.  I  turned  to  the 
book,  and  faw  I  had  paid  him 
thofe  three  notes,"  [mt-afiing,  n.ve 
fuppo/e,  three  notes  'ivhich  itjcre  pro- 
duced to  identify  the  per/on  of  Mat' 
thiefotil.  But,  probably,  the  turn- 
ing to  the  book  was  a  fubfequent" 
aft,  though  reprefented  in  the 
Seffions-paper  as  an  immediate  in- 
fpeftion,  for  which  there  was  then 
no  caufe. 

How  he  came  to  be  firft  fuf- 
pefted  at  the  Bank,  which  did  not 
happen  till  the  loth  of  April, 
does  not  appear;  but,  it  is  evi« 
dent,  the  fufpicion  was  but  {light- 
ly grounded,  as  the  fame  clerk 
apprehended  and  releafed  him  oa 
the  fame  day,  and  did  not  carry 
him  before  a  magiHate  till  next 
morning,  when,  hearing  he  was 
going  along  Cornhill  with  a  bun- 
dle, he  followed  him,  and  per- 
fuaded  him  to  go  back  with  him 
to  the  Bank  of  England. 

There  is  reafon,  indeed,  to  be- 
lieve that  his  frequent  appearance 
at  the  Bank,  exchanging  notes  of 
10  and  20I.  for  cafh,  and  fome- 
times  taking  out  notes  of  the  fam« 
value,  and  paying  money  for  them, 
might  create  a  fufpicion  that  he 
v/as  fome  way  or  other  connetled 
with  the  perfon  who  counterfeited 
notes  which,  fince  his  full  appear- 
ance thefc,  had  been  prelented  at 
the  Bank,  and  at  firi^  paid  without 
fcruple,  and  probably  would  have 
continued  fo  to  have  been,    had 

not 
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The  following  authentic  Extrafls  f:-om  the  Corn-Regifler,  are  derived 
from  Accounts  collefted  from  the  Cullom-Houre  Books,  and  deli- 
vered to  Mr.  John  James  Cathervvood,  by  Autliority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the  Sluantilies  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from,  and  im- 
ported into,  England  a^id  Scotland,  --tvith  the  Bounties  and  Drauvhacks 
paid,  and  the  Duties  recci-ved  thereon,  for  one  I'ear  ended  the  t^th  of  ^-x- 
nuary,   1780. 

E     X     P     O     R 


1779. 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat  and  "Wheat  Meal 
Wheat  Flour      -     -     - 

Rye 

Barley  .  _  .  -  - 
Malt    ------ 

Oats -     - 

Oatmeal 

Beans  _  -  -  -  - 
Peafe  ------ 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  -  -  -  -  - 
Wheat  Flour  '  -  -  - 
Barley  and  Bear     -     - 

Malt    - 

Oats 

Oatmeal 

Peafe  and  Beans      -     - 


I     M 


1779. 

.ENGLAND. 

Wheat     -     -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

Rye 

Barley     -     -  -  - 

Oats       .      -  -  - 

Oatmeal      -  -  - 

Beans       -     -  -  - 

Peafe      -      -  -  - 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  Flour     -     - 
Oats      -      -      -     - 


Britilh 
Quarters. 

155,00:? 

48,186 

3,162 

4>948 
74,287 
1 1,291 

2.475 
'9'07S 


256-1 
9.239 

937  I 
3,022  > 

219  I 

2,638  I 

897J 
P    O    R 
Quarters. 


3.5081 
1,103 
1,693 
7.085  ' 

331.858  f 
669 

H.591  I 
Z9.154J 


435 
15,984 


TED. 

Foreign 
Quarters. 

7.78O 
1.795 
37 
2,583 

Nil 
5.635 

29 
6,384 
5,106. 


TED. 

Duties 
received. 


C' 


d. 


2,849  '8     7 


139   18  2| 


Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 


£• 


d. 


51,349    2   6  Bo. 


91    I 


2D1 


3,157  Bount, 


The 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchcfler  bufhel,  for  the  year  1779. 


Wheat 
s.     d. 
4    2| 

Rye 

s.      d. 
2       II 

Barley 
/.     d. 

2    5l 

Oats 

s.     d. 

I     9 

Beans 

■  s.     d. 
3     oi 

J^.  B.    The  prices  of  the  fined  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally 
exceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat     Rye       Barley     Oats      Beans. 


per  bufhel,       6d. 


3d. 


6d. 


SUPPLIES 


^1- 


SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament,   foi 
the  Year  1779. 


N  A  V  y. 

Decemeer.  3,   1778. 
I.   '  g  ^ H  A T  70,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea 
J^       fervice,     for    the    year     1779,    including 
17,380  marines. 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  month  per 
man,  be  allowed  for  mair^taining  the  faid  70,000  men, 
for  13  months,  includinji;  ordinance  for  fea  fervice     3,640,000     o     o 
December  17. 

1 .  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay 
to  the  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year  1779  369,882     6     % 

z.  Towards  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of 
Ihips  of  war  ia  his  Majefty's  yards,  and  other  extra- 
works,  over  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for  the 
year  1779  ^19^^'^!     °     ^ 


4,589,069    6     i 

ARMY.  ^ ^ 

December  15. 
t.  That  a  nnmber  of  land  forces,  including  3,213 
•invalids,  amounting  to  30,346  efffftive  men,  com- 
miffioned  and  non-con:im:irioned  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1779. 

z.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  50,346  efteflivS 
men  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefty's 
forces  in  Great  Britain,  jerfey,  and  Guernfey,  for 
the  year  1779  > >  ^33.9ii    iS     6 

3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  ftaff  offi- 
cers in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1779         - —  37,206     8     6~ 

4.  For  maintaining  his  M^jelly's  forces  and  garri- 
fons in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe  in 
garrifon  in  Minorca  and  Gibraltar;  and  for  provifions 
for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  New- 
foundland, Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Iflands,  and  Africa, 

for  the  year  1779 . —  1,103,118    11     o 

m  3  ^ox 
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5.  For  defraying  the  charge  ofthe  difference  of  pay 
between  the  Briti(h  and  Irilh  eftablifhment  of  one  re- 
giment of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments  of  foot, 

ferving  in  North  America,   for  the  year  1779  52,923      i      6 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  five  Hanoverian  re- 
giments of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and  for 
piovificns  for   the  three  battalions  of  the  faid  troops 

at  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1779  56,074   19     4^ 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  [3,472  men  ofthe 
troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Cafi'el,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant 

to  treaty,  for  the  year  1779  • 367,203     9    10 

S.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of 
Hanau,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with 
the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Heffe  CafTel,  for  the  year  1779  35,441      3      Zj 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 
of  Waldeck,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reigning 

Prince  of  Waldeck,  for  the  year  1779  •    •    •       175498     3     2?- 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4300  men,  the 
troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the 

year  1779  _  ■ ^ 93-947   '5     ^ 

11.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  J447  men,  the 
troops  ofthe  Margrave  of  Brandeburgh  Anfpach,  in 
the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy, 

for  the  year  1779 '  '■  39,644   14     3 

12.  To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fums  voted 
for  the  troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandeburgh  An- 
fpach, in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  being  the  charge 
of  an  augmentation  to  the  fald  troops,  from  Nov.  i, 

1777,  to  Dec.  24,   1778  ■  7>9S^  '°  ^'» 

13.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  corps  of  foot  of 
Anhalt  Zerbft,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  parfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reign- 
ing Prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,   for  the  year  1779  16,630   il     9I 

14.  For  defraying  the  cha-ge  of  provifions  for  the 
foreign  troops  ferving  in  North  Amejica,  in  the  pay 

of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1779  — —  48,668     3     9I 

15.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the  fo- 
reign troops  in'ths  pay  of  Great  Britain,  purfuant  to 

treaties,  for  the  year  1779  27^683    14     Q 

16.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  embodied  mili- 
tia of  the  feveral  cijunties  of  South  Britain,  and  of 
three  regiments  of  fencibie  men  in  North  Britain,  for 

the  year  1779  •  610,882      ;     o 

17.  For  defraying  the  ciiarge  ofthe  cloathing  for  the 

embodied  miluiet in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1779         85,760  17     2 

For 
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18.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  additional  compa- 
nies to  the  embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the 

year  1778         S>421    18     6 

19.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  cloathingfor  addi- 
tional companies  to  the  embodied  militia  in  South 

Britain,   for  the  year  1778  — -  2,656     4     o 

20.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  feveral  augmenta- 
tions to  his  Majelly's  forces,  for  the  year  1779  259,713     3     4 

February  23,   1779. 

1.  On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1779  87,703     8     4 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  fe- 
veral private  gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horfe 
guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentle- 
men of  the  four  troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  the  yea ' 
1779  • 628     2   II 

3.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out-pen- 

fioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  for  the  year  1779  103,127   14     2 

March  25. 

1.  For  completing  the  whole  charge  of  the  pay  of 
one  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments  of 
foot,  which  of  late  years  have  been  paid  in  part  of 
the  revenues  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  are  now 

ferving  in  North  America,  for  the  year  1779  6^,ig^   11    lO 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  fenci- 
ble  men,  to  be  forthwith  raifed  in  North  Britain,  for 

the  year  1779  19*584     2     o 

March  29. 
Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of 
his  Majefty's  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred, 
between  the  31ft  Jan.  1778,  and  the  ift  Feb,  1779, 

and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  ■  2,026,137     4    41 

April  22. 

1.  To  make  good  the  charge  of  forming  three  regi- 
ments of  light  dragoons  of  411  men  each,  out  of 
the  light  troops  belonging  to  the  regiments  of  dra- 
goon guards,  and  dragoons  in  Great  Britain,  in- 
cluding the  charge  of  bringing  General  Elliot's  and 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne's  regiments  to  the  like  eita- 

bliihmcnt,  for  the  year  1779  6,246     5     6 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  an  augmentation  to 
a  corps  of  Royal  Highland  emigrants,  ferving  in 
North  America,  from  the  25th  iVIay,  1779,  to  the 
24ih  Dec.  following,  both  days  inclufive,  being  ^14 

days  ■  ■'  ' 4, 1 1 3     6     8 

5,913,081     9     5 
[X}  ^  ORD- 
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ORDNANCE. 
December  15,   1778. 

1,  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  Ordnance  for 

the  land  fervice,   for  the  year  1779  • ■      395,43?    15     4. 

2.  For  d'jfrayino;  the  expence  of  fervices  perform- 
ed by  the  office  of  Ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not 

provided  for  by  j^arliament  in  the  year  1778  5'^^>93S    '3     5 


917,374     8     9 

MISSCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

Februaury  18,   1779. 

1.  To  be  advanced  to  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  merchants  of  England,  trading  into  the  Le- 
vant fea,  to  be  applied  in  afiifiing  the  faid  company 

in  carrying  on  their  trade  ■ ■  — —  5,000     o     o 

2.  For  the  expences  of  the  new  roads  of  commu-  . 
nicaiion,  and  building  bridges,  in  the  Highlands  of 

North  Britain  ■  — —         6>995     o     o 

May  3. 

1.  For  the  augmenlation  of  the  fallaries  of  the 
Puifne  Judges  of  the  covirts  of  King's-bench  and 
Common-pleas,  and  the  Puifne  Barons  of  the  Coif 
of  the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Weilminller,  for  the 
time  being,  in  the  proportion  of  400].   to  each  of 

the  faid  judges  and  barons  in  every  year  3,600     o     o 

2.  For  the  augmentation  of  the  Hilary  of  the  chief 

baron  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  time  being,  per  ann.  500     o     o 

May  6, 

1.  To  make  good  the  fum  ifTued  by  his  Mnjefly's 

orders  in  purfuance  of  the  addreflcs  of  the  Houfe  32,968     2     S 

2.  To  replace  the  fum  iffued  by  his  Majefty's  or- 
ders to  Mr.  Duncan  Campbe'l,  for  the  expence  of 
confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  convi«Els  on 

the  River  Thames  13.5S6     7     o 

May  27. 

1.  To  make  good  the  fum  ifl'ued  by  his  M  ijefty's 
orders,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of 
fundry  American  civil  officers,  and  others  who  have 
fuffered  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  his  M.i- 

jelly's  government  •         60,527     3     6 

For  defraying  expences  attending  general  furveys 
of  his  Majeily's  dominions  in  North  America,  for 
the  year  1779  ■ 2,041     o     o 

2.  To  be  paid  to  Jnmes  Bcrkenhout,  Efq;  and 
Thomas  Clarke  of  the  town  of  Leeds,  dyer,  upon  a 
proper  difcovery  to  be  made  by  them,  for  the  ufe  of 
the.public,  of  their  method  of  dying  fcarlet  and  crim- 

ioa,  as  well  as  other  colours,  on  linnen  and  cottOA  5,000    c    o 

For 
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For  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
euab'ii'hnienrs,  and  other  incidental  expences  at- 
tendine  the  fame  ;  to  wit,  in  America  : 


His  Majefty's  iflard  of  St.  John's  3250I. 

Mis  IVIajelly's  colony  of  Georgia  2900I. 

His  Majefty's  colony  of  Nova  Scotia  4796 1. 

His  Majefly's  colony  of  Eaii  Florida  4950 1. 

H;s  Majelty's  colony  of  Well  Florida  4900 !. 


For  repairing,  maintaining,  and  fupporting  the 
Britilh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coali  of  Africa, 
for  the  year  1780. 


20,796 


13,000    o    o 

164,013     13       2 


LOANS   DISCHARGED. 

December  14,   1778' 

1.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  cut^by  virtue  of  an  aiEi,  paffed  in  the  lafh 
feSon  of  parliament,  intitled,  "  An  aft  for  raifmg 
a  certain  (am.  of  money  by  loans  or  Exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1778,"  and  charg- 
ed on  the  firft  aids  to  be  grartted  in  this  feffion  of 

parliament  .         —  ■  1,500,000     o     o 

2.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  paffcd  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  parliament,  intitled,  "  An  aft  for  ena- 
bling his  Mi\]e{i.y  to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million,  for 
the  ufes  and  pnrpofes  therein  mentioned,"  and 
charged  to  the  firll  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feffion 

of  parliament  — —  i,oco,ooo     o     o 

April  i,   1779. 

For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  paffed  in  the 
lail  feffion  of  parliament,  intitled,  "  An  aft  for 
railing  a  farther  fum  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exche- 
quer bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1778."  500,000     o     o 

For  difcharging  and  paying  off  the  prizes  of  the 
Jottery,  of  the  year  1778  _— ^  —       490,000     o     o 


DEFICIENCIES. 

April  i. 

I.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 

paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 

on   the  5th  July,  1778,  of  the  fund  ellabliihed  for 

paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft   made  in  the 


3,490,000     o     o 


:iil- 
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31ft  year  of  his  late   Majefty,    toward  the   fupply 

granted  for  the  year  1758  40^54^     o     o 

2.  To  replace  to  the  iinking  fund,  the  like  fum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on  the  5th  July,  1778,  of  the  fund  eflablifhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the 
18th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  towards  the  fupply 

granted  for  year  the  1778  98,891     3     8 

May  6. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the 
fcrvice  of  the  year  1778         ■ ■       66,744     4     Sl 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  land  tax  250,000     o     o' 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  malt  tax  200,000     o     o 

656,175     7  III 


Total  of  fupplies  ■  •  15,729,654     5     4|- 

Ways  and  Means  for  raijjng  the  abo've  Supplies,  granted  to  his  Majef.y^ 
for  the  Ser'vice  of  the  Tear  1778. 

December  5,  1778. 

1.  That  the  fum  of  four  Ihillings  in  the  pound, 
and  no  more,  be  raifed  within  the  fpace  of  one  year, 
from  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand 
fcve;f  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  upon  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  pen/ions,  offices,  and  per- 
fonal  ertatcs,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upoa 
I'wecd  ;  snd  that  a  proportionable  cefs,  according 
to  tJie  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid 

upon  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  2,000,000     o     c 

2.  That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  which,  by  an  adi  of  parliament  of  the  eigh- 
teenth year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign,  have  con- 
tinuance to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  be  further 
continued,  and  charged  upon  all  malt  which  fball 
be  made,  and  all  mum  which  fliall  be  made  or  im- 
ported, and  all  cyder  and  perry  which  fhall  be  made 
for  fale,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  from 
the  twenty- third  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-nine,   to  the  twenty  fourth  day 

cf  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty  750,000     o     o 

February  25,    1779. 
That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  the  fum  of  7,000^000],  be  raifed  by  an- 
nuities. 
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nuities,  and  the  further  fam  of  490,000!.  by  a  lot- 
tery in  manner  following;   that  is  to  fay. 

That  every  contributor  to  the  faid  7,000,000!. 
fhall,  for  every  lool.  contributed,  be  entitled  to  an 
annuity  :.f..^r  the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  per  ann. 
redeemable  by  parliament;  and  alfo  to  a  further 
annuity  cf  3I.  i;s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  cciiti- 
rue  for  a  certain  term  of  twenty- nine  years,  and 
then  to  ceafe  ;  the  faid  annuity  of  3I,  per  cent, 
and  of  3I.  15s.  percent,  to  commence  from  the 
15th  day  of  January,  1779,  and  to  be  payable  and 
transferrable  at  tlie  Bank  of  England,  and  to  be  paid 
half  yearly  on  the  5ih  day  of  July,  and  the  5th  day 
of  January  in  every  year,  and  fhall  be  charged  and 
chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of,  a  fund  to  be 
eftablifhed  in  this  feiTion  of  parliament  for  payment 
thereof,  and  for  which  the  finking  fund  fhall  be  a 
collateral  fecurity  : 

That  every  contributor,  or  his  or  her  reprefenta- 
tive,  who  fhall  chufe  to  have  and  receive  a  life  an- 
nuity inftead  of  the  faid  annuity  of  3I.'  15  s.  per 
cent,  per  ann.  to  continue  for  a  certain  term  of 
twenty-nine  years  as   aforefaid,   fhall,    upon    com-  ' 

pleting  the  whole  of  his  or  her  contribution  money, 
and  fignifying  fuch  his  or  her  intention  to  the  chief 
caHiier  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of 
England,  have  a  certificate  figned  by  him  the  faid 
cafhier,  exprefTmg  the  fum  (o  paid  by  fuch  contri- 
butor, or  his  or  her  reprefentative,  and  the  annuity 
after  the  rate  of  3I.  15  s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to 
which  fuch  perfon  is  entitled  in  refpeft  of  the  fame; 
and  fhall,  upon  producing  fuch  certificate  to  the 
auditor  of  the  receipt  of  his  MajeRy's  Exchequer, 
at  any  time  on  or  before  the  2zd  day  of  December 
next,  have  and  be  entitled  to  a  like  annuity,  after 
the  rate  of  3I.  15s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  be  paid 
at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  commence  from 
the  5th  day  of  January,  1779,  and  to  be  paid  and 
payable  iialf  yearly,  on  the  5th  day  of  July  and  the 
5th  day  of  January  in  every  year,  during  the  life 
of  fuch  nominee  as  he  or  Ave  fhall  appoint  at  the 
time  of  delivering  fuch  certificate  to  the  faid  audi- 
tor of  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  the  faid 
fund  to  be  ellablifhed  in  this  feinon  of  parliament, 
and  for  which  the  finking  fund  is  to  be  a  collateral 
fecurity: 

That  every  contributor  towards  railing  the  fum 
of  7,ooo,oool.  fhall,  for  every  joool.  by  him  or 

hex 
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her  contributed,  be  entitled  to  feven  tickets  in  a 
lottery  to  confill:  of  49,000  tickets,  nmounting  to 
490,000!.  upon  payment  of  the  further  fum  of  10}. 
for  each  ticket ;  the  faid  490,000!.  to  be  diftributed 
into  prizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
fortunate  tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  fliall  be 
paid  in  money  at  the  bank  of  England  to  foch  pro- 
prietors, upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  }lf  day  of 
March,  1780,  as  certificates  can  be  prepared,  with- 
out any  deduftion  whatfoever : 

That  every  contributor  fliall,  on  or  before  the  2d 
ofiVIarch  next,  make  adepcfit  of  15!.  per  cent,  oa 
fuch  fum  as  he  or  fhe  flia!!  chufe  to  fubfcribe  to- 
wards raifmg  the  faid  fum  of  7,ooo,,oool.  with  the 
chief  cafiiier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  bank  of  England  ;  and  alfo  a  depofn  of 
icl.  percent,  with  the  faid  cafhier  or  caOiiers,  in 
part  of  the  monies  to  be  contributed  towards  raifing 
the  faid  fum  of  490,000!.  by  a  lottery;  as  a  fecu- 
rltv  for  making  the  future  piiyments,  rcfpeflively, 
on  or  before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter  limited  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  on  7,000,000!.  for  annuities,  10!. 
per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  April  next; 
15I.  percent,  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  ]\4ay 
next;  lol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  25th  day  of 
June  next  ;  15!.  per  cent,  on  or  bef«re  the  23d  day 
of  July  next;  15!.  percent,  on  or  before  l:he  27t!i 
day  of  Auguft  next;  10!.  percent,  on  or  before 
the  22dday  of  OSober  next ;  lol.  per  ceru.  on  or  be- 
fore the  19th  day  of  November  next.  On  the  lottery 
for  490,000!.  20 1.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  9:h 
day  of  April  next ;  25  1.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
7th  day  of  IVIay  next;  20I.  per  cenr.  on  or  before 
the  I  ith  day  of  June  next  ;  ^20  1.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  Sth  day  of  Oftober  next. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the 
faid  chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England,  fliall  be  pa'd  into 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  from 
lime  to  time  to  fuch  fervices  as  {\);\]l  ihen  have  been 
voted  in  this  fefTion  of  parliament : 

That  every contributorwho  fiiali  payin  thewholeof 
his  or  her  contribvition  money  towards  the  faid  fum  of 
7,000,000!.  to  be  contributed  for  anniiiries  as  afore- 
laid,  at  any  time  before  the  19th  day  of  Odlober  next, 
or  on  account  of  his  or  her  Ihare  in  the  faid  lottery, 
on  or  before  the  8th  day  of  June  next,  ftal!  be  al- 
lowed an  interelt,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate 


of 
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of  3I.  percent,  per  a.nn.  on  the  fums  To  complet- 
ing his  or  her  contribution  money,  refpedliveiv,  to 
be  computed  from  the  day  of  completing  the  fame 
to  the  19th  day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the 
fum  to  be  paid  for  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  8th 
day  of  October  next,  in  refpcdl  of  the  fum  to  be  paid 
on  account  of  the  faid  lottery  ;  and  that  all  fuch 
perfons  as  fball  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid 
lottery,  Ihall  have  their  tickets  delivered  to  them  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  out: 

That  the  annuities  after  the  rate  of  3  1.  per  cent, 
per  ann.  to  be  payable  in  refpeft  of  the  faid 
7,00.0,000!.  to  be  contributed  as  aforefaid,  fhall, 
from  the  time  of  their  commencement,  be  added 
to  and  made  ofie  joint  ilock  with  the  3I.  per  cent, 
annuities  confolidated,  per  a£>s  25th,  28th,  29th, 
31ft,  32d,  and  33d  Georgii  Ildi.  and  by  feverai  fub- 
fequent  ads,  and  fhall  be  payable  and  transferrable 
at  the  bank  of  England,  and  fubjefl;  to  redemp- 
tion in  the  fame  manner  as  the  faid  3I.  per  cent, 
confolidated  annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable 
there  and  redeemable  by  parliament  7,490,000     o     o 

May  6. 

That  the  fum  of  fifteen  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  ninety-feven  pounds,  ten  [hillings,  and  five 
pence  farthing,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Ex- 
chequer on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1779,  of  the 
furpluHes  of  the  feverai  Itamp  duties  granted  by  the 
adts  of  the  thirty-feccnd  year  of  King  George  the 
Second,  and  of  the  fecond  and  fifth  years  of  his 
prefent  Majeily,  for  augmenting  the  faiaries  of  the 
judges  of  England  and  Wales,  after  payment  of 
the  feverai  allowances  then  due  and  payable  out  of 
the  fame,  be  granted  to  his  Msjetly,  to  be  applied 
to  the  augmentation  of  the  faiaries  of  the  chief 
baron  of  the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Weftminiler, 
and  of  the  Puifne  Jullices  of  the  courts  of  King's 
Bench  and  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Puifne  Barons 
of  the  Coif  of  the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Wellmin- 
fter — 


June  i. 
I.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majeily,  there  be  iflucd  and  applied  the  fum  of 
two  million  feventy-one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  -  four  pounds,  thirteen  fhillings,  ^.nd  eight 
pence  halfpenny,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  have  aiifcn, 
or  (hall  or  may  arife,  of  the  furpluffeSj  cxccfTes,  or 


15.297  10     5i 


overplus 
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overplus  monies,  and  other  rei'enues,  compofing  the 

fund  commonly  called  the  finking  fund  2,71,854  13     8| 

2.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  the  fum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firll  aids  to  be  granted  in 
the  next  feffion  of  parliament ;  and  fuch  Exchequer 
bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  intereft  thereupon, 
on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoufand  fe- 
ven  hundred  and  eighty,  to  be  exchanged  and  re- 
ceived in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer 
bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in 

payment '     •  1,500,000     o     o 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majerty,  the  further  fum  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Ex- 
chequer bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firfl  aids  to 
be  granted  in  the  next  fefiion  of  parliament;  and 
fuch  Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  in- 
tereft thereupon,  on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  to  be  ex- 
changed and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner 
as  Exchequer  bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and 

received  in  payment  — —  1,900,000     o     Q 

4.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
kis  Majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  two  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  fixty-three  pounds  and  one  (hil- 
ling, remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on 
the  fifth  day  cf  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-nine,  fubjedl  to  the  difpofition  of  par- 
liament, exclufive  of  the  furplus  monies  then  re- 
maining of  the  finking  fund  — —  — — 


Total  of  ways  and  means 
Excefs  of  ways  and  means 


l,']^-. 

0    0 

15.729.9j5 

4     i| 

260 

18     9 

c 


Note,  A  'vote  of  credit  of  one  million  ^was  alfo  granted 

this  fejfion,   and  is  charged  on  the  next  aids. 

The  additional  public  debt  funded  and  provided 
for  this  yaar,  amounts  to  feven  millions  ;  the  intereft 
of  which,   at  3  per  cent,  per  ann.  is  210,000     o 

The  annuity  for  twenty-nine  years,  of  3I.  15s. 
per  cent,  per  ann,         -. • 262,500     o     o 

In  all  -■  '  ■ —     472,500     o     o 

This 
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hy  fea  and  land,  I  liope,  under 
the  bieffing  of  God,  to  derive  the 
means  of  viiidicatinsj  and  main- 
taining the  honour  of  my  crown, 
and  the  interelb  of  my  people, 
againil  all  our  enemies. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 
I  will  order  the  proper  eftimates 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year 
to  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  when 
you  confider  the  importance  of  the 
objefts  for  which  we  are  contend- 
ing, you  will,  I  doubt  not,  grant 
me  fuch  fupplies  as  you  fhall  judge 
iieceffary  for  the  public  fervice, 
and  adequate  to  the  prefent  emer- 
gency. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
I  have  J  according  to  the  powers 
veiled  in  me  for  that  purpofe,  cal- 
led forth  the  militia,  to  affift  in  the 
interior  defence  of  this  country  ; 
and  I  have,  with  the  greatefl  and 
truell:  fatisfaftion,  been  myfelf  a 
witnefs  of  that  public  fpirit,  that 
Heady  ardour,  and  that  love  of 
their  country,  which  animate  and 
unite  all  ranks  of  my  faithful 
fubjefts,  and  which  cannot  fail  of 
making  us  fafe  at  home,  and  re- 
fpefted  abroad. 


T/:>e  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  'Temporal  in  Parliament 

cjjc?nblcd. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's\moIl  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moll  gracious 
fpcech  from  the  throne. 
Vol.  XXIL 


We  have  the  ftrongefl:  fenfe  of 
the  importance  of  thofe  objedls 
which  render  the  prefent  conjunc- 
ture worthy  of  the  moll  ferious  at- 
tention. 

The  difturbance  of  the  public 
tranquillity  by  the  court  of  F:  ance, 
without  pretence  of  provocation  or 
colour  of  complaint,  the  clandef- 
tine  afilftance,  the  avowed  fupport-, 
the  formal  engagements  which,  at 
different  periods,  that  court  has 
not  thought  it  inconfiftent  with  its 
honour,  to  afford  to  your  Majefty's 
revolted  fubjefts  in  North  Ame- 
rica, and  to  conclude  with  the  lea- 
ders of  rebellion,  excite  in  our 
brealls  a  juft  abhorrence  of  the 
violation  of  every  public  principle 
which  fuch  a  conduft  mauifells, 
and  a  determination  to  concur  in 
every  meafure,  which  may  enable 
your  Majefty  to  refent  with  eifedl, 
the  hoftilities  committed  on  your 
faithful  fubje«5ts,  and  the  aftual 
invaiion  of  your  Majefly's  domi- 
nions in  America  and  the  Vreft 
Indies. 

We  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our 
grateful  fenfe  of  the  tender  con- 
cern for  the  happinefs  of  your 
people,  which  has  uniformly  in- 
duced your  Majefty  to  endeavour 
to  prevent  the  calaniiae  of  war, 
and  will  make  your  Majelly  defi- 
rous  to  fee  the  return  of  peace, 
whenever  it  can  be  efFefted  with 
perfedt  honour  and  fecurity  to  the 
rights  of  this  country.' 

At  the  fame  time  we  return  your 
Majefty  our  dutiful  thanks  for 
your  great  care  in  taking  the  pro- 
per and  neccffary  meafures  for 
difappointing  the  malignant  de- 
figns  of  our  enemies,  and  alfo  for 
making  general  reprifals,  and  for 
the  proteftion  which  has  been  de- 
rived from,  the  vigilance  of  your 

l^j  Maje%'5 
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Majf fly's  fleets  to  our  extenfive 
commerce,  in  moft  of  its  branches, 
wliile  that  of  the  enemy  has  ma- 
terially fufFeicd  by  the  a<flive  and 
enterprizing  fpirit  of  our  fellow- 
fubjeds :  And  we  hope,  although 
your  Majefty's  efforts  have  not  hi- 
therto been  attended  with  all  the 
fuccefs,  which  the  juftice  of  our 
caufe  and  the  vigour  of  our  exer- 
tions feemed  to  promife,  that  con- 
fequences  more  adequate  to  both 
may  refuk  from  the  animated  exe- 
cution of  firm  and  adlive  councils, 
which  the  time  requires,  and  with 
whiqh  the  fpirited  perfeverance  of 
the  Britifh  nation  has  fo  often  fur- 
mounted  the  greateft  difficulties. 

It  is  with  concern  we  learn, 
that  the  conciliatory  neafures  of 
parliament  have  not  yet  had  the 
good  effedt  with  your  Majelly's 
revolted  fubjefts,  which  was  due 
to  the  wifdom  and  temper  with 
which  they  were  planned. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  fully 
fenfible  that  the  national  honour 
and  fecurity  loudly  calls  for  the 
mofl  aftive  exertions,  we  will 
ftrenuoufly  concur  in  fupporiing 
your  Majefly,  that,  under  the 
blelCng  of  God,  means  may  be 
derived  from  the  conduft  and  in- 
trepidity of  your  Majefty's  officers 
and  forces,  by  fea  and  land,  and 
the  yet  undaunted  fpirit  of  the  na- 
tion, to  vindicate  and  maintain 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the 
interefts  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  return  your  Majefly  our 
cordial  acknowledgements  for  hav- 
ing called  forth  the  militia,  to  af- 
fift  in  the  interior  defence  of  this 
country  ;  and  it  is  with  joy  and 
exultation  we  hear  the  gracious 
teftimony  your  Majefly  is  pleafed 
to  bear  to  the  public  fpirit,  the 
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Heady  ardour,  and  love  of  their 
country,  which  animate  that  na- 
tional force,  and  unite  all  ranks 
of  your  Majefty's  faithful  fubjedls 
in  giving  fignal  proofs,  to  all  the 
world,  of  a  loyalty  and  zeal  which 
mull  render  us  fafe  at  home  and 
refpefted  abroad. 

His  Majefty's  Anftjjcr. 

My  Lords, 
I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  and 
dutiful  addrefs :  The  zeal  you  fhew 
for  my  honour  and  fupport,  and 
the  firmnefs  and  vigour  you  mani- 
fefl  in  the  prefent  conjun£lure, 
cannot  fail  to  produce  the  befl 
effedls  ;  it  mufl  add  confidence  to 
my  people,  and  encourage  anima- 
ted efforts  to  withftand,  oppofe, 
and  fubdue,  every  hoilile  attack 
upon  the  honour  and  interefts  of 
my  kingdoii)s. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  King. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjefts, 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majefty  the  thanks 
of  this  Houfe,  for  your  moft  gra- 
cious fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  acknowledge  with  the  utmofl 
gratitude  your  Majefty's  paternal 
I'egard  for  the  happinefs  of  your 
people,  in  your  earneft  and  uni- 
form endeavours  to  preferve  the 
public  tranquillity,  and  the  good 
faith  and  uprightnefs  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's conduft  to  all  foreign 
powers  :  And  we  afTure  your  Ma- 
jefty, that  we  have  feen  with  con- 
cern and  indign::tion,  that  tran- 
quillity 
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quilHty  difturbed  by  the  court  of 
France,  without  the  leafl:  pretence 
of  provocation,  or  coloiir  of  com- 
plaint ;  and  we  have,  with  the 
warmeft  emotions  of  refentment, 
marked  the  progrefs  of  their  ma- 
lignant defigns  againft  this  country, 
firrt  by  a  clandeftine  aid  and  fuppiy 
of  arms  to  your  Majefty's  revolted 
fubjeds  in  North  Aifierica  ;  after- 
wards, in  violation  of  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  contrary  to  the  rights 
and  common  intereft  of  every 
fovereign  Itate  in  Europe  pofTeiTed 
of  colonies  and  dependencies,  by 
entering  into  and  avowing  formal 
engagements  with  the  leaders  of 
the  rebellion  ;  and,  at  length,  by 
committing  open  hollilities  and 
depredations,  and  by  actually  in- 
vading part  of  your  M:=jefty's  do- 
minions in  America  and  the  Weit 
Indies. 

We  cannot  but  feel  concern  and 
regret,  that  the  meafures  taken  by 
your  Majefty,  for  difappointing 
thefe  hoftile  and  malignant  de- 
Hgns,  have  not  been  attended 
with  all  the  fuccefs  which  the 
juftice  of  the  caufe,  and  the  vi- 
gour of  the  exertions,  feemed  to 
promife ;  yet,  we  have  at  the 
fame  time  feen  with  great  fatis- 
faftiop,  the  extenlive  commerce 
of  your  Majefty's  fubjedls  proteft- 
ed  in  moft  of  its  branche?,  and 
large  reprifals  made  on  the  inju- 
rious aggrefTors,  by  the  vigilance  of 
your  Majefty's  fleets,  and  the  ac- 
tive fpirit  of  the  nation. 

It  would  have  given  your  faith- 
ful Commons  the  trueft  happinefs, 
to  have  received  the  communica- 
tion from  your  Majefty,  that  the 
jufr  and  humane  purpofes  of  your 
Majefty  and  your  Parliament,  for 
quieting  the  minds  of  your  re- 
voked lubjedts,  hud  taken  the  de- 


fired  cffeft,  and  had  brought  the 
troubles  in  North  America  to  a 
happy  conclufion. 

Your  faithful  Commons  do  moft 
heartily  concur  with  your  Majefty, 
in  the  juft  approbation  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  exprefs  of  the 
public  fpirit  which  has  fo  confpi- 
cuouily  animated  all  ranks  of  your 
Majefty's  faithful  fubjeas,  to  ftand 
forth,  at  this  time  of  danger,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  militia,  who,  by 
their  difcipline  and  fteady  perfe- 
verance  in  their  duty,  have  ena- 
bled your  Majefty  to  avail  your- 
felf  of  that  confticutional  force  for 
the  defence  of  this  country. 

Your  Majefty  may  rely  on  the 
hearty  and  zealous  concurrence 
and  aftiftance  of  your  faithful 
Commons,  in  enabling  your  Ma- 
jefty to  make  the  moft  aftive  and 
vigorous  exertions  by  fea  and  land, 
for  vindicating  and  eftabliftiing 
the  national  honour  and  fecurity  ; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  declare  our 
ftedfaft  refolution,  and  renew  our 
folemn  afi'urances  to  your  Majefty, 
that  this  Houfe,  convinced  of  the 
importance  of  theobjefls  for  which 
we  are  contending,  and  impelled 
by  every  motive  of  duty  and  inte- 
reft that  can  animate  the  hearts 
of  Britons,  will  efFeftually  affift 
your  Majefty  in  the  profecution  of 
the  prefent  juft  and  neceffary  war; 
and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of 
our  power,  fupport  your  Majefty 
againft  all  your  enemies. 


Protests  of  the  Lords. 

Die  LiiUiS^   Decern.  7™°. 

Moved, 

/-jpHAT  an  humble  addrefs  be 

\_      prefenred  to  his  Majefty,  to 

exprefs  to  his  Majefty  the  diiplea- 

[.r]  2  fare 
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fare  of  this  Houfe,  at  a  certain 
manifefto  and  proclamation,  dated 
the  third  day  of  Odober,  1778, 
and  publifhed  in  America  under 
the  hands  and  feals  of  the  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knt. 
of  the  Bath,  and  William  Eden, 
Efq;  commithoners  for  relloring 
peace  to  the  colonies,  and  coun- 
terfiq;ned  by  Adam  Fergufon,  Efq; 
fecretary  to  the  commiffion  ;  the 
faid  manifefto  .containing  a  decla- 
ration of  the  following  tenour  : 

"  If  there  be  any  perfons,  who, 
diverted  of  miilaken  refentments, 
and  uninfluenced  by  felfifli  inte- 
refts,  really  think  it  is  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  colonies,  to  feparate 
themfelves  from  Great  Britain, 
and  that  fo  feparated  they  will 
find  a  conftitution  more  mild,  more 
free,  and  better  calculated  for 
their  profperity,  than  that  which 
they  heretofore  enjoyed,  aad  which 
we  are  empowered  and  difpofed  to 
renew  and  improve  ;  with  fuch  per- 
fons we  will  not  difpute  a  pofuioa, 
which  feems  to  be  fufficientiy  con- 
tradi£led  by  the  experience  they 
have  had.  But  we  think  it  right 
to  leav.e  them  fully  aware  of  the 
change  which  the  maintaining  fuch 
a  poiicion  muft  make  in  the  whole 
nature  and  future  condudl  of  this 
war,  more  efpecialiy  when  to  this 
pofition  is  added  the  pretended  al- 
liance with  the  court  of  France. 
The  policy,  as  well  as  the  benevo- 
lence of  Great  Britain,  have  thus 
far  checked  the  extremes  of  war, 
when  thev  tended  to  diflrefs  a  peo- 
ple, fllll  confidered  as  our  fellow- 
fubjefts,  and  to  delblate  a  coun- 
try, Jhortly  to  become  again  a 
fource  of  mutual  advantage:  but 
when  that  country  profeiies  the 
unnatural    defign,     not    only    of 
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eftranging  herfelf  from  ns,  but  of 
mortgaging  herfelf,  and  her  re- 
fources,  to  our  enemies,  the  whole 
ccnteft  is  changed,  and  the  quef- 
tion  is,  how  far  Great  Britain  may, 
by  every  means  in  her  power,  de- 
ftroy  or  render  ufelefs  a  connexion 
contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for  the 
aggrandizem.ent  of  France.  Un- 
der fuch  circumftances,  the  laws 
of  felf- prefervation  muft  direft  the 
conduft  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  if 
the  Britifn  colonies  are  to  become 
an  acccffion  to  France,  will  direft 
her  to  render  that  accefiion  of  as 
little  avail  as  poffible  to  her 
enemies." 

To  acquaint  his  Majefly  with 
the  fenfc  of  this  Houfe,  that  the 
faid  commiffioners  had  no  autho- 
rity whatfoever,  under  the  acl  of 
parliament,  in  virtue  of  which  they 
were  appointed  by  his  Majefty,  to 
make  the  faid  declaration,  or  to 
make  any  declaration  to  the  fame, 
or  to  the  like  purport,  nor  can 
this  Houfe  be  eaiily  brought  to  be- 
lieve that  the  faid  commiffioners 
derived  any  fuch  authority  from, 
his  Majefty's  inftrudlions. 

Humbly  to  befeech  his  IVIajefty, 
that  fo  much  of  the  faid  manifefto 
as  contains  the  faid  declaration, 
be  publicly  difavowed  by  his  Ma- 
jefty, as  containing  matter  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  humanity  and  ge- 
nerous courage  which,  at  all  times, 
have  diftinguifhed  the  Brltifh  na- 
tion, fubverfive  of  the  maxims 
which  have  been  eftabliftied  among 
Chriftian  and  civilized  communi- 
ties, derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 
the  crown  of  this  realm,  tending 
to  debafe  the  fpirit,  and  fubverc 
the  difcipline  of  his  Majefty's  ar- 
mies, and  to  expofe  his  Majefty's 
innocent  fabjed^ts,  in  all   parts  of 

his 
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we  would  have  difpenfed  with  in 
favour  of  the  intention. 

We  wifn,  by  no  means,  to  dif- 
courage.fiitare  minifters  from  extra- 
ordinary f-xcrtions,  when  warrant- 
ed by  fufiicient  neccffity  ;  but  we 
think  it  due  to  the  di^niicy  of  par- 
liament, as  well  as  to  the  fafety  of 
the  conititutioR,  on  all  occalions, 
but 'more  efpecially  where  the  par- 
liamentary faith  has  been  fo  deep- 
ly pledged,  to  give  to  adls  of  in- 
cemnityall  poifibie  folemnity,  that 
they  may  never  come  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  ads  of  right,  but  as  aits 
of  the  lail  necefiity  ;  recognizing 
upon  the  face  of  them  the  force  of 
the  law,  and  ftating,  as  far  as  the 
occafion  will  admit,  the  neceflity 
of  the  violation.  A  precedent  in 
point  {lands  in  the  ilatute  book, 
7  Geo.  ill.  chap.  7.  and  we  can 
fee  no  reafon  why  it  has  not  been 
precifely  followed. 

In  direct  oppofition  to  this  pre- 
cedent, the  prefent  bill  does  not  in 
the  title,  preamble,  or  in  any  part, 
diredly  mark  its  intermediate  ob- 
jecl;  it  no  where  directly  recog- 
nizes the  power  of  the  law  ;  it  no 
where  ilates  the  necefiity,  nor  the 
obtainable  advantage,  which  can 
alone  juilify  the  proceeding  ;  both 
the  violation  itfelf,  and  the  indem- 
nity it  is  to  obtain,  come  only  in- 
cidentally and  indiredly  under  the 
lalt  claufe.  It  has  been  hurried 
through  parliament  in  a  moft  un- 
common manner,  and  eftablifhes  a 
nev/,  dangerous  and  moil  alarming 
precedent. 

Such  an  a£l  of  indemnity  as  was 
propofed,  v.'ould  have  preferved 
the  principle  that  laws  are  facred, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  legifla- 
tive  power  itfelf  can  proted  thofe 
who  infringe  them,  and  that  fuch 


proteclion  is  given  only  in  cafes  of 
extreme  neceflity. 

The  objedion,  that  a  great  fer- 
vice  already  obtained  by  the  num- 
ber of  men  impreiled  fince  the 
16th  of  this  month,  would  be  loft 
by  their  being  to  be  difcharged, 
if  the  ad  had  no  retrofped  to  the 
time  when  they  were  feized,  by 
no  means  applies  to  the  queflion 
of  re-commitment  which  the  Houfe 
has  rejeded.  It  appeared  in  de- 
bate, that  of  the  number  of  men 
preiTed  on  this  occafion,  and  which 
has  not  even  been  computed  to  be 
very  confiderable,  by  far  the  great- 
er part  had  only  Admiralty  pro- 
tedions,  and  were  not  proteded 
by  the  ads  now  propofed  to  be 
fufpended.  And  it  was  by  no 
means  impoffible  but  that  fuch 
bounties  or  encouragements  might 
have  been  fuggelled  in  the  com- 
mittee, as  would  have  induced 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  had 
the  faith  of  parliament  for  their 
fecurity,  to  enter  voluntarily  into 
the  fervice  at  this  critical  conjunc- 
ture. 

Every  good  purpofe  therefore  of 
this  bill  might  have  been  obtain- 
ed, and  probably  a  general  con- 
currence in  its  fupport  produced 
by  fimply  acquiefcing  in  a  proper 
fecurity  for  the  obfervance  of  law. 

But  when  we  fee  this  propofal 
refufed,  when  we  fee  that  part  of 
the  preamble  pertinacioufly  ad- 
hered to,  which  aims  at  eftablilh- 
ing,  as  a  general  principle,  that 
whatever  may  be  deemed  an  arduous 
and  difficult  conjundure,  makes  it 
equally  juH  and  expedient  to  in- 
fringe law,  when  we  fee  a  pro- 
pofed amendment  for  confining 
that  reafoning  to  the  cafe  which 
gives  rife  to  the  meafure,  namely, 

ihe 
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the  prefent  conjunfture,  rejefted, 
we  cannot  but  fee  with  a  jealous 
eye  this  and  every  opportunity 
taicen  of  eftablifliing  fome  doftrine 
fubverfive  of  liberty  and  our  happy 
free  conftitution. 

At  fuch  a  time  as  this,  when 
minifters  avow  their  jull  fears  of 
foreign  invafion,  which  their  mif- 
condadl  has  invited,  to  create 
frefh  jealoulies  in  refpeft  to  that 
liberty  which  is  alone  worth  con- 
tending for,  which  is  the  beft  fup- 
port  to  his  Majelly's  crown,  and 
the  fureil  foundation  of  that  true 
affeftion  of  his  people  on  which 
his  Majefty  can  alone  rely  for  effec- 
tual and  general  refiftance  to  a  fo- 
reign yoke,  is  a  degree  of  infa- 
tuation we  cannot  comprehend  ! 
Ancafter   and      Wycombe, 

Kefteven,  Manchefter, 

Richmond,  Rockingham, 

Scarborough,        Fitzwilliam, 
Abergavenny,      Cholmondeley, 
Fortefcue,  Bolton, 

De  Ferrars,  Effingham. 

Portland, 

Then  the  qucftion  was  put,  whe- 
ther this  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, fhall  pafs  ?  Contents  51. 
Not-contents  20. 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Difientient, 
Becaufe  the  acquiefcence  of  the 
councrv  in  the  mode  of  impreffing 
I'eamen  (tolerated  only  becaule  the 
receffity  of  the  meafure  is  alledged 
by  perfons  of  great  experience  in 
naval  matters,  and  hitherto  is  not 
difproved)  has  been  by  politive 
afts  of  the  legiflature  interpreted 
and  determined,  with  refpeft  to 
the  feveral  perfons,  objects  of  this 
bill,  who  have  therefore  not  only 
all  the  rights  of  this  kingdom,  in 
common  with  theix  fellow  fubjeds. 


but  the  fecurity  of  efpecial  afts 
of  parliament,  made  exprefsly  to 
check  and  curb  that  acquiefcence 
with  refpeft  to  them. 

2dly.  Becaufe  the  protedion  giv- 
en by  fuch  ads,  in  confidence  of 
which  thefe  perfons  have  engaged 
in  their  refpeftive  occupations,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  the  nature  of  a 
contrad,  and  is,  by  every  rule  of 
equity,  indifibluble,  except  by  the 
voluntary  confent  of  the  parties, 
or  upon  a  compenfation  fatisfadory 
to,  and  accepted  by  them,  or  in 
extreme  neceffity,  on  the  tender  of 
fuch  advantages  as  the  wifdom  of 
the  legijlature  fliould  diredl,  and 
its  juftice  Ihould  make  a  complete, 
adequate,  and  ample  equivalent 
for  fuch  an  infringement  of  their 
rights. 

3dly.  Becaufe  at  the  very  time 
protections  thus  held  out  by  par- 
liament to  certain  perfons,  as  in- 
vitations and  encouragements  to 
undertake  certain  fervices,  were 
boldly  violated  ;  the  cuflomary  ex- 
emptions of  certain  watermen,  li- 
cenfed  by  the  members  of  this 
Houfe,  unauthorized  (as  I  con- 
ceive) by  any  law,  and  unknown 
to  any  court,  though  il:ated  in  the 
Houfe  by  the  fame  noble  Lord 
who  has  infringed  thefe  protec- 
tions, to  be  conRrudively  difclaim- 
ed  by  a  vote  of  this  Houfe,  were 
yet  declared  by  him  to  be,  from 
deference  and  refpcft,  held  facred. 

4th!y.  Becaufe  the  bill,  fo  far 
as  it  is  an  aft  of  indemnity,  is  in- 
confonant  with  reafon,  contradift- 
ed  by  precedent,  and  dangerous  in 
praftice. 

Firft,  with  refpeft  to  the  per- 
fons to  be  indemnified,  as  it  does 
not  contain  an  honeil  avowal  of 
the  tranfgreffion ;  as  it  does  not 
Hake  the  miniiler  to  an  intentional 

viola- 
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violation  of  the  law  for  the  public 
good,  to  be  fubft-queiuly  approved 
and  juflififd  on  that  ground  by  a 
public  indemnity,  but  contents 
itfelf  with  the  abatement  of  fuits 
and  aftions. 

And  fecondly  and  chiefly,  with 
refpeft  to  the  conftitution  of  the 
kingdom,  10  which  it  offers  no  fa- 
tisffidlion  for  the  violation  of  the 
law ;  as  it  acknowledges  only  by 
conftruftion  and  reference  to  dates, 
that  it  has  b^'en  violated  ;  as  it  at- 
tempts to  confound  the  jull  ideas 
of  profpeftive  legiflaiion  by  au- 
thorizing a  meafnre  from  a  day 
which  has  already  long  elapfed, 
and  as  it  totally  omics  to  flate  not 
only  that  the  eff  ft  has  been  ade- 
quate to  the  meafure,  and  that 
therefore  the  meafure  is  falutary, 
and  that  it  has  had  any  effeft  what- 
ever. 

Radnor. 

For  the  firft  and  fourth  reafons, 
Portland,  De  Ferrars. 

Abergavenny, 


O?!  Saturday,  y^fy  3,  i)is  Mnjsjly 
clojcd  the  Sejjinn  of  Parliament 
luith  the  follo'wing  Speech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  many  great  ahd  effen- 
tial  fervices  you  have  ren- 
dered to  me  and  to  yonr  country, 
during  the  courfe  of  your  long  at- 
tendance in  parliament,  demand 
my  moft  cordial  thanks. 

I  have  feen  with  entire  appro- 
b.ation  the  zeal  you  have  manifeilcd 
for  the  fupport  and  profecution  of 
the  juil  and  neccflary  v/ar  in  which 
I  am  engaged,  nor  am  I  lefs  fen- 
fible  of  your  attention  to  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  hs- 
•land  ;  my  paternal  aiTeftion  for  all 


my  people  makes  me  fincerely  an- 
xious for  the  happinefs  and  pro- 
fperity  of  every  part  of  my  domi- 
nions. 

Hitherto  the  events  of  war  have 
afforded  the  court  of  France  no  rea- 
fon  to  triumph  on  the  confequences 
of  their  injuftice  and  breach  of 
public  faith;  and  I  truft  that  by 
a  fpirited  and  profperous  exertion 
of  the  force  you  have  put  into  my 
hands,  that  ambitious  power  may 
be  brought  to  wifh  that  they  had 
not,  without  provocation  or  caufe 
of  complaint,  infuhed  the  honour, 
and  invaded  the  rights  of  my 
crown. 

I  have  already  acquainted  you 
with  the  hollile  ftep  which  has 
been  lately  taken  by  the  court  of 
Spain.  Whatever  colour  may  be 
attempted  to  be  put  upon  that  un- 
juft  proceeding,  I  am  confcious 
that  I  have  nothing  to  reproach, 
myfelfwiih:  it  has  been  followed 
by  the  cleareft  demonftrations  of 
the  loyalty  and  affedion  of  my 
parliament  to  my  perfon  and  go- 
vernment, for  which  I  repeat  to 
you  my  warmed  thanks  ;  and  I 
coiifider  it  as  a  happy  omen  of  the 
fuccei's  of  my  arms,  that  the  in- 
creafe  of  difficulties  fervcs  only  to 
augment  the  courage  and  ccn- 
ftancy  of  the  nation,  and  to  ani- 
mrte  and  unite  my  people  in  the 
defe;ice  of  their  country,  and  of 
every  thing  that  is  dear  to  them. 

'1  he  advanced  feafon  of  the  year 
requires  that  I  Ihould  afford  you. 
fome  recefs  from  public  bufinefs, 
and  I  do  it  with  the  lefs  reluftance, 
as,  by  the  powers  vefted  in  me  by 
law,  I  can  have  the  aid  of  your 
advice  and  affiftance  within  four- 
teen days,  fliould  any  emergency 
make  it  necelTary  for  me  to  con- 
vene you  before  the  ufual  time. 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen   of  the   Houfe   of 
Commons, 

The  various  and  extenfive  ope- 
rations of  the  war  have  unavoid- 
ably 'occnfioned  uncommon  ex- 
pcnce,  and  brought  addition?.! 
burdens  on  my  faithful  and  be- 
loved people,  which  I  moft  fm- 
cerely  regret :  I  cannot  fufficiently 
thank  you  for  the  confidence  you 
have  repofed  in  rae,  and  for  the 
chearfulnefs  and  public  fpirit  with 
which  the  large  fupplies-  for  the 
current  year  have  been  granted. 

Jily  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  15  impoffible  to  fpeak  cf  the 
continuance  of  the  rebe'lion  in 
North  America  without  ihe  deepeft 
concern  ;  but  we  have  given  fuch 
unqueftionable  proofs  of  our  fin- 
cere  difpofition  to  put  an  end  to 
thofe  troubles,  that  I  muft  ftill 
hope  that  the  malignant  defigns  of 
the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  can- 
not long  prevail  againll  the  evi- 
dent interells  of  thoie  unhappy 
provinces,  and  that  they  will  not 
blindly  perfift  in  preferring  an  un- 
ratural  and  dangerous  connexion 
with  a  foreign  power,  to  peace  and 
re-union  with  their  mother-coun- 
try. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by 
his  Majefty's  command,  faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Majefly's  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  he 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  5th  of 
Auguil  next,  to  be  then  here  hol- 
den  ;  and  this  parliament  is  pro- 
rogued to  Thurfday,  the  5th  of 
Augull  next. 
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DuMhi  Cnpe,   Oaoher  \z. 
^'»   "HIS  day  the  parliament  naV" 


ing  met  according  to  the  laft 

prorogation,  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  went  in  ftate  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  the  Com- 
mons being  fent  for  and  come 
thither  accordingly,  his  Excellency 
made  the  following  fpeech  to  both 
Iloufes  : 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
AT  a  lime  when  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  this  kingdom  are,  in 
a  more  particular  manner,  the  ob- 
jeds  of  public  attention,  it  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  the  general  tran- 
quillity, ever  defirable,  had  been 
rellored,  fo  as  to  have  left  you  en- 
tirely at  leifure  to  deliberate  on 
thofe  great  and  important  fubjcds- 
But  I  am  perfuaded  ycu  will  not 
permit  any  interefts,  however  dear 
to  you,  to  impede  your  efforts,  or 
diliurb  your  unanimity  at  this  moft 
important  period:  and  I  have  it 
exprefsly  in  command  from  his 
Majefty  to  afi'ure  you,  that  the 
cares  and  folicitudes  infeparable 
from  a  ftate  of  hoftility,  have  not 
prevented  him  from  turning  his 
royal  mind  fo  the  intereits  and 
diftrcfles  of  this  k'ngdom  with  the 
mort  affeftionaie  concern  i  of  which 
the  money  remitted  to  this  country 
for  its  defence,  when  England  had 
every  reafon  to  apprehend  a  mcft 
formidable  and  immediate  at- 
tack, affords  a  convincing  proof. 
Anxious  for  the  happinefs  of  his 
people,  his  Majefty  will  moft  cher.r- 
fully  co-operate  with  his  Parlia- 
ment in  fuch  meafures  as  may  pro- 
mote the  common  interefts  ot  all 
his  fubjedls. 

I   have   the  pleafure  to  inform 
you  of  an  acceffion  to  his  Majefty's 
family  fince  the  laft  feiHon  of  Par- 
liament. 
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rot  duplicates  of  the   fame  notes  nically)  was   feen   with   a  bundle 

come  in,  and  given  the  alarm.    By  pailing  along  Cornhill. 

com  oaring  thefe  one  v/i:h  another.  Whether  the  teller  had  difcover- 

there  was  found  fo  material  a  dif-  ed  more  of  thofe  notes  in  the  mean 

ference,  that  the  clerks  could  in-  time,    or  had   received  particular 

ftantly    tell   the  counterfeit    from  inftruflions  from    his  fuperiors  to 

the  real,   though  their  orders  were  detain  Maxwell  if  he  fFiould  come 

to   pay    both    without    heutation,  again,  is  not  n>ateria]  ;  but  certain 

provided  they  came  through   any  it  is,  that  he  inftantly  ported  after 

houfe  of  credit,  or  other  uniufpedl-  him,  and,  having  come  up  with 

ed  channel.  him,     under    pretence    of  having 

To   flrengthen    this   conjefture,  committed  a   miflake   in  the  tale 

the  writer  of  this  account   recol-  of  the  money  he  had  paid  him  the 

lefts   to   have   heard,  that,    while  day  before,  perfuaded   him  to  re- 

Matchiefon    was    at    the  Bank   to  turn  with  him  to  the  Bank  to  have 

exchange  a  real  note,  one  of  his  that  miilake  rectified.     Being  afk- 

own    forged    notes    came    in    for  ed  what  the  miflake  was,  the  other 

payment  at  the  fame  time  ;    and  n'plied,    that  he  believed  he  had 

that  this   furniihed  the   teller,    to  paid  half  a  guinea  too  much  :    on 

v.'hom  thcfe  notes  v.'ere  prefr-nred,  which  Maxwell  made  light  of  the 

with    an    occafion     to    challenge  matter,   and,  putting  his  hand  in 

Maxwell  (for  that  was  the  name  his   pocket,  pulled   out  a  guinea, 

he  went  by)   pretty   roundly  with  and  offered  him  that.     The  clerk 


having  fome  knowledge  of  thcfe 
forgeries,  feveral  of  which  had  ap- 
peared, though  no  notice  had  been 
taken  of  them,  left  it  fhould  give 
a  check  to  the  circulation  of  the 
real  notes.  This  he  fteadily  de- 
nied ;  yet  there  appeared  fome  al- 
teration in  his  countenance  which 


faid,  that  would  not  do  ;  the  mif- 
take  muft  be  rectified  by  the  books, 
or  he  muft  lofe  his  place.  This 
had  the  defired  efte£l  :  he  con- 
fented  to  return,  and  in  his  way 
back  left  his  bundle  at  a  particu- 
lar fhop.  As  foon  as  he  entered 
the    Bank,  he  v/as    told    that    he 


denoted  guilt,  but  nothing  that  muft  ftay  till  the  Direftors  met; 
could  juftify  a  detainer,  and  he  and  he  was  fhevvn  into  a  room, 
was  fuftered  to  efcape.  Alarmed,  where  the  porters  paffing  to  and 
however,  by  this,  he  knew  he  fro  might  fee  and  oblerve  his  mo- 
could  no  longer  carry  on  his  fraud  tions. 


with  fafety  in  England  ;  and  he 
was  preparing  to  leave  the  king- 
dom, when  next  day  [April  ii], 
pretty  early  in  the  morning,  the 
teller  was  told  that  \i\i  friend  Max 


What  pafled  between  him  and 
the  Diretlors,  the  writer  does  not 
pretend  to  know  ;  all  that  appear- 
ed was,  his  bundle  was  fent  for 
and  examined,  but  there  was  no- 


\yeli  (for  fo  he  was  now  ftyled  iro-     thing  exceptionable  found  in  that*. 

*  The  contents  of  the  bundle  were,  fome  linen  and  clothes,  a  pair  of  piftols, 
aoo  guineTs  in  gold,  fome  real  Bank  notes,  fome  gravers,  and  watch-malc- 
ing  tools,  but  nothing  that  had  the  appearance  of  any  inftiument  to  fabricate 
a  Bank  note. 
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Yet,    notwithftanding   this  harm- 
lefs    appearance,    it   was    thought 
neceflary,   in   a  cafe  of  fo  much 
confequence,  to  take  him  before 
Sir  John  Fielding,  where,  though 
he  had  eluded  the  queftions  that 
had  been  put  to  him  by  the  Di- 
reftors,  he  perhaps   might  not  be 
able  to  evade  thofe  put  to  him  by 
the  experience  and  fagacity  of  that 
magiilrate  ;   by  whom  he  was  par- 
ticularly  alked   as   to   his   family, 
his   friends,    his  connexions,    his 
place  of  abode,  his  purfuits,  and 
his  profeffions;   to  all  which  quef- 
tions, he  laid,  he  had  reafons  for 
declining   to  anfwer.     He  was   a 
cicizen  of  ihe  world,  he  faid,  and 
knew  not  how  he  came  into  it,  nor 
how  he  fliculd  go  out  of  it.     No- 
thing, therefore,  appearing  againft 
him,   the  SoUicitor    of  the  Bank 
fent  him    to   a  public  houfe,   at- 
tended by  proper  officers,  while  he 
Ihouldconfultthe  magiftrates  about 
reftoring  to  him  his  bundle,  and 
fetting  him  at  large.     Being  pla- 
ced in  the  infide  of  the  box  next 
the  window,  he  had  not  fat  long 
before  he,  lifting  up  the  fafh  as  if 
to  let  in  air,  gave  a  fudden  fpring, 
and  jumped  out ;  but,  being  im- 
mediately purfued,  was  taken  and 
brought    back.       This    confirmed 
the  SoUicitor  in  his  fufpicions  that 
he  was   the  man  ;  otherwife  why 
fhould  he  fly,  and  leave  his  money 
and   eflcdls    behind   him  ?     Being 
afked  his  motive,  his  anfwer  was. 
It  was  his  humour.     It  was,  how- 
ever,   determined   not  to  let  him 
go  till  he  had  undergone  a  fecond 
examination  by  Sir  John  Fielding, 
who,   before  he  was    brought  up, 
extended  his  enquiries  to  all  his 
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intelligence  offices,  and  had  col- 
lefted  all  the  information  poffible 
concerning  him  ;  when,  to  his  ut- 
ter confufion,  the  advertifement  of 
the  Darlington  bank  was  produ- 
ced, and  he  was  found  to  anfwer 
the  d.-fcription  of  Matthiefon,  who 
was  fufpedled  to  have  forged  the   N 
notes  that  had  been  counterfeited 
of  that  bank.     This  being  read  to 
him,  and  being  aflced  if  his  name 
was    not    Matthiefon,    inftead    of 
Maxwell,  he  all  at  once  -loft  his     ' 
refolution,  turned  pale,  burft  into 
tears,  and,   after  faying  he  found 
he  was  a   dead  man,    he  added, 
"  And  now  I  will  confefs  all." 
He    accordingly  owned     that    he 
fabricated  the  notes  in  the  man- 
ner already  related  ;   that  the  mo- 
ment he  had  completed  the  num- 
ber of  notes   he   thought  proper, 
he  deftroyed  the  plates  and  every 
implement  which  he  had  made  ufe 
of  in  the  fabrication  ;  that  his  next 
bufinefs    was    to   negociate    thofe 
notes,   and  then  return  and  make 
out  more  ;  that  he   had  an   afto- 
nifliing  facility  in  doing   all  this, 
fo   that  he  could  accomplifh   the 
whole   in  lefs   than  a  fingle  day. 
By  what  appeared  upon  the  trial, 
it  fhould  feeni  that  he  difcovered 
to  the  SoUicitor  of  the  Bank  his 
method  cf  counterfeiting  the  wa- 
ter-mark ;     but,     upon    enquiry, 
there  is  reafon   to  doubt  whether 
he  made  any  particular  difcovery, 
only,  in  general,  that  he  himfelf 
was  the  fole  fabricator. 

Thus  much  we  have  been  able 
to  colleft  of  a  man,  whofe  powers 
of  imitation  never  were  equalled, 
and,  we  hope,  for  the  good  of  this 
country,  n&ver  will  in  future. 


The 
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This  fum  (by  aiEts  pafl'ed  in  purfuance  of  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  ift  of  March)  is  propofed  to  be 
raifed  in  the  following  manner  : 

An  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  full 
produce  of  the  excife  and  cuftoms,  beer  and  ale, 
ibap,  candles  and  hides  excepted ; —  282,109     o 

A  tax  on  poll  horfes  of  id.  per  horfe  per  mile  164,250     o 

A«  o^,^;f;r%njl  Antir  nf  r  npr  r«»nt.    on  cambriclc  76.OOO      O 


An  additional  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  cambrick  36,000     o     o 

/).82,359     o     o 
Excefs  of  taxes 9-859    ^    o 
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His  Majejlys  ^'^oji  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Hoicj'es  of  Parliament,  No- 
vember z^th,  lyj^. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
Have  called  you  together  in  a 
conjuncture   v%hich    demands 
your  moil  ferious  attention. 

In  the  tim.e  of  profound  peace, 
without  pretence  of  provocation  or 
colour  of  complaint,  the  court  of 
France  "hath  not  forborne  to  dillurb 
the  public  tranquility,  in  violation 
of  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the 
general  rights  of  fovereigns,  nt  fit  ft 
by  the  clandeiline  fupply  of  arms 
and  other  aid  to  my  revolted  fub- 
jeAs  in  North  America,  afterwards 
by  avowing  openly  their  fupport, 
and  entering  into  formal  engage- 
ments with  the  leaders  of  the  re- 
bellion, and  at  length  by  commit- 
ting open  hoftilities  and  depreda- 
tions on  my  faithful  fubjecls,  and 
by  an  aftual  invafion  of  my  do- 
minions in  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies. 

It  is,  I  truft,  unneceiTary  for  m^e 
to  afiure  you,  that  the  fame  care 
and  concern  for  the  happinefs  of 
my  people,  which  induced  me  to 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  calami- 
tics  of  war,  will  make  me  defi- 
rous  to  fee  a  refioration  of  the 
blcflings  of  peace,  ivhenever  it  can 
be  eftefted  with  perfect  honour, 
and  with  fecurity  to  the  -righ:s  of 
this  country. 

In  the  mean   time,  I  have  not 
6 


negledled  to  take  the  proper  and 
neceil'ary  meafures  for  difappoint- 
ing  the  malignant  defigns  of  our 
enemies,  and  alio  for  making  ge- 
neral reprifals  ;  and  although  my 
efforts  have  not  been  attended  with 
all  the  fuccefs,  which  the  juftice 
of  our  Ciiufe  and  the  vigour  of  our 
exertions  feem.ed  to  promife,  yet 
the  extenfive  commerce  of  my  fub- 
je6ls  has  been  prcieitcd  in  moft 
of  its  branches,  and  large  repri- 
fals have  been  made  upon  the  in- 
jurious aggreffors,  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  n<y  fleets,  and  by  the  ac- 
tive and  enterprizing  fpirit  of  my 
people. 

The  great  armaments  of  other 
powers,  however  friendly  and  fin- 
cere  their  profeffions,  hov/ever  juft 
and  honourable  their  purpofes, 
muft;  necefiarily  engage  our  atten- 
tion. 

It  would  have  afforded  m.e  very 
great  fatisfaftion  to  have  informed 
you,  that  the  conciliatory  mea- 
fures, planned  by  the  vvifdom  and 
tem.per  of  parliament,  had  taken 
the  defiled  efFeft,  and  brought  the 
troubles  in  North  America  to  a 
happy  conclufion. 

In  this  fit  nation  of  affairs,  the 
national  honour  and  fecurity  call 
fo  loudly  upon  us  for  the  moft  ac- 
tive exertions,  that  I  cannot  doubt 
of  your  heartieft  concurrence  and 
fupport.  From  the  vigour  of  your 
councils,  and  the  conduft  and  in- 
trepidity of  my  officers  and  forces 

by 
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his  dominions,  to  cruel  and  ruinous 
retaliations. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  queftion 
was  put,  and  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. Contents  37.  Non-con- 
tents 71,  including  proxies. 

Diffentient, 
I  ft.  Becaufe  the  public  law  of 
nations,  in  affirmance  of  the  dic- 
tates of  nature,  and  the  precepts 
of  revealed  religion,  forbids  us  to 
refort  to  the  extremes  of  war  upon 
our  own  opinion  of  their  expe- 
diency, or  in  any  cafe  to  carry  on 
war  for  the  purpofe  of  defolation. 
We  know  that  the  rights  of  war 
are  odious,  and  inllead  of  being 
ex'tended  upon  loofe  confcrudions 
and  fpeculations  ofdanger,  ought  to 
be  bound  up  and  limited  by  all  the 
reftraints  of  the  moft  rigorous  con- 
ftruftion .  We  are  fhocked  to  fee  the 
firftlaw  of  nature,  felf-prefervation, 
perverted  and  abufed  into  a  princi- 
ple deiiruclive  of  all  other  laws ; 
and  a  rule  laid  down,  by  which  our 
own  fafety  is  rendered  incompati- 
ble with  the  profperity  of  mankind. 
Thofe  objefts  of  war,  which  can- 
not be  compafTed  by  fair  and  ho- 
nourable hoftility,  ought  not  to 
be  compafled  at  all.  An  end  that 
lias  no  means,  but  fuch  as  are  un- 
lawful, is  an  unlawful  end.  The 
manifefto  exprefsly  founds  the 
change  it  announces  from  a  quali- 
fied and  mitigated  war,  to  a  war 
of  extremity  and  defolation,  on  a 
certainty  that  the  provinces  muft 
be  independent,  and  mail  become 
an  acceffion  to  the  ftrength  of  an 
enemy.  In  the  midll  of  the  cala- 
mities, by  which  our  lofs  of  em- 
pire has  been  preceded  and  ac- 
companied ;  in  the  midft  of  our 
apprehenfions  for  the  farther  cala- 
mities which  impend  over  us,  it 


is  a  matter  of  frefh  grief  and  accu- 
mulated (hame,  to  fee  from  a  com- 
miliion  under  the  great  feal  of  this 
kingdom,  a  declaration  for  defo-< 
lating  a  vaft  continent,  folely  be- 
caufe we  had  not  the  wifdom  to 
retain,  or  the  power  to  fubdue  it. 

2dly.  Becaufe  the  avowal  of  a 
deliberate  purpofe  of  violating  the 
law  of  nations  mnft  give  an  alarm 
to  every  ftate  in  Europe.  All 
commonwealths  have  a  concern 
in  that  law,  and  are  its  natural 
avengers.  At  this  time,  furround- 
ed  by  enemies,  and  deftitute  of  all 
allies,  ic  is  not  neceflary  to  fliarpen 
and  embitter  the  hoftility  of  de- 
clared foes,  or  to  provoke  the  en- 
mity of  neutral  ftates.  We  truft 
that  by  the  natural  ftrength  of  this 
kingdom,  we  are  fecured  from  a 
foreign  conqueil,  but  no  nation  is 
fecured  from  the  invafion  and  in- 
curfions  of  enemies.  And  it  feems 
to  us  the  height  of  frenzy,  as  well  as 
wickcdnefs,  to  expofe  this  country 
to  cruel  depredations,  and  other 
outrages  too  rtioc.king  to  mention 
(but  which  are  ail  contained  in  the 
idea  of  the  extremes  of  war  and 
defolation)  by  eftablilhing  a  falfe, 
fhamefuj,  and  pernicious  maxim, 
that  where  we  have  no  intereft  to 
preferve,  we  are  called  upon  by 
neceffity  to  deftroy.  This  king- 
dom has  long  enjoyed  a  profound 
internal  peace,  and  has  fiourifhed 
above  all  others  in  the  arts  and 
enjoyments  of  that  happy  ftate. 
It  has  been  the  admiration  of  the 
world  for  its  cultivation  and  its 
plenty  :  for  the  comforts  of  the 
poor,  the  fplendor  of  the  rich, 
and  the  content  and  profperity  of 
all.  This  fituation  of  fafety  may 
be  attributed  to  the  greatnefs  of 
our  power.  It  is  more  becoming, 
and  more  true,  that  we  ought  to 

[T]  3  attribute 
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attribute  that  fafety,  and  the  power 
which  procured  it,  to  the  ancient 
juftice,  honour,  humanity,  and 
generofity  of  this  kingdom,  which 
brought  down  the  blefiing  of  pro- 
vidence on  a  people  who  made 
their  profpcrity  a  benefit  to  the 
world,  and  inierefted  all  nations 
in  their  fortune,  whofe  example  of 
mildnefs  and  benignity  at  once  hu- 
manized others,  and  rendered  it- 
felf  inviolable.  In  departing  from 
thofe  fo!id  principles,  and  vainly 
trufling  to  the  f  agility  of  human 
force,  and  to  the  efficacy  of  arms, 
rendered  impotent  by  their  pcr- 
verlion,  we  lay  down  principles, 
and  furnifli  examples  of  the  moft 
atrocious  barbarity.  We  are  to 
dread  ihat  all  our  power,  peace, 
and  opulence  fhould  vanifh  like  a 
dream,  and  that  the  cruelties 
which  we  think  fafe  to  exercife, 
becaufe  their  immediate  objeft  is 
remote,  be  brought  to  the  coafts, 
perhaps  to  the  bofom  of  this  king- 
dom. 

3dly.  Becaufe,  if  the  explana- 
tion given  in  debate,  be  expreffive 
of  the  true  fenfe  of  the  article  in 
the  mr.nifefto,  fuch  explanation 
ought  to  be  made,  and  by  as  high 
authority  as  tiiat  under  which  the 
exceptionable  article  was  originally 
publillied.  The  natural  and  ob- 
vious fenfe  indicates,  that  the  ex- 
tremes of  war  had  hitherto  been 
checked  ;  that  his  Majelly's  gene- 
rals had  hitherto  foreborne  (upon 
principles  of  benignity  and  policy) 
to  defolate  the  country;  but  that 
the  whole  nature,  and  future  con- 
duct of  the  war  mufi;  be  changed, 
in  order  to  render  the  American 
acceflion  of  as  little  avail  to  France 
as  poflible.  This,  in  our  appre- 
henfion,  conveys  a  menace  of  car- 
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rying  the  war  to  extremes  and  to 
defolation,  or  it  means  nothing. 
And  as  fome  fpeeches  in  the  Houfe 
(however  palliated)  and  as  fome 
afts  of  fingular  cruelty,  and  per- 
fedtly  conformable  to  the  apparent 
ideas  in  the  manifefto,  have  lately 
been  exercifed,  it  becomes  the 
more  neceffary,  for  the  honour  and 
fafety  of  tliis  nation,  that  this  ex- 
planation ihould  be  made.  As  it 
is  refufed,  v/e  have  only  to  clear 
ourfelves  to  our  confciences,  to 
our  country,  to  our  neighbours, 
and  to  every  individual  who  may 
fuiFer  in  confequence  of  this  atro- 
cious menace,  of  ail  part  in  the 
guilt,  or  in  the  evils  that  may  be- 
come its  punifhment.  And  we 
chufe  to  draw  ourfelves  out,  and 
to  diftinguifh  ourfelves  to  pofterity, 
as  not  being  the  firft  to  renew,  to 
approve,  or  to  tolerate,  the  return 
of  that  ferocity  and  barbarifm  in 
war,  which  a  beneficent  religion, 
and  enlightened  manners,  and  true 
military  honour,  had  for  a  long 
time  banifhed  from  the  Chriftian 
world. 
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Die  Veneris,  Apr.  Z^^"^^. 

Moved, 

"THAT  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  remove  the  Right  Hon.  John 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  firft  commif- 
fioner  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  one  of  his  Majefty's  mofl 
honourable  privy  council,  from 
the  faid  office  of  firft  Lord  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Admiralty." 

After  much  debate,  the  queflion 
was  put,  and  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. Contents  39.  Non-con- 
tents 78. 

Diflentient, 
Becaufe,  as  it  is  highly  becom- 
ing this  great  council  of  the  na- 
tion to  addrefs  his  Majefty  for  the 
removal  of  any  Minifter  for  negleft 
of  duty  or  incapacity,  in  order  to 
prevent  public  detriment;  fo  we 
conceive  the  notoriety  of  the  fadls 
in  this  debate  fufficiently  warrants, 
and  the  prefent  alarming  Situation 
of  public  affairs,  loudly  calls  for, 
this  interpofition. 

Abingd/on,  Bolton, 

Courtenay,  Harcourt, 

Craven,  Grafton, 

King,  Fitzwilliam, 

Fortefcue,  Richmond, 

Spencer,  Staniford, 

Ferrers,  Effingham, 

Manchefter,  Portland, 

Rockingham,         Camden, 
Briftol,  Egremont, 

Scarborough,         Pembroke, 
Radnor,  De  Ferrars, 

Wycombe. 

DifTentient, 
Becaufe,  having  made  the  mo- 
tion alluded  to  in  the  above  difTent, 


I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to 
Jet  pofterity  know  the  particular 
grounds  I  made  that  motion  upon. 

ift.  Becaufe,  fmce  the  year 
1771,  there  has  been  6,917,872!. 
5  s.  o|.  granted  for  naval  purpofes, 
more  than  was  granted  in  an  equal 
number  of  years,  between  1751 
and  1759,  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy, 
although  we  had  been  four  years 
at  war  with  France  within  that 
period. 

2d!y.  Becaufe  the  navy  of  Eng- 
land appears  to  be  reduced  from 
what  it  was  in  the  year  1771,  when 
the  prefent  firft  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty fucceeded  to  the  head  of  chat 
board,  notwi^hftanding  the  im- 
menfe  fums  granted  for  its  fupport 
and  increafe  lince  that  time. 

3dly.  Becaufe  it  appears,  after 
having  received  fuch  repeated  in- 
telligence as  hath  been  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  received  from 
the  3d  of  January,  3778,  to  the 
27th  of  April  following,  of  the 
equipment  and  progrefs  of  the 
Toulon  fquadron,  to  their  failing 
on  the  13th  of  April,  1778;  the 
not  fending  a  fquadron  into  the 
Midditerranean,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of,  and  endeavour  to  inter- 
cept, the  faid  French  fquadron 
from  paffing  the  Straits,  nor  fend- 
ing any  reinforcement  to  Vice  Ad- 
miral Lord  Howe,  or  even  dif- 
patching  Vice  Admiral  Byron  till 
the  9th  of  June,  1778,  was  ex- 
pofing  the  fleet  as  well  as  army 
of  England,  then  employed  in 
America,  to  a  very  fuperior  force 
of  France. 

4thly.  Becaufe  it  appears  the 
fending  of  Admiral  Keppel  ofF 
Breft  the  13th  of  June,  with 
twenty  fail  of  the  line,  when  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty knewj  or  ought  to  have 
\y"\  4  known. 
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known,  that  the  French  fleet  then 
actually  at  Breft,  and  fiuing  for 
fea,  confifted  of  32  (hips  of  the 
line,  befides  many  heavy  frigates, 
might  have  been  produdlive  at  that 
time  of  the  molt  tatal  confequences 
to  the  o'lly  oonhierable  naval 
force  this  kingdom  had  then  ready 
for  its  proteftion,  but  alfo  to  the 
trade,  and  even  the  ports  of  thefe 
kingdoms.  And  if  Admiral  Kep- 
pel  had  remained  with-  his  20  fail 
of  the  line  off  Brelt,  he  muft  with 
thofe  Ihips  have  engaged  the 
French  fleet  of  30  fail  of  the  line, 
who  failed  on  the  Sth  of  July,  as 
Admiral  Keppel  could  not  get  the 
reinforcement  even  of  four  fhips  of 
the  !:ne  to  join  him  till  the  9th 
of  July,  although  he  was  then  at 
St.  Helens  for  that  purpofe. 

5Lhly.  Becaufe  it  appears  we 
lolt  that  valuable  ifland  of  Domi- 
nica, for  want  of  timely  reinforce- 
ments and  proper  inftruftions  be- 
ing fcnt  to  Admiral  Barrington. 

6tl'.Iy.  Becaufe,  for  want  of  the 
fmallcft  naval  force  being  fent  to 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  we  have  alfo 
loll  the  valuable  flation  of  Senegal, 
which  might  in  time,  with  proper 
attention,  have  opened  new  mar- 
kets for  our  drooping  manufac- 
tures. 

7thly.  Becaufe  it  appears  that 
the  Admiralty,  without  any  deli- 
beration whatfocver,  having  fo  pre- 
cipitately ordered  a  court  martial 
upoa  a  commander  in  chief,  of 
great  rank  and  charadter,  which 
Admiral  Keppel  bears  in  his  Ma- 
jefly's  fleet,  was  fruftrating  the  fa- 
lutary  intentions  of  that  difcie- 
tionary  power,  lodged  by  the  confti- 
tutlon  in  the  lords  commifiioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  where- 
by all  malicious  and  ill-founded 
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charges  (by  whomfoever  exhibited) 
may  be  avoided,  and  the  union 
and  difcipline  of  the  fervice  not 
interrupted. 

Bristol. 


June  I  ith  thefoUovjinv  MeJJage  was 
fent  by  the  King  to  both  Hoiifei 
of  Parliament. 

GEORGE  R. 
nPHE  ambaiTador  of  the  King 
-"•  of  Spain  having  delivered 
a  paper  to  Lord  Vifcount  Vv^ey- 
mouch,  and  figniiied  that  he  has  re- 
ceived orders  from  his  court,  imme- 
diately to  vvithdiaw  from  this  coun- 
try; his  Majelly  has  judged  itnecef- 
fary  to  diredl;  a  copy  of  that  paper  to 
be  laid  before  both  Houfes  of  par- 
liament, as  a  matter  of  the  highefl 
importance  to  the  crown  and  peo- 
ple ;  and  his  M;ijefty  acquaints 
them  at  the  fame  time  that  he  has 
found  himfelf  obliged,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  holHle  declaration,  to 
recall  his  ambafiador  from  Madrid. 

His  Majefty  declares,  in  the 
moll:  folemn  manner,  that  his  de- 
flre  to  preferve  and  to  cultivate 
peace  and  friendly  intercourfe  with 
the  court  of  Spain,  has  been  uni- 
form and  fincere  ;  and  that  his 
condudl  towards  that  power  has 
been  guided  by  no  other  motives 
or  principles  than  thofe  of  good 
faith,  honour,  and  juftice  ;  and 
his  Majefty  fees  with  the  greater 
furprife  the  pretences  on  which 
this  declaration  is  grounded,  as 
fome  of  the  grievances  enumerated 
in  that  paper  have  never  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  his  Majelly,  ei- 
ther by  reprefentation  on  the  part 
of  the  Catholick  King,  or  bv  in- 
telligence fiom  any  other  quarter; 
and  in  all  thofe  cafes  where  appli- 
cations 
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obliged  ro  give  orders  to  your  am- 
baffador  to  withdraw  from  that 
court. 

We  beg  leave  to  affure  your 
Majefty,  that  among  the  many 
proofs  we  have  received  of  your 
Majefty's  confiant  care  and  con- 
cern for  the  fafety  and  happinefs 
of  your  people,  your  Majefty's 
declaration  of  your  fincere  delire 
to  preferve  and  to  cultivate  peace 
and  friendly  intercourfe  with  the 
court  of  Spain,  cannot  fail  to  in- 
fpire  us  with  the  highell  fenti- 
ments  of  gratitude  and  attach- 
ment ;  and  that,  animated  by 
your  Majefty's  example,  we  will, 
with  unfhaken  fidelity  and  refolu- 
tion,  and  with  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes, ftand  by  and  fupport  your 
Majefty  againft  all  the  hoftile  de- 
figns  and  attempts  of  your  eqemies 
againft  the  honour  of  your  crown, 
and  the  rights  and  common  in- 
terefts  of  all  your  Majefty's  fub- 
jeds." 

Upon  the  motion  for  the  above 
addrefs,  an  amendment  was  pro- 
pofed  by  adding  the  following 
words  : 

"  That  in  a  moment  fo  critical 
as  that  v/hich  now  prefents  itfeif 
to  the  confideration  of  parliament, 
the  moft   awful    this  country   has 
ever  experienced,  it  would  be  de- 
ceiving his  Majefty,  and  the  na- 
tion, if  at  the  fame   time  that  we 
lament   the  fatal   efFe£t   of    thofe 
councils,  which,  by  dividing  and 
paper  delivered  to  Lord  Vifcount    wafting   the  force  of  the  empire, 
Weymouth   by  the  ambaffador  of    by  civil  wars,  incited   our  natural 
the  King  of  Spain,  which  we  can-    enemies  to  take  advantage  of  our 


cations    have  been    received,    the 
matter  of  compliint  has  been  treat 
ed  with  the  utmoft  attention,  and 
put  into  a  courfe  of  enquiry  and 
redrefs. 

His  Majefty  has  the  iirmeft  con- 
fidence, that  his  parliament  will, 
with  that  zeal  and  public  fpirit, 
wliich  he  has  fo  often  experienced, 
fupport  his  Majefty  in  his  refolu- 
tion,  to  exert  all  the  power,  and 
all  the  refources  of  the  nation,  to 
refift  and  repel  any  hoftile  attempts 
of  the  court  of  Spain  ;  and  that, 
by  the  blefTing  of  God,  on  the  rec- 
titude of  his  intentions,  and  the 
equity  of  his  caufe,  his  Majefty 
will  be  able  to  withftand  and  de- 
feat the  unjuft  and  dangerous  en- 
terprifes  of  his  enemies,  againft 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 
commerce,  the  rights,  and  the 
common  interefts  of  all  his  fub- 
jefts. 


The  hiimhle  Addrefs  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  in  Parliament  ajjem- 
klcd. 

*'  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
"07E,  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
^  ^  tifiil  and  loyal  fabjedts,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  mef- 
fage,  and  communication   of   the 


not  but  confider  as  a  matter  of  the 
higheft  importance  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's crown  and  people  ;  and  for 
acquainting  us,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  hoftile  declaration, 
your  Majefty  had  found  yourfelf 


weak  and  diftracled  condition  ; 
were  v/e  not  to  reprefent  to  his 
Majefty,  that  the  only  means  of 
refilling  the  powerful  combination 
that  now  threatens  this  country, 
will  be  by  a  total  change  of  that 

fyftem 
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fyftem  that  has  involved  us  in  oar 
prefent  difficulties  in  A  erica,  in 
Ireland,  and  at  home  ,  by  fuch 
means,  atended  with  prudent  ceco- 
nomy  and  a  due  exertion  of  the 
forcen  of  a  free  and  uniied  ppople, 
we  truit  that  hlo  Majefty,  vvitji  the 
afTiAance  of  Divine  Providence, 
will  be  able  to  withiland  ali  his 
enemies,  and  to  rcllore  Great  Bri- 
tain to  its  former  refpedled  and 
happy  fituation." 

The  queftlon  being  put,  that 
thofe  words  Hand  part  of  the  ad- 
drefs,  it  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. Contents  32.  Non-con- 
tents 57. 

Diffentient, 
Becaufe    the    amendment    pro- 
pofed,  recommending  to  his  Ma- 
jefty   a  change   of  fyllem   in   the 
principles  and  condutl  of  the  war, 
appears  to  us  to  be  warranted  by 
every  confiderat'on  which  prudence 
and  experience  can  fuggeft,  and  to 
be  called  for  by  the  extreme  mag- 
nitude of  the  dangers  which  fur- 
round  us.     The  formal  furrender 
of  all  right  to  tax  North  America, 
propofed   by  the  very  fame  Mini- 
llers,  who  at  the  expence  at  fifty 
thoufand  lives,   and  thirty  millions  of 
money,  had  for  three  years  fuccef- 
fiively  attempted  to    eilahlifh   this 
claim,    neceffarily   provrs,    either 
that  thofe  principles  of  legiflation 
which  they  had  thus  afierted   and 
thus    abandoned    were    unjull    in 
themfelves,     or    that    the    whole 
power  of  Great  Britain  under  their 
condudl  was   unabie  to  efFedtuate  a 
reafonable  dependency  oi  its  own 
colonies.     A  dilemma  diflicnour- 
able  to  them   and  ruinous    to  us; 
and  which,  whatever  fide  is  taken, 
proves   them    wholly    undeferving 
of  the  future  coniidence  of  a  Sove- 
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reign  and  a  people  whofe  implick 
ti  nil  in  them  (the  largelT:  which 
ever  was  repofed  by  any  King  or 
any  nation)  they  have  abufed  in  a 
mannei  of  which  the  records  of 
parliament  and  the  calamities  of 
the  nation  are  but  too  faithful  wit- 
nefics. 

if  the  whole  force  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  aided  by  the 
moil  lavifh  grants,  affiiled  by  thir- 
ty thoufand  Germans,  unobftrufted 
for  a  long  time  by  any  foreiga 
power,  has  failed  in  three  cam- 
paigns againft  the  unprepared  pro- 
vinces of  North  America;  we 
fhould  hold  ourfelves  equally  un- 
worthy of  all  truft,  if  we  were  wil- 
ling to  confide  in  thofe  abilities 
which  have  totally  failed  in  the  An- 
gle conteft  with  the  colonies,  for 
refcuing  us  from  the  united  and 
frefh  efforts  of  France  and  Spain, 
in  addition  to  the  fuccefsful  re- 
fiftance  of  North  America. 

In  fuch  a  fituation,  a  change  of 
fyftem  appeared  to  us  to  be  our 
indifpenfable  duty  to  advife.  We 
have  confidered  fuch  a  change  as  the 
only  means  of  procuring  that  union 
of  councils,  that  voluntary  effort 
of  every  individual  in  the  empire 
which  is  neceffary  to  be  called  forth 
in  this  hour  of  danger.  We  have 
readily  concurred  in  a  lincere  offer 
of  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  fupport 
of  his  Majefty  againft  the  attacks 
of  his  enemies.  Thofe  valuable 
pledges,  both  of  v/hat  is  our  own 
perfonally,  and  of  what  belongs  to 
our  fellow  citizens  (which  ought 
to  be,  and  are  no  lefs  dear  to  us), 
give  us  a  full  right  to  claim  and 
de-inand  fome  better  fecurity  for 
their  being  employed  with  judg- 
ment and  effedl,  for  the  purpofes 
for  which  v/e  offer  them,  than  can 
be  derived  from  the  opinions,  in 

which 
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which  all  mankind  concur,  of  the 
total  want  of  capacity  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters. 

We  have  avoided  recommend- 
ing any  fpecific  meafures,  in  order 
not  to  embarrafs  government  in  a 
moment  of  fuch  difficulty:  but 
we  have  no  fcrcple  in  declaring, 
that  whatever  may  be  the  future 
condufl  of  Great  Britain  with  re- 
fpcdl  to  America,  the  collefting 
our  force  at  a  proper  time  to  refift 
and  CO  annoy  our  natural  rivals 
and  ancient  enemies,  feems  to  us 
beyond  a  doubt  to  be  proper  and 
expedient. 

2dly.  We  think  this  advice  the 
more  feafonable,  becaufe  we  know 
the  obftinate  attachment  of  the 
Minifters  to  that  unfortunate  fyf- 
tem,  from  the  fatal  predilection  to 
which  they  have  fulFered  the  fafety 
of  the  ftate  to  be  endangered,  and 
the  naval  ftrength  of  our  power- 
ful, jealous,  and  natural  rivals  to 
grow  under  their  eyes,  without  the 
leaft  attempt  at  interruption,  until 
it  had  arrived  at  its  prefent  alarm- 
ing magnitude,  infidious  combi- 
nation, and  hofiile  direftion. 

3dly.  This  plan  appears  to  us 
ftrongly  enforced,  by  the  melan- 
choly condition  in  which  the  mif- 
-conduft  and  criminal  negledts  of 
the  Minifters  have  placed  us. — 
Our  beft  refources  wafted  and  con- 
fumed  ;  the  Briiifti  empire  rent 
afunder;  a  combination  of  the 
moft  powerful  nations  formed 
againft  us,  with  a  naval  fuperio- 
rity  both  in  number  of  fhips  and 
alacrity  of  preparation  ;  and  this 
country  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
left  entirely  expofed,  without  the 
aid  of  a  fingle  ally.  We  fhould 
think  ourfelves  partakers  in  the 
offences  of  the  Minifters,  and  ac- 
ceilaries  to  our  own  deftrudion,  if 
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we  neglefted  any  poflibie  means  of 
fecuring  a  proper  application  of  all 
the  force  we  have  left,  from  a 
blind  confidence  in  perfons,  oa 
whofe  account  no  nation  in  Eu- 
rope will  have  any  confidence  in 
us.  A  manly  difpofition  in  par- 
liament to  apply  the  national  wif- 
dom  to  the  cure  of  the  national 
dirtempers,  would  reftore  our  cre- 
dit and  reputation  abroad,  and 
induce  foreign  nations  to  court 
that  alliance  which  they  now  fly 
from  ;  would  invigorate  our  exer- 
tions at  home;  and  call  forth  the 
full  operation  of  that  Britifli  fpirit 
which  has  fo  often,  under  the  di- 
redion  of  wife  counfel  and  a  pro- 
teding  Providence,  proved  fupe- 
rior  to  numbers;  but  which  caa 
have  no  exiftence  but  from  a  well- 
founded  opinion,  that  it  is  to  be 
exerted  under  Minifters  and  com- 
manders who  poffefs  the  efteem  and 
affedion  of  the  people. 

We  have  in  vain  called  for  fome 
plan  on  which  to  build  better 
hopes,  or  for  fome  reafon  for  ad- 
hering to  the  prefent  fyftem. 

We  have  in  vain  requefted  to 
know  what  have  been  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  mediation,  what  are 
the  grievances  complained  of  by 
the  Spanifh  court,  in  order  that 
we  may  weigh  the  juftice  of  that 
war  in  which  we  are  going  to  en- 
gage, on  which  foundation  alone 
we  can  rely  for  the  protcftion  of 
Providence. 

We  have  urged  the  neceffity  of 
the  great  council  of  the  nation  con- 
tinuing to  fit,  that  his  Majefty 
may  not  be  deprived  of  the  advice 
of  parliament  in  fuch  a  difficult 
crifis. 

All  thefe  reprefentations  hav3 
been  met  with  a  fullen  and  unfa- 
tisfadory  filence;  which  gives  us 

but 
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but  too  much  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  Minillcrs  mean  to  perfevere 
in  that  unhappy  courfe,  which  has 
been  the  caule  of  all  our  miifor- 
tunes. 

After  doing  our  utmofl:  to  awak- 
en the  Houfe  to  a  better  fenfe  of 
things,  we  take  this  method  of 
clearing  ourfelves  of  the  confe- 
quences  which  muft  refult  from  the 
continuance  of  fuch  meafures. 
E.ichmond,  Manchefter, 

Abergavenny,      Efnngham, 
Derby,     '  Ferrers, 

De  Ferrars,  King, 

Harcourt,  Portland, 

Rockingham,       Radnor, 
Scarborough,        Coventry, 
Ponfonby,  Hereford, 

Devonflure,  p'oley. 

Egremont, 


Die  Martis,   2^"^  junii,    \J'jg. 

THE  bill  for  the  more  effec- 
tually manning  the  navy  was  read 
a  third  time,  'fhen  an  amendment 
being  piopofed  to  be  made  thereto; 
the  fame  was  objeded  to  after  a 
long  debate.  The  queilion  was 
put  thereupon.  Refolved  in  the 
affirmative.  Then  it  was  moved 
to  re-commit  the  bill.  The  qocf- 
tion  was  put  thereupon.  Re- 
folved in  the  negative.  Con- 
tents 24.     Not-contents  50. 

Diflentient, 
Becaufc  the  re-commitment  of 
this  bill,  which  was  moved, 
but  which  the  Houfe  has  thought 
proper  to  negative,  appeared  to  us 
to  be  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the 
introducHc  n  of  fuch  alterations  as 
might,  we  hope,  have  enabled  the 
Houfe  to  concur  unanimoufly  in 
the  fufpenfion  of  thofe  acls  of  par- 
liament which  (land  in  the  way  of 
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the  extraordinary  fupply  of  men 
wanted  for  equipping  the  fleet  on 
the  prefent  emergency  ;  an  unani- 
mity at  this  time  is  certainly  de- 
firable,  which  we  have  fnewn  our 
readinefs  to  produce,  by  offeiing 
to  acquiefce  in  meafures  of  confi- 
derable  hardfhip  and  oppreffion,  oa 
account  of  the  deplorable  fituation, 
to  which  this  country  is  reduced  ; 
although,  that  fituation,  fo  f^ir 
from  being  imputable  to  us,  is  to 
be  afcribed  folely  to  that  obllinate 
adherence  to  a  fyftem,  of  which 
we  have  conflandy  foretold  the 
confequenccs  we  now  fo  unhappily 
experience. 

We  wifhed  in  the  commi*i."e  not 
to  have  fuffered  the  day  of  the' 
commencement  of  this  bill  to  re- 
main, as  it  novv  ftands  the  fif- 
teenth of  the  prefent  month,  a  pe- 
riod antecedent  bv  fourteen  days 
to  the  pafTing  of  this  bill,  whereby 
it  has  a  retrofpeftive  operation, 
and  becomes  an  ex  pcji  faSlo  law, 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  juf- 
tice,  contrary  to  parliamentary 
faith,  and  contrary  to  true  po- 
licy. 

We  wiflied  to  have  accompanied 
this  alteration  in  the  comn?ittee 
with  an  aft  of  indemnity  for  the 
avowed  breacli  of  the  laws  now  in 
being;  we  oft'ered  to  confent  to 
this  indemnity  in  the  fullell:  man- 
ner that  could  be  wifhed,  although 
the  proofs  we  repeatedly  called 
for,  of  the  extent  of  the  benefit, 
were  refafed ;  proofs  v/hich  we 
did  not  require  to  be  attended  with 
that  degree  'of  ilriftnefs  which 
could  render  it  difhcult  to  produce 
them;  proofs,  which  in  common 
cafes,  from  an  effential  pan  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  infradlor  of 
law  is  to  be  faved  harmiefs,  but 
which,    in   the    prefent    inltanct?, 

W3 
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liamcnt,  by  the  birth  of  another 
Frince.  May  the  fame  Providence 
that  continues  to  increafe  his  do- 
meftic  felicity,  proteft  the  honour 
of  his  crown,  and  the  happinefs  of 
his  people. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons, 

It  is  with  great  concern  I  am  to 
inform  you,  that  on  account  of  the 
extraordinary  decline  of  the  reve- 
nues, the  very  liberal  fupplies  of 
the  latl  feflion  have  proved  inade- 
quate to  the  exigencies  of  govern- 
ment; fo  that,  contrary  to  my 
.  moll  fanguine  expeflations,  and 
moft  earnell  endeavours,  there  is  a 
confiderable  arrear  now  to  be  pro- 
vided for. 

His  Majefty,  from  his  paternal 
attention  to  the  interefts  of  his 
people,  and  his  foilicicude  to  ob- 
viate to  the  utmoil,  the  neceffity 
of  increafing  their  burdens,  has 
gracioufly  commanded  me  to  de- 
clare to  you,  that  the  greatefl 
ceccncmy  fhall  in  every  inrtance 
be  exerted,  as  far  as  may  be  con- 
iiJ^ent  with  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  real  interefts  of 
the  nation. 

I  have  ordered  the  public  ac- 
counts, and  other  ncceffary  papers, 
to  be  laid  before  you  3  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  your  known  loyalty 
'o  your  King,  and  attachment  to 
your  country,  will  induce  you  to 
go  as  far  as  the  national  abilities 
will  admit,  in  making  2  provificn 
fuitable  to  the  exigency  of  the 
times,  and  the  honourable  fupport 
of  his  Majefly's  government- 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
The    united    efforts    and    great 
military  prepnraiions  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon    ieern    cr;lv    to   have 
\  OL.  XXII. 


roufed  the  courage,  and  called 
forth  the  exertions  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  bra\'e  and  loyal  fubjeds  of 
this  kinjidom.  ]  have  only  to  la- 
ment, that  the  exhaufled  ftate  of 
the  treafury  has  hitherto  pnt  it  out 
of  my  power  to  give  thofe  exer- 
tions the  mofl:  extenfive  and  con- 
llitutional  operation,  by  carrying 
the  militia  lav/s  into  execution. 

I  am  perfuaded  you  will  not  fuf- 
fer  any  dangers  that  may  be 
threatened  from  abroad  to  draw 
cfF  your  attention  from  wife  and 
neceffary  domeftic  regulations  3 
and  that,  among  the  many  fub- 
jet^s  worthy  of  your  conf.deration, 
the  Proteftant  charter  fchools  and 
linen  manufifture  v/ill  continue  to 
be  objedts  of  your  ferious  atten- 
tion , 

In  promoting  thefe,  and  in  all 
other  meafures  that  may  tend  to 
increafe  the  profperity  and  improve 
the  true  interefts  of  this  kingdomj 
I  am  bound  to  co-operate  with 
you  by  a  double  tie  of  inclination 
and  duty.  Nothing  can  everaiTeft 
me  with  more  real  fatisfadlion, 
than  the  exerting  my  bed  endea- 
vours for  the  welfare  of  Ireland  5 
nor  can  I  ever  render  2  more  ac- 
ceptable fervice  to  my  Sovereign, 
than  in  promoting  the  happinefs 
of  his  people. 


'it'/^e  humhie  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Tempcral,  iv  Far- 
liament  ajfinnbled,  to  his  Excillencj 
the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  i-iith  his 
ExceVuiicy^ s  AnJ-xver. 

Mny  it  pleafe  your  ExcellSncyj 

WEj  his  Majefty's  moft  duti-^ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjeif^s,   the! 
Lords   Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
Pa-Viamcnt  aiTembled,  return  your 
{Z}  ■  Excel- 
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Excellency  our  fincere  thanks  for 
your  moft  excellent  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

We  feel  ourfelves  happy  in  be- 
ing again  affembled  in  Parliament 
under  your  Excellency's  adminif- 
tration,  of  which  we  have  had 
fuch  experience,  as  fills  us  with 
the  beft  grounded  hopes  and  con- 
fidence, that,  affifted  by  your  Ex- 
cellency's knowledge  of,  and  ear- 
neft  defire  to  promote  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  this  country,  fuch  tilings 
may  be  accompliihed,  as  may  emi- 
nently diftinguifh  the  prefent  {ef- 
fion  of  parliament,  by  the  wife 
provifion,  and  ufeful  regulations 
which  fliiall  be  made  in  it,  for 
reftoring  and  eftablilhing  the  na- 
tional profperity. 

We  cannot  doubt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's faithful  reprefentations  of 
this  country,  when  we  hear  from 
the  throne,  as  we  have  done,  that 
his  Majefty  hath  gracioufly  con- 
defcendcd  to  aflure  us,  that  the 
cares  and  folicitudes  infeparable 
from  a  ftate  of  hoftility,  have  not 
been  able  to  prevent  him  from 
turning  his  thoughts  to  the  inte- 
reft  and  diilreffes  of  this  kingdom, 
and  to  afford  us  fuch  a  proof  as  he 
has  done  of  his  afFeftionace  con- 
cern, by  the  remittance  made  to 
this  country  for  its  fupport. 

We  rejoice  with  your  Excellen- 
cy, on  the  happy  acceffion  to  his 
Majelly's  royal  family  by  the  birth 
of  another  Prince. 

We  congratulate  with  your  Ex- 
cellency, that,  notwithftanding 
the  united  efforts  of  his  Majefty's 
enemies,  there  is  that  difplay  of 
courage  and  manifeftation  of  zeal 
for  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty's 
facred  perfon  and  government, 
through  all  orders  and  ranks  ot  the 
people  in  this  kingdom,  as  ihews 
5 


that  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubjeds- 
here,  are  fo  far  from  being  caft 
down  and  difmayed,  by  any  hollile 
efforts  or  threats,  that  they  are 
animated  to  a  degree,  that  roufes 
the  brave  and  military  fpirit  of 
this  country,  that  hath  (o  emi- 
nently diflinguiihed  itlelf  at  all 
times. 

We  beg  leave  to  alTure  your 
Excellency,  that  we  will  not  fufFer 
any  dangers,  with  which  we  may 
be  threatened  from  abroad,  to 
draw  off  our  attention  from  wife 
and  domeftic  regulations ;  and  that 
among  the  great  objefts,  worthy 
of  our  confideration,  the  Protellant 
charter  fchcols,  and  linen  manu- 
fadlure,  will  continue  to  have  a 
juil;  (hare  of  our  attention. 

We  cannot  but  offer  to  your 
Excellency  our  moft  grateful 
thanks,  for  the  kind  affurance  that 
you  have  given  us,  of  your  co- 
operating with  us  in  promoting 
fuch  meafures,  as  may  tend  to  in- 
creafe  the  profperity,  or  improve 
the  true  intereft  of  this  kingdom  ; 
— and,  relying  upon  the  proofs 
which  your  Excellency  hath  given 
us,  in  your  paft  condutl,  of  your 
good  wifhes,  we  truft,  that  your 
Excellency's  bell  endeavours  will 
never  be  wanting,  to  forward  and 
promote  the  welfare  of  Ireland. 

His   Excelle/jiy^s  Aiifn.vtr. 

My  Lords, 
The  fame  indulgent  par'iality 
which  dictated  the  terms  of  your 
Lordlhips  Addrefs,  will,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  excufe  my  not  finding 
language  futhciently  forcible  to 
exprefs  my  thanks.  It  Ihall  be  my 
lludy  to  perfevere  in  that  line  of 
conduft,  which  has  bfen  deemed 
deferving  of  your  afprobniion. 

Tranjlaliott 
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^ranfatton  of  the  King  of  FranceV 
Declaration  of  War  at  Martinico. 

THE  infult  offered  to  my  flag 
by  a  frigate  belonging  to 
his  Britannic  Majefly,  in  her  treat- 
ment of  my  frigate  the  Belle  Poule  ; 
the  capture  by  an  Englifh  fquad- 
rort  of  my  frigates  the  Llcorne 
and  Pallas,  and  of  my  cutter,  the 
Coureur,  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations ;  the  capture  at  fea  and 
confifcation  of  fliips  belonging  to 
my  fubjefts,  by  the  Englifh,  con- 
trary to  the  faith  of  treaties ;  the 
continual  interruption  and  injury 
occafioned  to  the  maritime  com- 
merce of  my  kingdom,  and  of  my 
colonies  in  America,  as  well  by 
Ihips  of  war  as  by  privateers,  au- 
thorized by  his  Britannic  Majefty; 
the  depredations  committed  and 
encouraged,  by  which  thefe  inju- 
rious proceedings,  but  chiefly  the 
infult  offered  to  my  flag,  have 
forced  me  to  lay  afide  that  mode- 
ration which  I  propofed  to  ob- 
ferve,  and  will  not  allow  me  any 
longer  to  fufpend  the  effeds  of  my 
refentment. 

The  dignity  of  my  crown,  and 
the  protection  which  I  owe  to  my 
fubjefts,  oblige  me  to  make  re- 
prisals, and  to  aft  in  a  hoftile  man- 
ner againft  the  Englifh  naiion.  I 
therefore  authorize  my  fhips  to  at- 
tack, and  endeavour  to  take  and 
deftroy  all  fhips,  frigates,  and 
other  vefTels  they  may  meet  with, 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Erig- 
land,  and  alfo  to  feize  and  detain 
all  Englifh  mercantine  vefTels 
which  they  may  encounter  ;  and 
I  likewife  authorize  rr;y  troops  to 
attack,  feize,  and  occupy  the  pof- 
fefiions  of  his  Britannic  Majefly. 

I  therefore  write  this  letter  to 
inform  you,  that  it  ii  my  defire. 


that  you  employ  all  the  land  and 
fea  forces  under  your  diredlion,  in 
attacking  and  feizing  the  pofTef- 
fions  of  the  King  of  England, 
his  fhips,  frigates,  and  other  vef- 
fe!s,  alfo  the  merchant  fliips  be- 
longing to  his  fubjefts,  and  for 
that  purpofe  you  may  exercife, 
and  caufe  to  be  exercifed,  all 
tnanner  of  hojtilities  authorised  by 
the  la'ws  of  ^war  ;  I  am  afTured  in 
finding  in  the  juftnefs  of  my  caufe, 
in  the  courage  and  fl^ill  of  my 
land  and  fea  forces,  in  the  bravery 
and  attachment  of  my  foldiers  and 
failors,  and  in  the  love  of  my 
fubjefts  in  general,  the  refources 
which  I  have  always  experienced 
from  them,  my  prefent  conduft 
having  no  other  tendency  than  to 
promote  their  happinefs. 

I  pray  God,  Monfieur  le  Mar- 
quis de  Bouille,  that  he  may  take 
you  under  his  holy  proteftion. 

(Signed)  Louis. 

De  Sartine. 
Verfailles,  z'Sith  fme,  1778. 


A    DECLARATION, 

Addreffed  in  the  Name  of  the- King  of 
France  to  all  the  antient  French 
in  Canada,  and  e'very  ether  Part 
c/"  North-America.  (Tranfated 
from  the  French.) 

THE  underfigned,  auchorifcd 
by  his  Majefly,  and  thence 
cloathed  with  the  noblefl  titles, 
with  that  which  effaces  all  others, 
charged  in  the  name  of  the  father 
of  his  country,  and  the  beneficent 
prote^or  of  his  fubjefts,  to  offer  a, 
fupport  to  thofe  who  were  born  to 
enjoy  the  bleffings  of  his  govern- 
ment— • 
[Z]  2  ro 
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fa  all  his   Countrymen  in  North- 
America. 

You  v/ere   born   Frencli  ;    you 
never  could  ceafe   to  be   French. 
The  late  war,  which  was  not  de- 
clared   but    by   the    captivity    of 
j^early   all  our    feamen,    and    the 
principal  advantages  of  which  our 
common  enemies  entirely  owed  to 
the  courage,  the  Calents,  and  the 
numbers  of  the  brave  Americans, 
who  are  now  fighting  againll  them-, 
has  wrelted  from  you  that  which 
is  molt  dear  to  all  men,  even  the 
n.ime  of  your  country.    To  compel 
you  to  bear  the  arms  of  parricides 
againft  it,  muft  be  the  completion 
of  misfortunes :    with  this  you  are 
now  threatened  :    a  new  war  may 
juftly  make  you  dread  being  oblig- 
ed to  fubmit  to  this  mod  intole- 
rable law  of  fiavery.     It  has  com- 
Eienced  like  the  laft,  by  depreda- 
tions upon  the  moft  valuable  part 
of  our  trade.     Too  long  already 
ha,v&  a  great   number  of  unfortu- 
nate Frenchmen  been  confined  in 
American  prifons.  You  hear  their 
groans.     The  prefent  war  was  de- 
clared by  a  meflagp  in  March  laft, 
from  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to 
both  Houfcs  of  Parliament ;  a  moft 
authentic  ad  of  the  Britifh  fove- 
reignty,  announcing  to  all  orders 
of  the  State,  that  to  trade,   (with 
America)  though  without  exclud- 
ing others   from  the   fame  right, 
was  to  offend  ;  that  frankly  to  avow 
fuch  intention,  was   to   defy   this 
fovereignty ;   that   Hie   fhould   re- 
venge it,  and  deferred  this  only  to 
■A  more  advantageoas  opportunity, 
when  fhe  might  do  it  with  more 
appearance  of  legality  than  in  the 
L-ili  war  ;  for  fhe  declared  that  fhe 
had   the:  right,  the  will,  and  the 
ability  to  revenge,  and  accordrngly 


Ihe  demanded  of  Parlia.ment  tlid 

fupplics. 

The  calamities  of  a  war  thiis 
proclaimed,  have  been  rellrained 
and  retarded  as  much  as  was  pof- 
fible,  by  a  monarch  whofe  paciSc 
and  difinterefled  views  now  reclaim 
the  marks  of  your  former  attach- 
ment, only  for  your  own  happi- 
nefs.  Confirained  to  repel  force 
by  force,  and  multiplied  hoftilities 
by  reprifals  which  he  has  at  lalE 
authorifed,  if  neceflity  (hould  car- 
ry his  arms,  or  thofe  of  his  allies, 
into  a  country  always  dear  to  him, 
you  have  not  to  fear  either  burn- 
ings or  devaftations  :  and  if  grati- 
tude, if  the  view  of  a  flag  always 
revered  by  thofe  who  have  follow- 
ed it,  fhould  recall  to  the  banners 
of  France,  or  of  the  United  States, 
the  Indians  who  loved  us,  and 
have  been  loaded  with  prefents  by 
him,  whom  they  alfo  call  their 
father  ;  never,  no  never  fhall  they 
employ  againft  you  their  too' cruel 
methods  of  war.  Thofe  they  mu ft 
renounce,  or  they  will  ceafe  to  be 
oar  friends. 

It  is  not  by  menaces  that  we 
fhall  endeavour  to  avoid  combat- 
ing with  our  countrymen  ;  nor 
Ihail  we  vi'eaken  this  declaration 
by  inveftives  agslnil  a  great  and 
brave  nation,  which  we  know 
how  to  refpe£l,  and  hope  to  van- 
quifh. 

Asa  French  gentleman,  I  need 
not  mention  to  thofe  among  you 
who  were  born  fuch  as  well  as 
myfelf,  that  there  is  but  one  au- 
gull  Houfe  in  the  univerfe,  under 
which  the  French  can  be  happy, 
and  ferve  with  pleafure;  fince  its 
head,  and  thofe  who  are  nearly 
allied  to  him  by  blood,  have  been 
at  all  times,  through  a  long  line- 
of  monarchs,  and  aie  at  this  day 
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joore  than  ever  delighted  with 
bearing  that  very  title  which  Henry 
IV.  regarded  as  the  firft  of  his 
own.  I  (hall  not  excite  your  re- 
grets for  thofe  qualifications,  thofe 
marks  of  diftinftion,  thofe  decora- 
tions, which,  in  our  manner  of 
thinking,  are  precious  tr-eafures, 
but  from  which,  by  our  common 
misfortunes,  the iimerican  French, 
who  have  known  fo  well  how  to 
deferve  them,  are  now  precluded. 
Thefe,  I  am  bold  to  hope,  and 
to  promife,  their  zeal  will  very 
-foon  procure  to  be  diffufed  among 
■them.  They  will  merit  them, 
when  they  dare  to  hecotne  the  friends 
'of  our  allies, 

I  fhall  not  afk  the  military  com- 
panions of  the  Marquis  of  Levi, 
'thofe  who  fhared  his  glory,  who 
■admired  his  talents  and  genius  for 
war,  who  loved  his  cordiality  and 
franknefs,  the  principal  chara&e- 
riftics  of  our  nobility,  whether 
there  be  other  names  in  other 
aiations,  among  which  they  would 
be  better  pleafed  to  place  their 
•own. 

Can  t]ie  Canadians,  who  faw 
•the  brave  Montcalm  fall  in  their 
defence,  can  they  become  the  ene- 
;iriies  of  his  nephews  ?  Can  they 
iight  againft  their  former  leaders, 
and  arm  themfelves  againft  their 
kinfmen  ?  At  the  bare  mention 
wf  their  names,  the  weapons  would 
fall  out  of  their  hands. 

I  (hall  not  obferve  to  the  miniC- 
lers  of  the  altars,  that  their  evan- 
gelic efforts  will  require  the  fpe- 
cial  protedlion  of  Providence,  to 
prevent  faith  being  diminifhed  by 
example,  by  worldly  intereft,  and 
by  fovereigns  whom  force  has  im- 
pofed  upon  them,  and  whofe  poli- 
tical indulgence  will  be  leflened 
jTroportionably  as  thofe  fovereigns 


fhall  have  lefs  to  fear.  I  fhall  not 
obferve,  that  it  is  necefTary  for  re- 
ligion, that  thofe  who  preach  it 
fhouU  form  a  body  in  the  State  ; 
and  that  in  Canada  no  other  body 
would  be  more  confidered,  or  have 
more  power  to  do  good  than  that 
of  the  priefts,  taiang  a  part  to  the 
government,  fince  their  refpcdt- 
able  condudt  has  merited  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people. 

I  fnall  not  reprefent  to  that 
people,  nor  to  all  my  countrymen 
in  general,  that  a  vail  monarchy, 
having  the  fame  religion,  the  fame 
manners,  the  fame  language, 
where  they  find  'kinfmen,  old 
friends  and  brethren,  muft  be  an 
inexhauftible  fource  of  commerce 
and  wealth,  more  eafily  acquired 
and  better  fecured,  by  their  union 
with  powerful  neighbours.,  than 
with  ftrangers  of  another  bemi- 
fphere,  among  whom  every  thing 
is  different,  and  who,  jealous  and 
defpotic  governments, would  fooner 
or  later  treat  them  as  a  conquered 
people,  and  doubtlefs  much  worfe 
than  their  late  countrymen  the 
Americans,  who  made  them  vie-  , 
torious.  I  fhall  not  tirge  to  a 
whole  people,  that  to  pin  with 
the  United  States,  is  to  fecure 
their  own  happinefs  ;  fince  a 
whole  people,  when  they  acquire 
the  right  of  thinking  and  afting 
for  themfelves,  muft  know  their 
own  intereft ;  but  I  will  declare, 
and  I  now  formally  declare  in  the 
name  of  his  Majefty,  who  ha^  au- 
thorifed  and  commanded  me  to  do 
it,  that  all  his  former  fubjedls  in 
North  America,  v/ho  fhall  no  more 
acknowledge  the  fupremacy  of 
Great  Britain,  may  depend  upon 
his  proteAion  and  fupport. 

Done   on    board    his    Majefty's 
fhip  the  Languedoc,  in  the  har- 

[j?]  3  bour 
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bour  of  Bofton,  the  28th  day  of 
Oftober,  in  the  year  1778. 

EsTAIKG. 
BiGREL   DE   GraNDCLOS, 

Secretary,  appointed  by  the 
King,  to  the  fquadron  com- 
manded by  the  Count  D'Ef- 
taine. 


Done  at  Verfailles  the  5th  day 
of  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  Grace,  1779,  and  in  the  5th  of 
our  reign. 

(Signed)         Louis. 
And  underneath,     De  Sartine. 


Letter  from  the  French  King  to  the 
Jdmiral  of  France,  fxing  the 
'Time  from  'vjhence  the  Co?nmence- 
ment  cf  Hojiilities  n^jas  to  be  confe- 
dered. 

To  his  Serene  Highnefs,  my  Lord,  the 
Admiral. 

Cousin, 

I  Am  informed  that  doubts  have 
arifen  on  the  period  from 
which  ought  to  be  fixed  the  com- 
mencement of  holHlines,  and  that 
from  this  incertitude  may  refult 
many  difputes  prejudicial  to  com- 
merce. To  prevent  which,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  explain  to  you 
more  particularly  what  I  have  al- 
ready fufficiently  told  you  in  my 
letterof  the  loch  of  July.  I  charge 
you,  in  confequence,  to  inform 
thofe  who  are  under  your  orders, 
that  the  infult  done  to  my  flag  on 
the  17th  of  June,  1778,  by  the 
Engliih  fquadron  feizing  my  fri- 
gates, the  Pallas  and  the  Licorne, 
puts  me  to  the  neceffity  of  making 
reprifals,  and  that  it  is  from  that 
day,  the  17th  of  June,  1778,  that 
1  fix  the  commencement  of  hoili- 
licies  againfl  my  fubjedls,  by  the 
fubjeds  of  the  King  of  England. 
Thefe  being  for  this  purpofe  only, 
I  pray  God,  that  he  will  take  my 
coufin  into  his  holy  and  merciful 
proteclion. 


Letter  from  the  French  King,  to  his 
Serene  Highnefs  the  Admiral  of 
France.     Dated  ^xxix^  5,  1779. 

{TranJIated  from  the  French.) 

CousiK, 

THE  defire  I  have  always  had 
of  foftening,  as  much  as  in 
my  power  lies,  the  calamities  of 
war,  has  induced  me  to  direft  my 
attention  to  that  part  of  my  fub- 
jeds  who  employ  themfelves  in 
the  fiiheries,  and  vv^io  derive  their 
fole  fubfiftence  from  thofe  re- 
fources.  I  fuppofe  that  the  ex- 
ample, which  I  (hall  now  give  to 
my  enemies,  and  which  can  have 
no  other  views  than  what  arife 
from  fentiments  of  humanity,  will 
induce  them  to  grant  the  fame  li- 
berty to  our  fifheries,  which  I  rea- 
dily grant  them.  In  confequence 
whereof,  I  fend  you  this  letter  to 
acquaint  you,  that  I  have  given 
orders  to  all  the  commanders  of 
my  veflels,  armed  fhips,  and  cap- 
tains of  privateers,  not  to  moleft 
(until  further  orders)  the  Englifh 
fifhery,  nor  to  ftop  their  vefTels, 
whether  they  be  laden  with  frefh 
fifh,  or  not  having  taken  in  their 
freight ;  provided,  however,  that 
they  do  not  carry  offenfive  arms, 
and  that  they  are  not  found  to 
have  given  fignals,  which  might 
indicate  their  holding  an  intelli- 
gence with  the  enemy's  fhips  of 
war.  You  will  make  known  thefe 
my  intentions  to  the  officers  of  the 
Admi- 
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Admiralty,  and  to  all  who  are  un- 
der your  orders.  Such  being  the 
pu^pofes  of  thefe  prefents,  I  pray 
God,  my  Coulin,  that  he  will 
grant  you  his  holy  protedion. 
Given  at  Verfailles,  the  5th  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  1779. 
Signed 

Lours. 
Counterfigned 

De  Sartine. 

Copy  of  a  Paper  deli'vered  to  Lord 
Fi/cou fit  Weymouth,  hy  the  il/<3r- 
ya;"j  d'Almadovar,  the  i6/-6June, 
1779. 

AL  L  the  world  has  been  wit- 
nefs  to  the  noble  imparti- 
ality of  the  King,  in  the  midft  of 
the  difputes  of  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don with  its  American  colonies 
and  with  France.  Befides  which, 
his  Majelty  having  learned  that 
his  powerful  mediation  was  defir- 
ed,  generoufly  made  an  offer  of 
it,  which  was  accepted  by  the  be- 
ligerent  powers,  and  for  this  mo- 
tive only  a  fhip  of  war  was  fent 
on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty  to  one  of  the  ports  of  Spain. 
The  King  has  taken  the  moft 
energetic  fteps,  and  fuch  as  ought 
to  have  produced  the  moft  happy 
effeft,  to  bring  thofe  powers  to  an 
accommodation  equally  honourable 
to  both  parties  ;  piopofing  for  this 
end  wife  expedients  for  fmoothing 
difficulties,  and  preventing  the  ca- 
lamities of  war.  But  although  his 
Majefty's  propofitions,  and  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  his  Vltimatian, 
have  been  conformable  to  thofe 
which  at  other  times  the  Court  of 
London  itfelf  had  appeared  to 
judge  proper  for  an  accommoda- 
tion, and  which  were  alfo  quite  as 
moderate,  they  have  been  rejeded 


in  a  manner  that  fully  proves  the 
little  defire  which  the  Britifo  Ca- 
binet has  to  reftore  peace  to  Eu- 
rope, and  to  preferve  the  King's 
friendihip.  In  effeft,  the  conduft 
of  that  Cabinet,  with  regard  to 
his  Majefty,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  negociation,  has  had 
for  its  objedl  to  prolong  it  for  more 
than  eight  months,  either  by  vain 
pretences,  or  by  anfwers  which 
could  not  be  more  inconclufive, 
whiift  in  this  interval  the  infults 
on  the  Spanifh  flag,  and  the  viola- 
tion of  the  King's  territories  were 
carried  on  to  an  incredible  excefs; 
prizes  have  been  made,  fliips  have 
been  fearched  and  plundered,  and 
a  great  number  of  them  have  been 
fired  upon,  which  have  been  o- 
bliged  to  defend  themfelves  ;  the 
regifters  have  been  opened  and 
torn  in  pieces,  and  even  the 
packets  of  the  Court  found  on 
board  the  King's  packet-boat. 

The  dominions  of  the  Crown  in 
America  have  been  threatened, 
and  they  have  gone  to  the  dread- 
ful extremity  of  raifing  the  Indian 
nations,  called  the  Chatcas,  Che- 
roquies,  and  Chicachas,  againft 
the  innocent  inhabitants  of  Loui- 
fiana,  who  would  have  been  the 
vidlims  of  the  rage  of  thefe  barba- 
rians, if  the  Chatcas  themfelves 
had  not  repented,  and  revealed  all 
the  feduftion  the  Englifh  had 
planned.  The  fovereignty  of  his 
Majefty  in  the  province  of  Darien, 
and  on  the  coaft  of  St.  Bias,  has 
been  ufurped,  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica  having  granted  to  a  rebel 
Indian  the  commiflion  of  Captain- 
general  of  thofe  provinces. 

In  Ihort,  the  territory  of  the  Bay 
of  Honduras  has  been  recently 
violated  by  exercifing  adts  of  hof- 
tility,   and  other  exceiles,  againft: 
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the  Spaniards,  who  have  been 
imprifoned,  and  whofe  houfes  have 
been  invaded  ;  befides  which,  the 
Court  of  London  has  hitherto  neg- 
lefted  to  accomplifh  what  the  i6th 
article  of  the  laft  treaty  of  Paris 
ftipulated  relative  to  that  coaft. 

Grievances  fo  numerous,  fo 
weighty,  and  recent,  have  been  at 
different  times  the  objeft  of  com- 
plaints made  in  the  King's  name, 
and  ftated  in  memorials  which 
were  delivered  either  to  the  Britifh 
Minillers  at  London,  or  tranf- 
mitted  to  them  through  the  chan- 
nel of  the  Englifh  Ambaflador  at 
Madrid  ;  but  although  the  anfvvers 
which  were  received  have  been 
friendly,  his  Majedy  has  hitherto 
obtained, no  other  fatisfadlion  than 
to  fee  the  infuhs  repeated,  which 
lately  have  amounted  to  the  num- 
ber of  one  hundred. 

The  King,  proceeding  with 
that  finceiiiy  aijd  candour  which 
characterize  him,  has  formally  de- 
clared to  the  court  of  London, 
from  the  commencement  of  its 
difputes  with  France,  that  the 
conduct  of  England  fhould  be  the 
rule  of  that  which  Spain  would 
hold. 

His  Majeftylikewife  declared  to 
that  Ccurr,  that  at  the  time  their 
differences  with  that  of  Paris 
might  he  accommodated,  it  would 
be  abfolutely  neceffary  to  regulate 
%hofe  v/hich  had  arifen,  or  might 
llill  arife,  with  Spain,  and  in  the 
plan  of  mediation  which  was  fent 
to  th?  under-written  Ambaflador 
tiie  28th  of  laft  September,  and 
which  was  by  him  delivered  to  the 
Britifh  Miniitry  in  the  beginning 
6f  Oftober,  a  plan  with  which 
Lord  Grantham  wn»  apprized,  and 
of  which  he  received  a  copy,  his 
^/■Jrfjeity  declared  in  poiltive  terms 
ici  the  belligerent  powers,   th^it.  iu 
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confideration  of  the  infulls  which 
his  fubjedls  and  dominions  had 
fufFered,  and  likewife  of  the  at- 
tempts levelled  againft  his  rights, 
he  fhould  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
taking  his  part,  in  cafe  the  nego-. 
ciation,  inftead  of  being  continued 
with  fincerity,  fnould  be  broken 
off,  or  fhould  produce  no  efFeft. 

The  caufes  of  complaint  given 
by  the  Court  of  London  not  hav- 
ing ceafed,  and  that  Court  fhew- 
ing  no  difpofitions  to  give  repara- 
tion for  them,  the  King  has  re- 
folved,  and  orders  his  AmbafTador 
to  declare,  that  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  the  protedlion  which  he 
owes  to  his  iubjedls,  and  his  own 
perfonal  dignity,  do  not  permit 
him  to  fuffer  their  infults  to  con-, 
tinue,  and  to  negle(5l  any  longer 
the  reparation  of  thofe  already 
received,  and  that  in  this  view, 
notv;ith(landing  the  pacific  difpo- 
fitions of  his  Majefty,  and  even 
the  particular  inclination  he  had 
always  had  zv.d  exprelT^  for  cul- 
tivating the  friendfliip  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  he  finds  himfelf 
under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of 
making  ufeof  all  the  means  which 
the  Almighty  has  intrufted  hirn 
with,  to  obtain  that  jullice  which 
he  has  folicitcd  by  fo  many  ways, 
without  being  able  to  acquire  it: 
in  confiding  on  the  juflice  of  his 
caufe,  his  Majelly  hopes  that  the 
confequenccs  of  this  refolution 
will  not  be  imputed  to  him  be- 
fore God  or  man,  and  that  other 
nations  will  form  a  fuitable  idea 
of  this  refolution,  by  comparing 
it  to  the  condusft  which  they 
themfelves  have  experienced  on 
the  part  of  the  Britifli  Miniflry. 
(Signed) 

Le  Marqjjis  D'xVlkadovar. 
Londsn,  i6  J  tine,  J  779. 

Oiihrs 
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OrJers  for  Reprifah  hy  the  Court  of  daminions ;  and  to    that  end  his 

London.  Majefty's  Advocate-General,  with 

the  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty,  are 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  forthwith  to  prepare  the  draught 

iSthof  June,  1779.  of  a  commilTion,  and  prefent  the 

P    P    17    Q    IT    M    T  ^^"^^  ^°  ^'^  Majefly  at  this  board, 

r    K    ii    b    Ji    £N     1,  authorifing  the  CommiffionerS  for 

The   KING'S   Mcll   Excellent  executing\he  office  of  Lord  High 

Majefty  in  Council.  Admiral,  or  any  perfon  or  perfons 

by  them  empowered  and  appoint- 

W'HEREAS   the  Amba/T-idor  ed,  to  ifTue  forth  and  grant  letters 
of  the  King  of  Spain  has,  of  marque  and  reprifal  to  any  of 
by  order  of  his  Court,    delivered  his   Majefty's    fubjeds,    or   others 
to   Lord    Vifcount    Weymouth    a  whom  the  laid  Commillioners  fhall 
paper,    in    which    It   is    declared,  deem  fitly  qualified  in  thac  behalf, 
that  his  Catholic   Majefty  intends  for  the  apprehending,  feizing,  and 
to  have  recourfe  to  arms,    under  taking  the  fiiips,  veiiels,  and  goods 
the  groundlefs  pretence  of  obtain-  belonging  to  Spain,  and   the  vaf- 
ing   reparation    for    injuries    fup-  fals  and  fubjedts  of  the  King  of 
pofed  to  have  been  received  ;  and  Spain,   or  any  inhabitants  within 
whereas  the  faid  Ambafiador   has  his  countries,  territories,  or  domi- 
received  orders  to  retire  from  this  nions  ;   and  that  fuch  powers  and 
kingdom    without    taking    leave:  claufes  be  inferted  iu  the  faid  com- 
his  Majefty,  being  detennincd   to  miffion  as  have  been  ufual,  and  are 
take  fuch  meafures   as  are  necef-  according   to   former  precedents  : 
fary  for  vindicating  the  honour  of  and   his    Majefty's   faid    Advocate 
his  crown,  is  pleaied,  by  and  v^ith  General,  with  the  Advocate  of  the 
the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  Admiralty,    are  alfo  forthwith  to 
to  order,  and  it  is  h'^reby  ordered,  prepare  the  draught  of  a  commif- 
that  general  reprifals  be   granted  lion,  and  prefent  the  fame  to  his 
againft    the     ftiips,     goods,    and  Majefty  at  this  Board,  authorifing 
fubjeifls  of  the  King  of  Spain,  fo  the  f:iid  Com.mifiioners  for  execut- 
that  as  well  his  Majefty''s  lieet  and  ing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admi- 
ihips,  as  alfo  zW  other  fhips  and  ral,  to  will  and  require  the  High 
ve/Tels  that  ihall  be  commiffionat-  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Great  Bri- 
fcd  by  letters  of  marque  or  general  tciin,  and  the  Lieutenant  and  Judge 
repriials,    or    otherwife,     by    his  of  the   faid   Court,   his  furrogat-s 
Majefty's  Commiffioners,  for  exe-  or  furrogates,   as  alfo   the  feveral 
cuting    the   offxe   of  Lord  High  Courts    of  Admiralty  within    his 
Admiral    of  Great   Britain,    ftiall  Majefty's  dominions,  to  take  cog- 
and  may  lawfully  feize   all  Ihips,  nizance  of,  and  judicially  proceed 
'veiTels,    and    good?    belonging   to  lipon  all,  and  all  manner  of  cap- 
the   King  of  Spain  or  his  fubjeds,  tures,   feizures,  prizes,  and  repri- 
or   others    inhabiting   within    any  fals  of  all  ftiips  or  goods   that  are 
the    territories    of    the    King    of  pr  {hall  be  taken,  and  to  hear  and 
Spam,    and     bring    the    fame    to  determine  the  fame  ;  and  accord- 
judgment  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  ing   to   the  ccurfe  of  Admiralty, 
Admiralty   within    his    Majtfty's  and  the  laws  of  nations,  to  adjudge 

and 
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our  Privy  Council,  Itriftly  charge 
and  command  the  Warden  of- the 
Cinque  Ports,  his  Lieutenants, 
Deputy  or  Deputies,  and  all  and 
every  the  Lieutenants  and  Deputy 
Lieutenants  of  our  counties,  and 
all  Sheriffs,  Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
Mayors,  Bailiffs,  and  all  and 
every  other  Ofiicers  and  Minifters, 
civil  and  military,  within  their 
refpeftive  counties,  cities,  towns, 
and  divifions,  that  they  caufe  the 
coafcs  to  be  carefully  watched, 
and  upon  the  lirfl  approach  of  the 
enemy,  immediately  to  caufe  all 
horfes,  oxen,  and  cattle,  which 
may  be  fit  for  draught  or  burthen, 
and  not  aftually  employed  in  our 
fervice,  or  in  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  alfo  (as  far  as  may 
be  pradicable)  all  other  cattle 
and  provificns,  to  be  driven  and 
removed  to  fome  place  of  fecurity, 
and  to  fuch  a  diflance  from  the 
place  where  the' enemy,  fhall  at>- 
tempt,  or  appear  to  intend,  to 
land,  fo  as  they  may  not  fall  into 
the  hands  or  power  of  any  of  our 
enemies ;  wherein,  neverthelefs, 
it  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that 
the  refpedlive  owners  thereof  may 
fuffer  as  little  damage,  lofs,  or 
inconvenience  as  may  be  confif- 
tent  with  the  public  fafety :  and 
we  do  hereby  further  flrittly 
charge  and  command  all  our  fub- 
jefts  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  in 
the  execution  of  this  our  royal 
comm.and. 
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and  condemn  all  fuch  fliips,  vef- 
fels,  and  goods,  as  (hall  belong  to 
Spain,  or  the  vafTals  and  fubjeds 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  any 
ethers  inhabiting  within  any  of 
his  countries,  territories,  and  do- 
'minions;  and  that  fuch  powers 
and  claufcs  be  inferted  in  the  faid 
commiflion  as  have  been  ufual  and 
are  according  to  former  prece- 
dents ;  and  they  are  likev/ife  to 
prepare  and  lay  befoie  his  Majefly 
at  this  Board,  a  draught  of  fuch 
inftruftions  as  may  be  proper  to 
be  fent  to  the  Courts  of  Admiralty 
in  his  Majefly's  foreign  govern- 
ments and  plantations,  for  their 
guidance  herein  ;  as  alfo  another 
draught  of  inllruftions  for  fuch 
ihips  as  fhall  be  commiffionated  for 
the  purpofes  afore  mentioned. 


Proclamation  relati<ve  to  a?i  li'vafion. 

By  the  K  I  N  G. 
A    Proclamation. 

George  R. 

Y  7  HERE  AS  we  have  received 
intelligence,  that  prepara- 
tions are  making  by  our  enemies 
to  invade  this  our  kingdom,  the 
fafety  and  defence  of  which  re- 
quires our  utmoft  care,  and  where- 
in, by  the  afliftance  and  bleffing 
of  God,  we  are  refolved  not  to 
be  wanting  ;  and  to  the  intent 
that  they  may  not,  in  cafe  of  their 
landing,  ftrengthen  themfelves, 
by  feizing  the  horfes,  oxen,  and 
cattle  of  our  fubje£ts,  which  may 
be  ufeful  to  them  for  draught  or 
burthen,  or  be  eafily  fupplied 
with  provlfions,  we  have  therefore 
thought  fit,  and  do  by  our  Royal 
Proclamation,    by  the    advice   of 


Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's 
the  ninth  day  of  July,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-nine,  in  the  nineteenth 
year  of  our  reign. 

GOD  fave  the  King. 

TranJlatloTt 
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^ranjlatlon  of  the  t<wo  Royal  Che- 
dules  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

DON  Carlos,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  King  of  CaftiJe, 
Leon,  Arragon,  the  Two  Sicilies, 
Jerufalem,  Navarre,  Granada,  To- 
Jedo,  Valencia,  Gallicia,  Ma- 
jorca, Seville,  Sardinia,  Cordova, 
Corfica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the  AI- 
garves,  Algazires,  Gibraltar,  the 
Canary  Iflands,  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies,  the  Iflands  and  Terra  Fir- 
nia,  of  the  Ocean — Archduke  of 
Auftria,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  Bra- 
bant, and  Milan,  Count  of  Hapf- 
burg,  Flanders,  Tirol,  and  Barce- 
lona, Lord  of  Bifcay,  and  Moiinaj 
&c. 

To  my  Council,  to  the  Prefi- 
dents,  and  Auditors  of  my  audien- 
cies  and  chanceries ;  to  the  Al- 
caldes [Mayors]  and  Alguzails 
[Conflables]  of  my  Houfliold  and 
Court.  To  the  Corrigidors 
[Judges]  Affillants,  Governors, 
Alcaldes  Majors  [Chief  Mayors] 
and  ordinary,  as  well  of  the  crown 
as  of  their  lordihips,  to  the  abbeys 
and  religious  orders,  and  to  all 
other  perfons  of  whatfoever  rank, 
quality,  and  condition  they  may 
be,  in  the  cities,  towns,  and  places 
of  my  kingdoms  and  lordihips ; 
you  are  to  know,  that  the  21ft  of 
this  month  I  thought  proper  to 
addrefs  to  my  council  a  decree, 
concluded  in  thefe  terms,  and 
iigned  by  my  hand  : 

In  fpice  of  the  earneft  defire  I 
have  always  had,  to  preferve  to  my 
faithful  and  well-beloved  fubjedls 
the  ineftimable  advantage  of  peace ; 
and  notvvithftanding  the  extraordi- 
nary efforts  that  I  have  made  at  all 
times,  bat  particularly  in  the  pre- 
sent critical  circumitances  of  Eu- 


h^?; 


rope,  to  obtain  fo  ffiential  an  ob- 
je£l,  carrying  my  moderation  and 
patience  to  an  extreme,  I  beheld 
myfelf  at  laft  under  the  hard  nc- 
ceflity  of  ordering  my  ambaflador, 
the  Marquis  d'Almadovar,  to  re- 
tire from  the  court  of  London, 
firfi:  delivering  in  to  the  Miniller 
a  declaration  (a  copy  of  which  is 
annexed)  reported  to  my  council, 
by  my  firft  Secretary  of  State ;  as  I 
found  my  own  refpeft,  and  the 
honour  of  my  crown,  demanded  it 
of  me.  At  the  fame  time  I  caufed 
circular  letters  to  be  written  to 
my  ambafladors  and  minifters  at 
other  courts,  (of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy)  of  the  original  that 
was  given  in  to  the  faid  council. — 
The  council  will  take  care  to  ex- 
pedite the  orders  and  neceflary  ad- 
vices, that  all  my  fubjedls  may  be 
informed  of  my  prefent  royal  refo- 
lution,  and  that  they  flop  all  com- 
munication, trade»  or  commerce, 
between  them  and  the  fubjedts  of 
the  Britilh  King. 

Given  at  Aranjuez,  the  21  ft  of 
June,  1779. 

Addrefled, 
To  the  governor  of  the  counci!. 

\Hcre  is  inferted  a  Copy  of  the  Re^ 
fcript  deli'vcred  by  the  Spanijh  Am- 
baffador  to  Lord  Weymouth  ; 
n.vhich  the  reade^  vjill  fnd  in  page 
359.  'Then  folloivs  the  circular 
Letter  in  thcfe  ^vords ;] 

"BY  the  annexed  copy  of  the 
declaration  which  the  Marquis 
d'Almadovar,  the  King's  ambaiTa- 
dor  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  gives 
to  the  Englifli  minifter,  on  his 
leaving  that  court,  you  will  (cq 
the  very  weighty  motives  which 
have  induced  his  Majeily  to  take 

that 
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that  refolutjdn ;  being  at  length 
weary  of  fuffering  fuch  great  and 
numerous  mortifications  from  the 
Britifli  cabinet,  and  Englifh  navy, 
as  is  ilicwn  in  the  faid  declara- 
tion. You  make  what  ufe  of  this 
information  you  judge  convenient; 
and  that  it  may  ferve  for  a  new 
iellimcny  of  the  juflice  and  indif- 
peniible  neceility  which  adluates 
liis  Mnjefty  on  this  occafion,  it  is 
receiTary  to  add  three  particulars 
for  your  inftruction.  Firfi,  That 
whilfl  the  court  of  London  fought 
xo  amufe  that  of  Spain,  in  feeking 
delays,  and  in  finally  refufing  to 
admit  the  honourable  and  equit- 
able propofals  which  his  Majelly 
made,  in  quality  of  mediator,  to 
re-eftablilh  peace  between  France, 
England,  and  the  American  pro- 
vinces, the  Britifh  cabinet  offered, 
clandeftinely,  by  means  of  fecrec 
emilTaries^  condition  of  like  fub- 
ilance  with  the  propofitions  of  his 
Majefty.  Secondly,  That  thefe  of- 
fers and  conditions  not  to  ftrange 
or  indifFerent  perfons,  but  direitly 
and  immediately  to  the  minifter  of 
the  American  provinces,  reading 
at  Paris.  Thirdly,  That  the  Bri- 
tifh miuifler  hath  omitted  nothing 
to  procure,  by  many  other  me- 
thods, new  enemies  to  his  Ma- 
jefty ;  hoping,  no  doubt,  to  di- 
vide his  attention,  and  the  cares 
of  his  crown. — So  God  keep  you 
in  liis  holy  proteftion,  &c." 

My  above  royal  decree,  having 
been  publifned  in  my  council,  it 
hath  ordered  it  to  be  e.Yecuted. 
Jn  confequence  thereof,  I  order 
all,  and  each  of  you,  in  your  re- 
fpeftive  diflricls  and  juriflidions, 
that  as  Toon  as  you  ih.tll  have  re- 
ceived my  faid  decree,  and  fhall 
have  Teen  my  refolution  contained 
tiliireiu,  that  you  Dbferve,  accom- 
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pliih,  and  execute  it,  and  caufe  it 
to  be  obferved,  accompliflied,  and 
executed,  in  all  artd  every  place, 
conformable  to  its  tenor;  giving 
orders,  and  making  convenient 
difpofttions,  that  my  faid  royal 
determination  be  known  to  all  my 
fubjeds ;  and  that  they  ceafe  from 
ail  communication,  trade,  and 
commerce  between  themfelves  and 
the  fubjeds  of  the  Britifli  King — 
For  f ICC h  is  my  pUafure. 

And  that  the  fame  credit  be 
given  to  the  printed  copy  of  this 
printed  Chcdule,  certified  by  Don 
Antonio  Martinez  Salazar,  my  Se- 
cretary, Regifter  of  Refolutions, 
and  oldeft  Clerk  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  Chamber  of  my  Coun- 
cil, as  to  the  original. 

Given  at  Aranjuez,  the  22d  of 
June,  1779. 

Signed  I  the  King. 
Signs  a  little  lower, 

"J.  Don  "Juan  Francifco  de 
LaJIin,  Secretary  to  the 
King  our  Lord,  have 
written  this  prefent,  by 
his  order. 
Alfo  figned, 

Don  Manuel  Ventura  Figueroa, 
Don  Manuel  de  Villafrane, 
Den  Manuel  Doz, 
Don  Raymiindo  de  Irahien, 
Don  Bias  de  Kjnojoja, 
Regiftcred .    Don  Nicolas  Verdugs. 

Second    Royal    Chedule    contains   as 

follo'vjs  : 

I  the  King. 
In  fpite  of  the  earneft  defire 
that  I  have  always  had  to  procure 
the  ineltimable  advantages  of  peace 
to  my  faithful  and  well-beloved 
fubjeds,  and  notvvithflanding  the 
extraordinary  efforts  which  I  have 
always  made,  more  efpecially  in 

the 
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the  prefent  critical  ftate  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  to  obtain  that  effential 
object,  carrying  my  patience  and 
moderation  to  the  utmolt  degree  ; 
i  faw  myfelf  obliged,  at  laft,  to 
order  my  ambafiador,  the  Marquis 
of  Almadovar,  to  withdraw  from 
the  court  of  London,  and  make 
to  the  minifter  there  the  following 
declaration.  \^Herefollo-^vs  the  decla- 
ration gi-ven  to  Lord  TVeynouth.  ] 

To  what  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, there  muft  be  added,  that 
whilfl:  the  court  of  London  fought 
to  lull  Spain  to  fleep,  in  feeking 
delays,  and  refufing  to  admit  the 
honourable  and  equitable  propo- 
fals  that  I  made  in  quality  of  me- 
diator, to  re-eftablifh  peace  be- 
tween France,  England,  and  the 
American  provinces,  the  Britifh 
cabinet  had  clandellinely  offered 
conditions  by  their  fecret  emiffa- 
ries,  of  the  fame  tenor  as  thofe 
which  I  propofed  ',  and  addrefied 
thofe  conditions  and  offers,  not  to 
ftrange  and  indifferent  perfons, 
but  diredly  and  immediately  to  the 
minifter  of  the  American  provinces 
refident  at  Paris.  The  Erigliili 
miniftry  alfo  have  neglcdled  no 
means  to  excite  new  enemies 
againfl  me,  hoping  to  divide  my 
attentions  and  the  cares  of  my 
crown. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  folid 
motives,  by  my  royal  decree  of  the 
2ift  of  this  month,  and  by  other 
difpofitions  communicated  to  my 
fupreme  council  of  war,  I  have 
relblved  to  order  all  communica- 
tion and  commerce  to  ceafe  be- 
tween my  fubjefts  and  thofe  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain — that  all 
the  lubjecls  of  that  Monarch,  who 
are  not  naturalized  in  my  domi- 
nions, or  who  do  not  employ  them- 
Iclves  in  mechanic  arts,  do  quit 
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my   ki;)gdom  :    but   be   it   under- 
ilcod,  that  among  the  above  work- 
men, thofe  only  vyho  inhabit  the 
interior  of  the  country,  are  not  to 
be    comprehended;     but   all    who 
refide  in  my  fca-ports,  or  dwell  on 
the  coafls  and  frontiers,  muft  equal- 
ly leave  the  kingdom. — That  from 
the  prefent    moment    my  fubj(:dt.$ 
do  carry  on  no  kind  of  commerce 
with  thofe  of  England,  and  it*  do- 
minions.    That   they  do  not  traf- 
fick  in  their  produftions,  their  fak 
fiffi,  or  other  filheries;  their  ma- 
nufadlures,  or  other  merchandizes  ■„ 
fo   that    this   prohibition  of  com- 
merce be  abfolute  and  real;  and 
do  extend  fo  as   to  render   vicious 
and    contraband    all    the    effci^ts, 
produftions,  fait  fifh,  flfheries,  mer- 
chandizes, and  manufactures  of  the 
faid  dominions.     That  they  do  not 
admit  or  fuffer  to  enter  into  any 
of  my  ports,  any  veffel  laden  with 
the  above  named  effects ;  nor  per- 
mit that  fuch  may   be   brouirht  in 
by  land  ;  being  illicit  and  prohi- 
bited in   my   kingdoms,    whence- 
foever  they  may  come ;  but  they 
may  be  feized  wherefoever  found, 
either  in  velTels,  bagg^iges,  (hops, 
warehoufes,    or    houies    of    mer- 
chants or  traders,  or  any  particu- 
lar   perfon  vvhomfoever,    whether 
they  be  my  fubjedts  and  vaflals,  or 
thofe  of  the  kingdoms,  provinces,, 
and    ftates  with    whom    I    am    in 
peace,    alliance,    and    free    com- 
merce.   Neverthelefs,  in  regard  to 
which,  I  will  that  no  prejudice  be 
done  to  the  peace,  fianchifes,  and 
liberties,     in      lawful    commerce, 
which  their  fliips,  as  well  as  the 
produce  of  their  lands,  piovinces, 
and  conquefts,  where  they  may  he 
fabricated,  ought   to  enjoy  in  my 
kingdoms,  by  virtue  of  fubfifling 
treaties. 

Ide- 
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I  declare  that  all  merchants  who 
have  any  Talt  fifh,  or  other  produce 
of  the  fillieries  of  the  dominions  of 
England  in  their  poITeflion,  mull 
inake  a  declaration  of  the  fame, 
and  regifler  them  in  the  fpace  of 
ffteen  days,  reckoning  fiom  the 
publication  of  this  my  prefent 
Chedule,  which  is  fixed  for  their 
peremptory  term,  before  fuch  offi- 
cers as  Ihali  be  appointed  by  Don 
Miguel  de  Muzquiz,  my  Superin- 
tendant-general  of  Finances,  as 
well  in  this  court  as  elfewhere, 
to  the  end  that  notice  may  be 
given.  And  in  cafe  that  they 
keep  them  unregiftered  beyond  the 
faid  term  of  fifteen  days,  they 
Ihall  be  immediately  declared  to 
have  fallen  under  confifcation. 

I  will  alfo,  that  a  term  of  two 
months  be  allowed  for  the  difpof- 
ing  of  the  faid  filh,  and  no  pro- 
longation of  that  term  fhall  be 
granted,  but  after  that  term  all 
traders  lliall  be  obliged  to  carry 
them  to  the  Cuftom  Houfe,  or,  in 
places  where  there  is  no  Cuftora 
Houfe,  to  fome  houfe  of  govern- 
ment, where  they  ihali  be  publicly 
fold  to  the  higheil  bidder,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  officer  or  officers 
deputed  for  that  purpofe,  or,  in 
their  abfence,  in  prefence  of  the 
magiftrates  of  the  place,  who  fhall 
give  the  produce  of  the  fale  to  the 
proprietors,  who  fhall  not  be  al- 
lowed to  carry  back  to  their  ihops, 
or  warehoufcs,  anyof  thofe  prohi- 
bited goods,  in  like  manner  as  has 
been  obferved  heretofore. 

I  have  given  to  Miguel  de  Muz- 
quiz, a  particular  comniiiTion,  that 
in  quality  of  Superintendant-gene- 
ral  of  my  Finances,  he  fhall  have 
the  care  of  the  aforefaid  difpofi- 
tions,  in  the  manner  that  he  fnall 
judge  mod  proper   to  accomplifli 
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an  objed  {o  important.  He  fiiall 
take  cognizance,  in  the  firll  in- 
flance,  by  himfelforhis  fub-dele- 
gates,  of  all  difputes  that  may 
arife  in  co.Tfequence  of  contra- 
band ;  faving  there  is  an  appeal  to 
the  Council  of  Finances  in  the 
Hall  of  Juftice,  excepting  any  mar- 
tial contraventions,  refpeding  arms, 
ammunition,  and  other  effects  re- 
lative to  war,  as  are  explained  by 
the  treaties  of  peace ;  the  i'Ogni- 
zance  of  any  difputes  about  thofs 
belonging  to  the  Council  of  War, 
and  Martial  Judges. 

I  order,  that  all  the  above  regu- 
lations be  obferved,  kept,  and 
fulfilled,  under  the  pains  prc- 
fcribed  by  the  law?,  the  pragm.a- 
tics,  and  Royal  Chedule,  pafled 
in  former  times,  from  m.otives  of 
the  fame  nature,  comprehending 
therein  all  my  fubjefts,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  my  kingdoms  and 
lordfhips,  vt-ithoot  exception  of  any 
perfon  whatfoever,  and  howfoever 
privileged.  It  being  my  will,  that 
this  declaration  fhall  come,  as  foon 
as  poffible,  to  the  knowledge  of 
my  fubjedls,  that  they  may  pre- 
ferve  their  efFetfts  and  perfon s  from 
all  Infults  from  the  Englifh ;  for 
that  purpofe  my  Supreme  Council 
of  War  will  make  all  neceffary  dif- 
poficions,  that  it  be  formally  pub- 
lilhed,  and  duly  executed. 

Given  at  Aranjuez,  the   26ch  of 
Ju7ie,    1779. 

(Signed)         I  the  King. 

This  prefent,  feen  and  ratified 
in  full  council,  hath  been  this  day 
publilhed  by  proclamation  in  the 
ufual  places  of  this  court,  with 
the  afiiftance  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  the  Algua- 
fils  ef  the  Tribunal,  the  Staff  Offi- 
cers of  Place,  the  Serjeant?,  Drum- 
mers,   Fifers,    Kettle    Drummers 

and 
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ard  Trumpeters  of  the  Garrifon  ; 
a  cempany  of  infantry,  and  a  pic- 
quet  of  horfe  ;  as  it  is  verified  by 
the  original,  remaining  under  my 
care,  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of 
the  SupreKie  Council  of  War. 

At  Madrid,  the  28th 
oijune,  1779- 

(Signed) 
DoK  Joseph  Portuose. 


TranJIation  of  the  Sf^r\\\i\Manife/lo, 
fublijbed  at  Madrid,  declaring  the 
Moti'ves  ixhich  hwue  indue td  his 
Catholic  Majejiy  to  n.vithdra'VJ 
his  Ambajjador,  and  acl  hojlily 
cgainjl  England. 

IT  would  be  toolong  to  relate  mi- 
nutely'all  the  grievances  which 
Spain  might  complain  of  fince  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in 
1763 ;  for  that  reafon  we  Ihall  re- 
ftrain  ourfelves  to  the  greater  ones, 
and  thofe  moll  recent,  left  we 
fhould  be  accufed  of  reviving  old 
injuries  already  forgotten.  By  the 
fixteenth  article  of  the  prelimina- 
ries of  that  treaty ;  England  ac- 
knowledged the  Bay  of  Honduras  as 
making  part  of  the  Spanifh  domi- 
nions, and  bound  itfelf  to  caufe 
every  fortification  that  had  been 
erefted  by  its  fubjedls  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  to  be  demolilhed 
within  four  months  after  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty  ;  without  pre- 
ferving  to  the  courc  of  London  any 
other  right  than  that  of  being  per- 
mitted to  cut  log-wood,  without 
any  moleftation  or  hindrance  ;  and 
for  which  purpof?,  its  workmen 
were  to  be  allowed  only  the  houfes 
and  barracks  effeniialiy  neceffary 


to  them.  None  of  thefe  ftipula- 
tions  have  been  performed  by  the 
Englifh  :  they  have  introdued 
themfelves  more  and  more  into 
the  ancient  fettlements,  beyond  the 
liniitt^  allotted  them,  and  have  ex- 
cited a  rebellion  among  the  native 
Indians,  providing  them  with  arms, 
and  giving  them  every  fuccour  and 
afiiftance  under  the  protedtion  of 
Great  Britain. 

Not  fatisfied  with  thefe  vio- 
lences, they  have  eftablifhed  them- 
felves in  many  other  ports,  rivers, 
and  coafts  of  the  Spanifh  territory 
in  the  faid  Bay  of  Honduras  ;  in 
which  places  they  could  not  even 
al ledge  the  fpecious  pretence  of 
cutting  log-wood,  but  manifeftly 
with  a  defign  of  ufurping  foreign 
dominion,  and  of  fmuggling  va- 
rious merchandizes  v/ithout  any 
difcretion. — The  names  of  thefe 
places  wherein  they  went  are.  El 
Pincho,  Rio  Tinto,  Rio  Mctina,  and 
many  others  :  they  have  there 
trained  up  bodies  of  militia  to  arms, 
and  have  given  the  King  of  Eng- 
land's brevet,  or  commiflioR,  of 
Captain-general  of  all  thefe  fettle- 
ments or  eftabliihments  to  Jacob 
Loury  ;  which  brevet,  or  paflport, 
together  with  many  ether  patents 
or  commiffions  to  fubaltern  officers, 
was  folemnly  read  to  the  whole 
colony  on  the  21ft  of  September, 
1776,  before  the  troops  and  peo- 
ple. Ail  thefe  proceedings  of  the 
Engliih  were  difcovered  by  the 
Spaniards,  at  a  time  when  the 
Britilh  miniftry  had  declared  that 
thofe  encroachments  and  fettle- 
ments had  been  made  without  their 
approbation,  or  the  fandlion  of 
their  authority. 

The  Englifn  fettlers  found  out 

artifices    and     various    perfidious 

means 
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means  to  prevail  on  the  chief  or 
leader,  to  revolt  againfl  Spain, 
and  to  ftile  himfelf  King  of  the 
Mofquito  Indians,  and  perluaded 
him  to  take  the  title  of  Captain  in 
Chief  of  the  other  Indians,  whofc 
leaders  have  fent  conimillioners  to 
the  Vice- Roy  of  the  Spaniih  go- 
vernment, acknowledging  ihem- 
felves  as  vafTals  of  his  Catholic 
Majeily  :  befides  which,  the  Eng- 
lilh  fupplied  them  with  arms,  and 
gave  them  all  kind  of  affillance  to 
prevent  their  feeking  the  protec- 
tion of  Spain,  who  has  an  imme- 
diate right  upon  the  dominion  of 
thofe  territories.  Moreover,  though 
foreigners  of  all  denominations, 
let  their  religion  be  v/hat  it  will, 
be  well  received  in  all  the  Englifli 
fettlements  of  America,  the  Spa- 
niards only  have  been  refuied  ad- 
mittance, they  being  either  impri- 
foned  or  driven  away. 

The  better  to  prove  the  uniform 
defign  England  had  always  har- 
boured of  becoming  mailers  of 
thefe  extenfive  territories ;  to  lay 
there  the  foundation  of  its  fettle- 
ments ;  and  to  augment  every  day 
the  immenfc  prohibited  commerce 
carried  on  by  its  fubjeds  in  the 
interior  parf.  of  the  Spaniih  pro- 
vinces, we  need  but  relate  what 
happened  in  tlie  year  1775.  That 
a  certain  phyGcian,  famous  for 
his  voyage  rouiid  the  world,  known 
by  the  name  of  Doclor  Irwin,  left 
England,  having  widi  him  all 
kinds  of  tools  for  agriculture,  fe- 
veral  artifts,  r.nd  many  other  fuc- 
qours  found  by  the  Britiih  mir.iltry, 
to  the  end  and  purpcle  of  making 
a  lalling  fettlement  in  the  province 
of  Nacha,  wherein  he  landed  fe- 
veral  families,  and  fcveral  more 
were  fooo  to  follow  thcin.     With 


that  intention,  the  faid  doftor  had 
brought  up  and  educated  in  his 
own  houfe  a  fon  of  an  Indian 
King,  and  two  Indians  of  note 
in  thcie  countries.  The  Spani/h 
Guarda  Coftas  were  foon  apprifed 
of  the  doctor's  embarkation,  and 
the  Briiifh  miniftry,  inftead  of 
giving  rcdrefs  to  remonrtrances  for 
that  breach  of  the  treaty,  threaten- 
ed Spain  with  a  war. 

Laft  year,  in  the  month  of  No- 
vem!)cr,  fome  Spaniards  happened 
to  fettle  tlujmfelves  on  the  river 
Saint  'Jobne,  on  the  fame  coaft  of 
Mofquito,  whereupon  they  built 
fo:..c  houfes;  and  when  they  leaft 
expedlcd  it,  they  were  attacked  by 
a  party  of  Englifl-i,  and  another 
party  of  Indians;  in  that  ccnflift, 
the  captain  of  the  fhip  was  wound- 
ed, moil  of  his  people  were  put  to 
prifon,  and  many  o;her  violences 
were  offered.  While  that  was 
tranfading,  the  negociation  of 
peace,  then  on  the  carpet,  was 
carried  on  with  the  greatell  anxi- 
ety by  his  Majefly,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  England  j  and  he  was  llrair.- 
ing  every  nerve  to  make  it  fuc- 
ceed.  No  other  proof  is  required 
to  eftablilh  the  effential  difference 
extant  between  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  London,  its  minillers 
and  fubjeils,  and  the  generous  and 
magnanimous  condu^  of  his  Ca- 
tholic Majeily, 

Wherever  they  fet  their  feet  for 
the  purpofes  of  fettlement,  the 
Englilli  behave  in  the  fame  man- 
ner :  for  example,  on  the  coaft  of 
St.  Bias,  a  province  of  the  Z>arrV«, 
they  engaged  the  Indians  that  in- 
habit the  frontiers  of  the  Spaniih 
fettlements,  to  raife  a  revolt ;  and, 
after  giving  them  all  faccours,  en- 
ticed,   and  drew    them  on  their 

■  fide. 
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fide,  by  decorating  them  with 
pompous  patents  and  brevets,  or 
commiflions  of  command  under 
the  proteiflion  of  Great  Britain. 
A  like  commiiTion  was  granted  to 
one  chief  of  the  Indians,  named 
Bernard,  to  whom  the  governor  of 
Jamaica  fent  a  formal  patent  or 
commiiifion,  and  in  which  he  was 
ftiied  captain-general  of  that  coail. 
That  proceeding  was  alfo  difcover- 
ed  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
year,  and  complained  of  the  8  th  of 
March  to  the  Englifh  miniftry, 
who,  pretending  to  be  unacquaint- 
ed with  it,  anfwered  it  in  their 
ufual  manner. 

Many  have  been  the  attempts 
made  by  the  Englifh,  within  thefe 
few  years,  to  drive  into  rebellion 
againft  Spain,  thofe  nations  of  In- 
dia, their  allies,  and  friends,  who  in- 
habit the  lands  contiguous  to  Loui- 
fiana ;  one  while  they  regularly 
provided  them  with  arms ;  at  other 
times  they  bribed  them  with  pre- 
fents,  and  honou:od  them  with 
patents  and  Englifh  medals,  &c. 
&c.  and  finally,  inftigated  them 
to  join  the  Englifh  troops  to  com- 
mit hollilities  againft  the  fubje£ts 
of  his  Catholic  Majefly. 

Applications  have  been  regular- 
ly made  to  the  court  of  London, 
on  diiFerent  occafions,  for  the  re- 
drefs  of  various  offences  of  that 
nature  ;  and  though  its  anfwers 
have  been  made  in  general  terms, 
fuch  as  thefe:  *'  We  J}?all  take  notice 
*'  of  that,  and  fend  the  neceffary  cr- 
*'  dcrs\"  Spain  has  not  yet  feen 
the  alteration  which  fhe  expected 
in  all  reafon  and  juflice. 

On  the  contrary,  the  court  of 
London,  under  pretence  of  its  war 
with  the  American  ftates,  and  for- 
getting fo  well  the  exaft  impar- 
tiality obferved  by  the  Spanilh  co- 
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lonies,  as  to  the  good  receptioa 
the  Englilh  have  always  met  with 
therein,  they  have  committed,  both 
by  land  and  fea,  the  moft  grievous 
infults:  having  even  threatened 
with  deftruftion  a  frigate  of  war  in 
the  very  capital  town  of  New  Or- 
leans. 

Soon  after  this,  and  in  the 
months  of  June  and  July  of  the 
year  r-yS,  the  Englilh  prompted 
the  Characas,  Miraqrdcs  and  Mica- 
thas  Indians,  to  raife  a  rebellion, 
paying  to  each  Indian  the  value 
oi  a  fkin  of  venifon  a  day,  and  in- 
ducing them  to  fall  upon,  with  the 
natural  and  brutal  cruelty  of  thofa 
barbarous  nations,  and  deflroy  the 
Spanilh  fettlements ;  notwithiland- 
ing  the  treaty  of  peace  then  in 
force  between  Spain  and  England, 
and  the  pacific  difpofition  of  the 
King,  and  his  impartial  and  up- 
right conduifi  in  regard  to  the  dif- 
turbances  of  America,  and  the  hof- 
tilities  committed  againfl  France. 
To  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  the  In- 
1  dians  were  to  have  repaired  to, 
and  affembled  in  a  place  called  th» 
Natches,  with  a  body  of  Englifh. 
well  armed  ;  but  a  happy  circum- 
ftance  prevented  this  barbarous  pro- 
jeiSl  from  taking  place :  two  of 
thofe  nations,  convinced,  without 
doubt,  of  the  injuflice  they  were 
going  to  commit,  every  way  re- 
pugnant to  the  rights  of  men,  and 
to  the  good  treatment  they  had  al- 
ways received  from  the  Spaniards, 
they  withdrew,  and  thus  difcoun-* 
tenanced  the  reft. 

Some  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifli 
dominions  were  earned  away, 
others  were  offered  all  fort  of  vio- 
lence, and  many  compelled  to  car- 
ry arms  and  war  againft  the  Ame- 
ricans :  particularly  in  one,  among 
many  other  inftances  of  our  lub- 
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J&Q.S,  a  young  man,  named  Li- 
'vois,  the  Ion  of  a  captain  of  one 
of  our  Spanilh  colonies. 

By  the  lad  news  we  have  receiv- 
ed the  original  letters  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  Commander  Hamilton,  in 
which  he  threatened  to  enter  the 
Spanifh  territories,  as  has  been  re- 
lated in  the  Gazette  of  Madrid  of 
the  zoth  of  July,  at  the  article  of 
la  Hax<a7ina:  it  appeared  more- 
over, by  thofe  letters,  that  the 
Britilh  government  had  given  or- 
ders to  build  many  fortrefles,  and 
in  particular  a  folid  and  perma- 
nent one  at  the  mouth  of  the  MiJJi- 
JJtpi,  near  the  lake  of  Iberville; 
which  proceeding  alone  would  be 
fufficient  to  bring  to  light  the  de- 
fignsof  the  court  of  London  againft 
the  Spanifn  dominions,  fince  the 
faid  fortrefs  could  by  no  means 
moleft  the  Americans,  but  would 
be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Spa- 
nilh nation. 

To  the  above  purpofe  we  muft 
not  omit,  that  in  the  month  of 
May  in  the  year  1778,  Don  Fran- 
cifco  E/carano,  the  Spanifh  Charge 
des  Affaires,  came  to  London  to 
complain,  that  the  Engliih  had 
inftigated  the  Indians  called  Pafea- 
giilas,  whofe  habitations  are  conti- 
guous to  Louijiana,  to  fhake  off  the 
obedience  they  owe  to  the  King; 
by  giving  them  commiffions  of 
captains  in  the  fervice  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  and  decorating 
them  with  orders  and  medals.  We 
fhould  never  have  done,  if  we 
would  relate,  with  their  circum- 
llances,  thefe,  and  many  more 
infringements  of  the  treaties,  vio- 
lences, and  ufurpations  executed 
thefe  late  years  by  the  Englifli  go- 
vernment againft  the  Spanilh  do- 
minions. 


1779. 

2.  Spain  gave,  in  regard  to 
prizes,  orders  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
France;  and  it  cauled  them  to  be 
put  in  execution  with  fo  much  ri- 
gour and  exadlnefs,  that  feveral 
American  privaieers,  and  among 
others  the  famous  Cunningham^  ex- 
afperated  againft  Spain,  retaliated, 
by  ufmg  the  Spaniards  very  ill, 
and  making  upon  them  reprizals, 
which  have  not  as  yet  been  deliver- 
ed back,  though  often  afked  for. 

3.  Neither  ought  motives  of  jea- 
loufy  or  the  thirftof  difcord  to  have 
prevailed  upon  the  Englifti  fo 
much,  as  to  make  them  lofe  any 
fenfe  of  juftice,  gratitude,  or  re- 
fpeft  in  regard  to  Spain,  confider- 
ing  that  this  laft  could  carry  on 
but  little  or  no  trade  with  the 
Englifti  Americans,  having  already 
enough  of  that  it  carries  on  with 
its  own  pofleffions  of  America;  and 
being  amply  provided  with  every 
neceftary  by  the  fame.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  court  of  London,  with 
an  intention  of  keeping  at  hand  a 
fpecious  pretence  for  a  rupture, 
yvhenever  its  projet^s  ftiould  be  in 
maturity,  affeded  a  great  uneafi- 
nefs  on  account  of  the  mercantile 
correfpondence  carried  on  between 
fome  merchants  of  Bilboa  and 
others  of  the  Englifti  colonies, 
though  that  correfpondence  had 
begun  feveral  years  before  their 
rupture  with  the  mother  country. 
The  Englifti  m.iniftry  difcovered 
the  fame  uneafinefs  for  a  like 
mercantile  correfpondence  carried 
on  by  fome  French  merchants  of 
Louijiana  with  the  Americans ;  and 
pretended  to  call  the  Spanifli  go- 
vernment to  an  account  for  that 
contravention  to  its  own  laws  in 
that  part  of  the  world  :  at  the 
fame  period,  wherein  the  fubjedls 
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of  England,  called  the  Royalifts, 
were  found  in  the  fame  contra- 
vention on  the  Spanifh  coafts  of 
MiJ/Iffipi  and  Louijiana,  making  a 
traffic  of  fmuggled  goods  :  many 
of  them  were  taken  up,  and  great 
complaints  have  been  made  for 
the  fame.  The  Englilh  com- 
manders of  thofe  parts  pretended 
proudly,  that  the  inhabitants  pro- 
fecuted  by  them  fhould  not  be  al- 
lowed to  take  refuge  at  Louijiana, 
if  they  fhould  fly  there  for  it,  while 
the  royalifts  were  welcome  there, 
and  being  under  no  apprehenfions 
either  for  their  lives  or  properties ; 
for  which  generous  dealing  feve- 
ral  of  them  returned  thanks  to  the 
Spanilh  government  by  word  of 
mouth,  and  in  writing.  The  Spa- 
-nifti  government  did  not  confine 
itfelf  to  thofe  tokens  of  huma- 
nity. Having  heard  of  a  great 
fcarclty  of  flour  prevailing  at  Pen- 
zacola,  it  fpontaneoufly  fent  a  good 

quantity  of  it  into  that  place  ; 

threats,  violences,  and  the  hoftile 
proceedings  laid  down  in  the  fore- 
going articles  are  the  only  thanks 
the  miniftry  and  the  Englifli  nation 
gave  for  the  fame. 

4.  For  fear  we  fhould  be  de- 
tained in  the  enumeration  of  the 
events  anterior  to  thefe  late  times, 
we  fhall  only  fay,  that  the  infults 
offered  by  the  Englifh  navy  to  the 
Spanifh  navigation  and  trade,  from 
the  year  1776  till  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  year  1779,  were  al- 
ready 86  in  number,  including 
prizes  taken  by  unjuft  praftices, 
piracy,  and  robberies  of  various 
elFefts  out  of  the  velTels ;  attacks 
made  with  gun-firing,  and  other 
incredible  violences.  Since  the 
faid  month  of  March,  and  not- 
withftanding  the  memorial  pre- 
fer.ted    by  the  ambalTador,    Mar- 
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quis  de  Almadovar,  on  the  14th 
of  the  fame,  in  which  he  com- 
plained of  the  principal  grievan- 
ces, and  revived  the  Memorials 
that  had  preceded,  three  Spanifli 
fliips  were  taken  by  the  Englifli, 
on  the  1 2th,  19th,  and  2Si\\  of 
April,  viz.  the  Nofira  fra  de  la 
Conception,  the  la  Virgen  de  Gra- 
cia,  and  the  las  Almas  :  which 
proceeding,  together  with  the  other 
infults,  of  which  a  detail  was  fent 
to  the  fame  ambaflador,  in  order 
to  be  laid  before  the  Englifli  mi- 
niftry, were  fufficient  motives  for 
the  ambafTador  to  afiert,  in  hfs 
final  declaration  prefented  to  the 
miniftry  on  the  i6th  of  June,  that 
the  grievances  of  the  late  years 
did  not  fall  much  flaort  of  a  hun- 
dred. 

5.  In  the  two  laft  years,  and  till 
the  beginning  of  March  of  the  pre- 
fent year,  the  Englifli  navy  has  in- 
fulted  at  12  difi^erent  times,  in  the 
European  and  American  feas,  theS 
fliips  of  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
among  which  were  packets,  and 
other  imall  vefl"els,  that  had  not  a 
competent  force  to  refift.  It  makes 
one  blufli  ro  defcribe  with  what  in- 
decency and  ignominy  the  King's 
flag  was  treated  by  the  Englifli 
officers  in  thofe  and  other  fimilar 
cafes.  We  ihall  only  relate  the 
tran faction  of  the  31ft  of  O£lober 
of  the  laft  year,  when  an  officer 
having  been  difpatched  by  two 
Englifli  frigates  to  reconnoitre  the 
Spanifli  floop,  named  Nofira  Sig- 
nora  de  la  Efcla'vitud ,  between  the 
Ifles  of  la  Mona  and  la  Saona,  he 
obliged  it  to  ftrike  his  Majefty's 
flag,  and  then,  taking  it,  he  wip- 
ed the  fweat  olF  his  face  with  its 
coat  of  arms,  to  fhew  a  gre^tter 
contempt  for  it.  This  fmgular 
officer,  with  his  companions,  p!un- 
[J  a]  z  _  dered 
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dered  the  fliip,  and  ftript  the  feamen 
of  fund ly  things  efTcntially  necef- 
fary  to  tiieir  ufe. 

6.  The  Eng'.ilh  nation  entered 
the  Spanifh  territories  eleven  times 
within  a  very  fnw  years  part. 
Among  thofe  attempts,  one  de- 
ferves  a  parcicular  notice;  viz. 
what  was  performed  on  the  31ft  of 
April,  1777,  by  the  long-boats 
of  three  EngHfh  frigates,  then  lay- 
ing in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  which 
fired  at  the  King's  cutter,  and  at 
the  guard-houfe,  that  was  on  the 
bridge  Mayorga,  and  carried  away 
the  crew  and  the  goods  of  a  bark 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  faid 
cutter  on  fufpicion  of  fmuggling 
tobacco  and  money.  After  they 
had  poffefied  themfelves  of  the 
whole,  they  retired,  difplaying  af- 
fected civilities,  and  taking  ofF 
their  hats  out  of  derifion. 

7.  The  complaints  of  the  court 
of  Spain  have  been  as  many  as 
the  infults  offered  ;  memorials  hav- 
ing been  repeatedly  prefented 
from  time  to  time  in  London  and 
in  Madrid  ;  fo  that  they  might 
be  iaid  to  have  been  innumerable. 
Neverthelefs,  the  King  of  Eng- 
land told  his  parliament  precifely, 
that  many  of  them  never  came  to 
his  knowledge,  adding  moreover, 
that  he  was  fally  convinced,  he 
had  never  given  occafion  for  the 
unjufi:  proceedings  of  Spain.  We 
now  fay  it  over  again,  complaints 
have  been  fo  repeatedly  made, 
that  on  the  5th  of  February,  1778, 
Don  Francijco  Efcarano  having  ex- 
pofed  and  Ihewn  fome  of  them  in 
writing  to  Lord  W,'.ymouth,  did  ex- 
prefs  plainly  how  tired  he  was  of 
prefenting  fo  many,  by  faying, 
*'  That  it  appeared  as  if  all  the 
"1  captains  of  (hips  of  his  Britifh 
*'  Majefty  had  agreed  about  the 
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"  mode  of  bad  behaviour  to  thofe- 
"  of  the  King  and  of  the  Spanifh 
"  nation  ;  fince  it  was  known  by 
"  a  conflant  experience,  that  the 
"  Englidi  ihips  always  began  by 
"  filing  their  guns  at  ours  with 
"  bullets;  then  their  ofiicers  came 
"  on  board  to  regiRer  them;  put 
"  the  feamen  in  irons,  or  con- 
"  lined  them  under  the  hatches  of 
"  the  filip :  did  not  in  the  Icaft 
"  fcruple  to  carry  away  what 
"  goods  they  had  a  fancy  to,  and 
*'  when  they  parted  from  us,  bid  us 
"  farewell  by  another,  cannonad- 
"  ing  with  fmall  fhot,}  that  the 
"  Spanifh  fliips,  and  efpecially 
"  the  packet-boats,  which  are 
"  provided  with  guns,  might  have 
"  repelled  thofe  infults  by  force, 
"  but  that  they  never  did  it,  on 
"  account  of  the  remarkable  flritt 
"  orders  they  had  from  the  Spa- 
"  nilh  government,  which  v/as  an- 
"  xious  to  live  in  the  beft  harmo- 
"  ny  v/ith  the  Englifli  nation ; 
"  and  that  finally,  by  comparing 
"  the  excefTive  moderation  of  Spain 
"  with  the  frequent  affronts  ofFer- 
*'  ed  by  the  Englifii  navy,  his 
"  lordlhip  will  be  able  to  judge, 
"  whether  they  ought  not  to  have 
"  been  paid  attention  to ;  and 
"  whether  they  did  not  call  aloud 
"  for  reddrefs." 

Thofe  were  the  expreffions  made 
ufe  of  by  Spain,  in  February  1778. 
Let  us  now  fee  what  that  court 
faid  on  the  14th  of  March  of  the 
prefent  year,  by  the  channel  of 
the  Mai-qids  d'' Ahnado^uar,  in  a  me- 
morial written  for  that  purpofe  to 
the  Vifcoimt  Weymouth. 

The  Spanifh  amba/Tador,  after 
referring  to  two  cafes  that  had  been 
anfwered  by  the  Englifh  manifrer, 
proceeds  in  this  manner;  "The 
"  King  could  not  help  to  remark, 
z  *♦   that. 
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"  that,  from  all  the  complaints 
**  made  to  the  Englifh  minillryby 
•'  his  orders,  for  thefe  two  years, 
"  thefe  two  cafes  only  met  with  a 
*'  clear  inflruftive  anfwer.  His 
"  Majefty  took  into  coiifideration 
"  the  motives  of  the  anfwer  of 
"  the  13th  of  January,  and  ex- 
"  cufes  the  delay  alledged,  as  to 
"  the  tranfaftion  that  happened 
"  in  America;"  but  he  decs  not 
foe,  why  any  change  in  the  defti- 
nation  of  the  fhips,  the  death  of 
the  commanders,  or  the  recall  of  the 
admirals,  to  whom  the  orders  were 
diredled,  ihould  have  prevented 
the  verification  longed  after;  fuch 
were,  however,  the  motives  or  pre- 
tences alledged.  If  the  captains 
were  dead,  or  if  the  fhips  had 
changed  their  ftation,  had  even 
thofe  changes  and  alterations  been 
univerfal,  and  had  they  happened 
precifely  at  the  time  when  the  ve- 
rification fhould  have  taken  place, 
the  command  of  the  places  near 
whom  the  tranfadlions  happened, 
were,  neverthelefs,  in  the  fame 
hands,  and  there  it  was  they  Ihould 
have  been  enquired  into.  Suppofe 
the  officers  had  been  changed,  the 
exercife  of  their  fundlion  was  not 
interrupted,  and  the  tribunals  of 
the  dillridls,^  who  ought  to  have 
known  of  matters  of  that  fort,  were 
itill  fubfifting.  Since  that  time, 
fome  of  the  captains,  who  com- 
manded the  fliips  that  either  took 
or  treated  ill  the  Spanifh  veflels, 
came  over  to  England,  and  they 
might  have  been  interrogated  upon 
many  articles. 

The  Marquis  of  Almadovar  con- 
tinued to  make  obfcrvations  upon 
particular  cafes,  and  concluded 
his  memorial  in  this  manner :  "In 
"  a  word,  had  even  every  circum- 
"  ftance  concurred   to  hinder  or 


delay  the  indruflion  which  the 
Britifh  miniftry  defued,  pre- 
vioijs  to  its  giving  redrefs  to 
my  court,  the  King,  my  mailer, 
thought  at  leaft,  that  orders  fent 
by  his  Brltifh  M^jeily  to  his 
ofiicers  fhould  have  flopt  the 
courfe  of  tJiofe  vexations ;  fo 
far  from  it,  advice  is  conti•-^ 
nually  received  at  Madrid  of 
recent  injuries,  there  having 
been  fent  to  me  from  thence 
the  relation  of  fome  of  them, 
with  injunftion  to  communicate 
them  to  your  lordfhip.  Incom- 
pliance, therefore,  with  thofe 
orders,  I  have  the  honour  to 
include  the  relation  thereunto 
annexed,  containing  the  raofl 
notorious  fads,  omitting  others, 
for  fear  of  multiplying  com- 
plaints, though  they  are  equal- 
ly well  founded  on  truth.  Your 
lordfhip  will  know  from  this  the 
importance  of  thofe  complaints, 
and  the  necefTity  of  accelerat- 
ing, as  much  as  pofiible,  the 
fatisfadlion  which  the  King  my 
mafiier  flatters  himfelf  he  fhall 
obtain  from  the  juftice  and  equi- 
ty of  his  Britifh  iviajefly." 
This  memorial,  given  in  the 
month  of  March,  produced  nothing 
but  fine  promifes  on  the  part  of 
the  Englifh  miniftry,  without  pre- 
venting the  making  prizes  and 
committing  other  infults  in  the 
months  of  April  and  May  follow- 
ing, which  was  hinted  at  before 
in  the  fourth  note.  We  may  rea- 
fonably  queftion,  whether  the 
Englifh  miniftry  ever  took  the 
trouble  to  read  the  notes  or  enume- 
ration of  the  grievances ;  and  if 
not,  the  reafon  is  obvious,  why  his 
Britannic  Majclly  had  never  been 
informed  of  them,  as  he  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  announce  to  his  parliament. 
[J  a]  3  Spain 
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fhould  bring   up  and  employ  fea- 
officers  poflefling  fuch  principles. 

9.  The  injufticc  of  the  fentences 
pronounced  by  the  Englifh  judges 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  their  extra- 
vagant   condud,    may    be    afcer- 


Spain  was  more  fortunate  with 
the  Englifh  government,  becaufe 
at  leaft  this  lall  never  denied  fafts, 
but  always  made  good  offers, 
though  fuch  as  never  were  produc- 
tive of  a  compleat  redrefs,  or  even 


prevented  the  ufual  vexations.    All     tained  by  the  two  foUowing  cafes: 
the   European   powers   know    very     the    EngliiTi    cutter,    the    Lively, 


well   the  pradlices   of  the   Englifh 
navy    in    its    depredations;     what 
country  has   not  experienced  them 
either  in   the  prefent,  or  the  late 
war  againft  France  and  England  : 
but  they  did  not  know,   nor  could 
they  have  imagined,  that  the  cap- 
tain    of    the    Englifh    frigate    or 
floop   of    war.    the    Zephir,   com- 
manded    by    Thomas    Hajih,    after 
taking  by  unjuft  means  the  Spanifh 
fhip,     la    Trinidad,    going     from 
Bilboa  to   Cadiz,  towards  the  end 
of  1777,  loaded  with  leather,  nails, 
iron,  and  other  goods,  fliould  car- 
ry her  into  Tangier s,  and  there  try 
to  exchange  her  for   an  American 
brigantine  (which  had  been  taken 
by   a   corlair   of  Morocco)    leaving 
the  captain,  pilot,  and  all  the  ma- 
riners for  flaves.     Happily,   how- 


commanded  by  Jofeph  Smith,  took 
the  Spanifh  fhip,  the  5/.  Nicholas, 
and  St.  Cchno,  (the  property  of 
Don  Manuel  del  Cer'vo  Rubioy  an 
inhabitant  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
La  Carugna)  bound  from  that  port 
to  the  Spanifh  ifles.  The  Englifft 
captain  carried  her  into  the  illand 
of  Anguila,  where  it  was  declared 
file  was  not  a  legal  prize ;  and 
having  been  releafed,  the  Eng- 
lifh governor  gave  her  a  pafTport 
to  continue  her  voyage  unmolelled. 
That  precaution,  however,  did  not 
avail  to  her  ;  for,  at  her  going  out 
of  port,  another  Englifh  floop  of 
war  took  her,  and  carried  her  into 
St.  Chriflopher's,  to  the  port  of 
Bajfeterre,  in  which  place  (he  was 
fentenced  to  be  a  legal  prize. 
The  Spanifh  packet-boat,  the  5/, 


ever,  the  Moors  did  not  accept  of    Pedro,  commander.  Captain  Fran- 


that  propofal,  and  the  fhip  was 
conduced  to  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar  ; 
and  there  being  no  kind  of  pre- 
tence to  declare  her  a  lawful  prize, 
they  abandoned  her,  after  having 


cifco  Xa^uier  Garcia,  had  the 
fame  lot  fince,  having  been  takea 
on  the  8th  of  May,  1778,  by  the 
Englifh  captain  James  Dunno'van, 
and  carried  into   the   fame  ifle  of 


plundered  a  great  deal  of  her  cargo;  Anguila,  fhe  was  there  declared  aa 

the    fhip,     however,     fullered    fo  illegal  prize,  but  at  her  departure, 

much  in   the   adlion  when   taken,  another  Englifh  cruizer,    Captain 

that  having   met    with  a   gale   of  Jofeph  Armet,  which  happened   to 

wind    near    Gibraltar,    fhe    could  be  in    the  fame  port,  retook  her. 


not  hold  it  out,  but  was  fhipwreck- 
ed  on  the  coafts.  No  faith  would 
be  given  to  a  faft  of  that  nature, 
if  the  truth  of  it  was  not  fo  well 
eftablifhed  ;  and  nobody  could  ever 
imagine,  that  a  nation  fo  learned 
ar.d  improved  as  the  Englifh  are, 


and  carried  her  into  St.  Chrijiopher, 
where  fhe  was  fentenced  a  legal 
prize,  as  the  former  had  been. 

10.  No  other  power  has  expe- 
rienced, like  Spain,  the  aggref- 
fions  and  ufurpations  of  the  Englifh 
government,  made  in  the  time  of 

•th§ 
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the  moft  profound  peace,  and  with- 
ouc  any  previous  declaration  of 
war.  There  is  hardly  one  of  thofe 
Englifh  territories,  which  former- 
ly belonged  to  Spain,  that  has  not 
been  taken  by  furprize,  in  time  of 
peace ;  and  all  the  feas  may  be 
witnefles  that  when  the  Spanifh 
ihips  were  beaten  or  taken,  there 
was  no  reafon  to  believe  they 
fhould  be  attacked  :  it  has  been  a 
practice  with  no  other  cabinet, 
but  the  EngliOi,  to  conclude  a 
treaty  with  Spain,  and  immediate- 
ly after  to  commit  the  greatelt  hof- 
tilities  againil  that  fame  treaty. 
After  fuch  a  condufl,  we  leave  it 
to  the  confideration  of  the  impar- 
tial v/orld  to  decide,  if  the  King 
was  wrong  to  augment  his  naval 
forces,  and  to  frullrate,  by  antici- 
pation, the  defigns  of  his  enemies 
and  offenders. 

11.  No  motives  whatfoever 
fliould  have  hindered  England  to 
give  redrefs  to  Spain,  to  have  pre- 
vented new  infults,  and  return  it 
the  gratitude  it  deferves  ;  fince, 
in  fpite  of  the  projefts  and  public 
threats  of  feveral  members  of  the 
Englilh  parliament,  in  the  feffion 
of  the  months  of  December,  1777, 
and  January  and  February,  1778, 
(who  propofed  to  fettle  the  difputes 
with  the  Americans,  in  order  to 
make  war  againft  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon)  the  Catholic  King  never 
would  make  any  treaty  with  the 
colonies,  for  fear  of  giving  to  the 
court  of  London  the  leall  pretence 
for  complaints.  We  do  not  by  this 
mean  to  fay,  that  the  French  mi- 
nillry  had  not  the  ftrongeil  reafon  s 
to  fear  new  enemies,  and  conie- 
quently  to  prevent  the  hollile  de- 
fjgns  of  the  Briti(h  cabinet. 

12.  The  French   court  behaved 
with  fo  much  candour  and  fincerity 
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in  the  treaty  made  with  the  Ame- 
ricans,   (of  which,    however,    the 
Catholic  King  knew  nothing  then) 
that    the  fame   court  declared,  by 
its    ambaffkdor    in    London,    that 
Spain   had   no  hand  at  all    in    it. 
Notvvithltanding    this,    by    orders 
difpatched  to  Do?:  Francifco  E/cara- 
no,   the  Spanifh  Charge  des  Affaires 
in  London,  on  the  24th  of  March, 
he  had  inflrudlions,  among  other 
things,   to   declare   to  the  Englifli 
miniftry,  that  though  his  Catholic 
Majefty    had     taken     no  fhare   in 
what  had  happened  between  France 
and  America,  and  was  ftill  refolved 
to  preferve  the  peace,   this  was  to 
be  underftood,    "   As  long  as  his 
"  Majefty  could  make  it  confiftent 
"  with  the   dignity  of  his  crown, 
*<  with    the    prefervation    of    his 
"  rights,    and    the   protedlion   he 
"  owes  to  his  fubjeds ;  and  that, 
"  therefore,  the  condudl  of  Spain 
*'   (hould    be    guided   by   that    of 
"  England."     This   was   the  de- 
claration made  by  Efcarano   to  the 
Vifcount  Weymouth,  in  a  private 
audience  he  had  on  the  4ih  of  April 
following,  and  he  acquainted  his 
court  with   it,  on   the  8th  of  the 
fame  month. 

13.  It  has  been  the  manifeft 
leading  projeft  of  England,  to 
bring  about  a  re- union  of  the  co- 
lonies with  the  crown,  in  order  to 
arm  them  againft  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  or  to  lead  that  fame 
Houfe  into  an  error,  by  means  of 
treacherous  negociations  and  trea- 
ties, in  order  to  take  revenge  on 
the  colonies,  after  having  made 
them  enemies  to  France.  The 
beginning,  progrefs,  and  conclu- 
fionof  the  negociations,  related  in 
this  manifelto,  eftablifh  evidently 
the  certainty  of  that  projefl,  and 
the  fads  contained  In  the  fubfe- 
[-^  rt]  4  quent 
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quent  notes,  will  provek  beyond 
a  doubt. 

14.  The  King  of  Spain  could 
not  obierve  a  greaccrcircumfpcdion 
than  h?,  did,  to  avoid  engaging 
himfelf nn  an  unfruitful  negotiation, 
or  getting  entangled  in  its  conle- 
quences  ;  he  ufsd  the  fame  exprel- 
iions  with  the  court  of  London  that 
he  had  done  with  France,  fending 
orders,  on  the  19th  of  April,  to 
the  Charge  dzs  Jffaires,  Don  F'an- 
cijco  Efcarano,  diretling  hicn  to  re- 
quire from  the  Britifli  mini  (try, 
"  a  rnanifeft  declaration  from 
•'  them,  exprelTing  their  real  long- 
"  ing;  after  a  negotiation  with 
*'  Fr:in::e,  by  the  mediation  of 
•*  his  Majefty,  and  felting  forth 
*'  the  chief  articles  whereupon  to 
**  ground  it." 

Thofe  and  other  like  precautions 
became  neceflary  with  a  miniftry 
that  always  affedls  to  fpeak  mylle- 
riouflv,  ambiguoully,  and  with  art- 
ful relliidlion,  and  who  delivered 
their  thoughts  to  the  Spanilh  am- 
balTadors  and  public  minifters  in  a 
inode  very  different  from  that  made 
ufe  of  in  the  public  difpatches  of 
bufinefs  directed  by  that  fame  mi- 
niftry to  the  Englilli  ambaffador  in 
Maarid.  The  Spanifh  cabinet, 
v/hich  does  not  adopt  that  politi- 
cal method  of  delivery,  had  the 
open-heartednefs  to  warn  the  faid 
miniftry,  to  fet  it  afide  during  the 
courfe  Of  the  negotiation,  without 
iniifting  on  the  candour  and  fince- 
rity  the  fame  requires. 

J  5.  Orders  were  fent  to  Efcaratio, 
on  the  23d  and  25th  of  May,  and 
on  the  lit  of  June  laft  year,  direc- 
ting him  to  keep  a  profound  filence 
upon  the  negotiation  that  had  been 
sgitated  ;  and  to  declare  again  to 
the  court  of  London,  that  his  ca- 
tholic  Majeily  was  always  iii   the 
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fame  pacific<iIfpofition,  and  would 
continue  {o,  as  long  as  the  conduft 
of  the  Englifti  nation  Ihould  not 
compel  him  to  alter  his  fentinients. 
England  cannot  complain,  that 
Spain  has  not  repeatedly  declared 
this  fame  refolution  of  the  King. 

16.  It  is  evident  from  the  con- 
tents of  the  above  notes,  ihat  holli- 
lities  like  the  preceding,  and  even 
greater  ones,  were  committed  by 
England  againft  the  Spanilh  terri- 
tories, and  the  Spanifli  flag,  un- 
der the  ma(k  of  friendlhip,  and  in 
the  midrt  of  the  molt  cordial  pro- 
teflations,  and  afTurances  of  peace. 

17.  It  would  not  appear  ftrange, 
if  clandeftine  orders,  fimilar  to  thofe 
given  to  take  pofieffion  of  the 
French  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, had  been  fent,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  year,  for  to  fall  upon 
the  Philippine  lilands,  and  if  the 
emifTarics,  fent  foon  after  through 
Alexandria  and  Suez,  had  been  in- 
trufted  with  the  condud;  of  that  en- 
terprise :  at  leaft,  thofe  are  the 
opinions  of  the  moil  judicious 
men,  and  alfo  of  thofe  who  are 
the  belt  acquainted  with  the  tranf- 
aflions  of  the  court  of  London. 
Time  will  bring  thofe  myfteries 
and  enigmas  to  light  ;  and  the 
world  will  be  better  able  to  com- 
prehend, how  the  generofity  of  the 
King  of  Spain  has  been  corre- 
fpondent  with  that  of  the  Englifa 
cabinet ;  at  a  time,  when  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty  fpared  no  pains  to 
obtain  an  honourable  peace,  and 
free  that  nation  from  great  cala- 
mities and  misfortunes. 

18.  The  Catholic  King  conti- 
nued his  mediation  to  his  Moil 
Chriftian  Majefty,  with  an  intent 
of  making  a  peace,  not  only  be- 
caufe  his  religious  and  pious  heart, 
and  the  love  he  profcffes   to  his 

fubjetSs, 
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Jubjcdls,  anJ  to  the  human  race  in 
general,    infpired  hirn   with    thofe 
ientiments  ;  but  moreover,  becaufe 
the  court  of  London  continued  to 
infinuate  its  defuc  of  coming  to  an 
accommodation  with  France.    And 
Jndeed    hardly   was    the  Count  of 
Alinado'uar  arrived  in  London,   but 
he  acquainted  his  own    court,   on 
the  14th  of  September,  1778,  that 
in  a  long  conference  he  lately  had 
with   the   Vifcount  Weymouih,   that 
niinifter    had    concluded    his   dif- 
cour.'c    with     thofe    terms  ;    viz. 
"  That    the    King,    his    mailer, 
"  knew    the    amiable  difpofitions 
"  of  his  Catholic  Majefiy  ;    that 
"  he  was   indebted   to  him  for  his 
♦•  demonllrations    of    friendihip  ; 
"  and  moft  fincerely  defired  to  ter- 
"  minate  the  prefcnt   war   by  his 
•'  mediations,  by  a   method  con- 
"  fiHenc  with   the  honour  of  the 
"  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  by 
"  which,    at   the   fame  time,    an 
**  equal  regard   fliould  be  paid  to 
*'  France."      In   confideration    of 
the    ufual  tendernefs    and    honour 
due  to  the  crown,  Lord  Weyjnouth 
recommended  to  the  Marquis  d'' Al- 
mado-jar,    not    to    ufe    in    his  dif- 
patches   (as  he,   Weymouth,   would 
have    the   fame  care    in   his  own) 
thefe   words  "  to  aflc   the    mcdia- 
"  tion,"  but  "  to  requeft  and  to 
"  wilh    that  his  Catholic  Majefiy 
*'  fliould  interpofe  his  mediation." 
'i'he  Lord  Grantham  fpoke  fubftan- 
tially  the  fame  language  in  Ma- 
drid ;   and    his    Catholic    Majelly, 
having  taken  it  into  his  confidera- 
tion,   ordered    a    note    or    memo- 
rial to  be  delivered  to  that  ambaf- 
fador,    on    the    28th   of    the    faid 
month  of  September,  and  a  copy 
of  the  fame  was  difpatched  to  the 
Marquis    of   Almadovar,  with   di- 
xedion  to  communicate  it  to   the 
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Englifli  government.  We  thought 
it  indifpenfibiy  necelTary  to  write 
out  the  anfwer  contained  in  the 
fame  memorial  ;  becaufe  it  will 
throw  light  upon,  and  {qx^q.  for 
the  right  underltanding  of  the  faid 
negotiation  ;  and  which  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  The  King   confidering  what 
"  has  been  written   by  his  a'mbaf- 
"  fador,  the  Marquis  of  Almado- 
"  a'«'-,  and   out  of  love  for  man- 
"  kind  ;  and,  moreover,   to  con- 
"  tinue  upon  good  and  amicable 
*'  terms    with    both   the   Kings  of 
"  France  and  Great  Britain  ;  and 
**  alfo  let!  he  might  be  reproached 
"  with  refufing  to  promote,  as  far 
"  as  lays  in  his  power,  the  tran- 
"  quillity  of  Europe,  he  has  re- 
"  folved  to  notify   to  each  court, 
"  that    if  they   fincerely   wilh    to 
*'  enter  into  a  plan   of  reconcilia- 
*'  tion,  by   the   mediation   of  his 
"  Majelly,    without    prejudice  to 
•*  the  honour  of  either  crown,  but 
**  with  an  anticipated  anxiety  for 
"  the  dignity  of  both  ;  the  moil 
"  regular  and  decent  mode  of  pro- 
"  ceeding    i?,    that    each    court 
"  (hould   deliver  into  the  King's 
"  hand,  without  delay,  and  at  the 
"  fame   time,   the  conditions  and 
"  the  articles  they  intend  to  ob- 
"   tain  or  to  grant  by  the  treaty, 
"  that  his  Majefiy  may  communi- 
"  cate  to  the  one  court  the  propofi- 
"  tions  of  the  other,  to   the  end 
"   that  they  may  be  modified,  dif- 
**  cufied,  or  refufed.     That,  after 
"  a  due  examination  of  the  whole,  • 
"  his    Majefty    fhall    propofe    his 
"  own  plan  of  pacification  to  ter- 
"  minate    the    difference.      That 
"  the   negotiation    muft    flipulate 
"  the  method  of  concerting  with 
"  the  Americans ;  without  which 
*'  the  wifhed-for  peace  cannot  be 
"  attained: 
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**  attained  :    and   finally,   that   at 
*'  one    and    the    lame    time,    the 
••  conditions   relative   to  the   pri- 
*•  vate    intereft    of  England    and 
*•  Spain   ftiall  likewife  be  difcuf- 
*'  fed  and  fettled  ;  that  the  King 
*'  would   be  forry  if  this  method 
**  was  not  adopted,  or  if  the  ne- 
*'  gociation  was  not  conduced  with 
*'  fincerity  ;  fince,  in  fpite  of  the 
**  wilhes  and  pacific  difpofitions  of 
*'  his  Majefty,  he  forefees  that  the 
*'  circumltances  of  the  prefent  war 
**  mull   oblige   him   to  become   a 
*'  party,    the    neceffity  of  having 
•'  his    flag   refpefted,  and    of  re- 
*'  pelling    the    infults    which    are 
*'  daily    ofi:"cred    to    his    fubjedls, 
*'  having  occafioned  expenfive  ar- 
**  maments,   and  immenfe  lolTes." 
The    conclufion  of  the  foregoing 
anfwer   caufed  much  uneafincfs  to 
the  court  of  London,  which,  ne- 
verthelefs,  fent  a  frigate  that  en- 
tered the   port   of  Corunna  on   the 
loth  of  November,  with  difpatches 
for  Lord   Granthajn^  with  the  an- 
fwer of  the  fame  court.     That  an- 
fwer was  delivered  on  the  14th  of 
the  faid  month  of  November  ;  and 
the  contents  of  it  were,  that  the 
court  of  London  accepted  with  plea- 
fure  the  mediation  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty    to    fettle    the    differences 
that  exifted  between  England  and 
France,  provided  the  latter  would 
withdraw  the  fuccours  and  aid  it 
gave  to  the  colonies.     As  to  the  ar- 
ticles relative  to  the  reciprocal  in- 
tereft of  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
the  reply  was,  that  his  Britilh  Ma- 
jefty was  ready  at  all   times,  and 
wilhed  earnellly  to  enter  into  that 
difcuflion ;  and    to  fettle    them  fo 
as  to  eilablilh  reciprocal  advantages 
to    both   empires.     The  Catholic 
King,  in  compliance  with  the  ten- 
der he  had  made  to  both  courts, 
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communicated  to  each  of  them  on 
the  20th  of  November  the-preten- 
fions,    propofitions,    and  overtures 
made  refpedlively:  perfuading  both 
of  them,  with  various  reafonings, 
to  feek   means  and  temperaments 
produdive  of  a  fincere  and  honour- 
able reconciliation.     At   the  fame 
time  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  Mar- 
quis  of  Ahnado'var,    fetting   forth 
what    follows  ;    viz.     "  Your  Ex- 
"  cellency  is  authorifed   to  fettle 
'•  the  matters  relative  to  our  own 
"  intereft,    on    which    important 
"  bufinefs    the    utmoft   efforts    of 
"  your  zeal    mult    be    employed : 
*•  fince  the  King,  who  wifhes  fin- 
"  cerely    to   preferve    the    peace, 
"  will   receive    the   greateft   plea- 
"  fure,  if  he  fees  thofe  differences 
"  fatisfadorily  fettled  :  to  the  fame 
"  purpofe  let  your  Excellency  re- 
'•  mind    the  Englifh    miniftry   of 
"  the  generofity  of  Spain,  for  its 
"  impartial    proceedings    in     cir- 
•*  cumftances  fo  critical  as  the  pre- 
•'  fent   ones.     But   let   your   Ex- 
"  cellency   reprefent,    how    badly 
"   we   have    been   anfwered,     and 
"  how  ill   we  are  conftantly  treat- 
**  ed  by  the  Rnglifh  navy,  as  may 
"  be  afcertained  from  the  infults 
**  that  our  navigators  receive  al- 
"  moft  daily  in  different  parts  of 
"  the  ocean,  and  in  the  very  ports 
"  and  places  on  the  coafts  of  this 
**  peninfala.     That  court  will  un- 
"  derftand   that   the  greateft  pro- 
"  teftations  of  friendlhip  have   no 
"  force  to  perfuade,  while  repeat- 
'•  ed  infults  are  never  reproved  or 
"  chaftifed,    efpeciaily    after    we 
"  have  been  for  years  expofing  to 
"  them  our  orievances  in  the  moft; 
"  cordial  open  manner,  and  with 
"   the  moft  cautious  expreffions. 

"  Your  Excellency  is   not  igno- 
•'  rant  of  what  has  bsea  regulated 

"  by. 
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'  by  the  preliminaries  of  the  trea- 
•  ty  of  Paris  in  the  year  1763,  in 
the  1 6th  article,  relative  to  the 
Englifh  fettlements  in  the  Bay 
of  Honduras  and  other  adjacent 
territories.  It  was  there  ftipu- 
lated  in  poficive  terms,  that, 
whatever  fortifications  had  been 
built,  they  fhould  be  demolilh- 
ed  ;  and  that  the  Englifh  fhould 
only  be  allowed  to  have  fome 
houfes  and  magazines,  without 
being  moleiled  in  the  cutting 
or  in  the  carriage  of  the  log- 
wood out  of  the  territories  which 
have  always  been  acknowledged 
to  belong  to  Spain.  Not  only 
that  demolition  was  never  per- 
formed, but  the  fortifications 
have  been  even  augmented  ; 
and  there  is  now  artillery  and 
garrifons  in  them  :  fo  that  thofe 
plantations  have  been  converted 
both  into  a  military  government 
with  patents,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  that  court;  and  into  a 
permanent  colony  by  the  ufur- 
pation  of  foreign  territories,  and 
a  foj*mal  contravention  to  the 
treaties. 

"  Other  enterprizes  of  the  fame 
nature  have  been  made  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  thofe  extenfive 
coafts  ;  as  his  Excellency  will 
iind  related  in  the  papers  of  his 
fecretaryfaip ;  and  his  Excel- 
lency is  likewife  defired  to  take 
notice  of  the  artful  machina- 
tions made  ufe  of  by  the  Eng- 
lifh to  arm  the  Indians  againft 
the  Spaniards.  There  being  no 
poffibility  of  efiablifhing  a  folid 
and  fincere  friendlhip,  except 
redrefs  be  given  for  fuch  noto- 
rious grievances,  and  except 
they  be  prevented  to  happen  in 
future,  it  becomes  the  court  of 
London  to  compenfate  thofi?  in- 
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"  juries  according  to  the  didlates 
"  of  equity,  and  then  others  will 
"  be  laid  before  the  faid  court 
"  with  the  fame  freedom  :  thofe 
"  redre/Fes,  however,  once  grant- 
"  ed,  England  will  find  no  in- 
♦♦  fiances  of  better  difpofition  than 
**  thofe  harboured  in  the  heart  of 
"  our  auguft  Sovereign. 

•'  I  have  at  different  periods  ac- 
•'  quainted  your  Excellency  (as  I 
"  had  often  done  your  predeceflbr 
"  in  the  embalTy)  of  the  various 
"  infults  we  received  near  Lvuijia- 
"  na  ;  wherein  the  Englifh,  either 
"  inlligated  the  Indians,  our  al- 
•'  lies,  to  raife  a  rebellion  againfl 
'•  us,  and  to  fight  us  with  the 
"  arms  and  ammunition  they  had 
"  put  into  their  hands,  or  infulted 
"  the  Spanifh  plantations  and  fet- 
•*  tlements,  and  even  threatened 
"  to  attack  the  capital  towns,  with 
"  their  men  of  war,  under  the 
•'  molt  frivolous  pretences,  no 
"  way  excufable.  On  this  head, 
"  I  fhall  only  add,  that  extortions 
"  have  been  fo  continual,  that 
"  they  cry  loud  for  a  prompt  re- 
"  medy. 

"  Finally,  your  Excellency  is 
"  well  informed  of  all  the  infults 
*'  we  have  fuffered,  and  which  we 
"  never  deferved,  either  by  our 
"  part  or  prefent  condudl.  Con- 
"  fequently  your  Excellency  will 
"  expofe  our  rights  with  the 
"  greateft  cordiality  and  modera- 
*«  tion,  to  the  end  that  the  Eng- 
"  lifh  minillry  may  be  convinced 
"  of  the  reftitude  and  fincerity 
«'  ofourcondud,  and  of  the  ne- 
"  ceffity  of  fettling  at  once  our 
•*  differences,  and  of  regulating 
*'  our  claims  and  interefl ;  at  the 
*'  fame  time  flifling  whatever  may 
"  lead  to  any  future  difcord,  for 
«'  the  refpe£live  utility  of  both  na- 
tions. 
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'  tions,  npon  which  I  refer  to  the 
'  inilrudions  fent  to  your  Excel- 
'  iency.  A  fufficient  power  has 
'  already  been  invefled  in  your 
'  Excellency,   and  a  greater  one 

*  will  be  in;iver5,  ifneceffiiry,  the 
'  more  effeflually    to  confolidate 

<  the  frienalliip  of  the  two  courts ; 

<  which  important  point,  and 
'  that  of  a  general  peace,  are  the 

*  two  objects,  which  the  magna- 
'  nimous  heart  of  our  Sovereiga 
'  greatly  longs  after.  1  fuppofe, 
f  however,  that  your  Excellency 
'  will  not  forget,  that  we  can  do 
'  nothing  whatever  againil;  the  in- 
'  terelt  of  France,  whofe  friend- 
'  fliip  muR  always  be  one  of  our 
'  grcateH:  concerns." 

In  confequence  of  the  fafts  and 
tranfaiSlions  already  enumerated, 
the  world  will  be  convinced  of  the 
circumfpeftion,  fincerity,  and  at- 
tention, with  which  the  Catholic 
King  has  endeavoured  to  conclude 
a  peace  folidly  cemented,  and  to 
obtain  from  England  redrefs  for  an 
infinite  number  0/  infults.  The 
court  of  London,  moreover,  affefts 
now  to  compel  his  Majeily  to  take 
up  arms,  (a  part  he  has  already 
taken)  by  renewing  the  infults, 
without  any  appearance  of  offering 
redrefs, 

19.  The  propofitions  of  Eng- 
land, in  anfwer  to  the  di ("patches 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty  of  the  20th 
of  November,  1778,  were  not  re- 
ceived in  Madrid  before  the  13th 
of  January,  1779,  and  were  the 
refult  of  a  conference  held  the28;h 
of  December  lali,  between  the 
Marquis  of  Aimado^oar  7^x\^  ilie  Vif- 
connt  Weymouth. 

What  has  been  the  condud  of 
that  miniikr  in  this  occurrence, 
may  be  collefted  from  the  follow- 
ing exprellions   contained    in    the 
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difpatches,  defigned  as  an  anfwer, 
and  diredled  to  the  Marquis  o^  Al- 
mado^jctr,  on  the  20th  of  the  fame 
month  of  January  :  "  I  have  read 
to  the  King  (thofe  are  the  very 
words)  the  whole  difpatches  of 
your  Excellency,  as  well  as  the 
paper  delivered  to  him  by  Lord 
Weymouth ;  I  have  st  the  fame 
time  informed  his  Majel^y  of  the 
remarks  and  obfervations  that 
Lord  Grantham  has  communi- 
cated to  me,  relative  to  the  fame 
objeft.  This  ambaffador  has 
put  in  my  hands  another  paper 
fimilarto  that  which  your  Mi- 
nilter  of  State  has  forwarded  by 
your  Excellency  ;  neverthelefs,  I 
muft  fay  that,  neither  in  the  ex- 
plications of  Lord  Grantham, 
nor  in  the  difpatches  that  he  re- 
ceived from  his  court,  are  found 
the  fubftantial  and  fpecific  ex- 
prefiions,  which  have  been  made 
ufe  of  with  your  Excellency,  in 
order  to  induce  the  King  to  pro- 
pofe  a  method  of  an  accommo- 
dation. 

"  Notwithftanding  that,  I  ihall 
tell  to  your  Excellency  with 
freedom  and  exaclnefs,  the  re- 
fle(^tions  made  by  the  King,  the 
refolution  he  has  taken,  and  the 
conduft  your  Excellency  fliould 
keep  to  caufe  it  to  be  under- 
ftood,  and  get  an  anfwer,  and 
the  prefent  difpatches  will  ferve 
to  your  Excellency  as  inftruc- 
tions. 

"  His  Majelly  has  already  re- 
marked, that  the  court  of  Lon- 
don exprefles  itfelf  difierently  by 
word  of  mouth  to  what  it  does 
in  writing  ;  that  is  to  fay,  by 
word  of  mouth,  it  appears,  as  if 
that  court  wifhed  for  nothing 
more  eagerly,  than  to  hear  the 
convenient  and  honmirabie  tem- 
"  perament 
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"  peramcnt  his  Majsfty  has  found, 
"  in  order  to  accede  to  it  ;  and  in 
"  vyriting,  it  appears,  that  the 
"  Bri'dlh  Miniftry  perfirt  in  their 
"  former  ideas,  expreffing  only 
"  their  define  of  a  peace  by  gene- 
**  ral  proteilations." 

Sublequently  to  the  foregoing 
reflexions,  others  were  fet  down 
in  the  faid  difpatches  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Ahpadovar,  explaining 
feme  thoughts  that  occurred  to  his 
Majcily,  with  a  defire  of  falling 
iiito  a  prudent  and  honourable 
method  that  might  fiicilitate  the 
pacification.  The  fubllance  of 
thofe  ideas  was  confined  to  know, 
whether  it  might  be  expefted  that 
the  Englifli  Cabinet  would  confent 
to  a  long  continued  truce  between 
the  belligerent  powers  and  the  co- 
lonies, that  might  be  prudently 
combined,  to  preferve  the  dignity 
of  each  of  them,  and  confolidated 
with  various  precautions,  to  re- 
move any  fufpicion  of  a  new  rup- 
ture ;  for  which  purpofe  it  fhould 
be  referred  to  a  fubiequent  nego- 
ciation,  or  to  a  Congrefs,  to  be  held 
in  an  impartial  place,  under  the 
mediation  of  the  King,  for  the 
ftipujating  or  concluding  the  trea- 
ties that  might  take  place  between 
thofe  powers. 

7.O.  From  the  2Cth  January  of 
this  year,  when  an  extraordinary 
difpatch  was  forwarded  to  London, 
with  the  ideas  or  thoughts  of  the 
King,  as  recited  in  the  above 
number,  the  Englifh  Cabinet  de- 
ferred giving  any  anfwer  until  the 
i6th  March.  At  the  end  of  fo 
long  a  delay,  that  Court  came  to 
an  explication  in  a  difpatch  fent 
to  Lord  Grantham,  which  was  re- 
ceived in  Madrid  the  28th  of  the 
fame  month.  It  amounted  merely 
to  advert  at  large  on  the  reflec- 
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tlons  contained  in  that  of  the 
Court  of  Madrid  of  the  20th  Janu- 
ary ;  but  it  deferves  much  notice 
what  fort  of  fatisfadlion  Lord  Vif- 
count  Weymouth  gave,  relative  to 
the  diiierence  obierved  between 
his  manner  of  explaining  himfeif 
by  word  of  mouth  and  by  writing:. 
My  language  (thefe  are  the  words 
of  his  anlwer)  nvitb  the  Marquis 
d^ Almadoi;ar,  ficnving  from  my  ar~ 
dent  def.re  for  peace,  nvetit  too  far, 
and  luere  ^vantivg  171  exaBneJs,  if 
they  imported  a  dijpcfition  to  exchange 
the  Royal  Honour ,  and  manifef  rights 
for  a  decent  exterior,  and  plaiifhle 
tetnperafure.  If,  with  fuch  a  iinefTe, 
Minilters  recede  from  their  words, 
and  iatisfy  thofe  with  whom  they 
treat,  what  faith  or  fecurity  can 
be  put  in  the  explanations  of  a 
Court  made  folemnly  to  the  Am- 
baflador  of  a  powerful  King  ? 

Be  it  as  it  may  :  after  all  the 
obfervations  contained  in  the  fore- 
mentioned  Englifli  difpatch  of  the 
16th  March,  it  concluded  with  an 
appearance  which  flattered  the 
King  with  an  hope,  that  at  leaft 
a  pacification  would  be  efredled. 
Let  France  propcfe  (faid  the  Englifh 
Cabinet)  her  complaints,  pretenjtons, 
or  points  of  a^iy  kind  ivhate'vcr, 
and  an  adequate  anjtvcr  icill  be 
gin.>en  ;  or  let  there  be  a  truce  for  a 
certain  time  bet^jweett  Great  Britain 
and  France,  during  n^jhich  period 
the  pretenfions  of  ^  the  one  and  the 
other  tnay  be  adjujied  through  the 
good  D^ces  of  his  Catholic  Majejiy. 

Let  the  Colo7iies  (added  the  Eng- 
lifli Cabinet)  propofe  their  com- 
plaints, and  the  conditions  for 
their  fecurity  and  caution,  by 
which  may  be  re-eflablifhed  the 
continuance  and  authority  of  a 
lawful  government :  we  fliali  then 
fee  if  Wii  ca:i  come  to  a  direiH:  and 
inp.mediatc 
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immediate  agreement ;  or  if  they 
alfo  prefer  the  method  above- 
mentioned,  let  there  be  likcwife 
a  truce  made  with  North  Ame- 
rica, that  is,  a  real  truce,  and  ef- 
fedlive  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  ; 
during  which,  the  liberty  and  ef- 
fedts  of  all  forts  and  claffes  of  per- 
fons  may  be  re-eftablifhed  and  fe- 
cured,  and  all  violence  fufpended, 
on  one  fide  and  the  other,  againft 
the  refpedive  individuals,  and  the 
eftates  or  efFeds  they  poflefs.  In 
thefe  truces,  the  French  may  treat 
of  their  own  peculiar  matters, 
without  giving  the  umbrage, 
which  would  be  inevitable,  if  they 
mixed  in  the  negotiation  their 
own  particular  advantages  with 
the  fuppofed  interefts  of  thofe 
whom  France  affefts  to  call  her 
allies:  and  his  Britannic  Majefty 
may  eftablifii  the  government  of 
his  own  dominions,  without  the 
difagreeable  circumi'tance  of  re- 
ceiving the  conditions  relative 
thereto  from  the  hands  of  a  de- 
clared enemy. 

21.  It  appears  by  the  opening 
made  by  the  Court  of  London,  in 
the  difpatch  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  note,  for  the  purpofe  of 
eftablifhinga  truce  between  France 
and  the  Colonies,  that  it  contained 
no  difficulty,  except  the  referving 
for  a  feparate  treaty  the  pretenfions 
of  the  faid  Power,  and  thofe  of 
the  American  Provinces  aforefaid, 
fb  that  France  fiiould  not  inter- 
fere in  the  arrangement  of  their 
interefts  ; — at  leaft,  this  is  what 
any  perfon  of  fincerity  and  good 
faith  would  then  or  even  now  be- 
lieve, who  read,  or  now  reads  the 
explanations  of  the  Englifh  Cabi- 
net in  that  difpatch.  Under  this 
fuppofition,  we  ftiall  communicate, 
for  the  eye  of  the  impartial  public. 


the  ultimatum  of  the  propofitions 
made  by  the  Catholic  King  to 
the  two  Courts  of  Paris  and  Lon- 
don, he  having  taken  on  himfelf 
the  adjuftmentof  the  difputes  fub- 
fifting  with  the  American  provin- 
ces, and  confidering  there  was  not 
time  to  communicate  to  them,  or 
even  to  France,  this  his  refolution, 
and  whereof  advice  was  given  to 
the  faid  Courts  on  the  3d  of  April 
in  the  prefent  year  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
feven  days  after  the  having  re- 
ceived the  anfvver  of  the  Englifh 
Cabinet. 

"  If  thefe  openings  or  propo- 
"  fitions  (thus  literally  are  the 
*'  expreffions  of  the  ultimatum) 
"  had  come  immediately  after  the 
"  King  had  made-  his,  for  the 
"  forming  a  plan  of  reconcilia- 
"  tion,  many  difficulties  might 
"  already  have  been  removed  or 
**  adjufted  by  the  modifications 
"  which  it  m.ight  have  been  prac- 
"  ticable  to  have  negociated,  if 
"  reciprocal  good  faith  had  exift- 
"  ed,  and  a  confidence  to  con- 
"  elude  a  peace.  But  having 
"  loll  more  than  two  months  time, 
"  (without  mentioning  what  was 
**  negledled  before,  and  obferving 
*'  in  this  interval,  there  was  no 
"  need  of  ceflation  in  the  forming 
"  great  expedicions  or  prepara- 
"  tions)  fufpicions  inevitably  a- 
"  rofe,  that  the  drift  was  ta 
"  amufe  and  confume  the  remain- 
"  ing  months  of  the  campaign, 
**  and  to  continue  the  war  with 
"  vigour.  If  this  be  the  cafe, 
"  every  attempt  of  the  King  will 
"  be  ufelefs  towards  eftablifliing 
"  concord  between  the  bellige- 
'*  rent  powers.  Neverthelefs,  his 
"  Majefty,  to  give  the  laft  proof 
"  of  his  love  of  humanity,  and 
**  and  that  he  has  not  left  undone 
**  2ny 
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*'  any  thing  to  impede  and  put  a 
"  {top  to  the  calamities  of  war, 
"  has  commanded  that  the  fol- 
"  lowing  plan  be  propofed  to  the 
*'  two  Courts,  which  on  his  part 
*'  is  the  ultimatum  of  his  nego- 
*'  ciation. 

"  That  with   a  view  that  this 
"  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  may  re- 
*'  eftablifli  reciprocal  fecurity  and 
"  good    faith    between    the    two 
*'  Crowns,  there  fhall  be  a  gene- 
"  ral     difarming,      within      one 
*'  month,   in    all    the    European 
"  feas,    within  four,   in  thofe  of 
**  America,  and  within  eight,  or 
*'  one  year,  in  thofe  remote  parts 
*'  of  Africa  and  Afia.     That  in 
"  the  fpace  of  one  month,  a  place 
"  fhall  be    fixed   upon,  in  which 
"  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two 
**  Courts  fliall  meet  to  treat  on  a 
*'  definitive  adjuftment  of  peace, 
*'  regulate  the   refpeftive  reftitu- 
*'  tions  or  compenfations   necef- 
*'  fary,     in    confequence    of    the 
**  reprifals  that  have  been  made, 
*'  without  any  declaration  of  war, 
*'  and    to  fettle  fuch    matters  of 
"  complaint  or  pretenfion,   as  the 
*'  one   Crown    may  have   again  ft 
**  the  other  :    to  the  accomplifli- 
*'  ment  of  which   end,  the  King 
"  will    continue    his    mediation, 
*'  and  does  now,  for  the  holding 
*'  of  this  Congrefs,  make  an  offer 
*'  of  the  city  of  Madrid.     That 
"  a  like  fufpenfion   of  hoflilities 
"  fhall  be  feparately   granted  by 
*'  the  King  of^  Great  Britain  to  the 
*'   American    Colonies,      through 
*'  the  intercefTion   and  mediation 
*'  of    his     Cacholic    Majefty,     to 
**  whom  the  faid   Potentate  fhall 
"  promife  the  obfervance  thereof, 
*'  and  with   the  condition  that  it 
*'  fhall   not    be    broke,    without 


"  giving  to  his  Majefly  an  antici- 
"  pated  notice  of  one  year,  that 
"  he  may  communicate  it  to  the 
"  faid  American  provinces  ;  and 
"  that  there  be  ellablifhed  a  reci- 
"  procal  difarming  the  fame  as 
"  with  France,  in  the  fame  times 
"  and  places,  regulating  the  li- 
"  mits  that  fhall  not  be  pafTed  by 
"  the  one  or  the  other  party,  with 
"  refpeft  to  the  places  they  may 
*•'  refpedively  occupy  at  the  time 
"  of  ratifying  this  adjuflment. 

"  That  for  fettling  thefe  parti- 
"  culars,  and  others  relative  to 
"  the  firmneis  of  the  faid  fufpen- 
"  fion,  and  to  the  efFefts  it  may 
"  produce  while  it  fubfifts,  there 
"  fhall  come  to  Madrid  one  or 
•'  more  CommifTaries  or  Agents 
"  of  the  Colonies,  and  his  Britan- 
"  nic  Majeily  will  fend  his  under 
'•  the  like  mediation  of  the  King 
"  (if  they  fhould  be  in  need  of  it) 
*•  to  accord  or  agree  in  the  fore- 
*'  going,  and  that  in  the  mean 
"  lime  the  Colonies  fhall  be  treat- 
"  ed  as  independent  in  atting. 

"  Finally,  if  it  be  deiired  by 
"  all  or  any  of  the  belligerent 
**  powers,  or  by  the  aforefaid  Co- 
"  lonies,  the  forementioned  pow- 
"  ers  fhall,  jointly  with  Spain, 
*'  guarantee  the  treaties  or  agree- 
*'  ments  which  fhall  be  made:— • 
"  the  Catholic  King  now  makes 
"  an  offer  of  his  guarantee  to  the 
*•  faid  preliminaries." 

Whoever  compares  thefe  articles 
with  the  preceding  openings  made 
by  the  Court  of  London,  will  de- 
cide, if  there  can  be  imagined 
propofals  more  moderate,  or  more 
analogous  to  the  fyftem  laid  down 
by  the  Britifh  Cabinet. — Perhaps 
his  Catholic  Majefty  has  rather 
gone  too  far  in  the  moderation  to 
5  which 
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which  he  reduced  the  faid  propo- 
rtions, taking  on  himfelf  the  dif- 
ficult taflc  of  fecth'ng  the  difputes. 

22.  The  greateft  repugnance 
which  the  BritiQi  Cabinet  aifefted 
to  (lie w  to  the  ultimatum  and  pro- 
pofitions  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
refts  on  the  point  of  treating  the 
Colonies  as  Independent  in  ading 
during  the  interval  of  the  truce. 

To  what  has  been  already  faid, 
may  be  added,  what  was  affirmed 
in  all  the  public  papers  of  the 
month  of  February,  1778,  that 
Lord  North  had  on  the  17th  of 
the  faid  month,  propofed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  a  matter 
of  courfe,  "  That  the  Commif-r 
"  fioners,  then  appointed  by  the 
**  Court  of  London,  Ihould  treat 
*'  with  the  American  Deputies, 
*'  as  if  they  were  Plenipotentiaries 
*'  of  independent  States  ;  with 
**  provifo,  that  this  conceffion 
**  fhould  not  be  prejudicial  to  Great 
**  Britain,  if  in  the  courfe  of  the 
"  negociation  the  colonies  ihould 
"  refolve  to  defift  from  their  claim 
"  of independance." 

It  is  a  thing  very  extraordinary, 
and  even  ridiculous,  that  the 
Court  of  London  treats  the  Colo- 
nies as  independent,  not  only  in 
afting,  but  of  right,  during  this 
war,  and  that  it  Ihould  have  a  re- 
pugnance to  treat  them  as  fuch, 
only  in  adting  during  a  truce  or 
fufpenfion  of  hoftilitics.  The 
Convention  of  Saratoga  ;  the  re- 
puting General  Bargoyne,  as  a 
lawful  prifoner,  to  fufpend  his 
trial ;  the  exchange  and  liberating 
of  other  prifoners  made  from  the 
Colonies;  the  having  named  Com- 
miffioners  to  go  and  fupplicate  the 
Americans  at  their  own  doors  ; 
requeft  peace  of  them,  and  treat 
with  them  and  the  Congrefs ;  and 


finally,  by  a  thoufand  other  afts 
of  this  fort,  authorifed  by  the 
Court  of  London,  have  been,  and 
are  true  figns  of  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  :  and 
the  Englifh  nation  itfelf  may  judge 
and  decide,  whether  all  thofe  a6ts 
are  fo  compatible  with  the  deco- 
rum of  the  Britilh  crown,  as  would 
be  the  granting  to  the  Colonies, 
at  the  intercelTion  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities, 
adjuft  their  diflerences,  and  treat 
them  in  this  interval  as  indepen- 
dent States. 

23.    It  mull  appear  incredible, 
after  having   confidered  the  pre- 
ceding articles,   that  the  Court  of 
London  fhould  refufe  to  accept  of 
the  propofitions  of  the  ultimatum 
of  that  of  Madrid,  although  with 
fome  explanations   that  it  might 
think  neceifary  ;   but  that  Court 
not   only   rejeded   them,     in    its 
anfvver   given    the   4th   of    May, 
after  various  pretexts   for   delay, 
but  put  forth  indiredt  and  drained 
interpretations    of     the    propofals 
that  were   then  made,  having  the 
effrontery  to  fay,  that  •'  the  drift 
"  of  Spain  was  to  form,  from  the 
"  pretenfions  of  the  Colonies  to 
"  independence,     one     common 
"  caufe     with    them    and     with 
"  France."  — The  Britifh  Cabi- 
net     concluding,      with     faying, 
"  That  if  the  conditions   which 
^'  the    Court    of    Verfailles    had 
"  communicated  to  his  Catholic 
"  Majelly,  did  not  prefent  a  bet- 
"  ter    afpedl     than    this    for   the 
"  treaty,  or  did  not  offer  lefs  im- 
"^  perious  and  unequal  terms,  the 
*'  King  of  Great    Britain   would 
*'  only  have   to  lament,    that  he 
"  found     the     hopes    fruftrated, 
"  which  he  had  always  conceived 
"  of   the    happy    reiteration    of 
*'  peace. 
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*'  peace,  as  well   for  his  fubjefts 
**  as  the  world  in  general." 

If  this  is  not  a  want  of  refpe£l 
to  the  mediating  King,  a  real  pro- 
vocation,   and   evident  in    confe- 
quence,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find 
expreflioHs    more   adapted   for    it. 
Neither  did   his  Catholic  Majefty 
make  a  common  caufe  with  France 
and   the  Colonies  in   his  lad  pro- 
pofals,     nor    were    they    made   to 
France,  to  whom  they  were   not, 
nor  could  not,  for  want  of  time, 
be    communicated,     before     they 
were  tranfmitted  to  the  Court  of 
London  ;    fo  that  the  whole  appa- 
ratus of  thofe  haughty  expreflions 
of  the    Englifh    Miniftry  amount 
merely  to  fay,  that  in  fpite  of  the 
overture  made   by    th'-mfelves   on 
the  i6th  of  March,  they  preferred 
war  to  peace,   or  treating  with  ihe 
fore-mentioned    mediator,    whom 
they  provokingly  infulted,  treating 
him   as  partial,  leagued  with  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  imperi- 
012S,  and  inconfiilent. 

In  aggravation  to  all  the  fore- 
going, at  the  fame  time  the  Bri- 
tilh  Cabinet  anfwered  the  King  of 
Spain  in  the  terms  already  men- 
■tioned,  they  were  infinuating  them- 
felves  at  the  Court  of  France,  by 
means  of  fecret  emifiaries,  and 
making  very  great  offers  to  her 
to  abandon  the  Colonies,  and 
make  peace  with  England.  But 
there  is  yet  more :  at  the  very 
feme  time,  the  Engliih  Miniftry 
were  treating,  by  means  of  ano- 
-ther  certain  emifiary,  with  Dr. 
Franklin,  Miniiler  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Colonies,  refiding  at  Pa- 
ris, to  whom  they  made  various 
propofals  to  difunite  them  from 
France,  and  to  accommodate  mat- 
ters with  England,  on  conditions 
almoll  identically  the  fame  as  thofe 
Vol.  XXII, 
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which  they  had  reje£led  or  fpurn- 
ed  at,  as  coming  from  his  Catho- 
lic Majefty,  but  in  faft  with  offers 
much  more  favourable  to  the  faid 
Colonies.  The  faid  treaty  went 
fo  far  as  to  be  extended  in  formed 
articles,  with  various  explanations ; 
and  was  carried  on  under  the  au- 
thority of  one  of  the  principal 
EngliJh  Minifters.  Of  all  this, 
and  much  more,  it  v/ould  be  eafy 
to  inform  the  public,  by  true  and 
formal  copies,  if  it  were  neceffary, 
or  that  this  implacable  enemy 
hereafter  obliges  it  to  be  done, 
and  who  has  always  been  treated 
by  Spain  with  the  greatefl  mode- 
ration. 

24.  The  tiue  intentions  of  the 
Court  of  London  being  clearly 
difcovered,  the  Catholic  King 
could  not  longer  withhold  the  put- 
ting in  full  force  the  treaties  con- 
cluded with  France.  From,  what 
has  been  obferved  in  the  preced- 
ing note,  it  evidently  follo-ws,  that 
the  whole  of  the  EHgliih  policy 
was  to  difunite  the  two  Courts  of 
Paris  and  Madrid,  by  means  of 
the  fuggeiliions  and  offers  Ihe  fepa- 
rately  made  to  them ;  alfo  to  fepa- 
rate  the  Colonies  from  their  trea- 
ties and  engagerrients  entered  into 
v/ith  France,  induce  them  to  arm 
againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
or,  more  probably,  to  opprefs 
them,  when-  they  found  (frocn 
breaking  their  engagements)  they 
ftood  alone  and  without  proceftors 
or  guarantees  for  the  treaties  they 
might  enter  into  with  the  Britifh 
Miniftry.  This,  therefore,  is  the 
net  they  laid  for  the  Americaa 
States;  that  is  tofay,  to  temp:  them 
v/ith  flattering  and  very  magnifi- 
cent promifes  to  come  to  an  ac- 
commodation with  them,  exdu-^ 
five  of  any  intervention  of  Spaiu 
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or  France  ;  that  the  Britifh  Mi- 
riftry  might  always  remain  the  ar- 
bitrators of  the  fate  of  the  faid 
Colonies,  in  the  point  of  fulfilling 
any  treaties  or  agreements  they 
might  make.  But  the  Catholic 
King,  faithful,  on  the  one  part, 
to  the  engagements  which  bind 
him  to  the  Moll  Chrillian  King, 
his  nephew;  juft  and  upright,  on 
the  other,  to  his  own  fubjefts, 
whom  he  ought  to  protedl:  and 
guard  againft  fo  many  infults  ; 
and  finally,  full  of  humanity  and 
compaffion  for  the  Americans  and 
other  individuals  who  fufter  from 
the  calamities  of  the  prefent  war, 
he  is  determined  to  purfue  and 
profecute  it,  and  to  make  all  the 
efforts  in  his  power,  until  he  can 
obtain  a  folid  and  permanent 
peace,  with  full  and  fatisfaftory 
fccurities  that  it  fhall  be  obferved. 
25.  To  attain,  as  befpre-men- 
tioned,  the  much-defired  end  of  a 
fecure  peace,  it  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  curtail  and  deflroy  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  and  maxims 
of  the  Englidi  maritime  power  ; 
to  the  attainment  of  which,  all 
other  maritime  powers,  and  even 
all  nations  in  general,  are  become 
much  interefted.  The  Catholic 
King,  for  his  part,  has  done  aH 
he  poffibly  could,  that  the  infults 
founded  in  fuch  proceedings  and 
maxims  fliould  be  put  an  end  to, 
but  this  he  has  not  been  able  to 
effed  by  amicable  means.  On  the 
contrary,  injuries  have  been  re- 
peatedly continued,  as  has  been 
reprefented  in  the  negociation  fet 
on  foot  with  England  by  the  me- 
diation of  the  faid  monarch.  The 
Court  of  London  has  become  for- 
getful, in  thefe  later  times,  that 
fhe  fhould  have  adjufted  and  fet- 
tled her  differences  with  Spain  ac- 
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cording  to  agreement.  In  the 
fame  month  of  May,  in  which 
this  negociation  was  put  an  end 
to,  there  came  advices  of  the  vio- 
lences committed  by  Englilh  Ihips 
and  their  crews  in  the  river  Saint 
John,  and  Bay  of  Honduras,  (of 
which  mention  has  been  made  in 
note  the  firft)  and  it  was  known 
alfo,  with  great  probability,  that 
the  Englifh  Cabinet  had  given 
anticipated  orders  for  the  invafion 
of  the  Phillipine  Iflands.  Frons 
fuch  deeds,  as  well  as  from  the 
foregoing,  the  impartial  and  can- 
did world  will  be  enabled  to  do 
jullice  in  this  famous  controverfy, 
and  decide  whether  the  declaration 
prefented  by  the  Marquis  of  Al- 
madovar,  the  i6th  June  laft,  is 
founded  in  reafon  and  truth.  In 
the  mean  while  it  ftiould  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  Court  of  London, 
on  the  1 8th  of  faid  month,  iffued 
orders  for  commencing  and  com- 
mitting hoililities,  and  making 
reprifals  againft  Spain,  who  did 
not  iffue  fimilar  orders  till  after 
fhe  had  received  advice  thereof. 


Copy  of  the  Answer  tranfmitted  to 
the  Marquis  ^'Almadovar  by  Lord 
Vifcount  Weymouth,  dated  the 
\lthof]\x\y,   1779. 

THE  Marquis  d'A^madovar, 
late  Ambaffador  of  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty  at  this  Court,  on  his 
fudden  departure,  left  with  Vif- 
count Weymouth,  Secretary  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  founded  on  a  detail 
of  motives  to  juftify  fo  violent  a 
ftep. — In  this  detail  Spain  affefls 
to  complain  in  general  of  the  lit- 
tle defire  the  King  fhewed  towards 
the  prefervaiion  of  peace,  and,  in 
particular^, 
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particular,  againft  the  difrefpe£b- 
ful  treatment  of  the  Spanifti  flag, 
and  the  violation  of  the  tei-J-itory 
belonging  to  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

As  nothing  could  be  more  dif- 
tant  from  the  King's  intention 
than  to  break  the  friendfhip  fub- 
fifting  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  it  is  by  order  of  his  Ma- 
jefty, that  the  faid  Vifcount  Wey- 
mouth offers  fuch  a  ftate  of  the 
matters  fet  forth  in  the  faid  De- 
claration, as,  he  doubts  not,  muft 
fhew  the  fincerity  with  which  his 
Majefty  hath  endeavoured  to  main- 
tain the  general  tranquillityj 

The  little  defire  for  peace,  as 
fuppofed  on  the  part  of  the  King, 
is  deducible  from  the  cpndu£l  at- 
tributed to  Great  Britain  during 
the  iaft  negociation  :  after  the 
proftffions  of  the  impartiality  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty;  his  offers  of 
mediation  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  after  the  accep- 
tance of  the  fame^  the  Declaration 
affirms, — *  That  every  ftep  had 
been  taken  neceffary  to  produce 
the  beft  effefts,  in  order  to  pre- 
pare the  two  powers  towards  an 
accommodation  equally  honourable 
to  both  parties  j  that  to  this  end 
wife  expedients  had  been  propof- 
ed  ;  but  notwithftanding  thefe 
terms  were  conformable  to  fuch  as 
the  Court  of  London,  at  other 
times,  judged  proper  and  condu- 
cive to  an  accommodation,  they 
were,  however,  rejedted  in  a  man- 
ner that  proves  too  well  the  reluc- 
tance on  the  part  of  the  Britifti  Ca- 
binet to  reftore  peace  to  Europe, 
and  to  preferve  the  friendfhip  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty.' 

The  conditions  offereid  by  France 
were,  to  the  higheft  degree,  inju- 
rious and  inadmiffible  ;  the  King 
*xprefsly  declared,  that  he  confii- 


dered  them  as  fuch ;  nothing  caa 
be  more  evident  than  that  the  ex- 
pedients offered  by  Spain  inevit- 
ably tended  to  enforce  thefe  very 
injurious  conditions,  but  juft  be- 
fore declared  as  inadmifilble. 

The  pernicious  confeqiiences  of 
the  propofed  expedients  had  beea 
explained  to  the  Court  of  Spain, 
by  order  of  the  King,  and  that 
they  were  in  the  moft  amiicable 
manner  exprefsly  rejefted.  Had 
it  been  otherwife,  there  could  be 
no  reafon  for  an  ultimatum  :  yet 
it  is  not  without  aftoniftiment, 
that,  after  the  firft  anfwer,  the 
King  received  the  ultimatum  from 
the  Court  of  Spain,  not  only  con- 
taining the  very  fame  offers  thus 
rejedted,  but  announced  with 
fcarce  any  difference  in  point  of 
form. 

The  Declaration  further  fays^ 
'  That,  on  the  28th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  Court  of  Spain  had  noti- 
fied to  the  belligerent  powers,  that 
in  cafe  the  negociation  did  fuc- 
ceed,  fhe  would  then  determine 
how  to  aft.' — If  the  open  part  the 
Court  of  Spain  now  takes,  be 
THAT  ftie  fecretly  intended  at 
that  time,  it  would  have  been 
more  conliftent  with  her  dignity 
thKn  to  avow  itj  and  range  her- 
felf  openly  under  the  banners  of 
France. 

Inftead  of  fuch  a  conduft,  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  affefting  imparl 
tiality,  hath  offered  to  mediate^ 
bat  not  to  diftate  the  terms  of 
peace,  promifing  to  communicate 
to  each  Court  the  conditions 
claimed  by  either,  that  fo  they 
might  be  modified^  explatined>  or 
rejeded.  When  the  propofala 
made  by  France  were  rejefted,  and 
the  Declaration  made  to  Spain  to 
ceafe  her  mediation,  fince  her  en- 
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deavours  did  not  fucceed,  it  was 
accompanied  with  afTu ranees,  that 
ttie  fricndfliip   fubfifiing  between 
the  two  nations  fhould  not  be  in" 
terrupted. 

How  far  this  is  true,  appears" 
from  the  adual  Declaration,  an- 
nouncing hoftilities  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  without  venturing  to  ftate 
the  non-acceplance  of  the  terms 
as  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  war  : 
but  lliould  it  be  otherwife  infvnu- 
ated,  it  will  fuVnifli  his  Majefty 
with  an  additional  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  the  injaftice  and  arrogance 
of  fuch  a  pretenfion. 

The  previous  caufes  which  the 
Court  of  Spain  hath  thought  pro- 
per to  urge,  are,  the  infalts  againft 
fserl^ag,  and  ths  violatior!  on  her 
territory.  '  As  to  the  firft,  thefe 
are  the  terms  of  her  memoriai  : 
*  Prizes  have  been  made;  veifels 
.  have  been  fearched  and  plundered  ; 
many  have  been  fired  upon  who 
were  forced  to  defend  themfelves ; 
the  regifters  and  packets  belonging 
to  the  Court,  and  found  on  board 
his  Catholic  MajefU's  packet- 
boats,  have  been  opened,  and  torn 
to  pieces.' 

All  forts  of  American  vefTels 
have  been  received  in  the  ports 
of  Spain  ;  they  have  been  furnifli- 
ed  with  falfe  documents,  and  fuf- 
fered  to  carry  Spanifh  colours  } 
their  privateers  have  plundered 
all  nations  without  diftinction, 
and  fuch  has  been  the  induftry  of 
the  Spanifti  Miniflry  in  order  to 
enhance  the  number  of  grievances, 
that  thefe  depredations  were  by 
them  reprefented  as  injuries  com- 
mitted by  Great  Britain.  Thefe 
complaints,  which  do  not  exceed 
the  number  of  twenty- four,  fel- 
dom  fpecify  the  author  of  the  fup- 
pofed  infult,  and  thofe  which  did 
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were  frequently  ill-founded,  and 
in  general  frivolous  ;  however,  it 
is  granted  that  the  anfwei-s  were 
amicable.  The  King  thought  it 
worthy  of  himfelf  not  only  to  ufe 
every  precaution  nrceffary  to  pre- 
vent diforders  which  might  offend 
neutral  powers,  but  alfo  to  exert 
every  effort  to  punifli  the  authors, 
and  repair  the  lofs  of  the  fufferers. 
Such  hath  been  his  conduft  at  all 
times  when  poffible  to  difcover  and 
conviA  the  guilty. — Among  the 
vafl;  operations,  fuch  as  in  the  pre- 
fent  war,  it  is  not  furprifing  that 
fome  irregularities  have  happened; 
but  when  fuch  cafes  were  proved, 
reftitution  was  made  with  ample 
damages,  and  all  charges  paid. 

It  has  been  advanced,  *  That  his 
Catholic  Majefly  formally  declared 
to  the  Court  of  London,  ever  fince 
France  commenced  hoftilities,  that 
the  Court  of  Madrid  would  regu- 
late her  conduft  by  that  of  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain.' — Never- 
thelefs  thirteen  Englifh  vefTels  have 
been  feized,  on  what  pretence,  or 
by  whofe  order,  we  are  ftill  to 
learn,  although  his  Majefty  order- 
ed fuch  repreientations  to  be  made, 
as  are  ufual  on  the  like  occafions, 
between  nations  in  a  ftate  of  ami- 
ty ;  which  his  Majefly  did,  not 
attributing  thefe  feizures  to  a  per- 
fidious and  inimical  defign,  until 
the  conduct  of  the  Court  of  Spain 
has  been  belter  explained  by  the 
prefent  Declaration. 

The  pretended  violation  of  the 
Spanifh  territory  may  be  reduced 
to  four  heads. 

In  the  firft  place  it  is  faid, 
*  That  the  dominions  in  America, 
belonging  to  the  Court  of  Spain, 
have  been  threatened,'  without 
fpecifying  time,  place,  or  circum- 
ftance. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,   the  memorial   men- 
tions,   '  'I'hat  the   Indians   have 
been  fet  againft  the  innocent  inha- 
bitants of  Louifiana,  who  muft  have 
fallen   vidims   to  their  fury,   had 
not  even   the  Chadaws  repented, 
and  revealed  the  confpiracy.' — It 
is  well  known  that  the  Governor 
of  New   Orleans  tried  to   feduce 
tfee  Chaftaws,  and  that  he  receiv- 
ed  with   open   arms  thofe  tribes, 
which  committed  devallations   in 
the   Englifh  Weftern  fettlements. 
Thefe  tribes  returned,   but  were 
not  fet  againft  the  Spanifh  terri- 
tory ;  it  was  never  attempted,  nor 
was  fuch  an  idea  ever  entertained. 
The  Declaration  afferts,  '  That 
a  formal  reprsfentation  was  made 
to  the  Court  of  London  concern- 
ing thefe  different  grievances,  and 
feeing  tlie  equivocal  expreflions  on 
the    two    preceding    points,    fuch 
remon  (trances    were     particularly 
neceffary  towards  the  ftrift  obfer- 
vance  of  th«  good  faith  between 
two  nations  at  peace-' — It  is  not 
true   that  the  leaft  reprefentation 
was  ever  made  on  eithex  of  the 
two  preceding  articles,  to  which 
the   moft   ample   and   fatisfadory 
anfwers  might  have  been  given. 

Thirdly,  they  pretend,  *  That 
the  fovereignty  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  in  the  province  of  Da- 
rien,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Saint 
Bias,  hadi  been  ufurped,  the  go- 
vernment of  Jamaica  having  ap- 
pointed an  Indian  to  the  rank  of 
General  over  thofe  provinces  ;  ' 
— On  this  fubjeft,  inftru£tions 
were  difpatched,  bearing  date  the 
28th  of  April  laft,  as  is  ufual  be- 
tween nations  in  friendfhip ;  no 
advices  being  received  from  Ja- 
maica on  this  matter,  frefh  orders 
were  fent  for  a  full  explanation. 
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but  in  point  of*  time  no  anfwer 
could  yet  be  expedled. 

Fourthly,   *  That  the  territory 
in  the  Bay  of  Honduras  has  been 
nfurped,    ads    of  hoftilities   com- 
mitted, the  Spaniards  imprifoned, 
and   their  houfes    plundered  ;     as 
alfo  that  England  had  neglcded 
to- fulfil  the  Hipulated  article  rela- 
tive to  this  coaft,"  agreeable  to  the 
17th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris.* 
— With  regard  to  the  Englifh  fub- 
jefts  frequenting  the  Bay  of  Hon- 
duras, that,  matter  had  been  regu.- 
lated  according   to  the    aforefaid 
article,   and  finally  adjufted  with 
the  Court    of  Spain   in   the  year 
1764.       Since   which   period    no 
complaint  having  been   made  on 
either  fide,  this  Court  is  ftill  igno- 
rant whether  the  leaft  caufe  ever 
exifted.  —  Surely   this   cannot    be 
included    among    the    pretended 
grievances  which  the  Declaration 
fuppofes,  as  having  been  duly  re- 
prefented    either    to    the   Englilh 
Court,  or  to  her  Ambaffador  at  the 
Court  of  Madrid, 

Such  are  the  motives  alledged 
by  the  Court  of  Spain  in  the  name 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  as  a  jufti- 
fication  before  God  and  the  world, 
for  commencing  hoftilities  againft 
Great  Britain.    The  King  appeals 
to  the  adual  ftate  of  affairs,  being 
the  fame  as  that  which  fubfifted 
fince   the   conclufion    of  the    laft 
treaty,  as  a  full  proof  that  no  at- 
tempt was  ever  made  on  his  part 
to  infringe  this  treaty. — He   ap- 
peals to  his  uniform  condud  ever 
fince  this  epoch,    to   furnifti   ftill 
ftronger  proofs   that  he  hath  eni- 
deavoured    to  preferve    the    fame 
with   all    the   affiduity  and   care, 
which    the  interefts  of  humanity 
and  the  happinefs.of  his  fubjeds 
[^  /]  3  required. 
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required. — Ultimately,  he  appeals 
to  the  conduft  of  his  enemies,  and 
in  particular  to  the  aforefaid  De- 
claration from  the  Court  of  Spain, 
^s  the  laft  proof  of  the  neceffity  he 
is  under  to  defend  the  rights  of 
his  Crown  and  people,  again  ft  a 
determined  projeft  to  invade  the 
fame  ;  a  proje£l  wherein  the  Court 
pf  Spain  at  length  openly  joins, 
without  the  leaft  reafon  to  colour 
fuch  a  proceeding. 


4  Manifesto  puhUJhed at  Paris, 
dijplaying  the  Metises  and  ConduSi 
of  his  Mojl  Chrijlian  Majejiy  tQ- 
awards  England, 

Translatiok, 

WflEN  the  Sovereign  Dif- 
pofer  of  events  called  his 
Majefty  to  the  throne,  France  en- 
joyed the  moft  profound  peace. 
The  firft  concern  of  his  Majefty 
was  to  fignify  to  all  the  powers 
cf  Europe,  his  fincere  defire, 
that  the  bleffings  of  peace  might 
be  perpetuated  to  his  kingdom. 
This  gracious  difpofition  of  his 
Majefty  was  generally  applaud- 
ed ;  the  King  of  England  in  par- 
ticular teftified  his  fatisfafttion, 
and  gave  his  Majefty  the  moft 
fxpreffive  affurances  of  fincere 
friendftiip.  Such  a  reciprocity  of 
fentiment  juftified  his  Majefty  in 
believing,  that  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don was  at  laft  difpofed  to  adopt  a 
mode  of  conduft  more  equitable 
and  friendly,  than  that  which  had 
been  adopted  fince  the  conclufion 
pf  the  peace  of  1763,  and  that  a 
final  ftop  would  be  put  to  thofe 
various  adls  of  tyranny,  which  hig 
fubjefts  had  in  every  quarter  of 
^he  globe  experienced  on  the  part 
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of  England,  from  the  sera  abovs 
mentioned,  His  Majefty  perfuad- 
ed  himfelf  that  he  could  ftill  place 
the  greater  reliance  on  the  King 
of  England's  proteftations,  as  the 
primordial  feed  of  the  American 
revolution  began  to  unfold  itfelf 
in  a  manner  highly  alarming  to 
the  intereft  of  Great  Britain. 

But,  the  Court  of  London, 
vainly  imputing  that  to  fear  or 
feeblenefs,  which  was  only  the 
natural  efi^eft  of  his  Majefty's  pa- 
cific difpofition,  ftriftly  adhered  to 
her  cuftomary  fyftem,  and  conti- 
nued every  harraffing  aft  of  vio- 
lence againft  the  commerce  and 
fhe  navigation  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjefts.  His  Majefty  reprefented 
thefe  outrages  to  the  King  of 
England  with  the  utmoft  candourj, 
and  judging  of  his  fentiments  by 
his  own,  his  Majefty  had  the 
greateft  confidence,  that  the  grie- 
vances would  be  no  fooner  made 
known  to  the  King  of  England, 
than  he  would  redrefs  them.  Nay, 
further,  his  Majefty  being  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  the  em- 
barrafi"ment  which  the  affairs  of 
North  America  had  occafioned  the 
Court  of  London,  charitably  for- 
bore to  increafe  that  embarraff- 
ment,  by  infifting  too  haftily  on 
thofe  reparations  of  injuries,  which 
the  Englifti  Minifters  had  never 
ceafed  to  promife,  nor  ever  failed 
to  evade. 

Such  was  the  pofition  of  affairs 
between  the  two  Courts,  when  the 
meafures  of  the  Court  of  London 
compelled  the  Englifh  colonifts  to 
have  recourfe  to  arms  to  preferve 
their  rights,  their  privileges,  and 
;heir  liberty.  The  whole  world 
knows  the  aera  when  this  brilliant 
event  (hone  forth  ;  the  multiplied 
and  unfuccefsful  efforts  made  by 
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tfse  Americans  to  be  reinftated  in 
the  bofom  of  their  mother  coun- 
try ;  the  difdainful  manner  in 
which  they  were  fpurned  by  Eng- 
land ;  and  finally,  the  aSt  ofiK- 
■dependence,  which  was  at  length, 
and  could  not  but  have  been  the 
neceflary  refuk  of  this  treatment. 

The  war  in  which  the  United 
States  of  North  America  found 
thcmfelves  involved,  with  regard 
to  England,  neceiTarily  compelled 
them  to  explore  the  means  of 
■forming  con neS-ions  with  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  and  of  opening 
a  direft  commerce  with  them. 
His  Majefty  woul^l  have  negleded 
the  molt  elTential  interells  of  his 
kingdom,  were  he  to  have  refufed 
the  Americans  admiffion  into  his 
ports,  or  that  participation  of 
<ommercial  advantages  which  is 
€njoyed  by  every  other  nation. 

This  conduft,  fo  much  the  re- 
fuk of  juftice  and  ofwifdom,  was 
adopted  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
■the  commercial  ftates  of  Europe  ; 
yec  it  gave  occailon  to  the  Court 
■of  London,  to  prefer  her  repre- 
fentations,  and  give  vent  to  all 
'the  bitternefs  of  complaint.  She 
imagined,  no  doubt,  that  frie  had 
•but  to  employ  her  ufual  ftyle  of 
.Maughtinefs  and  ambition,  to  ob- 
■tain  of  France  an  unbounded  de- 
ference to  her  wilL  But,  to  ths 
jnofl:  unreafonable  propoficions,  and 
the  mofl  intemperate  meafures, 
his  Majefty  oppofed  nothing  but 
the  calmnefs  of  juftice,  and  the 
moderation  of  reafon.  His  Ma- 
jefty gave  the  King  of  England 
plainly  to  underftand,  that  he 
jieither  was,  nor  did  he  pretend 
to  be,  a  judge  of  the  difputes  with 
his  colonies  ;  much  lei's  would  it 
become  his  Majefty  to  avenge  his 
quarrel :  that  in  confer^uence  his 


Majefty  was  under  no  obligation 
to  treat  the  Americans  as  rebels  ; 
to  exclude  them  from  his  ports, 
and  to  prohibit  them  from  all  com- 
mercial intercourfe  with  his  fub- 
jefts.  Notwithftanding,  his  Ma- 
jefty was  v^ery  ready  to  ftiackle,  as 
much  as  depended  on  him,  the 
exportation  of  arms  and  military 
fiores  ;  and  gave  the  moft  pofitive 
afl'urance,  not  only  that  he  would 
not  protedl  this  fpecies  of  com- 
merce, but  that  he  would  alfo  al- 
low England  free  permiflion  to 
ftop  thafe  of  his  fubjeds  who 
ftiould  be  detefled  in  carrying  on 
fuch  illicit  traffic,  obferving  only 
the  faith  of  treaties,  and  tJie  laws 
and  the  ufages  of  the  fea.  His 
Majefty  went  ftill  further  :  he  was 
fcrupuloufly  exaft  in  obferving 
every  commercial  ftipulation  in 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  although  it 
was  daily  violated  by  the  Court  of 
London,  and  England,  at  the  very 
time,  had  refufed  to  ratify  it  in. 
all  its  parts.  As  a  confequence 
of  the  amicable  part  thus  taken  by 
his  Majefty,  he  interdidled  the 
American  privateers  from  arming 
in  his  ports  ;  he  would  rieither 
fufFer  them  to  fell  their  prizes, 
nor  to  remain  one  moment  longer 
in  the  ports  of  France,  than  was 
confiftent  with  the  ftipulations  of 
the  above  treaty.  His  Majefty 
ftridiy  enjoined  his  fubje£ls  not  to 
purchafe  fuch  prizes ;  and  in  cafe 
of  difobedience  they  were  threa- 
tened with  coniifcation.  Thefe 
afts,  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty, 
had  the  defired  effeft.  But  all 
thefe  ads,  diftingulfned  as  well  by 
their  condefccriiion,  as  by  their 
ftridl  adherefice  to  the  fpirit  and 
letter  of  a  treaty,  which  his  Ma- 
jefty, (had  he  been  fo  difpofed) 
might  have  confidercd  as  non- 
[B  ^]  4  exifting  ; 
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exiftlng.;  all  thefe  ads  were  far 
from  fatisfying  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don, That  Court  afFefted  to  con- 
fider  his  Majefty  as  refponfible  for 
all  tranforellions,  although  the 
King  of  England,  notwithftanding 
a  folenin  aft  of  parliament,  could 
not  himfelf  prevent  his  own  mer- 
chants from  furnifliing  the  North 
American  colonies  with  merchan- 
dize and  even  military  ftores. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  the 
refufal  of  yielding  to  the  afiuming 
demands,  and  arbitrary  preten- 
tions of  England,  would  mortify 
the  felf-fufficiency  of  that  Power, 
and  revive  its  ancient  animofity  to 
France.  She  was  the  more  irri- 
tated from  her  having  begun  to 
experience  fome  checks  in  Ame- 
rica, which  prognofticated  to  her 
the  irrevocable  feparation  of  her 
colonies ;  and  from  forefeeing  the 
inevitable  calamities  and  loffes 
following  fuch  a  feparation  ;  and 
obferving  France  profiting  by  that 
commerce,  which  Ihe,  with  an  in- 
conliderate  hand,  had  thrown 
away,  and  adopting  every  means 
to  render  her  flag  rcfpectable. 

Thefe  are  the  combined  caufes 
which  haveincreafed  the  defpair  of 
the  Court  of  London,  and  have 
led  her  to  cover  the  feas  with  her 
privateers,  furnilTied  with  letters 
of  marque  conceived  in  the  mod 
ofFenfive  terms ^  to  violate  without 
fcruple  the  faith  of  treaties,  to 
harrafs,  under  the  moft  frivolous 
and  abfufd  pretences,  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  his  Majelty's 
fubjefts  ;  to  alTume  to  herfelf  a 
tyrannical  empire  of  the  fea  ;  to 
prefcribe  unknown  and  inadmif- 
fible  laws  and  regulations  ;  to  in- 
fuit  on  many  occafions  his  Ma- 
jcily's  flag  ;  in  ftiort,  to  infringe 
on  his  territories,  as  well  in  Eu- 


rope as  in  America,  in  the  moft 
marked  and  charafteriftic  ftyle  of 
infult. 

If  his  Majefty  had  been  lefs  at- 
tentive to  the  facred  rights  of  hu- 
manity ;  if  he  had  been  more  pro- 
digal of  the  blood  of  his-.-.fubje£ls : 
in  fhort,  if,  inftcad  of  following 
the  benevolent  impulfe  of  his  na- 
ture, he  had  fought  to  avenge 
wounded  honour,  he  could  not 
have  hefitated  a  moment  to  make 
ufe  of  reprifals,  and  to  repel  thofe 
infults  which  had  been  offered  to 
his  dignity,  by  the  force  of  his 
arms.  But  his  Majefty  ftifled  evea 
his  juft  refentments.  He  was  de- 
firous  that  the  meafure  of  his 
goodnefs  might  overflow,  becaufe 
he  ftill  retained  fuch  an  opinion 
of  his  enemies  as  to  expedt,  they 
would  yield  that  to  moderation 
and  amicable  adjuftment  on  his 
part,  which  their  own  interefts  re- 
quired of  them. 

It  was  thefe  confiderations  which 
moved  his  Majefty  to  detail  the 
whole  of  his  complaints  to  the 
Court  of  London.  This  detail 
was  accompanied  with  the  moft  fe- 
rious  reprefentations,  his  Majefty 
being  defirous  that  the  King  of 
England  fliould  not  be  left  in  any 
uncertainty,  as  to  his  M;-}?fty's 
aftual  determination  to  maintain 
his  own  dignity  inviolate  ;  to  pro- 
tedt  the  rights  and  interefts  of  his 
fubjedls  ;  and  to  render  his  flag 
refpeftable.  But  the  Court  of 
London  affefted  to  obferve  an  of- 
fenflve  filence  on  every  grievance 
reprefented  by  his  Majefty's  Am- 
bafl!ador;  and  when  it  was  deter- 
mined to  vouchfafe  an  anfwer,  it 
was  an  eafy  matter  to  deny  the 
beft  authenticated  fafts  ;  to  ad- 
vance principles  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  to  pofuive  treaties, 

to 
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to  marine  ufage;  and  to  encourage 
judgments  without  juliice,  and 
confifcations  without  mercy,  not 
leaving  the  injured  even  the  means 
of  appeal.  At  the  fame  time  that 
the  Court  of  London  put  the  mo- 
deration and  forbearance  of  the 
King  to  the  fevereil  triai,  in  the 
ports  of  England  there  were  pre- 
parations making  and  armaments 
equipping,  which  could  not  have 
America  for  their  objeft  ;  the  de- 
iign  was  too  determinate  to  be 
millalcen.  His  Majeiiy,  there- 
fore, found  it  indifpenfible  to  make 
fuch  difpofitions  on  his  part,  as 
might  be  fufficient  to  prevent  the 
evil  defigns  of  his  enemy,  at  the 
fame  time  provide  againll  depre- 
dations and  infults  fimilar  to  thofe 
committed  in  1755. 

In  this  ftate  of.  things  his  Ma- 
jefty,  who  had  hitherto  rcjetled 
the  overtures  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  (and  that  in 
contradiftion  to  his  moft  preiTing 
interells)  now  perceived  that  he 
had  not  a  moment  to  lofe  in  con- 
cluding a  treaty  with  them.  Their 
independence  had  been  declared 
and  eftablifhed  ;  England  herfelf 
had  in  fome  fort  recognized  that 
independence,  by  permitting  the 
exiftence  of  adts  which  carried 
every  implication  of  fovereignty. 
Had  it  been  the  intention  of  his 
Majefty  to  deceive  England,  and 
to  adopt  meafures  for  the  purpofe 
of  covering  the  deception,  he 
might  have  drawn  the  veil  of  fe- 
crefy  over  his  engagements  with 
his  now  allies  ;  but  the  principles 
of  juftice,  which  have  ever  direded 
his  Majefty,  and  his  fincere  defire 
of  preferving  peace,  were  decifive 
inducements  for  him  to  purfue  a 
condud  more  generous  and  noble; 
his  Majelly .  conceived  it   a  duty 


which  he  owed  to  himfelf,    to  no- 
tify to   the  King  of  England  the 
alliance   he  had  formed   with   the 
United  States.     Nothing  could  be 
more  limple  or  lefs  ofFeiilive   than 
the  Refcript  delivered  by  his  Ma- 
■  jelly's   Ambaffador  to  the  Britilh. 
Minifter.     But  the  Council  of  St. 
James's  were  not  of  this  opinion  ; 
and    the  King  of  England,  after 
having  firfl:  broken   the  peace,   by 
recalling  his  Ambaflador,  announ- 
ced to  his  Parliament  the  Decla- 
ration of  his  Majefty,  as  an  aJI  of 
•  hoftility,  as  a  formal  and  premedi- 
tated aggreflion.     It  would  be  in- 
fulting  credulity  to  fuppofe  it  caa 
be  believed,  that  his  Majefty's  re- 
cognition of  the  independence  of 
the    Thirteen    United    States    of 
America,  fhould  of  itfelf  have  fo 
irritated  the   King   of  England  ; 
that    Prince,    without    doubt,    is 
well  acquainted  with  all  thofe  in- 
ftances  of  the  kind  which  not  only 
the  Britifti  annals,    but   his  own 
reign,    can  furnilh.     His   refent- 
ment  is  founded  on  another  prin- 
ciple.    The  French  treaty  defeat- 
ed and  rendered  ufelefs  the  plan 
formed  at  London  for  the  fudden 
and  precarious  coalition  that  was 
about  to  be  formed  with  America, 
and  it  baffled  thofe  fecret  projeds 
adopted  by  his  Britannic  Majefty 
for  that  purpofe.     The  real  caufe 
of  that  extreme  animofity   which 
the  King  of  England  has  manifeft- 
ed,  and  which   he  has  communi- 
cated   to   his   Parliament,  was  the 
not  being  able  to  regain  America, 
and  turn  her  arms  againft  France. 

A  conduft  thus  extraordinary, 
taught  his  Mnjefty  what  he  had  to 
exptft  from  the  Court  of  London  ; 
and,  even  had  there  remained  a 
poflibility  of  doubt,  the  immenfe 
preparations  carrying  on  in  the 
different 
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different  ports  of  England  with 
redoubled  vigoar,  would  have 
cleared  up  the  doubt.  Meafures 
fo  manifcftly  directed  againft 
France,  had  the  effedl  of  impofing 
a  law  on  his  Majefly  ;  he  put  him- 
fe!f  in  a  condition  to  repel  force  by 
force  ;  it  was  with  this  view  that 
he  haftened  the  equipment  of  his 
armaments,  and  that  he  difpatched 
a  fquadron  to  America  under  the 
command  of  Compte  d'Eftaing. 

It  is  notorious  that  the  arma- 
ments of  France  were  in  a  condi- 
tion to  aft  ofFenfively,  long  before 
thofe  of  England  were  prepared. 
It  was  in  his  Majefty's  power  to 
have  made  a  fudden  and  a  moil 
feniible  impreflion  on  England. 
The  King  was  avowedly  engaged 
in  the  enterprize,  and  his  plans 
were  on  the  point  of  being  carried 
into  execution,  when  the  bare 
whifper  of  peace  flayed  his  hand, 
and  fufpended  their  execution. 
His  Catholic  Majefty  imparted  to 
the  King  the  defire  of  the  Court 
of  London  to  avail  herfelf  of  the 
mediation  of  Spain  on  the  fubjeft 
of  conciliation.  But  his  Catholic 
Majefty  would  not  engage  to  aft 
as  mediator  without  a  previous 
affurance  of  his  good  ofHces  be- 
ing unequivocally  accepted,  in  a 
cafe  where  he  interpofed  without 
being  made  acquainted  with  the 
principal  objedts,  which  were  to 
ierve  as  the  baiis  of  the  negocia- 
tion. 

The  King  received  the  overture 
with  a  fatisfaftion  proportioned  to 
the  wifh  he  had  uniformly  expref- 
fed  for  the  continuance  of  peace. 
Notwithfianding  the  King  of 
Spain  had  profefled  it  to  be  a 
matter  of  perfeft  indifference  to 
him,  whether  his  mediation  was 
accepted  or  not ;    and  that  not- 
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withftanding  the  overtures  Ke 
made,  he  left  the  King,  his  ne- 
phew, entirely  at  liberty  to  aft  as 
he  thought  proper ;  yet  his  Ma- 
jefty not  only  confented  to  the  me- 
diation, but  he  immediately  coun- 
termanded the  failing  of  the  Breft 
fleet,  and  he  agreed  to  communi- 
cate his  conditions  of  peace  the 
moment  that  England  ftiould  ex- 
prefs,  in  pofitive  terms,  a  defire  of 
reconciliation,  in  which  the  United 
States  of  North  America  were  to 
be  comprehended,  France  by  no 
means  entertaining  an  idea  of  a- 
bandoning  them  ;  there  could  not 
furely  be  any  thing  more  conform- 
able to  the  oftenfible  wilhes  of  the 
Court  of  London,  than  this  pro- 
pofal.  His  Catholic  Majefty  loft 
not  a  moment  to  difcufs  the  bufi- 
nefs  with  the  King  of  England 
and  his  Minifter  ;  but  it  was 
quickly  difcovered  by  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  that  the  Englilh  Minif- 
ters  were  not  lincere  in  their  over- 
tures for  peace.  The  Bricilh  Mi- 
nifter talked  exprefsly  of  his  Ma- 
jefty withdrawing  the  Refcript 
which  had  been  delivered  by  his 
Ambafladoron  the  13th  of  March, 
1778,  as  a  preliminary  and  abfo- 
lutely  neccflary  ftep  to  reconcilia- 
tion. Such  an  anfwer  was  injurious 
to  Spain  as  well  as  to  France  ;  and 
it  developed  the  hoftile  intentions 
of  England,  in  the  cleareft  point 
of  view.  Both  monarchs  viewed 
each  other  with  amazement;  and 
although  his  Majefty  (always  ani- 
mated with  the  love  of  peace)  left 
the  Catholic  King  to  aft  as  he 
thought  moft  prudent  with  refpeft 
to  continuing  his  mediation,  yet 
he  judged  it  expedient  to  com- 
mand his  Charge  des  Affaires  at 
London,  to  obierve  a  profound 
lilencs  on  the  fubjeft. 

The 
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The  hope  of  peace  continued, 
however,  to  flatter  the  difpofuion 
of  his   Majefty,    until    the   fleets 
commanded  by  the  Admirals  Kep- 
pel  and  Byron  failed  out  of  port. 
Then  It  was,  that  the  veil  of  de- 
ception which  had  ferved  to  cover 
the  real  intentions  of  the  Court  of 
London,  was  rent  afunder.    It  was 
no  longer  poflible  to  place  confi- 
dence in  her  infidlous  profeflions, 
nor  could  the  aggreffive  defign  of 
England  be  any  longer  doubted. 
The    face   of  things    being    thus 
changed,  his  Majefty  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  make  an  alteration 
in   thofe  meafures  he  had  previ- 
oufly  adopted,  for  the  fecurity  of 
his  pofiTeflions,  and  to  preferve  the 
commerce  of  his    fubjedls.     The 
event  will  very  foon  demonftrate 
his  Majefty's  forefight  to  have  been 
juft.      The  world  can  witnefs  in 
what  manner  his  Majefty's  frigate 
the  Belle  Poule  was  attacked  by  an 
Englifti    frigate,    within   view   of 
the    coaft    of    France,    nor  is   it 
lefs  notorious  that  two  other  fri- 
gates, and  a  fmaller  vefTel,   were 
furprifed  tind  carried  into  the  ports 
of  England.      The   departure    of 
the  fleet  under  Compte  d'Orvilliers 
became   abfolutely    neceflliry,    to 
frullrate  the  defigns  of  the  ene- 
mies of  his  Majefty's  Crown,  and 
to  revenge  the  infults  his  flag  had 
received.    Providence  difpofed  the 
triumph  in  favour  of  his  Majefty's 
arms  :    Compte  d'Orvilliers,  after 
being    attacked    by   the    Engliih 
fleet,  forced  them  to  retreat  with 
confiderable  damage. 

Since  that  period  hoftilities  have 
been  continued  without  any  decla- 
ration of  war.  The  Court  of  Lon- 
don has  not  declared  it,  becaufe 
{he  would  be  wanting  in  reafons  to 
jjull;ify  her  condu^v.     Nor  has  fhe 
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dared  to  accufe  France  publicly  of 
being  the  aggreflbr,  after  three  of 
his  Majefty's  veflels  had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Englifli  fleet ;  and 
fhe  felt  that  flie  would  have  ample 
caufe  to  blufti,  when  the  execution 
of  thofe  orders  flie  had  fent  clan- 
deftinely  to  India  fliould  have 
opened  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  to 
the  degree  of  reliance  which  can 
be  placed  in  her  pacific  profeflions, 
and  ftiould  have  enabled  every 
power  in  it  to  determine,  to  which. 
of  the  two  powers,  France  or  Eng- 
land, the  term  of  perfidious  mofi: 
properly  applies,  an  epithet  which, 
the  Englifh  Minifter  lofes  no 
opportunity  of  beftowing  upon 
France. 

As  to  the  King,  if  he  has  de- 
ferred notifying  to  the  world  the 
multiplied  injuries  he  has  fuftained. 
from  the  Court  of  London  ;  if  he 
has  delayed  demonftrating  the  ab- 
folute  neceflity  of  his  having  re- 
courfe  to  arms  ;  fuch  a  procrafti- 
nation  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty, 
has  been  owing  to  a  fond  hope 
that  the  Englifh  Minifter  would  at 
laft  recoiled:  himfelf,  and,  that  ei- 
ther juftice,  or  the  more  critical 
fltuation  into  which  he  has  plunged 
his  country,  would  have  prevailed 
on  him  to  change  his  conduct. 

This  hope  appeared  to  have 
been  the  better  founded,  as  the 
Englifh  Minifter  was  continually 
difpatching  his  emifl^aries  to  found 
his  Majefty's  difpofitions,  at  the 
very  time  the  King  of  Spain  was 
negociating  with  him  for  peace. 
His  Majefty,  fo  far  from  belying 
thofe  ientiments  which  he  had  al- 
ways exprefTed,  littened  with  ea- 
gernefs  to  the  advice  of  the  King 
his  uncle;  and,  to  convince  that 
Prince  of  his  perfevering  lincerity, 
his  Majefty  entruftedhim,  without 
referve 


396]      ANNUAL   RE  GIS  T  E  R,  ti779. 


referve,  with  thofe  very  moderate 
conditions,  on  which  his  Majelly 
would  moft  gladly  have  laid  down 
his  arms. 

The  Catholic  King  communi- 
cated to  the  Court  oi  London  the 
aflurances  he  had  received  from 
his  Majefty,  and  he  urged  that 
Court  to  perfeft  the  reconciliation 
which  {he  had  long  fo  earneftly  af- 
fefted  to  defire.  But  the  Engliih 
Miniller,  although conflantly  feign- 
ing a  defire  of  peace,  never  re- 
turned an  ingenuous  anfvver  to  the 
King  of  Spain,  but  was  perpetu- 
ally infulting  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty,  with  a  tender  of  inadmillible 
propofitions,  quite  foreign  to  the 
fubjeft  of  difpute. 

It  was  now  clear  from  the  moft 
indifputable  evidence,  that  Eng- 
land  did  not  wilh  for  peace,  and 
that  flie  negociated  for  no  other 
purpofe  but  to  gain  time  to  make 
the  neceflary  preparations  for  war. 
The  King  of  Spain  was  perfedily 
fenfible  of  this  truth  ;  nor  was  he 
lefs  fenfible  how  much  his  own 
dignity  was  committed ;  yet  his 
heart  anticipated  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  he  forgot  his  own  wrongs 
in  his  anxious  wifh  for  peace.  He 
even  fuggefted  a  new  plan  of  a 
ceffation  of  arms  for  a  term  of 
years.  This  plan  was  perfeftly 
agreeable  to  his  Majefty,  on  con- 
dition that  the  United  States  of 
America  fhould  be  comprifed  in 
the  propofal,  and  that  during  the 
truce,  they  fhould  be  treated  as 
independent.  To  render  it  more 
eafy  for  the  King  of  England  to 
fubfcribe  to  this  effential  ftipula- 
tion,  his  Aiajelly  confented  that 
he  Ihould  either  treat  immediately 
with  Congrefs,  or  through  the 
mediation  of  the  King  of  Spain. 
In  confequence  of  thefe  over- 
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tares,  his'  Catholic  Majerty  dlf- 
patched  his  plan  to  the  Court  ot 
London.  Befides  the  time  limited, 
for  the  lulpenfjon  of  hoftilities 
(during  which  the  United  States 
were  to  be  confidered  as  indepen- 
dent defaSo)  his  Catholic  Majef- 
ty took  it  on  himlelf  to  propofe, 
relative  to  America,  that  each 
party  fhould  have  the  poiTeffion  of 
what  they  occupied  at  the  time  of 
figning  the  treaty  of  fufpenfion, 
guaranteed  to  them.  Such  infinite 
pains  did  the  King  of  Spain  take 
to  flop  the  effufion  of  human 
blood  ! 

There  is  not  a  doubt  but  that 
thefe  conditions  muft  appear,,  to 
every  well-judging  perfon,  fuch  as 
would  have  been  accepted  ;  they 
were,  however,  formally  rejedled 
by  the  Court  of  London,  nor  has 
that  Court  ftiewn  any  difpofition 
to  peace,  unlefs  on  the  abfurd 
condition  that  his  Majefty  (hould 
abandon  the  Americans,  and  leave 
them  to  themfelves. 

After  this  afflidling  declaration, 
the  continuation  of  the  war  is  be- 
come inevitable  ;  and  therefore 
his  Majelly  has  invited  the  Catho- 
lic King  to  join  him  in  virtue  of 
their  reciprocal  engagements,^  to 
avenge  their  refpeftive  injuries, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyranni- 
cal empire  which  England  has 
ufurped  and  pretends  to  maintain 
upon  the  ocean. 

This  fuccinft  cxpofure  of  the 
political  views,  and  the  progrefllve 
feries  of  events  which  have  occa- 
fioned  the  prefent  rupture  between 
the  Courts  of  Verfailles  and  Lon- 
don, will  enable  all  Europe  to 
draw  a  parallel  between  the  con- 
dud  of  his  Majefty,  and  that  of 
the  King  of  England;  to  render 
juftice  to  the  parity  and  direftnefs 


STATEPAPERS. 


[397 


J5»r  intention,  which  during  the 
whole  of  the  difpute  has  charade- 
rifed  his  Majefty  ;  and  finally,  all 
Europe  will  be  enabled  by  this 
publication  to  judge,  which  of  the 
two  Sovereigns  is  the  real  author 
of  the  war  which  afflids  their 
kingdoms  ;  and  which  of  the  two 
potentates  will  be  anfwerable  at 
the  tribunal  of  Heaven,  for  that 
train  of  calamities  occafioned  by 
the  war ! 

Pan's,  1779. 
Tublijhed  by  authority. 


ST/^^  Justifying  Memorial*  of 
the  'King  of  Great  Britain,  'in 
Jn/iver  to  the'ExTOSiTiQN,  ^c. 
of  the  Court  o/~  France. 

TH  E  ambition  of  a  power, 
-  ever  a  foe  to  public  tran- 
quillity, hath  at  length  obliged 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  em- 
ploy the  llrength  which  God  and 
his  people  have  confided  to  him, 
in  a  juil:  and  lawful  war. — It  is  in 
vain  that  France  endeavours  to  juf- 
tify,  or  rather  difguife,  in  the  eyes 
of  Europe,  by  her  laft  Manifeilo, 
the  politics  which  feem  to  be  dic- 
tated by  pride  and  cunning,  but 
which  cannot  be  reconciled  with 
the  truth  of  faAs,  and  the  rights 
of  nations.  That  equity,  mode- 
ration, and  love  of  peace,  which 
have  always  regulated  the  fteps  of 
the  King,  now:  engage  him  to 
fubmit  the  conduft  of  himfelf  and 
his  enemies,  to  the  judgment  of  a 
free  and  refpeSable  tribunal,  which 
will  pronounce,  without  fear  or 
flattery,  the  decree  of  Europe  to 
the  prefent  age,  and  to  pofterity. 
This  tribunal,  compofed  of  the 
Underftanding  and  difinterefted  men 


of  all  nations,  will  never  regard 
profeffions  ;  and  it  is  from  the 
aftions  of  Princes,  that  they  ought 
to  judge  of  the  motives  of  their 
condudt,  and  the  fentiments  of  their 
hearts. 

When    the   King   afcended    the 
throne,   he  enjoyed  the  fuccefs  of 
his  arms  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world  !     His    moderation   re-efta- 
blilhed  public  tranquillity,  at  the 
fame   time  that  he  fupported  with 
firmnefs  the  glory   of  his  crown, 
and  procured  the  moll  folid  advan- 
tages  to  his  people.     Experience 
had  taught  him  how  bitter  and  af- 
flifting  even   the  fruits  of  vidlory 
are  ;  and  how  much  wars,  whether 
happy  or  unfuccefsful,    exhauft  a 
people  without  aggrandizing  their 
Princes.       His   adions  proved  to 
the  world,  that  he  knew  the  value 
of  peace,  and  it  was  at  leaft  to  be 
prefumed,  that  that  reafon  which 
had    enlightened    him    to   difcern 
the  inevitable  calamities  of  war, 
and  the  dangerous  vanity  of  con- 
quell,  infpired  him  with  the  fincere 
and  unlhaken  refolution  of  main- 
taining the  public  repofe,  of  which 
he    was    himfelf  the   author    and 
guarantee.     Thefe  principles  were, 
the    foundations   of    that   conduft 
which  his  Majefty  held  invariably 
for  the  fifteen  years  which  follow- 
ed the  peace  concluded  at  Paris  in 
1763;    that   happy   »ra  of  quiet 
and  happinefs,    will  be  preferved 
for  a  long  time,  by  the  recollec- 
tion,   perhaps    the  regret,    of  the 
European   nations.      The  inllruc- 
tions  of  the  King  to  all  his  Am- 
bafladors,  were  imprelTed  with  the 
marks  of  his  character  and  maxims. 
He  recommended  it  to  them,  as 
the   moll   important  part  of  their 
duty,  to  liften,  with  the  moft  fcru- 


*  Although  this  Memorial  has  not  been  formally  avowed,  its  authenticity 
is  not  doubtedo  •  ■' 

pulou.t 
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pulous  attention,  to  the  com- 
plaints and  reprefentations  of  the 
powers,  his  neighbours  or  allies  ; 
to  ftifle  in  the  beginning,  all 
grounds  of  quarrel  that  might  em- 
bitter or  alienate  the  minds  of 
men  ;  to  turn  afide  the  fcourge  of 
war,  by  every  expedient  compa- 
tible with  the  dignity  of  the  Sove- 
reign of  a  refpedtable  nation  ;  and 
to  infpire  all  people  with  a  juft 
confidence  on  the  political  fyftem 
of  a  Court  which  detefted  war, 
without  fearing  it ;  which  em- 
ployed no  other  means  than  thofe 
of  reafon  and  fincerity,  and  which 
had  no  other  objeS,  but  the  ge- 
neral tranquillity.  In  the  midft  of 
this  calm,  the  firft  fparka  of  dif- 
cord  were  kindled  in  America. 
The  intrigues  of  a  few  bold  and 
criminal  leaders,  who  abufed  the 
credulous  fimplicity  of  their  coun- 
trymen,  infenfibly  feduced  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Englifb  Colo- 
nies to  raife  the  ftandard  of  revolt 
againft  the  Mother  Country,  to 
which  they  were  indebted  for  their 
exiftence  and  their  happinefs.  The 
Court  of  Verfailles  eafily  forgot 
the  faith  of  treaties,  the  duties  of 
allies,  and  the  right  of  Sovereigns, 
to  endeavour  to  profit  of  circum- 
itances,  which  appeared  favourable 
to  its  ambitious  defigns.  It  did 
not  blufli  to  debafe  its  dignity,  by 
the  fecret  connedions  it  formed 
with  rebellious  fubjefls ;  and  after 
having  exkaufted  all  the  fhameful 
lefources  of  perfidy  and  diffimula- 
tion,  it  dared  to  avow,  in  the  face 
of  Europe  (full  of  indignation  at 
its  conduft)  the  folemn  treaty 
which  the  Minifters  of  the  Moil 
Chrillian  King  had  figned  with 
the  dark  agents  of  the  Rnglifh 
Colonies,  who  founded  their  pre- 
tended independence  on  nothing 
tut  the  daringnefs  of  their  revolt. 


The  offenfive  Declaration  whidfe 
the  Marquis  de  Noailles  was  or- 
dered to  make  to  the  Court  of 
London,  on  the  13th  of  March, 
in  the  laft  year,  authorized  hia 
Majefty  to  repel,  by  force  of  arms, 
the  unheard-of  infult  that  was  of- 
fered to  the  honour  of  his  crown  ) 
and  the  King  remembered,  on  that 
important  occafion,  what  he  owed 
his  fubjeAs  and  himfelf.  The 
fame  fpirit  of  impofture  and  am-i 
bition  continued  to  reign  in  the 
councils  of  France. — Spain,  who 
has,  more  than  once,  repented 
having  negleded  her  true  interefts, 
to  follow  blindly  the  deftrudlive 
projefts  of  the  elder  branch  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  was  engaged 
to  change  the  part  of  mediator,  (cft 
that  of  enemy  of  Great  Britain* 
The  calamities  of  war  are  multi* 
plied,  but  the  Court  of  Verfailles 
hath,  hitherto,  nothing  to  boaft  of 
the  fuccefs  of  its  military  opera* 
tions  ;  and  Europe  knows  well 
how  to  rate  thofe  naval  viflories, 
which  exill  no  where  but  in  the 
Gazettes  and  Manifeftos  of  pre- 
tended conquerors.       . 

Since  war  and  peace  impofe  on 
nations  duties  entirely  difFerentj 
and  even  oppofite,  it  is  indifpen-* 
fibly  neceffary  to  diftinguifh,  ini 
reasoning  as  well  as  in  condudl^ 
the  two  conditions :  but  in  the  lafl 
Manifefto,  publilhed  by  France^ 
thefe  two  conditions  are  perpetU-* 
ally  confounded  :  fhe  pretends  ta 
juftify  her  condudl  in  making  the 
beft,  by  turns,  nay,  almoft  at  th« 
fame  time,  of  thofe  rights  which 
an  enemy  only  is  permitted  to 
claim,  and  of  thofe  maxims  which 
regulate  the  obligations  and  pro- 
cedure  of  national  friendfhip.  The 
fineffe  of  the  Court  of  Verfailles* 
in  blending  inceffantly  two  fup- 
pofuions,  which  have  no  connec*- 
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tion,  is  the  natural  confequence 
of  a  falfe  and  treacherous  policy, 
which  cannot  bear  the  light  of  the 
day.  The  fentiments  and  condud 
of  the  King  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  moft  fevere  fcrutiny ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  invitesit  to 
diftinguifh  clearly  what  his  ene- 
mies have  confounded  with  fo 
much  artifice.  Juflice  alone  can 
fpeak,  without  fear,  the  language 
of  reafon  and  truth. 

The  full  juftification  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  the  indelible  condemn- 
ation of  France,  may  be  reduced 
to  the  proof  of  two  fimple,  and 
almoft  felf-evident  principles. — 
Firft,  That  a  profound,  permanent, 
and,  on  the  part  of  England,  a 
fincere  and  true  peace,  fubfifted 
between  the  two  nations,  when 
France  formed  connexions  with 
the  revolted  Colonies,  fecret  at 
lirft,  but  afterwards  public  and 
avowed. — Second,  That  according 
to  the  bell  acknowledged  maxims, 
of  the  rights  of  nations,  and  even 
according  to  the  tenor  of  treaties 
aftually  fabfifting  between  the  two 
crowns,  thefe  connexions  might 
be  regarded  as  an  infradlion  of 
the  peace  ;  and  the  public  avowal 
of  thefe  connections  was  equivalent 
to  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part 
of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King.— This 
is,  perhaps,  the  firft  time  thatare- 
fpeftable  nation  had  an  occafion  to 
prove  two  truths,  fo  inconteftible, 
the  memory  of  which  is  already 
acknowledged  by  every  difintereft- 
ed  and  prejudiced  perfon. 

*'  When  Providence  called  the 
^ing  to  the  throne,  France  enjoy- 
ed a  moft  profound  peace."  Thefe 
are  the  expreflions  of  the  laft  Ma- 
nifefto  of  the  Court  of  Verfailles, 
which  eafily  remembers  the  folemn 
aiTurances  of  a  fincere  friend  (hip, 


and  the  moft  pacific  difpofition 
which  it  received  from  his  Britan- 
nic Maiefty,  and  which  were  often 
renewea  by  the  intervention  of 
Ambaffadors  to  the  two  Courts, 
during  four  years,  until  the  fital 
and  decifive  moment  of  the  De- 
claration of  the  Marquis  de  Noail- 
les.  The  queftion,  then,  is  to 
prove,  that  during  this  happy 
time  of  general  tranquillity,  Eng- 
land concealed  a  fecret  war  under 
the  appearance  of  peace  ;  and  that 
her  unjuft  and  arbitrary  procedure 
was  carried  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  to 
render  lawful,  on  the  part  of 
France,  the  boldeft  fteps,  which 
are  permiflable  only  in  a  declared 
enemy.  To  attain  this  objeft, 
griefs  clearly  articulated  and  folidly 
eftablifiied,  fhould  be  produced  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  Europe.  This 
great  tribunal  will  require  formal, 
and,  perhaps,  repeated  proofs  of 
the  injury,  of  the  complaint,  of 
a  refufal  of  competent  fatisfadion, 
and  of  a  proteftation  of  the  injured 
party,  that  it  held  itfeif  highly  of- 
fended by  fuch  refufal,  and  that  it 
fhonld  look  upon  itfeif  hereafter  as 
releafed  from  the  duties  of  friend- 
fliip,  and  the  bonds  of  treaties. 
Thofe  nations  which  refpeX  the 
fanclity  of  oaths,  and  the  advan- 
tages of  peace  are  the  floweft  to 
catch  hold  of  opportunities  which 
feem  to  difcharge  them  from  a 
facred  and  folemn  obligation  ;  and 
it  is  but  with  trembling  that  they 
dare  to  renounce  the  friendfliip  of 
powers,  from  which  they  have  long 
borne  injuftice  and  infult. 

But  the  Court  of  Verfailles  hath 
been  either  ignorant  of  thefe  wife 
and  falutary  principles,  or  it  hath 
defpifed  them  ;  and,  inllead  of 
fixing  the  foundations  of  a  juft 
aad  legitimate  war,  it  hath  con- 
tented 
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tented  itfelf  tcr  fpread  through  eve- 
ry page  of  its  Manifefto,  general 
and  vague  complaints,  exprefTed 
with  exaggerations  in  a  metapho- 
rical ftyle. — It  goes  above  three- 
jfcore  years  back  to  accufe  England 
of  her  want  of  care  to  ratify  fome 
commercial  regulations,  feme  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  It 
prefumcs  to  reproach  the  King's 
miniilers  with  ufing  the  language 
of  haughtinefs  and  ambition,  with- 
out condefcending  to  the  duty  of 
proving  imputations  as  unlikely  as 
they  are  odious.  The  tree  fup- 
pofitions  of  the  ambition,  and  in- 
iincerity  of  the  court  of  London, 
are  confelTedly  healed  up,  as  if 
they  feared  to  be  difcriminated  ; 
the  pretended  infuhs  which  the 
commerce,  the  flag,  and  the  terri- 
tories of  France,  have  undergone, 
are  infinuated  in  a  very  cbfcure 
manner,  and  at  laft  there  efcapes 
an  avowal  of  the  engagement 
which  the  mofl:  Chrijlian  King 
had  already  made  with  Spain,  *'  to 
avenge  their  refpedive  wrongs, 
and  put  bounds  to  the  tyrannical 
empire  which  England  had  ufuiped, 
and  pretended  to  maintain  over 
every  fea." 

It  is  difficult  to  encounter  phan- 
toms, or  to  anfwer  clofely  and 
precifely  to  the  language  of  decla- 
mation. The  juft  confidence  of 
the  King,  would  doubtlefs  defue 
to  fubmit  to  the  ftridell  examina- 
tion, thofe  vague  complaints,  thole 
pretended  wrongs,  upon  which  the 
court  of  Verfailies  has  fo  prudent- 
ly avoided  to  explain  itfelf,  with 
that'  clearnefs  and  particularity 
which  alone  could  fupport  its  rea- 
fohs,  and  excufe  its  condudl.  Dur- 
ing a  fifteen  years  peace,  the  in- 
terells  of  two  powerful,  and  per- 
haps jealous  nations,   which   ap. 


proached  in  fo  many  places  in  the 
old  and;  new  world,  would  inevi- 
tably furnifh  fubjedls  of  complaint 
and  difcullion,  which  a  reciprocal 
moderation  would  always  know 
how  to  fettle,  but  which  aie  but 
too  eafily  ihaipened  and  impoifon- 
.ed  by  the  real  hatred,  or  a/Feded 
fufpicions,  of  a  feeret  and  ambi- 
tious enemy  :  and  the  troubles  of 
America  were  but  too  apt  to  mul- 
tiply the  hopes,  the  pretexts,  and 
the  unjuft  pretenfions  of  France. 
Nevcrthelefs,  fuch  has  been  the 
ever  uniform,  and  ever  peaceable 
condud  of  the  King  and  his  mini- 
itcrs,  that  it  hath  often  filenced 
his  enemies ;  and  if  it  may  be  per- 
mitted to  difcover  the  true  fenfe 
of  thefe  indefinite  and  equivocal 
accufations,  whofe  ftudied  obicu- 
rity  betrays  the  features  to  fhame 
and  artifice — if  it  may  be  permit- 
ted of  contcfted  objedls  which  have 
no  exiftence,  it  may  be  aflirrned 
with  the  boldnefs  of  truth,  that 
feveral  of  thefe  pretended  injuries, 
are  announced  for  the  firft  time, 
in  a  declaration  of  war,  without 
having  been  propofed  to  the  court 
of  London,  at  a  time  when  they 
might  have  been  confidered  with 
the  ferious  and  favourable  atten- 
tion of  friendihip.  In  refpeft  to 
thofe  complaints  which  the  am- 
baffadors  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jelly  have  communicated  from  time 
to  time  to  the  King's  minifters,  it 
would  be  eafy  to  give,  or  rather 
torepeatfatisfa£loryanfwers,  which 
would  demonftrate,  to  the  eyes  of 
France  herfelf,  the  King's  mode- 
ration, his  love  of  juftice,  and  the 
fincerity  of  his  difpofition  to  pre- 
ferve  the  general  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  Thofe  complaints,  which 
the  court  of  Verfailies  may  difpenfe 
with  recoliefting,  were  very  rarely 
founded 
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founded  in  truth  and  reafon  ;  and 
it  was  moft  generally  found  that 
thofe  perfons  in  Europe,  Ame- 
rica, or  on  the  feas,  from  who;Ti 
an  ill-fouTided  and  fufpefled  intel- 
ligence was  derived,  had  not  been 
afraid  to  abufe  the  confidence  of 
France,  the  better  to  ferve  her  fe- 
cret  intentions. 

If  fome  facis,  which  France  en- 
hanced as  the  ground  of  her  com- 
plaints,  were  built  on  a  lefs  brittle 
foundation,  the  King*s  minifters 
cleared  them  without  delay,  by  a 
moll  clear  and  entire  juftilicatioti 
of  the  motives  and  rights  of  their 
Sovereign,  who  might  punifli  a 
contraband  trade  on  his  coaft,  with- 
out wounding  the  public  repofe  ; 
and  to  whom  the  law  of  nations 
gave  a  lav/ful  right  to  feize  all  vef- 
fels  which  carried  arms  or  war- 
like ftores  to  his  enemies,  or  re- 
bellious fabjecls.  The  courts  of 
juftice  were  always  open  to  indivi- 
duals of  all  nations,  and  thofe 
muil  be  very  ignorant  of  the  Bri- 
tilli  conftitution,  who  fuppofe  that 
the  royal  authority  was  capable  to 
fhut  out  the  means  of  an  appeal. 
In  the  vatl;  and  extended  theatre  of 
the  operations  of  a  naval  war,  the 
moft  aftive  vigilance,  and  the  moft 
fteady  authority,  are  unable  to 
difcover  or  fupprefs  every  diforder; 
but  every  time  that  the  court  of 
Verfailles  was  able  to  eftablifh  the 
truth  of  any  real  injuries  that  its 
fubjtds  had  fuftained,  vviihout  the 
knowledge  or  approbation  of  the 
King,  his  Mr.jefty  gave  the  itioft 
fpeedy  and  eifedual  orders  to  Hop 
an  abufe,  which  injured  his  own 
dignity,  as  well  as  the  iatereft  of 
his  neighbours,  who  had  been  in- 
volved in  the  calamities  of  war. 
The  objeft  and  importance  of  this 
war  will   fuffice    tu   fhew  all  Eu- 
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rope,  on  what  principles  the  poli- 
tical proceedings  of  England  ought 
to  be  regulated.  Is  it  likely,  that 
whill!:  England  employed  her  forces 
to  bring  the  revolted  colonies  of 
America  back  to  their  duty,  fhe 
fliould  have  chofen  that  moment  to 
irritate  the  moft  refpeftable  powers 
of  Europe,  by  the  injuftice  and 
violence  of  her  conduct  ?  Equity 
hath  always  governed  the  fenti- 
ments  and  conduit  of  the  King  ; 
but  on  this  important  occafion^ 
his  very  prudence  is  a  warrant  for 
his  fincerity  and  moderation. 

But  to  eitablifh  clearly  the  paci- 
fic fyllem  that  fubfifts  between  the 
two  nations,  nothing  more  is  want- 
ing than  to  appeal  to  the  very 
teftimony  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles. At  the  very  time  in  whicJi 
it  doth  not  blufh  to  place  all  thefe 
pretended  infrafticns  of  the  public 
peace,  which  would  have  engaged 
a  Prince  lefs  fparing  of  his  fub- 
jefts  blood,  to  make,  without  he- 
fitation,  reprifals,  and  to  repel  in- 
fult  by  force  of  arms,  the  minifter 
of  the  moft  Chriftian  King  fpoke 
the  language  of  confidence  and 
friend/hip.  Inftead  of  denouncing 
any  dcfign  of  vengeance,  with  that 
haughty  tone,  which  at  leaft  fpares 
injuftice  from  the  reproaches  of 
perfidy  and  diffimulation,  the 
court  of  V^erfailles  concealed  the 
moft  treacherous  conduft  under  the 
fmootheft  profeffions.  But  thofe 
very  profeffions  ferve,  at  prefent, 
to  belie  its  declaration,  and  to  call 
to  mind  thofe  fentiments  which, 
ought  to  have  regulated  its  con- 
duft.  If  the  court  of  Verfailles 
is  unwilling  to  be  accufed  of  a  dif- 
fimulation unworthy  of  its  gran- 
deur, it  will  be  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  till  the  moment  that 
it    diiilated    to    the    Marquis    de 

[C  c]  Noailles, 
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Noailles,  that  declaration,  which 
has  been  received  as  the  fii^nal  of 
war,  it  did  not  know  any  grounds 
of  complaint,  fufliciently  real  or 
important,  to  authorize  a  viola- 
tion of  the  obligations  of  peace, 
and  the  faith  of  u-eaties,  to  which 
it  had  fvvorn  in  the  face  of  heaven 
and  earth;  and  to  difengage  from 
that  amity,  to  which,  to  the  lafc 
moment,  it  had  repeated  the  molt 
folemn  and  lively  afTurances. 

When  an  adverfary  is  incapable 
of  juflifying  his  violence  in  the 
public  opinion,  or  even  in  his  own 
eyes,  by  the  injuries  which  he  pre- 
tends to  have  received,  he  has  re- 
courfe  to  the  cliimerical  danger  to 
which  his  patience  might  have 
been  expofcd  ;  and  in  the  place  of 
fadts,  of  which  he  is  totally  un- 
provided, he  endeavours  to  fubfti- 
tute  a  vain  piiEture,  which  hath 
exiftence  only  in  his  own  imagina- 
tion, perhaps  his  own  heart.  The 
minifter  of  the  molt  Chrillian 
King,  who  feems  to  have  felt  the 
weaknefs  of  the  means  they  were 
forced  to  employ,  yet  made  im- 
potent efforts  to  fupport  thofc 
means,  by  the  mofl;  odious  and 
unaccountable  fufpicions.  "  The 
court  of  London  made  prepara- 
tions in  its  ports,  and  armaments, 
which  could  not  have  America  for 
their  objecl.  Their  intention  was, 
confequently,  too  wei}  determined 
for  the  King  to  miitake  them, 
and  from  thence  it  became  their 
duty  to  make  fuch  difpofitions,  as 
were  capable  of  pTeventing  the 
evil  defigns  of  his  enemy,  c^'C. — 
In  this  fiate  of  affairs,  the  King 
found  he  had  not  a  iPiOment  lo 
Jofe."  This  is  the  language  of 
France ;  now  we  will  Ihew  that  of 
truth. 

During  the  difputes  which  had 
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arifen  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies,  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  applied  itfelf,  with  the 
moil  lively  and  determined  ardor, 
to  the  augmentation  of  her  ma- 
rine. The  King  did  not  "  pre- 
tend to  reign  as  a  tyrant  of  the 
feas,"  but  knows  that,  at  all 
times,  maritime  forces  have  con- 
ftituted  the  glory  and  fafecy  of  his 
dominions  ;  and  that  they,  have 
often  protedled  the  liberty  of  Eu- 
rope, againft  the  ambitious  ftate, 
which  hath  fo  long  laboured  to  fub- 
due  it. 

A  fenfe  of  his  dignity,  and  a 
jufl  knowledge  of  his  duty  and  his 
intereft,  engaged  his  Majelly  to 
watch,  with  an  attentive  eye,  over 
the  proceedings  of  France,  whofe 
dangerous  policy,  without  a  mo- 
tive, and  without  an  enemy,  pre- 
cipitated the  building  and  arming 
of  fhips  in  all  her  ports ;  and  which 
employed  a  confiderable  part  of 
her  revenues  in  the  expence  -of 
thofe  military  preparations,  the 
neceifity  or  objetl  of  which  it  was 
impoffible  to  declare.  In  that  con- 
juoflure  the  King  could  not  avoid 
following  the  counfel  of  his  pru- 
dence, and  the  example'  of  his 
neighbours.  The  fuccefiive  aug- 
mentation of  their  marine  ferved 
as  a  rule  for  his ;  and  without 
wounding  the  refpeft  that  he  owed 
to  friendly  powers,  his  Majelty 
declared  publicly  to  his  parlia- 
ment, that  England  fhould  be  in 
a  refpedlable  itate  of  defence. 
The  naval  force  which  he  had  fo 
carefully  ftrengthened,  was  de- 
figned  only  to  maintain  the  gene- 
ral tranquillity  of  Europe;  and 
whiifl:  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
fcience  difpofed  the  King  to  give 
credit  to  the  profeflions  of  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  he  prepared  to 

have 
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have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  per- 
fidious defigns  of  its  ambition. 
France  now  dares  to  fuppofe  that 
the  King,  "  inllead  of  confining 
himfelf  within  the  limits  of  a  law- 
ful defence,  gave  himfelf  up  to  a 
hope  of  conqueH:,  and  that  the 
reconciliation  of  Great  Britain  with 
her  colonies,  announced,  on  her 
part,  a  fixed  projeil  of  rc-allying 
them  with  her  crown,  to  arm  them 
againd  France."  Since,  then, 
that  the  court  of  Verfailles  cannot 
excufe  its  procedure,  but  in  fa- 
vour of  a  fuppofition  deftitute  of 
truth  and  likelihood,  the  King 
hath  a  right  to  call  upon  that 
court,  in  the  face  of  Europe,  to 
produce  a  proof  of  an  affertion  as 
odious  as  bold  ;  and  to;''  develope 
thofe  public  operations,  or  fecret 
intrigues,  that  can  authorife  the 
fufpicions  of  France,  that  Great 
Britain,  afier  a  long  and  painful 
difpute,  offered  peace  to  her  fub- 
jeds,  with  no  other  defign  than  to 
undertake  a  fre(h  war  againft  a  re- 
fpedlable  power,  with  which  Ihe 
had  preferved  all  the  appearances 
of  friendfhip. 

After  having  faithfully  expofed 
the  frivolous  motives,  and  pre- 
tended wrongs  of  France,  we  can 
reflect,  with  a  certainty,  juilified 
by  reafon  and  by  faft,  on  the  firft 
■propofition,  fo  fimple  and  fo  im- 
portant—  That  a  peace  fubfifted 
between  the  two  nations,  and  that 
France  was  bound  by  every  obli- 
gation of  friendfliip  and  treaty  with 
the  King,  who  had  never  failed  in 
his  legitimate  engagement. 

The  firll  article  of  the  treaty 
ligned  at  Paris,  the  loth  of  Fe- 
bruary 1763,  between  his  Britan- 
nic, molt  Chriftian,  Catholic,  and 
moft  Faithful  Majelties,  confirms, 
iR   the  moft  precife   and    folemn 
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manner,  the  obligations  which  na- 
tural juilice  impofes  on  all  nations 
which  are  in  mutual  friendfhip; 
but  thefc  obligations  are  fpecified 
and  liipulated  in  that  treaty  by 
exprefiions  as  lively    as    they   are 

jull. After  having   comprifed, 

in  a  general  form,  all  the  dates 
and  fubjecfts  of  the  high  contrac' 
ting  powers,  they  declared  their 
refoiution  "  not  only  never  to 
permit  any  hoftilities  by  land  or 
fea,  but  even  to  procure  recipro- 
cally, on  every  occafion,  all  that 
can  contribute  to  their  mutual 
glory,  intereft,  and  advantages, 
without  giving  any  fuccour  or  pro- 
teflion,  diredly  or  indireftly,  to 
thofe  who  would  do  any  prejudice 
to  one  or  other  of  the  high  con- 
tradling  parties."  Such  was  the 
facred  engagement  which  France 
con  traded  with  Great  Britain  ; 
and  it  cannot  be  difguifed,  that 
fuch  a  promife  ought  to  bind  with. 
greater  ftrength  and  energy  againft 
the  domelHc  rebels,  than  the  fo- 
reign enemies  of  the  two  crowns. 
The  revolt  of  the  Americans  put 
the  fidelity  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  to  a  proof  j  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  frequent  examples  that 
Europe  hath  already  feen  of  its 
little  regard  to  the  faith  of  trea- 
i;ies,  its  conduft  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances  alionifhed  and  enraged 
every  nation  which  was  not  blindly 
devoted  to  the  interefls,  and  even 
to  the  caprices  of  France.  If 
France  had  intended  to  fulfil  her 
duty,  it  was  impoflible  for  her  to 
have  miilaken  it  ;  the  fpirit  as 
well  as  the  letter  of  the  treaty  of  Pa- 
ris, impofed  on  her  an  obligation 
to  bar  their  ports  againft  the  Ame- 
rican veffels  ;  to  forbid  her  fub- 
je6ts  to  have  any  commrce  with 
that  rebellious  people  j  and  not 
[C  c]  2  10 


404]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1779. 


to  afford  either  fuccoiir  or  protec- 
tion to  the  domeiVic  enemies  ot"  a 
crown  with  which  ihe  had  fwom  a 
fmcere  and  inviolable  friendlhip. 
But  experience  had  too  well  en- 
lightened the  King  in  regard  to 
the  political  fyRem  of  his  ancient 
adverfaries,  to  lulfer  him  to  hope 
that  they  would  conform  exadly 
to  thofe  juft  and  reafonabie  princi- 
ples, which  would  have  aiTured  a 
general  tranquility. 

As  fooii  as  the  revoked  colonies 
had  compleated  their  criminal  en- 
tcrprize,  by  an  open  declaration 
of  their  pretended  independence, 
they  thought  ta  form  iccre:  con- 
nedlions  with  the  powers  who  were 
the  lealt  favourable  to  the  intereus 
of  their  mother  country  ;  and  to 
draw  from  Europe  thole  military 
aids,  without  which  it  would  have 
been  impoflible  for  them  to  have 
fupported  the  war  they  had  un- 
dertaken. Their  agei;ts  endea- 
voured to  penetrate  into,  and  fet- 
tle in  the  different  ilates  of  Europe ; 
but  it  was  only  in  France  that  they 
found  an  afylum,  hopes,  and  ailid- 
ance.  It  is  beneath  the  King's 
dignity  to  enquire  after  the  <era, 
or  the  nature  of  the  correfpondence 
that  they  had  the  addrefs  to  con- 
trail with  the  minii^ers  of  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  and  of  which 
the  public  efFL'fls  were  ioon  viubie 
in  the  general  iiberiyj  or  rather 
unbounded  licence  of  an  illegjti- 
inaie  commerce.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  vigilance  of  the  laws  can- 
not always  prevent  artful  illicit 
traders,  who  appear  under  a  thou- 
faud  different  forms,  and  vvhofe 
avidity  f)r  gain  makes  them  brave 
every  dj.nger,  and  elude  every  pre- 
caution ;  but  the  cunduft  of  the 
French  merchants,  vvho  furniOied 
Araeiica  not  only  with  uicful  and 


rvecelTary  merchandize,  but  even 
vv.th  faltpetre,  gun-powder,  am- 
munition, arms,  and  artillery, 
loudly  declared  that  they  were  af- 
fured  not  only  of  impunity,  but 
even  of  the  protettion  and  favour 
of  the  miniittrs  of  the  com  t  of  Ver- 
fViilles. 

An  enterpr'.ze  fo  vain  and  fo  dif- 
ficult, as  that  of  hiding  fiom  the 
eyes  of  Great  Biitair,  and  of  all 
Europe,  the  proceedings  of  a  com- 
mercial company,  ailbciaicd  for 
furniOiing  the  Americans  with 
whatever  could  nourijla  and  main- 
tain the  fire  of  a  revolt,  wa;  not 
attempted.  The  informed  public 
named  the  chief  of  the  enterprize, 
vvhofe  houfe  was  ellablifhed  at  Pa- 
ris ;  his  correfpondents  at  Dunkirk, 
Nantz,  and  Bourdeaux,  were  equal- 
ly known.  The  immenle  maga-, 
zines  which  thev  fornied,  and 
which  they  rcplenilhed  every  day, 
were  laden  in  (hips  that  they  built 
or  bought,  and  they  fcarcely  dif- 
femhied  their  otjeds,  or  the  place 
of  thsir  deiHnation.  Thefe  vef- 
fels  commonly  took  falfe  clear- 
ances for  the  French  iflands  in 
America,  but  the  commodities 
which  com  poled  their  cargo  were 
fuliicient,  before  the  time  of  their 
failing,  to  difcover  the  fraud  and 
the  artifice.  Thefe  fufpicions  were 
quickly  confirmed  by  the  courfe 
they  held ;  and  at  the  end  of  a 
few  weeks,  it  was  not  furprizing 
to  h.ear  they  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  King's  officers  cruiz- 
ing in  the  American  feas,  who 
took  them  even  within  fight  of  the 
coafts  of  the  revolted  colonies? 
This  vigilance  was  but  too  well 
jultified  by  the  condudl  of  thofe 
who  had  the  luck  or  cunning  to 
efcape  it  ;  fince  thev  approached 
America  o.nly  to  deliver  the  rebels 
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*he  arms  and  ammunition  which 
they  had  taken  on  board  for  tht-ir 
fervice.  The  only  marks  of  thefe 
faiUs,  which  could  bs  coniidered 
only  as  manifell  breaches  of  the 
fdith  of  treaties,  muhiplied  ccnti- 
nualiy,  and  the  diligence  of  the 
King's  ambafiador  to  communicate 
his  complaints  and  proofs  to  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  did  not  leave 
liim  th?  fliameful  and  humiliating 
refource  of  appearing  ignorant  of 
what  was  carried  on,  and  daily 
repeated  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
country.  He  pointed  out  the 
names,  number,  and  quality  of 
the  lliips,  that  the  commercial 
agents  of  America  had  fitted  out 
in  the  ports  of  F'rance,  to  carry  to 
the  rebels  arms,  warlike  ftores, 
and  even  French  officers,  who  had 
engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  re- 
volted colonies.  The  dates,  places 
and  perfons  were  always  fpecified, 
with  a  precifion  thgt  afforded  the 
minifters  of  his  moll  Chriftian  Ma- 
jeity  the  greated  facility  of  being 
afTjred  of  thefe  reports,  and  of 
Hopping  ill  time  the  progrefs  of 
thefe  illicit  arm.aments.  Amongfl 
a  croud  of  examples,  which  ac- 
ctife  the  court  of  Verfailles  of  want 
of  attention  to  fulfil  the  conditions 
of  peace,  or  rather  its  conllant  at- 
tention to  nouriili  fear  and  dif- 
cord,  it  is  impoflible  to  enumerate 
them  all  ;  it  is  very  difiicult  to 
feledl  the  moft  ftriking  objeds. 
Nine  large  (hips,  fitted  out  and 
freighted  by  the  Sieur  de  Beau- 
marchais,  and  his  partners,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1777,  are  not 
confounded  with  the  Amphitrite, 
who  carried  about  the  fame  time  a 
great  quantity  of  ammunition,  and 
thirty  French  officers,  who  palled 
with  impunity  into  the  fervice  of 
the  rebels.  Every  month,  almoft 
every  day,  furnifhed  new  fubjeds 


of  complaint  ;  and  a  fliort  memo- 
rial that  Vifcount  Stormont,  the 
King's  ambafTador,  communicated 
to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  in  the 
month  of  November,  in  fame  year, 
will  give  a  jufl,  but  very  imper- 
feft  idea  of  the  wrongs  which  Bri- 
tain had  fo  often  fullained. — 
"  There  is  a  fixty  gun  fliip  at 
Rochfort,  and  an  Fail  India  fhip, 
pierced  for  fixty  guns,  at  L'Cri- 
ent.  Thefe  two  fnips  are  deftined 
for  the  fervice  of  the  rebels.  They 
are  laden  with  difl^erent  merchan- 
dize, and  freighted  by  Meffrs. 
Chaumont,  Holken,  and  Sebatier. 

The    fliip   L'Heureux,    failed 

from  Marfeilles  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, under  another  name  :  fhe 
goes  ftreight  to  New  Ilampfhire, 
ihougii  it  is  pretended  flie  is  bound 
to  the  French  iflands.  They  have 
been  permitted  to  take  on  board 
three  thoufand  mufquets,  and 
25000  pounds  of  fulphur,  a  mer- 
chandife  as  necefTary  to  the  Ame- 
ricans as  ufelefs  to  the  iflands. 
This  fhip  is  commanded  by  M. 
Lundi,  a  French  officer  of^  dif-. 
tinclion,  formerly  lieutenant  to 
M.  de  Bouganville. — L'Hippopo- 
tame,  belonging  to  the  SicurBeau- 
marchais,  will  have  on  board  four 
thoufand  mufquets,  and  many  war- 
like fi:ores  for  the  ufe  of  the  rebels. 
— There  are  about  fifty  French  fhips 
laden  with  ammunition  for  the  ufe 
of  the  rebels,  preparing  to  fail  to 
North  America.  They  will  go 
from  Nantz,  I/Orient,  St.  Malo, 
Havre,  Bourdeaux,  Bayonne,  and 
other  different  ports. — Thefe  are 
the  names  of  fome  of  the  perfop.<; 
principally  intereiled  ;  M.  Chau- 
mont, M.  Menton,  and  his  part- 
ners, &c.  &c. 

In  this  kingdom,  where  the  will 
of  the  Prince  meets  with  no  ob~ 
ftacle,  fuccours,  {0  confiderab'e,  ft> 
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public,  fo  long  fupporred  ;  in  fine, 
fo  necefTary  to  maintain  the  war  in 
America,  fhew  clearly  enough  the 
moft  fecret  intentions  of  the  rnoft 
Chriftian  King's  ininilters.  But 
they  Hill  carried  further  their  for- 
getfulnefs,  or  contempt  of  the  moll 
folemn  engagements,  and  it  was 
not  without  their  pcrmifiion  that  an 
underhand  and  dangerous  war  if- 
fued  from  the  ports  of  France,  un- 
der the  deceitful  mafk  of  peace, 
and  the  pretended  flag  of  the  Ame- 
rican colonies.  The  favourable 
reception  that  their  agenis  found 
with  the  minifters  of  the  court  of 
Verfaillej,  quickly  encouraged 
them  to  form  and  execute  the  au- 
dacious projeft  of  eftabiifhing  a 
place  of  arms  in  the  country,  which 
had  ferved  them  for  an  afylum. 
They  had  brought  with  them,  or 
knew  how  to  fabricate  letters  of 
marque,  in  the  name  of  the  Ame- 
rican Congrefs,  who  had  the  im- 
pudence to  afuip  all  the  rights 
of  fovereignty.  The  partnerfhip, 
whofe  interelled  views  eafily  em- 
barked in  all  their  defigns,  fitted 
out  fhips  that  they  had  either 
built  or  purchafed.  They  armed 
them  to  cruize  in  the  European 
feas,  nay,  even  on  the  coafls  of 
Great  Britain.  To  fave  appear- 
ances, the  captains  of  thefe  cor- 
fairs  hoifted  the  pretended  Ame- 
rican flag,  but  their  crews  were  al- 
ways compofed  of  a  great  number 
of  Frenchmen,  who  entered,  with 
impunity,  under  the  very  eyes  of 
their  governors  and  the  officers  of 
the  maritime  provinces.  A  nume- 
rous fwarm  of  thefe  corfairs,  ani- 
mated by  a  fport  of  rapine,  failed 
from  the  ports  of  France,  and  after 
cruifing  in  the  Britifli  feas,  re-en- 
tered, or  took  (helttr  in  the  fame 
ports.     Thither  they  brought  their 


prizes,  and  under  a  rude,  weak 
artifice^  which  they  fometimes 
vouch  fa  fed  to  employ,  the  prizes 
were  fold  publicly  and  commo- 
dioufly  enough,  in  the  fight  of  the 
royal  officers,  always  diipofed  to 
proteft  the  commerce  of  ihofe  trad- 
ers, who  violated  the  law?,  to  con- 
form to  the  French  miniftry.  The 
corfairs  enriched  themfelves  with 
the  fpoils  of  the  King's  fubjefts  ; 
and  after  having  profited  of  full 
liberty  to  repair  their  lofies,  pro- 
vide for  their  wants,  and  procure 
all  warlike  ftores,  gunpowder,  can- 
non, and  rigging,  which  might 
ferve  for  new  enterprizes,  they 
departed  freely  from  the  fame  ports, 
to  make  new  cruizes.  The  hiftory 
of  the  Reprifal  privateer  may  be 
cited  from  a  crowd  of  examples, 
to  fet  the  unjuft,  but  fcarcely  ar- 
tificial, conduft  of  the  court  of 
Verfailles  in  a  clear  light.  This 
fhip,  which  had  brought  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, agent  of  the  revolted  colonies, 
to  Europe,  was  received,  with  two 
prizes  fhe  had  taken  in  her  paf- 
fage.  She  remained  in  the  port 
ofNantz,  as  long  as  fhe  thought 
convenient ;  put  twice  to  fea  to 
plunder  the  King's  fubjeils,  and 
came  quietly  into  L'Orient  with 
the  new  prizes  fhe  had  made. 

Notwithflanding  the  flrongefl  re- 
prefentation  of  the  King's  ambaf- 
iador ;  notwithflanding  the  mofl 
folemn  afTurances  of  the  French 
minillers,  the  captain  of  that  cor- 
fair  was  permitted  to  flay  at 
L'Orient  as  long  as  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  refit  his  fhip,  to  provide 
fixty  barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  to 
receive  as  many  French  feamen, 
as  chofe  to  engage  with  him.  Fur- 
nifhed  with  thefe  reinforcements, 
the  reprifal  failed  a  third  time 
from  the  ports  of  their  new  allies, 
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and  prefently  formed  a  little  fqua- 
dron  of  pirates,  by  the  concerted 
jundion  of  the  Lexing  on  and  the 
Dolphin,  two  privateers  ;  the  firft 
of  which  had  already  carried  more 
than  one  prize  into  the  river  of 
Bourdeaux ;  and  the  other,  fitted 
out  at  Nantz,  and  manned  entirely 
by  Frenchmen,  had  nothing  Ame- 
rican, but  the  commander.  Thefe 
three  ihips,  which  fo  publicly  en- 
joyed the  protedlion  of  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  in  a  fhort  time  after- 
wards took  fifteen  Britini  Ihips,  the 
greateft  part  of  which  were  brought 
int )  the  ports  of  France,  and  fe- 
cretly  fold. — Such  fads,  which  it 
would  be  eafy  to  multiply.  Hand 
infteaci  of  reafonings  and  reproaches. 
The  faith  of  treaties  cannot  avoid 
being  called  upon,  on  this  occa- 
fion  ;  and  it  is  not  neceiTary  to 
fhevv  that  an  allied,  or  even  a 
neutral  power,  can  ever  permit 
war,  without  violating  peace.  The 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations, 
will,  doubdefs,  refufe  to  the  am- 
baffador  of  the  moll  refpedable 
power  that  privilege  of  arming 
privateers,  which  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles granted  under-hand,  in  the 
very  bofom  of  France,  to  the 
agents  of  rebels.  In  the  French 
iflands,  the  public  tranquility  was 
violated  in  a  manner  yet  more  au- 
dacious ;  and  notwithltanding  the 
change  of  the  governor,  the  ports 
of  Mariinico  ferved  always  as  a 
fhelter  to  corfairs  who  cruized  un- 
der American  colours,  but  manned 
by  Frenchmen.  Mr.  Bangham, 
agent  for  the  rebels,  who  fnjoyed 
the  favour  and  confidence  of  two 
fucceffive  governors  of  Martinico, 
direded  the  arming  of  thofe  pri- 
vateers, and  the  public  fale  of  their 
prizes.  Two  merchant  fhips,  the 
Lancalhire   Hero,    and    the   Irilh 
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Gambler,  which  were  taken  by  the 
Revenge,  allures,  that  out  of  her 
crew,  confining  of  125  men,  there 
were  but  two  Americans;  and  that 
the  owner,  who  at  the  fame  time 
was  proprietor  of  eleven  other  pri- 
vateers, acknowledged  himfelf  to 
be  an  inhabitant  of  Martinico, 
where  he  was  looked  upon  as  the 
favourite,  and  the  fecret  agent  of 
the  governor  himfelf. 

In  the  midfi:  of  all  thefe  ads  of 
holtility,  (which  it  is  impofiible 
to  call  by  any  other  name)  tiie 
court  of  Verfailles  continued  al- 
ways to  fpeak  the  language  of 
peace  and  amity,  and  its  minifters 
exhaulled  all  the  fources  of  artifice 
and  dilTimulation,  to  lull  the  jufi: 
complaints  of  Great  Britain,  to 
deceive  her  jull  fufpicions,  and  to 
flop  the  effeds  of  her  juft  rcfent- 
ment.  From  the  firit  rera  of  the 
American  troubles,  to  the  moment 
of  a  declaration  of  war  by  the 
Marquis  de  Noailles,  the  miniilers 
of  the  moil  Chriftian  King  never 
ceafed  to  renew  the  ftrongell  and 
moll:  expreffive  proteflations  of  their 
pacific  difpofitions ;  and  however 
the  common  condud  of  the  court 
of  Verfailles  was  adapted  to  infpire 
a  jurt  doubt,  yet  his  Majelly's  juft 
heart  furnifhed  him  with  powerful 
motives  to  believe,  that  France  had 
at  length  adopted  a  fyfi:em  of  mo- 
deration and  peace,  which  would 
perpetuate  the  foiid  and  reciprocal 
happinefs  of  the  two  nations.  The 
miniilers  of  the  court  of  Verfailles 
endeavoured  to  excufe  the  arrival 
and  refidence  of  the  rebels  agent, 
by  the  ftrongell  alTurances,  that  he 
found  only  a  fimple  afylum  in 
France,  without  either  diftindion 
or  encouragement. 

The  freedom  of  commerce,  and 
the  third  of  gain,  ferve  fometimes 
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as    pretexts  to   cover  the  illegiti- 
mate   defigns    of    the    fubjeds    of 
France  ;  and  at  a  time  when  they 
vainly  alleHged  the  impotence  of 
the  laws  to  prevent  ahufes,  which 
neighbouring  Hates  know  fo   well 
how  to  fupprefs,  they  condemned, 
with  every  appearance  of  iincerity, 
the    tranfportation    of    arms     and 
ammunition,   which  ftie  permitted 
with  impunity,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  rebels.     To  the  firft  reprefenta- 
tion     of    the    Pving's    ambafTador 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  privateers, 
■which  were  fitted  out  in  the  ports 
of  France  under  American  colours, 
the  minifters  of  his  mofl:  Chrillian 
Majefty   replied,    v;ith   expreffions 
of  furprife  and  indign-ation,  and  by 
a    poiitive    declaration,    that    at- 
tetnpts,  fo  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  the  public  tranquili- 
ty, fluould  never  be  fuffered.     The 
train  of  events,  of  which  a  fmail 
number  hath  been  fnewn,  foon  ma- 
nifefted  the  inconftancy,  or  rather 
the  falfehood  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  ;    and  the  King's   ambaifa- 
<lor  was  ordered  to  reprefent  to  the 
French  minillers    the  ferious,  ,but 
inevitable    confequences    of    their 
policy.    He  fulfilled  his  commilTion 
with  all  the  confideration   due    to 
a  refpedtable   power,   the   preferv- 
ation   of  whofe  friendlTiip  was  de- 
iired,   but  with  a  friendfliip  worthy 
of  a  Sovereign,  and  a  nation  little 
accuftomed  to  do,  or  to  fuffer  in- 
jufiice.       The   court  of  Verfailles 
was  called  upon  to  explain  its  con- 
duft,    and   its   intentions,  without 
delay   or   evafion  ;  and   the   King 
propofed   to   it    the  alternative  of 
peace  or  war. — France  chofe  peace, 
in  order  to  wound  her  enemy  more 
furely  and  fecretly,  without  having 
pny  thing   to  dread    from  her  juf- 
xjce.      She     feyerely    condemned 
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thofe  fuccours  and  thofe  armaments, 
that  the  principles  of  public  equity 
would  not  permit  her  to  juttify. 
She  declared  to  the  King's  am- 
baflador,  that  (he  was  refolved  to 
banilh  the  American  corfairs  im- 
mediately from  all  the  ports  of 
France,  never  to  return  aqain ; 
and  that  fhe  would  take,  in  fu- 
ture, the  mofl:  rigorous  precautions 
to  prevent  the  fa!e  of  prizes  taken 
from  the  fubje^ts  of  Great  Britain. 
The  orders  given  to  that  efFetl 
allonifhed  the  partizans  of  the  re- 
bels, and  feemed  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  the  evil  ;  but  fubjefts 
of  complaint  fprung  up  again  dai- 
ly ;  and  the  manner  in  which  thefe 
orders  were  firft  eluded,  then  vio- 
lated, and  a:  length  entirely'  for- 
gotten, by  the  merchants,  privai. 
tecrs,  nay,  even  by  the  royal  cfH- 
cers,  were  not  excufable  by  the 
proteftations  of  friendfnip,  with 
which  the  court  of  Verfajlles  ac^ 
companied  thofe  infraftions  of 
peace,  until  the  very  moment  that 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  which  ic 
had  figned  with  the  agents  of  the 
revolted  American  colonies,  was 
announced  by  the  French  ambaiTa^r 
dor  in  London. 

If  a  foreign  enemy,  acknow- 
ledged by  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 
had  conquered  the  King's  Ameri- 
can dominions,  and  if  France  had 
confirmed  by  a  folemn  treaty,  an 
aft  of  violence,  that  had  plundered 
in  the  midli  of  a  profound  peace, 
a  refpeftable  neighbour,  of  whom 
fne  liiled  hcrfelf  the  friend  and 
ally,  all  Europe  would  ftand  up 
agamft  the  injultice  of  a  conduft 
which  iliamefully  violated  all  that 
is  moil  facrcd  among  men.  The 
firft  difcovery,  the  uninterrupted 
pofiefi^ion  of  two  hundred  years, 
^nd    the   confent   of  all   nations, 
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were  fufficicnt  to  afcertaln  the 
rights  of  Great  Britain  over  the 
lands  of  North  America,  and  its 
fovereignty  over  the  people  that 
had  fettled  there  with  the  permif- 
iion,  and  under  the  government  of 
the  King's  predeceflbrs.  If  even 
this  people  had  dared  to  fliake  oft" 
the  yoke  of  authority,  or  rather  of 
the  laws,  if  they  had  ufurped  the 
provinces  and  prerogatives  of  their 
Sovereign  ;  and  if  they  had  foupht 
the  alliance  of  firar.gers  to  (up- 
port  their  pretended  independence ; 
thofe  ftrangers  could  not  accept 
their  alliance,  ratify  their  ufurpa- 
tions,  and  acknowledge  their  in- 
dependence, without  fuppofing  that 
re-volt  hath  more  extenfive  rights 
than  thofe  of  'zvar  ;  and  without 
granting  to  rebellious  fuhjeiSts  a 
lawful  title  to  conquell,  which  they 
could  not  have  made  but  in  con- 
tempt of  both  law  and  jullice.  The 
fecret  enemies  of  peace,  of  Great 
Britain,  and  perhaps  of  France 
herfelf,  had  neverthelefs  the  cri- 
minal dexterity  to  perfuade  his 
moil  Chrirtian  Majefty,  that  he 
could,  without  violating  the  faith 
of  treaties,  publicly  declare,  that 
he  received  the  revolted  fuLjefts  of 
a  King,  his  neighbour  and  ally, 
into  the  number  of  his  allies.  The 
profelhons  of  frier.dlhip  which  ac- 
companied that  declaration,  which 
the  Marquis  de  Noaiiles  was  or- 
dered to  make  to  the  court  of  Lon- 
don, only  ferve  to  aggravate  the 
injury  by  the  iufult  ;  and  it  was 
referved  for  France  to  boail;  of  pa- 
cific difpofitions  in  the  very  in- 
ftant  that  her  ambition  inftigated 
her  to  execute  and  avow  an  aft  of 
perfidy,  unexampled  in  the  hiftory 
of  nations.  Yet,  fuch  as  the  court 
of  Ver failles  dares  allow  itfelf  to 
afe,     "  Yet  it  would  be  wrong  to 
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believe  that  the  acknowledgment 
that  the  King  has  ma^de  of  the  in- 
dependence ot  the  Thirteen  United 
States  of  North  America,  is  what 
has  enraged  the  King  of  England  : 
that  Prince  is,  without  doubt,  not 
ignorant  of  all  the  examples  of  the 
like  kind  that  the  Britifh  annals, 
even  of  his  own  reign,  do  fur- 
nifb." — But  thefe  pretended  ex- 
amples do  not  exill. — The  King 
never  acknowledged  the  independ- 
ence of  a  people,  who  had  fhaken 
off  the  yoke  of  their  lawful  Prince; 
it  is  doubtlefs  very  afflidling  that 
the  minillers  of  his  mod  Chriftian 
Majefty,  have  cheated  the  piety  of 
their  Sovereign,  to  cover,  with  fo 
refpettable  a  name,  affcrtions  with- 
out any  foundation  or  likelihood, 
which  are  contradifted  by  the  me- 
mory of  all  Europe. 

At  the  commencement  of  the 
difputes  which  arofe  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  the  court 
of  Verf^illes  declared,  that  it  did 
not  pretend  to  be  a  judge  of  the 
quarrel,  and  its  ignorance  of  the 
principles  of  the  Britifh  conflitu- 
tion,  a.s  well  as  the  privileges  and 
obligations  of  the  colonies,  ought 
to  have  engaged  it  to  perfift  al- 
ways in  fuch  a  wife  and  modefl: 
declaration,  that  would  have  fpar- 
ed  it  the  fhame  of  tranfcribing  the 
manifeftos  of  the  American  Con- 
grefs,  and  of  pronouncing  now, 
"  That  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  London  had  compelled  its 
antient  colonies  to  have  recourfe  to 
arms  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
rights,  their  privileges,  and  their 
liberty."  Thefe  vain  pretenfions 
have  been  already  refuted  in  the 
moft  convincing  manner,  and  the 
rights  of  Great  Britain  over  that 
revolted  people,  her  benefaftions, 
and  her  long  patience,  have  been 
already 
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already  proved  by  reafon  and  by 
fafts.  It  is  fufficient  here  to  re- 
mark, that  France  cannot  take  any 
advantage  of  the  injulHce  with 
right,  and  in    faft  is  the  objed  of 


to  own,  that  the  mediation  was 
offered  to  it  by  the  minillers  of 
the  Catholic  King,  and  it  claims 
no  other  merit,  than  that  of  hav- 
ing fliown,  on  all  occafjons,  a  live- 


difpute.  And  the  King's  dignity  ly  and  fincere  inclination  to  deli- 
wili  not  permit  him  to  accept  of  ver  its  fubjefts,  nay  even  its  ene- 
thofe  propoi'als,  which,  from  the  mies  from  the  fcourge  of  war. 
very  beginning  of  a  negociation.  The  conduft  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
grants  all  that  can  fatisfy  the  am-  drid,  during  that  negociation,  foon 
bition  of  the  rebellious  Americans,  fliewed  th2  King  that  a  mediator, 
whilll  they  exaft  from  his  Ma-  who  forgets  his  own  dearelt  in- 
jefty,  without  any  ftipulaticn  in  terefts,  to  give  himfelf  up  to  the 
his  favour,  that  he  fhould  defift,  ambition,  or  refentment  of  a  fo- 
for  a  long  or  indefinite  term,  from  reign  power,  mull  be  incapable  of 
his  moil  lawful  pretfnfions.  It  propoung  a  fafe  or  honourable  ac- 
is    true,    the    court   of    Verfailles  commodation.       Experience     con- 


vouch  fafed    to    con  fen  t,    that    the 

court  of  London  might  treat  with 

the    Congrefs,    either  direflly,    or 

by  the  intervention  of  the  King  of 

Spain.       His     Majefly,    certainly, 

will  not  fo  much  demean    himfelf    King  offered,  with  the  moll  difm- 

as  to  complain   of  that  infolence,     terelted  profeffions,   his  capital,  his 


firmed  thefe  fufpicions  ;  the  unjull 
and  inadmiffible  fcheme  jufl  men- 
tioned, was  the  fole  fruit  of  this 
mediation.  In  the  fame  inllant 
that  the  minillers  of  the  Catholic 


which  feems  to  grant  him,  as  a 
favour,  the  permifTion  of  treating 
diredlly  with  his  rebellious  fub- 
jefts.  But  the  Americans  them- 
felves  are   not  blinded   by  pallion 


good  oitices,  his  guaranty,  to  faci- 
litate the  conckifion  of  the  treaty, 
they  fuffered  to  appear  from  the 
bottom  of  obfcurity  new  fubjefts 
for  difcuiTing,   particularly  relative 


and  prejudice,  they  will  fee  clearly  to  Spain,  but  upon  which  they  al- 
io the  conduft  of  France,  that  ways  re',  Ted  to  explain  themfelves. 
their  new  allies  will  foon  become  His  Majeily's  refufal  to  accede  to 
their  tyrants,  and  that  that  pretend-  the  ultbnatmn  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
ed  independence,  purchafed  at  the  drid,  was  accompanied  with  all  con- 
price  of  fo  much  mifery  and  venient  precautions  and  refpeft  ; 
blood,  will  be  foon  fubjefted  to  and,  unlefs  that  court  will  arro- 
the  defpotic  will  of  a  foreign  gate  to  itfelf  a  right  to  diftate  con- 
court,  ditions  of  peace  to  an  independent 
If  France  could  verify  that  ea-  and  refpedable  neighbour,  there 
gernefs  which  Ihe  attributes  to  the  was  nothing  paJTed  in  thatconjunc- 
court  of  London,  to  feek  the  me-  ture,  whi;:h  ought  to  have  altered 
diation  of  Spain,  a  like  eagernefs  the  harmony  of  the  two  crowns, 
v/ould  ^txy^  to  prove  the  King's  But  the  offenfive  meafures  of  Spain, 
juft  confidence  in  the  goodnefs  of  which  Ihe  could  never  cloath  with 
his  caufe,  and  his  efteem  for  a  ge-  the  faireit  appearances  of  equity, 
nerous  nation  which  hath  always  will  foon  fliow  that  fhe  had  al- 
defpifed  fraud  and  perfidy.  But  ready  taken  her  refolutions  ;  had 
the  court  of  London  was  obliged  been  inlligated  by  the  French  mi- 

niftry. 
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nirtiy,  who  had  only  retarded  the 
declaration  ot  the  coarc  of  Madrid, 
from  ihe  hope  of  giving  a  mortal 
blow  to  the  honour  and  interelt  of 
Great  Britain  under  the  mafic  of 
friendfliip. 

Such  are  the  unjull  and  amhi- 
tioDs  enemies,  who  have  dcipiied 
the  faith  of  treaties,  to  violate  the 
public  tranquility,  and  againil 
whom  the  King  now  defends  the 
rights  of  his  crown  and  people. 
I'he'  event  is  yet  in  the  hands  of 
the  Almighty  ;  but  his  Majefty, 
who  relies  upon  the  divine  pro- 
tctition,  with  a  firm  but  humble 
alTurance,  is  perfuaded  that  the 
wifhes  of  Europe  will  fupport  the 
juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  applaud 
the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  which 
have  no  other  objeft  than  to  ^fta- 
blLih  the  repofe  of  nations  on  a  fo- 
lid  and  unfliaken  bans. 

But  France  herfeif  appears  to 
feel  the  weaknefs,  the  danger,  and 
the  indecency  of  thefe  pretenfions ; 
when,  in  the  declaration  of  the 
Marquis  de  Noailles,  as  well  as  in 
her  laft  manifetlo,  (he  quits  her 
hold  on  the  right  of  independence: 
fhe  is  content  to  maintain,  that  the 
revolted  colonics  enjoy  in  fail,  that 
independence  they  have  bellowed 
on  themfelves  ;  that  even  England 
herfeif,  in  {o:tiQ  fort  acknowledges 
it,  in  fuftering  acls  of  fovereignty 
to  fubfiit  ;  and  that  therefore 
France,  without  any  violence  of 
peace,  might  conclude  a  treaty  of 
friendfliip  and  commerce  with  the 
United  States  of  North  America. 
—  Let  us  fee  in  what  manner 
Great  Britain  had  acknowledoed 
that  independence,  equally  imagi- 
nary in  right,  as  in  faft.  Two 
years  had  not  yet  elapfed  from 
the  day  in  which  the  rebels  de- 
clared their  criminal  refolution  of 


fiiaking  oft  the  yoke  of  their  mo- 
ther country  ;  and  that  time  had 
been  occupied  by  th^  events  of  a 
bloody  and  obllinate  war.  Suc- 
cefs  had  hung  in  fufpence,  but  the 
King's  army,  which  poffefled  the 
moll  important  maritime  towns, 
continue  always  to  menace  the  in- 
terior provinces.  The  Englilli  flag 
reigned  over  all  the  American  Teas, 
and  the  re-eftablifliment  of  a  law- 
ful dependence,  was  fixed  as  the 
indifpenfible  condition  of  the  peace, 
which  G;eat  Britain  offered  to  her 
revolted  fubje£ts,  whoCe  rights, 
priyileges,  nay  even  whofe  preju- 
dices fhe  refpefted.  The  court  of 
Verfailles,  which  announced,  with 
fo  much  opennefs  and  fimplicity, 
the  treaty  figned  with  the  pretended 
States  of  America,  which  it  found 
in  an  independent  fituation,  had 
alone  contributed,  by  its  clan- 
deftine  fuccours,  to  foment  the  fire 
of  revolt ;  and  it  was  the  dread  of 
peace  that  engaged  France  to  em- 
ploy the  rumour  of  that  alliance, 
as  the  raoll;  effeftual  means  to  in- 
flame the  minds  of  the  people  who 
began  already  to  open  their  eyes 
upon  the  unfortunate  confequences 
of  the  revolt,  the  tyranny  of  their 
new  leaders,  and  the  paternal  dif- 
pofition  of  their  lawful  Sovereign. 

Under  fuch  circumftances  it  is 
impofllble,  without  infulting  in 
too  grofs  a  manner  both  truth  and 
reafon,  to  deny  that  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Marquis  of  Noailles,  of 
the  13th  of  March,  1778,  ought 
to  be  received  as  a  true  declaration 
of  war  on  the  part  of  the  moft 
Chriftian  King  ;  and  the  afTurances 
*'  that  he  had  taken  eventual  mea- 
fures,  in  concert  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  maintain  a 
freedom  of  commerce,"  which  had 
To  often  excited  the  j  ult  complai  n ts of 

Great 
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Great  Britain,  authorifed  the  King, 
from  that  moment,  to  rank  France 
in    the    number    of  his    enemies. 
The  court  of  Verfailles  could  not 
avoid     acknowledging     that     the 
King  of  England,    afier    having 
**  recalled    his    ambaffador,     de- 
rounced    to    his    parliament     the 
meafures  taken  by  his  Majefty,  as 
an  ii&.  of  hoiulity,  as  a  formal  and 
premeditated   aggreffion."      Such 
was,  indeed,  tlu-  declaration  which 
both  honour  and  julVice  demanded 
from    the    King,    and    which    he 
communicated,  without  delay,  to 
the  minifters  of  the  different  courts 
of  Europe,  to  juftify  before-hand 
the  effefts  of  a  lav/ful  refenrment. 
From  thence  it  is  ufelefs  to  feck  for 
orders,  that  were  fent  to  the  Ealt- 
Indies,  to  remark  the  precife  day 
when   the   fleets   of    England    or 
France    quitted     their    refpeftive 
ports,    or    to    fcrutinize    into    the 
circumftances  of  the   aftion  vvitli 
the  Bdle  Poule,  and  the  taking  two 
other  frigates,  which  were  atftually 
carried   oif  in    fight   of  the   very 
coaft  of  France.     Hence    the    re- 
proach made  to  the  King  of  hav- 
ing fo  long  fufpended  a  formal  de- 
claration of  war,  vanilhcs  of  itlelf. 
Thefe    declarations   are    only   the 
meafures   that   nations  have  reci- 
procally    agreed    on,      to     avoid 
treachery   and    furprife ;    but    the 
ceremonies    which    announce    the 
terrible  exchange  of  peace  for  v;ar, 
the  heralds  declarations  and  mani- 
feftos  are  not  always  necefliiry,  are 
not  always  alike.    The  dt-claraiion 
of  the  Marquis  de  Noailles  v.'as  a 
fignal   of  the  public  iufradlion  of 
the  peace.    The  King  direiily  pra- 
claimed  to  all  nations  that  he  ac- 
cepted the  war  .which  France  of- 
fered ;  the  lad  proceedings  of  his 
Msjefty  were  rather  the  fpring  of 


his  prudence,  than  his  juflice,  and 
Europe  may  now  judge  if  the  court 
of  London  wanted  means  to  "juf- 
tify a  declaration  of  war,  and  if 
fhe  did  not  dare  to  accufe  France, 
publicly,  of  being  the  aggrcflor." 


Three  Memorials  from  the  Dutch 
Merchants  to  the  States  General, 
prcfenied  Sept.  \zth,    1 7 7  S . 

To  their  High  Pvlightinefies  the 
States  General  of  the  United 
Province?. 

A     MEMORIAL, 

Refpedfully  deli-vered  from  the  Mer- 
chants, Proprietors  of  VeJJcls,  and 
Exchange  Infurers,  of  the  Toujn 
of  Ainjterdum. 

"^  H  A  T  it  cannot  be  unknown 
to  your  H'igh  Mightincffes 
in  what  manner,  for  theie  feveral 
v/ecks  part,  a  confiderable  number 
of  veflels  belonging  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  republic,  bound  for 
the  ports  of  France,  have  been 
flopped  in  their  palliige  by  the 
fnips  of  his  Britannic  Majefly,  and 
other  commillioned  vcflels  belong- 
ing to  his  fubitcTts ;  and  that,  al- 
though our  captains  have  proved 
that  their  fhips  belonged  to  the 
fubje£ls  of  this  republic,  and  were 
not  laden  with  contraband  goods, 
they  have,  notwithftanding,  been 
fsized  and  conduced  into  the  dif- 
ferent ports  of  Great  Britain, 
where  they  are  yet  detained,  with- 
out the  letters  of  recommendation 
written  to  Count  Welderen,  your 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Pleni- 
potentiary at  the  court  of  Great 
Britain,  and  granted  by  your 
High  Mightineffes  at  the  folicita- 
tioqs  of  many  perfojis  interefted  in 

the 
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the  above  vefTels,  in  order  to  re- 
cldim  and  elieiil  their  fpeedy  en- 
lar^emenr,  having  produced  ihe 
leall  eifi-ft,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Englifli  coiidnae  to  feize  our 
vtiiVIs  more  than  ever,  which  fecms 
to  announce  a  plan  formed  by  the 
Er;gii(h  naiioi.  to  totally  prevent 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  republic 
with  the  poris  of  France. 

That,  in  confequence,  if  thefe 
proceedings  of  the  BritiCi  nation 
continue,  they  will,  no  doubt, 
operate  to  the  total  ruin  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  this 
republic  in  general,  and  alfo  to 
the  ruin  of  feveral  private  per- 
fons  interelled  therein,  either  as 
proprietors  of  the  veffels,  or  of  the 
cargoes,  or  as  infurers,  and  which 
will  occfifioa  them  a  confiderable 
injury. 

From  thefe  confiderations  your 
memorialifts  have  judged  it  ne- 
celfary  to  lay  their  injuries,  as  le- 
gal as  well  founded,  b;;foie  your 
High  Mightinefles,  and  to  implore 
your  relief.  The  memorialilh  con- 
i\dtr  it  as  fuperfluous  lo  endevour 
to  prove  more  amply  to  your  High 
M'ghtineffes  the  injufcice  of  fuch 
feizuiesand  detentions,  fince  it  is 
known  to  you,  that  by  the  naval 
treaty  concluded  between  the  court 
of  Gieat  Britain  and  the  republic, 
on  the  iith  of  December,  167/}., 
the  following,  as  the  firll  article, 
is  llipulated;  "  that  it  fliall  be 
peFmitC(d,  and  is  legal,  for  the 
iubjecls  of  the  refpedlive  nations  to 
navigate  ^i-ith  liberty  and  Jofity,  to 
deal  and  negotiate  in  all  kingdoms 
and  countries^  where  the  refpedtive 
Sovereigns  are  at  peace,  neutra- 
lity and  frlendftiip,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  their  navigation  and 
commerce  may  be  neither  hinder- 
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cd  or  molefted,  neither  by  any 
violence  of  people  who  carry  on 
war,  nor  by  the  fhips  of  war  or 
other  vefTels  whatfoever,  under 
pretence  of  any  hoftility  or  malice 
which  may  arife  between  one  of 
the  fovereign  powers  and  the  na- 
tions with  which  the  other  is  in 
peace  or  neutrality." 

And  this  liberty  of  navigation 
and  commerce  is  alfo  determined 
by  the  fecond  article  of  the  fame 
treaty,  by  which  it  is  agreed, 
"  not  to  fufFsr  that  it  ihall  be 
made  the  leail  hindrance  of  any 
branch  of  commerce,  on  account, 
or  by  reafon  of  a  war ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  to  extend  this  liberty  to 
all  forts  of  merchandize,  which 
was  accullomed  to  be  fold  in  times 
of  peace,  excepting  only  goods 
comprized  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  contraband,  and  which  are 
fpecified  by  a  fubfeqaent  arti- 
cle." 

Your  High  MightinefTes  are  not 
lefs  ignorant,  that  by  the  point  or 
article  fixed  on,  and  concluded  the 
30th  of  Dec.  1675,  at  the  Hague, 
between  Sir  William  Temple,  am- 
baifador  extraordinary  from  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
deputies  of  your  High  Mighti- 
nelfes,  it  is  (pecially  explained, 
"  that  the  true  fenfe  of  the  above 
articles  of  the  treaty  concluded  the 
nth  of  December,  1674,  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  that  fince  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  above  articles,  the 
veff.'ls  and  fhips  belonging  to  the 
fubjecls  of  the  two  contrafting 
powers,  fliould  and  may  na'vigaie, 
trade,  and  negotiate,  not  only  itom 
a  neutral  place  to  a  place  at  war 
with  cither  of  the  two  nations,  but 
from  a  place  at  war  to  a  neutral 
place,  whether  or  not  the  two 
places  belong  to  the  fame  Sove- 
reign 
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reign  or  State,  or  to  different 
States  and  Sovereigns  with  which 
either  of  the  two  contrafting  pow- 
ers may  be  at  war." 

It  will  not  be  difficult  for  your 
jnemorialifts  to  prove  in  the  mort 
convincing  manner,  as  well  by  fo- 
lid  reafons,  as  by  the  authority  of 
the  befl  authors,  who  have  written 
on  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
judgment  of  civilized  States  in 
c;pneral,  as  alfo  by  the  comiTion 
rights  of  n.en,  and  without  the 
receffity  of  any  treaty  or  alliance; 
that  in  cafe  of  war  between  two 
powers,  the  fubjecls  of  that  State 
in  peace  or  neutrality  with  the 
belligerent  powers,  ought  to  en- 
joy the  liberty  of  an  uninterrupted 
commerce,  and  without  being  tied 
down  by  all  the  powers  who  are  at 
war,  and  without  meeting  with 
the  leafl;  obllacle  under  any  pre- 
text whatever  ;  except  in  cafes 
where  neutral  nations  would  fupply 
the  belligerant  powers  with  war- 
like ftores  or  other  contraband 
goods,  or  are  endeavouring  to  nego- 
tiate with  places  befieged  or  block- 
aded. 

Your  memorialifts,  therefore, 
confider  it  as  fuperfluous  to  call 
your  attention  to  fuch  an  object, 
feeing  that  the  law  of  nations  hath 
obtained  the  ftriikll  fandion  by 
the  treaty  concluded  between  this 
republic  and  England.  That  con- 
lequently  it  is  not  a  quefticn  what 
ought  to  be  the  cafe  between  two 
rations  who  have  not  any  reci- 
procal allianc^,  but  that  it  is  only 
to  be  confidered,  what  tieaiment 
the  inhabitants  of  this  republic 
have  a  right  to  expesEl  on  the  part 
of  the  fubjetSls  of  Great  Britain, 
fince  the  alledged  treaty  ftill  fub- 
fifls,  and  was  concluded  on,  as  it 
is  well  known  to  your  High  Pt'iigh- 


tineffe;;,  in  a  time  when  this  ftate 
was  at  war  with  France;  and  that 
confequently  it  was  principally  dic- 
tated by  the  Englilh,  in  order  to 
procure  them  a  free  na-jigation  to 
and  from  the  Je^veral  ports  of  Frajice. 
Since  then  the  Englilh  nation 
were  the  firft  who  reaped  the  fruits 
of  that  convention,  they  ought 
not  to  prevent  the  iubjefts  of  this 
republic  from  profiting  in  their 
turn  of  the  advantages  of  a  free  na- 
vigation and  commerce,  which 
they  ftipulated  in  themfelves,  and 
which  they  have  enjoyed  as  they 
have  found  it  convenient.  And 
tliis  objedlion  ought  to  appear  the 
better  founded,  as  the  ftipulations 
in  the  treaty  agreeing  with  the 
law  of  nations,  ought  to  be  a  con- 
fid  eration  of  the  greateft  weight 
with  a  nation  which  would  wifli  to 
preferve  any  pretenfions  to  reafon 
and  equity,  and  that  would  not 
violate  in  any  point  the  faith  of  a 
treaty  fo  folemn  as  the  above-men- 
tioned. 

The  memorialifts,  therefore, 
hope,  that  by  the  efficacy  of  thefe 
reafons,  the  injuftice  will  appear 
to  your  High  Mightineffes,  as 
well  of  making  thofe  prizes  as  the 
manner  of  carrying  away  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  re- 
public, navigated  from  a  third 
place  to  the  ports  of  France,  or 
from  one  port  of  the  fame  kingdom 
to  another,  without  confidering 
what  or  who  he  is,  who  ought  lo 
be  confidered  as  proprietor  of  the 
cargo. 

That  this  injuftice  carries  fuch 
a  demonllrative  proof,  that  neither 
the  proprietors  nor  the  fharers  of 
the  vefi'els  OKght,  on  that  head,  to 
begin  making  by  inilituting  a  pro- 
cels ;  but  chat  it  belongs  to  his  Bri-^ 
tannic  Majejiy  to  give  immediate  or- 
ders, 
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tiers,  as  ivell  to  the  co7nmnnders  ofjkips 
cf  ijjar  as  to  thofe   of  the  letters  of 
marque,  that  they  7io  longer  caufe  the 
lea  ft  injury,   nor   anv  longer  Jeize  the 
Jhips  or  'uejjils  belonging  to  this  State  ; 
hut,   on  the  contrary,   that  they  Jhall 
be   bound  directly    to   repair   the  in- 
juries  already   done,   and  make   good 
the  damages  already  fujlained,   fmce 
they   can    no    longer    pretend    the 
neceflity  of  a  judicial  examination, 
before  having    decided    previoufly 
on  the  validity  of  the  captures,  and 
that  it  is  othcrvvife  evident,  or  at 
leaft  ought  to  be  fo,   that  the  com- 
miffion  for   feizing  the   ihips   and 
efFccls  belonging    to    an     enemy, 
canaot  concern    the   fubjedls  of  a 
power  with  whom  they  are  bound 
by  treaty,  and  according  to  which 
the     navigation     and      commerce 
(hould  be  free;  and   that  there  is, 
befides,     a    right    that    the    ihip 
fhould  proteft  the  cargo;  nothing 
being  fo  certain,   that  in  fuch  cir- 
cumitances,    the    leaft  obltrudion 
given  to  a  fhip  is  an  act  of  the  moll: 
daring   injuftice;   that   of  courfe, 
the  dangerous  con  fequences  brought 
on   by   fo  flagrant    a  violation  of 
the  law  of  nations   cannot   be  re- 
paired, although   the  Ihips  Ibould 
be    afterwards    releafed,    and    da- 
mages fhould  be  awarded. 

Befides  the  juftice  of  thefe  afier- 
tions,  and  the  validity  of  thefe 
complaints,  the  taking  of  Ihips 
bound  for  the  ports  of  France, 
not  only  induces  your  memorialifts 
to  folicit  your  High  Mip;htinei]es 
to  interpofe,  and  even  to  injj/l  on 
immediate  reparation  for  damages 
already  fuftamed,  and  fecarity  for 
what  may  accrue.  Your  memo- 
rialiils  alfo  cannot  difpenfe  with 
refpeftfuliy  laying  open  to  your 
High  MightinefTes  the  lamentable 
conlequences  which  will  refult  to 
the  merchants^  and  of  courfe  to 
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the  flate  in  general,  in  cafe  the 
veffels  and  fhips  of  the  fubjefts  of 
this  republic  cannot  be  guarded 
againll  what  are  little  fhort  oi ads 
cf  piracy. 

In    efFed,    the     feizure    of   the 
fliips  not  only  occafions  to  the  pro- 
prietors a  prejudice  and  confider- 
able  damage,   and   opprefles   them 
in   many  refpefts  by  very  large  ex- 
pences,  but  the  flopping  even  of 
merchandize,  and  the  danger  and 
fpoii  of  goods,   to  which  they  are 
fubjcdt  ;   the  poffibility  of  the   fall 
of  the  price  of  markets,  as  well  as 
other  events,  are  alfo  very  preju- 
dicial   to    the    above    proprietors, 
and  others  interefted  therein  ;  and 
if  Hill   by   fuch    proceedings,  and 
ngainll:  all  remonftrance,  the  Eng- 
liih    will   pretend    that   the  goods 
embarked   are  from  that  moment 
to  be  confidered  as  French  proper- 
ty, and  fubjecl  to  confifcation,  the 
confequences  of  fo  unjuft  a  fuppo- 
fition   will  infallibly  caufe  the  en- 
tire ruin  of  many  infurers  in    this 
country  ;  and  it  will  be  the  more 
unjuft,  as  the  veflels  hitherto  feiz- 
ed,   or   liable  to  be    feized,    have 
had  all  their  cargoes  infured  in  a 
time    when     there    was     not    the 
leaft  hoftility  commenced  between 
France  and  Great  Britain,  which 
alone    gives     a    fufficient     reafon 
v/hy  thofe  {h.]^s  potdd  72ot  be  J'eized, 
much  lefs  ihould  they  be  declared 
legal  prizes. 

Further,  without  eftimating  the 
damage  which  neceflarily  muft  bc- 
fal  on  the  feveral  perfons  interefted 
in  ihips  feized,  or  cxpofed  to  fei- 
zuie,  the  confequences  of  a  feizure 
fo  unjuft  as  that  of  Dutch  ihips, 
deftined  for  the  ports  of  France, 
will  have  the  moft  dangerous  in- 
fluence on  the  commerce  and  na- 
vigation of  the  republic  in  general, 
fiiice  not  only  the  intvitable  efFetfl 

vili 
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will  be  the  abfolute  niin  of  all 
commerce  with  France,  but  the 
more  fo,  as  all  the  other  nation.i, 
which  until  this  time  have  em- 
ployed, and  will  again  employ 
Dutch  fliips  to  tranfport  the  r  mer- 
chandize to  the  ports  of  France, 
or  other  places,  will  be  deprived 
of  employing  for  the  future,  fliips 
expofed  to  be  detained  or  made 
prizes  of. 

Thefe  premifes  will  alFord  a  vail 
ground  of  fpeculation,  when  it  will 
pleafe  your  High  Mightinefles  to 
refleft,  that  notwithllanding  his 
Moll  ChrilHan  Majefty,  by  the  fi.ft 
article  of  his  regulations,  concern- 
ing the  navigation  of  neutral  (Inps 
in  times  of  war,  under  the  date 
of  July  26,  1778,  has  voluntarily 
forbidden  all  his  privateers  and 
ftiipf,  to  flop  or  feize  any  fliip  be- 
longing to  neutral  powers,  even 
failing  from,  or  bound  to,  the 
enemy's  ports,  excepting  only 
blockaded  places,  and  fnips  laden 
with  contraband  goods  ;  judging 
it  proper,  nevertiiekfs,  to  declare, 
that  his  Majefly  referves  the  right 
of  revoking  this  liberty,  in  cafe 
the  power  at  war  with  him  doth 
not  think  it  proper  to  extend  the 
iame  favour,  before  the  expiration 
of  fix  months,  to  be  computed 
Irom  the  date  when  the  above  re- 
gulations were  publiflied.  Aci-ord- 
ing  to  this,  it  may  then  happen 
that  his  Chriltian  Majeily,  in 
making  reprifals,  would  alfo  limit 
the  franchiiements  of  the  Ihips  of 
this  flate,  when  the  memorialiils, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  re- 
public, will  fee  your  Mightineffes 
entirely  deprived  of  their  com- 
xnerce  and  navigation  with  the 
two  kingdoms  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  in  this  manner  iupport- 
ing,  however  unjulUy,    the   vigo- 


rous efFeifls  of  war,  the  fame  as  if 
this  republic  was  adually  concern- 
ed therein. 

However  matters  may  terminate, 
your  memorialills  deem  it  needlefs 
to  fliew  to  ycur  High  Mightineflcs 
the  horrible  refuit  of  fuch  a  com- 
mercial decline,  for  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  country  in  general, 
feeing  that  by  commerce  the  re- 
public is  aggrandized  ;  that  in 
trade  flie  finds  the  molt  folid  be- 
nefits, and  that  if  her  commerce 
periiTies,  flie  will  foon  find  herfelf 
en  the  brink  of  deflrudion.  What 
is  full  further  to  be  apprehended, 
when  we  have  refledled  on  the  un- 
juil  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
Engliih,  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce between  this  country  and 
France,  and  very  likely  by  an  in- 
evitable  rupture  with  England, 
both  will  be  totally  prevented,  it 
may  furnifli  occafion  toother  king- 
doms to  carry  on  our  trade,  of 
which,  againli  all  reafon  and  juf- 
tice,  the  ufage  will  be  forbidden 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  republic, 
whiifl  frequent  examples,  founded 
on  moft  woeful  experience,  will 
teach  us,  that  one  time  or  other, 
by  a  certain  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumflances,  one  branch  of  com- 
merce taken  away,  can  never  re- 
turn into  its  ancient  courfe. 

Prompted  thus  by  every  motive 
that  can  be  alledged,  your  memo- 
rialifts  refpeftfully  addrefs  your 
High  MightineiTes,  that  it  may 
pleafe  them  to  prevent  and  reftore 
the  damages  done  to  the  merchants 
of  this  country,  by  the  feizure  of 
her  flaps  bound  for  the  ports  of 
France,  by  the  Englifli  nation, 
againji  the  faith  of  treaties,  in  open 
I'iolatJon  of  the  laiv  of  nations,  in 
oppofition  to  natural  equity.  In  ftiort, 
10  prevent  for  the  tuture  fuch  ex- 
traordiaary 
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traorc^inary  proceedings,  to  main- 
tain the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  feveral  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  which  they  hold  from  God 
and  nature,  and  on  which  the 
Engli/h  nation  are  bound  by  the 
moll  folemn  treaties  to  make  no 
infradions. 

That  it  will  pleafe  your  High 
Mightinefi^es  to  provide  fpeedily 
and  efficacioiifly,  as  well  by  the 
mofl  ferious  reprefentations  to  the 
Court  of  England,  on  the  fabjeft 
of  the  difordcrs  committed,  and  to 
prevent  their  confequences,  by 
giving'  a  fufficient  protection,  by 
the  means  of  the  fhips  of  war,  to 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
this  country,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
your  High  Mightineffes,  inCpired 
by  your  acknowledged  wi«dom, 
and  animated  by  paternal  regard 
and  zeal  for  the  profperity  of  this 
republic,   fliall  judge  proper. 


To  their  High  Mightineffes  the 
States  General  of  the  United 
States. 

A     MEMORIAL, 

RefpeSifuUy  prefcnted  by  the  Mer- 
chants and  O-Tvners  of  Ships  of  the 
Toivn  ^Rotterdam. 

'~p  HAT  very  lately  a  confider- 
*-  able  number  of  (hips  belong- 
ing to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  and  bound  for  France,  have 
been  Hopped  at  fea  either  by  the 
fhips  of  the  royal  marine  of  Eng- 
land, or  by  commifiioned  fhips  of 
the  fame  nation,  and  afterwards 
carried  into  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  where  they  continue  to  be 
detained,  notwithflanding  the  bare 
Vol.  Y.y.11, 
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infpedion  of  the  confignments  and 
other  papers  found  on  board  the 
above  fliip's  would  fufficiently  fhew 
that  they  tvere  not  laden  tvith  any 
J  Oft  of  mere  hand i-:ze  under  the  denomi- 
Jiation  of  contraband  -Qoods,  fpccified 
by  the  third  artjcie  of  the  Marine 
Treaty,  concluded  in  the  month 
of  December,  1674,  between  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain  and  this 
republic. 

That  this  conduft  of  the  Britifli 
nation,  the  fic.grant  injifice  of 
^•.vhich  might  be  I'ery  taply  proved 
by  an  appeal  to  the  la^u  of  nations ^ 
if  it  be  not  already  evident,  as 
well  by  the  aforcfaid  treaty  as  by 
the  Explanatory  Convention  o\'\(i']i^t 
will  infallibly  accelerate  the  entire 
ruin  of  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  Provinces,  if 
not  timely  and  efncacioufly  pre- 
vented. 

Notwithllanding  the  many  ar* 
guments  that  m.ight  be  urged,  youf 
memorialills  will  not  trouble  youf 
High  Mightineffes  with  all  the 
reaions  they  have  to  alledge  iti 
proof  that  the  deflrudion  of  our 
commerce  and  navigation  muii  fol- 
low, as  the  unavoidable  confe- 
quenre  of  the  unjuft  proceedings  cf 
the  Englifh,  our  neighbours;  of* 
which  there  is  no  occafion  of  any 
further  proof,  it  having  already 
been  fully  reprefented  to  youf 
High  Mightineffes.  ' 

Your  memorialiiis  therefore  only 
afT'.ime  the  liberty  of  obferving  ia 
very  few  words,  that  by  the  feizure 
of  their  fl-iips,  although  they  may 
afterwards  be  relealed  even  with 
indemnity,  the  neceflary  delays  in 
fuch  cafes  are  yet  highly  prejudicial, 
and  totally  ruinous  to  the  mer- 
chants of  thcfe  provinces. 

That,  during  the  detention  of 
the  merchandize,  the  commodities 
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are  expofed  to  the  injury  of  the  fall  our  fhips  coming  from,    or  going 

of  markets,  and  the  merchants  are,  to   Great   Britain,    and    by    thefe 

befides,  in  that  interval,  deprived  means,  and   to  the   total   ruin  of 

of  the   opportunity  of  furnifhing  thefe  States,  they  will  be  deprived 

themfelves    in    return    with    fuch  of  the  benefits  of  commerce  and 

goods  as   they  intended  when  the  navigation  with  both  countries, 
lirft  cargoes  arrived  at  their  deftined         Your    memorialifts,     therefore, 

ports.  flatter  themfelves  that  your  High 

In    ftort,  the  Dutch  fhips  em-  Mightinedes  will  find  thefe  reafons 

ployed    for  the    tranfportation  of  fufiiciendy  conclufive  to  juiVify  the 

merchandize   to  France   and  elfe-  prefentation  of  this  memorial,   as 

where,  being  detained,  will,  with-  alfo  that  your  High  MightinefTes 

out  doubt,   (the  refult  of  fuch  pro-  will   take  fuch  meafures,  didated 

ceedings  out  of  the  quedion)  occa-  by  your  ufual  wifdom,  and  agree- 

fion  fewer  numbers  to  be  hired  in  able  to  the  protedtion  cf  the  com- 

fuch  fervice  for  the  future.  merce  and  navigation  of  thefe  pro. 

That  this  feizure  and  detention  vinces,  in  order  to  fave  them  from 


that  total  ruin  with  which  they  are 
now  threatened. 


are  not  only  in  themfelves  fuffi- 
cient  entirely  to  ruin  our  commerce 
and  navigation,  but  that  this  ruin 
will  be  more  rapidly  brought  on,  '  ' 

whenever  it   ("hall  pleafe  the  Eng-     ^      ,  .     „.  ,     t,,-  ,   •     rr„.    ,i. 
,.n^        ■       ^  \         c        A  a  -A^     ^0   their    High    MightinefTes    tht 

Ijln  nation  to  make  a  lecond  Itnde  ^  t.       ,     ^  ,/      rr  v  j 

r  ■   •  n,-  J  L     •       r-      4  ,u„         States    General    of  the    Lnitea 

ofmiuitice,  and  having  leized  the         _,       .  ■' 

n_-       u       J   r  t?        u  ~  Provinces. 

fhips  bound  for  our  trench  mer- 
chants, or  from  France  to  this 
State,  they  have  only  to  declare 
them  legal  prizes. 

That  this  profpeft  is  flill  more 
deplorable,  when  your  mejnorialifts 
refledl  on  the  regulation  given  by 
his  Chrillian  Majelly,  on  the  26th 
of  July  laft,  concerning  the  navi- 


A   MEMORIAL, 

RcfpfFI fully  dsljHJered  from  the  Mer- 
chants, Proprietors  of  Veffeh ,  and 
Exchange  Injurers,  of  the  Ton.vns 
c/"  Amiierdam,  Rotterdam,  and 
Dordrecht. 


gation  of  neutral  jhips ;  becaufe,  'T^HAT  the  unjuft  procedure 
although  that  Monarch  therein  '■-  of  interrupting  the  navigation 
forbids  the  ftoppage  and  feizure  of  and  commerce  of  the  inhabitants 
neutral  Ihips,  bound  to  or  from  an  of  this  republic,  for  a  confiderable 
enemy's  port,  he  neverthelefs  re-  time  paft,  by  Engli/h  commijjioned 
ferves  to  hiinfelf  a  right  of  revok-  Jhips,  as  well  as  by  the  fhips  and 
ing  that  edid,  in  cafe  any  foreign  officers  of  his  Britannic  Majcfty, 
power  Jhould  not  agree  to  the  fame  has  put  many  proprietors  and 
regulation  refpeSling  neutral  Jhips.  others,  whole  fhips  and  goods  have 
From  hence  it  necelTarily  refults,  been  feized,  undertheindifpenfible 
that,  if  the  Englifh  continue  to  neceffity  of  calling  upon  the  inter- 
detain  and  feize  our  fhips  coming  ceflion,  and  enti eating  the  fatherly 
from  France,  or  going  thereto,  we  protection  of  your  High  Mighti- 
may  expe£l  the  fame  treatment  nefles,  in  order  to  obtain  a  reieafe 
from  the  French  with  regard  to  of  the  fhips  and  cargoes  which  have 
c  beea 
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been  thus  unjuftly  captured,  and 
detained. 

That  befides  a  great  number  of 
merchants  eftabliflied  in  thefe 
towns,  as  well  as  others  through- 
out the  provinces,  having  prefent- 
ed  a  refpeftful  addrefs  to  your 
High  MightincfTesj  to  fee  thofe 
evils  redreiTed,  of  which,  with 
great  reafon,  they  think  they  have 
a  right  to  complain,  your  memo- 
rialifls  flattered  themfclves,  that 
your  High  Mightinefies  letters  of 
recommendation  to  Coufii  JVeUercn, 
your  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,  fent  at  the  reqneft 
of  the  reclaimants,  as  well  as  by  a 
general  notification  addrefTed  by 
your  High  Mightinefies  to  Count 
Welderen,  in  order  for  him  to 
prefent  without  delay  the  moil  fe- 
rious  remonllrances  in  the  name  of 
your  High  MightinefiTes,  as  well  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  as  to  his 
Minifters,  (in  which  your  memoria- 
lifts  acknowledged  with  gratitude 
the  paternal  care  of  your  High 
Mightinefies,  for  the  welfare  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  ft;ate)  that, 
we  expeded,  the  faid  letters  of 
recommendation  would  have  pro- 
duced the  defiled  efFeft  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  that  the  fliips  fo  flopped  and 
fo  unjnftly  feized,  with  their  car- 
goes, would  have  been  immediately 
fet  at  liberty. 

That  the  expences,  damages, 
and  interefis  occafioned  by  their 
detention,  would  have  been  de- 
frayed to  the  fufFerers,  and.  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  fl;ate  would 
have  received  the  necefifary  afi"u- 
rances,  that  they  could  have  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  their  navigation 
and  commerce  with  that  freedom 
and  fafety  which  they  have  a  right 
to  expedt,  as  well  from  the  com- 


mon rights  of  nature,  as  by  the 
moft  folemn  treaties  which  now 
exift  between  Great  Britain  and 
this  Republic ;  and  that  your 
memorialifls  would  then  have  had 
every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
violence  hitherto  committed,  were 
the  a£ls  of  private  perfons,  and 
committed  v/ithout  the  order  or 
permifiion  of  the  K.ing  of  Great 
Britain,  and  that  fo  far  from 
avoiding:  them,  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  according  to  his  acknow- 
ledged equity,  v/ould  not  have 
made  the  leaft  difficulty  of  imme- 
diately remedying  them,  efpecially 
after  he  had  received  our  juil 
complaints  from  the  hands  of  your 
High  Mightinefies. 

That  notwithftandlng  your  me- 
morlalifts,  with  great  regret,  per- 
ceive that  all  the  rcprefentations 
made  by,  or  on  the  part  of  yoat 
High  Mightinefl^es  on  this  fubject, 
have  only  produced  an  injunftiort. 
from  the  Lords  of  the  Engli fii  ad- 
miralty, to  releafe  the  fiiips  which, 
were  not  laden  with  timber  or  rig- 
ging, but  not  that  for  the  future, 
fuch  of  our  fliips  as  might  be  laderi 
with  the  under-mentioned  articles 
fiiould  be  indemnified  from  cap- 
ture, and  fo  far  from  allowing  the 
leaft  damages  to  the  fufi^erers  con- 
cerned in  the  fmall  number  of 
fiiips  v/hich  have  been  releafed, 
the  Englifii  continue  daily  to  de- 
tain fuch  of  our  vefi^els  as  are  laden 
with  malls,  planks,  hemp,  and 
other  articles  for  fliip  building, 
coming  from  the  Baltic,  alia  hound 
to  F>-a7tce. 

Your  memorialitts  are  alfo  in- 
formed, that  the  intentions  of  the 
Britifii  Miniftry  are  to  order  a  con- 
fifcation  of  the  lading  of  all  fliips 
vvhofe  cargoes  they  frtall  deem  to 
belong  to  France  \  or  rather,  in  this 
[jD  d'\  2  cafe 
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cafe,  where  they  fhall  think  that 
the  French  have  not  an  intersfl  in 
the  veflels,  to  order  them  to  be 
releafed,  but  to  retain  the  cargo, 
reimburfing  only  the  value,  and 
paying  only  the  fixightage  of  the 
lliips  according  to  the  Turns  award- 
ed. 

Under  this  confideration,  as 
they  cannot  hut  allow,  chat  on  the 
ene  hand  this  mode  of  arguing, 
and  this  manner  of  afling,  by  the 
Britifh  Miniftry,  are  diametrically 
oppofice  to  the  reciprocal  obliga- 
tions v/hich  bind  the  two  natioiis, 
the  rights  cf  men,  as  fanftioned 
by  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations, 
as  well  as  to  the  marine  treaty  of 
the  nth  of  December,  1674,  in 
particular ;  on  v/hich,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  republic  hath  not  on 
her  part  made  the  leait  infradion, 
and  that  fuch  procedures  mufl 
evidently  wound  and  even  dellroy 
thofe  rules  of  equity  and  good 
faith,  from  which  civilized  nations 
ought  not  to  depart  ;  fo,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  Englifh  Minif- 
try  lliould  obflinately  perfift  in 
fuch  an  unjufl  conduft,  the  confe- 
quences  mufl  neceflarily  bring  on, 
HOC  only  the  total  ruin  of  a  great 
number  of  your  niemorialills,  who 
are  imtr-ediately  intcrcfted,  but 
alfo  the  intire  decline  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country,  on 
which  the  welfare,  profpericy,  and 
prefervation  of  the  Hate  entirely 
depend. 

Thefe  evils  have  been  exem- 
plified in  former  times,  but  parti- 
cularly in  the  years  1746,  1747, 
and  1748,  and  from  1756  to  1758. 
In  the  firft  period  we  may  ellimate 
a  lofs  of  upwards  cf  tvjenty  ?Kil- 
lioKs,  caufed  by  the  Englifli  on 
the  commerce  and  navigation  cf 
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this  State;  and  during  the  fecond 
period,  near  t-ujel've  millions,  which, 
is  fuiBciently  proved  by  the  print- 
ed recoids  of  thofe  tirj'.es,  and 
which  are  laid  before  your  Iligh 
Mightiaeffes. 

Eefidcs,  the  value  of  the  cargoes 
contained  in  the  (hips  now  ailu- 
ally  detained  in  England,  amount 
already  to  a  very  confiderable 
fum,  which  is  not  only  excluded 
from  circulation,  but  ihe  total  lofs 
of  it,  or  of  great  part  of  it,  if 
fuch  proceedings  continue  under 
the  fri-vclous  pretext  that  it  helongs 
to  the  French,  and  is,  under  that 
defer iption,  to  he  coiif.Jeated,  will 
fall  almoll  entirely  on  the  Dutch 
merchants,  affurers,  &c.  to  which 
we  mufl:  again  add,  the  prodigious 
damage  occafioned  to  the  owners 
of  Ihips  by  the  delay  of  fuch  vef- 
fels,  the  continuance  of  wages  and 
provifions  during  the  detention,  as 
well  as  the  ftoppage  of  the  naviga- 
tion during  the  interval. 

Further,  the  feamcn  on  board 
fuch  vefi'iils,  and  who  are  fo  ef- 
fentiai  to  this  republic,  will  either 
elcape  or  be  /educed  info  the  j'ervice 
cf  Great  Britain.  In  fhort,  if  the 
inhabitants  of  this  republic  are 
prevented  from  freely  navigating 
in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  faith 
of  treaties,  their  velfcls  will  be 
lefs  emploved  than  the  (hips  of  any 
other  nation,  on  whom  the  Eng- 
lifh dare  not  impofe  the  fame  re- 
ilridlive  law  ;  confequently  the 
Ihips  of  the  latt:er  will  be  employ- 
ed in  tranfporting  the  goods  and 
merchaa;iQize,  the  exportation  and 
vend  of  which,  interefls  as  much 
the  inhabitants  of  the  north,  as 
their  beneficial  importation  from 
the  fouth  of  Europe. 

The  confideration  of  all  thefe 
objects      coliectively    determined 

your 


STATE     PAPERS. 


y&ur  metncriaiiris  aqain  to  arldrefs 
your  High  ^.'lightinefles,  and  to 
implore  once  more  your  fovereign 
and  efficacious  protection.  Their 
memorials  are  founded  upon  well 
grounded  apprehenficns  of  inevit- 
able ruin,  not  only  to  themfelves, 
but  to  the  State  at  large,  if  the 
Englifli  Miniftiy  obftinatciy  perfji]: 
in  their  prefent  proceedings  to- 
wards our  fliips. 

Finally,  your  memorialifts  firmly 
believe,  that  this  Sta'c  is  neither  de- 
ficient in  pc-zver,  nor  that  her  inhabi- 
tants rnuant  inclination  or  courage  to 
maintain  the  independency  of  their  re- 
public againft  all  unjujl  violence  ; 
and  they  aljo  look  on  it  as  infujj'erable, 
that  a  nation  ivhich  oives  the  feciirity 
and  prefers  alien  of  her  civil  and  re- 
ligious lih.rties  to  the  ojpfance  and 
co-operation  of  this  republic ^  and 
ivhich  other-joifs  is  united  njjith  her 
by  ties  of  mutual  and  pofiti--ve  Inter: ft, 
fiiould  dare,  againft  the  firft  prin- 
ciples of  natural  equity,  againft  all 
rules  of  right,  adept cd  by  all  ciuilized 
nations,  and  againft  the  faith  of  all 
folemn  treaties,  for  the  reajou  only  of 
CONVENIENCE  ;  that  this  "-oery  na- 
tion, njuefay,  Jhculd  dare  to  caufe  fo 
much  trouble  and  prejudice  to  the 
commerce  and  na-uigaiion  of  this  re- 
public, and  that  in  fo  notorious  a 
manner,  that  the  total  ruin  of  indivi- 
duals, and  the  entire  decay  of  trade, 
as  IV ell  as  of  na-vigation,  muft  ke  the 
final  rejidt  (f  their  ionduS. 


A    M  E  M  O  R  I  A  L, 

De.li'vered  by  Sir  Jofeph  Ycrke,  to 
the  Deputies  of  the  S'ates  Gene- 
ral, on  the  zzd  of  November, 
1778. 

THEIR    High    MlghtineiTes 
will  have  receivedj  by  the 
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anfwer  from  Lord  Suffolk,  one  of 
his  Majefty's  Principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  to  the  Count  Wclderen, 
dated  the  19th  of  Odober,  the 
mofl:  convincing  proofs  of  his  Ma- 
]e\iy'' ^  friendfliip  towards  them. 

Afcer  an  explicit  detail  of  the 
holtile  and  unprecedented  conduct 
of  his  moil:  Chriftian  Majcfty, 
v.'hich  conduct  occafioned  the 
feeming  irregularity  of  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain,  in  feizing  the 
fliips  appertaining  to  neutral  pow- 
ers boiind  to  the  ports  of  France, 
the  meafure  hath  been  fully  ex- 
plained on  the  principles  of  necef- 
fity  and  felf-defence,  againft  an 
enemy  who  hath  ever  afted  co- 
vertly and  by  furprize. — The  mo- 
deracion  and  equity  of  the  King 
my  mafter,  would  not  perm.it  him 
to  difregard  the  complaints  of  the 
fubjefls  of  their  High  Mighti- 
neiTes,  from  the  moment  there  ap- 
peared a  pofnbility  to  renew  them. 
It  is  for  this  realbn  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  declared  his  intention  to 
releafe  the  Dutch  vefTels,  under 
conditions  the  moll:  amicable  and. 
the  leaft  difadvantageous,  as  far  as 
circum.rtances  will  admit.  The 
war,  however,  ftili  continues,  and 
the  adive  endeavours  of  the  ene- 
my to  piifli  matters  to  extremity, 
obliges  his  Majelly  to  guard  againft 
the  danger.  He  wifhes,  never- 
thelefs,  to  involve  his  c^ood  neigh- 
bours  and  allies  as  little  as  pofiible ; 
and  although  France  has  even 
threatened  10  invade  his  Majefty's 
dominions  and  territories,  having,, 
for  thac  purpofe,  alfembled  nume- 
rous armies  on  their  coalt,  the 
King,  my  mafter,  ilill  forbears  to 
claiiTi  fach  faccour  from  their 
High  Mightincfles  as  they  are 
bound  10  grant,  by  the  moft  ex- 
plicit and  iciemn  tieaties,  whenever 

[D  d]  3  fuch 
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fuch  fuccours  may  be  on  his  part 
required,  namely,  the  treaty  of 
1678,  and  the  feparate  article  of 
17.16  ;  his  Majefty  confines  him- 
felf  for  the  prefcnt  folely  to  lay 
before  their  High  Mightineffes  the 
Hate  of  affairs,  the  motive  of  his 
conduft,  and  the  necefhty  he  finds 
himfelf  under  to  take  mcafures  for 
his  own  defence,  and  the  prefer- 
valion  of  his  dominions. 

It  is  only  with  this  view  that  I 
am  ordered  by  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  to  propofe  to  their  High 
Mightinefll's  a  conference,  to  con- 
fider  of  the  molt  proper  means  to- 
wards an  amicable  regulation  of 
fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  fu- 
ture, refpefting  fuch  articles  as  his 
Majelly,  without  yielding  to  his 
enemies,  cannot  poflibly  fuffer 
them  to  be  fupplied  with.  It  can- 
not have  efcaped  the  attention  of 
their  High  Mightinefles,  that  Lord 
Suffolk  in  explaining  his  Majefly's 
fentiments  to  Count  Welderen, 
fully  demonftrated  the  King's  fm- 
cere  defire  to  pay  the  ftritteft  re- 
gard to  the  faith  of  treaties,  as  far  as 
they  do  not  diredly  tend  to  expofe 
him  to  imminent  danger.  It  is  by 
no  means  his  intention,  nor  is  it 
his  wifh,  to  caufe  the  lealt  inter- 
ruption to  the  commerce  of  Hol- 
land, ufually  carried  on  with 
France,  excepting  warlike  and 
naval  ftores,  and  even  this  reftric- 
tion  Ihall  be  enjoyed  with  equity, 
and,  I  am  confident,  with  every 
poffible  degree  of  generofity. 

I  therefore,  in  obedience  to  my 
ji;ftru£lions,  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  requeft  an  audience,  to  know 
whether,  in  confequence  of  the 
anfwer  delivered  to  Count  Wel- 
deren, their  High  Mightineffes 
are  refolved  to  open  a  conference 
with  me  ?     On  my  part,  I  intrcat 
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yoa  to  affure  their  High  Mightl^ 
neffes,  that  as  well  from  my  being 
authorifed  by  his  Majefty,  as  from 
my  being  pcrfonally  difpofed,  after 
a  refidence  in  this  country  of  27 
years,  their  High  Mightineffes 
will  find  in  me  every  readinefs  to 
attend  to  their  complaints,  and 
regard  for  their  welfare;  and  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  in  the  courfe  of 
the  conference  I  ffiall  convince 
them,  that  whatever  forced  and 
affected  turn  may  have  been  given  to 
the  condudl  of  my  Court,  it  has 
been  founded  on  the  juilice,  mo- 
deration, and  neceffity  of  our  fitu- 
ation.  In  expeftation  of  the  de- 
cifion  of  their  High  Mightineffes 
on  what  I  have  laid  before  them, 
I  truft  that  their  known  equity 
and  friendfhip  towards  his  Majef- 
ty, agreeable  to  their  recent  affu- 
rances  by  their  Envoy,  will  prove 
fufficient  not  to  authorize  their 
fubjeiSls  to  carry  naval  ftores,  under 
convoy,  to  France,  as  being  the 
moft  dangerous  objedl  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  Great  Britain. 


A  MEMORIAL, 
Prefented  by  his  Excellency  the  Duke 
de  Vauguyon,  Ambajfador  of 
France  to  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low 
Countries. 

THE  opinion  which  the  King 
my  niafter  hath  entertained, 
that  your  High  Mightineffes,  ani- 
mated with  the  defire  of  perpetu- 
ating the  perfeft  harmony  which 
fubiilts  between  France  and  the 
States  General,  will,  in  theprefent 
circumftances,  fcrupuloufly  adhere 
to  the  principles  of  abfolute  neu- 
trality, has  induced  his  Majefty  to 
comprehend  the  United  Provinces 
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ifi  the  regulation  which  was  made 
in  the  month  of  July  laft,  concern- 
ing the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  neutral  powers. 

His  Majefty  has  ftill  lefs  reafon 
to  doubt  the  perfeverance  of  your 
High  Mightineffes  in  thefe  princi- 
ples, after  fo  many  afTurances 
given  in  claiming  their  captures, 
which  are  the  foundation  and  gua- 
rantee of  the  folid  repofe  and  pro- 
fperity  of  the  Republic.  But  his 
Majefty,  rocwithftanding,  wilhes 
to  procure  on  this  head  a  more  cer- 
tain affurance,  and  it  is  with  this 
view  that  his  Majefty  has  ordered 
me  to  demand  of  your  High  Migh- 
tineffes a  clear  and  fpecihc  expla- 
nation of  your  ulterior  determina- 
tions, and  fo  to  ftate  them,  that 
his  Majefty  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  whether  they  tend  to  main- 
tain or  annul  the  reciprocal  regu- 
lations which  his  Majefty  v/ould 
wifti  to  confolidate. 

The  better  to  explain  his  Ma- 
jefty's  views  and  intentions  to  your 
High  Mightineftes,  I  have  the  ho- 
nour of  notifying  to  you,  that  the 
King  my  mafter  flatters  himfelf, 
that  your  anfwer  to  this  Memorial 
will  preferve  to  the  flag  of  the 
United  Provinces,  all  the  liberty 
which  of  right  belongs  to  them  as 
an  independent  State,  and  to  their 
commerce  all  the  refpeft  which  is 
due  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
faith  of  treaties. 

The  leaft  derogation  from  thofe 
principles  of  neutrality  you  have 
pcofefled,  will  betray  a  partiality, 
the  confequences  of  which  will  in- 
cur the  neceflity  of  putting  an  end 
to  not  only  the  advantages  which 
his  Miijefty  promifes  to  your  flag 
in  cafe  of  a  ftrift  obfervance  of 
neutrality,  but  alfo  the  eftential 
favours   and    benefits  which    the 


commerce  of  the  United  Provinces 
enjoy  in  all  the  ports  of  his  king- 
dom. 

This  Memorial  is  prefented 
without  any  other  motive,  than  to 
fhev/  the  good  will  and  affeftion  of 
his  Majefty  for  your  High  Migh- 
tineffes. 

Hague,  Dec.  8,  1 77 8. 


Order  of  the  French  King's  Coun- 
cil of  State,  which  is  to  take 
place  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1779,  and  revokes,  with  refpedl 
to  the  fttbjeds  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries, 
(the  City  of  Amrterdam  except- 
ed) all  the  advantages  given, 
by  the  fit  ft  article  of  the  regula- 
tion of  the  26th  of  July, '  1778, 
to  the  navigation  of  neutral  vef- 
fels :  direfts  alfo,  that  all  Hol- 
land veffels  ftiall  provifionally 
execute  the  firft,  fecond,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  articles  of  the 
regulation  of  the  21ft  of  Odo- 
ber,  1744;  fubjeding  the  faid 
veftels  to  the  payment  of  duties 
on  freightage,  and  to  the  mak- 
ing a  new  entry. 
January  14,  1 779. 

ExtraSl  from    the    Regifters    of  the 
Council  of  State. 

THE  King  having  declared, 
by  his  regulation  of  the  26th 
of  July  laft,  concerning  the  navi- 
gation of  neutral  veffels,  that  he 
referved  to  himfelf  the  power  of 
revoking  the  liberty  granted  by  the 
firft  article,  in  cafe  the  belligerent 
powers  fliould  not  grant  the  like 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months  ; 
and  his  Majefty,  judging  it  pro- 
per to  make  known  his  intentions, 
relative  to  the  veffels  belonging  to 

ID  ^]  4  the 
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the  fubjefts  of  the  Republic  of 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low 
Countries,  has  in  council  ordered 
and  declared  as  follows : 

Article  the  ift. 

The  Republic  of  the  United 
provinces  not  having  obtained  of 
the  Court  of  London  the  liberty 
of  navigation,  equal  to  that  which 
the  King  had  conditionally  pro- 
mifed  to  their  flag,  and  which 
their  treaties  with  England  fhould 
fecure  to  them,  his  Majefty  re- 
vokes, with  refpeft  to  the  fubjeds 
of  the  faid  E.epublic,  the  advan- 
tages granted  by  the  firft  article, 
concerning  the  commerce  and  na- 
vigation of  neutral  fliips  ;  and  in 
confequence  declares  it  his  plea- 
furc,  that  the  veiTsls  of  the  faid 
Republic  fhall  provifionallyexecute 
the  firft,  fecond,  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  articles  of  the  regulation 
of  the  2ift  of  Odober,  1744. 

2.  His  Majelly  further  declnrc?, 
that  from  the  date  of  the  26th  of 
January,  1 779,  the  vefiels  belong- 
ing to  the  fubjedts  of  the  faid 
Republic,  fhall  pay  the  duty  on 
freightage,  as  is  eflablifhed  by  the 
ordinances  and  regulations,  and 
particularly  by  the  declaration  of 
the  24th  of  November,  1750,  and 
the  order  of  Council  of  the  i6ih 
of  July,  1757;  his  Majefty  referv- 
ing  to  himfelf  the  power  of  lay- 
ing, when  he  pleafes,  new  duties 
on  the  commodities  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  the  produ6tions  of 
their  manufadlures. 

3.  His  Majelly,  however,  confi- 
dering  that  the  city  of  Amfterdam 
has  made  the  mofl  patriotic  exer- 
tions, to  perfuade  the  Republic  to 
procure,  from  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don-, the  fecurity  of  that  unlinat- 
ed  libertj',  which  belongs  to  their 


flag,  in  confequence  of  her  inde- 
pendence and  integrity  of  com- 
merce, which  the  rights  of  nations 
and  treaties  fecure  to  her ;  and 
his  Majefty,  defirous  of  giving  the 
faid  city  a  ftriking  example  of  his 
benevolence,  has  referved  to  the 
fhips  freight':d  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Amfterdam,  the  liberty  pro- 
mifed  by  the  firft  article  of  the 
regulation  of  the  26ch  of  July  laft, 
concerning  the  navigation  of  neu- 
tral vefl'cis,  as  well  as  the  exemp- 
tion of  the  duties  of  freightage  ; 
except  fuch  vefiels  as  are  employed 
in  the  French  coafting  trade,  which 
fliail  continue  to  be  fubjedl  to  the 
order  of  Council  of  the  16th  of 
July,  1757.  His  Majefty  further 
referves  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  city,  the  advantages  granted 
to  their  own  commodities,  and  the 
prcdudlions  of  their  nianufadlures, 
conformably  to  what  is  at  prefent 
praaifed. 

4.  To  fecure  to  the  vefTels  of 
Amfterdam,  exclufively,  the  en- 
joyment of  the  advantages  granted 
in  the  preceding  article,  his  Ma- 
jefty declares,  that  the  captains  of 
the  faid  vefiels  Ihall  be  fupplied 
with  a  certificate  from  the  Com- 
miffary  of  the  Marine  eltabliflied 
at  Amfterdam,  and  an  attelUtioa 
of  the  magiftrates  of  the  laid  city, 
afierting  that  the  vefTels  were  actu- 
ally freighted  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  city,  and  that  they  went 
diredtly  from  their  port  for  the 
place  they  v/ere  bound  to. 

5.  The  faid  Captains  fliall  be 
bound,  on  their  return,  to  appear 
hefo/e  the  faid  Commiffary  of  the 
Marine,  and  to  give  fufhcient 
proof,,  that  he  landed  his  cargo  iii 
no  other  port  or  harbour  of  tho 
P.epubHc  than  that  of  Amftertiavn. 
His  Majefty  alfo  enjoins  the  fy.i4 

CommiuUry;, 
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commiffary,  to  refufe  in  future 
any  new  certiiicate  to  thofe,  who 
fhall  not  be  provided  with  good 
proof  of  their  integrity,  or  who 
fhal!  be  convicted  of  having  landed 
their  cargo  in  any  other  port  or 
harbour  of  the  republic. 

6.  His  Majefty  efpecially  com- 
mands his  ambalTadcr  to  the  re- 
public of  the  United  Provinces  of 
the  Low  Countries,  ftriftiy  to  at- 
tend CO  the  due  obfervanca  of  this 
order. 

His  M'ljefty  orders  and  com- 
mands the  Duke  de  Penthievre, 
Admiral  of  France,  to  fign  the 
execution  of  the  prefent  order, 
which  fhall  be  entered  on  th^  re- 
gillersof  the  Admiralty,  and  from 
whence  all  the  necelfary  letters 
fhail  he  difpatched. 

Given  in  the  King's  Council  of 
State,  his  Majefty  being  pref'nt, 
held  at  Verfailles,  Jan.  14,  1779. 
(Signed) 

De  Sartine. 


Memorial  frefented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  to  the  Stares  General  cf  the 
Uni'eci  Provinces. 

*'  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
"  ^T-^HE  King  of  Great  Bri- 
J[  tain,  from  the  fnendrhip 
he  has  for  your  High  Mightincu-rs, 
and  taking  into  confideration  the 
regard  reciprocally  between  Sove- 
reigns, has  hitherto  forebore  in- 
.terfering  in  the  negociation  which 
has  been  carrying  on  relative  to 
the  protedion  to  be  given  to  the 
traniportation  of  all  forts  of  naval 
ftores  during  the  war,  which  is 
aftu'-iliy  carrying  on  between  your 
High  Mightineffcs  and  France  ;  but 
the  lail  proceedings  of  the  French 
ainbaifadop  for  bid  his  keeping  fi- 


lence  any  longer,  and  his  Maji'fty 
would  think  he  wronged  the  an- 
cient leagues  between  his  crown 
and  your  High  IVlightineiTes,  if  he 
did  not  inform  ihem  to  whac 
danger  they  will  expofe  them- 
felves,  by  liftening  to  propofals 
which  will  oblige  them  to  in- 
fringe a  neutrality  which  they 
have  fo  often  declared  they  wifhed 
to  fupport,  and  which  at  once  at- 
tack their  independence,  fap  the 
bafis  of  their  government,  and 
threaten  nothuig  lefs  than  their 
difunion. 

"  Your  High  MightinefTes  are 
too  Vv^ell  inilruded  not  to  feel  that 
a  foreign  power,  who  takes  upon 
itfelf  the  right  of  granting  parti- 
cular favours  to  part  of  your  go- 
vernment to  the  prejudice  of  the 
rell,  can  have  no  other  view  than  to 
{o\y  dii'cord,  and  to  break  the  ties 
which  unite  you  ;  and  that  if  other 
powers  were  to  follow  the  fame  ex- 
ample, the  republic  would  be 
torn  to  pieces  by  an  internal  com- 
buftion,  and  an  univerfal  anarchy 
would  lucceed. 

*'  Thus  far  ihe  intereft  only  of 
your  High  Mightinelles  feems  con- 
cerned ;  but  when  we  perceive 
that  the  end  of  all  thefe  intrigues 
is  manifeftly  defigned  to  caufe  the 
republic  to  quarrel  with  the  King, 
and  to  bring  on  a  war  between 
your  High  ?/lightineiTes  and  Great 
Britain,  under  the  feducing  pre- 
tence of  a  perfed  neutrality  and 
the  interelt  of  trade,  the  King  can 
no  longer  re,.iain  an  indifferent 
fpedator,  but  finds  himfelf  oblig- 
ed to,  lay  before  vour  High  Migh- 
tinelles the  danger  into  which 
France  vvifhes  to  plunge  you. 

'*  What  right  has  France  tQ 
dictate  to  your  Pllgh  MightinefTes 
the    arrangcnaencs   you    ought  to 

make 
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make  u'ith  England  ?  When  and 
how  has  that  court  obtained  any 
fuch  right  ?  The  treaty  which  your 
High  MightineiTes  do,  and  which 
the  King  might  reclaim,  contains 
nothing  of  that  kind  j  it  mull 
therefore  be  fought  for  in  the  am- 
bitious views  of  that  power,  which 
feas  made  a  league  with  the  rebels 
of  America,  aud  now  endeavours 
to  bring  other  ftates  into  it  with 
them. 

"  In  Oftober  laft  the  King,  in 
an  amicable  manner,  communi- 
cated his  fituation  and  fentiments 
to  your  High  Mightinefles,  by  a 
memorial  delivered  to  your  Envoy, 
Count  Weldeien,  by  the  late  Lord 
Suffolk,  in  which  he  explained  his 
views,  and  the  necefiity  he  was 
under  to  defend  himfeif  againrt;  an 
enemy,  who  had  attacked  him  by 
furprize  in  an  unjull  manner;  and 
although  that  enerry  has  gone  fo 
far  as  to  didate  to  your  High 
Mightinefles,  v.'hat  they  were  to 
do  du(ing  the  prefent  troubles; 
his  Majefty,  far  from  imitating 
any  fuch  arbitrary  conduft,  only 
propofed  to  your  Hgh  Mighti- 
Dcffes  to  confer  with  his  ambaffa- 
dor  upon  what  was  moft  proper 
to  be  done  for  the  fecurity,  &c.  of 
the  two  countries.  Your  High 
Mightineffes,  it  is  true,  to  my 
great  regret,  thought  proper  to 
decline  this  offer,  and  to  infill 
upon  the  literal  and  llri£t  ob- 
fervance  of  a  treaty  which  you 
yourfelves  mull  fee  is  incompatible 
with  the  fecurity  of  Great  Britain, 
and  contrary  to  the  fpirit  and  Iti- 
pulaticns  of  all  the  future  treaties 
between  the  two  nations, 

*'  What  objed  can  be  more  im- 
portant, more  indifpenfible,  than 
that  of  depriving  the  enemy  of  any 
materials  vyhich  may  enable  them 
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to  redouble  their  efforts  during  the 
war?  and  how  c;;n  a  proteftion  of 
thofe  materials  be  reconciled  to  the 
alliances  fo  often  renewed  between 
the  two  nations,  or  with  the  af- 
furances  of  friendfliip,  which  your 
High  Mightineffes  are  continually 
profeffing  to  the  King?  To  pre- 
vent future  bad  confequences,  and 
to  afTure  the  republic  of  the  une- 
quivocal friendihip  his  Majeiiy  en- 
tertains for  this  republic,  the 
King  has  ordered  me  to  afTure 
your  High  Mightinefles  of  the  ar- 
dent defire  he  has  to  cultivate  good 
harmony  between  the  two  nation?, 
to  renew  the  promifes  he  made  to 
them  to  maintain  the  liberties  of 
legal  trade  to  their  fubjefts,  agree- 
able to  the  orders  given  to  the 
King's  fiiips  and  privateers,  not- 
withilanding  the  advantage  that 
may  refult  from  it  to  the  enemy  ; 
but  his  Majefty  orders  me  to  add, 
that  he  cannot  depart  from  the 
necellity  he  is  under  of  excluding 
the  tranfportation  of  naval  ilores 
to  the  ports  of  France,  and  parti- 
cularly timber,  even  if  they  are 
efcorted  by  men  of  war. 

•'  The  example  which  France 
has  fet  of  favouring  fome  members 
of  the  republic  to  the  detriment 
of  others,  fo  direftly  contrary  to 
the  union  and  independence  of 
your  High  Mightineifes,  the  King 
hopes  never  to  be  obliged  to  fol- 
low, unlefs  a  condefcenfion  to  the 
views  of  France  obliges  him  to 
take  that  method  of  making  amends 
to  thole  members  of  the  republic 
who  are  hurt  by  the  partiality  of 
his  enemies.  His  Majefty  always 
thought  it  derogatory  from  the 
dignity  of  fovereignty  to  fovv  dif- 
cord  in  any  neighbouring  ftates. 

"  The  laft  edia  pubiiihed   by 
tl)e  court  of  France,    which  ex- 
cepts 
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cepts  the  cities  of  Amflerdam  and 
Haerlem  from  certain  duties  im- 
pofed  on  the  other  members  of  the 
republic,  to  punifh  them  for  hav- 
ing made  ufe  of  that  fovereign 
right  which  belongs  to  them,  can- 
not but  fhew  all  Europe  the  mo- 
tives which  have  engaged  France 
to  league  with  America. 

"  The  King  is  always  ready  to 
do  all  in  his  power  for  the  advaii- 
tage  and  tranquility  of  the  fubjeds 
of  the  republic,  provided  it  is  not 
incompatible  with,  the  interefts  of 
his  kingdoms. 

"  He  flitters  hinifelf,  that  your 
High  Mightineffes  will,  on  this 
occafion,  con  fait  your  true  in- 
tereils,  without  fuficring  your- 
felves  to  be  intimidated  by  foreign 
views,  and  that  you  will  co-operate 
by  that  means  to  keep  up  the  good 
intelligence  between  the  two  na- 
tions, and  that  his  Majefty  may 
never  be  obliged  to  take  other 
meafures  towards  the  republic, 
than  thofe  which  friendfnip  and 
good  harmony  may  diilate. 
(Signed) 

Joseph  YoRKE." 

Hague,  April (^,   '^779' 


Ordinance  of  the  French  King^s 
Council  of  State,  refpetiing  the 
Sufpenjion  of  the  Order  to  colle£l 
the  Duties  of  Freightage,  and  fif- 
teen per  Cent,  upon  the  Ships  of  the 
Province  o/" Holland  exclufively. 
July  3,    1779. 

Extraii  from    the  Regijlers    of   the 
Council  of  State. 

THE  King,  by  the  orders  of 
his  council  of  the  14th  of 
January,  the  27th  of  April,  and 
the  5th  of  June  laft,  having  or- 
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dered  to  be  colledled,  in  all  the 
ports  of  his  kingdom,  not  only 
the  right  of  freightage,  but  aifo 
that  oi fifteen  per  cent,  as  well  upon 
the  (hips  of  Holland  as  thofe  of 
the  other  Provinces,  and  upon  the 
merchandize  with  which  they  fhall 
be  laden,  excepting  from  thofe 
difpofitions,  the  cities  of  Amfter- 
dam  and  Harlem  ;  and  his  Ma- 
jefty being  willing  to  gra^nt  the 
fame  exception  to  the  whole  Pro- 
vince of  Holland,  the  Sieur  Mo- 
reau  de  Beaumont,  Counfellor  of 
State  in  Ordinary,  and  of  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  Finances, 
has  made  the  following  report : 
The  King,  being  prefent  in  his 
council,  has  ordered,  and  does  or- 
der, that  the  execution  of  the  or- 
dinances of  the  14th  of  January, 
the  27th  of  April,  and  the  5th  of 
June,  fhall  be  fufpended,  until  a 
new  order  to  the  contrary,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  faid  Province  of  Hol- 
land exclufively;  provided  never- 
thelefs,  the  captains  of  (hips  be- 
longing to  the  faid  Province  be 
furnifhed  with  a  certificate,  either 
from  the  CommifTary  of  Marine  at 
Amflerdam,  or  from  the  Marine 
Agent  at  Rotterdam,  to  prove  that 
the  faid  fhips  really  belonged  to  a 
citizen  of  the  faid  Province,  and 
that  their  ladings  confiiled  of  arti- 
cles of  their  own  growth,  fifhery, 
manufaftures,  and  commerce.  His 
Majeily  commands  and  enjoins  his 
Intendants  and  CommifTaries  in  his 
Provinces,  to  attend  to  the  execu- 
tion of  this  prefent  ordinance. 
Given  in  the  King's  Council  of 
State,  held  at  Verfailles,  his  Ma- 
jefty being  prefent,  the  3d  day  of 
July,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-nine. 

(Signed) 

De  Sartine. 
MemO' 
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Memorial  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
York.  Ambajfador  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  to.  their  High 
Migiuinefies  the  Scates  General 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Low   Countries,    on   the  zzd  of 

>6'>  ^779- 

*'  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
**  OINCE   France,  by  the  de- 

v3  claration  made  at  London 
on  the  13th  of  March  laft  year, 
fully  difcovered  the  vafl:  and  dan- 
gerous defigns  which  the  Family 
Compaft  had  before  announced 
to  Europe,  this  part  of  the  world 
wuft  be^r  witnefs  to  the  wifdom 
and  moderation  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  who  endeavoured 
to  ward  ofF  the  calamities  of  war, 
avoiding,  as  much  as  poffible,  en- 
gaging liis  neighbours  and  allies. 

"  A  conduil  like  this,  founded 
in  the  molt  pointed  moderation, 
feeined  fo  much  to  embolden  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  that  after  per- 
lidioufly  encouraging  of  rebel  fub- 
jefts,  under  the  mafe  of  liberty, 
commerce,  and  independence,  to 
plunge  a  poignard  into  the  heart 
of  their  mother  country;  France, 
not  contented  with  fo  hoftile  a  pro- 
ceeding, has,  without  any  na- 
tional quarrel,  drawn  Spain  into 
its  views,  and,  without  any  plau- 
fible  reafons  to  colour  the  defign, 
is  making  eveiy  preparation  that 
an  imperious  difpofition  can  dic- 
tate to  invade  the  Britifli  ifl?.nds. 

'*  On  the  news  ofthefe  extraor- 
dinary and  great  preparations, 
your  High  Mightinefies  cannot  but 
juflify  the  preffing  and  reiterated 
inftances  which  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  could  not  but  make  to 
you,  relative  to  the  naval  arma- 
ment; and  the  notorious  danger 
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of  England  will  no  doubt  con- 
vince all  the  fubjedls  of  thefe  Pro- 
vinces, who  have  hitherto  fpoke 
againft  it,  of  the  neceffity  of  this 
requeft  of  my  court. 

"  But  thofe  motives,  which 
were  only  palliatives  to  prevent  an 
evil,  are  now  out  of  feafon  ;  the 
danger  is  become  imminent,  and 
the  remedy  muft  be  fpeedy.  The 
ftipulations  of  a  treaty,  founded 
on  the  interefts  of  trade  only,  muft 
give  way  to  thofe  founded  on  the 
dearelt  intereds  of  the  two  nations. 
The  moment  is  come  to  decide 
whether  Great  Britain,  who  has 
fpik  {o  much  blood,  and  expended 
fo  much  treafure  to  Tuccour  others, 
and  to  maintain  liberty  and  reli- 
gion, is  to  have  no  other  refources 
again (1:  the  malice  and  envy  of  her 
enemies,  than  her  own  courage, 
and  her  own  internal  ftrength  ; 
whether  flie  is  to  be  abandoned  by 
her  moll  antient  friends  and  allies, 
to  the  moft  ambitious  views  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  which  would 
cruili  all,  to  reign  over  all;  and 
whether  Europe  in  general,  and 
your  High  Mightinellej  in  parti- 
cular, will  with  indifference  fee  a 
fyftem  ellabliHied,  which  will  evi- 
dently deflroy  that  equilibrium 
which  is  the  only  guarantee  of 
your  commerce,  liberty,  and  even 
exillence  itfelf. 

•'  The  King,  High  and  Mighty 
Lords,  has  too  high  an  opinion  of 
the  underllanding,  the  good  faith, 
and  the  wifdom  of  the  republic,  to 
doubt  a  momtiit  of  the  fentiments 
of  your  High  Mightineffes  on  this, 
occafion.  A  natiun  whofe  hillory 
cont.iins  fcarce  any  thing  but  the 
detail  of  the  dangers  which  the 
ambition  of  France  fucceffiveiy 
created,  whofe  befi:  days  began 
with  their  union    with  England : 
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in  fliort,  a  n.Ttion  accuilomed  to 
exiift  the  literal  execution  of  a  hard 
treaty,  has  too  aiudi  gcneroficy 
not  to  fulfil  thcfe  which  have  unit- 
ed the  interefts  cf  the  two  i^ations 
upwards  of  a  century. 

"  It  is  in  this  perfuafion,  joined 
to  all  that  is  held  moll  facred 
among  men,  that  the  under- writ- 
ten AmbalTador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  has,  by  exprefs  or- 
der, the  honour  to  notify  to  your 
High  Mightinefi'es,  that  the  dan- 
ger which  threatens  his  kingdoms, 
neceffitates  his  IVlajefty  to  reclaim, 
without  Jofs  of  time,  the  fucccurs 
ftipulated  in  the  treaties  of  io-]^, 
and  others,  and  of  which  the  Caftis 
Foederis  is  To  fully  explained  in  the 
feparate  article  of  17 16.  His  Ma- 
jelly  expeds  the  fame  with  confi- 
dence from  a  neighbour  who  has 
never  failed  in  his  engagements, 
and  for  the  reft  confides  in  the  di- 
vine benediftion  on  the  juftnefs  of 
his  caufe,  and  on  the  fidelity  and 
valour  of  his  fubjefts. 

"  The  underwiitten  waits  with 
the  greatell  impatience  for  a  juft, 
fpeedy,  and  favourable  ar.fwer, 
and  is  ready  to  confer  with  the  de- 
puties of  your  High  IVIightineiTes 
on  what  fteps  are  further  necefcary 
'to  be  taken. 

(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorke." 

Hague,  July  2.-J,    1779. 


Refoh'.tions  cf  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes,  relati'ue  tc  Paul  JonesV  Sqtta- 
dron  and  Prizes,  ddi'vered  to  the 
^ngW^JmbaJjador  at  the  Hague, 
on  the  2^th  of  Odober,   1 779. 

THAT  their   High  Mighti- 
neiles  bjing  informed  that 


three  frigates  had  lately  arrived  at 
the  Texel,   namely,    two    French 
and  one  called  an  American,  com- 
manded  by  Paul  Jones,  bringing 
with    them    two    prizes    taken    by 
them  in  the  open  ia,  and  called 
the   Serapis    and   the  Countefs  of 
Scarborough,  defcribed  in  the  am- 
ba/Tador's   m.emcr.'ai.     That   their 
High    Mightine:Tes    having    for  a 
century   paft  ftriftly  obferved    the 
following  maxim,  and  notified  thd 
fam.e    by   placards,  viz.    that  they 
will  in  no  leipcft  whatever  pretend 
to  judge  of  the  legality  or  illega- 
lity of  the    aftions  of  thofe  who 
h:ivc  on  the  open  fea   taken  any 
vefTels  which  do  not  belong  to  this 
country,  and  bring  them  into  any 
ot  the  ports  of  this  republic  ;  that 
they  only  open  their  ports  to  them 
to  give  them  fneker  from  ftorms 
or  other  difafters  ;  and   that   they 
oblige    ihcni    to  put  to  fea  again 
with  their  prizes  without  unload- 
ing or  difpcfing  of  their  cargoes, 
but  letting  them  remain  exadly  as 
when    they   arrived.      That    their 
High  Mightlnefies  will    not  exa- 
mine whether  the  prizes  taken  by 
the  three  frigates  in  qcellion  belong 
to  the  French  or  the  Americans^ 
or  whether  they  are  legal  or  illegal 
prizes,  but  leave  all  that  to  be  de- 
termined   by   the   proper    judges, 
and  will  oblige  them  to  put  to  fea, 
that  they  may  be  liable  to  be  re- 
taken, and  by  that  means  brought 
before  the  proper  judge,  particu- 
larly as  his  Excellency  the  Ambaf- 
fador  muft  own  he  v/ould  have  no 
\t\i  a  right  to  re-claim  the  above- 
mentioned  faips,  if  they  had  been 
private  property,  than  as  they  have 
b^en  King's  fhips;  therefore  their 
High  Mightineffes  are  not  autho- 
rifed  to  pafs  judgment  either  upon 
thefc  prizes,  or  the  perfonof  Paul 
Jones  i 
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Jones ;  that  as  to  what  regards  afts 
of  humanity,  their  High  Mighci- 
nefl'es  have  already  made  appear 
how  ready  they  are  to  fhew  them 
towards  the  wounded  on  board  of 
the  vefTels,  and  that  they  have 
given  orders  accordingly.  That 
an  extradt  of  the  prefent  refolu- 
tion  dial!  be  given  to  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke  by  the  Agent  Vander  Burch 
de  Spierinxhock. 

At  the  fame  time  it  was  refolv- 
ed,  that  word  fhould  be  fent  to 
the  Admiralty  of  Amfterdam  that 
their  High  MightinelTes  approve 
their  proceedings,  and  adhere  to 
their  placard  of  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1756,  by  which  it  is  forbid 
to  meddle  with  any  prizes,  or  to 
open  their  cargoes,  fo  as  by  that 
means  to  free  them  from  being  re- 
taken, &c.  That  this  is  ftri£tly  to 
be  obferved  with  regard  to  the 
Serapis  and  Countefs  of  Scaibo- 
roogh.  Their  High  Mightincffes 
authorife  the  faid  Admiralty  to  or- 
der matters  fo  that  thcfe  five  fhips 
do  put  to  fea  as  foon  as  pofiible, 
and  that  they  take  care  they  are 
not  furniflied  with  any  warlike  or 
naval  Ilores  but  what  are  abfolutely 
necefiary  to  carry  them  fafe  to  the 
firft  foreign  port  they  can  come  at, 
in  order  that  all  fufpicion  of  their 
being  fitted  out  here  may  drop. 


Memorial  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  his  Majefty's  Amhajfador 
at  the  Hague,  to  their  High 
MightineiTes,  reqiiejiivg  the  deli- 
vering up  the  Serapis  and  Coun- 
tefs ff  Scarborough,  taken  by  Paul 
Jones. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
N  thanking  your  High  Mighti- 
nefles  for  the  orders  which  your 
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humanity  didated  relative  to  thtf 
wounded  men  on  board  the  twoi 
King's  fliipsthe  Serapis  and  Coun- 
tefs of  Scarborough,  I  cannot  but 
comply  with  the  llridl  orders  of  his 
Majeliy,  by  renewing  in  the  ftrong* 
efl:  and  moll  prefling  manner  his 
requell  that  thefe  lliips  and  their 
crews  may  be  Hopped,  and  deli- 
vered up,  which  the  pirate  Paul 
Jones  of  Scotland,  who  is  a  rebel 
fubjeft,  and  a  criminal  of  the 
State,  has  taken. 

The  fentiments  of  equity  and 
juftice  which  your  High  Mighti- 
neffes  poffefs,  leave  me  no  room  to 
doubt  but  that,  upon  mature  deli- 
beration upon  all  the  circumftances 
of  this  affair,  you  will  acknow- 
ledge the  reafonablenefs  of  this  re.-- 
quell,  founded  both  on  the  mod 
folemn  treaties  now  fubfifting  be* 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  Unit- 
ed Provinces,  and  the  right  and 
culloms  of  nations  in  friendlhip  and 
alliance. 

The  fiipulation  of  the  treaty  of 
Breda  of  the  loth  of  July  1667, 
(Old  Stile)  confirmed  particularly 
in  that  of  1716,  and  all  the  later 
ones,  are  too  clear  and  inconteilible 
in  that  refpeft  for  the  full  force  of 
them  not  to  be  left. 

The  King  would  think  he  dero- 
gated from  his  own  dignity,  as 
well  as  that  of  your  High  Migh- 
tinelTes, was  he  to  enter  into  the 
particulars  of  a  cafe  io  notorious 
as  that  in  queftion,  or  to  fet  before 
the  eyes  of  the  ancient  friends 
and  allies  of  his  crown  analogous 
examples  of  other  Princes  and 
States ;  but  will  only  remark,  that 
all  the  placards  even  of  your  High 
Mightincffes  require  that  all  the 
captains  of  foreign  armed  vefiels 
fiiall,  upon  their  arrival,  prefent 
their  letters  of  marque  or  commif-' 
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lion,  and  authorifes,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  Admiralties,  to  treat 
all  thofe  as  pirates  whofe  letters 
are  found  to  be  illegal  for  want 
of  being  granted  by  a  fovereign 
power. 

The  quality  of  Paul  Jones,  and 
all  the  circumftances  of  the  affair, 
are  too  notorious  for  your  High 
Mightinefies  to  be  ignorant  of 
them.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are 
fixed  upon  your  refolution  ;  your 
High  MightinefTes  know  too  well 
the  value  of  good  faith  not  to  give 
an  example  of  it  in  this  effential 
rencontre.  The  fmalleft  deviation 
from  fo  facred  a  rule,  by  weaken- 
ing the  friendfhip  of  neighbours, 
may  produce  ferious  confequences. 

The  King  has  always  gloried  in 
cultivating  the  friendfhip  of  your 
High  Mightinefles  ;  his  Majefty 
conltantly  per(ifts  in  the  fame  fen- 
timents  ;  but  the  Englilli  nation 
does  not  think  that  it  any  ways 
has  deferved  its  fellow-citizens  to 
be  imprifoned  in  the  ports  of  the 
republic  by  a  man  of  no  character, 
a  fubjeft  of  the  fame  country,  and 
who  enjoys  that  liberty  v/hich  they 
are  deprived  of. 

It  is  for  thefe  and  many  other 
ftrong  reafons,  which  cannot  efcape 
the  wifJom  and  penetration  of  your 
High  MightinefTes,  that  the  un- 
derwritten hopes  to  receive  a  fpee- 
dy  and  favourable  anfwer  conform- 
able to  the  jull  expedlations  of 
the  King  his  mafter  and  the  Britilh 
nation. 

(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorke. 
Done  at  the  Hague,  03.  29,  1779. 

The  anfwer  which  their  High 
MightinefTes  caufed  to  be  given  to 
the  above  memorial  was  in  brief; 
"  That   they  will   in    no   refpedl 
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take  upon  thera  to  judge  of  the 
legality  or  illegality  of  thofe  who 
have  on  the  open  fea  taken  any 
veflels  which  do  not  belong  to 
their  country  ;  that  they  only 
open  their  ports  to  give  them  fliel- 
ter  from  ftorms  or  other  difaflers  ; 
and  that  they  oblige  them  to  go  to 
fea  again  with  their  prizes  without 
fuffering  them  to  unload  or  difpofe 
of  any  part  of  their  cargoes,  that 
they  may  be  liable  to  be  re- taken 
in  the  fame  flate  they  were  taken  ; 
bat  do  not  think  themfelves  au- 
thorized to  pafs  judgment  upon 
thofe  prizes,  or  the  perfon  of  Paul 
Jones,  &C." 


Memorial  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  to  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes,  No-u,  26th,   1779. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

THE  King  cannot  without 
farprize  i'ee  the  filence  that 
has  been  obferved,  with  regard  to 
the  memorial  which  the  under- 
written had  the  honour  to  prefent 
upwards  of  four  months  ago  to 
your  High  MightinefTes,  requiring 
the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaty. 

His  Majefty  would  not  have 
clnimc-d  the  aiTiRance  of  his  allies, 
if  he  had  not  been  fully  authorized 
to  it  by  the  menaces,  the  prepara- 
tions, and  even  the  attacks  of  his 
enemies  ;  and  if  he  had  not 
thought  your  High  MightinefTes  as 
much  interelled  in  the  prefervatiott 
of  Great  Britain  as  in  their  own. 

The  fpirit  and  the  letter  of  the 
treaties  confirm  this  truth.  Your 
High  Mightinefles  are  too  wife 
and  too  juft  to  difpenfe  with  the 
obfervance  of  them,  having  par- 
ticularly yourfelves  follicited  the 
additioa 
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additien  of  the  feparate  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1716,  in  which  the 
Cajus  Fczderis  is  ftipulated  in  a 
clear  and   inconteRible  manner. 

The  hoib'le  declaration  made  at 
London  by  the  Marquis  dc  NoaiIle;s, 
the  attack  of  Jerfey,  the  fiege  of 
Gibraltar,  and  all  the  other  noto- 
rious enterprizes,  arc  fo  many 
clear  proofs  of  a  manifeil  aggref- 
fion.  Beiides  which,  your  High 
Mightinefies  havefecn,  during  the 
paft  fummer,  that  the  combined 
forces  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon 
were  evidently  direilted  againil  his 
Majefly's  kingdoms  j  and  although 
the  vigorous  meafures  of  the  King, 
the  zealous  and  patriotic  efforts  of 
the  nation,  crowned  with  the  blef- 
fings  of  Providence,  have  happily 
hitherto  frultraced  their  ambitious 
defigns,  yet  the  danger  exilh  Hill, 
and  the  enemy  continues  fiill  to 
announce  their  intended  attacks 
and  invafions,  under  the  proteftion 
of  their  naval  forces. 

The  King  can  rever  imagine 
that  the  wifdom  of  your  High 
MightinefTes  can  permit  them  to 
remain  indifferent  in  interefts  fo 
folid  and  fo  common  to  both  coun- 
tries, and  flill  lefs  that  thev  fnculd 
not  be  convinced  of  the  juilice  of 
the  motives  which  have  determined 
his  Majefty  to  claim  that  fuccour 
which  is  his  due  on  fo  many  ac- 
counts. His  Majeily  would  rather 
perfuade  himfelf  that  your  High 
MightinefTes,  having  rcfolved  to 
augment  their  navy,  had  through 
.prudence  kept  back  their  anfwer 
till  they  were  better  able  to  furnifli 
the  fuccour  required. 

It  is  for  this  reafon,  that,  in 
renewing  this  fubjedl  in  the  moft 
prefling  manner,  I  have  orders  to 
requell  of  your  High  MightinefTes 
moll  amicably  not   to  defer    the 
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concerting  of  meafures,  in  order 
to  fulfil  their  engagements  on  this 
head.  The  decifion  of  your  High 
MightinefTes  is  fo  necefTary,  and 
fo  important  in  its  confequences, 
that  the  King  would  think  him- 
felf wanting  to  himfelf,  his  fub- 
jedls,  and  the  republic,  ifhisMa- 
jefty  did  not  recommend  this  af- 
fair immediately  to  the  moll  fe- 
rious  deliberation  of  your  High 
Mightinefl'e^.  It  is  of  infinite  im- 
port to  the  King  to  have  matters 
made  clear,  by  a  fpeedy  and  im- 
mediate anfwer  to  fo  eflential  an 
objed. 

His  Majefty  hopes,  from  the 
equity  of  your  High  MightinefTes, 
that  their  anfwer  will  be  conform- 
able to  the  treaties  and  the  fenti- 
menrs  of  friendfnip  he  has  always 
had  for  the  republic;  and  it  will 
be  according  to  the  refolutions  of 
your  High  MightinefTes  that  his 
Majcfly  propofes  to  take  fuch  fu- 
ture meafures  as  may  be  mofl 
adapted  to  circumflances,  and  moil 
proper  for  the  fecurity  of  his  eflates, 
the  welfare  of  his  people,  and  the 
dignity  of  his  crown. 
Done  at  the  Hague,  No'v.  26,  I  y^g^ 
(Signed)  . 

Joseph  Yorke. 


Treaty  of  Frlendjhip  and  Comtnerce 
bel-Lveeti  the  French  King  and 
the.  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
rica. 

HE  Moll  Chriflian  King, 
and  the  Thirteen  United 
States  of  North  America,  viz. 
New  -  Hampfhire,  MafTachufets- 
Bay,  Rhode-Jfland,  Connefticat, 
New- York,  New- Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  the  Counties  of  Newcaflle, 
Kent,  and  Sufl'cx  on  the  Dela- 
ware, 
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ware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
defirous  of  eftablifhing,  in  an  equi- 
table and  permanent  manner,  the 
rules  which  ought  to  be  obferved, 
relative  to  the  correfpondence  and 
commerce,  which  the  two  parties 
wilh  to  ellabliih  between  their  re- 
fpedlive  ftates,  dominions  and  fub- 
jefts ;  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
and  the  faid  United  States  have 
thought  proper,  and  as  moft  con- 
ducive to  this  end,  to  found  their 
arrangements  on  the  bafis  of  the 
moil  perfedl  equality  and  recipro- 
cal advantage,  taking  care  to 
avoid  difagreeable  preferences,  the 
fources  of  altercation,  embarrafT- 
ment,  and  difcontent;  to  leave  to 
eath  party  the  liberty,  refpefting 
commerce  and  navigation,  of  mak- 
ing fuch  interior  regulations  as 
ihall  fuit  themfelves ;  to  found 
their  commercial  advantages  as 
well  on  reciprocal  intereft,  as  on 
the  laws  of  mutual  agreement  ; 
and  thus  to  preferve  to  both  par- 
ties the  liberty  of  dividing,  each 
according  to  his  will,  the  fame  ad- 
vantages with  other  nations.  In 
this  idea,  and  to  accomplifli  thefe 
views,  his  faid  Majelly,  having  no- 
minated and  appointed,  as  his  ple- 
nipotentiary, M.  Conrad  Alexander 
Gerard,  royal  Syndic  of  the  city 
of  Strafburgh,  Secretary  of  his 
Majelly's  Council  of  State;  and 
the  United  States  having,  on  their 
part,  inverted  with  full  powers 
Mefr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Deputy 
of  the  General  Congrefs  of  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania,  and  prefi- 
dent  of  the  afTembly  of  the  faid 
ftate  ;  Silas  Deane,  formerly  De- 
puty of  the  State  of  Connedicut; 
and  Arthur  Lee,  Counfellor  at 
Law:  the  faid  plenipotentiaries 
refpeftively,  afcer  having  exchang- 
VoL.  XXII. 


ed  their' credentials,  and  upon  ma- 
ture deliberation,  have  conclud- 
ed and  agreed  to  the  following  ar- 
ticles : 

Art.  I.  A  firm,  inviolable,  and 
univerfal  peace,  and  a  true  and 
fincere  friendfliip,  Ihall  fubfift  be- 
tween the  moft  Chriftian  King, 
his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  well 
as  between  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjefts,  and  thofe  of  the 
iaid  ftates  ;  as  alfo  between  the 
people,  iflands,  cities,  and  places, 
under  the  government  of  his  Chri- 
ftian Majefty,  and  the  faid  United 
States ;  and  between  the  people 
and  inhabitants  of  all  clalTes,  with- 
out any  exception  to  perfons  or 
places.  The  conditions  mentioned 
in  the  prefent  treaty,  ftiall  be  per- 
petual and  permanent  between  the 
moft  Chriftian  King,  his  heirs  and 
fucccftbrs,  and  the  faid  United 
States. 

Art.  II.  The  moft  Chriftian 
King  and  the  United  States  mu- 
tually engage,  not  to  grant  any 
particular  favour  to  other  nations, 
refpcfting  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, which  fliall  not  be  imme- 
diately made  known  to  the  other 
party;  and  fuch  nation  ftiall  en- 
joy that  favour  gratuitoufly,  if  the 
conceftion  is  fuch,  or  in  granting 
the  fame  compenfation,  if  the 
conceftion  is  conditional. 

Art.  Ill,  The  fubjedts  of  the 
moft  Chriftian  King  ftiall  not  pay, 
in  the  ports,  harbours,  roads, 
countiies,  iflands,  cities,  and  places 
of  the  United  States,  any  greater 
duties  or  impofts,  of  what  nature 
Ibever  they  may  be,  or  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called,  than 
fuch  as  the  moft  favoured  nation 
fhall  pay  ;  and  they  fnall  enjoy  all 
the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  im- 
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ini'nkles,  and  exemptions,  in  point 
of  trade,  navigation,  and  com- 
merce, whether  in  paffing  from 
pne  port  of  the  faid  States  to  ano- 
ther, or  in  going  thither,  or  in 
retarning  from  or  going  to  any 
part  of  the  world  wliatever,  as 
the  faid  nations  may  or  fhall  en- 
Joy- 
"     Art.  IV.  The  fubjedls,   people, 

and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United 
States,  or  each  of  them,  Ihali  not 
pay,  in  the  ports,  harbours,  ro:ids, 
jUands,  cities,  and  places,  within 
the  dominions  of  his  moil  Chrillian 
Majefty  in  Europe,  any  greater 
duties  or  impoRs,  of  what  nature 
loever  they  may  be,  or  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called,  than  the 
molt  favourite  nation  are  or  Ihall 
be  bound  to  pay;  and  they  fliall 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  pri- 
vileges, immunities,  and  exemp- 
tions, in  point  of  trade,  naviga- 
tion, and  commerce,  whether  in 
pafiing  from  one  port  to  another  of 
the  faid  dominions  of  the  moft 
Chrillian  King  in  Europe,  or  in 
going  thither,  or  in  returning  from 
pr  going  to  any  part  of  the  world 
■jvhatever,  as  the  faid  nations  may 
pr  fhall  enjoy. 

Art.  V.  In  the  above  exemption 
is  particularly  comprized  the  im- 
pofition  of  one  hundred  pence  per 
jon,  eflablilhed  in  France  upon  fo- 
reign fiiips  J  excepting  when  the 
(hips  of  the  United  States  fliall 
load  with  French  merchandizes  in 
one  port  of  i- ranee  for  another  in 
fhe  fame  kingdom  ;  in  which  cafe 
the  faid  fhips  of  the  faid  United 
Stares  fliall  difcharge  the  ufual 
rights,  fo  long  as  the  mod  favou- 
rite nations  Ihall  be  obliged  to  do 
the  fame  ;  neverthelefs,  the  faid 
y  nited  States,  or  any  of  them,  fnall 
bs  at  liberty  to   eftablifli,    when- 


ever they  (hall  think  proper,  a 
right  equivalent  to  that  in  queltion, 
in  the  lame  cafe  as  it  is  eilabliflied 
in  the  ports  of  his  moll  Chriiliaa 
Majcfly. 

Art.  VI.  The  moll  Chrillian 
King  fnall  ufe  all  the  means  in'  his 
power  to  proteft  and  defend  all  the 
ihips  and  eftedls  belonging  to  the 
fubjeds,  people,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  United  States,  and  of 
each  of  them,  which  fhall  be  ia 
his  ports,  harbours,  or  roads,  or 
in  the  feas  near  bis  territories, 
countries,  ifles,  cities,  and  places ; 
and  fliall  ufe  every  effort  to  reco- 
ver and  rellore  to  the  lawful  pro- 
prietors, their  agents  or  order,  all 
the  fhips  and  effcdls  which  ihall  be 
taken  within  his  jurifdiftion  ;  and 
his  moll  Chriilian  Majelly's  fnips 
of  war,  or  other  convoys,  failing 
under  his  authority,  fliall  take,  on 
every  occafion,  under  their  pro- 
tedlion  the  ihips  belonging  to  the 
iubjedls,  people,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  United  States,  or  any 
of  them,  which  ihall  keep  the  fame 
courfe  and  make  the  fame  rout,  and 
defend  the  faid  ihips,  fo  long  as 
they  ihall  keep  the  fame  courfe  and 
make  the  fame  rout,  againil  every 
attack,  force,  or  violence,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  are  bound  to 
defend  and  protedl  the  fhips  be- 
longing to  the  fubjsds  of  his  moll 
Chrifl:ian  Majeily. 

Art.  VII.  In  like  manner  the 
faid  United  States,  and  their  ihips 
of  war  failing  under  their  autho- 
rity, fhall  proteft  and  defend, 
agreeable  to  the  contents  of  the 
preceding  article,  all  the  ihips  and 
elfefts  belonging  to  the  mofl:  Chrif- 
tian  King,  and  ilialJ  ufe  ail  their 
efforts  to  recover  and  rellore  the 
faid  fliips  and  efFefts,  which  iliall 
be  taken  vvithia  the  extent  of  the 

jurif- 
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3urifclic\ion     of    the    faid    United  upon   clear   proof,   be  confifcatt-d. 

iitateo,  or  either  of  them.  Provided,   the  exclufion    ilipulated 

An.  Vlll.   The  molt    Chrifti.in  in    the    prcfent  article    ili^ll    Hand 

King  will  employ  his  endeavours  good  only  fo  long  as  the  King  and 

and    mediation   with   the  King  or  the  United  States  ihall  not  iLfFer  it 

Emperor  of  Morocco  or  Fez,  with  to  be  enjoyed  by  any  other  nation 

the   Regencies   of  Algier,   Tunis,  whatever. 

and  Tripoli,  or  any  of  them,  as  Art.  X.  The  United  States  their 
well  as  with  every  other  Prince,  citizens  and  inhabitants,  lliall  never 
State,  or  Powers,  of  the  Barbaiy  dillurb  the  fubjeiSls  cf  the  moll: 
coall  in  Africa,  and  with  the  fub-  Chridian  King  in  the  enjoyment 
jecis  of  the  faid  King,  Emperor,  and  exercifc  of  the  right  of  fifhing 
States  and  Powers,  and  each  of  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
them,  to  fecure,  as  fully  and  ef-  any  more  than  in  the  unlimited 
fcftualiy  as  poflihle,  to  the  advan-  and  exclufive  enjoyment  they  poT- 
tage,  convenience,  and  fecurity,  of  fefs  on  that  part  of  the  collIIs  cf 
the  faid  United  States,  and  each  that  iiland,  as  fpecified  in  the  treaty 
of  them,  as  alfo  their  fubjeils,  of  Utrecht,  nor  in  the  rights  rcla- 
people,  and  inhabitants,  their  Ihips  tive  to  all  and  each  of  the  iiles 
and  efFeds,  again!!  violence,  '  in-  which  belong  to  his  mod  Chriftian 
fuit,  attack,  or  depredation,  on  Majcfty;  the  whole  conformable  to 
the  part  of  the  faid  Barbary  the  true  fenfe  of  the  treaties  of 
Princes  and  States,  or  their  fub-  Utrecht  and  Paris, 
jedls.  Art.  XI.  The  fuiijeds  and  in- 
Art.  IX.  The  fubjedls,  inhabi-  hijbitants  of  the  faid  United  States, 
tants,  merchants,  commanders  of  or  any  of  them,  liiall  not  be  ccnfi-. 
{hips,  mafiers,  and  feamen,  of  the  dered  as  foreij',ners  in  France,  and 
Hates,  provinces,  and  dominions  of  ccnfequently  ihall  be  exempt  from 
the  two  parties,  fhall  reciprocally  the  right  cf  efcheatage,  or  any 
refrain  from  and  avoid  filling  in  other  fuch  like  right,  under  any 
any  cf  the  places  polielled,  or  name  whatever  j  they  may,  by  y/ilJ, 
which  fiiall  be  polTefied,  by  the  donation,  or  otherwife,  diipofe  of 
other  party.  The  fu'rijedts  of  his  their  goods,  moveables,  and  fix- 
moll;  Ch-nilian  Majcity  fnall  not  tures,  in  favour  of  whom  they  fiirdl 
iilh  in  the  harbouis,  bays,  creeks,  pleafe  ;  and  their  heirs,  fubjeds 
roads,  and  places,  which  the  faid  of  the  faid  United  States,  rchdent 
United  States  poflcfs,  or  fh  (ill  here-  in  France  or  elfewhere,  ih'all  fuc- 
atter  poflcfs ;  and  in  the  fame  man-  ceed  to  them,  ah  intefiat,  without 
ner  the  fubjefls,  people,  and  in-  being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of 
habitants,  of  the  faid  United  States,  naturalization,  and  without  being 
fliall  not  fifli  in  the  harbours,  bays,  expofed  to  any  moleftatiou  or  hind- 
creeks,  roads,  coads,  artd  places,  r;ince,  under  pretence  of  any  rights 
which  his  moil  Chriftian  Majefty  or  prerogatives  of  provinces,  ci- 
aftually  poffeffes,  or  (hall  hereafter  ties,  or  private  perfons  ;  and  :  the 
polTefs  ;  and  if  any  (hip  or  vcflel  faid  heirs,  either  by  particular  title, 
iliall  be  furprized  fifiiing,  in  viola-  or  ah  intejlct,  fjiall  be  exen}pt  from 
tion  of  the  prefent  treaty,  the  fame  all  right  of  detraftion,  or  other 
fliip  or  vCiTcl,  and  its  cargo,  (hall,  right  of  that  kind,  provided  .Jhar 
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fuch  or  the  like  local  rights  are 
not  eflablifhed  by  the  faid  United 
States,  or  any  ef  them.  The  fub- 
jeds  of  the  moll:  Chrillian  King 
ihall  enjoy,  on  their  fide,  in  all 
the  dominions  of  the  faid  States,  an 
entire  an  I  peife^t  reciprocation, 
with  refpeft  to  the  ftipjiations  in- 
cluded in  the  prefent  article. 

But  it  is  at  the  fame  time  agreed, 
that  the  contents  of  this  article  iTiall 
not  affeft  the  laws  n^ade  in  France 
3gaintt  emigrations,  or  fuch  as  may 
be  made  hereafter,  fuch  being  left 
in  their  full  force  and  vigour;  the 
United  States,  on  their  fide,  or 
any  of  them,  fhali  be  tree  to  make 
fuch  la^.vs,  refpsCiing  that  matter, 
as  they  iliall  judge  proper. 

Art.  XII.  The  merchant  fnips  of 
both  parties,  which  fhall  be  bound 
to  any  port,  belonging  to  a  power 
then  an  enemy  of  the  other  ally, 
and  of  which  the  voyage,  or  nature 
of  its  cargo,  {hall  give  jalt  fufpi- 
cions,  (hall  be  bound  to  produce, 
either  on  the  high  feas,  or  in  ports 
and  harbour?,  not  only  their  pafl- 
por;s,  but  alfo  c  rcificates,  which 
fliall  exprefbiy  ftate,  that  their  car- 
goes are  not  of  prohibited  and  con- 
traband wares. 

Art.  XIII.  If  the  contents  of  the 
faid  certificates  le^ds  to  a  difco- 
very,  that  the  fliip  carries  prohi- 
bited and  contraband  merchan- 
dizes, configned  to  an  enemy's 
port,  it  fliall  not  be  permitted  to 
open  the  hatches  of  the  faid  fhip, 
nor  any  cafe,  cheil,  trunk,  bale, 
cafk,  or  other  cafes,  contained 
therein,  or  to  difplace  or  remove 
the  h'rtrt  part  of  the  merchandize, 
whether  the  fliip  belongs  to  the 
moll  Chrillian  King,  or  tothe  inha- 
bitants of  the  United  States,  until 
the  cargo  has  been  landed  in  the 
prefence  of  the  officers  of  the  Ad- 
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miralty,  and  an  inventory  taken  of 
them  ;  but  they  fhall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  fell,  exchange,  or  difpofe 
of  the  fliips  or  cargoes,  in  any  man- 
ner whatever,  until  a  fair  and  legal 
enquiry  has  been  made,  the  con- 
traband declared,  and  the  Court 
of  Admiralty  fhall  have  pronounced 
the  confifcation  by-judgment,  ne- 
verthelefs  without  prejudice  of 
fhips  or  cargoes,  which,  by  virtue 
of  this  treaty,  fhould  be  confider^d 
as  free.  It  fhall  not  be  permitted 
to  retn'n  merchandizes,  under  pre- 
tence that  they  were  found  among 
contraband  goods,  and  Rill  lefs  to 
confifcate  them  as  legal  prizes.  In 
cafe  where  a  part  only,  and  not 
the  whole  of  the  cargo,  ccnfifts  of 
contraband  articles,  and  that  the 
commander  of  the  fhip  confents  to 
deliver  up  to  the  captor  what  fliall 
be  difcovered,  then  the  captain, 
who  fhall  have  made  the  prize, 
after  having  received  thofe  articles, 
fhall  immediately  releafe  the  fhip, 
and  in  no  manner  prevent  it  from 
purfuing  its  voyage;  but  in  cafe 
that  the  whole  of  the  contraband 
articles  cannot  be  all  taken  into 
the  veffel  of  the  captor,  then  the 
captain  of  fuch  vefTel  fhall  remain 
mafter  of  his  prize,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  offer  to  give  up  the  contra- 
band goods,  and  condudl  the  fhip 
into  the  nearell  port,  conformably 
to  what  is  above  fpeciiied. 

Art.  XIV.  It  is  agreed,  on  the 
contrary,  that  every  thing  that 
fhall  be  found  embarked  by  the  re- 
fpedive  fubjeds,  in  fhips  belong- 
ing to  the  enemies  of  the  other 
party,  or  their  fubjefts,  fhall  be 
confifcated,  without  regard  to  their 
being  prohibited  or  not,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  they  belonged 
to  the  enemy  ;  excepting,  however, 
fuch  effcdts  and   merchandize?  as 
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!i.id  been  put  on  board  the  fald 
ihips  before  the  declaration  of  war, 
or  even  after  the  faid  declaration, 
if  they  were  ignorant  of  it  at  the 
time  of  loading  ;  fo  that  the  mer- 
chandizes of  the  fubjcdls  of  both 
parties,  whether  they  be  found 
among  contraband  goods  or  other- 
wife,  which,  as  hath  been  juft 
mentioned,  fliall  have  been  put  on 
board  a  fhip,  belonging  to  the 
enemy,  before  the  war,  or  even 
after  the  faid  declaration,  when 
unknown  to  them,  (hall  not  be, 
in  any  manner,  fubjeft  to  confifca- 
tion,  but  Ihall  be  faithfully  and 
truly  reitored,  without  delay,  to 
the  owners  who  fliall  claim  them  ; 
it  muft,  however,  be  underflood, 
that  it  will  not  be  permitted  to 
carry  contraband  goods  into  an 
enemy's  ports.  The  two  contraft- 
ing  parties  agree,  that  after  the 
expiration  of  two  months,  from  the 
declaration  of  war,  their  refpedtive 
fubjedls,  from  what  part  of  the 
world  foever  they  ihall  come,  fliall 
not  be  permitted  to  plead  ignorance 
of  the  quellion  in  this  article. 

Art.  XV.  And  in  order  the  more 
effectually  to  fecure  the  fubjedls  of 
the  two  contraftin^  parties  from 
receiving  any  prejudice  from  the 
ihips  of  war  or  privateers  of  either 
party,  orders  fliall  be  given  to  all 
captains  of  fliips  of  his  moll  Chrif- 
tian  Majefly  ^nd  the  faid  United 
States,  and  to  all  their  fubjeds,  to 
avoid  offering  infulc  or  doing  da- 
mage to  the  fliips  of  either  party; 
and  whoever  fliall  a6l  contrary  to 
thefe  orders,  fliall  be  puniflied  for 
it,  and  fliall  be  bound  and  obliged 
perfonally,  in  their  own  effedls, 
to  repair  all  fuch  damages  and 
loflcs. 

Art.  XVI.  All  fliips  and  mer- 
chandizes of  what   nature  foever. 
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which  fliall  be  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  pirates  on  the  high  fejs, 
fliall  be  conducted  into  fome  port 
of  the  two  States,  and  lliail  be 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  cfti- 
cerb  of  the  faid  port,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  entirely  reilored  to 
the  right  owner,  as  foon  as  fuch 
property  fliall  be  fully  and  clearly 
proved. 

Art.  XVir.  The  fhips  of  war  of 
his  moll  Chriftian  Majefly,  and 
thofe  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  privateers  fitted  out  by  thvir 
fubjecls,  fliall  be  at  full  liberty  to 
condud  where  they  pleafe  fuch 
prizes  as  they  fliall  take  from  the 
enemy,  without  being  amenable  to 
the  jurifdidion  of  their  admirals  or 
admiralty,  cr  any  other  power; 
and  the  faid  veffels,  or  prizes,  en- 
tering into  the  harbours  or  ports  of 
his  niofl:  Chriflian  Majefly,  or  thofe 
of  the  faid  United  States,  fliall  be 
neither  flopped  nor  feized,  nor 
fliall  the  officers  of  fuch  places 
enquire  into  the  validity  of  the 
faid  prizes,  but  fnall  be  permitted 
to  depart  freely  and  «t  full  liberty, 
to  fuch  places  as  direded  in  the 
commiffions,  which  the  captains 
of  the  faid  fliips  ihall  be  obbged 
to  produce.  And,  on  the  contra- 
ry, they  flial!  nei;;her  give  fecu- 
rity  nor  retreat,  in  their  port^  or 
harbours,  to  any  prizes  made  oa 
the  fubjedf  of  his  Majefly,  j)r  the 
faid  United  States  ;  and,  if  fuch 
fhall  be  found  to  enter  their  ports, 
through  ftorms  or  dangers  of  the 
fea,  they  fliall  be  obliged  to  de- 
part as  foon  as  poffible. 

Art.  XVIII.  Should  a  fliip,  be- 
longing to  either  of  the  two  Spates, 
or  their  fubjeds,  run  aground,  be 
wrecked,  or  fuffer  other  damages, 
upon  the  coafts  belonging  to  one 
of  the  two  partic;,  they   fl-iall  give 
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all  friendly  aid  and  affiilance  to 
fucli  as  are  in  danger,  and  take 
every  method  to  fecure  their  fate 
paffage,  and  return  to  their  own 
country. 

Art.  XIX.  When  the  fubjcas 
and  inhabitants  of  one  cf  the  two 
parties  with  their  fhips,  whether 
men  of  w.ir,  privateers,  or  mer- 
chantmen, iliall  be  forced  by  foul 
weather,  by  the  purfuits  of  pirates 
or  cneiv.ie-,  or  by  any  other  urgent 
neceility,  to  feek  Hielter  and  re- 
fuge, to  run  into  and  enter  fome 
river,  bay,  road,  or  port,  belong- 
inq:  ro  one  of  the  two  partie?,  they 
jfliail  be  received  and  treated  with 
Jiunsanity  and  kindnefs,  and  ihall 
enjoy  all  the  friendfliip,  protec- 
tion, and  affiilance,  and  fliall  be 
permitted  to  procure  refrcfhments, 
pjovjfions,  and  every  thing  necef- 
fat'y  for  their  iubfiflence,  for  the 
repairing  of  their  fhip?,  and  to 
enable  theti>  to  purfue  their  voyage, 
paying  a  reafonable  price  for  every 
thing  ;  and  they  fhall  not  be  de- 
tained in  any  manner,  nor  pre- 
vented quitting  the  faid  ports  or 
roads,  but  fliall  be  permitted  to  de- 
part at  pleafure,  without  any  ob- 
Itacle  or  impediment. 

Art.  XX.  In  order  the  better  to 
promote  the  commerce  of  the  two 
parties,  it  is  agreed,   that  in  cafe 
a   war    fliould    commence   between 
the   two   faid   nation,"-,  fix   months 
fhall  be  allowed,  after  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  to  the  merchants  liv- 
ing  in   their  towns  and  cities,   to 
•col!et5l    and    tranfport    their    mer- 
..chandize;  and,  if  any  part  of  them 
-fhall  be  ilolen  or  damaged,  during 
the  lime  above  prefcribed,  by  ei- 
ther of  the  two  parties,  their  people 
cr.fubjecls  fliall  be  obliged  to  make 
•  full  and  peifcix  fatisfaition  for  the 
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Art.  XXL  No-fubjea  of  the 
moft  Chrillian  King  iliall  take  a 
commifhon,  or  letters  of  marque, 
to  arm  any  fliip  or  vcfiel,  to  adt  as 
a  privateer  againll  the  faid  United 
States,  or  any  one  of  them,  or 
againll  their  fubjedils,  people  or  irt- 
habitants,  or  againfl  their  proper- 
ty, or  that  of  the  inhabitants  6f 
any  of  them,  from  ar>y  Prince 
whatever,  with  whoi^  the  faid 
United  States  Iball  be  at  war.  Jft 
like  manner,  no  citizen,  fubjeft-, 
or  inhabitant  of  the  faid  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  fliall  de- 
mand or  accept  any  eornmiflion, 
or  letters  of  marque,  to  arm  any 
iliips  or  vefTels,  to  aft  againft  the - 
fubjedls  of  bis  moft  ChrilHan  Ma- 
jelly,  or  any  of  them,  or  their  pro- 
perty, from  any  Prince  or  State 
whatever,  with  whom  his  faid 
Majeiiy  may  be  at  war ;  and  if 
any  of  the  two  nations  fliall  take 
fuch  Gommifiions,  or  letters  of 
marque,  they  fhall  be  puniflied  as 
pirates. 

Art,  XXII.  No  foreign  priva- 
teer, not  belonging  to  fome  fubjeft 
of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  or 
to  a  citizen  of  the  faid  United 
States,  which  fhall  have  a  com- 
miflion  from  any  Prince  Or  power 
at  war  with  one  of  the  two  nations, 
fliall  be  permitted  to  arm  their 
fliips  in  the  ports  of  one  of  the  two 
parties,  nor  to  fell  their  prizer, 
nor  to  clear  their  fliips,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  of  their  mer- 
chandizes, or  any  part  of  their 
cargo  ;  they  fliall  not  even  be  per- 
mitted to  purchafe  any  other  pro- 
vifion?,  than  fuch  as  are  neccffary 
to  carry  them  to  the  nearell  port  of 
the  Prince  or  State,  of  whom  they 
hold  their  com nuflion. 

Art.  XXIII.  All  and  each  of  the 
fubjedls  of  the  moil  Chrillian  King, 
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a?  well  as  the  citizens,  peopl?,  and 
inhabitants,  of  the  faid  United 
States,  fnall  be  permitted  to  work 
their  vefiels,  in  full  liberty  and  fe- 
curity,  without  any  exception  be- 
ing made  thereto,  on  account  of 
the  proprietors  of  merchandizes  on 
board  the  faid  vefTf  Is,  coming  from 
any  port  whatever,  and  deflined 
for  fome  place  belonging  to  a  power 
aftually  an  enemy,  or  which 
may  become  fuch,  of  his  Moll 
Chriftian  Majefiy  or  the  United 
States.  It  fliall  be  equally  permit- 
ted to  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitants 
above-mentioned,  to  navigate  their 
ftips  and  merchandizes,  and  to 
frequent,  with  the  fame  liberty 
and  fecuritv,  the  places,  ports,  and 
havens,  of  the  pov.'ers,  enemies  to 
the  two  contrafting  parties,  or  one 
of  them,  without  oppofition  or 
moleftation,  and  to  .  trade  with 
tJiem,  not  only  diredly  from  ports 
of  the  enemy  to  any  neutral  port, 
but  alfo  from  one  port  of  the  ene- 
my to  another  of  the  fame,  whe- 
ther under  the  jurifdidlion  of  one' 
or  more;  and  it  is  ftipulated  by 
the  prefent  treaty,  that  all  free 
vefiels  fhall  equally  enjoy  the  li- 
berty of  trade,  and  that  every 
thing  Ihall  be  judged  free  which  is 
found  on  board  tbe  fhips  belong- 
ing to  the  fubjeiSls  of  one  of  the 
contradling  parties,  even  though 
the  cargo,  or  part  of  it,  fhould 
belong  to  the  enemies  of  one  of 
them  ;  excepting  alvvay,  however, 
all  contraband  goods.  It  is  equally 
agreed,  that  the  fame  liberty  fliall 
extend  to  pcrfons  on  board  fuch 
free  Ihips,  even  though  they  fhall 
be  enemies  to  one  of  the  two  con- 
trafting  parties,  and  (hall  not  be 
taken  from  the  faid  fhips,  unlefs 
in  arms,  and  adtually  in  the  ene- 
my's fervice. 
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Art.  XXIV.  This  free  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  is  extended  to 
all  forts  of  merchandizes,  except- 
ing only  fuch  as  fliall  be  deemed 
contraband  or  prohibited,  and  un- 
der fuch  denomination  are  com- 
prehended arms,  cannons,  bombs, 
with  their  fufees  and  other  apur- 
tenances,  bullets,  powder,  matches, 
piques,  fwords,  lances,  darts,  hal- 
berds, mortars,  petards,  grenades, 
faltpetre,  fufils,  balls,  bucklers, 
cafques,  cuirafTes,  coats  of  mail, 
and  other  arms  of  that  kind,  pro- 
per for  the  defence  of  foldiers  ; 
gun-locks,  fhoulder-belts,  horfes 
and  their  trappings,  and  all  other 
inilruments  of  war  whatever.  The 
following  merchandizes  are  not  to 
be  confidered  as  contraband  or 
prohibited,  viz.  all  forts  of  cloths, 
and  other  woollen  fluffs,  linen, 
filk,  cotton,  or  other  fuch  matters  j 
all  forts  of  clothes,  with  the  ma- 
terials of  which  they  are  ufually 
made;  gold  and  filver  either  in 
fpecie  or  otherv/ife,  pewter,  iron, 
latten,  copper,  braf?,  coals^  and 
even  wheat  and  barley,  and  all 
other  forts  of  grsin  and  roots  ; 
tobacco  and  all  forts  of  fpices, 
faked  and  dried  provillon?,  dried 
fifn,  cheefe  and  butter,  beer,  oil, 
wine,  fugar,  and  all  kinds  of  fait, 
and,  in  general,  all  kinds  of  pro- 
vifion  necefi'ary  for  the  nonrifh- 
ment  of  man,  and  for  the  fupport 
of  life  ;  alfo  pII  forts  of  cotton, 
hemp,  linen,  pitch,  tar,  cords,  ca- 
bles, fails,  canvas  for  fails,  anchors, 
parts  of  anchors,  rnafts,  plarks, 
timber  and  wood  of  all  kinds,  and 
all  ether  things  proper  for  the- 
building  and  repairing  cf  fl-.ipj, 
and  other  matters  whatfoevrr, 
which  are  not  in  the  form  of  war- 
like inftruments  for  fea  or  lard, 
ftvdll  not  be  reputed  contraband, 

much 
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much  lefs  fuch  as  are  already  pre- 
pared for  other  ufes.  All  the  ar- 
ticles above-mentioned  are  to  be 
comprifed  among  the  free  articles 
of  merchandize,  as  well  as  all  the 
other  merchandizes  and  efFeds, 
which  are  not  compriied  and  par- 
ticularly named  in  the  liR  of  con- 
traband merchandizes  ;  fo  that 
they  may  be  tranfported  and  con- 
duced, in  the  freeft  manner,  by 
the  fubjefts  of  the  two  coiitrading 
parties,  into  any  of  the  enemy's 
ports  ;  excepting,  however,  that 
fuch  places  are  not  a£tua!!y  befieg- 
ed,  blocked  up  or  invelted. 

Art.  XXV.  In  order  to  remove 
and  prevent  diiicntions  and  quar- 
rels on  either  fide,  it  is  agreed, 
that  in  cafe  one  of  the  two  parties 
fhall  find  themfelves  engaged  in  a 
war,  the  Ihips  and  vefl'els  belong- 
ing to  the  fubjefts  or  people  of 
the  other  ally,  fhall  be  provided 
with  marine  pafiports,  which  fliali 
exprefs  the  name,  property,  and 
burden  of  the  fliip,  as  well  as  the 
name  and  placs  of  abode  of  the 
mailer  and  commander  of  the  faid 
ijiip,  in  order  that  it  may  from 
thence  appear  that  the  fame  ihip 
really  and  trully  belongs  to  the 
fubjedls  of  one  of  the  rwo  contract- 
ing parties,  Thefe  pafiports  aic 
to  be  annually  renewed,  in  cafe 
the  {hip  returns  home  in  the  fpace 
of  one  year.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that 
the  above- mentioned  f}iip%  in  cafe 
they  fhall  be  laden,  are  to  be  pro- 
vided not  only  with  palTports,  bat 
alfo  with  certificates,  containing 
the  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the 
place  from  whence  the  fhip  came, 
and  a  declaration  of  what  contra- 
band goods  are  on  board  ;  which 
certificate  is  to  be  made  in  the  ac- 
cuflomed  form,  by  the  officers  of 
the   place   from  whence  the   Ihip 


failed;  and  if  it  be  judged  neceJf'iJ 
fary  or  prudent,  to  exprefs  in  th« 
faid  pafiports  the  perfons  to  whom' 
the  merchandise  belongs,  it  muit 
be  freely  complied  with. 

Art.  XXVI.  In  cafe  any  fliips  of 
the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  one 
of  the  two  contrafting  parties 
Qiould  approach  the  coait  ci  the 
other,  without  any  intention  to 
enter  the  port,  or"  after  having 
entered  ir,  without  any  intention 
to  unload  their  cargo,  or  break 
bulk,  they  fl»all  conduct  themfelves, 
in  that  refped,  according  to  the 
general  rules  prefcribed,  or  to  be 
prcfcribed,  relative  to  that  matter. 

Alt.  XXVil.  When  any  vefTeJ, 
belonging  ^  to  the  faid  fubjeds, 
people,  and  inhabitant.s  of  one 
of  the  two  parties,  fhall  meet, 
while  failing  along  the  coail  or  on 
the  open  fea,  a  fhip  of  war  or  pri- 
vateer, belonging  to  the  other,  the 
faid  fliip  of  war  or  privateer,  in 
order  10  avoid  dlibider,  fhall  bring 
fuch  veflel  too,  and  fend  her  boat 
v>  ith  two  or  three  on  board  her,  to 
whom  the  mailer  or  commander  of 
the  merchantman  (hall  produce  his 
paffport,  apd  prove  the  property 
of  the  vefTel  ;  and  as  fonn  as  fuch 
pailport  fhall  be  produced,  the 
mailer  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  purfue 
his  voyage,  without  being  moleit- 
ed,  or  in  any  other  manner  dri^ tn 
or  forced  to  alter  his  intended 
courfe; 

Art.  XXVIII.  It  is  agreed,  that 
when  the  n.ei  chandizes  fhall  be  put 
on  board  fl)ip.i  or  vefTels  of  one  of 
the  two  conirading  parties,  they 
fhall  not  be  fubj?d  to  be  examined 
again,  all  fuch  examination  and 
fearch  being  to  be  made  before 
loading,  and  the  prohibited  goods 
being  to  be  flopped  and  feized  on 
fliore,  before  they  could  be  em- 
barked, 
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barktd,  unlefs  there  are  ftrong  fuf- 
picions  or  proofs  of  fraudulent 
pra£lices.  So  that  no  fubjeft  of 
ins  Moll:  Chrillian  Majefty,  or  of 
the  United  States,  can  be  flopped 
or  molclled  for  that  caufe  by  any 
kind  of  embargo  ;  but  fuch  fubjefls 
of  the  State,  who  fhall  prefume  to 
vend  or  fell  fuch  merchandizes  as 
are  prohibited,  fhall  be  duly  pu- 
iiiihed  for  fuch  infradion  of  the 
treaty. 

Arc.  XXIX.  The  two  contraft- 
ir.fT  parties  mutually  grant  each 
oifier  the  right  of  maintiining,  in 
tlieir  refpedlive  ports,  Confuls, 
Vice  Confuls,  Agents,  and  Com- 
miifaries,  whofe  bulinefs  fiiall  be 
regulated  by  a  particular  conven- 
tion. 

Art.  XXX.  In  order  further  to 
forward  and  facilitate  the  com- 
merce between  the  fuhjefts  of  the 
United  States  and  France,  the 
Mod  Chriitian  King  will  allow 
thein  in  Europe  one  or  more  free 
ports,  to  which  they  niay  bring 
and  fell  all  the  connmodstt^  and 
merchandizes  of  the  Thirteen 
United  Scares.  His  Majeliy  will 
alfo  grant  to  the  fobjcdU  of  the 
faid  States,  the  free  ports,  which 
have  been,  and  arc  open,  in  the 
French  IHands  or'  Amejica;  all 
which  free  ports  the  faid  fubjecis 
of  the  United  States  (hall  enjoy, 
conformably  to  the  regulations 
which  determine  that  matter. 

Art.  XXXt.  The  prefent  treaty 
fliall  be  ratified  by  both  parties, 
and  the  ratifications  exchanged, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or 
fooner  if  may  be.  In  wirnefs  of 
which,  the  refpeftive  Plenipoten- 
tiaries have  figned  the  above  ar- 
ticles, both  in  the  French  and 
Ejiglifh  language,  neverthelefs  de- 
ilaring,  that  the  prefent  treaty  was 


PAPERS.  [44r 

originally  digefted  and  fettled  in 
the  French  language,  to  which 
they  have  affixed  their  hands  and 
feals. 

Given  at  Paris  the  fixth  day  of 
the  month  of  February,  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
eight. 

C.  A.  Gerard. 

B.  Franklin. 

Silas  Deane. 

Arthur  Lee. 


By  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States 
(/"America. 

MANIFESTO. 

THESE  United  States  having 
been  driven  to  hoflilities  by 
the  oppreifive  and  tyrannoas  mea- 
fures  of  Great  Brittain  ;  having 
been  compelled  to  commit  the  ef- 
fential  rio-hts  of  man  to  the  deci- 
fion  of  arms  ;  and  having  been  at 
length  forced  to  (hake  oiF  a  yoke 
which  had  grown  too  burthenfome 
to  bear,  they  declared  themfelves 
free  and  independent. 

Confiding  in  the  jufUce  of  their 
caufe,  confiding  in  Him  who  dif- 
pofes  of  human  events,  although 
weak  and  unprovided,  they  fet  the 
po'.ver  of  their  enemies  at  defiance. 

In  this  confidence  they  have  con- 
tinued, through  the  various  fortune 
of  three  bloody  campaigns,  unaw- 
ed  by  the  powers,  uniubdued  by 
the  barbarity  of  their  foes.  Their 
virtuous  citizens  have  borne,  with- 
out repining,  the  lofs  of  many 
things  which  tnade  life  defirable. 
Their  brave  troops  have  patiently 
endured  the  hardlhips  and  dangers 
of  a  (ituation,  fruitful  in  both  be- 
yond example. 

The 
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The  Congrefs  confidering  them- 
felves  bound  to  love  their  enemies, 
as  children  of  that  Being  who  is 
equally  the  Father  of  all,  and  defi- 
TouG,  fmce  they  could  not  prevent, 
at  lead  to  alleviate  the  calamities 
of  war,  have  ftudied  to  fpare  thofe 
who  were  in  arms  againll  them, 
and  to  lighten  the  chains  of  capti- 
vity. 

The  conduft  of  thofe  ferving 
under  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
Jhath,  with  fome  few  exceptions, 
been  diametrically  oppofite.  They 
have  laid  walle  the  open  country, 
burned  the  defencelefs  villages, 
and  butchered  the  citizens  of  Ame- 
rica. Their  prifons  have  been  the 
flaughter-houfes  of  her  foldiers, 
their  Ihips  of  her  feamen,  and  the 
fevereft  injuries  have  been  aggra- 
vated by  the  grolTeft  infults. 

Foiled  in  their  vain  attempt  to 
fubjugate  the  unconquerable  fpirit 
of  freedom,  they  have  meanly  af- 
i'ailed  the  Reprefentatives  of  Ame- 
rica with  bribes,  with  deceit,  and 
the  fervility  of  adulation.  They 
have  made  a  mock  of  humanity,  by 
the  wanton  deflrudion  of  men  : 
they  have  made  a  mock  of  reli- 
gion, by  impious  appeals  to  God, 
vvhillt  in  the  violation  of  his  facred 
commands  :  they  have  made  a 
mock  even  of  reafon  itfelf,  by  en- 
deavouring to  prove,  that  the  li- 
berty and  happinefs  of  America 
could  fafely  be  entruftcd  to  thofe 
who  have  fold  their  c^-:n,  unawed 
by  the  fen(e  of  virtue,  or  of  ihame. 

Treated  with  the  contempt 
which  fuch  conduct  deferved,  they 
have  applied  to  individuals ;  they 
have  folicired  them  to  break  the 
bonds  of  allegiance,  and  imbrue 
their  fouls    vvich    the  blackell  of 
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crimes :  but  fearing  that  none 
could  be  found  through  thefe  Unit- 
ed States,  equal  to  the  wickednefs 
of  their  purpofe,  to  influence  weak 
minds,  they  have  threatened  more 
wide  devaftation. 

While  the  ihadow  of  hope  re- 
mained, that  our  enemies  could  be 
taught  by  our  example  to  refpe(il 
thofe  laws  which  are  held  facred 
among  civilized  nations,  and  to 
comply  with  the  dilates  of  a  reli- 
gion which  they  pretend  in  com- 
mon with  us  to  believe  and  rz\^\e^, 
they  have  been  left  to  the  influence 
of  that  religion,  and  that  example. 
But  fmce  their  incorrigible  difpo- 
fitions  cannot  be  touched  by  kind- 
nefs  and  compaflion,  it  becomes 
our  duty  by  other  means  to  vindi- 
cate the  rights  of  humanity. 

We,  therefore,  the  Congrefs  of 
the  United  States  of  America,   do 

SOLEMNLY    DECLARE    AND    PRO- 

CLAiiM,  That  if  our  enemies  pre- 
fume  to  execute  their  threats,  or 
perfift  in  their  prefent  career  of 
barbawty,  we  will  take  fuch  ex- 
emplary vengeance  as  fliall  deter 
others  from  a  like  conduft.  ■  We 
appeal  to  that  God  who  iearcheth 
the  hearts  of  men,  for  the  reftitude 
of  our  intentions.  And  in  his  holy 
prefence  we  declare.  That  as  we 
are  not  moved  by  any  light  and 
hally  fuggeilions  of  anger  or  re- 
venge, io  through  every  poflible 
change  of  fortune  we  will  adhere 
to  this  our  determination. 

Done  in  Congrefs,  by  unani- 
mous confent,  the  thirtieth 
day  of  Oftober,  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred,  ancl 
feventy-eight. 
Atteft, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 
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A:cmmt  of  Michel  Schnppach,  the 
Mountain  DoFtor.  From  Coxe'.r 
Sketches  of  the  Natural,  Ci-vil  and 
Political  State  of  SwifTerland, 

Lnngeiiau,  Sept.  18,   1776. 

YOU  have  heard,  perhaps,  of 
Michel  Schuppach,  the  fa- 
mous Swils  doftor  ;  of  whofe  in- 
tuitive fagacity  in  difcOvering  the 
feat  of  diforders,  and  applying 
fuitable  remedies  to  them,  many 
vvondcrful  ftories  are  recounted  by 
travellers,  and  which  generally,  I 
fuppofe,  have  encreafed  in  the 
marvellous,  like  Virgil's  Progrefs 
of  Fame,  in  proportion  as  they 
feceded  from  the  fcene  of  adioii. 
t  am  now  lodged  in  the  houfe  of 
this  celebrated  ^fculapius  :  it  is 
fituated  above  the  village  of  Lan- 
genau,  on  the  fide  of  a  deep 
mountain  ;  and  from  that  circum- 
ftance  he  is  generally  known  by 
the  appellation  of  the  ■phyfician  of 
the  mount aiit. 

Upon  our  arrival  here  we 
found  the  doftor  in  his  apartment, 
furrounded  by  a  number  of  pea- 
fants,  who  were  confulting  him 
Upon  their  refpeftive  complaints  ; 
each  having  brought  with  him  a 
fmall  bottle,  containing  feme  of 
his  water:  for,  it  is  by  infpedling 
the  urine  that  this  medical  fage 
pretends  to  judge  of  the  ftate  of 
the    patient.      His   figure   is    ex- 
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tremcly  corpulent  ;  he  has  a  pe- 
netrating eye  ;  and  one  of  the 
beft-humoured  countenances  I  ever 
faw.  He  fets  himfelf  oppofite  td 
the  perfon  who  confults  him,  one 
moment  examining  the  water,  and 
the  next  the  patient ;  and  con- 
tinues regarding  alternately  the 
one  and  the  other  for  fome  time, 
always  whiftling  during  the  inter- 
vals. He  then  opens  the  ftate  of 
the  cafe,  acquaints  the  confultanc 
with  th£  nature  of  his  complaints, 
and  has  often  the  good  fortune  to 
hit  upon  the  true  caufe.  In  a 
word,  his  knack  of  difcovering 
diforders  by  urine,  has  gained 
fuch  implicit  faith  in  his  fkil!, 
that  one  might  .as  well  doubt  of 
the  Pope's  infallibility  before  a 
i;eaIous  cathblit,  ?s  of  the  doc- 
tor's in  the  prefence  of  his  pa- 
tients. He  has  certainly  per- 
formed fever<il  great  cures ;  and 
the  rumour  of  them  hath  brought 
him  patients  from  all  quarters 
of  Europe.  There  are  at  this 
time  in  his  houfc,  and  in  the 
village,  feveral  Englifh  and  French, 
people,  together  with  many  Swifs, 
who  are  come  hither  for  his  ad- 
vice. 

The  doftor  wns  formerly.  It 
fcems,  a  village  furgeon,  has  a 
flight  tinfture  of  anatomy,  and  is 
elletfmed  a  proficient  in  botany 
and    chemiftry  ;    but   his   reputa- 
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tion  as  a  phyfician  has  now  been 
eftablifhed  fome  years.  He  is  faid 
to  .kave  but  little  acquaintance 
with  i»lW  theory  of  phyfic  ;  the 
greatefl;  part  of  his  knowledge  be- 
ing derived  from  his  extenfive 
praftice,  notwithftanding  he  ne- 
ver ftirs  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
his.  own  houfe  ;  for  he  would  not 
take  the  trouble  of  going  to  Berne, 
even  to  attend  the  King  of 
France. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that 
much  of  this  extraordinary  man's 
fuccefs  in  his  praftice,  is  owing  to 
the  great  faith  of  his  patients,  to  the 
benefit  they  receive  from  change 
of  climate,  to  the  falubrious  air 
of  this  mountain,  and  to  the 
amufement  arifing  from  that  con- 
ftant  fucceflion  of  different  com- 
pany which  affemble  in  this  place, 
in  order  to  apply  to  him  for 
affiftance.  But  whatever  may 
have  been  the  caufes  of  his  cele- 
brity, it  has  come  to  him,  as  all 
accounts  agree,  unfought  for  by 
himfelf.  He  has  certainly  many 
excellent  qualities :  humane  and 
charitable  to  the  higheft  degree  ; 
he  not  only  furnifhes  the  indigent 
peafants  who  confult  him,  with 
medicines  gratis,  but  generally 
makes  them  a  prefent  in  money 
befides  ;  and  he  always  appro- 
priates a  certain  portion  of  his 
gains  to  the  poor  of  his  parifli. 
His  wife,  as  alio  his  grand-daugh- 
ters who  live  with  him,  are  dreiied 
like  the  peafant  women  of  the 
country ;  and  he  has  fhewn  his 
good  fenfe  in  giving  the  latter  no 
better  than  a  plain  education  :  the 
eldell  he  bellowed  in  marriage, 
when  fhe  was  but  fifteen,  upon 
one  of  his  aflillants,  and  gave  with 
her  1300I.  no  inconfiderable  por- 
tioa  for  this  country.  He  pro- 
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cured  a  match  for  her  fo  early,  he 
faid,  to  prevent  her  being  fpoiled 
by  the  young  gentlemen  telling 
her  Ihe  was  pretty,  and  infpiring 
her  with  the  ambition  of  marrying 
above  her  rank. 

If  domeftic  harmony,  and  the 
mod  perfed  fimplicity  of  manners, 
have  any  pretenfions  to  pleafe, 
you  would  be  highly  delighted 
with  this  rural  family.  The  wife 
is  a  notable,  aftive  woman,  and 
not  only  fuperintends  all  the 
houlliold  affairs  with  remarkable 
clevernefs,  but  even  performs  great 
part  of  the  buiinefs  with  her  own 
hands :  Ihe  aflills  her  hufband  like- 
wife  in  making  up  his  medicines  ; 
and  as  he  talks  no  other  language 
than  the  Svvifs-German,  fhe  ferves 
occafionallyashis interpreter.  And, 
as  a  proof  of  his  confidence  in  her 
adminiftration  of  his  affairs,  fhe 
afts  alfo  as  his  treafurer,  and  re- 
ceives all  his  fees ;  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  year,  amount  to  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  :  for,  although  he 
never  demands  more  than  the 
price  of  his  medicines,  yet  no 
gentleman  confults  him  without 
giving  him  an  additional  gratuity. 
Many  prefents  have  likewife  been 
made  to  herfelf,  from  perfons  who 
have  reaped  benefit  by  her  huf- 
band's  prefcriptions  :  feveral  of 
thefe  coufift  of  valuable  trinkets, 
with  which  on  days  of  ceremony 
fhe  decks  hcrfelf  forth  to  the  beft 
advantage,  in  the  fimple  drefs  of 
the  country. 

The  family  fit  down  to  table 
regularly  at  twelve  o'clock;  there 
are  always  fome  llrangers  of  the 
party,  confiding  not  only  of  a 
certain  number  of  perfons  who  are 
under  the  do'ilor's  care,  but  of  tra- 
vellers like  ourfeives,  who  are  led 
hither  by  motives  uf  mere  curio- 
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fity.  When  the  weather  is  fine, 
and  their  guefts  more  numerous 
than  ufual,  dinner  is  ferved  out  of 
doors  in  an  open  fhed,  that  looks 
upon  one  fide  of  the  mountain 
and  the  adjacent  country,  with  a 
diftant  view  of  the  glaciers  be- 
yond the  lake  of  Thun.  Yefter- 
day  fonje  peafants,  whom  the  doc- 
tor had  invited,  formed  part  of 
our  company;  after  dinner,  he  gave 
fome  money  to  thofe  that  fat  near 
him,  and  ordered  one  of  his  grand- 
daughters to  diftribute  his  bounty 
to  the  others.  The  benevolence  of 
the  old  man,  his  gaiety  and  good- 
humour,  the  chearfulnefs  ot  his 
family,  the  gratitude  of  the  poor 
peafants,- the  beauty  of  the  prof- 
peft,  and  the  iinenefs  of  the  wea- 
ther, formed  all  together  the  moft 
agreeable  and  delightful  fcenes  I 
ever  beheld  ;  and  I  do  not  remem- 
ber in  my  whole  life  to  have  par- 
taken of  any  meal  with  a  more 
fenfible  and  heart-felt  fatisfac- 
tion. 

This  fingular  man  is  very  often 
employed  in  giving  his  advice  from 
eight  in  the  morning  till  fix  in  the 
evening,  with  no  other  intermif- 
fion  than  during  the  time  he  is  at 
table.  His  drugs  are  of  the  bell 
kind ;  for  he  collefts  the  fimples, 
as  well  as  diftills  them,  himfelf. 
His  houfe,  like  thofe  of  the  pea- 
fants, is  conftrufted  of  wood  ;  and, 
though  always  full  of  people,  is 
remarkably  neat  and  clean.  In 
fhort,  every  thing  about  him  has 
the  appearance  of  the  pleafmg  iim- 
pllcity  of  former  ages. 

1  had  alm.'it  forgotten  to  tell 
you,  that  I  confuked  him  this 
morning  myfelf;  and  affuredly  I 
have  reafon  to  be  highly  fatisfied 
with  hi?  prefcription  :  for,  he  told 


me  I  was  in  fUch  good  health,  that 
the  only  advice  he  had  to  give  me; 
was,  "  to  eat  and  drink  well,  to 
dance,  be  merry,  and  takt  mo- 
derate exercife," 

It  is  now  Langenau  fair,  and 
the  village  is  crowded  with  the 
neighbouring  peafants.  Great 
numbers  of  the  men  have  long 
beards,  and  many  of  them  cover 
their  heads  with  a  woman's  flraw 
hat,  extremely  broad,  which  gives 
them  a  very  grotefque  appear- 
ance :  their  drefs  is  chiefly  a  coarfe 
brown  cloth  jacket  without  fleeves ; 
with  large  puffed  breeches  of  tick- 
ing. The  women  wear  their  hair 
plaited  behind  in  treffes,  with  the 
riband  hanging  down  below  the 
waill  ;  a  flat  plain  ftraw  hat, 
which  is  very  becoming  ;  a  red  or 
brown  cloth  jacket  without  fleeves  j 
a  black  or  blue  petticoat  bordered 
with  red,  and  fcarcely  reaching  be- 
low the  knees ;  red  ftockings  with 
black  clocks,  and  no  heels  to 
their  ftioes ;  their  fliifts  faftened 
clofe  round  the  throat  by  a  black 
collar  with  red  ornaments ;  the 
better  fort  have  chains  of  filver 
between  the  flioulders,  brought 
round  under  each  arm,  and  fa- 
ftened beneath  the  bofom,  the  ends 
hanging  down  with  fome  filver  or- 
narr/ents. 

I  am  fo  charmed  with  the  fitua- 
tion  of  this  village,  the  chearful- 
nefs and  Angularity  of  this  ruftic 
and  agreeable  family,  and  the 
uncommon  charafter  of  the  hu- 
mane doctor,  that  I  could  with 
pleafure  continue  here  fome  days 
more  :  but  I  am  prefled  for  timey 
and  have   a  long  journey    before 


I  am,  &c. 
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Acccunt  of  the  Ccnftifui'ton  and  Go- 
•vernmtnt  of  Geneva.  From  the 
fame. 

'"I'^HE  town  of  Geneva  lies 
A  upon  the  narrowell  part  of 
the  extremity  of  the  Like,  where 
the  Rhone  iilues  out  in  two  large 
and  rapid  ftreams,  which  foon 
afterwards  unite.  That  river  di- 
vides the  town  into  two  unequal 
parts;  receives  the  muddy  Arve 
in  its  covirfe;  and  flows  through 
part  of  France  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean. Here  its  waters  are  of  a 
mofl  beautiful  tranfparent  green, 
like  thofe  of  the  Rhine  when  it 
flows  from  the  lake  of  Conftance. 
The  adjacent  country  is  uncom- 
monly pifturefqne  ;  and  I  could  not 
fufHciently  adu.ire  the  magnificent 
views  it  exhibits:  the  feveral  ob- 
jefts  which  compolcd  this  enchant- 
ing profpeft,  were,  the  town  ; 
the  lake;  the  numerous  hills  and 
mountains,  particularly  the  Salevc 
and  the  Mole,  rifmg  fuddcniy 
from  the  plain  in  a  wondesful 
variety  of  lantaftic  foims,  backed 
by  the  glacieis  of  Savoy,  with 
their  frozen  tops  gliliening  in  the 
fun  ;  and  t'le  m?.jcilic  Mont  Blanc 
lifcing  up  its  head  far  above  the 
reft. 

The  town,  which  lies  partly  in 
the  plain  upon  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  and  partly  upon  a  gentle 
afcent,  is  irregularly  built;  the 
houfes  are  high,  and  moft  of  thofe 
which  Hand  in  the  trading  part  of 
the  city,  have  arcades  or  wood, 
which  are  carried  up  to  their  tops, 
Thefc  arcades,  which  are  fup- 
ported  by  pillars,  obftruft  the 
llreets,  and  give  them  a  gloomy 
appearance  ;  but  they  are  ufeful  to 
the  inliabitants  in  protefting  them 
fxom  tlie  fun  and  the  ram.  Ge- 
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neva  is  by  far  the  moft  populous 
town  in  Swifferland :  for,  Zuric, 
which  comes  next  to  it  in  refpef? 
of  population,  contains  fcarcely 
thirtaen  thoafand  fouls  ;  v'hereas 
fhe  inhabitants  of  t'.iis  place 
amount  to  twenty-four  thoufar.d. 
This  fup-riorrty  is  undoubtedly 
owing  to  the  greater  induftry  and 
aftiviry  of  the  inhabitants ;  to  its 
more  exten five  comtn'erce  %  to  the 
facility  of  purchafing  the  burgher- 
Ihip,  and  to  the  privileges  v/hich 
government  allows  to  all  foreign- 
ers v/ho  fettle  here.  ^  The  mem- 
bers of  this  city  are  diflinguifced 
into  citizens  and  burghefTes,  inha- 
bitants and  natives.  The  citizens 
and  burghefles  are  alone  'admitted 
to  a  fharc  in  the  government : 
the  inhabitants  ar^  flrangcrs  who 
are  allowed  to  fettle  in  the  tov/n 
v.;th  certain  privileges  ;  and  the 
natives  are  the  fons  of  thofe  inha- 
bitants, who  poflefs  certain  addi- 
tionnl  advantages.  The  two  laft 
clalTes  form  a  large  majority  of 
the  people. 

The  liberal  policy  of  this  go- 
vernment, in  receiving  ftrangers 
and  conferring  the  burgherfliip,  is 
the  more  remarkable,  as  it  is  con- 
trary to  tl;e  fpirit  of  moft  of  the 
other  ftates  of  Swifferland.  It  is 
here,  indeed,  more  neccflary ;  the 
territory  of  this  republic  being  fo 
exceedingly  fmall,  that  its  very 
exiftence  depends  upon  the  num- 
ber and  induftry  of  the  people: 
for,  exclufive  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  there  are  fcarcely 
fixteen  thoufaxid  fouls  in  the  whole 
diftrid^  of  the  Genevois. 

To  a  man  of  letters,  Geneva  is 
particularly  interefting ;  as  every 
branch  of  fcience  is  here  cultivat- 
ed in  the  molt  advantageous  man- 
ner :  learning  is  divefted  of  pe- 
dantry. 
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H;intry,  and  phiJoiophy  united 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  world. 
The  pleafuies  of  fociety  are  here 
mixed  with  tlie  purfuits  of  litera- 
ture; and  elegance  and  urbanity 
give  a  7,eft  to  the  profoundeft  dif- 
quifition-s.  Nor  are  letters  con- 
iincd  in  this  city  merely  to  thofe 
who  engage  in  thcni  as  a  pro- 
fciTion,  or  to  thofe  whofe  forfune 
and  leifure  enable  them  to  follow 
where  genius  leads,  and  enter 
into  a  liudious  life  by  voluntary 
choice;  even  the  lov,'er  clafs  of 
people  are  exceediugly  well  in- 
tbrnied  ;  and  there  is  no  city  in 
Europe  where  learning  is  fo  uni- 
verfally  diffafed  among  the  inha- 
bitants, i  have  had  great  fatis- 
faftlon  in  converfing  with  feveral 
of  the  fhop-keepers  upon  topics 
both  cf  literature  and  politics  ; 
and  was  allioailhed  to  find,  in 
thi'?  clafs  of  men,  fo  uncommon 
a  fliare  of  knowledge.  But  the 
wonder  ceafes,  when  we  are  told, 
that  they  have  all  of  them  re- 
oived  an  excellent  education  at 
the  public  academy,  where  the 
children  cf  the  inhabitants  are 
taught,  under  theinfpedion  of  the 
magillrates,  and  at  the  expence  of 
government. 

There  is  one  circumftance  in 
this  feminary,  which  particularly 
contributes  to  the  excitinij  of  the 
induftry  and  emulation  of  the  flu- 
dents  :  prizes  are  annually  dilV.i- 
butcd  tn  thofe,  who  have  diltin- 
guilhed  themfelves  in  each  clafs, 
Thefe  rewards  con fiil  of  fmall  me- 
dals, and  they  are  conferred  with 
fuch  folemnity  as  cannot  fail  of 
producing  great  efreft.  A  yearly 
meeting  is  held  at  the  cathedral, 
of  all  the  m.agi Urates,  prcfcfibrs, 
and  principal  inhabitants  cf  the 
iovvn  ;  when  the  firft  fj-ndic  him- 


felf  dillributes,  in  the  moH  public 
manner,  the  feveral  honorary  re- 
tributions to  thofe  who  have  de~ 
ferved  them.  I  met  this  morning 
one  of  the  fcholars,  and,  feeing 
his  medal,  aiked  him  what  it 
meant?  '*  Je  la  porte,"  replied 
the  little  man,  fcarce  eight  years 
old,  "  parce  que  j'al  fait  mon  de- 
"  voir."  I  wanted  no  flronger 
proof  to  convince  me  of  the  bcncr 
ficial  influence,  upon  young  minds, 
of  thefe  encouraging  and  judi- 
cious dillinflions,  than  appeared 
frojn  the  fprightly  fpecimen  b^'fcre 
me. 

The  inhabitants  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantage alfo  of  having  free  accefs 
to  the  public  library  ;  and  by  this 
privilege,  they  not  only  retain  but 
improve  that  general  tinv^ure  of 
learning  which  they  imbibe  in 
their  early  youth  :  when  I  vifitcd 
this  library,  it  happened  to  be 
crou'dcd  with  fludenis,  who  were 
returning  the  books  they  had  bor- 
rowed, and  demanding  others.  As 
I  pafled  only  an  hour  m  this  rooir:, 
J  am  ill  quallified  to  give  you  a 
jult  idea  of  its  contents  :  I  re- 
quelled,  however,  the  librarian  to 
point  oi;t  to  mc  what  was  moil 
worthy  of  particular  notice.  Ac- 
cordingly, among  other  books  and 
manulcripts,  he  ihevved  me  feveral 
folio  volumes  containing  letters 
and  other  writings  of  Calvin, 
which  have  never  been  publiflied. 

Although  Zuingle,  ^colampa- 
dius,  and  Haller,  had  reformed 
the  greateil  part  of  SwifTerland, 
fome  years  before  Calvin  made 
his  appearance  at  Geneva  ;  yet  the 
latter,  as  Voltaire  juilly  obferves, 
has  given  his  name  to  the  fefta- 
ries  of  the  reformed  religion,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  new  con- 
tinent  took    ito    appellarion    from 
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Americus  Vefpafius,  although  the 
original  difcovery  was  made  by 
Columbus.  Neither  was  Calvin, 
indeed,  the  firft  reformer  even  of 
Geneva ;  but,  as  he  gave  addi- 
tional ftrength  and  folidity  to  the 
new  eftablifhnrjent,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  ccciefiaftiral 
form  of  government,  which  has 
ever  fince  been  invariably  obferv- 
pd  ;  he  totally  eclipfed  the  fairje  of 
his  friend  William  Farel,  who 
fcattered  the  firft  feed:  of  reforma- 
tion, which  the  other  brourht  tQ 
maturity.  In  truth,  fo  great  \yas 
vthe  afcendajicy  which  this  extra^ 
ordinary  man,  althcugh  a  ftranger 
in  Geneva,  acquired  over  the  ci- 
tizens, that  he  poiTcfled  no  in- 
CGnfiderabJG  influence  even  in  ci- 
vil matters  ;  and  bore  a  large  fhare 
in  fettling  the  political  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  republic.  But  his 
care  and  attention  was  not  wholly 
confined  to  ecclefiallical  and  po- 
litical concerns ;  he  promoted,  to 
the  utmoftof  his  power,  the  culti- 
vation of  the  liberal  arts  and 
fciences,  and  the  lludy  of  elegant 
literature.  To  this  end,  as  well 
as  for  the  encouraging  of  theolo- 
gical erudition,  he  prevailed  upon 
the  government  of  Geneva  to  efta- 
blilh  a  public  academy.  In  this 
new  feminary,  himfelf,  together 
with  his  colleagues,  eminent  for 
their  fuperior  knowledge,  read 
ledtures,  with  fuch  uncommon  re- 
putation and  fuccefs,  that  the 
youth  from  all  quarters  flocked  to 
receive  the  bcneiit  of  them  :  and  it 
has  fent  forth,  from  its  bofom, 
men  of  the  greateft  diflinftion  for 
their  learning  and  abilities. 

There  is  fuch  a  flriking  fplendor 
in  the  brighter  p:irts  of  this  difin- 
terefted  and  celebrated  reformer's 
charader,  that  renders  one,  at  the 
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firft  glance,  almoft  infenuble  of 
thofe  dark  fpots  in  it,  which  have 
fo  juftly  fuUied  its  glory.  But 
when  one  reflefts  a  moment  on 
the  afperity,  the  arrogance,  the 
prefumptuous  opiniatrety,  of  his 
temper  and  conduft,  and,  above  . 
all,  on  his  cruel  perfecution  of  his 
former  friend,  the  unhappy  Ser- 
vetus  ;  one  laments,  with  abhor- 
rence, the  mortifying  inftance  this 
famous  man  exhibited,  that  the 
nobleft  qualities  fometimes  mix 
with  the  bafeft,  in  the  compofition 
of  human  nature.  With  regard, 
however,  to  his  intolerant  princi- 
ples; it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  fame  uncharitable  fpirit 
prevailed  alfo  among  fome  others 
of  the  moft  celebrated  reformers; 
who  feemed  to  think,  by  a  ftrange 
inconfiftency,  and  unaccountable 
blindnefs  not  only  to  the  genius, 
but  to  the  cleareft  precepts  of  the 
gofpel,  that  perfecution  for  con- 
fcience  fake  was  unchriftian  in 
every  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment^ 
except  their  own.  This  abfurd 
and  dangerous  opinion,  gave  great 
advantage  to  their  adverfaries  of 
the  papal  hierarchy  ;  for,  it  i« 
obvious  to  the  meaneft  underftand- 
ing,  that,  if  perfecution  is  juftifi- 
able  in  any  particular  church,  it 
muft  be  fo  univerfally. 

The  republic  of  Geneva  is,  how- 
ever, at  prefent,  the  moft  tolerat- 
ing of  all  the  reformed  ftates  of 
Swiflerland  ;  being  the  only  go- 
vernment in  this  country,  which 
permits  the  Lutheran  religion  to 
be  publicly  exercifed.  In  this  re- 
fj)tt\  the  clergy,  no  lefs  v/ifely, 
than  fuitably  10  the  fpirit,  as  well 
as  the  letter,  of  the  Chriftian  re- 
velation, have  renounced  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  great  patriarch, 
Calvin :    for,    although   they  ftill 
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hold  that  able  reformer  in  high 
veneration  ;  yet  they  know  how  to 
dillinguiih  his  virtues  from  his 
defeats,  and  to  admire  the  one 
without  being  blindly  partial  to 
the  other. 

The  town  of  Geneva  and  its 
territory,  were  formerly  united  to 
the  German  empire,  under  the 
fucceffors  of  Charlemain :  but  as 
the  power  of  the  Emperors,  feeble 
even  in  Germany,  was  ftill  weaker 
in  the  frontier  provinces  ;  the 
Bifhops  of  Geneva,  like  feveral 
other  great  vafi'als  of  the  empire, 
gradually  acquired  very  confider- 
able  authority  over  the  city  and  its 
domains;  which  the  Emperors  had 
no  other  means  of  counterbalanc- 
ing, than  by  increafing  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  During  thefe 
times  of  confufion,  conftant  dif- 
putes  fublifted  between  the  Bifliops 
and  the  Counts  of  the  Genevois ; 
for,  the  latter,  although  at  their 
£rll  inftitution  merely  officers  of 
the  emperor,  and  confidered  as 
vaiTals  of  the  bifhops ;  yet  they 
claimed  and  afierted  a  right  to 
theexclufive  adminiliration  of  juf- 
tice.  The  citizens  took  advantage 
of  thefe  quarrels ;  and,  by  fiding 
occafionally  with  each  party,  ob- 
tained an  extenfion  of  their  privi- 
leges from  both- 

But  the  Houfe  of  Savoy  having 
purchafed  the  county  of  the  Ge- 
nevois, and  fucceeded  to  all  the 
prerogatives  of  the  counts,  with 
additional  power ;  the  bifhops  and 
the  people  firmly  united  together, 
in  order  to  oppofe  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  former,  which  were 
no  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  authority 
of  the  one,  than  to  the  liberties 
of  the  others.  During  this  pe- 
riod, the  refpedive  preteniions  of 


the  counts,  the  bifhops,  and  the 
citizens,  were  fo  various,  as  to 
form  a  government  equally  Angu- 
lar and  complicated.  This  har- 
mony, however,  between  the  bi- 
fhops and  citizens,  was  at  length 
broken  by  the  artful  management 
of  the  Counts  of  Savoy,  who  had 
the  addrefs  to  procure  the  epifcopal 
fee  for  their  brothers,  and  even 
for  their  illegitimate  children.  By 
thefe  methods,  their  power  in  the 
city  became  fo  enlarged,  that,  to- 
wards the  commencement  of  the 
fixteenth  century,  Charles  III, 
Duke  of  Savoy,  (although  the 
form  of  the  government  was  en- 
tirely republican)  obtained  an  al- 
moft  abfolute  authority  over  the 
citizens  :  and  he  exercifed  it  in 
the  mod  unjuft  and  arbitrary  man- 
ner. Hence  arofe  perpetual  drug- 
gies between  the  duke  and  the  ci- 
tizens ;  the  latter  continually  op- 
poling,  either  by  open  violence, 
or  fecret  meafures,  his  tyrannical 
ufurpation  :  thus  two  parties  were 
formed ;  the  zealots  for  liberty 
were  called  eidgemjfen,  or  confe- 
derates ;  while  the  partifans  of 
the  duke  were  branded  with  the 
appellation  of  7nammelucs ,  or 
flaves. 

The  treaty  of  alliance  which 
the  town  entered  into  with  Berne 
and  Fribourg,  in  1526,  may  be 
confidered  as  the  true  aera  of  its  li- 
berty and  independence :  for,  not 
long  after,  the  duke  was  defpoiled 
of  his  authority  ;  the  bilhop  dri- 
ven from  the  city  ;  a  republican 
form  of  governme^u  firmly  efta- 
bliihed;  and  the  leformation  in- 
troduced. From  this  time,  Charles 
and  his  fucceffors  waged  incefTant 
war  againfl  the  town  :  but  his  ho- 
ftilities  were  rendered  ineffeftual, 
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by  the  intrepid  bravery  of  the  ci- 
tizens, and  the  alTiilaiice  of  the 
canton  of  Berne. 

In  1 58-].  Geneva  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  perpeCiial  alliance  with 
Zuric  and  Berne,,  (Fribourg  hav- 
ing renounced  their  alliance  when 
the  to.vn  embraced  the  reforma- 
tion) by  which  treaty,  it  is  allied 
with  the  Swii's  cantons. 

The  lafi:  attempt  of  the  Houfe 
of  Savoy  againft  Geneva,  was  in 
^602  ;  when  Charles  Enianuel 
treachero'jfly  attacked  the  town 
during  a  profound  peace.  Two 
hundred  of  his  foldiers  fcaied  the 
walls  in  the  night,  when  the  in- 
habitants were  repofed  in  unfuf- 
pc^fting  fecurity  ;  but  being  timely 
difcovered,  they  were  repulfed  by 
the  defperate  valour  of  a  few  citi- 
zens, who  glorioufly  facrificed 
their  lives  in  defence  of  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country.  In  memory 
of  this  event,  an  infcription  is 
fixed  upon  the  town-houfe ;  and 
fomeofthe  fcaling-ladders,  which 
the  enemy  made  ufe  of  to  enter  the 
town,  are  preferved  in  the  aife- 
nal.  This  perfidy  occafioned  a 
war,  which  was  terminated  the 
year  jpHowing  by  a  folcmn  treaty; 
fince  which,  uninterrupted  peace 
has  been  maintained  between  the 
Houfe  of  Savoy  and  Geneva:  but 
it  was  not  till  1754,  that  the 
King  of  Sardinia  acknowledged, 
by  a  formal  adl,  the  independence 
of  this  republic. 

No  fooner  was  peace  concluded 
with  the  Houfe  of  Savoy,  than  the 
fiames  of  internal  difcord,  fo  apt 
to  kindle  in  popular  governments, 
and  which  had  been  fm other ed  by 
their  common  danger  from  a  fo- 
reign enemy,  began  to  appear. 
Accordingly,  during  the  greatefl 
part   of  the  laft  century,    to  the 


prefent  period,  the.  hiflory  of  Qe- 
neva  contains  little  more  than  a 
narrative  of  contsntiorrs  between  ih-e 
arillocratica!  and  the  popular  par- 
ty. Thefe  mutual  llrugglcs  have 
occafionally  been  exertpci  wiih  fo 
much  violence  and  animofity,  as 
to  have  threatened,  for  a  moment, 
a  total  revolution  in  the  ftate  ;  but 
happily,  however,  they  have  al- 
wa)  s  been  compronuTed  without 
producing  any  fat^l  efieds. 

About  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century,  the  power  of  the 
council  of  two  hundred  v/as  be- 
come almofl:  abfolute.  In  order  to 
reftrain  their  authority,  the  popu- 
lar party,  in  1707,  procured  ^ 
law,  by  which  it  was  enacled, 
that  every  five  years  a  general 
council  of  all  the  citizens  and 
burghers  fhouid  be  holden,  to  de- 
liberate upoa  the  aifairs  of  the  re- 
public. Agreeably  to  this  law, 
a  general  allembly  was  convened 
in  1712  ;  and  the  very  firil  adl  ex- 
erted by  the  people  in  this  their 
colledlive  capacity,  was  the  total 
abolitioii  of  tlje  above-mentioned 
ordinance.  An  event  of  fo  fingu- 
lar  a  nature  can  hardly  be  ac- 
counted for  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  popular  ficklenefs  and  in- 
confillency  :  accordingly  Rouffcau, 
in  his  Lei  ires  e  rites  de  la  Mon- 
tag7iey  imputes  it  to  the  artifices  of 
the  magiilrates ;  and  to  the  equi- 
vocal terras  marked  upon  the  bil- 
lets then  in  ufe.  For,  the  queltion 
propofed  to  the  people  being, 
'^'  Whether  the  opinion  of  the 
"  councils,  for  abolifhing  the 
"  periodical  general  aflemblies, 
*'  ihould  pafs  into  a  law?"  the 
words  employed  on  the  billets  de- 
livered for  that  purpofe,  were,  ap- 
probation, rejeSiion  ;  fo  that  which- 
ever fide  was    taken,  it  came   to 
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the  fame  point.  If  the  billet  of 
tipprohaiion  were  cHofcn  ;  the  opi- 
nion of  the  councils  which  rejeded 
the  periodical  nfiembly,  was  ap- 
proved ;  if  that  of  jv/V^/aw ;  th*en 
the  periodicni  affjmbly  was  re- 
jefted  ofcoiirfe.  Accordingly,  fe- 
veral  of  the  cirizens  afcerwards 
complained  that  they  had  been  de- 
ceived, as  they  never  meant  to  re- 
jeft  the  general  afiembly,  but  only 
the  opinion  of  the  councils. 

Jn  confeqnence  of  this  extraor- 
dinary repeal,  the  povver  of  the 
ariftocracy  contin'^cd  increafmg  till 
within  thefe  few  years  ;  when  the 
citizens,  by  a  fingular  conjundion 
of  favourable  circiunilances,  joined 
to  an  uncommon  fpirit  of  union 
and  perfeverance,  have  procured 
feveral  changes  to  be  made  in  the 
conftitution  of  Geneva;  by  which 
the  authority  of  the  magilbates  has 
been  limited,  and  the  privileges 
of  the  people  have  been  enlarged. 
Happy!  if  they  know  where  to 
Hop;  lefl,  continuing  to  extend 
the  bounds  of  their  own  preroga- 
tives, they  iliake  the  foui'dations 
of  civil  government,  by  too  much 
reftraining  the  power  of  the  magi- 
ftrates. 

The  prefent  conflitution  of  Ge- 
neva, may  be  confidered  as  a  mean 
between  that  of  the  other  ariftocra- 
tical  and  popular  canrons  of  Swif- 
ferland  :  more  democratical  than 
any  of  the  former,  inafmuch  as  the 
fovereign  and  legiflative  authority 
entirely  refides  in  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  the  citizens  and  burghers; 
and  more  ariftocratical  than  the 
latter,  becaufe  the  powers  vefled 
in  the  great  and  little  councils  are 
very  confiderable. 

The  members  of  the  fenate,  or 
little  council  of  twenty- five,  enjov, 
in  their  corporate  capacity,  feveral 


prerogatives  aimoft  as  great  .-is 
thofe  which  are  pofTcflcd  bv  that 
of  the  a.oft  ariftocratical  Hates. 
They  nominate  half  the  mem- 
bers of  the  great  council  j  the 
principal  magiftrates  are  taken 
from  their  body ;  they  convoke 
the  great  council  and  the  gene- 
ral airembly  of  the  citizens  and 
burghers;  they  previoully  delibe- 
rate upon  every  queftion  which  is 
to  be  brought  into  the  great  coun- 
cil, and  from  thence  into  the  ge- 
neral aflembly:  in  other  words, 
in  them  is  lodged  the  povv'er  of 
propofmg;  confequently,  as  every 
ad  muit  originate  from  them,  no 
law  can  pafs  without  their  appro- 
bation. In  this  fenate  is  veiled 
alio  the  chief  executive  power.; 
the  adminiilration  of  the  finances; 
and,  to  a  certain  degree,  jurifdic- 
tion  in  civil  and  crirranal  caufes. 
They  nominate,  likewife,  to  melt 
of  the  fmaller  polls  of  government ; 
and  enjoy  the  fole  privilege  of  con- 
ferring burgherfnip.  They  com- 
pofe,  moreover,  in  conjundion 
with  thirty-five  members  of  their 
own  choofmg,  the  fecret  council; 
which  never  affembles  but  by  their 
convoking,  and  only  upon  extra- 
ordinary occafions. 

Thele  corifiderablc  prerogatives, 
however,  are  counterbalanced  as 
well  by  the  privileges  of  the  great 
council,  as  by  the  franchifes  of 
the  general  alTembly.  The  prero- 
gatives of  the  former  confift  in 
chooling  the  members  of  the  fe- 
nate from  rneir  own  body  ;  in  re- 
ceiving appeals  in  all  caufes  above 
a  certain  value;  in  pardoning  cri- 
minals ;  in  difpofing  of  the  moft 
important  charges  of  government, 
thofe  excepted  which  are  confer- 
red by  the  general  aflembly ;  and 
in  approving  or  rejeding  whatever 
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is  propofed  by  the  fenate   to    be 
laid  before  lie  people. 

The  fover.  -gn  council,  or  ge- 
neral afTembiy  of  Aic  people,  is 
compofed  of  the  citizens  zvA  bur- 
ghers of  the  town  :  their  number, 
in  genera',  amounts  to  about 
1,500,  but  it  is  feldom  that  more 
than  1,200  conven.  ;  the  remain- 
der being  either  fettled  in  foreign 
countries,  or  are  ufually  abfent. 
I  ought  to  have  explained  to  you 
fooner,  the  diftinttion  between  ci- 
tizetis  and  burghers :  the  latter,  are 
.either'  the  fons  of  citizens  or  bur- 
ghers *,  born  out  of  Geneva,  or 
have  obtained  the  burgherlhip  by 
purchafe  ;  the  former,  are  the 
fons  of  citizens  or  burghers,  born 
within  the  town  of  Geneva.  The 
burghers  may  be  chofen  into  the 
council  of  two  hundred,  but  the 
citizens  can  alone  enter  into  the  fe- 
Bate,  and  pofiefs  the  charges  ap- 
propriated to  that  body. 

The  general  aflembly  meets 
twice  a  year  ;  choofes  the  prin- 
cipal magiftrates ;  affents  to  or  re- 
jefts  the  laws  and  regulations  pro- 
pofed by  the  councils ;  impofes 
taxes  ;  contracts  alliances  ;  de- 
clares war  or  peace  ;  and  nomi- 
nates one  half  of  the  members  of 
the  great  council.  All  queftions 
that  come  before  them  are  decid- 
ed by  the  majority  of  voices;  and 
each  member  delivers  his  vote 
without  having  the  liberty  of  de- 
bating. The  rettridion  is  cer- 
tainly reafonable  ;  for,  in  a  popu- 
lar aii'embly,  like  this  of  Geneva, 
compofed  of  citizens,  the  meaneft 
©f  whom  is  well  verled  in  the  con- 


flitution  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
%vhcre  the  people  in  general  have 
a  ftrong  propenfity  to  enter  into 
political  difcuffions ;  if  every  voter 
were  permitted  to  fupport  and  en- 
force his  opinion  by  argument, 
there  would  be  no  end  of  debate, 
and  the  whole  time  would  be  con- 
fumed  in  petulant  declamation. 

But  the  principal  check  to  the 
power  of  the  little  council,  arifes 
from  the  method  of  elefting  the 
fyndics,  and  from  the  right  of  re- 
prefentation.  With  refpedl  to  the 
former,  the  four  fyndics,  or  chiefs 
of  the  republic,  are  chofen  an- 
nually out  of  the  little  council,  by 
the  general  aflembly  ;  and  there 
muft  be  an  interval  of  three  years 
before  the  fame  members  can  be 
again  elefted.  The  ufual  mode  of 
eledlion  is  as  follows: — The  little 
council  nominate  eight  of  their 
members  for  candidates,  who  muft 
be  approved  by  the  great  council; 
and  out  of  thefe  eight,  the  gene- 
ral aflembly  choofe  the  four  fyn- 
dics. They  have  it  in  their  pow- 
er, however,  not  only  to  rejedt 
thefe  eight  propofed  candidates, 
but  alfo  all  the  other  members  of 
the  fenate  fucceflively :  and  in 
that  cafe,  four  members  are  taken 
from  the  great  council,  and  pro- 
pofed to  the  general  aflembly.  If 
thefe  are  appointed  fyndics,  they 
immediately  become  members  of 
the  fenate  ;  and  an  equal  number 
of  that  body  are  at  the  fame  time 
degraded,  and  retire  into  the  great 
council.  No  inftance,  however, 
has  yet  occurred  of  the  general 
aflembly  having  exerted  this  power 


*  The  children  of  thofe  who  are  employed  in  foreign  countries,  in  the  fer- 
■wJce  of  the  ftate,  although  born  out  of  Geneva,  are  entitled  to  all  the  privi-^ 
leees  of  citizens. 
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of  expelling  four  members  from 
the  fenate  *. 

With  refpeft  to  the  other  re- 
flraint  I  mentioned  upon  the  power 
of  the  little  council,  viz.  the  right 
of  reprefentation :  every  citizen  or 
burgher,  either  iingly  or  in  a  body, 
has  the  privilege  of  applying  to  the 
fenate  in  order  to  procure  fome  new 
regulation,  or  of  remonftrating  a- 
gainfi:  any  adl  of  the  magiftracy. 
Thefe  reprefentations  have  proved 
one  of  the  principal  means,  per- 
haps, of  fecuring  the  liberties  of 
the  people  from  the  refpeftive  en- 
croachments of  the  two  councils  ; 
as  they  have  frequently  prevented 
the  magillrates  from  ftretching  their 
authority  to  the  fame  arbitrary  ex- 
tent that  has  been  pradlifed  in  fome 
of  the  other  commonwealths  of 
SwiiTerland.  The  m:igi. Urates  are 
obliged  to  give  an  explicit  anfwcr 
to  thefe  reprefentations ;  for,  if 
the  firfl  is  not  confidered  as  fatis- 
fadlory,  a  fecond  remonftrance  is 
prefented.  According  to  the  na- 
ture and  importance  of  the  com- 
plaint, the  reprefentation  is  made 
by  a  greater  or  lefs  number  of  ci- 
tizens ;  and  it  has  fometimes  hap- 
pened that  each  remonftrance  has 
been  accompanied  by  feveral  hun- 
dred, in  different  bodies. 

The  falaries  of  the  feveral  ma- 
gillrates are  fo  inconliderable,  as 
not  to  oifer  any  temptation  on  the 
fide  of  pecuniary  eraolument  :  a 
fenfe  of  honour,  a  fpirit  of  ambi- 
tion, the  defire  of  fervlng  their 
country,  together  with  that  perfo- 
na!  credit  v/hich  is_  derived  from 
exercifmg  any  office  in  the  admi- 
niftration,  are   the   principal   mo- 


tives whkh  afluate  the  candidates 
to  folicit  a  fliare  in  the  magiftracy.  ^ 
Accordingly,  the  public  pofts  are 
generally  filled  with  men  of  the 
firft  abilities,  and  of  the  moft  re- 
fpeftable  chara£lers.  The  reve- 
nues of  government,  at  the  higheft 
calculation,  fcarcely  amount  to 
30;000  pounds  a  year  j  a  fum, 
however,  which,  by  a  well-regu- 
lated ceconomy,  is  more  than  fuf- 
iicient  to  defray  the  current  ex- 
pences:  fo  that  this  republic  is  en- 
abled to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of 
its  fubjedts,  from  an  income,  which 
fome  individuals,  both  in  England 
and  France,  fquander  in  vain  pomp 
and  vicious  diffipation. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that,  in  a 
republic  fo  free  as  this  of  Geneva, 
and  where  the  true  principles  of 
liberty  are  fo  well  and  To  generally 
underftood,  there  fnould  be  nopre- 
cife  code  of  penal  laws  :  for,  al- 
though the  form  of  the  procefs  is 
fettled  with  great  precifion,  yet  the 
trial  of  the  criminal  is  private,  and 
the  punifliment  left  to  the  arbi- 
trary decifion  of  the  magiftrate^ 
Nor  are  the  franchifes  of  the  peo- 
ple afcertained  with  that  accuracy 
one  might  well  have  expedled. 
Indeed,  under  Ademar  Fabri,  bi- 
fhop  of  Geneva  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  a  certain  number  of  po- 
litical regulations,  both  civil  and 
criminal,  together  with  feveral 
particular  cuftoms  and  liberties, 
were  drav/n  up  in  form  ;  and  the 
bifnop  took  an  oath  to  obferve 
them.  Thefe  ftatutes,  if  they  may 
be  fo  called,  were  alfo  confirmed 
by  Amadeus  VIII,  duke  of  Savoy. 
In    all  cafes   of  controverfy,    the 


*  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  been  iiiformed,  that  the  citizens  and 
burghers  expelled  four  members  from  the  fenate,  at  the  ele(5lion  of  magiftrates 
for  the  year  1777. 

people 


12         ANNUAL    REGISTER,     17-9. 


people  appeal  to  this  cod^  ;  but  it 
is  not  only  compiled  in  a  very  in- 
accurate and  confufed  manner,  but 
the  magiflrates  refufe  co  be  gover- 
ned by  it,  bccaufe  it  was  publiflied 
before  the  independence  of  the  re- 
public was  confirmed.  With  re- 
fpe6l  to  the  feveral  laws  which  have 
fmce  been  enafted  in  the  general 
Eflembiy;  fomq  few  of  them  in- 
deed are  printed,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  public,  but  the  reft  remain 
in  the  archives  of  the  fenate  ;  for, 
there  being  no  particular  fecretary 
belonging  to  the  general  aiTembly; 
all  the  laws  which  they  pafs  are 
taken  down  by  the  fecretary  to  tlie 
fenate  ;  fo  that  the  latter  are  the 
fole  depofitaries  of  thofe  edifts 
which  ought  to  be  laid  open  to  the 
infpeftion  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity. The  people  have  repeatedly 
demanded  a  precife  code  of  muni- 
cipal and  penal  laws,  fo  exprefs 
and  determinate,  that  nothing  may 
be  left  to  the  arbitrary  decilion  of 
the  magiftrate  ;  but  the  fenate  has 
always  found  means  of  evading  this 
very  reafonable  and  juil  requifi- 
tion. 

Their  cede  of  civil  law  is  the 
mcil  perfeft  part  of  this  conixitu- 
tion  :  all  matters  concerning  com- 
merce are  well  regulated  by  it  ; 
and  private  property  fecurely  guar- 
ded, Ic  is  uniiecefiary  to  trouble 
you  with  a  particular  detail  of  the 
ibmptuary  laws  ;  they  are  much 
the  fame  as  thoie  in  moft  of  the 
other  ftates  of  Swifferland,  where 
rcllriftions  of  that  kind  are  en- 
forced. But  there  is  one  law,  re- 
lating to  bankrupts,  too  fingularly 
fevere  not  to  be  menuoned.  If  a 
member  of  cither  council  becomes 
a  bankrupt,  he  is  immediately  de- 
graded ;  and  from  that  moment  is 
rendered  incapable  of  holding  any 


poll  under  govern cient,'  until  he 
fhall  have  difcharged  a'l!  the  jaf! 
demands  of  his  crt'ditors  :  even  his 
children  are  fubjedted  ro  the  fame 
difgrace  ;  and  no  citizen  can  exer- 
cife  any  public  employment  wh:tt- 
foever,  while  the  debts  of  his  fa- 
ther remain  unpaid, 

In  rhiscity,a?in  all  theotherprin- 
cipal  towns  in  Swifierland,  a  pub'x 
granary  is  eflabliflied.  Mag<z-nc3 
of  this  kind  are  ufcful  in  all  lintss, 
but  are  more  particularly  neceflary 
in  fo  populous  a  place  as  Geneva  ; 
which,  if  the  neighbouring  pov/ers 
were  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
corn  into  the  territory  of  the  vc- 
public,  might  be  expofed  to  all 
the  horrors  of  a  general  famine. 
The  benefit  of  this  inllitution  has 
been  frequently  experienced  in 
times  of  fcarcity  :  and  all  authors 
who  have  publiflied  obfervations 
upon  the  government  of  Geneva, 
have  agreed  in  mentioning  it  with 
the  praifes  it  deferves.  But  they 
have  overlooked  one  great  defect 
in  its  regulation,  and  which  is  not 
imputable  to  the  management  of 
thoie  public  granaries  which  are 
cftablifhed  in  Berne  and  Zuric. 
The  chamber  of  corn,  as  it  is  here 
called,  is  a  committee  from  the 
great  council  of  two  hundred,  em- 
powered to  fupply  the  granary  with 
that  commodity,  at  the  expence 
of  government.  This  corn  is  dried 
by  means  of  machines  well  con- 
trived for  that  purpofe  ;  retailed 
out  to  the  inn-keepers  and  bakers  ; 
a  confiderable  profit  accrues  to  go- 
vernment: and  there  is  always,  in 
cafe  of  neceflity,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity in  referve  to  fupport  the  inha- 
bitants during  a  year  and  a  half. 
Thus  far,  all  is  right  :  but  then 
the  burden  of  this  inllitution  fall? 
upon  the  poor.  For,  as  the  direc- 
tors 


CHARACTERS. 


15 


tors  bay  the  corn  at  the  cheapeft 
rate;  retail  that  part  of  it  which 
Jias  been  kept  the  longell;  and 
vend  it  at  .-^n  higher  price  tlinn  ic  is 
fold  in  the  neighbouring  territo- 
ries; the  bakers  muft  confcquently 
fell  their  bread  dearer,  and  not  of 
fo  gord  a  quality,  as  that  which 
may  be  purchafed  on  the  frontiers 
of  Savoy.  But  the  importation  of 
bread  is  ftriitly  prohibited  :  chofe 
families,  therefore,  who  can  af- 
ford it,  lay  in  a  provifion  of  corn 
foV  their  o\vn  ufe;  v/hile  the  poorer 
.  fort  iufver,  by  being  obliged  to 
pnrchafe,  at  an  advanced  price, 
their  daily  provifion  from  the  ba- 
kers, perhaps,  however,  the  go- 
v'ernment  is  not  fufiiciently  rich  to 
put  their  granary  upon  die  fame 
footing  with  thofe  of  Berne  and 
Zuric,  by  facrificing  the  profit  a- 
rifing  from  the  chamber  of  corn. 

The  town  is  ftrongly  fortified  on 
the  fide  of  Savoy;  and  a  garrifon 
of  about  nine  hundred  men  con- 
ftantly  maintained  :  but  thefe  for- 
tifications, and  this  garrifon,  are 
only  fufncient  to  guard  them  from 
any  fudden  attack  ;  they  could  not 
defer.d  them  long  againit  a  regu- 
lar fiege.  The  great  fecurity  of 
the  republic  confiils  in  its  alliance 
with  the  Swifs  cantons,  by  means 
of  Zuric  and  Berne  :  and,  as  it  is 
the  intereft  both  of  the  king  of 
France  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  to 
keep  well  with  the  Swifs,  and  to 
preierve  the  independence  of  Ge- 
neva ;  it  derives  its  greatefl  iecu- 
rity  from  what,  in  feme  cafes, 
would  be  its  grcateft  danger  ; 
namely,  that  its  territory  borders 
upon  the  dominions  of  fuch  power- 
ful neighbours. 

This  republic  is  the  only  com- 
monwealth in  Sv/ififerland,  that  has 
no  regular  companies  in  any  foreign 


fervice;  wifely  prohibiting  the  er»- 
liiting  of  mercenaries  in  every  part 
of  its  territorv. 


Reficxions  ttpcn  the  general  State  of 
the  thirteen  Svvifs  Cantons.  From 
the  fame. 

AVING,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
former  letters,  communicat- 
ed to  you  fuch  obfervations  as  I 
was  able  to  make  during  my  tour 
through  Swilierland,  concerning 
the  lav.'s,  government,  ilate  of  li- 
terature, ^"c.  of  each  canton  in 
particular  ;  I  will  now  requeft  from 
you  the  fa.me  candid  indulgence  I 
have  fo  repeatecily  experienced, 
whilil  I  lay  before  you  a  few  con- 
cluding remarks,  in  relation  to  the 
ftate  of  Swifferland  in  general. 

There  is  no  part  of  Europe 
which  contains,  within  the  fame 
extent  of  region,  fo  many  inde- 
pendent commonwealths,  and  fuch 
a  variety  of  different  governments, 
as  are  colleded  together  in  this  re- 
markable and  delightful  country  ; 
and  yet,  with  fuch  wifdom  was  the 
Helvetic  union  compofed,  and  io 
little  have  the  Swifs,  of  late  years, 
been  aiSuated  with  the  fpirit  of 
conquel},  that  fince  the  firm  and 
complete  eftabliihment  of  their  ge- 
neral confederacy,  they  have 
fcarcelv  ever  had  occafion  to  em- 
ploy their  arms  againft  a  foreign 
enemy  ;  and  have  had  no  hoftile 
commotions  among  themfelves  that 
were  not  very  foon  happily  termi- 
nated. Perhaps  there  is  not  a  fi- 
milar  inftance  in  antient  or  modern 
hiftory,  of  a  warlike  people,  divi- 
ded into  little  independent  repub- 
lics, clofely  bordering  upon  each 
other,  and  of  courfe  having  occa- 
fionally  interfering  interefts,  hav- 

inar 


14  ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1779. 


ing  continued,  during  fo  long  a 
period,  in  an  almoft  uninterrupted 
ilate  of  tranquillity.  And  thus, 
while  the  feveral  neighbouring 
kingdoms  have  fufFered,  by  turns, 
all  the  horrors  of  internal  war,  this 
favoured  nation  hath  enjoyed  the 
felicity  defcribed  by  Lucretius,  and 
looked  down  with  fecurity  upon 
the  various  tempefts  that  have  Sha- 
ken the  world  around  them. 

But  tlie  happinefs  of  a  long 
peace,  has  neither  broken  the  fpi- 
rit,  nor  enervated  the  arm  of  this 
people.  The  youth  are  diligently 
trained  to  all  the  martial  exercifes, 
fuch  as  running,  wreftling,  and 
ihooting  both  with  the  crofs-bow 
and  the  mufket;  a  confiderable 
number  of  well-difciplined  Swifs 
troops  are  always  employed  in  fo- 
reign fervices ;  and  the  whole 
people  are  enrolled,  and  regularly 
exercifed  in  their  refpedtive  mili- 
tia. By  thefe  means  they  are  ca- 
pable, in  cafe  it  fhould  be  necef- 
fary,  of  colledling  a  very  refpccl- 
able  body  of  forces,  which  could 
not  fail  of  proving  formidable  to 
any  enemy  who  (hould  invade  their 
country,  or  attack  their  liberties. 
Thus,  while  moil  of  the  other 
fiates  upon  the  continent  are  tend- 
ing more  and  more  towards  a  mi- 
litary governm.ent,  Swifierland  a- 
lone  has  no  ftauding  armies  ;  and 
yet,  from  the  nature  of  its  fituation, 
from  its  particular  alliances,  and 
from  the  policy  of  its  internal  go- 
vernment, is  more  fecurc  from  in- 
vafion  than  any  other  European 
power,  and  full  as  able  to  with- 
itand  the  greateft  force  that  can  be 
brought  againil  it. 

But  the  felicity  of  Swifferland 
does  not  confift  merely  in  being 
peculiarly  exempted  from  the  bur- 


dens and  miferies  of  war  ;  there  is 
no  country  in  which  happinefs  and 
content  more  univerfally  prevail 
among  the  people.  For,  whether 
the  government  be  ariftocratical, 
democratical,  or  mixed  ;  abfolute 
or  limited  ;  a  general  fpirit  of  li- 
berty pervades  and  afluatcs  the  fe- 
veral conftitutions  ,  fo  that  even 
the  oligarchical  ftates  (which,  of 
all  others,  are  ufually  the  moll  ty- 
rannical) are  here  peculiarly  mild  ; 
and  the  property  of  the  fubjeft  is 
fecurely  guarded  againft  every  kind 
of  violation. 

But  there  is  one  general  defeft 
in  their  criminal  jurifprudence, 
which  prevails  throughout  this 
country.  For,  although  the  Caro- 
line code,  as  it  is  ftyled,  or  the  , 
code  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the' 
Vth,  forms  in  each  of  the  repub- 
lics the  principal  bafis  of  their  pe- 
nal lavva,  with  particular  modifica- 
tions and  additions  in  different  dif- 
trifts  ;  yet  much  too  great  a  lati- 
tude is  allowed  to  the  refpedlive 
judges,  who  are  lefs  governed  in 
their  determinations  by  this  code, 
or  any  other  written  law,  than  by  .] 
the  common  principles  of  juftice. 
How  far  long  experience  may  have 
juitified  the  prudence  of  trufting 
them  with  this  extraordinary  pri- 
vilege, I  cannot  fay  ;  but  difcre* 
tionary  powers  of  this  kind,  are 
undoubtedly  liable  to  the  moft  " 
alarming  abufe,  and  can  never, 
without  the  greateft  hazard,  be 
committed  to  the  hands  of  the  ma- 
giilrate. 

I  cannot  forbear  reflefling,  upon 
this  occafion,  on  the  fupcrior  wif- 
dom,  in  the  prefent  inltance,  as 
well  as  in  many  others,  of  our  own 
moil  invaluable  conftitution  ;  and 
inueedj  it  is  impoffible  for  an  Eng- 
lifhman 
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HHiman  to  obferve,  in  hi .  travels, 
the  governments  of  other  countries, 
without  becoming  a  warmer  and 
more  afFeftionnte  admirer  of  his 
own.  In  England,  the  life  and 
liberty  of  the  fubjeft  does  not  de- 
pend upon  the  arbitrary  decilion 
of  his  judge,  but  is  fecured  by  ex- 
prefs  laws,  from  which  no  magi- 
jftrate  can  depart  with*  impunity. 
This  guarded  preciiion,  it  is  true, 
may  occalionally,  perhaps,  be  at- 
tended with  fome  inconveniences  ; 
but  they  are  overbalanced  by  ad- 
vantages of  fo  much  gr:  ler  weight 
as  to  be  fcarcely  ;  ::rrs;ptible  in  the 
fcales  ofjuftice.  I  do  not  mean, 
however,  to  throw  any  imputation 
upon  the  officers  of  criminal  jurif- 
didion  in  SwilTerland  :  as  far  as  I 
could  obferve,  they  adminifler  dif- 
tributive  j'jftice  with  an  impartial 
and  equitable  hand. 

I  remarked,  with  peculiar  fatis- 
failion,  the  excellent  flate  of  the 
prifons  throughout  this  country, 
and  the  humane  precautions  which 
the  feveral  legillatures  have  taken 
with  refpedl  to  felons.:  a  circum- 
ftance  which  could  not  fail  of 
ftriking  me  the  more  forcibly,  as 
the  contrary  is  but  too  vilible  in 
England.  In  Svviflerland,  the  cri- 
minals are  confined  in  wholcfome 
and  feparate  wards ;  and  inftead 


of  languifning  long  in  prifon,  to 
the  great  injury  of  their  health,  or 
total  vvafte  of  their  little  remnant 
of  money ;  they  are  almoll  immedi- 
ately brought  to  trial.  In  Eng- 
land, a  criminal,  or  one  fufpefted 
to  be  fuch,  may  be  confined  fix 
months  before  his  fate  Ihall  be  de- 
termined :  and  if  he  happen  to  be 
proved  innocent,  and  fhould  be  ia 
low  circumftances ;  the  lofs  of  his 
time,  together  with  the  expences 
of  the  gaol-fees,  may  probably  oc- 
cafion  his  utter  ruin  ;  while  his 
morals  are  in  no  lefs  danger,  by- 
being  compelled  to  afTociate  with 
a  fet  of  abandoned  wretches,  loft 
to  all  fenfe  of  ftiame,  and  encou- 
raging each  other  in  their  commoa 
proHigacy.  How  much  is  it  to  be 
lamented,  that,  while  our  code  of 
criminal  jurifprudence  is  in  gene- 
ral formed  upon  principles,  which 
diftinguifh  us  with  honour  among 
the  nations  of  Europe  ;  that  our 
cour:'-  ofjuftice  are  thrown  open 
to  the  view  of  all  the  world  ;  and 
that  we  enjoy  the  ineilimable  and 
uimoft  peculiar  privilege  of  being- 
tried  by  our  equals ;  how  much 
(I  cannot  forbear  repeating)  is  it 
to  be  lamented,  that  the  fame 
equitable  and  humane  fpirit  (hould 
be  found  wanting  in  fo  important 
an  article  of  our  penal  laws  *. 

One 


*  For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  prifons  in  SwiiTerland,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  a  treatife  concerning  "  The  fate  of  the  prifo'ds  in  England  and  Wales , 
**  atid  an  account  of  foiie  for eig7i  prifons,  by  John  Honvard,  Efq;  1777."  In 
this  treatife  (which  merits  the  attention  of  every  friend  to  humanity)  the  wor- 
thy author  has  produced  many  melancholy  proofs  of  the  lad  ftate  of  the  Englilh 
prifons,  and  how  very  inferior  they  are  to  thofe  abroad  ia  every  circumftance 
relating  to  the  health  and  good  governiiient  of  tlie  unhappy  perfons  confined  in 
them.  And  it  cannot  but  afford  him  the  moft  fenfible  fatisfa6lton  to  find,  that 
his  benevolent  and  perfevering  labours  have  already  bcsn  prodii6live  of  fome 
very  advantageous  regulations,  particularly  concerning  the  fees  of  prifoners 
who  Ihall  be  acquitted,  and  the  prevention  of  the  gaol  diftemper.  As  Mr.  H. 
ftill  continues  his  laudable  lefearches  thiough  all  the  moft  confiderable  prifons 

upon 
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One  cannot  but  be  aftoninied, 
as  well  as  concerned,  to  find,  rhac 
in  a  country  where  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  civil  government  are  (o 
well  underftood  and  (o  generally 
adopted  as  in  Swiflerland,  that  the 
trial  by  torture  is  not  yet  abolifh- 
ed  :  for,  in  Tome  particular  cafes, 
the  fufpefted  criminal  is  ftill  put 
to  the  rack.  The  inefficacy,  no 
lefs  than  the  inhumanity,  of  en- 
deavouring to  extort  the  truth  by 
the  feveral  horrid  inftruments 
which  too  ingenious  cruelty  has 
devifed  for  that  purpofe,  has  been 
fo  often  expofed  by  the  ableft  wri- 
ters, that  it  would  be  equally  im- 
pertinent and  fuperfluous  to  trou- 
ble you  with  any  reflections  of  mine 
upon  the  fubjeft  :  and  indeed,  the 
whole  ftrength  of  the  feveral  argu- 
ments that  have  been  urged  upon 
this  occafion,  is  comprifed  in  the 


very  jull  and  pointed  obfervatioti' 
of  the  admirable  Bruyere,  that /z*' 
qiiejiion  efi  une  innjcntion  maweillcufi 
13  tout-ci-fait  Jure,  pour  ferdre  iin 
innocent  qui  a  la  co;npltxion  fcihle,  IZt 
/ati'vre  un  coup  able  qui  cji  ne  robujh  * . 
J  cannot,  however,  but  add,  in 
jailice  to  the  Swifs,  that  zealous 
advocates  have  not  been  wanting 
among  them  for  the  total  abolition 
of  torture:  but  arguments  of  rea- 
fon,  and  fentiments  of  humanity, 
have  been  found,  even  in  this  ci- 
vilized and  enlightened  country, 
to  avail  little  againft  inveterate 
cuftom  and  long-confirmed  preju- 
dices f , 

JiCarning  is  lefs  generally  diffu- 
fed  among  the  catholic  than  the 
proteftant  Hates ;  but  in  both,  a 
man  of  letters  will  find  abundant 
opportunities  of  gratifying  his  re- 
fearches  and  improving  his  know- 


ijpon  tliP  conti'-K-nt,  and  intends  fubmittincf  the  refult  of  tliem  to  tlie  conRdera- 
tion  of  Pailiament ;  it  may  juftly  be  hoped,  that  he  will  he  rewarderl  with  the 
happinefs  of  having  become  the  means  of  efTeitiially  fixing  the  attention  of. 
the  Britifh  Senate  upon  an  object  fo  highly  defcrving  the  care  of  every  wile  and 
humane  legiflaUne. 

*  CaracVijres,  Vol.  ii.  p.  203, 

f  Ciiminal  jnftice  is  here,  a*  in  the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  adtiiinifterf  J 
agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  civil  law.  According  to  the  maxims  of  that  code, 
the  criminaTs  confeflion  is  ablclutely  reqr.ifite,  in  order  to  his  fnffering  capital 
puniflinient  5  and  coiiliiquentlv,  all  tliol'e  nations  who  have  not  ei^abliflied  a 
new  code  of  criminal  jurifpiudence,  re'ain  the  life  of  torture. 

The  prefent  king  of  Prufiia,  it  is  well  known,  fet  the  example  in  Germanyj- 
of  abolishing  this  inhuman  practice  ;  but  few,  perhaps,  are  apprifed,  that  the 
firlf  hint  of  this  reformation  was  fuggeiled  to  !um  by  reading  the  Hiilory  of 
England.  For,  one  of  the  principal  aiguments  in  iupport  of  this  method  of 
extorting  confeiHon,  being  that  it  affords  the  belt  means  of  Qiicovering  plots 
againft  government;  the  [agacious  monarch  remarked,  that  the  Britiih  annals 
fully  confuted  the  fallacy  of  that  reafoning.  Few  kingdoms,  he  obferved,  had 
aboundetl  more  in  conlpiracies  and  rebellions  than  England  ;  and  yet,  that  tne 
leaders  and  abettors  of  them  had  been  more  fuccefsfuiiy  traced  and  difcovered, 
without  the  ufe  of  torture,  than  in  :my  country  where  it  was  praftifed. 
"  From  thence,"  added  this  wife  politician,  fpeaking  upon  the  fubjefV,  "  I 
*'  Taw  the  abfurdity  of  torture;  and  aboliflied  it  accordingly*''' 

The  above  anecdote,  which  I  had  from  very  refpeclable  authority-  bears  the 
nioit  honourable  teftimony  to  the  efficacy  as  well  as  the  mildnefs  or  our  penal 
laws,  and  to  the  fuperior  excellency  of  the  procefs  obferved  in  ©ur  courts  of 
criminal  jultice. 

ledge. 


CHARACTERS. 


If 


ledge.  To  the  natural  phiiofo- 
pher,  Svvifierland  will  afford  an 
inexhauftible  fource  of  entertain- 
ment and  information,  as  wel!  from 
the  great  variety  of  phyfical  cun- 
ofides  fo  plentifully  fpread  over  the 
country,  as  from  the  confiderable 
number  of  perfons  eminently  fK.il- 
led  in  that  branch  of  fcience.  In- 
deed in  every  town,  and  almofl  in 
every  village,  the  curious  travel- 
ler will  meet  with  coilecTtions  wor- 
thy of  his  attention. 

With  refpefl  to  agriculture  ; 
there  is,  perhaps,  no  country  in 
the  world  where  the  advantageous 
effedls  of  unwearied  and  perfever- 
ing  induftry  are  more  remarkably 
confpicuous.  In  travelling  over 
the  mountainous  parts  of  Swiffer- 
land,  I  was  ftruck  with  admiration 
and  aftonilhment,  to  obferve  rocks, 
that  were  formerly  barren,  now 
planted  with  vines,  or  abounding 
in  rich  pallure ;  and  to  mark  the 
traces  of  the  plough  along  the  fides 
of  precipices  fo  fteep,  that  it  muft 
be  with  great  difficulty  that  a  horfe 
could  even  mount  them.  In  a 
word,  the  inhabitants  feem  to  have 
furmounted  every  obllruftion  which 
foil,  fituation,  and  climate,  had 
thrown  in  their  way,  and  to  have 
fpread  fertility  over  various  fpots 
of  the  country  which  nature  feemed 
to  have  conligned  to  everlafting 
barrennefs.  In  fine,  a  general 
fimplicity  of  manners,  an  open 
and  unaffefted  franknefs,  together 
with  an  invincible  fpirit  of  free- 
dom, mayjuftly  be  mentioned  in 
the  number  of  thofe  peculiar  qua- 
lities which  dignify  the  public  cha- 
rafter  of  this  people,  and  diftin- 
guifh  them  with  honour  among  the 
nations  of  Europe. 

Vol.  XXIL 


A  Sketch  of  an  Hijiorical  Panegyric 
on  the  Mar/fpalo/ Berwick,  by  thf 
Prefident  Moncefquieu.  From 
Memoirs  of  the  Duke  c/"  Berwick. 

HE  was  born  on  the  2 1 ft  of  Au- 
guft,  \(i-]o  ;  was  fon  of 
James,  Dul:e  of  York,  lince  King 
of  England,  and  of  Mifs  Arabella 
Churchill.  Such  indeed  was  the 
the  fate  of  this  houfe  of  Churchill, 
that  it  gave  birth  to  two  men,  who 
were  deftined,  at  the  fame  time, 
each  of  them  to  fhake,  and  to  fup- 
port,  the  two  greateft  monarchies 
of  Europe. 

At  feven  years  of  age  he  was 
fent  into  France  to  complete  his 
lludies,  and  follow  his  exercifes. 
The  Duke  of  York  having  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  crown  on  the  6th  day 
of  February,  1685,  fent  him  the 
following  year  into  Hungary,  and 
he  was  prefent  at  the  fiege  of 
Buda. 

He  paffed  the  winter  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  King  created  him 
Duke  of  Berwick.  In  the  fpring 
he  returned  into  Hungary,  where 
the  Emperor  gave  him  the  rank  of 
Colonel  to  command  Taaff's  regi- 
ment of  Cuiraffiers.  He  ferved 
the  campaign  of  1687,  in  which 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  obtained  the 
viftory  at  Mohatz  ;  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  Vienna,  the  Emperor  pro- 
moted him  to  the  rank  of  Major- 
GeneraL 

Thus  the  Duke  of  Berwick  was 
firfl  trained  to  arms,  under  the 
great  Dake  of  Lorrain  ;  and  his 
life,  ever  iince,  has  been  in  a  man- 
ner entirely  devoted  to  this  pro- 
felTion. 

He    returned    into'   England  ; 

when  the  King  gave  him  the  go-' 

vernment  of  FortfniDufn,  and  of 

the  county  of  Soufhampton.     He  • 

C  had 
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had  alre.idy  a  regiment  of  infantry. 
The  regiment  of  hnrfe-guards,  be- 
longing to  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  was 
afterwards  given  him  :  fo  that  at 
leventeen  years  of  age,  he  was  in 
a  fituation  highly  flattering  to  a 
man  of  an  elevated  mind;  for  he 
law  the  track  of  glory  open  before 
him,  and  was  in  a  way  of  being 
able  to  perform  great  aftions. 

In  16S8  the  Revolution  took 
place  in  England  ;  and  amidft  the 
number  of  misfortunes  that  fur- 
rounded  the  King  on  afudden,  the 
Duke  of  Berwick  was  charged  with 
affairs  of  the  higheft  confequence. 
The  King  having  fixed  upon  him 
for  aflembling  the  army,  one  of 
the  treacheries  committed  by  his 
minifters  was  to  delay  the  fending 
of  the  orders  for  this  purpofe,  that 
opportunity  might  be  given  to 
fome  other  perfon  to  lead  off  the 
troops  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  He 
accidentally  met  with  four  regi- 
ments that  were  intended  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  brought  them  back  to  his  polt. 
He  exerted  himfelr  :o  the  urmoftin 
order  to  favePortfmouth,  which  was 
blocked  up  by  fea  and  land,  and  had 
no  other  provifions  than  what  were 
daily  fupplied  by  the  enemy,  till 
the  King  ordered  him  to  deliver 
up  that  fortrefs.  His  ^^'jefly  hav- 
ing taken  the  rcfolutioa  to  make 
his  efcape  into  France'  the  Duke 
was  one  of  the  fivp  pt  Ifons  whom 
Jie  entr-ufted  with  his  dcfjgn,  and 
who  followed  him.  The  King, 
immediately  on  his  landing,  fent 
him  toVerfailles  torequellan  afy- 
lum.  He  was  then  but  juft  eigh- 
teen years  old. 

Aimoft  all.  Ireland  having  pre- 
fervedi:;  fidelity  to  King  James, 


that  prince  went  there  in  the  month 
of  March,  16S9  ;  and  an  unfortu- 
nate war  enfued,  in  which  bravery 
was  always  conAaicuous,  and  con- 
du6l  alway  deficient.  Of  this  war 
in  Ireland  it  may  be  faid,  thac  in 
London  it  was  confidered  as  the 
bufinefs  of  the  day,  and  the  capi- 
tal concern  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
in  France,  it  was  looked  upon  as 
a  war  carried  ©n  from  motives  of 
particular  attachment  and  deco- 
rum. The  Englifli,  who  chofe  to 
avert  a  civil  war  from  themfelves, 
cruflied  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
It  feemed  even  as  if  the  French 
officers  who  were  fent  there,  were 
imprefied  with  the  fame  ideas  as 
thofe  who  fent  them  :  they  had  but 
three  objefts  in  view,  to  get  there, 
to  fight,  and  to  return.  Time  has 
fhewn  that  the  notions  of  the  Eng- 
|iCh  upon  thefe  matters  were  more 
juft  than  ours. 

The   Duke   of  Berwick    diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  on  fome  particular  ' 
occafions,  and  was  made  a  Lieu- 
tenant-General.' 

Lord  Tyrconnel,  on  his  depar- 
ture for  France  in  the  year  1690,  [ 
left  the  general  command  of  the  I 
kingdom  to  the  Duke  of  Berwick, 
He  was  then  but  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  it  appeared  from  his  con- 
dudl,  that  heaven  had  befrowed 
prudence  upon  him  at  a  more  early 
period  of  life  than  upon  any  other 
man  of  his  time.  The  lofs  of  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne  had  difcourag- 
ed  the  Irilh  troops  :  King  William 
had  indeed  raifed  the  fiege  of  Li- 
merick, and  was  returned  into 
England  ;  but  this  did  not  much 
improve  the  ftate  of  affairs.  Lord 
Churchill*  landed  on  a  fudden  ia, 
Ireland  with  eight  thoafand  men* 


*  Afterwards  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
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It  was  neceflary  at  the  fame  time 
to  check  the  rapidity  of  his  pro- 
grefs,  to  re-eftablifli  the  army,  to 
diffipate  fadions,  and  to  conciliate 
the  minds  of  the  Irifli.  All  this 
was  efFe£led  by  the  Duke  of  Ber- 
wick. 

la  1691,  the  Duke  of  Tyrcon- 
nel  having  returned  into  Ireland, 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  went  back 
into  France,  and  attended  Lewis 
XIV.  as  volunteei',  tothefiegeof 
Mons.  He  ferved  in  the  fame  ca- 
pacity under  Marfhal  Luxembourg, 
in  the  campaign  of  1692,  and  was 
prefent  at  the  battle  of  Steinkirk. 
The  following  year  he  was  made 
Lieutenant-General  in  France,  and 
acquired  much  honour  at  the  battle 
of  Neerwinden,  where  he  was 
taken  prifoner.  The  reports  that 
were  circulated  upon  this  occafion, 
mufl:  certainly  have  originated  from 
perfons  who  had  the  higheft  idea 
of  his  fteadinefs  and  courage.  He 
continued  to  ferve  in  Flanders  un- 
der Marfhal  Luxembourg,  and 
afterwards  under  Marfhal  Ville- 
roy. 

In  1696,  he  was  fent  privately 
into  England,  to  hold  a  conference 
with  fome  Englifh  noblemen,  who 
had  refolved  to  reftore  the  King. 
He  was  charged  with  a  very  ftrange 
kind  of  commiffion,  which  was  to 
induce  thefe  noblemen  to  aft  a- 
gainft  common  fenfe.  He  did  not 
fucceed  ;  and  haftened  his  return 
upon  receiving  information  that 
there  was  a  plot  carrying  on  a- 
gainft  the  perfon  of  King  William, 
becaufe  he  did  not  chufe  to  be  in- 
volved in  this  confpiracy.  I  re- 
member having  heard  him  fay, 
that  a  man  had  difcovered  him  by 
a  kind  of  family  likenefs,  and  par- 
ticularly by  the  length  of  his  fin- 
gers ;   that  luckily  this  man  hap- 


pened to  be  a  Jacobite,  and  faid  to 
him,  Goi/  bhfs  you  in  all  your  midcr- 
takings.  This  relieved  him  from 
his  embarrafi'ment. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  loft  his 
firft  wife  in  the  month  of  June, 
1698.     He    had   married     her  tPi. 


1695 


She  v/as  daughter  of  the 


Earl  of  Clanricard.  He  had  a  fon 
by  her,  who  was  born  on  the  2 ill 
of  Oftober,  1696. 

In  1699  he  made  a  tour  into 
Italy,  and  at  his  return  married 
Mademoifelle  de  Bulkeley,  daugh- 
ter of  Madame  de  Buikeley,  Lady 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Queen  of 
England,  and  of  M.  de  Bulkeleyj 
brother  of  Lord  Bulkeley. 

After  the  death  of  Charles  IL 
King  of  Spain,  King  James  fent 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  to  Rome,  to 
congratulate  the  Pope  on  his  elec- 
tion, and  to  ofi-'er  him  his  fervices 
to  command  the  army  that  France 
prefTed  him  to  raife,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  maintaining  a  neutrality  ,'ti 
Italy;  and  the  Court  of  St.  Gct^» 
mains  offered  to  fend  fome  Iriili 
troops,  to  be  under  his  command* 
The  Pope  thought  the  afiair  rather 
too  ferious  for  him,  and  the  Duke 
of  Berwick  returned. 

In  1 70 1  he  loft  the  King  his  fa^' 
ther,  and  in  1702  he  ferved  iii 
Flanders  under  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  Marfhal  BouiHers ;  in 
1703,  on  his  return  from  the  cam* 
paign,  he  was  naturalized  a  fubjeft 
of  France,  with  the  confent  of  the 
Court  of  St.  Germains. 

In  1704,  the  King  fent  him  in- 
to Spain  at  the  head  of  eighteen 
battalions  and  nineteen  fquadrons; 
and  upon  his  arrival  the  King  of 
Spain  appointed  him  Captain-Ge" 
neral  of  his  forces,  and  made  him 
put  his  hat  on  in  his  prefence. 
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The  Court  of  Spain  was  diftur- 
bed  by  intrigues.  The  govern- 
ment was  very  ill  conduced,  be- 
caafe  every  one  wifhed  to  guide 
the  reins  of  it.  Every  thing  de- 
generated into  cabals,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  principal  objcfts  of  kis 
i.  ^mmiflion,  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
them.  All  parties  endeavoured  to 
gain  him  over,  but  he  would  not 
fide  with  either  of  them  ;  and  ap- 
plying himfelf  only  to  the  fuccefs 
of  public  affairs,  he  confidered  the 
intereft  of  individuals  merely  as 
they  were  ;  he  paid  no  attention  to 
Madame  d'Orfini,  to  Orry,  to  the 
Abbe  d'Etrees,  to  the  inclination? 
of  the  Queen,  or  to  the  bias  of 
the  King  :  the  welfare  of  the  mo- 
narchy engrolTed  all  his  thoughts. 

The- Duke  of  Berwick  received 
orders  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
difmiffion  of  Madame  d'Orfini. 
The  King  wrote  to  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  :  "  Tell  my  grand- 
"  fon,  that  he  owes  me  this  mark 
*'  of  complaifance.  Urge  all  the 
"  motives  you  can  imagine  to  per- 
*'  fuade  him,  but  do  not  tell  him 
*'  that  I  fhall  abandon  him,  for 
"  he  would  never  believe  you." 
The  King  of  Spain  confenled  to 
the  difmiffion. 

This  year,  1704,  the  Duke  of 
Berwick  faved  the  kingdom  of 
Spain  ;  he  hindered  the  Portu- 
guefe  army  from  going  to  Madrid. 
His  army  was  two- thirds  weaker 
than  that  of  the  enemy  ;  he  was 
conftantly  receiving  orders  from 
court,  one  after  another,  to  retire 
and  to  ri(k  nothing.  The  Duke  of 
Berwick,  who  faw  that  Spain  was 
loll  if  he  obeyed,  would  not  dif- 
continue  to  expofe  himfelf  to  riiks, 
and  difputed  every  inch  of  ground. 
The  Poftuguefe  army  retired,  and 
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the  Dukeof  Berwick  did  the  fame. 
At  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  return  into  France, 
This  was  the  effedl  of  court  in- 
trigue ;  and  he  felt  what  fo  many 
had  experienced  before,  that  to 
pleafe  at  court  is  the  grcateft  fer- 
vice  a  man  can  do  ;  without  which, 
all  our  works,  to  make  ufe  of  the 
language  of  divines,  are  nothing 
more  than  dead  works. 

In  1705  the  Duke  of  Berwick 
was  fent  to  command  in  Langue- 
doc  ;  and  the  fame  year  he  laid 
fiege  to  Nice,  and  took  it. 

In  1706  he  was  made  Marlhal  of 
France,  and  fent  into  Spain  to  take 
the  command  of  the  army  againft 
Portugal.  The  King  of  Spain  had 
raifed  the  fiege  of  Barcelona,  and 
had  been  obliged  to  return  by 
France,  and  to  re-enter  the  king- 
dom of  Spain  through  Navarre. 

I  have  obferved,  that  before  he 
quitted  Spain,  the  firll  time  of  his 
ferving  there,  he  had  faved  the 
kingdom  ;  and  upon  this  occafion 
he  faved  it  a  fecond  time.  I  fhall 
take  but  a  curfory  view  of  the  cir- 
ciimllances  which  it  is  the  bufinefs 
of  hiftory  to  record.  I  fliall  only 
fay,  that  all  was  loft  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  campaign,  and  all  re- 
covered at  the  end  of  it.  In  Ma- 
dame de  Maintenon's  Letters  to 
the  Princefs  Orfini,  we  may  fee 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  two 
courts  at  that  time.  They  wifhed, 
but  they  had  no  hopes  remaining. 
The  Marfhal  of  Berwick  wanted 
the  Queen  to  join  his  army,  but 
fhe  was  prevented  by  the  advice  of 
fome  timid  perfons.  They  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  her  to  retire  to 
Pampeluna;  the  Marfhal  of  Ber- 
wick made  it  appear,  that  if  this 
ftep  were  taken,  erery  thing  was 
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toil,  becaufe  the  Caftiliars  would 
then  think  themfelves  forfaken  : 
the  Queen  therefore  retired  to  Bur- 
gos with  her  counfellors,  and  the 
King  joined  the  fmall  army.  The 
PortngueTe  went  to  Madrid  ;  and 
the  Marfhal,  by  condudl  merely, 
without  riiking  a  fingle  aflion, 
obliged  the  enemy  entirely  to  quit 
Caitile,  and  wedged  in  their  army 
between  the  kingdoms  of  Valjsncia 
and  Arragon.  He  condudled  them 
thither  by  one  march  after  another, 
a?  a  fuepherd  leads  his  flock.  It 
may  be  faid,  that  this  campaign 
was  more  glorious  to  him  than  any 
of  the  other  he  made,  becaufe  the 
advantages  obtained  by  it,  not  hav- 
ing depended  on  an  aftion,  fur- 
nilhed  the  opportunity  for  a  conti- 
nual difplay  of  his  talents.  He 
took  more  than  ten  thoufand  pri- 
foners,  and  by  this  campaign  pav- 
ed the  way  for  the  fecond,  render- 
ed ftill  more  illuftrious  by  the  bat- 
tle of  Almanza,  the  redudtioa  of 
the  kingdoms  '  of  Valencia  and 
Arragon,  and  the  capture  of  Le- 
rida. 

It  was  in  this  year,  1707,  that 
the  King  of  Spain  beftowed  upon 
the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  the  towns 
of  Liria  and  Xerica,  with  the  rank 
of  Grandee  of  the  firll  clafs ;  which 
procured  him  a  ftill  greater  efta- 
blifhment  for  his  fon  by  his  firft 
wile,  in  his  alliance  with  Dona 
Catherina  of  Portugal,  heirefs  of 
the  houfe  of  Veraguas.  The  Mar- 
fhal gave  him  up  all  his  poffeffions 
in  Spain. 

At  the  fame  time  Lewis  XIV. 
gave  him  the  government  of  the 
Limofin,  entirely  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, without  being  alked  for  it  by 
the  Duke. 

I  mult  take  this  opportunity  of 
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fpeaking  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
and  I  fhall  do  it  with  the  greater 
fatisfadion,  as  what  I  fhall  fay  of 
him,  can  but  redound  to  his  ho- 
nour as  well  as  the  Marflial's. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  came  to 
command  the  army.  His  evil  def- 
tiny  made  him  think  he  fliould 
have  time  to  pafs  by  Madrid.  The 
Marfhal  of  Berwick  difpatched 
mefTenger  after  meilenger  to  ac- 
quaint him  that  he  Ihould  foon  be 
under  a  necefliiy  of  giving  battle  ; 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  fet  out,  and 
notwithitanding  the  utnioft  expe- 
dition, did  not  arrive  in  time. 
There  were  not  wanting  courtiers 
who  endeavoured  to  infinuate  to 
the  Prince,  that  the  Marfhal  of 
Berwick  had  been  well  pleafed  to 
give  battle  without  him,  in  order 
that  he  might  deprive  the  Prince 
of  the  glory  of  it.  But  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  was  fatisfied  that  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  do  him  juf- 
tice,  which  he  very  well  knew  hovv 
to  do  ;  and  only  complained  of  his 
ill  fortune. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans,  who 
could  not  bear  the  idea  of  returning 
without  having  done  any  thing, 
propofed  the  fiege  of  Lerida.  The 
Marfnal  of  Berwick,  who  was  far 
from  agreeing  with  the  Duke  in 
this  point,  explained  his  reafons 
for  it  in  a  flrong  manner  ;  and  even 
propofed  to  refer  the  matter  to 
court.  The  fiege  of  Lerida  was 
refolved  upon.  From  that  moment 
the  Marfhal  faw  no  farther  obfla- 
cles :  he  knew,  that  though  pru- 
dence be  the  firft  of  all  virtues  before 
an  enterprize  is  begun,  it  is  only  a 
fecondary  one  after  it  is  under- 
taken. Perhaps  had  he  been  the 
propofer  of  this  fiege,  he  would 
have  been  lefs  apprehenfive  of  the 
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raifing  of  it.  The  Duke  of  Or- 
leans finifhed  the  campaign  with 
glory-;  and  thiscircumllance, which 
would  infallibly  have  bred  a  quar- 
rel between  two  men  of  an  ordi- 
nary turn  of  ir.ind,,  ferved  only  to 
unite  thefe  two  more  firmly  toge- 
ther; and  I  remember  to  have  heard 
the  Marihal  fay,  that  he  traced  the 
origi-n  of  the  favour  fliewed  him  by 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  from  the  cam- 
paign of  1707. 

In  1708,  the  Marflial  of  Ber- 
wick, who  was  at  firft  defigned  to 
be  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  Dau- 
phiny,  was  fent  upon  the  Rhine  to 
command  under  the  Elcdor  of  Ba- 
varia. He  had  defeated  a  projed 
of  M.  de  Chamiliart,  whofe  chief 
incapacity  confifted  in  not  knowing 
his  own.  Prince  Eugene  having 
quitted  Germany  to  go  into  Flan- 
ders, the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  fol- 
lowed him.  After  the  lofs  of  the 
battle  of  Oudenarde,  the  enemy 
laid  fiege  to  Lifle  ;  and  then  the 
Marihal  of  Berwickjoined  his  army 
to  that  of  M.  de  Vendofme.  With- 
out an  infinite  number  of  very  ex- 
traordinary events,  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  us  to  have  loft  Lille.  The 
Duke  de  Vendofme  was  incenfed 
againft  the  Marflial  of  Berwick  for 
having  made  fome  difficulty  of  fer- 
ving  under  him.  From  that  pe- 
riod, the  Duke  de  Vendofme  re- 
je£led  every  propofal  that  came 
from  the  Marfnal  of  Berwick  ;  and 
his  foul,  in  oihfr  refpedls  fo  great, 
was  no  longer  animated  by  any 
motive,  but  a  warm  refentment 
for  the  kind  of  aflVont  which  he 
imagined  he  received. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the 
King,  conftantly  divided  between 
contradidlory  propofals,  knew  not 
how  IQ  2.(X  otherwife^  than  to  ac- 


quiefce  in  M.  de  Vendofme's  opi- 
nion. 

It  muft  have  happened  that  the 
King  fhould  fend  to  the  army,  in 
order  to  conciliate  the  Generals,  a 
minifier  who  was  incapable  of  dif- 
tinguifhing  :  it  muft  have  hap- 
pened, that  that  malady  of  human 
nature,  of  not  being  able  to 
bear  what  is  good,  when  it  is  done 
by  perfons  whom  we  do  not  like, 
fhould  have  taken  poffeffion,  dur- 
ing this  whole  campaign,  of  the 
heart  and  underftanding  of  M.  de 
Vendofme  :  it  muft  have  happen- 
ed, that  a  Lieutenant  General 
fliould  have  credit  enough  at  court, 
to  commit  two  blunders,  one  upon 
the  back  of  the  other,  and  which 
will  be  remembered  in  all  ages, 
his  defeat  and  his  capitulation  :  it 
muft  have  happened,  that  the  fiege 
of  Bruftels  ftiould  have  been  rejeft- 
ed  at  firft,  and  afterwards  under- 
taken ;  that  it  fhould  be  determi- 
ned to  cover,  at  the  fame  time, 
both  the  Scheld  and  the  Canal,, 
that  is,  to  cover  nothing.  In  a 
word,  the  caufe  in  agitation  be- 
tween thefe  two  great  men  ftill  ex- 
ifts  ;  the  letters  written  by  the 
King,  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,' 
by  the  Duke  de  Vendofme,  by  the, 
Duke  of  Berwick,  and  by  M.  de 
Chamiliart,  are  alfo  ftill  prefer^ 
ved.  By  thefe  it  will  appear 
which  of  the  two  wanted  coolnefs, 
and  perhaps  I  might  even  venture 
to  fay,  reafon.  God  forbid  that  I 
fhould  attempt  to  call  in  queftion. 
the  eminent  qualities  of  the  Duke 
de  Vendofme  !  If  the  Marfhal  of 
Berwick  were  to  return  upon  earth, 
he  would  be  forry  for  it.  But  I 
fhall  fay,  on  this  occafion,  what 
Homer  faid  of  Glaucus.  Jupiter 
deprived  Glaucus  of  his  wifdom, 
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and  he  exchanged  a  golden  fhield 
for  a  brazen  one.  This  golden 
fhield  M.  de  Vendofme  had  always 
borne  till  this  campaign,  and  he 
afterwards  recovered  it. 

In  1709  the  Marflial  of  Berwick 
was  fent  to  cover  the  frontiers  of 
Provence  and  Dauphiny  ;  and 
though  M.  de  Chamiilart,  who  left 
every  thing  unprovided,  had  been 
removed,  he  fouud  neither  money, 
nor  ammunition,  nor  provifions  ; 
but  managed  fo  well,  that  he  fup- 
plied  himfelf  with  all  he  wanted. 
I  remember  having  heard  him  fay, 
that  in  his  diltrcfs  he  feized  upon 
a  fupply  of  money  that  was  going 
from  Lyons  to  the  royal  treafury  ; 
and  he  ufed  to  fay  toM.  D'Anger- 
villiers,  who  was  his  Intendant  at 
that  time,  that  in  legal  Ilrictnefs 
"  they  both  of  them  deferved  to  have 
been  tried.  M.  Defmarais  ex- 
claimed :  and  he  anfwered,  that  it 
was  necelTary  to  provide  fuhfiitence 
for  an  army,  which  was  to  fave  the 
Ifingdom. 

The  Marlhal  of  Berwick  formed 
fuch  a  plan  of  defence,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  penetrate  into  France 
on  any  fide,  becaufe  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  was  obliged  to  proceed  by 
the  arch  of  a  circle,  while  he  kept 
alorig  the  chord.  Iremember  when 
I  was  in  Piedmont,  that  the  officers 
who  had  ferved  at  that  period,  al- 
ways gave  this  as  a  reafon  for  their 
not  having  been  able  to  penetrate 
into  France  ;  they  made  the  pane- 
gyric of  the  Marfhal  of  Berwick 
without  my  knowing  any  thing  of 
the  matter. 

For  this  plan  of  defence  the 
Marlhal  of  Berwick  wanted  only  a 
fmall  number  of  forces,  and  was 
enabled  to  fend  the  King  twenty 
battalions ;  which,  in  thofe  times, 


was     a     confiderable      reinforce- 
ment. 

It  would  be  very  abfurd  in  me 
to  judge  of  his  military  talents; 
in  other  words,  to  judge  of  what 
I  cannot  underlland.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  might  I  be  allowed  to  ven- 
ture, I  (hould  fay,  that  as  eve^-y 
great  man,  befides  his  general  ca- 
pacity, has  alfo  fome  particular 
talent  in  which  he  excels,  and 
which  conilitutes  his  diftinguifh- 
ing  quality  ;  fo  the  Marfhal  of 
Berwick's  particular  talent  con- 
futed in  making  a  defenfive  war, 
in  relTicring  affairs  that  were  def- 
perate,  and  in  being  thorough 
mailer  of  every  refource  that  can 
fuggeft  itielf  tn  misfortune.  He 
mull  undoubtably  have  been  very 
fenfibje  of  his  powers  in  this  re- 
fped.  I  have  often  heard  him 
fay,  that  the  thing  he  had  moft' 
coveted,  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life,  was  to  have  had  a 
good  fortrefs  to  defend. 

In  1713  the  peace  was  ficfned  at 
Utrecht  :  on  the  firft  of  Septem- 
ber, 171 5,  the  King  died:  The 
Duke  of  Orleans  was  Regent,  and 
the  IViarfnal  of  Berwick  was  fent. to 
coiTimand  in  Guyenne.  Let  me 
be  allowed  to  fay,  that  this  was  a 
great  happinefs  for  me,  fince  it 
was  there  I  became  acquainted 
with  him. 

The  intrigues  of  Cardinal  AU 
beroni  gave  life  to  the  war  which 
the  M.irlhal  Duke  of  Berwick  con- 
ducted on  the  frontiers  of  Spain. 
The  Miniftry  being  changed  upon 
the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,' 
he  was  removed  from  the  com- 
mand of  Guvenne.  He  divided 
his  time  between  the  Court,  Paris, 
and  his  country-houfe  of  Fitz- 
James.  This  will  give  me  an 
C  4  oppor- 
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opportunky  of  fpeaking  of  him 
as  a  private  man,  and  of  giv- 
ing his  character,  as  concifely  as 
poffible. 

He  fcarce  obtained  any  favours 
which  were  not'  offered  to  him  : 
when  his  own  incereft  was  con- 
cerned, it  was  always  neceiTary  to 
pu(h  him  on.— }Iis  referved  and 
rather  dry  look,  which  was  fome- 
times  even  inclined  to  feverity, 
made  him  appear  at  times  as  if 
he  were  not  in  his  proper  element, 
in  our  country,  if  it  were  poffi- 
ble that  great  fouls  and  perfonal 
merit  could  be  confined  to  any 
one  nation. 

He  knew  not  how  to  fay  thofe 
things  that  are  ufualiy  called  pret- 
ty things.  He  was  more  efpe- 
cially  free  from  thofe  numberlefs 
errors  into  which  perfons,  who 
are  overfond  of  themfelves,  are 
continually  falling.- — He  was  de- 
termined, for  the  moft  part,  by  his 
own  judgrnent;  and  if,  on  the 
one  hand,  he  had  not  too  high  an 
opinion,  on  the  other,  he  had  no 
diftruft  of  himfelf ;  he  conlidered 
and  knew  himfelf  with  as  much 
penetration,  as  he  viewed  all  other 
objefts. — No  man  ever  knew  bet- 
ter how  to  avoid  exceffes,  or,  if  I 
may  venture  to  ufe  the  exprefiion, 
to  keep  clear  of  tlie  fnares  of  vir- 
tue :  for  example,  he  was  fond  of 
the  clergy  ;  he  readily  enough  ac- 
commodated himfelf  to  the  modefty 
of  their  ftation  ;  but  he  could  not 
bear  to  be  governed  by  them ; 
cfpecialy  if  they  tranfgrefTed  in 
the  leaft  article  the  limits  of  their 
duty :  he  required  more  of  them 
than  they  would  have  required  of 
him. — It  was  impoffible  to  behold 
him,  and  not  be  in  love  with  vir- 
tue, fo  evident  was  tranquility  and 
happin?fs  in  his  foul,  parcicolarly 
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when  he  was  compared  with  others 
who  were  agitated  by  various  paf- 
fions. — In  the  works  of  Plutarch, 
I  have  feen  at  a  diftance  what 
great  men  were:  in  him  I  beheld 
in  a  nearer  view  what  they  are.  I 
was  only  acqvjainted  with  him  in 
private  life  :  I  never  favv  the  hero, 
but  the  man  from  whom  the  hero 
ifTued.  —  He,  loved  his  friends : 
it  was  his  cuftom  to  do  fervices, 
and  not  to  fpeak  of  them  :  thus 
the  benefit  was  difpenfed  by  aa 
invihble  hand. — He  had  a  great 
fund  of  religion.  No  man  ever 
followed  more  ftriftly  thofe  laws 
of  the  gofpel,  which  are  more 
troublefome  to  men  of  the  world  : 
in  a  word,  no  man  ever  pradlifed 
religion  fo  much,  and  talked  of  it 
fo  little. — He  never  fpoke  ill  of 
any  one ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
never  bellowed  any  praife  upon 
thofe  whom  he  did  not  think  de- 
ferving  of  it. — He  held  in  averfion 
thofe  controverfies,  which,  under 
pretence  of  the  glory  of  God,  are 
nothing  more  than  perfonal  dif- 
putes.  He  had  learned  from  the 
misfortunes  of  the  King  his  father, 
that  we  expofe  ourfelves  to  com- 
mit great  errors,  when  we  have 
too  much  faiih  even  in  per- 
fons of  the  moft  refpeOable  cha- 
j  after. — When  he  was  appointed 
Commandant  in  Guyenne,  we 
were  alarmed  at  the  report  of  his 
gravity;  but  foon  after  his  arri- 
val he  was  beloved  by  every  body, 
and  there  is  no  place  where  his 
great  qualities  have  been  more  ad- 
mired. 

No  man  ever  gave  a  brighter 
example  of  the  contempt  we  ought 
to  have  for  money. — There  was  a 
fimplicity  in  all  his  expences, 
which  ought  to  have  made  him  very 
eaiy  ia  his  circumitances  ;  for  he 
indulged 
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jfiJuIgeJ  liiinfelf  in   no  frivolous  their  father's  panegyric  better  than 

cxpence  ;  reverthelefs  he  was  al-  I  can. 

ways  in  arrears,  becaufe,  nocwith-  The    Marfhal    of    Berwick   has 

Handing  his  natural  ceconomy,  his  written    his   own    Memoirs  ;    and 

expences  were  great.     In  tlie  go-  upon   this  occafion   I    may  repeat 

vernments    he   was   appointed    to,  what    I    have    before   faid    in    the 

every  Engliih  or  Irifh  family  that  Spirit  of  Laws,  of  the  narrative  of 

was  poor,  and  that  had  any  fort  of  Hanno.     '■the  narraii've  of  H anno  is 

connexion    with    any    one    of   his  a   beautiful  relic   of  antiquity  :    the 

houfe,   had  a  kind  oi  right   to  be  Jame    ?nan  ivho    has   escecutfd,     has 

introduced    to   him;   and   it   is  re-  'written.     There  is  no  kind  of  of  en- 

markable,  that  a  man   who  knew  tation   iii  his  accounts :    great  co7n- 

how   to   maintain    fo    much   order  7nande)-s  pen  their  adions  nvith  fm- 

in  his  army,   and    (hewed  fo  much  plicity,  becaufe  they  take  more  pride 

judgment     in     all     his     projefts,  in   •i.uhat  they   ha^e  done,    than   in 

fhould  lofe  all  thefe  advantageous  '^'jhat  they  ha-ve  faid. 

talents,  when   his  own  private  in-  The  condudt  of   great   men    is 


terell  was  concerned. 

He  was  not  one  of  thofe  per- 
fonS)  who  are  fometimes  com- 
plaining of  the  authors  of  any  mis- 
fortune, and  at    other   times  flat- 


more  liable  to  a  rigorous  exami- 
nation than  that  of  other  perfons: 
every  one  takes  a  delight  in  ar- 
raigning them  before  his  pett/ 
tribunal.      Did    not    the    Roman 


tering  them  ;  when  he  had  a  caufe  foldiers  indulge  themfelves  in   the 
of  complaint  againft  any  man,  he  moll    bitter  mockeries   while  they 
went    direiSly    to   him,    and   told  followed  the  car  of  viftory  ?  They 
him   his   fentiments    freely,    after  imagined  that  they  were  triumph- 
which    he  faid  no  more,  ing    over    the    triumphers    them- 
Ncvcr   was   the    ftate  in  which  felves  ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
we    know   France  was  in    at  the  praife   for   the    Marlhal    of  Ber- 
death  of  Marlkal  Turenne,  more  wick,     that    the     two     cbjedlions 
exadly    reprcfented    than    at    the  which  have    been    made    to  him, 
death    of  the    Duke  of   Berwick,  have  been  occafioned  only  by  his 
I  remember  the  inftant  when   the  attachment  to  bis  duty, 
news   was    brought:     the  confter-  The   objeftion,    of  not   having 
nation    was    general.      They    had  been  concerned   in  the  Scotch  ex- 
both   of  them    left  defigns    inter-  peditlon  of  1715,  is  founded  only 
rupted  ;  both  of  them  leh  an, army  upon  confidering  tke  Marfhal  as  a 
in  danger;   both  loll  their  lives  in  man   who  had   no  country   of  his 
a    manner   that    affedls    us    more  own,    and   upon   the  difriculty  of 
than  an  ordinary  death  :  both   of  perfuading  ourfelves  to  look  upon 
them   were  poffelled  of  that  modeft  him  as  a  fubjeft  of  France.     Hav- 
merit,  which   is  fo  well  calculated  ing   become  a   Frenchman,    with 
to  call  forth   our  tendereft  affec-  the  confent  of  his   firft  fovereign^ 
tions,  and  to  excite  our  regret.  he   obeyed    the   orders    of  Lewis 
He    left    an    afFedionate    wife,  XIV,  and  afterwards  thofe  of  the 
who  pafled  the   remainder  of  her  Regent  of  France.     It  became  ne- 
life  in  forrow  for  his  lofs  ;  and  he  cell'ary  for  him  to  filence  the  die- 
left  children,  whofe  virtue  fpeaks  tates  of  his  heart,  and  to  be  guid- 
ed 
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ed  by  enlarged  principles  :  he  favv 

that  he  was  no  longer  at' his  own 
difpofal  :  that  he  muft  no  longer 
regulate  his  condu£l  by  that  rule 
which  was  moll  fuitable  to  his 
wilhes,  but  by  the  one  which  his 
lituation  required  ;  he  was  aware 
that  he  fhould  be  ceniured,  but 
}ie  was  above  every  unjuft  decifion. 
He  was  never  deternriined  by  popu- 
lar favour,  nor  iwayed  by  the  opi- 
jjjons  of  thofe  who  chink  only  fu- 
perficiallv. 

The  ai.cients,  who  have  treated 
of  our  duties,  do   not   place    any 
great  difficulty  in    knowing  them, 
but  in  chufing  between  two  duties 
whicli    is    preferably    to    be   pur- 
fued.     He,  like  fate,  followed  the 
ftronger  duty.     Thefe  are  matters 
\ye    fliould  never   treat  of,    unlefs 
we  are  obliged  ;  becaufe   nothing 
in   the   world    commands   our  re- 
fped:  fo   much  as   an   unfortunate 
n;onarch.      Let    us   examine    the 
qneftion ;  it   confifts  in  determin- 
ing, whether  the  Prince,  had  he 
even   been    reilored,    would    have 
had   a  right  to   recall  him  ?   The 
ftrongeil    argument    that    can    be 
urged  on  this  fide  the  quelHon,  is, 
that  our  country  never   abandons 
us  :    but   even   this   was    not   the 
cafe  ;  for  he  was  profcribed  by  his 
country,  when  he  got  himfelf  na- 
turalized.     Grotius,     PufFendorf, 
and  all  thofe  writers  who  have  in- 
fluenced  the  opinions  of  Europe, 
decided  the  queiiion,  and  declared 
to  him  that  he  was  a  Frenchman, 
and  fuhjed  to  the  laws  of  France. 
The   bafis  of  the  political  fyllem 
adopted  by  France,  at   that  time, 
was    peace.       How    contradidlory 
would  it  have  been,  if  a  Peer  of 
the  realm,   a  Marihalj  a  Gover- 
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nor  of  a  province,  had  difobeyed 
the  prohibition  to  quit  the  king- 
dom, that  is,  had  been  in  adlual 
difobedience,  in  order  to  appear 
to  the  eyes  of  the  Englifh  alone 
as  having  not  difobeyed!  In  fad, 
the  Marlhal  of  Berwick  was  in  a 
very  peculiar  fituation  even  from 
his  very  dignities  ;  and  it  was 
fcarce  poffible  to  difcriminate  be- 
tween his  prefence  in  Scotland, 
and  a  declaration  of  war  with 
England.  F/ance  did  not  think 
it  confillent  with  her  intereft  that 
this  war  fhould  take  place,  be- 
caufe it  would  bring  on  a  war 
which  would  extend  icfelf  through- 
out Europe.  It  was  not  there- 
fore for  him,  to  take  upon  him- 
felf the  immenfe  weight  that  fuch 
a  ftep  would  draw  upon  him.  It 
may  indeed  be  faid,  that  had  he 
confulted  his  ambition  merely,  he 
could  not  have  a  ilronger  one, 
than  the  reftoration  of  the  Stuarts 
to  the  Englifh  throne.  We  know 
how  much  he  loved  his  children. 
What  a  delightful  profpedl  for 
him,  could  he  have  forefeen  a 
third  eilabliiliment  in  England  ! 

Had  he  been  even  confulted 
upon  the  enterprize,  in  the  cir- 
cuiaftances  of  the  times,  he  would 
not  have  advifed  it :  he  thought 
that  all  thofe  kinds  of  under- 
takings vv'ere  of  the  fame  nature 
as  others,  which  ought  to  be  re- 
gulated by  prudence;  and  that  in 
fuch  an  inftance  as  this,  the  failure 
of  an  enterprize  is  attended  with 
two  kinds  of  ill  fuccefs ;  the  pre- 
fent  misfortune,  and  a  greater  dif- 
ficulty of  renewing  the  undertak- 
ing with  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs  in 
future. 
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0/   the   Metaphyjiccl  Poets.     From 
Johnfon'j  Life  of  Cowley. 

COWLEY,  like  other  poets 
who  have  written  with  nar- 
row views,  and  inflead  of  trackig 
intelleftual  pleafure  to  its  natural 
fources  in  the  mind  of  man,  paid 
their  court  to  temporary  preju- 
dices, has  been  at  one  time  too 
much  praifed,  and  too  much  neg- 
lected at  another. 

Wit,  like  other  things  fubje£l 
by  their  nature  to  the  choice  of 
man,  has  its  changes  and  fafhions, 
and  at  different  times  takes  dif- 
ferent forms.  About  the  begin- 
ning of  the  feventeenth  century 
appeared  a  race  of  writers  that 
may  be  termed  the  metaphyseal 
poets;  of  whom,  in  a  criticifm 
on  the  works  of  Cowley,  the  laft 
of  the  race,  it  is  not  improper  to 
give  fome  account. 

The  metaphyfical  poets  were 
men  of  learning,  and  to  fhew  their 
learning  was  their  whole  endea- 
vour ;  but,  unluckily  refolving  to 
fhew  it  in  rhyme,  inll:ead  of  writ- 
ing poetry,  they  only  wrote  verfes, 
and  very  often  fuch  verfes  as  flood 
the  trial  of  the  finger  better  than 
of  the  ear;  for  the  modulation 
was  fo  imperfetSl,  that  they  were 
only  found  to  be  verfes  by  count- 
ing the  fyllables. 

If  the  father  of  criticifm  has 
rightly  denominated  poetry  riyvn 
[j.ifj.i)liH.v,  an  imrtaii've  art,  thefe 
writers  will,  without  great  wrong, 
lofe  their  right  to  the  name  of 
poet^  ;  for  they  cannot  be  faid 
to  have  imitated  any  thing  ; 
they  neither  copied  nature  nor 
life  ;  neither  painted  the  forms  of 
matter,  nor  reprefented  the  opsra- 
tions  of  intelled. 


Thofe  hovv^ever  who  deny  thera 
to  be  poets,  allow  them  to  be 
wits.  Dryden  confefTes  of  hinifelf 
and  his  contemporaries,  that  they 
fall  below  Donne  in  wit,  but 
maintains  that  they  furpafs  him  in 
poetry. 

If  Wit  be  well  defcribed  by 
Pope,  as  being  "  that  which  has 
*'  been  often  thought,  but  was 
"  never  before  fo  well  expreffed,'* 
they  certainly  never  attained,  nor 
ever  fought  it ;  for  they  endea- 
voured to  be  fingular  in  their 
thoughts,  and  were  carelefs  of 
their  diftion.  But  Pope's  account 
of  wit  is  undoubtedly  erroneous: 
he  deprefles  it  below  its  natural 
dignity,  and  reduces  it  from 
ftrength  of  thought  to  happinefs  of 
language. 

If  by  a  more  noble  and  more 
adequate  conception  that  be  con- 
fidered  as  wit,  which  is  at  once 
natural  and  new,  that  v/hich, 
though  not  obvious,  is,  upon  its 
firll  produdllon,  acknowledged  to 
be  juft;  if  it  be  that,  which  he 
that  never  found  it,  wonders  how 
he  miil'ed  ;  to  wit  of  this  kind  the 
metaphyfical  poets  have  feldom 
rifen.  Their  thoughts  are  often  new, 
but  feldom  natural ;  they  are  not 
obvious,  but  neither  are  they  juft; 
and  the  reader,  far  from  won- 
dering that  he  mlfTed  them,  won- 
ders more  frequently  by  what  per-- 
verfenefs  of  induflry  they  were 
ever  found. 

But  Wit,  abftrafted  from  its  ef-. 
feds  upon  the  hearer,  may  be 
more  rigoroufly  and  philofophi- 
cally  confidered  as  a  kind  of  coh- 
cordia  difcors  ;  a  combination  of 
diffimilar  images,  or  difcovery  of 
occult  refemblances  in  things  ap- 
parently unlike.  Of  wit,  thus 
defined. 
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defined,  they  have  more  than 
enough.  The  moft  heterogeneous 
ideas  are  yoked  by  violence  to- 
gether; nature  and  arc  are  ran- 
sacked for  illuftratlons,  compari- 
fons,  and  allufions  ;  their  learn- 
ing inftrufts,  and  their  fubtilty 
furprifes ;  but  the  reader  com- 
monly thinks  his  improvement 
dearly  bought,  and  though  he 
fometimes  admires  is  feldom  pleaf- 
ed. 

From  this  account  of  their  com- 
pofitions  it  will  be  readily  in- 
ferred, that  they  were  not  fuccefs- 
ful  in  reprefenting  or  moving  the 
afFe£tions.  As  they  were  wholly 
employed  on  ibmething  unexpeft- 
ed  and  furprifing,  they  had  no  re- 
gard to  that  uniformity  of  fenti- 
ment  which  enables  us  to  con- 
ceive and  to  excue  the  pains  and 
the  pleafure  of  other  minds  :  they 
never  enquired  what,  on  any  oc- 
cafion,  they  fhould  have  faid  or 
done ;  but  wrote  rather  as  be- 
holders than  partakers  of  human 
nature;  as  Beings  looking  upon 
good  and  evil,  impafiive  and  at 
leifure  ;  as  Epicurean  deities  mak- 
ing remarks  on  the  aftions  of 
men,  and  the  viciffitudes  of  life, 
without  interelt  and  without  emo- 
tion. Their  courtihip  was  void  of 
fondncfs,  and  their  lamentation  of 
forrow.  Their  wifh  was  only  to 
fay  what  they  hoped  had  been  ne- 
ver faid  before. 

Nor  was  the  fublime  more 
within  their  reach  than  the  pathe- 
tick;  for  they  never  attempted 
that  comprehenfion  and  expanfe 
of  thought  which  at  once  fills  the 
whole  mind,  and  of  which  the 
ifirft  effeft  is  fudden  aftonifhment, 
and  the  fecond  rational  admira- 
tion.    Sublimity  is  produced   by 


aggregation,  and  littlenefs  by  dif- 
perfion.  Great  thoughcs  are  al- 
ways general,  and  confill  in  po- 
fitions  not  limited  by  exceptions, 
and  in  defcriptions  not  deiccfd- 
ing  to  minucenef..  It  is  with 
great  propriety  thnt  Subtlety, 
which  in  its  original  import 
means  exility  of  particUs,  is 
taken  in  its  metaphorical  mean- 
ing for  nicety  of  diftinftion.  Thofe 
writers  who  lay  on  the  watch  for 
novelty  could  have  little  hope  of 
greatnefs  ;  for  great  things  can- 
not have  efcaped  former  obferva- 
tion.  Their  attempts  were  al- 
ways anaiytick  ;  they  broke  every 
image  into  fragments  ;  and  could 
no  more  reprefent,  by  their  flen- 
der  conceits  and  laboured  parti- 
cularities, the  profpefts  of  nature, 
or  the  fcenes  of  life,  than  he, 
who  dilTedls  a  fun -beam  with  a 
prifm,  can  exhibit  the  wide  efful- 
gence of  a   fummer  noon. 

What  they  wanted  however  of 
the  fublime,  they  endeavoured  to 
fupply  by  hyperbole  ;  their  am- 
plification had  no  limits ;  they 
left  not  only  reafon  but  fancy 
behind  them;  and  produced  com- 
binations of  confufed  magnifi- 
cence, that  not  only  could  not  be 
credited,  but  could  not  be  ima- 
gined. 

Yet  great  labour,  direfted  by 
great  abilities,  is  never  wholly 
loll  :  if  they  frequently  threw 
away  their  wit  upon  fa'he  con- 
ceits, they  likewife  fometimes 
ftruok  out  unexpected  truth  :  if 
their  conceits  were  far-fet&hed, 
they  were  often  worth  the  car- 
riage. To  write  on  their  plan, 
it  was  at  leail  neccflary  to  read 
and  think.  No  man  could  be 
born  a  metaphyseal  poet,  nor 
affumq 
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xffunne  the  dignity  of  a  writer,  by 
defcriptions  copied  from  defcrip- 
tions,  hy  imitations  borrowed  from 
imitations,  by  traditional  imagery, 
and  hereditary  fimilics,  by  readi- 
iiefs  of  rhyme,  and  volubility  of 
fyllables. 

In  perufing  the  works  of  this 
race  of  authors,  the  mind  is  exer- 
eifed  either  by  recolleiftion  or  in- 
quiry ;  either  fomething  already 
learned  is  to  be  retrieved,  or  fome- 
thing new  is  to  be  examined.  If 
their  greatnefs  feldom  elevates, 
.their  acutenefs  often  furprifes ;  if 
the  imagination  is  not  always 
gratified,  at  leaft  the  powers  of 
refledion  and  comparifon  are  em- 
ployed ;  and  in  the  mafs  of  mate- 
rials which  ingenious  abfurdity 
has  thrown  together,  genuine  wit 
and  ufeful  knowledge  may  be 
fometimes  found,  buried  perhaps 
in  grofTnefs  of  expreffion,  but  ufe- 
ful to  thofe  who  know  their  va- 
lue; and  fuch  as,  when  they  are 
expanded  to  perfpicuity,  and  po- 
lifhed  to  elegance,  may  give  lullre 
to  works  which  have  more  pro- 
priety, though  lefs  copioufnefs  of 
fentiment. 

This  kind  of  writing,  which 
was,  I  believe,  borrowed  from 
PJarino  and  his  followers,  had 
been  recommended  by  the  example 
of  Donne,  a  man  of  very  exten- 
iive  and  various  knowledge,  and 
by  Jonfon,  whofe  manner  refem- 
bled  that  of  Donne  more  in  the 
ruggednefs  of  his  lines  than  in  the 
call  of  his  fentiments. 

When  their  reputation  was  high, 
they  had  undoubtedly  more  imita- 
tors, than  time  has  left  behind. 
Their  immediate  fucceflbrs,  of 
whom  any  remembrance  can  be 
faid  to  remain,  were  Suckling, 
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Waller,  Denham,  Cowley,  Cleve- 
land, and  Milton.  Denham  and 
Waller  fought  another  way  to 
fame,  by  improving  the  harmony 
of  our  numbers.  Milton  tried 
the  metaphyfick  ftile  only  in  his 
lines  upon  Hobfon  the  Carrier. 
Cowley  adopted  it,  and  excelled 
his  predecefibrs,  having  as  much 
fentiment,  and  more  mullck. 
Suckling  neither  improved  verfifi- 
cation,  nor  abounded  in  conceits. 
The  fafhionable  ftile  remained 
chiefly  with  Cowley  ;  Suckling 
could  not  reach  it,  and  MiUon 
difdained  it. 


Strifiures  on  Paradlfe  Lojf,  and 
Paradife  Regained;  from  the  Life 
of  Milton.     By  the  fame. 

Y  the  general  confent  of  cri- 
ticks,  the  iirft  praife  of  ge- 
nius is  due  to  the  writer  of  an 
epick  poem,  as  it  requires  an  af- 
fembla^s  of  all  the  powers  which 
are  fingly  fufficient  for  other  com- 
pofitions.  Poetry  is  the  art  of 
uniting  pleafure  with  truth,  by 
calling  imagination  to  the  help 
of  reafori.  Epick  poetry  under- 
takes to  teach  the  moft  important 
truths  by  the  moft  pleafing  pre- 
cepts, and  therefore  relates  fome 
great  event  in  the  moft  afFedling 
manner.  Hiftory  muft'fupply  the 
writer  with  the  rudiments  of  nar- 
ration, which  he  muft  improve 
and  exalt  by  a  nobler  art,  ani- 
mate by  dramatick  energy,  and 
diverllfy  by  retrofpeftion  and  an- 
ticipation ;  miorality  muft  teach 
him  the  exaft  bounds,  and  differ- 
ent (hades,  of  vice  and  virtue : 
from  policy,  and  the  praftice  of 
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life,  he  has  to  learn  the  difcrlmi- 
nations  of  charafter,  and  the  ten- 
dency of  the  paffions,  either  fingle 
or  combined  ;  and  phyfiology  muft 
fupply  him  with  illuftrations  and 
image.  To  put  thefe  materials  to 
poetical  ufe,  is  required  an  ima- 
gination capable  of  painting  na- 
ture, and  realizing  fidlion.  Nor  is 
he  yet  a  poet  till  he  has  attained 
the  whole  extenfion  of  his  lan- 
guage, diftinguifhed  all  the  deli- 
cacies of  phrafe,  and  all  the  co- 
lours of  words,  and  learned  to  ad- 
juft  their  different  founds  to  all 
the  varieties  of  metrical  modula- 
tion. 

BolTu  is  of  opinion  that  the  poet's 
iirfl  work  is  to  find  a  moral,  which 
his  fable  is  afterwards  to  illuftrate 
and  e{l:ablifh.  This  feems  to  have 
been  the  procefs  only  of  Milton  ; 
the  moral  of  other  poems  is  inci- 
dental and  confequent ;  in  Mil- 
ton's only  it  is  efTential  and  intrin- 
iick.  His  purpofe  was  the  mod 
ufeful  and  the  moll  arduous;  /o 
'vindicate  the  <T.v/iys  of  God  to  7/iun  ; 
to  Ihew  the  reafonablenefs  of  reli- 
gion, and  the  neceflity  of  obedi- 
ence to  the  Divine  Law. 

To  convey  this  moral  there  muft 
be  a  fable,  a  narration  artfully 
conflrufted,  fo  as  to  excite  curi- 
efity,  and  furprife  expeftation.  In 
this  part  of  his  work,  Milton  muil 
be  confefTed  to  have  equalled  every 
other  poet,  fie  has  involved  in 
his  account  of  the  Fall  of  Man  the 
events  which  preceded,  and  thofe 
that  were  to  follow  it  :  he  has  in- 
terwoven the  whole  fylliera  of  the- 
ology with  fuch  propriety,  that 
every  part  appears  to  be  necef- 
fary  ;  and  fcarcely  any  recital  is 
vViflicd  fhorter  for  the  fake  of 
quickening  the  progrefi  of  the 
main  action. 
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The  fubjeftof  an  epick  poem  13 
naturally  an  event  of  great  impor- 
tance. That  of  Milton  is  not  the 
deltruftion  of  a  city,  the  conduct 
of  a  colony,  or  the  foundation  of 
an  empire.  His  fubject  is  the  fate 
of  worlds,  the  revolutions  of  hea- 
ven and  of  earth;  rebellion  againll 
the  Supreme  King,  raifed  by  the 
higheft  order  of  created  beings  ; 
the  overthrow  of  their  hoft,  and 
the  punifhment  of  their  crime  ;  the 
creation  of  a  new  race  of  reaibn- 
able  creatures;  their  original  hap- 
pinefs  and  innocence,  their  for- 
feiture of  immortality,  and  their 
reftoration  to  hope  and  peace. 

Great  events  can  be  haftened 
or  retarded  only  by  perfons  of 
elevated  dignity.  Before  tlie 
greatnefs  difplayed  in  Milton's 
poem,  all  other  greatnefs  ihrinks 
away.  The  weakeft  of  his  agents 
are  the  higheft  and  nobleft  of  hu- 
man beings,  the  original  parents 
of  mankind  ;  v/ith  whofe  adions 
the  elements  confented  ;  on  whofe 
reftitude,  or  deviation  of  will,  de- 
pended the  ftate  of  terrell>ial  na- 
ture, and  the  condition  of  all  the 
future  inhabitants  of  the  globe. 

Of  the  other  agents  in  the  poem, 
the  chief  are  fuch  as  it  is  irre- 
verence to  name  on  flight  occa- 
fions.  The  reft  were  lower 
powers ; 

—of  which  the  leaft  could  wield 
Thofe  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the 

force 
Of  all  their  regions. 

— powers,  which  only  the  controul 
of  Omnipotence  reftrains  from  lay- 
ing creation  wafte,  and  filling  the 
valt  expanfe  of  f^tdce  with  ruia  and 
confufion.  To  diiplay  the  mo- 
tives and  aftions  of  beings  thus 
fuperior,  fo  far  as  human  reafbn 

can. 
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can  examine  them,  or  human 
imagination  reprefent  them,  is  the 
tafk  which  this  mighty  poet  has 
undertaken  and  performed. 

In  the  examination  of  epick 
poems,  much  fpeculation  is  com- 
monly employed  upon  the  charac- 
ters. The  chiirafters  in  the  Para- 
iiife  Loft,  which  admit  of  exami- 
nation, are  thofe  of  angels  and  of 
man  ;  of  angels  good  and  evil  ; 
of  man  in  his  innocent  and  fmful 
Hate. 

Among  the  angels,  the  virtue 
of  Raphael  is  mild  and  placid,  of 
eafy  condefcenfion  and  tree  com- 
munication ;  that  of  Michael  is 
regal  and  lofty,  and,  as  may  feem, 
attentive  to  the  dignity  of  his  own 
nature.  Abdiel  and  Gabriel  ap- 
pear occafionally,  and  aft  as  every 
incident  requires;  the  folitary  fi- 
delity of  Abdiel  is  very  amiably 
painted. 

Of  the  evil  angels  the  cha- 
radlers  are  more  diverfified.  To 
^tan,  as  Addifbn  cbferves,  fuch 
fentiments  are  given  as  fuit  ihe 
inoji.  exalted  and  mofi  deprai'ed 
being.  Milton  has  been  cenfured, 
by  Clark,  for  the  impiety  which 
fometimes  breaks  from  Satan's 
mouth.  For  there  are  thoughts, 
as  he  juftly  reyiarks,  which  no  ob- 
fervation  of  charafter  can  juftify, 
becaufe  no  good  man  would  wil- 
lingly permit  them  to  pafs,  how- 
ever tranfiently,  through  his  own 
mind.  To  m:ike  Satan  fpeak  as 
a  rebel,  without  any  fuch  expref- 
fions  as  might  taint  the  reader's 
imagination,  was  indeed  one  of 
the  great  difficulties  in  Milton's 
undertaking,  and  I  cannot  but 
think  that  he  has  extricated  him- 
Teif  with  great  happinefs.  There 
is    in   Satan's   fpeeches  little   that 


can  give  pain  to  a  pious  ear. 
The  language  of  rebellion  cannot 
be  the  fame  with  that  of  obedience. 
The  malignity  of  Satan  foams  in 
haughtineTs  and  obltinacy  ;  but  his 
exprefTions  are  commonly  general, 
and  no  otherwife  ofFenfive  than  as 
they  are  wicked. 

The  other  chiefs  of  the  celeflial 
rebellion  are  very  judicioufly  dif- 
criminated  in  the  firll:  and  fecond 
bocks ;  and  the  ferocious  charafter 
of  Moloch  appears,  both  in  the 
battle  and  the  council,  with  exadl 
confiftency. 

To  Adam  and  to  Eve  are  given, 
during  their  innocence,  fuch  fen- 
timents as  innocence  can  generate 
and  utter.  Their  love  is  pure  be- 
nevolence and  mutual  veneration  ; 
their  repalb  are  without  luxury, 
and  their  diligence  without  toiL 
Their  addrefles  to  their  Maker 
have  little  m.ore  than  the  voice 
of  admiration  and  gratitude.  Frui- 
tion left  them  nothing  to  aflc,  and 
Innocence  left  them  nothing  to 
fear. 

But  with  guilt  enter  diftruff: 
and  difcord,  mutual  accufation, 
and  ihibborn  felf- defence  ;  they 
regard  each  other  with  alienated 
minds,  and  dread  their  Creator  as 
the  avenger  of  their  tranfgrefTion. 
At  laft  they  feek  (helter  in  his 
mercy,  foften  to  repentance,  and 
melt  in  fupplication.  Both  before 
and  after  the  fall,  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  Adam  is  diligently  fuf- 
tained. 

Of  the  irolahh  and  the  mar- 
'uelloiis,  two  parts  of  a  vulgar  epick 
poem,  which  immerge  the  critick 
in  deep  confideraticn,  the  Para' 
difc  Lofi  requires  little  to  be  faid. 
It  contains  the  hiltory  of  a  mira- 
cle, of  Creation  and  Redemption  y 
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it    difplays    the    power    and    the    jedted;  it  has  diftindlly  and  clearly 


mercy  of  the  Supreme  Being;  the 
probable  therefore  is  marvellous, 
and  the  marvellous  is  probable. 
The  fubftance  of  the  narrative  is 
truth }  and  as  truth  allows  no 
choice,  it  is,  like  neceffity,  fupe- 
lior  to  rule.  To  the  accidental 
or  adventitious  parts,  as  to  every 
thing  human,  fome  flight  excep- 
tions may  be  made.  But  the 
main  fabrick  is  immovably  fup- 
poned. 

It  is  juftly  remarked  by  Addi- 
fon,  that  this  poem  has,  by  the 
nature  of  its  fubjedt,  the  advan- 
tage above  all  others,  that  it  is 
tiniverfally  and  perpetually  in- 
terefting.  All  mankind  will, 
through  all  ages,  bear  the  fame 
relation  to  Adam  and  to  Eve,  and 
muft  partake  of  that  good  and 
evil  which  extend  to  themfelves. 

Of  the  machinery,  fo  called 
from  050 ;  etTo  fjiiTy a.1 'it <,hy  which 
is  meant  the  occafional  interpofi- 
tion  of  fupernatural  power,  ano- 
ther fertile  topick  of  critical  re- 
marks, here  is  no  room  to  fpeak, 
becaufe  every  thing  is  done  under 
the  immediate  and  vifible  direc- 
tion of  heaven ;  but  the  rule  is  fo 
far  obferved,  that  no  part  of  the 
aiEtion  could  have  been  accomplifh- 
cd  by  any  other  means. 

Of  epifodes,  I  think  there  are 
only  two,  contained  in  Raphael's 
relation  of  the  war  in  heaven,  and 
Michael's  prophetick  account  of 
the  changes  to  happen  in  this 
world.  Both  are  clofely  connec- 
ted with  the  great  aftion ;  one 
ivas  neceffary  to  Adam  as  a 
warning,  the  other  as  a  confo- 
lation. 

To  the  compleatnefs  or  integrity 
of  the  defign  nothing  can  be  ob- 


what  Ariilotle  requires,  a  begin- 
ning, a  middle,  and  an  end. 
There  is  perhaps  no  poem,  of  the 
fame  length,  from  which  fo  little 
can  be  taken  without  apparent 
mutilation.  Here  are  no  funeral 
games,  nor  is  there  any  long  de- 
fcription  of  a  fhield.  The  (hort 
digrelfions  at  the  beginning  of  the 
third,  feventh,  and  ninth  books, 
might  doubtlefs  be  fpared  j  but 
fuperfluities  fo  beautiful,  who. 
would  take  away  ?  or  who  does 
not  vvifh  that  the  author  of  the 
Iliad  had  gratified  fucceeding  ages 
with  a  little  knowledge  of  him- 
felf  ?  Perhaps  no  palfages  are  more 
frequently  or  more  attentively  read 
than  thofe  extrinfick  paragraphs; 
and,  fince  the  end  of  poetry  is 
pleafure,  that  cannot  be  un- 
poetical  with  which  all  are 
pleafed. 

The  queftions,  whether  the  ac- 
tion of  the  poem  be  ftritflly  onei 
v^'hether  the  poem  can  be  properly 
termed  heroick,  and  who  is  the 
hero,  are  raifed  by  fuch  readers 
as  draw  their  principles  of  judge- 
ment rather  from  books  than 
from  reafon.  Mil  con,  though  he 
intituled  Paradife  Lojl  only  a  poem^ 
yet  calls  it  himfeU  heroick  Jong, 
Dryden,  petulantly  and  indecent- 
ly, denies  the  heroifm  of  Adam^ 
becaufe  he  was  overcome ;  but 
there  is  no  reafon  why  the  hero 
fhould  not  be  unfortunate,  except 
eftabliihed  pradtice,  fince  fuccafs 
and  virtue  do  not  go  neceffarily 
together.  Cato  is  the  hero  of  Lu- 
can ;  but  Lucan's  authority  will 
not  be  fuffered  by  Quintilian  to 
decide.  However,  if  fuccefs  be 
neceffary,  Adam's  deceiver  was  at  t* 
laft  crulhed  j    Adam  was  reftored 
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to  his  Maker's  favour,  and  there- 
fore may  fecurely  refume  his  hu- 
man rank. 

Afcer  the  fcheme  and  fabrick  of 
the  poem,  muft  be  confidered  its 
component  parts,  the  fentiments 
and  the  didion. 

The  /enti>i!cf:ts,  as  cxpreflive  of 
manners,  or  appropriated  to  cha- 
radlers,  are,  for  the  greater  part, 
unexceptionably  juft. 

Splendid  paffages,  containing 
leflbns  of  morality,  or  precepts  of 
prudence,  occur  feldom.  Such  is 
the  original  formation  of  this  poem, 
that,  as  it  admits  no  human  mari- 
ners till  the  fall,  it  can  give  little 
affiftance  to  human  conduft.  Its 
end  is  to  raife  the  thoughts  above 
fublunary  cares  or  pleafures.  Yet 
the  praife  of  that  fortitude,  with 
which  Abdiel  maintained  his  fin- 
gularity  of  virtue  againft  the  fcorn 
of  multitudes,  may  be  accommo- 
dated to  all  times;  and  Raphael's 
reproof  of  Adam's  curioiit}'  after 
the  planetary  motions,  with  the 
'anfwer  returned  by  Adam,  may 
be  confidently  oppofed  to  any  rule 
of  life  which  any  poet  has  de- 
livered. 

The  thoughts  v.'hich  are  occa- 
fionally  called  forth  in  the  pro- 
grefs,  are  fuch  as  could  only  be 
produced  by  an  imagination  in  the 
higheft  degree  fervid  and  a(!tive, 
to  which  materials  were  fupplied 
by  inceflant  ftudy  and  unlimited 
curiofity.  The  heat  of  Milton's 
mind  might  be  faid  to  fublimate 
his  learning,  to  throw  off  into  his 
work  the  fpirit  of  fcience,  un- 
mingled  with  its  grofler  parts. 

He  had  confidered  creation  in 
its  whole  extent,  and  his  dcfcrip- 
tions  are  therefore  learned.      He 


had  accuftomed  his  imagination 
to  unreftrained  indulgence,  and 
his  conceptions  therefore  were  ex- 
tcnfive.  The  charaderiflick  qua- 
lity of  his  poem  is  fublimity.  He 
foiT.etimes  defcehds  to  the  elegant, 
but  his  clement  is  the  great.  He 
can  occafionally  invefl:  himfelf 
with  grace  ;  but  his  natural  port 
is  gigatitick  loftinefs*.  He  can 
pleafe  when  pleafure  is  required ; 
but  it  is  his  peculiar  power  tb  afto- 
nifli. 

He  fcems  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  his  own  genius, 
and  to  know  what  it  was  that 
nature  had  bellowed  upon  him 
more  bountiftilly  than  upon  others ; 
the  power  of  difplaying  the  vail, 
illuminating  the  fplendid,  enforc- 
ing the  awful,  darkening  the 
gloomy,  and  aggravating  the 
dreadful  :  he  therefore  chofe  a 
fubjetSt  on  which  too  much  could 
not  be  faid,  on  which  he  might 
tire  his  fancy  without  the  cenfure 
of  extravagance. 

The  appearances  of  nature,  and 
the  occurrences  of  life,  did  net 
fatiate  his  appetite  of  greatnefs. 
To  paint  things  as  they  are,  re- 
quires a  minute  attention,  and  em- 
ploys the  memory  rather  than  the 
fancy.  Milton's  delight,  was  to 
fport  in  the  wide  regions  of  polli- 
bility  ;  reality  was  a  fcene  too  nar- 
row for  his  mind.  He  fent  his 
faculties  out  upon  difcovery,  into 
worlds  where  only  imagination  can 
travel,  and  delighted  to  form  new 
modes  of  exiftence,  and  furnifh 
fentiment  and  a£lion  to  fuperior 
beings,  to  trace  thecounfelsof  hel], 
or  accompany  the  choirs  of  heaven. 

But  he  could  not  be  always  in 
other  worlds  *.  he  muft  fometimes 
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reviilt  earth,  and  teil  of  things 
viiible  and  known.  When  he  cAn- 
not  raiie  wonder  by  the  fublimicy 
of  his  mind,  he  gives  deiight  by 
its  fertility. 

Whatever  be  his  fubje(5l,  he 
never  fails  to  fill  the  imagination. 
But  his  Images  and  defcriptions  of 
the  fcenes  or  operations  of  nature 
do  not  fcem  to  be  always  copied 
from  original  form,  nor  to  have 
the  freilinefs,  racinefs,  and  ener- 
gy of  immediate  obforvation.  He 
faw  nature,  as  Dryden  expreffes 
it,  through  the  fpeilacles  of  books  ; 
and  on  moll  occaiions  calls  learn- 
ing to  his  affiitance.  The  garden 
of  Eden  brings  to  his  mind  the 
vale  of  Enna,  where  Proferpine 
was  gathering  fiowers.  Sa-ian 
makes  his  way  through  fighting  ele- 
ments, like  Argo  between  the  Cya- 
nean  rocks,  or  UlyJJcs  between  the 
two  Sicilian  whiri pools,  when  he 
Ihunned  Charyhdis  on  x\\z  larboard. 
The  mythological  allufions  have 
been  jufHy  cenfured,  as  not  be- 
ing always  ufed  with  notice  of 
their  vanity ;  but  they  contribute 
variety  to  the  narration,  and  pro- 
duce an  alternate  exercife  of  the 
memory  and  the  fancy. 

His  fimilies  are  lefs  numerous, 
and  more  various,  than  thofe  of 
his  predeccflbrs.  But  he  does  not 
confine  himfelf  within  the  limits 
of  rigorous  comparifon  :  his  great 
excellence  is  amplitude,  and  he 
expands  the  adventitious  image 
beyond  the  dimenlions  which  the 
occafion  required.  Thus,  com- 
paring the  ihield  of  Satan  to  the 
orb  of  the  Moon,  he  crowds  the 
imagination  with  the  difcovery  of 
the  telefcope,  and  all  the  won- 
ders which  the  telefcope  difco- 
vers. 


ISTER,    1779. 

Of  his  moral  fentiments  it  is 
hardly  praife  to  affirm  that  they 
excel  thofe  of  all  other  poets  ;  for 
this  fuperiority  he  was  indebted  to 
his  acquaintance  with  the  facred 
writings.  The  ancient  epiclc 
poets,  wanting  the  light  of  Reve- 
lation, were  very  unfltilful  teach- 
ers of  virtue:  their  principal  cha- 
rafters  may  be  great,  but  they  are 
not  amiable.  The  reader  may 
rife  from  their  works  wit;h  a  great- 
er degree  of  adlive  or  paffive  forti- 
tude, and  fometimes  of  prudence; 
but  he  will  be  able  to  carry  away 
{'i''N  precepts  of  juftice,  and  none 
of  mercy. 

From  the  Italian  writers  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  advantages  of  even 
ChriRian  knowledge  may  be  pof- 
ftfTed  in  vain.  Ariofto's  pravity 
is  generally  known  ;  and  though 
t\iC  deli-verance  ofjerufalem  may  be 
confidered  as  a  facred  fubjeft,  the 
poet  has  been  very  fparing  of  mo- 
ral inftruftion. 

In  Milton  every  line  breathes 
fandlity  of  thought,  and  purity  of 
manners,  except  when  the  train  of 
the  narration  requires  the  intro- 
duftion  of  the  rebellious  fpirits ; 
and  even  they  are  compelled  to 
acknowledge  their  fubjefcion  to 
God,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  excites 
reverence  and  confirms  piety. 

Of  human  beings  there  are  but 
two  ;  but  thofe  two  are  the  parents 
of  mankind,  venerable  before  their 
fall  for  dignity  and  innocence, 
and  amiable  after  it  for  repentance 
and  fubmilTjon.  In  their  firll  flate 
their  affedlion  is  tender  without 
weaknefs,  and  their  piety  fublime 
without  prefumption.  When  they 
have  finned,  they  fhew  how  dif- 
cord  begins  in  natural  frailty,  and 
how  it  ought  to  ceafe  in  mutual 
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forbearance;  how  confidence  of 
the  divine  favour  is  forfeited  by 
fm,  and  how  hope  of  pardon  may 
be  obtained  by  penitence  and 
prayer.  A  (late  of  innocence  we 
can  only  conceive,  if  indeed,  in 
our  prefent  mifery,  it  be  poflible 
to  conceive  it  ;  bat  the  fentiments 
and  worfllip  proper  to  a  fallen  and 
offending  being,  we  have  all  to 
learn,  as  we  have  all  to  praftife. 

The  poet,  whatever  be  done,  is 
always  great.  Our  progenitors, 
>  in  their  Jirft  ftate,  converfed  with 
angels ;  even  when  folly  and  fin 
had  degraded  them,  they  Vid  not 
in  their  humiliation  the  fort  of 
mean  fuiters  ;  and  they  rife  again 
to  reverential  regard,  when  we 
find  that  their  prayers  were  heard. 

As  human  paffions  did  not  enter 
the  world  before  the  fall,  there  is 
in  the  Paradi/e  Loft  little  oppor- 
tunity for  the  pathetick  ;  but  what 
little  there  is  has  not  been  loft. 
That  paffion  which  is  peculiar  to 
rational  nature,  the  anp-uifh  arifing 
from  the  confcioufnefs  of  tranf- 
greffion,  and  the  horrors  attend- 
ing the  fenfe  of  the  Divine  dif- 
pleafure>  are  very  juftly  defcribed 
and  forcibly  impieffed.  But  the 
paffions  are  moved  only  on  one 
occafion  ;  fublimity  is  the  general 
and  prevailing  quality  in  this 
poem  ;  fublimity  varioufly  modi- 
fied, fometimes  defcriptive,  fome- 
times  argumentative. 

The  defedts  and  faults  of  Pa- 
radife  Loft,  for  faults  and  defedb 
every  work  of  man  muft  have,  it 
is  the  bufinefs  of  impartial  cri- 
ticifm  to  difcover.  As,  in  dif- 
playing  the  excellence  of  Milton, 
I  have  not  made  long  quotations, 
becaufe  of  felefting  beauties  there 
had  been  no  end,  1  fhall  in  the 
fame  general  manner  mention  that 
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which  feems  to  deferve  cenfure  j 
for  what  Englifli^nan  can  take 
delight  in  tranfcribing  pafrages> 
which,  if  they  lefTen  the  reputa- 
tion of  Milton,  diminifh  in  fomei 
degree  the  honour  of  Our  coun- 
try ? 

The  generality  of  my  fcheme 
does  not  adaat  the  frequent  notice 
of  verbal  inaccuracies  ;  whicli 
Bentley,  perhaps  better  Ikilled  in 
grair.mar  than  in  poetry,  has  of- 
ten found,  though  he  foirietimes 
m,ide  them,  and  which  he  im- 
puted to  the  obtrufions  of  a  revifer 
whom  the  author's  bliiidnefs  oblig- 
ed him  to  employ.  A  fuppofitioa 
rafh  and  groundlefs,  if  he  thought 
it  true  ;  and  vile  and  pernicious, 
if,  as  is  faid,  he  in  private  allov>'ed 
it  to  be  falfe. 

The  plan  of  Paradi/e  Left  has 
this  inconvenience,  that  it  com- 
prifes  neither  human  aftions  nor 
human  manners.  The  man  and 
woman  who  aft  and  fufFer,  are  in 
a  ftate  which  no  other  man  or  wo- 
man can  ever  know.  The  reader 
finds  no  tranfaftion  in  which  he 
can  be  engaged  ;  beholds  no  con- 
dition in  which  he  can  by  any  ef- 
fort of  imagination  place  himfelf ; 
he  has,  therefore,  little  natural 
curiofity  Or  A'mpathy. 

We  all,  indeed,  feel  the  eiFefts 
of  Adam's  difobedience ;  we  all 
fin  like  Adam,  and  like  him  muft 
all  bewail  our  cffsnces;  we  have 
rertlefs  and  infiuious  enemies  in 
the  fallen  an^-els,  and  in  the  blef- 
fed  fpirits  we  have  guardians  and 
friends  ;  in  the  rtJemption  of 
mankind  we  hope  to  be  included  j 
and  in  the  defcription  of  heaven 
and  hell  we  are  furciy  interefied, 
as  we  are  ail  to  refide  hereafter 
either  in  the  regions  cf  horror  ct 
of  blifs. 

D  3  ByC 


36         ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1779. 


But  thefe  truths  are  too  im- 
portant to  be  new  ;  they  have  been 
taught  to  our  infancy;  they  have 
mingled  with  our  iblitary  thoughts 
and  familiar  converfation,  and  are 
habitually  interwoven  with  the 
whole  texture  of  life.  Being  there - 
tore  not  new,  they  raife  no  unac- 
cullomcd  eipotion  in  the  mind; 
what  we  knew  before  we  cannot 
learn  ;  what  is  not  unexpeded  can- 
not furprife. 

Of  the  ideas  fuggcfled  by  thefe 
awful  fcenes,  from  fome  we  re- 
cede with  reverence,  except  when 
ftat^d  hours  require  their  afTocia- 
tion  ;  and  from  others  we  {brink 
with  horror,  or  admit  them  only 
as  falutary  inflidions,  as  counter- 
poifes  to  our  interefts  and  paffions. 
Such  images  rather  obllrud  the 
career  of  fancy  than  excite  it. 

Pleafure  and  terror  are  indeed 
the  genuine  fources  of  poetry  ;  but 
poetical  pleafure  muft  be  fuch  as 
human  imagination  can  at  leaft 
conceive,  and  poetical  terror  fuch 
as  human  Ibength  and  fortitude 
may  combat.  I'he  good  and  evil 
of  eternity  are  too  ponderous  for 
the  wings  of  wit ;  the  mind  fmks 
nnder  them  in  palhve  helpleiTnefs, 
content  with  calm  belief  and  hum- 
ble adoration. 

Known  truths,  however,  may 
take  a  ditFerent  appearance,  and 
be  conveyed  to  the  mind  by  a  new 
train  of  intermediate  images. 
This  Milton  has  undertaken,  and 
performed  with  pregnancy  and 
vigour  of  mind  peculiar  to  him- 
felf.  Whoever  confiders  the  few 
radical  pofitions  which  the  Scrip- 
tares  afforded  him,  will  wonder 
by  what  energetick  operation  he 
expanded  them  to  fuch  extent,  and 
ramified  them  to  fo  much  variety, 
reJirained  as  Ive  was   by  religious 


reverence    from    licpntioufhefs    of 
fidicm. 

Here  is  a  full  difplay  of  the 
united  force  of  ftudy  and  genius ; 
of  a  great  accumulation  of  mate- 
rials, with  judgment  to  digeil, 
and  fancy  to  combine  them  :  Mil- 
ton was  able  to  feled  from  na- 
ture, or  from  itory,  from  ancient 
fable,  or  from  modern  fcience, 
whatever  could  illuftrate  or  adorn 
his  thoughts.  An  accumulation 
of  knowledge  impregnated  his 
mind,  fermented  by  ftudy,  and 
fublimed  by  imagination. 

It  h^s  been  therefore  faid,  with- 
out an  indecent  hyperbole,  by  one 
of  his  encomiails,  that  in  reading 
Paradife  Lofi  we  read  a  book  of 
univerfal  knowledge. 

But  original  deficience  cannot 
be  fupplied.  The  want  of  hu- 
man intereft  is  always  felt.  Pa- 
radife  Lojl  is  one  of  the  books 
which  the  reader  admires  and  lays 
down,  and  forgets  to  take  up 
again.  Its  perufal  is  a  duty  ra- 
ther than  a  pleafure.  We  read 
Milton  for  inftrudion,  retire  har- 
rafied  and  overburdened,  and  look 
elfewhcre  for  recreation  ;  we  de- 
fert  our  mafter,  and  feek  for  com- 
panions. 

Another  inconvenience  of  Mil-r 
ton's  defign  is,  that  it  requires  the 
defcription  of  what  cannot  be  de- 
fcribed,  the  agency  of  fpirits.  He 
faw  that  immateriality  fupplied  no 
images,  and  that  he  could  not 
Ihow  angels  afting  but  by  inftru- 
ments  of  adion ;  he  therefore  in- 
verted them  with  form  and  mat- 
ter. This,  being  neceflary,  was 
therefore  defenfible ;  and  he  fhoujd 
have  fecured  the  confiftency  of  his 
fyftem,  by  keeping  immateriality 
out  of  fight,  and  enticing  his  read- 
er to  drop  it  from  his  thoughts. 
3  B" 
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But  he  has  unhappily  perplexed 
his  poetry  with  his  phiiofophy. 
His  infernal  and  celeftial  powers 
are  fometimes  pure  fpirit,  and 
fometimes  animated  body.  When 
Satan  walks  with  his  lance  upon 
the  burning  marie,  he  has  a  body ; 
when  in  his  pailage  between  hell 
and  the  new  world,  he  is  in  dan- 
ger of  finking  in  the  vacuity,  and 
is  fupported  by  a  guft  of  rifing  va- 
pours, he  has  a  body  ;  when  he 
animates  the  toad,  he  feems  to  be 
mere  fpirit,  that  can  penetrate 
matter  atpleafure;  when  htjlaris 
up  in  his  onjjti  Jhape ,  he  has  at  leaft 
a  determined  form ;  and  when  he 
is  brought  before  Gabriel,  he  has 
a  /pear  and  Jhield,  which  he  had 
the  power  of  hiding  in  the  toad, 
though  the  arms  of  the  contend- 
ing angels  are  evidejitly  material. 

The  vulgar  inhabitants  of  Pan- 
dsemonium  being  incorporeal  fpi- 
rits,  are  at  large,  though  nx:ithout 
number,  in  a  limited  fpace  ;  yet  in 
the  battle,  when  they  were  over- 
whelmed by  mountains,  their  ar- 
mour hurt  them,  crujhed  in  upon 
their  fuhjiance,  novj  gro-zvn  grofs  by 
Jinning.  This  likewife  happened 
to  the  uncorrupted  angels,  v.'ho 
were  overthrown  the  fooner  for  their 
arfKS,  for  unarmed  they  might  eajily 
as  fpirits  have  eiiaded  by  contrac- 
tion, or  remo've.  Even  as  fpirits 
they  are  hardly  fpiritual  j  for  con- 
traBion  and  remove  are  images  of 
matter ;  but  if  they  could  have 
efcaped  without  their  armour,  they 
might  have  efcaped  from  it,  and 
left  only  the  empty  cover  to  be 
battered.  Uriel,  when  he  rides 
onafun-beam,  is  material:  Satan 
is  material  when  he  is  afraid  of 
the  p'rowefs  of  Adam. 

The  confufion  of  fpirit  and 
matter  which  pervades  the  whole 


narration  of  the  war  of  heaven  fills 
it  with  incongruity  ;  and  the  book, 
in  which  it  is  related,  is,  I  be- 
lieve, the  favourite  of  children, 
and  gradually  neglefted  as  know- 
ledge is  increafed. 

After  the  operation  of  immate- 
rial agents,  which  cannot  be  ex- 
plained, may  be  confidered  that 
of  allegorical  perfons,  which  have 
no  re;il  exiilence.  To  exalt, caufes 
into  agents,  to  invert  abilraft  ideas 
with  form,  and  animate  them  with 
activity,  has  always  been  the  right 
of  poetry.  But  fuch  airy  beings 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  fuftered 
only  to  do  their  natural  ofRce  ;  and 
retire.  Thus  Fame  tells  a  tale, 
and  Viftory  hovers  over  a  general, 
or  perches  on  a  ftandard  ;  but 
Fam.e  and  Viftorycan  do  no  more. 
To  give  them  any  real  employr 
ment,  or  afcribe  to  them  any  ma- 
terial agency,  is  to  make  them 
allegorical  no  longer,  but  to  fhock 
the  mind  by  afcribing  eirefts  to 
non-entity.  In  the  Prometheus  of 
^'fifchylus,  we  fee  Violence  and 
Strength,  and  in  the  Alcejiis  of 
Euripides,  we  fee  Death  brought 
upon  the  ftage,  all  as  aftive  per- 
fons of  tb.e  drama;  but  no  prece- 
dents can  jnrtify  abfurdity. 

Milton's  allegory  of  Sin  and 
Death  is  undoubtedly  faulty.  Sin 
is  indeed  the  mother  of  Death, 
and  may  he  allowed  to  be  the 
portrefs  of  hell ;  but  when  the)^ 
liop  the  jouiney  of  Satan,  a  jour- 
ney defcribed  as  real,  and  when 
Death  offers  him  battle,  the  alle^ 
gory  is  bro';en.  That  Sin  and 
Death  {hould  have  fhewn  the  way 
to  hell  might  have  been  allowed  ; 
but  they  cannot  facilitate  the  paf- 
fagc  bv  building  a  bridge,  becaufe 
the  difficulty  of  Satan's  paflage  is 
defcribed  as  real  and  fenfible,  an4 
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the  bridge  ought  to  be  only  figur-  Dryden  remarks,  that  Milton 
ative.  The  hell  affigned  to  the  has  Ibme  flats  among  his  eleva- 
rebellious  fpirits  is  defcribed  as  not  ,tions.  This  is  only  to  fay  that  all 
leis  local  than  the  refidence  of  the  parts  are  not  equal.  In  every 
man.  It  is  placed  in  fome  diilant  work  one  part  mull  be  for  the  fake 
part  of  fpace,  feparated  from  the  of  others  ;  a  palace  muft  have 
regions  of  harmony  and  order  by  pafiages  ;  a  poem  muft  have  tran- 
a  chaotick  wafte  and  an  unoccu-  fi:ions.  It  is  no  more  to  be  re- 
pied  vacuity  ;  but  Shi  and  Death  quired  that  wit  (hould  always  be 
vjQxlizdi  MT^  2. 7iioIe  o^  aggregated  foil,  blazing,  than  that  the  fun  Ihould 
cemented  with  afphaltus ;  a  work  always  Hand  at  noon.  In  a  great 
too  bulky  for  ideal  architects.  work  there  is  a  viciffitude  of  lumi- 

This  unflcilful  allegory  appears  nous  and  opake  parts,  as  there  is 

to  me  one  of  the  greateft  faults  of  in  the  world   a  fuccefiion  of  day 

the  poem  ;   and  to  this  there  was  and  night.     Milton,  when  he  has 

ro  temptation,    but    the  author's  expatiated  in  the  fky,  may  be  al- 

opinion  of  its  beauty.  lowed  fometiraes  to  revifit  earth  ; 

To  the  conduft  of  the  narrative  for  what  other  author  ever  foared 

fome    objefticns    may   be    made,  fo  high,  or  fuftained  his  flight  fo 

Satan    is    with    great    expettation  long  ? 

brought  before   Gabriel  in  Para-  Milton,  being  well  verfed  in  the 

dife,    and  is  fuiFered  to  go   away  Italian  poets,  appears  to  have  bor- 

unmolefled.     The  creation  of  man  rowed  often  from  them  ;  and,   as 

is  reprefented  as  the  confequence  every  man  learns  fomething  from 

of  the  vacuity  left  in  heaven   by  his  companions,  his  defire  of  imi- 

the  expuhion   of  the   rebels,   yet  tating  Ariofto's  levity  has  difgra- 

Satan  mentions  it  as  a  report  rife  ced  his  work  with  the  Paradije  of 

in  hea-ven  before  his  departure.  Fools  ;  a   hdtion    not  in  itfelf  ill- 

To  find  fentiments  for  the  ftate  imagined,  but  too  ludicrous  for  its 

of  innocence,  was  very  difficult  ;  place. 

and    fomething     of    anticipation  His  play  on  words,  in  which  he 

perhaps  is  now  and  then  difcover-  delights  too  often  ;  his  equivoca- 

ed.      Adarn's   difcourfe  of  dreams  tions,  which  Bentley  endeavours  to 

feems  not  to  be  the  fpeculation  of  defend  by  the  example  of  the  an- 

a  new-created  being.      I  know  not  cients ;   his    unneceiTary    and   un- 

whether  his  anfwer  to  the  angel's  graceful  ufe  of  terms  of  art,   jt  is 

reproof  for  curiofity  does  not  want  not  neceffary  to  mention,   becaufe 

fomething  of  propriety  :    it  is  the  they  are  eaflly  marked  and  gene- 

fpeech  pf  a  man  acquainted    with  rally  cenfured,  and  at  laft  bear  fo 

jnany   other    men,      Some    philo-  little  proportion  to  the  whole,  that 

fophieal  notions,   efpecially  when  they  fcarcely  deferve  the  attention 

the  philofophy  is  falicy  might  have  of  a  critick, 

been  better  omitted.     The  angel.  Such  are  the  faults  of  that  won- 

in  a  comparifon,  fpeaks  oi tinoroits  derful  performance,  Paradife  Lofti 

^^^r,  before  deer  were  yet  timorous,  which  he  who  can  put  in  balance 

and  before  Adam  could  underltand  with  its  beauties  muft  be  confider^r 

the  tomparilbn.  ed  not  as  nice  but  as  dull,  as  lefs 
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to  be  cenTared  for  want  of  candouf 
than  pitied  for  want  of  fenfibility. 
Oi  Paradi/e  Regaine^J,  the  gene- 
ral judgement  fecms  now  to  be 
right,  that  it  is  in  many  parts  ele- 
gant, and  every-where  inftruftive. 
It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  tliat  the 
writer  of  Paradife  Lcji  could  ever 
write  without  great  effufions  of 
£^•■0/,  and  exalted  precepts  of 
wifdom.  The  bafis  of  Paradife 
Regained  is  narrow  ;  a  dialogue 
without  aftion  can  never  pleafe 
like  an  union  of  the  narrative  and 
dramatick  powers.  Had  this  poem 
been  written  not  by  Milton,  but 
by  fome  imitator,  it  would  have 
claimed  and  received  univerfal 
praife. 


Of  the  Cujloms  and  Characters  of 
Women  in  the  Eaft.  From  Rich- 
ardfon  on  the  Languages,  i^c.  of 
Eafiern  Nations. 

TRAVELLERS,  in  general, 
do  not  appear  to  have  con- 
ceived a  juft  idea  of  the  fituation 
of  Women  in  many  Eaftern  coun- 
tries. They  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
confidered  by  them  as  of  Imail 
confequence  in  the  ftate  :  they  are 
reprefented  as  mere  flaves  to  the 
paflions  of  the  ftronger  fex :  and, 
becaufe  the  great  men  keep  many 
beautiful  CircalTians  locked  up 
from  public  view,  a  proper  dif- 
tinftion  does  not  feem  always  to 
have  been  made  between  them  and 
free-born  women.  But  an  atten- 
tion to  the  languages  and  cuiloms 
of  Afia,  will  give  us  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  fuch  indifcriminate  ob- 
fervations  are  partial,  fuperficial, 
and  inconclufive.  I  have  already 
thrown  out  fome  ideas  on  this  fub- 
jed :  and  (hall  here  offer,  a  few 


more  fads,  which  appear  to  ftreng- 
then  my  opinion. 

In  Arabia,  very  early,  we  find 
the  women  in  high  confidera- 
tion  ;  and  poficlFnig  privileges 
hardly  inferior  to  thofe  which 
they  enjoy  in  the  moft  enlightened 
countries  of  Europe,  They  had  a 
right,  by  the  laws,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  independent  property,  by 
inheritance,  by  gift,  by  marriage- 
fettlement,  or  by  any  other  mode 
'of  acquifition.  The  wife  had  a 
regular  dower,  which  (he  was  to 
enjoy  in  full  right  after  the  demife 
of  her  huiband  :  and  flie  had  alfo 
a  kind  of  pin-money,  or  para- 
phernalia, which  Ihe  might  difpofe 
of  in  her  life-time,  or  bequeath  at 
her  death,  without  his  knowledge 
or  confent. 

Tothisconfideration  and  weight, 
which  property,  by  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  Arabians,  gave  to 
the  female  fex,  it  may  even  per- 
haps be  no  extravagant  Itretch  of 
thought,  CO  trace  the  fuccefs,  if 
not  the  origin,  of  a  religion, 
which,  from  the  extenfivenefs  of 
its  operations,  may  be  confidered 
as  one  of  the  greateit  events  in  the 
hiilory  of  mankind.  Poverty,  as 
Cardinal  de  Retz  juftly  obferves, 
is  the  grave  of  many  a  great  de- 
fign.  And  fo  low  in  circumftances 
was  Mohammed,  in  the  early  part 
of  life,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  weight  and  power  which  he  de- 
rived from  his  marriage  with  a 
rich  widow,  his  enthufiafm  might, 
perhaps,  have  juft  exifted  and  ex- 
pired with  himfelf.  His  father 
Abdallah  was  a  younger  fon  of 
Abdollmotalleb,  chief  of  the  Ko- 
reilh  tribe;  but,  dying  young,  he 
left  Mohammed  and  his  mocher, 
for  ail  their  eftate,  only  five  ca- 
mels    and    an    Ethiopian    flave. 

D  4  V/hen 
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When  he  arrived  at  man's  eftate, 
his  fortune  was,  of  confequencc, 
{0  humble,  that  he  was  recom- 
mended by  his  uncle  as  factor  to 
the  widow  Khadijah  ;  who  carried 
on  an  exteniive  trade  with  Syria 
and  other  countries.  This  lady 
was  of  a  noble  family,  and  of  the 
fame  tribe.  She  had  been  twice 
married  :  fliehad  been  largely  left 
by  both  hufbands :  and  had  im- 
proved the  whole  by  commerce. 
Her  young  fadlor  wasefteemed  the 
handfomeli  man  of  his  age  :  his 
genius  was  quick  :  and  his  addrefs 
infinuating.  She  made  him  her 
third  hufband  ;  and,  with  her 
hand,  flie  gave  him  the  difpofal 
of  her  fortune.  Being  a  man  pf 
birth,  this  raifed  him  at  once, 
from  a  menial  liiation,  to  a  level 
with  the  firft  nobles  of  Arabia  5 
and  gave  him  confequence,  inde- 
pendence, and  leifure,  fufticient  to 
prepare  the  plans  for  his  future 
greatnefs.  It  was  fifteen  years 
after  this  marriage  before  he  pub- 
licly afTumed  the  prophetic  charac- 
ter :  and  he  then  met  with  fuch 
vigorous  opposition,  particularly 
from  the  leading  men  of  his  own 
tribe,  that,  nearly  crufhed  as  he 
often  was,  he  mull  probably  have 
been  quite  overwhelmed  ;  had  not 
his  riches,  by  incrcanng  his  power, 
his  importance,  and  Iiisprofelytes, 
furnilhed  him  with  refources  to 
overcome  difficulties ;  which  might 
ctherwife  have  bafTied  ail  the  vi- 
gour of  his  genius. 

The  Prophet,  at  his  death,  left 
many  widows :  four  of  whom, 
whilfl:  they  lived,  had  confiderable 
weight  in  the  councils  of  the  Arabs. 
But  the  i  fluence  of  Ayefha,  v;hom 
they  dignified  with  the  title  of  Mo- 
ther  of  the  Faithful,  was  aimoll:  un- 
bounded.    Ali,  as  fon-iu-law  and 


coufin-german  to  Mohammed,  was 
generally  confidered  as  his  fuccef- 
for :  but  he  had  incurred  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  Ayefiia,  whom  he  had 
once,  with  many  others,  accufed 
of  incontinence  :  and  Ihe  never 
forgave  him.  Her  father  Abube- 
ker  owed  his  elevation  to  the  Kha- 
lifat chiefly  to  her  addrefs.  Upon 
his  deceafe,  (he  fupported  Om»ro 
She  was  chief  confpirator  againft 
Othman,  the  fuccefTor  of  Omar. 
And  when  Ali,  at  length,  fucceed- 
ed  to  the  Khalifat,  fhe  headed  a 
formidable  rebellion  againft  him. 
She  took  Bafrah  ;  and  gave  him 
battle  near  that  place.  This  fa- 
mous adtion  is  called  TumW  Vjamal, 
the  4ciy  of  the  camel,  from  a  large 
white  one,  upon  which  flie  was 
mounted.  She  rode  through  the 
ranks ;  and,  to  animate  hci'  troops, 
fhe  drove  into  the  thickefl  of  the 
battle.  Seventy  hands,  it  is  faid, 
were  firuck  off,  in  attempting  to 
feize  her  bridle.  And,  when  the 
legs  of  her  camel  were  at  length' 
cut  off,  the  carriage  ki  which  fhe 
fat  refembled  a  porcupine,  from 
the  number  of  javelins  and  arrows 
with  which  it  v/as  transfixed.  The 
fuperior  generalfhip  of  Ali  pre- 
vailed ;  her  army,  though  more 
numerous,  was  routed  ;  and  flie 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Khalif. 
When  brought  before  him,  he  faid, 
"  What  doft  thou  think  of  the 
"  work  of  God  to  thee  ?"  She 
anfwered,  "  Thou  haft  conquer- 
"  ed,  O  Ali  1  be  merciful."  The 
generous  Ali  did  fhow  her  mercy. 
He  fent  her  to  Medina,  attende4 
by  feventy  women  in  men's  appa- 
rel ;  where  fhe  was  ordered  to 
confine  herfelf  to  her  houfe,  and  to 
meddle  no  more  in  itate  affairs. 
On  the  death  of  Ali,  however,  fhe 
recovered    her    influence  ;     and, 

many 
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niany  years  afterwards,  when  Moa- 
wiyah  wifhed  to  make  the  Khalifat 
hereditary  in  his  family,  he  thought 
it  neceflary  to  fecure  her  intereft, 
by  a  prcfent  of  bracelets  valued  at 
150,000  dinars,  near  70,0001. 

The  Arabian  women  of  rank 
feem  indeed  to  have  taken  a  very 
adlive  concern  both  in  civil  and 
military  affairs.  At  the  battle  of 
Dhod,  where  Mohammed  was  de- 
feated by  the  Pagan  Meccans,  the 
xelerve,  we  find,  was  led  on  by 
Henda^  the  wife  of  Abu  Solian, 
a  man  of  the  firft  rank.  She  was 
accompanied  by  fifceen  other  wo- 
men of  diltindlion  ;  who,  with  mu- 
iic  and  exhortations,  animated  the 
troops.  By  their  fpirit  and  re- 
proaches they  were  repeatedly  ral- 
lied, when  retiring  before  PJo- 
hammed  :  and  by  them,  in  a  great 
meafure,  was  the  fortune  of  the 
day  decided. 

One  of  the  moll  confiderable  of 
the  prophet's  oppofers,  was  a  lady 
called  porka  ;  who  feems  to  have 
anfwered  exaftly  the  defcription  of 
a  feudal  peerefs  in  the  middle  ages 
of  Europe.  She  was  poffefied  of 
territory,  of  a  caftle,  and  of  great 
riches  and  confideration.  Her 
troops  had  checked  the  inroads  of 
the  Prophet's  marauding  parties  ; 
and  Zeid,  one  of  his  chief  gene- 
rals, was  fent  to  reduce  her  to  obe- 
dience. The  defence  of  her  caille 
was  obftinate:  but  it  was  at  length 
taken  by  ftorm  :  and  the  lady, 
with  part  of  her  garrifon,  were 
killed.  Amongft  other  captives 
was  Forka's  young  daughter  and 
heirefs ;  who,  with  all  her  wealth, 
became  the  prize  of  the  conqueror. 

Many  other  examples  might  be 
given  ;  but  it  may  be  fufficient, 
for  the  prefent  fubjed,  to  obferve 
in  general,  that  the  dignified  be- 


haviour, which  difllnguilhed  the 
Arabian  women,  long  before  and 
after  Mohammed,  points  clearly 
to  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  owtt 
importance  :  to  which  an  habitual 
flavery  and  fubjei^tion  could  never 
poffibly  have  given  birth. 

Numberlefs  inftances  of  the 
confequence  of  women  might  be 
brought  alfo  from  Perfia,  Tartary, 
and  other  Eailern  countries.  But 
I  muft  again  beg  the  reader  to  re- 
member, that  the  limits  of  thefe 
flietches  will  not  permit  me  to  en- 
ter into  details  ;  or  to  prefent  to 
his  attention  any  thing  but  mere 
outlines.  It  is  certain,  among 
other  privileges,  that  they  pofleffed 
the  right  of  fuccefTion  to  the  throne; 
and  often  afted  as  regents  during 
the  minority  of  their  fons.  Touran 
dokht  and  Azurmi  dokht,  the 
daughters  of  Khofrou  Parvis,  were 
fucceffively  the  reigning  queens  of 
Perlia,  a  few  years  before  the  Mo- 
hammedan conquell. — About  the 
beginning  of  the  tenth  century, 
queen  Seidet  was  regent,  during 
the  non-age  of  her  fon,  and  go- 
verned with  much  wifdom.  When 
he  took  the  reins  of  government, 
he  appointed  the  famous  phyfician 
Avicenna  to  be  his  vizir.  But, 
public  affairs  being  managed  with 
much  imprudence,  the  queen  mo- 
ther, finding  herfelf  treated  with 
in.olignity,  retired  from  court;  and, 
raifing  an  army,  defeated  her  fon  : 
whom,  neverchelefs,  Ihe  reftored 
to  the  throne  ;  and  affilted,  from 
that  time,  with  her  councils.  The 
kingdom  flouriihed  whilft  Ihe  lived: 
hut  on  her  death,  the  powerful 
Sultan  Mahmoud  of  Ghezna,  who 
had  ever  treated  her  with  much 
refpe6i,  attacked  her  diffipated  fon, 
ar.d  annexed  Perfia  to  his  empire. 

According 


42  ANNUAL   REGISTER,  1779. 


According  to  Abulgazi  Khan, 
by  the  ancient  laws  of  the  Moguls, 
a  prince  could  not  reign  till  he  was 
thirty  years  of  age  :  on  which  oc- 
cafions,  the  queen  mother  afted 
always  as  regent.  He  gives  an  in- 
itance,  in  this  place,  of  a  princefs, 
named  Alanca,  (from  whom  Jen- 
giz  Khan  derived  defcent)  who  go- 
verned her  people,  for  many  years, 
daring  the  minority  of  her  fon. 
Turkhan  Khatun,  a  Tartar  lady, 
wiother  of  Mohammed,  Sultan  of 
Kharezme,  was  a  princefs  of  un- 
common abilities,  and  had  fuch  an 
afcendancy  over  her  fon,  that  fne, 
m  a  gveat  meafure,  governed  the 
kingdom  ;  which,  before  the  in- 
vaiion  of  Jengiz  Khan,  was  con- 
sidered as  the  moll  powerful  in  the 
Eafl :  and  the  court  the  moll  mag- 
aiticent  and  polite.  Yet  ladies  of 
the  firll  dillindion  thought  it  not 
iaconfifcent  with  the  delicacy  of 
their  fex  to  take  the  field  againfl: 
the  Moguls.  They  made  alio 
many  fallies  during  the  fiege  of 
the  capital  ;  which  held  out,  near 
twelve  months,  againfl:  a  prodigi- 
ous ariTjy  commanded  by  three  of 
Jengiz  Khan's  fons.  And,  when 
it  was  taken  at  lafl  by  alTault,  the 
inhabitants,  male  and  female,  re- 
tired, fighting,  from  houfe  to 
houfe,  and  from  llreet  to  ftreet ; 
till,  according  to  the  lowell  com- 
putation, above  a  hundred  thou- 
land  were  killed.  The  fpirit,  in- 
deed, of  the  Kharezmian  women, 
has  induced  fome  writers  to  confi- 
der  them  as  the  defcendants  of  the 
ancient  Amazons. 

Vhe  Vizir  Nezam  gives  many 
inftances  of  the  political  influence 
of  the  Women  in  Eaftern  courts ; 
and  is  at  infinite  pains  to  advife 
his  fon  to  pay  to  them  the  higheft 
attention.     He  divides  the  court 


into  four  clafles,  at  the  head  of 
which  he  places  the  Women  :  and 
obferves,  that  much  of  his  fuccefs 
will  depend  upon  the  manner  in 
which  he  condudls  himfelf  toward* 
them.  The  fird  clafs  that  claims 
your  notice,  fays  he,  are  the  prin- 
cipal V7omen  :  the  next,  the 
King's  Sons ;  after  them,  the  great 
Ornras  :  and,  laft  of  all,  the  in- 
ferior Minifters.  —  Altun  Tafh, 
continues  the  Vizir,  was  the  firft 
Omra  of  the  Divan,  in  the  reign 
of  Sultan  Mahmoud  of  Ghezna. 
When  the  government  of  Kharez- 
me  being  vacant,  he  folicitcd  the 
appointment.  As  he  was  efleemed 
the  chief  pillar  of  the  throne,  the 
court  was  furprized,  that  hefhould 
have  accepted  it.  And  a  friend 
begging  of  him  to  know,  what 
couid  induce  hirh  to  refign  the  po- 
wer he  had  over  fo  vaft  an  empire, 
to  take  the  charge  of  a  corner : 
Altum  Tafli  replied,  "  By  the 
'*  God  who  created  heaven  and 
*'  earth,  the  fecret  which  I  fliall 
"  now  difclofe  to  you  I  have  not 
"  revealed  to  any  living  foul.  It 
•'  was  the  enmity  of  Jemila  Kan- 
*•'  dahari,  and  that  only,  which 
"  made  me  give  up  the  power  I 
"  had  over  this  great  empire. 
*'  For,  many  years  have  the  affairs 
**  thereof  been  under  my  manage- 
**  ment ;  and,  in  that  time,  what- 
'*  ever  I  tied  ihe  unloofed  ;  and 
**  whatever  I  unloofed  Ihe  tied. 
'*  What  flie  refolved  upon  I  was 
**  incapable  of  oppofing ;  and 
"  whatever  fhe  oppofed  it  was  in 
"  vain  for  me  to  attempt.  Vexed 
"  with  being  continually  foiled, 
"  and  unable  to  apply  a  remedy, 
*'  the  world  appeared  dark  in  my 
•'  eyes  ;  and  I  voluntarily  threw 
*'  myfelf  into  this  retirement, 
'*  where  I  tfuft  in  God  1  (hall  be 
"  fafe 
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'•'  fafe  from  the  effe£ls  of  her  re- 
"  fentmcnt."  We  muft  not  fup- 
pofe,  that  this  female  influence 
was  thus  powerful  in  the  court  of 
a  weak  or  a  diffipated  prince  :  for 
Mahmoud  was  one  of  the  greateft 
monarchs  that  ever  reigned  :  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  his  great  em- 
pire he  had  conquered  himfelf; 
and  it  was  governed  intirely  under 
his  own  infpeftion,  Jemila  Kan- 
dahar! appears  to  have  been  the 
firft  lady  of  the  bed-chamber  to 
Mahmoud's  Sultana;  and  her  re- 
fentment  againft  Altun  Tafh,  was 
owing  to  his  oppofition  to  the  Vizir 
Ahmen  Ilaffan,  whom  fiie  patro- 
nized. Gallantry,  at  the  fame 
time,  does  not  appear  to  have  had 
any  concern  in  her  operations  :  for 
Nezam  obferves,  that,  though  her 
favourite  Ahmed  correfponded  with 
her  often,  they  did  not  fee  one  ano- 
ther perhaps  once  in  twelvemonths. 
Marriage  fettlements  and  por- 
tions given  with  daughters,  or  fif- 
ters,  appear  to  be  of  great  anti- 
quity in  Arabia  :  for,  long  before 
Mohammed,  they  had  retined  fo 
much  upon  them,  that  it  became 
common,  where  two  men  were 
obliged  to  give  great  fortunes  with 
their  female  relations,  to  evade 
payment,  by  making  a  double 
marriage  ;  one  efpoufing  the 
daughter  or  filter  of  the  other  ;  and 
giving  his  daughter  or  filler  in  re- 
turn. This  practice,  which  they 
called  Shigar,  probably  with  the 
view  of  encouraging  alliances  a- 
mong  different  tribes,  or  prevent- 
ing too  much  wealth  from  accu- 
mulating in  particular  families, 
Mohammed  declared  to  be  ille- 
gal in  the  Alcoran. — The  fepa- 
rate  property,  or  paraphernalia, 
which  the  wife  enjoyed,  feems 
;o  have  been  the  produce  of  fuch 


prefents  as  the  bride  received  from 
her  friends,  or  from  her  future 
hufband,  before  marriage.  Thofe 
of  the  bridegroom,  which  were 
called  ISiukl,  had  no  fixed  medium; 
being  proportioned  to  his  affeftion, 
to  his  fortune,  and  often  to  his 
ollentatlon.  :  for  it  was  cuftomary 
to  fend  thofe  prefents,  a  day  or 
two  before  the  nuptials,  with  great 
pomp,  from  his  houfe  to  the  dwel- 
ling of  the  bride.  And  although 
the  whole  might  have  been  car- 
ried, perhaps  with  eafe,  by  one  or 
two  camels,  horfes,  or  fervants, 
they  would  frequently  make  a  pro- 
ceffion  of  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  or 
more  :  every  one  bearing  fome- 
thing,  fet  off  with  ornaments,  in 
a  gay  ihewy  manner. 

Their  marriage  ceremonies,  ia 
the  Eaft,  feem  indeed  to  have 
been,  in  all  times,  attended  with, 
much  feftivity  and  public  parade. 
All  the  friends  of  both  families  af- 
fembled  :  and,  where  the  fortune 
or  the  vanity  of  the  bridegroom, 
or  father  of  the  bride,  were  conli- 
derable,  they  were  in  general  very 
expenfive.  The  nuptials  of  per- 
fons  of  high  rank,  were  aftonifh- 
ingly  fplendid.  The  marriage  of 
the  Khalif  Almamoun  with  the 
daughter  of  Haffan  Sahal,  gover- 
nor of  Babylonian  Irak,  was  at- 
tended with  almoft  Incredible  ex- 
pence.  Slaves  of  both  fexes,  with 
other  rich  prefents,  were  fent  by 
the  governor  to. every  grandee.  He 
defrayed  the  expence  of  the  whole 
court  and  of  the  Khaliff's  guards, 
during  that  prince's  refidence  at 
Fommalfaleh,  where  Haffan  Sahal 
generally  lived.  The  roads  from 
thence  to  Baghdad,  for  near  a 
hundred  miles,  were  covered  with 
mats  of  gold  and  filver  ftuff;  and 
the  bride's  head-drefs  was  adorned 

with 
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with  a  thoufand  pearls ;  each,  (if 
there  is  no  miftake  or  exaggera- 
tion) of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon's  eg^ 
or  of*  a  large  nut:  which  the  Khalif 
immediately  fettled  on  her,  as  part 
of  her  dower. 

Even  upon  ordinary  occafions  it 
was  ufnal  to  throw  amongft  the 
populace,  as  the  proceflion  moved 
along,  money, fweetmeats,  flowers, 
and  other  articles  ;  which  the  peo- 
ple catched  in  cloths,  made  for 
fuch  occafions,  ftretched  in  a  par- 
Ucular  manner  upon  frames.  With 
regard  to  the  money,  however, 
there  appears  often  to  have  been  a 
mixture  of  ceconomy,  or  rather  of 
deception  j  which  probably  arofe 
from  the  neceffity  of  complying 
with  a  cuflom,  that  might  be  ill 
foited  to  the  fortunes  of  fome,  and 
to  the  avarice  of  others :  for  we 
find,  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to 
colleft  bad  money,  called  kelb,  at 
a  low  price,  to  throw  away  at  nup- 
tial procefTions. 

The  bride,  on  the  day  of  mar- 
riage, was  conduced  with  great 
ceremony  by  her  friends  to  her 
hufband's  houfe  ;  and  immediately 
on  her  arrival,  fhe  made  him  a  va- 
riety of  prefents  ;  efpecially  of 
houlliold  furniture,  with  a  fpear, 
and  a  tent.  There  feems  to  be  a 
curious  fimilitude,  in  fomeof  thofe 
ceremonies,  to  cuftoms  which  pre- 
vailed amongft  the  old  Germans, 
before  they  left  their  forefts  ;  as 
well  as  among  the  Gothic  nations, 
after  they  were  eftabliflied  in  their 
Conquefts.  Tacitus  obferves,  that 
the  German  bridegrooms  and  brides 
made  each  other  reciprocal  pre- 
fents ;  and  particularly  of  arms 
and  catde.  The  gifts  made  to 
the  Eaftern  bride  appear  likewife 
to  have  been  upon  the  fame  prin- 
ciples   with    the   Morgengabcy    or 


Morning  gift,  which  it  was  com- 
mon for  the  European  hufband, 
in  the  early  and  middle  ages,  to 
prefent  to  his  wife  the  morning 
after  marriage.  And,  whilft  the 
dower,  in  both,  feems  to  have  re- 
verted, upon  the  death  of  the  wi- 
dow, to  the  kindred  of  the  huf- 
band,  the  prefents  were  left  entirely 
at  her  own  difpofal. 

A  man,  without  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  law,  might  divorce  his 
wife,  provided  he  paid  to  her 
whatever  dower  had  been  fettled 
by  the  marriage  contradl :  unlefs 
he  could  prove,  to  the  fatisfadion 
of  her  affembled  friends,  that  her 
condudl  had  given  fufficient  caufe 
for  the  feparation  :  in  which  cafe, 
her  fortune  and  fettlements  were 
forfeited.  The  wife  had  alfo  the 
fame  power  of  divorce,  if  fhe  dif- 
liked  her  hulband  :  but  then  fhe 
relinquifhed  her  fettlements,  and 
returned  all  the  prefents  fhe  had 
received  from  him  before  or  after 
marriage.  A  man  might  re-mar- 
ry his  divorced  wife,  even  unto 
the  third  time ;  beyond  which  it 
was  unlawful.  The  form  of  re- 
pudiation was  very  concife  :  the 
hufband  faying  only,  "  Get  thee 
"  gone,  I  care  not  for  thee."  Yet 
fmiple  as  it  was,  they  confidered 
it  as  fo  binding,  that  if  a  couple 
lived  afterwards  together,  without 
the  ceremony  of  a  re-marriage,  it 
was  reckoned  infamous,  and  view- 
ed in  the  fame  light  as  adultery. 

Temporary  marriages  are  com- 
mon in  many  parts  of  the  Eaft. 
The  Arabians  call  them  Almutah. 
The  Alcoran  fpeaks  rather  equivo- 
cally with  regard  to  them  ;  which 
has  opened  a  field  for  much  diffe- 
rence of  opinion  among  the  Mo- 
hammedan lawyers.  About  the 
beginning   of  the    ninth    century 
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they  were  interdided  by  the  Kha- 
lif  Almamoun  :  but  they  were 
never  entirely  difcontinued  j  and 
are  now  very  common.  They  are 
contra£led  by  a  written  indenture, 
witnefled  by  the  Cadhi ;  and  a 
certain  fum  is  fettled  upon  the  wo- 
man, to  be  paid  to  her  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  ;  when  the  en- 
gagement may  either  be  renewed 
or  finally  diffolved.  The  ofrsping 
of  fach  connexions  cannot  inhe- 
rit. 

A  lingular  matrimonial  cullom, 
we  may  here  remark,  fomewhat 
refembling  the  above,  prevailed  of 
old  in  many  parts  of  Europe.  Men 
of  rank,  who  had  loll  their  wives, 
but  had  children,  to  avoid  bur- 
thening  their  eftates,  might  marry 
low-born  women  ;  who,  bringing 
no  fortune,  were  intitled  to  no 
dower.  Thefe  contrails  (accord  - 
ing  to  Baron  vonLowhen)  are  ftill 
prevalent  in  Germany  ;  where  they 
are  ftiled  Left-handed  rnarriages  : 
it  being  a  part  of  the  ceremony 
for  the  bridegroom  to  give  his  left 
hand  to  the  bride.  The  children 
of  fuch  marriages  are  not  capable 
of  inl^eriting ;  and  bear  neither 
the  name  nor  arms  of  the  father. 

We  find  in  Scripture,  that  when 
a  man  died,  leaving  no  iflue  by 
his  wife,  it  was  fometimes  incum- 
bent upon  his  next  unmarried  bro- 
ther to  efpoule  the  widow.  A  cuf- 
tom  fimilar  to  this,  is  not  only 
found  among  the  Arabians,  but 
another  ftill  more  ftrange.  For 
where  a  father  left  one  or  more 
widows,  the  fons  often  married- 
them,  provided  they  were  not 
their  own  mothers.  This  ufage 
was  fupprefled  by  Mohammed  : 
and  it  appears,  even  before  his 
time,  to  have  been  marked  with  a 
degree  of  deteftation  :    the  word 


Makt,  which  denotes  this  fpecies  of 
marriage,  fignifying  alfo  hatred 
and  enmity.  Marrying  a  brother's 
widow,  if  childlefs,  is  ftill  cufto- 
mary  in  feme  parts  of  Tartary ; 
particularly  in  Circaflia.  And 
Abulgazi  Khan  mentions  feveral 
princes  who  had  married  their 
ftep-mothers.  He  feems  indeed 
to  confider  it  as  a  thing  of  courfe  : 
and  particularly  tells  us,  that  0£lai 
Khan  married  one  of  the  widows 
of  his  father  Jengiz  Khan.  But 
what  has  moft  furprized  me,  is  to 
find  fo  odd  a  cuftom  prevailing 
even  in  Scotland,  fo  late  as  the 
eleventh  century  :  it  being  men- 
tioned by  Lord  Hailes  in  his  An- 
nals ;  who  fuppofes,  that  it  might 
have  originated  from  avarice,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  heir  from  the 
payment  of  a  jointure. 

An  inftitution,  we  are  informed, 
was  introduced  or  revived  among 
the  Moguls  and  Tartars  by  Jengiz 
Khan,  which  appears  to  have  been 
founded  on  the  principles  of  found 
political  wifdom  :  two  families, 
though  all  their  children  were 
dead,  being  permitted  to  form  a 
matrimonial  alliance,  by  marrying 
the  deceafed  fon  of  one  to  the  de. 
ceafed  daughter  of  the  other. 
Thefe  nuptials  had  ofcen  moft  fa- 
lutary  confequences  ;  hoftile  tribes 
having  been  united  by  this  imagi- 
nary tie,  when  all  other  means  of 
pacification  had  failed.  And  they 
feem  even  to  have  viewed  it  with 
liiore  fupcrftitious  veneration  than 
if  the  parties  had  been  alive ; 
confidering  any  breach  of  treaty, 
after  this  ideal  contradl,  as  draw- 
ing upon  themfelves  the  vengeance 
of  the  departed  fpirits.  The  an- 
cient Perfians,  from  a  notion  that 
married  people  were  peculiarly 
happy  in  a  future  ftate,  ufed  often 

to 
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to  hire  perfons,  to  be  efpoufed  to 
fuch  of  their  relations  as  had  died 
in  celibacy. 

It  may  not  be  quite  foreign  to 
the  prefent  fubjeft,  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  fome  peculiarities  in 
the  drefs  of  Eallern  women  ;  as 
even  from  thence  fome  frefh  lights 
may  be  thrown  upon  the  female 
charafter.  In  all  countries  where 
drefs  has  arrived  at  any  degree  of 
refinement,  whatever  is  confidered 
as  a  beauty  will  generally  be  imi- 
tated by  art,  where  nature  has  de- 
nied her  bounty.  To  this  general 
propenfity  we  may  trace  the  origin 
of  face-painting,  patches,  the  bol- 
ilering  of  the  petticoats,  falfe  hair, 
and  the  feathered  ornaments  of  the 
head  :  all  which  we  difcover  very 
early  in  the  Eaft.  Prom  the  de- 
fcripcion  of  Jezebel,  and  from  va- 
rious other  paffages  in  the  Old 
Teftament,  we  find,  that  face- 
painting  was  then  fafhionable  a- 
mong  women  of  rank  :  and  from 
thefe  words  vf  Jeremiah,  (ch.  iv. 
30.)  **  Though  thou  rendell  thv 
**  face  with  painting,  in  vain  fhalt 
*'  thou  make  thyfelf  fair;"  we 
plainly  difcover,  that  the  Jevvifh 
women  had  then  carried  it  to  the 
vicious  excefs,  of  even  rending  and 
disfiguring  their  faces,  by  repeated 
and  intemperate  ufe. 

The  words  in  Arabic  and  Per- 
iian,  which  exprefs  painting  in  all 
its  Images,  are  very  numerous. 
They  paint  their  cheeks  and  alfo 
their  nails  with  red  ;  the  refl  of 
the  face,  the  neck,  and  the  arms, 
with  white  ;  and  their  eyes,  in  a 
particular  manner,  wiih  black,  to 
give  them  a  fine  luftre.  Eye- 
painting,  we  find,  was  common  in 
Erekiel's  tim^e,  (ch.  xxiii.  4.0.) 
"  Thou  didft  wafh  thyfelf,  paint- 
*'  cdft   thine  eyes,    and   deckedfl 


"  thyfelf  with  ornaments,'*  Th«* 
particular  colours  which  the  Wo- 
men of  Paleftine  aftedled,  are  not 
mentioned  :  but,  among  the  Per- 
fians  and  Arabians,  v/e  find  not 
only  red,  black,  and  white,  but 
even  fafFron  and  other  yellow 
wafhes  for  the  face.  Their  hair 
they  comb  with  great  care  ;  and 
they  highly  perfume  it  with  oidori- 
ferous  unguents  or  pomatums. 
Tire-women  are  much  employed  '. 
and  there  are  even  females,  whofc 
only  bufinefs  is  to  clean,  thin,  and 
fharpen  the  teeth. 

Among  other  fafhions,  vi'hich 
may  poiTibly  have  been  borrowed 
from  Afia,  are  ornamental  patches. 
Black  moles  on  the  face  have  been 
long  confidered  as  a  fingular  beauty 
in  the  Eafl.  We  have  only  to  look 
into  the  Arabian  and  Perfian  poets 
for  innumerable  inftances  of  the 
enthufiafm  with  which  they  admi- 
red this  fancied  elegance.  That 
the  ladies  would,  of  confequence, 
ufe  every  art  to  imitate  a  beauty  fo 
highly  prized,  is  extremely  natu- 
ral :  and  hence,  perhaps,  arofe 
the  fafliion  of  fubftituting  imprin- 
ted marks,  or  patches  of  black 
filk,  to  counterfeit  nature.  Upon 
the  fame  principles  we  may  account 
for  the  number  of  words  in  the 
ArabicandPerfian  languages  which 
fignify  bolftering  or  quilting  of  the 
petticoats,  to  give  an  appearance 
of  that  fine  fwell  below  the  waifl:, 
which  thofe  people  efleem  as  one  of 
the  greateft  elegancies  of  the  fe- 
male fliape.  Falfe  hair  is  alfo 
frequently  alluded  to ;  and  fea- 
thers appear  to  have  been  more 
generally  worn,  than  they  were 
even  lately  by  the  ladies  of  Eng- 
land. 

I  have  now  in  my  pofTeffion  a 

valuable  eallern    raanuicript,   the 
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property  of  General  Caniac,  Go- 
vernor of  Bombay  ;  which  he  pur- 
ehafed  when  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  forces 
in  Bengal,  for  looo  rupees  (125I.) 
It  contains  extrafls  fiom   the  finell 
authors,  efpecially  Perfians  :   fome 
of  which   are   ornamented    in  the 
Eaftern  manner,  with  drawings  of 
the    heroes    and   heroines  of  their 
poems.     Some  of  the  faces   have 
confiderable  merit  :    and  the  drefs 
of  the  Princeffes,  when   unveiled, 
has,  in    many  refpefts,    a  refem- 
blance  to  fome  of  the  fafhions  of 
Europe.     They   are  often   drawn 
without  any  head-drefs  :    the  hair 
dark  ;    and    the    ringlets    waving 
down   over  their  neck  and  fhoul- 
ders.   They  have  frequently  round 
their  heads  a  kind  of  diadem,  fet 
with  precious  Hones ;  from  which 
rife  one  or  more  tufts  of  feathers  : 
the  quills  of  which  are  fet  in  foc- 
kets    of  gold   and  gems.     Some- 
times  they   have  a    fiiort    ilubbed 
appearance ;  and    fometimes  they 
are  long,  and  flow  gracefully  back- 
wards. They  wear  fometimes  noie- 
jewcls,  which  thofe  who  have  not 
been  accuftomed  to  them  can  never 
think  a  beauty.     They  have  alfo 
ear-rings,  not  only  in  the  lob,  but 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  ear.  Their 
necklaces  confift  of  many  rows  of 
jewels,  the  lowcit  of  which  hang 
down     over    the    bofom.      Their 
drefs,  in  general,  when  the  upper 
garment    is    laid    afide,    is    fitted 
exaAly  to  the  fhape  ;    and   feems 
nearly  to  reiemble  v>'hat,  I  believe, 
is  called  ajefuit;   buttoning  down 
the    breaft,     covering     the     neck 
pretty  high,  and  tiie  arms  down  to 
the  wrifts.     There  is  fometimes  a 
large  fquare  jewel  on  the  fore  part 
of  the  arm,  a  little  below  the  flioul- 
der.    Their  girdles  ar;  \zrj  broad. 


generally  made  of  fine  leather;} 
and  covered  entirely  over  with 
embroidery  and  gems.  Their 
robe^  are  long  and  flowing  behind: 
and  their  ancles  are  often  encir- 
cled with  a  ring  of  gold,  orna- 
mented with  jewels.  Upon  their 
head  they  wear  fometimes  a  low- 
crowned  cap,  terminating  in  a 
point,  round  which  they  wreathe 
feveral  folds  of  fine  linen  or  filk  ; 
to  the  top  of  which,  when  they  go 
abroad,  they  fallen,  with  a  gold 
bodkin,  a  veil  which  covers  the 
face  and  a  great  part  of  the  body. 
There  aie  few  of  the  female  faces 
which  have  not  one  or  two  black 
moles  or  artificial  marks  ;  which 
the  Perfians  name  Khal,  and  the 
Arabians  IJlteb. — Women  of  infe- 
rior rank,  who  cannot  purchafe 
jewels,  make  their  necklaces, 
bracelets,  and  other  ornaments,  of 
fmall  fhells,  or  beads  of  different 
coloured  glafs. 

It  may  be  obferved,  before  we 
finifli  this  article  of  drefs,  that 
face  and  eye-painting  arc  alfo  ia 
ufe  among  the  men  ;  who  pay  the 
fame  attention  to  their  beards, 
which  the  women  pay  to  their  hair. 
They  perfume  them  highly,  and 
often  tinge  them  ;  fometimes  of  a 
fine  red,  fometimes  with  faffron, 
and  with  various  other  dyes.  Red 
was  the  favourite  colour  of  Mo- 
hammed, Abubcker,  or  Onv^r  : 
and  their  example  was  greatly  fol- 
lowed. 


Biographical   Anecdotes    of  the    late 
Mr.  Garrick. 

AVID  Garrick,  Efquire, 
was  born  at  Hereford,  about 
the  month  of  February,  1716. 
His  grandfatlier  was   a  merchant 
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of  French  extraftion,  as  it  is  faid, 
who  left  his  native  country  on  the 
revocation  of  the  edidl  of  Nantz  in 
in  the  year  1685.  This  gentle- 
man had  two  fons  and  two  daugh- 
ters :  one  of  the  former  became  a 
wine-merchant  at  Lifbon  ;  and  the 
other,  vvhofe  name  was  Peter,  the 
father  of  the  late  Mr.  Garrick, 
followed  the  military  profeffion, 
and  had  at  the  time  of  his  death 
been  advanced  to  a  majority  in  the 
army.  He  married  an  Irifh  lady, 
and  happened  to  be  quartered  at  the 
Angel-Inn  in  Hereford,  where  his 
fon  David  (who  was  baptized  *  the 
28th  of  February,  1716)  was 
born.  Mr.  Garrick,  the  father, 
afterwards  fettled  at  Litchfield, 
and  refided  there  feveral  years.  A 
ihort  time  before  his  death  he  de- 
termined to  fell  his  commiflion, 
and  for  that  purpofe  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  a  gentleman  who  had 
agreed  to  give  him  11 00/.  for  it; 
but,  unfortunately,  before  the 
fale  was  compleated  he  died,  and 
left  a  numerous  family  in  a  great 
meafure  unprovided  for. 

His  fon  David  received  the  firft 
part  of  his  education  at  the  free 
ichool  of  Litchfield ;  and  very 
early  found  a  friend  in  Gilbert 
Walmfley,  Efq;  f  regilter  of  the 
ecclefiadical  court  there  ;  a  gentle- 

*  The  following  is  an  extra<5l  from  the  regifter  book  of  the  parifii  of  Ail 
Saints  in  the  city  of  Hereford  :  "  David  Garrick,  the  fon  of  Peter  and  Ara- 
"  bella  Garrick,  was  baptized  the  28th  of  February,  1716.'" 

f  This  gentleman  was  alio  the  friend  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  ;  who  has  given 
the  world  an  account  of  his  chaiafter  in  the  preface  to  the  Po.ems  of  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Smith.  It  coiichules  in  the  following  manner :  "  at  this  man's  table,  I 
*'  enjoyed  many  chearful  and  inlhuftive  hours,  with  companions  fuch  ,35  are 
*'  not  often  foimd  ;  with  one  who  has  lengthened,  undone  who  has  gladdened 
*'  life;  with  Dr.  James,  whole  (kill  in  phylickwill  be  long  remembered  ;  and 
"  wjth  David  Garritk,  whom  I  hoped  to  have  gratified  with  this  chara6ter  of 
*'  our  common  friend  ;  but  what  are  the  hopes  of  man  !  I  am  dilappointed  by 
"  that  ftroke  of  death  n.vbich  has  edipjed  the  gaiety  ofnatms,  and  impoverijlted 
'•<  the  piibi'uk  Jlock  of  harrikfs  plcafures."" 
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man  then  unmarried  and  well  ad- 
vanced in  years,  whofe  partiality 
feemed  to  authorife  fome  favour- 
able expedlations  of  a  permanent 
provifion  j  all  which  however  were 
deftroyed  by  Mr.  Walmfley's  un- 
expeftedly  taking  a  wife.  He, 
however,  recommended  his  young 
friend  to  Mr.  Colfon,  mailer  of 
the  academy  at  Rochefter,  in  order 
to  compleat  his  education  ;  and 
accordingly,  in  the  month  of 
March,  1736,  Mr.  Garrick  left 
Litchfield,  in  company  with  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnfon,  who  at  the  fame 
time  quitted  his  profeffion  of  a 
fchoolmafter,  and  came  to  London, 
where  he  has  fince  become  one 
of  the  firft  ornaments  of  litera- 
ture. 

On  the  death  of  his  father 
Mr.  Garrick  went  over  to  Lilbon, 
and  was  received  by  his  uncle  with 
great  kindnefs ;  and  here  perhaps 
he  might  have  remained,  but, 
that  ftriftnefs  of  morals  which  a 
fond  relation  wilhed  to  fee  in  his 
nephew  not  being  obferved  at  that 
place,  to  prevent  his  being  cor- 
rupted, it  was  thought  proper  to 
fend  him  back,  to  England  ;  his 
uncle  ftilL  preferving  a  great  re- 
gard for  him,  which  he  Ihewed  at 
his  death  by  leaving  him  a  legacy 
of  1000/. 
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It  appears  from  Mr.  Walmfley's 
letters,  that  Mr.  Garrick  was  in- 
tended for  the  profeflion  of  the 
law;  and  accordingly,  on  the  gch 
day  of  March,  1736,  immediately 
on  his  arrival  in  London,  he  was 
entered  of  the  fociety  of  Lincoln's- 
Inn  ;  but  it  is  certain  he  never 
paid  any  at:ention  to  the  ftudy  of 
that  fcience;  and  indeed  it  is  with- 
in the  memory  of  many  yet  living, 
that  his  employment  for  a  Ihort 
time,  in  the  interval  between  his 
return  from  Lifbon  and  his  ap- 
pearance on  the  ftage,  was  of  a 
nature  very  different  from  what 
he  was  firit  deftined  to,  and  what 
he  afterwards  purfued  with  fo 
much  reputation  and  fuccefs.  We 
are  credibly  informed  that  he  fol- 
lowed the  bufinefs  of  a  wine-mer- 
chant fome where  in  or  near  Dur- 
ham-Yard, being  induced  thereto, 
it  may  be  prefumed,  by  the  en- 
couragement and  fupport  of  his 
uncle. 

To  whatever  caufe  it  was  owing, 
we  are  not  informed  j  but  his 
fuccefs  in  bufinefs  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  engage  his  continuance  in 
it;  and  this  want  of  fuccefs  might 
perhaps  arife  from  his  attertion  to 
a  more  pleafing  purfuit.  He  had 
at  fchool  performed  the  part  of 
Serjeant  Kite  with  applaufe ;  and 
he  was  now  prompted  to  employ 
the  talents  which  he  poflefled  for 
his  immediate  fupport.  He  there- 
fore went  down  to  Ipfwich,  under 
the  name  of  Lyddel,  and  perform- 
ed in  a  ftrolling  company  there. 
The  part  in  which  he  firft  appear- 
ed was  that  of  Aboan  in  Oroo- 
noko ;  and  the  approbation  he 
met  with  in  this  country  excurfion 
encouraged  him  to  purfue  his  plan 
in  London.  He,  therefore,  after 
being  (as  it  is  reported}  rejected 
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by  the  manager  of  Covent  Gardsn, 
to  whom  he  had  offered  his  fer- 
vice,  engaged  with  Mr.  GifFord, 
at  the  theatre  in  Goodman's  Fields, 
in  the  year  1740.  The  charrfter 
he  then  attempted  was  that  of 
Richard  the  Third ;  and  he  per- 
forir.ed  it  in  a  manner  which  fixed 
his  reputation  on  that  bafis  upon 
which  it  flood,  as  the  firft  ador  of 
the  times,  during  the  reft  of  his 
life.  Two  circumftances  were  ob- 
ferved  on  his  firfl  night's  per- 
formance; one,  that,  on  his  en- 
trance on  the  ftage,  he  was  under 
fo  much  embarraffment,  that  for 
fome  time  he  was  unable  to  fpeak  : 
the  other,  that,  having  exerted 
himfelf  with  much  vehemence  in 
the  firft  two  adls,  he  became  fo 
hoarfe  as  to  be  almolt  incapable 
of  finifliing  the  charafter.  This 
difHcuky  was  obviated  by  a  per- 
fon  behind  the  fcenes  recom- 
mending him  to  take  the  juice 
of  a  feville  orange,  which  he 
fortunately  had  in  his  pocket, 
and  which  enabled  him  to  go 
through  the  remainder  of  the  cha- 
rafter  with  that  degree  of  excel- 
lence which  he  always  afterwards 
(hewed  in  the  performance  of  it, 
and  which  produced  the  applaufe 
which  ever  after  uniformly  at- 
tended him  in  it.  The  perfon  to 
whom  he  owed  the  feafonable  re- 
lief was  the  late  Mr.  Dryden 
Leach,  prin;er,  who  ufed  often 
to  tell  the  ftory  to  his  friends. 

It  was  during  this  firft  year  of 
his  theatrical  life  that  he  produced 
the  farce  of  The  Lying  Valht ;  a 
performance  which  has  given  plea- 
fure  to  numberlefs  fpedators,  even 
after  the  principal  character  ceaf- 
ed  to  be  performed  by  its  author. 
At  the  end  of  the  feafbn  he  went 
over  to  Ireland,  and  in  that  king- 
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dom  added  both  to  his  fortune 
and  his  fame.  The  next  year 
(1742  to  1743)  he  performed  at 
Drury  Lane,  and  the  year  after 
(1743  to  1744)  at  the  fame  thea- 
tre. 'At  the  beginning  of  this  fea- 
fon  he  was  involved  in  a  difpute 
with  Mr.  Macklin,  who  had  join- 
ed with  him  in  oppofing  the  op- 
preflions  of  the  managers.  That 
gentleman  complained  that  he  was 
deferted  in  the  agreement  made 
with  the  managers,  and  publifhed 
a  ftate  of  his  cafe,  in  a  pamphlet, 
intituled,  "  Mr.  Macklin's  Reply 
"  to  Mr.  Garrick's  Anfwer.  To 
*'  which  are  prefixed,  all  the  Pa- 
"  pers  which  have  publicly  ap- 
*'  peared  in  regard  to  this  im- 
*'  portant  difpute."  The  next 
year  (1744  to  1745)  he  continued 
at  Drury  Lane;  but  the  fucceed- 
ing  feafon  (1745  to  1746)  he  went 
again  to  Dublin,  and  engaged 
with  Mr.  Sheridan  as  joint  Iharer 
and  adventurer  in  the  theatre 
there.  In  May  1746,  he  returned 
to  London,  and  performed  in  fix 
plays  at  the  end  of  that  month  at 
Covent  Garden,  by  which,  we  are 
told,  he  added  300/.  to  a  great 
fum  acquired  in  Ireland.  He 
performed  but  one  year  more  as 
an  hired  aclor  (1746  to  1747) 
which  was  at  Covent  Garden 
theatre,  where  he  produced  M//} 
in  her  'Teens. 

The  mifmanagement  of  the  pa- 
tentees of  Drury  Lane  Theatre  af- 
ter the  deaths  of  Booth  and  Wilks, 
and  the  retirement  of  Cibber  from 
the  ftage,  had  ruiaed  every  per- 
fori  concerned  in  it.  At  this  pe- 
riod the  fuccelTors  of  Mr.  Fleet- 
wood becaiie  involved  in  fo  many 
difficulties,  that  it  was  no  longer 
polfible  for  them  to  continue  the 
condud  of  a   bufmefs   to    which 
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they  were  Grangers,  and  which 
therefore  they  ought  never  to  have 
engaged  in.  In  1745  thatgentle- 
man  had  left  the  theatre  to  his 
creditors  to  manage,  after  making 
the  beft  terms  he  was  able  for  him- 
felf.  They  conduced  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  it  for  two  feafons,  when, 
unable  to  continue  the  manage- 
ment any  longer,  the  property  of 
the  patent,  houfe,  and  fcenes, 
was  hawked  about  to  feveral  per- 
fons  :  but  fo  apprehenfive  was 
every  one  become  of  the  hazard 
of  intermeddling  with  the  theatre, 
that  no  purchafer  was  for  fome 
time  to  be  found.  ^At  this  junc- 
ture the  late  Mr.  Lacy  ftepped  for- 
ward, and  boldly  ventured  to  en- 
gage for  the  purchafe.  Having 
the  reputation  of  a  man  of  inte- 
grity, he  foon  found  friends  among 
the~monied  men  to  fupport  him  in 
his  undertaking;  the  faccefs  of  it, 
he  prudently  concluded,  mull:  de- 
pend in  fome  meafure  on  the  abi- 
lities of  the  perfon  with  whom  he 
fhould  conneft  Jiimfelf  in  the 
fcheme.  Mr.  Garrick's  reputa- 
tion, both  as  a  man  and  an  a£tor, 
naturally  led  him  to  wifli  for  his 
junction.  A  treaty  was  foon  be- 
gun, and  an  agreement  between 
them  afterwards  took  place.  Ap- 
plication was  made  for  a  nev/  pa- 
tent ;  which  was  obtained,  and 
both  their  names  inferted  in  it. 
The  feafon  which  began  in  1747 
was  the  firll:  of  their  management, 
and  was  opened  with  an  admirable 
Prologue,  written  by  Dr,  John- 
fon,  and  fpoken  by  Mr.  Garrick. 
From  this  time  Drury  Lane  Thea- 
tre, which  had  been  fo  fatal  to 
many  adventurers,  became  the 
fource  of  wealth  and  independence 
to  both  partners,  who  jointly  ex- 
erted their  feveral  abilities  in  the 
manage- 
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inasiiigement  of  the  undertaking, 
with  a  degree  of  harmony  which 
did  credit  to  their  underftandingSj 
and  with  a  ihare-of  fuccefs  which 
in  fome  meafure  m-ult  be  afcribed 
to  that  good  correfpondence  which 
fubiifted  between  them. 

After  he  had  been  a  manager 
two  years,  and  the  diffipation  of 
youth  had  fubfided,  the  charms  of 
a  lady,  who  then  lived  with  the 
Couniefs  of  Burlington  as  a  com- 
panion, made  a  couquell  of  him. 
It  is  unneccfiary  to  add  that  this 
•lady  18  at  prefent  his  widow.  She 
is,  we  are  informed,  by  birth  a 
■German.  Her  parents  lived  at 
Vienna  ;  and  fhe  appeared  on  the 
ftage  there  as  a  dancer.  About 
the  year  1744  flie  came  to  Eng- 
land, and  performed  at  one  of  the 
theatres  one  or  two  feafons.  She 
was  then  called  Madame  Eva  Ma- 
ria Violetti.  The  union  between 
them  took  place  on  the  2 2d  day 
of  June,  1749;  and  we  add,  with 
great  pleafure,  that  no  marriage 
ever  was  attended  with  more  hap- 
pinefs  to  both  parties  than  this  for 
near  thirty  years,  during  which 
time,  it  is  on  good  authority  af- 
ferted,  they  fcarce  paffed  a  day  fe- 
parate  from  each  other. 

The  theatrical  fcafon  which  com- 
menced in  the  year  1750,  was  ren- 
dered remarkable  by  the  fpirit  of 
rivalfnip  which  prevailed  at  both 
hcufes.  At  the  beginning  of  Mr. 
Garrick's  management  he  had  en- 
gaged Eany,  Macklin,  Pritchard, 
WofEngton,  Gibber,  and  Clivej 
and,  with  thefe  excellent  per- 
formersj  it  may  be  imagined  the 
profits  of  the  houfe  were  I'ery  con- 
liderable.  Soon  after^  Mr.  Barry, 
who  was  under  articles,  refufed 
to  continue  any  longer  at  Drury 
Lane,  and,  when  fued  for  the  breach 


of  his  contraft,  efcaped  from  the . 
penalty  by  means  no  way  redound- 
ing to  his  honour.  Macklin  and 
Mrs.  Gibber  likewife  went  over  to 
Covent  Garden  ;  as  did  Mrs, 
WofRngton,  who  is  faid  to  have 
entertained  expedlations  of  being 
united  in  marriage  with  Mr.  Gar- 
rick.  With  thefe  deferters,  aid- 
ed by  the  Veteran  Quin,  Mr, 
Rich  opened  Govent  Garden  Thea- 
tre. Mr.  Garrick,  not  intimi- 
dated by  the  ftrength  of  the  op- 
poiition,  took  the  field  on  the  5th 
of  Sept.  with  an  occafional  Pro- 
logue fpoken  by  himfeif;  which 
was  anfwered  by  another  delivered 
by  Mr.  Barry  ;  and  this  again  re- 
plied to  by  a  very  humourous  Epi- 
logue, admirably  repeated  by  Mrs, 
Glive.  Thofe  were  only  preludes 
to  the  trial  of  ftrength  vyhich  was 
foon  to  follow.  The  play  of  Ro- 
meo and  Juliet  had  lain  dormant 
many  years.  This  was  now  re- 
vived at  both  hcufes :  at  Drury 
Lane,  with  alterations  by  Mr. 
Garrick,  who  performed  the  prin- 
cipal charafterj  Mr.  Woodward 
playing  Mercutio  ;  and  Mrs.  Bel- 
lamy, Juliet;  againft  them  at  Go- 
vent  Garden,  were  Mr.  Barry  and 
Mrs.  Gibber  in  the  principal  cha- 
radhers,  and  Mr.  Macklin  in  Mer- 
cutio. Both  houfes  began  on  the 
firll:  of  Odlober;  and  continued  to 
perform  it  for  12  fucceffive  nights  j 
when  Govent  Garden  gave  up  the 
contention  ;  and  its  rival  kept  the 
field  one  night  more,  with  the 
credit  of  holding  out  longer  than 
its  opponent,  though  it  is  luppofed 
neither  fide  reaped  much  advan- 
tage from  the  fpirit  of  perfeve- 
rance  which  had  governed  them 
both  in  this  conteft. 

In  the  year  1,754,    on  the  6th. 
day  of  March,  died  Mr.  Pelham, 
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who  had  condu£led  the  bufmefs  of 
government  for  fome  years  before 
with  candour,  ability," -'and  inte- 
grity. He  was  fmcerely  lamented 
by  both  prince  and  people  ;  and 
on  this  occafion  Mr.  Garrick  dif- 
played  his  poetical  talents,  in  an 
ode  which  we  are  told  ran  through 
four  editions  in  a  ftw  weeks.  It 
is  a  performance  which  does  credit 
to  him,  both  as  a  man  and  a  poet, 
and  is  preferved  in  the  fourth  vo- 
lume of  Dodiley's  Colledion  of 
Poems. 

The  fnarlers  againit  Mr.  Gar- 
rick's  management  of  the  theatre 
had  a  long  time  coujplained  that 
he  conduced  himfelf  with  too 
ftrift  an  attention  to  ceconomy  in 
the  ornamental  and  decorative  parts 
of  theatrical  exhibitions.  They 
were  perpetually  throwing  out  in- 
finuations,  that  the  manager,  re- 
lying on  his  own  powers,  was  de- 
termined to  regulate  the  enter- 
tainments of  the  ftage  with  an  eye 
■only  to  his  ovvn  advantage,  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  latisfac- 
tion  of  the  public. — Thefe  mur- 
murs had  continued  fome  time, 
v.'hen  at  lail:  Mr.  Garrick  deter- 
mined to  meet  the  wiflies  of  his 
friends,  and  to  filence  the  difcon- 
tents  of  his  enemies.  For  this 
purpofe  he  applied  to  Mr.  De- 
noyer,  fen,  to  recommend  fome  per- 
fon  of  genius  to  faperintend  and 
contrive  a  fplcndid  fpeilacle  to  be 
exhibited  at  Drury  Lane.  The 
pcrfon  fixed  upon  for  that  piirpofe 
was  Mr.  Noverre,  a  Swifs ;  who 
immediately  received  orders  to  en- 
gage the  bcft  troop  of  dancers  that 
could  be  procured.  Thefe  he  fe- 
lefted  from  the  foreign  theatres ; 
and  they  confifted  of  Swifs,  Ita- 
lians, Germans,  and  fome  French. 
The  entertainment  in  which  ;hev 
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were  employed  was  foon  after  con- 
trived. It  was  called  The  Chi- 
nese Festival  ;  and  was,  in  the 
theatrical  phrafe,  got  up  with  great 
magnificence,  and  at  a  very  con- 
fiderable  expence.  The  expedla- 
tions  of  the  managers  were  how- 
ever wholly  difappointed  in  the 
fuccefs  of  the  performance.  Al- 
though but  few  of  the  French  na- 
tion were  employed  in  it,  yet  a 
report  had  induftrioufly  been 
fpread,  that  not  only  French 
dancers  had  been  fent  for  over, 
but  French  drefTes  alfo,  and  even 
French  carpenters  and  manufac- 
turers. The  nation  was  then  on 
the  eve  of  a  war  ;  and  this  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  engaging  the 
paffions  of  thofe  who  profeffed 
themfelves  Antigallicans.  They 
accordingly  formed  affociations,  to 
difcourage  the  feveral  performers, 
and  fupprefs  the  obnoxious  per- 
formance whenever  it  fhould  ap- 
pear. At  length,  after  having 
taken  up  more  than  eighteen 
mon  ths  in  preparing,  it  was  brought 
before  the  publick,  and  received 
with  all  the  virulence  and  oppofi- 
tion  which  might  be  expedted 
from  the  violence  and  heat  of  the 
times.  The  firft  performance  of 
it  was  on  the  8th  day  of  Novem- 
ber >755,  and  was  honoured  with 
the  prefeoce  of  his  late  Majefty; 
yet,  notsvithftanding  that  circum- 
Itance,  it  did  not  even  then  efcape 
ill-treatment.  On  the  fecond, 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  nights  the 
riots  continued  with  increaling 
llrength,  though  oppofed  each 
evening  by  feveral  young  men  of 
faihion,  who  had  determined  to 
fupport  the  performance.  On  the 
fixth  evening  the  oppolition  ac- 
quired frelh  vigour  and  increal- 
ing    numbers.       They    fruftrated 
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every  attempt  to  proceed  in  the 
exhibition  ;  and  committed  every 
excefs  which  a  mob,  fubjeft  to  no 
controul,  is  apt  to  indulge  itfelf 
in.  That  eveninic;  was  the  lall 
reprefentation.  After  receiving 
afTurance  that  the  piece  fhould  be 
aded  no  more,  ttie  heroes  wiio  had 
fignalized  themfelves  in  this  im- 
portant bufinefs  proceeded  to  Mr. 
Garrick's  houfe  in  Southampton- 
ftreet,  whpre  they  broke  his  win- 
dows, and  did  other  damages. 
They  then  difperfed,  and  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  theatre  were  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  the  !ofs  of  more  than 
four  thoufand  pounds. 
■  It  would  be  impoffible  to  enu- 
merate the  feveral  fmall  pieces  of 
poetry  which  Mr.  Garrick  ufed  to 
throw  out  from  time  to  time,  as 
his  leifure  permitted,  to  compli- 
ment his  friends,  or  to  celebrate 
public  events.  In  1759,  Dr.  Hill 
wrote  a  pamphlet,  intituled,  "  To 
David  Garrick,  Efq;  the  Peti- 
tion of/,  in  behalf  of  herfelf  and 
her  fillers."  The  purport  of  it 
was  to  charge  Mr.  Garrick  with 
mifpronouncing  fome  words  in- 
cluding the  letter  I,  as  furrn  for 
firm,  'vurtue  for  virtue,  and  others. 
The  pamphlet  is  now  forgotten  ; 
but  the  following  Epigram,  which 
Mr.  Garrick  wrote  on  the  occafion, 
deferves   to  be    preferved,    as  one 

of    the   beft  in    the   Enelifh    lan- 
es 

guage  : 

To  Dr.  Hill,   upon  his  petition  cf  the 
letter  \  to  David  Garrick,  Ej'q^\ 

If  'tis  true,  as  you  fay,  that  Tve  injur'd  a 

letter, 
ril  change  my  notes  foon,  and  I  hoj^e  for 

the  better  -. 
May  the  juft  right  of  letters,  as  well  as  cf 

men, 
Hereafter  be  fix'd  by  the  tcngue  and  t.hs 

pen! 


Moft  devoutly  I  wi(h  that  they  both  have 

their  du^, 
And  that  /  may  be  never  miftaken  for  U. 

From  this  period  no  event  of 
importance  occurs  in  the  annals 
of  Mr.  Garrick's  life  until  the 
year  1761.  The  bufinefs  of  the 
theatre  went  on  without  interrup- 
tion ;  atid  he  continued  to  ac- 
quire bjth  reputation  and  for- 
tune. In  that  year,  however,  he 
found  himfelf  obliged  to. exert  his 
poetical  talents,  in  order  to  cor- 
re(5l  the  impertinence  of  an  infig- 
nificant  individual,  a  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick,  who,  without  provoca- 
tion, and  in  defiance  of  decency, 
carried  on  a  weekly  attack  againll 
him,  in  a  paper  called  "  Th« 
Craftfman."  The  original  caufe 
of  the  quarrel,  we  are  informed, 
was  grounded  on  fome  illiberal 
refleftions  which  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
threw  out  againft  Mr.  Garrick, 
and  which  the  latter  refented  with 
fpirit  and  propriety,  though  a 
confiderable  time  had  elapfed  be- 
foie  he  was  provoked  to  take  pub- 
lic notice  of  him.  As  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick's  writings  are  now  en- 
tirely forgotten,  the  revenge  which 
Mr.  Garrick  took  of  him  muft, 
from  that  circumltance  alone,  be 
involved  in  fon-.eobfcurity.  Thofe, 
however,  who  £re  unacquainted 
with  eiLher  perfons  or  fafts  will 
receive  plealure  in  reading  Mr. 
Garrick's  admirable  faiire  publifh- 
ed  on  this  occafion,  intituled  The 
Frieleriad,  a  Poem,  which  had 
the  honour  o't  being  highly  com- 
mended by  Chuichill,  v/ho  has  al- 
fo  given  a  very  fevere  correftion 
to  the   fame  perlon. 

However  unequal  Mr.  Fitzpa- 
trick was  to  the  talk  of  contend- 
ing with  Mr.  Garrick  in  a  literary 
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warfare,  yet  the  rancour  which 
his  defeat  had  engendered,  point- 
ed out  a  new  mode  oi"  attack  tso 
diftrefs  his  antagonift.  It  had 
been  cufcomary,  on  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  a  new  performance,  to  re- 
fufc  admittance  at  any  part  of  the 
evening,  unlefs  the  whole  price 
of  the  entertainment  was  paid. 
This  had  almoft  invariably  been 
the  rule ;  and  it  had  hitherto  been 
fubmitted  to,  as  a  reafonable  de- 
mand from  the  managers,  to  com- 
penfate  for  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pence  which  new  dreffes  and  fcenes 
occaixoned.  To  gratify  his  re- 
i'entment,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  feized 
on  this  circumftance  as  a  ground 
to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  theatre, 
and  to  involve  the  managers  in 
a  conteft  with  thg  public.  For 
this  purpofe  hand-bills  were  dif- 
perfed  a.bout  the  coffce-houfes  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Drurylane, 
recommending  a  peremptory  de- 
mand to  be  made,  and  requiring 
an  abfolute  promifc  to  be  given, 
that,  no  more  than  half  the  ufual 
price  Ibould  be  taken  on  any 
evening  of  performance  after  the 
third  adt,  unlefs  at  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  a  new  pantomime.  A 
kind  of  aifociation  was  entered  in- 
to by  feveral  young  men,  to  ob- 
tain a  redrefs  of  this  grievance,  as 
it  was  called  ;  aud  Pv'Ir.  Fitzpatrick 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  it.  The 
evening  on  which  the  attack  was 
made  happened  to  be  when  T'/je 
tn.vo  Gentleinen  of  P'erona  was  per- 
formed for  the  alterer's  benefit. 
The  performance  accordingly  was 
interrupted,  afcer  feversl  attempts 
to  proceed  in  it;  and  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  houfe,  thinkin<r  the  re- 
qudition  an  unjuft  one,  and  the 
inanner  of  making  it  improper  to 
be  seceded  to,  refufed  to  fiibmit 
'.    '     "  6 


to  it:  in  confequence  whereof,  no 
play  was  afted  that  nighc;  and 
the  audience  received  their  mo- 
ney again  at  the  doors,  having  firil 
amufed  themfelves  with  doing  all 
the  mifchief  tht-y  were  able.  By 
this  trial,  the  malecontents  had 
dlfcovered  their  llrength,'and  de- 
termined to  carry  their  point  in 
hLiaibling  the  pride  of  the  ma- 
nager. On  the  next  performance, 
which  was  at  the  tragedy  of  Elvi- 
ra, they  collecled  their  whole 
force,  and  again  prevented  the 
adlors  proceeding  in  the  play.  It 
was  in  vain  that  Mr.  Garrick  de- 
fired  to  be  heard  in  defence  of 
the  ancient  cufl;ojns  of  the  thea- 
tre. The  oppofition  infiiled  on  a 
peremptory  answer  to  their  de- 
mand in  the  new  regulation ; 
v/hich,  after  fome  time,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  houfe  were  obliged 
to  agree  to  ;  and  once  more  peace 
was  reilored  to  the  theatre  af:er  a. 
confiderable  lofs  had  been  fuftain- 
ed,and  obliged  to  be  fubmitted  to. 
This  feafon  was  the  laft  in  which 
Mr.  Garrick  could  be  faid  to  havq 
allied  in  the  regular  courfe  of  his 
profefiion.  From  this  time  he  de- 
clined performing  any  new  cha- 
racters;  'and,  finding  his  health 
declining,  by  the  advice  of  his 
phyfician  he  determined  to  give 
himfelf  fome  relaxation  from  care 
and  fatiofue.  He  therefore  made 
the  arrangements  neceffary  for  carr 
rying  on  the  public  entertainments 
during  his  abfence  ;  and  or^-  the 
15  th  of  September,  1765,  the  day 
on  which  the  houfe  opened,  he 
left  London,  in  order  to  make  the 
tour  of  France  and  Italy.  To 
fupply  his  place,  he  engaged  the 
late  Mr.  Fcwell,  who  had  received 
his  inftruftions  the  preceding-fura- 
mer,  and  wiiofe  fuccefs  was  equal 
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to  the  abilities  he  poflefTed.  To 
the  honour  of  his  employers,  it 
may  be  added,  that  his  abilities 
were  not  higher  than  the  en- 
couragement he  received  for  the 
exertion  of  them.  Although  he 
was  engaged  for  a  term  of  years  at 
a  fmall  falary  ;  yet  he  was,  before 
the  feafon  clofed,  generoufly  al- 
lovyed  an  appointment  equal  to 
the  firfl:  performer  in  the  houfe. 
We  are  credibly  en  formed,  the 
profits  that  year  exceeded  even 
thofe  in  which  Mr.  Garrick  per- 
fbrmed  in  the  height  of  his  repu- 
tation. 

The  interval  from  this  period, 
until  the  month  of  April,  1765, 
Mr.  Garrick  employed  in  travel- 
ling through  the  principal  part?  of 
Europe ;  and  was,  at  every  place 
where  he  refided,  and  at^moft  of 
the  courts  to  which  he  was  intro- 
duced, received  in  the  moll  ho- 
nourable and  cordial  manner  ;  by 
the  great,  as  well  as  by  men  of 
letters,  each  vying  with  the  other 
in  fhewing  refpeft  to  the  greateft 
dramatic  charafter  of  the  age. 
While  he  flayed  at  Paris,  he  a- 
mufed  himfelf  with  reading  Fon- 
taine's Fables  ;  which  pleafed  him 
fo  much,  that  he  was  induced  to 
attempt  an  imitation  of  them.  He 
accordingly  wrote  one,  called  The 
Sick  Monkey  ;  which  he  tranfmitted 
over  to  a  friend,  to  be  ready  for 
publication  immediately  on  his  ar- 
rival. It  accordingly  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  two  or  three  days  af- 
ter, with  the  following  motto : 
"  Thurfday  afternoon  David  Gar- 
rick, Efq;  arrived  at  his  houfe  in 
Southampton-flreet,  Covent  Gar- 
den. Public  Advertifer,  April  27, 
J 76:;."  And  he  had  the  pleafure 
of  hearing  the  fentiments  of  his 


friends  upon  it;  many  of  whom 
miftook  it  for  a  fatire  upon  him, 
and  accordingly  expreffed  them- 
felves  in  very  warm  terms  oft  the 
occafion. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival  he' 
refumed  the  management  of  the 
theatre,  and  introduced  fome  im- 
provem.ents  which  had  been  fug- 
gefted  by  his  obfervations  on  the 
conduft  of  the  foreign  flages. 
From  the  lift  of  his  works,  it  will 
be  feen  that  he  iiad  not  been  idle 
while  abroad.  He  produced  thi 
next  feafon  fcveral  new  pieces, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  1766,  the 
excellent  comedy  of  The  Cla?i- 
dcjline  Marriage,  written  in  concert 
with  Mr.  Colman.  He  alfo,  at 
the  requefl  of  his  Majefty,  ap- 
peared again  on  the  flage  ;  and 
on  that  occafion  fpoke  a  new  pro- 
logue?, replete  with  thofe  ftrokes 
of  humour'which,  in  that  fpecies 
of  compofition,  manifefted  his  fu- 
periority  over  all  his  contempo- 
raries. 

In  that  year  died  Mr,  Quin  and 
Mr.  Gibber.  Their  .deaths  were 
very  pathetically  taken  notice  of 
in  the  prologue  to  The  Clandejiine 
Marriage ;  and  for  the  former  Mr. 
Garrick  wrote  an  epitaph,  which 
was  placed  over  his  tomb  in  the 
cathedral  church  of  Bath.  Mr. 
Quin  was  the  only  performer  of 
any  reputation  when  Mr.  Garrick 
firit  appeared  on  the  flage,  and  he 
had  likewife  been  one  of  his  ear- 
lift  oppofers.  When  he  faw  the 
fuccefs  which  attended  the  per- 
formances of  his  rival,  he  obferv- 
ed,  with  his  ufual  fpleen,  that  Gar- 
rick ivas  like  a  nenu  religion.  Whit- 
field 'Tjoas  follo-uoed for  a  time,  but  they 
njjould  all  come  to  church  again.  We 
mention  t  his  anecdote  merely  on 
E  4  account 
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account  of  the  reply  which  it  in- 
duced Mr.  Garrick  to  write,  and 
which  was  as  follows  ; 

Pope  Sluln,  who  damns  all  churches  but 

his  own, 
Complains    ^'  that   Hcrefy   corrupts    the 

"  town ; 
"  That  Whitfeld  Garrick  has  mifled  the 

«  age, 
"  And  taints  the  found  religion  of  the 

"  flage; 
"  Schifm,  he  cries,  has  turn'd  the  nation's 

"  brain, 
«  But  eyes   will  open,    and   to    church 

"  again  !" 
Thou  great  infallible  !  forbear  to  roar, 
Thy  bulls  and  errors  are  rever'd  no  more ; 
When  dodrines  meet  with  general  appro- 
bation. 
It  is  not  Herefy,  but  Reformation. 

For  feveral  years  however  before 
Mr.  Quin's  death  great  cordiality 
had  fubfifted  between  him  and 
Mr.  Garrick,  at  whbfe  houfe  at 
Hampton  he  fpent  fome  time,  a 
few  months  before  his  death,  and 
there  firft  difcovered  the  fymptoms 
of  that  diforder  which  carried  him 
to  his  grave. 

The  year  1769  was  remarkable 
for  the  celebration  of  a  jubilee  at 
Stratford  upon  Avon,  the  6th,  7th, 
and  8th  of  September,  in  honour 
of  Shakefpeare;  a  ceremony  which 
very  much  engaged  the  public  at- 
tention, although  it  was  treated  by 
fome  as  a  fubjefl  worthy  only  of 
ridicule,  and  by  others  as  a  com- 
pliment due  to  the  great  writer 
whofe  memory  it  was  intended 
to  honour.  The  circumftance 
which  gave  rife  to  it  happen- 
ed fome  time  before,  and  was 
as  follows  :  A  clergyman,  into 
whofe  polTefiion  the  houfe  once 
belonging  to  our  great  poet  had 
come,  found  that  a  mulberry  tree, 
which  grew  in  the  garden,  and 
which  had  been  planted  ac- 
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cording  to  tradition  by  Shake, 
fpeare  himfelf,  overfhadowed  too 
much  of  his  manfion,  and  made  it 
damp.  To  remedy  this  inconve- 
nience, he  caufed  it  to  be  cut 
down,  to  the  great  mortification  of 
his  neighbours,  who  were  fo  en- 
raged  at  him,  that  they  foon  ren- 
dered the  place,  out  of  revenge, 
too  difagreeable  for  him  to  remain 
in  it.  He  therefore  was  obliged 
to  quit  it ;  and  the  tree,  being 
purchafed  by  a  carpenter,  was  re- 
tailed and  cut  out  in  various  re- 
licks  of  ftand-dilhes,  tea-chefts, 
tobacco-ftoppers,  and  other  things ; 
fome  of  which  were  fecured  by  the 
corporation  of  Stratford.  The 
gentlemen  belonging  to  this  body 
foon  after  agreed  to  prefent  Mr. 
Garrick  with  the  freedom  of  their 
borough  in  a  box  made  from  the 
mulberry  tree;  and  their  Steward 
at  the  fame  time  was  ordered  to 
acquaint  him,  that  the  corporation 
would  be  happy  in  receiving  from 
his  hands  fome  ftatue,  buft,  or 
picture  of  Shakefpeare,  to  be  pla- 
ced within  their  new  town-hall ; 
together  with  a  pifture  of  him- 
felf. 

This  circumftance  probably  gave 
Mr.  Garrick  the  hrft  idea  of  per- 
forming a  jubilee  to  the  honour  of 
Shakefpeare  ;  and,  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  theatrical  feafon,  he 
invited  his  audience  to  be  prefent 
at  it  in  the  following  terms  : 

"  My  eyes  till   then   no  fights  like  this 

"  will  fee, 
"  Unlefs  we  meet  at  Shakefpeare's  ju- 

"  biiee. 
"   On  Avon's  bonis,  ivhtrefij-wers  eternal 

"  hlotv, 
"  Like  its  full  ftream  our  gratitude  fliall 

"  flow  ! 
<'  There  let  us  revel,  fliew  our   fond  re- 

"  gard; 
<'  On  that   lovd    fpot,   firft  breath'd  oijr 

<'  piatchlefs  bard  ; 

^'  Tq 


CHARACTERS. 


S7 


*'  To  him  all  honour,  gratitude  is  due, 
"  To  him  we  owe  our  all  — to  him  and 
"  you." 

The  manner  in  which  this  en- 
tertainment was  to  have  been  per- 
formed, the  difappointments  it  fuf- 
tained,  and  the  feveral  occurren- 
ces which  took  place  at  it,  are  all 
{q  recent  in  the  memories  of  moft 
of  our  readers,  and  were  Co  accu- 
rately related  at  the  time  they  hap- 
pened, that  we  Ihall  not  recapitu- 
late them  here.  It  is  fufficient  to 
obferve,  that  accident  deprived 
thofe  who  were  prefent  of  part  of 
their  entertainment;  that  all  which 
was  exhibited  gave  general  fatis- 
fa£lion;  and  thacMr.  Garrick,  who 
was  a  great  fum  of  money  out  of 
pocket  by  it,  framed  an  entertain- 
ment, which  was  performed  at 
Drury-Lane  theatre  92  nights  with 
great  applaufe  to  very  crowded 
audiences.  The  Ode  which  was 
fpoken  by  him  at  Stratford  was 
alfo  repeated  at  the  fame  theatre, 
but  not  with  much  fuccefs,  being 
performed  only  feven  times. 

The  management  of  a  theatre  is 
always  attended  with  anxiety  and 
vexation  ;  the  difficulty  of  fatisfy- 
ing  the  feveral  candidates  for  the- 
atrical fame  is  fo  great,  that  he 
who  can  preferve  the  friendfhip  of 
thofe  whofe  pieces  he  rejefts,  muft 
be  allowed  to  poffefs  very  extraor- 
dinary.abilities.  In  the  year  1772, 
it  was  Mr.  Garrick's  misfortune  to 
be  embroiled  with  a  very  irafci- 
ble  and  troublefome  perfon,  who 
claimed  the  reprefentation  of  one 
of  his  pieces  at  Drury  Lanej  and 
he  enforced  his  demand  in  a  man- 
ner that  will  always  refleft  difgrace 
on  his  memory.  He  publiftied  a 
poem  to  intimidate  the  manager, 
called  Lo-ve  in  the  Suds,  containing 
infmuations  of  the  bafeft  kind,  and 
\\'hicl)  he  afterwards  denied  having 


had  any  intention  to  convey.  Mr. 
Garrick  had  recourfe  to  the  court 
of  King's  Bench,  to  punifh  the  in- 
famous libeller  of  his  reputation  ; 
and,  notwithltanding  he  had  been 
a  fecond  time  infulted  by  another 
publication  conceived  with  equal 
malignity,  he  was  weak  enough 
to  itop  the  piofecution  he  had 
commenced,  on  his  adverfary's 
figning  an  acknowledgement  of 
his  offence,  which  was  printed  in 
all  the  public  papers.  Ic  cannot 
be  denied  but  that  the  interells  of 
fociecy  demanded  chat  fo  grofs  an 
offender  Ihould  meet  with  punifh- 
ment,  and  that  no  conceffions 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  te  de- 
precate that  ftroke  which  the  law 
would  have  inflided  on  fo  heinous 
a  crime. 

From  this  time  no  event  of  Im- 
portance happened,  until  the  refo- 
lution  which  Mr.  Garrick  had  be- 
gun to  form  of  quitting  the  ftage 
was,  to  the  concern  of  every  one, 
carried  into  execution.  It  will  be 
a  matter  of  furprlze,  both  to  the 
prefent  and  future  generations,  to 
learn  that  this  determination  was 
accelerated  by  the  caprices  of  one 
or  two  celebrated  adreffes,  who 
had  contrived  to  render  his  fitua- 
tlon  fo  uneafy  to  him,  that  he 
frequently  ufed  to  declare,  that  he 
fhould  have  continued  fome  time 
longer  in  his  public  capacity,  had 
it  rot  been  for  the  plague  thefe 
people  occafioned.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1776,  he  enter- 
ed into  an  agreement  with  fome 
of  the  piefeiit  patentees,  for  the 
fale  ot  his  ir.tercll  in  the  theatre  ; 
but  continued  to  act  during  the 
remainder  of  that  feafon.  The 
lall  night  of  his  performance  was, 
for  the  theatrical  fund,  on  the 
loth  day  of  June  in  that  year, 
when  he  reprefented  the  charafter 

of 
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of  Don  Felix  in  The  Wmder.  At 
rfie  coacluiion  of  the  play  he  came 
forward,  and  addrefTed  the  audi- 
ence in  a  fhort  fpeech,  wherein  he 
faid,  "  it  had  been  ufual  for  per- 
"  fons  in  his  fituation  to  addrefs 
"  the  public  in  an  Epilogue  ; 
"  and  that  he  had  accordingly 
"  turned   his  thoup-hts   that  way. 


1779. 

refpeflable  in  the  ki.jgdom,  and 
of  a  large  fortune,  acquired  in  the 
cour{e  of  more  than  thirty  years  : 
but  the  ftone,  which  he  had  been 
afilifted  with  foine  time,  had  al- 
ready made  fnch  inroads  on  his 
conftitution,  that  he  was  unable  to 
communicate  or  receive  from  his 
friends    that   pleafure    which    his 


bat    found     it     as     impofiible*   company  aftorded,  except  at  times. 


**  to  write,  as  it  would  be  to 
"■  fpeak,  a  ftadied  comporition ; 
**  the  jirtgl©  of  rhyme  and  the 
*'  language  of  fidtion  ill  fuiting 
"  his  then  feelings:  that  the  mo- 
**  ment  in  which  he  then  fpoke 
**  was  indeed  an  awful  one  to 
*  -  him :  that  he  had  received  in- 
**  numerable  favours,  from  the 
"  publicj  and  took  his  leave  on 
**  the  fpot  where  thofe  favours 
**  were  co^nferred."  He  then  faid, 
*'  that,  whatever  the  events  of 
"  his  future  life  might  be,  he 
•*  Iho'i^ld  ever  remember  thofe  fa- 
"  vours  with  the  higheft  fatisfac- 
"  tion'^awl  de^peft  gratitude;  and 
"  though-  he  admitted  the  fupe- 
**  riC!'  fliili  and  abilities  of  hi-s 
'*  fcioceiiors,  he  defied  them  to 
*•  exert'  themfelves  with  more 
'*  induftr-y,  zeal,  and  attention, 
••  than  he  had  done."  This 
fpeech,  which  was  delivered  with 
ai'l  that  emotion  which  the  parti- 
cular fituation  of  the  fpeaker  ren- 
dered very  intereiiing  and  ..'.ifeft- 
ing,  was  received  with  the  loudeft 
burils  of  a'ppi aufe  ;  and  he  left  the 
ftage  with  the  acclamations  of  a 
numerous  and  polite  audience, 
who  were  unable  to  forbear  ex- 
prciiing  the  deepeft  concern  for  the 
lofs  of  their  favourite  performer. 

Mr.  Garrick  now  retired  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  friends,  the  moil 


and  in  a  very  partial  iiianner.  It 
is  fuppofed  that  he  injured  his 
health  by  the  application  of  quack  . 
medicines,  and  often  experienced 
the  moft  violent  torments  from  the 
feverity  of  his  diforder. 

In  Auguft,  1777,  Mr.  Garrick,' 
accompanied  by  his  neighbour  and 
friend,  Mr.  Hen.  Hoare,  of  the 
Adelphi,  made  a  vifit  to  Mr. 
Hoare,  of  Stourhead,  in  Wilr^. 
Being  particuLrly  charmed  with 
the  Grotto,  he  faid  he  fhould  like 
it  for  his  burying-placc  ,;  upon 
which  one  of  the  company  wiihed 
him  to  write  his  own  Epitaph ; 
which,  as  foon  as  he  returned  to' 
the  houfe,  he  did,  extempore. 

Tom  Ptxil,  the  tenant  of  this  narrow  fpace^ 
(He  piafd  r.a  fcolifi  fart   to    cluife   the 

place) 
Hoping  foi-  mortar  hondirfs  e'en  in  deatfi. 
Thus  fpoke   his   wifhes    with    his   lateft 

breath. 
"  That  Hal  *,  fiveet-hkoded  Hal,   might 

"  once  a-year, 
"  Qiiit  fecial  joys  tc  drop  a  friendly  tear  ; 
"  Thdt  £67/7::  f,  with  magic  founds  that 

"  charm  the  breafl, 
"  Should  with  a  lequium  teaclr his  foul  to 

"  reft; 
"  Full   charg'd   with   humour,    that   tjie 

«  fportive  Ruft  X 
"  Should  ftre  three  voliies  o'er  the  dtifi  to 

"  duft; 
"  TJiat   hcneft  Bcr.Jcn  ||,    ever  free  and 

"  plain, 
"  For  once  fhou'd  fjgh,    and  whh  him 

"  back  asjain  ; 


ilen.  Hoare,  ]un. 


-j-  Benfon  Earle,  of  Salifbury. 
[i  John  Benfon,  Efcjj 


X  John  Ruft,  Efq; 
<•-  That 
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<*  That  Hcai-e  *  too  might  complete  his 

"  glory's  plan, 
"  Point  to  his  grave  and  fay — I  lik'd  the 

<'  man." 

At  Chriftmas,  1778,  he  went  to 
vifit  Lord  Spencer  at  Althorp,  in 
Nprthampconihire,  during  the  ho- 
lidays. He  there  was  taken  ill  ; 
but  recovered  fo  far  that  he  was 
removed  to  town,  where  grovving 
v.'orfe..  he  died  in  a  few  days  after- 
wards, at  his  houfe  in  the  Adcl- 
pbi,  on  the  20th  day  of  January 
lail,  at  the  age  of  63  years ;  leav- 
ing behind  him  the  charadter  of  a 
friendly,  humane,  charitable,  and 
(nocwithfianding  many  idle  re- 
ports we  may  add)  liberal  man  ; 
one  who  felt  for  diilrefs,  and  re- 
lieved it ;  a  chearful  companion, 
apleafing  writer,  and  the  firft  ador 
Qt  this  or  any  other  age. 

LiJI  ofMr.  Gar  rick'/  Writings. 

THE  Lying  Valet,  a  Comedy, 
oftwoafts,  8vo,  1740.  Firft  ailed 
at  Goodman's  Fields,  and  after- 
wards at  Drury  Lane. 

Mifs  in  her  Teens,  or  the  Med- 
ley of  Lovers,  a  Farce  in  two  acls, 
performed  at  Coveot  Garden,  8vo. 
1747.  The  hint  of  this  piece  was 
taken  from  La  Parifiene  of  D'An- 
court. 

Lethe,  a  Dramatic  Satire,  afted 
at  Drury  Lane,  8yo.  1748.  This 
admirable  performance,  which 
ranks  with  the  firft  of  its  kind, 
was  originally  reprefented  in  a 
very  imperfetl  ftate  at  Goodman's 
Fields,  vv'hen  the  author  was  en- 
gaged there.  The  firft  fketch,  as 
then  performed,  was  printed  in 
i2mo,  1745,  under  the  title  of 
LETKf,or.^sOp  IN  THE  Shades. 


Romeo  and  Juliet,  a  Tragedy, 
altered  from  Shakefpeare,  afted  at 
Drury  Lane,    i2mo.    1750. 

Every  Man  in  his  Hum.our,  a 
Comedy,  altered  from  Ben  Jonfon, 
afted  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1751. 
This  alteration  confifts  chiefly  of 
omiffions  and  tranfpofitions,  with 
the  addition  of  a  whole  fcene 
in  the  4th  aft.  It  was  excellently 
afled,  Thofe  who  remember  the 
original  performers  do  not  expeft 
to  fee  a  play  ever  fo  completely- 
filled  again  in  every  charafter. 
Prologue  by  Mr.  Whitehead. 

The  Fairies,  an  Opera,  altered 
from  Shakefpeare,  fet  to  Mufic  by 
Mr.  Smith,  8vo,  1755.  Prologue 
by  Mr.  Garrick. 

The  Tempeft,  an  Opera,  alter- 
ed from  Shakefpeare,  fet  to  mufic 
by  Mr.  Smith,  8vo,  1756.  The 
prologue  to  this  piece  is  evidently 
by  Mr.  Garrick. 

Florizel  and  Pei-dita,  a  Dra- 
matic Pailoral,  in  three  afts,  per- 
formed at  Drury  Lane,  1756. 
This  is  taken  from  The  Winter's 
Tale,  and  was  originally  afted  un- 
der that  title.  It  was  not  printed 
until  1758. 

Catherine  and  Petrucio,  aFarce, 
adtcd'at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1756. 
An  alteration  of  Shakefpeare's 
Taming  of  the  Shre^.  Performed 
on.  the  fame  night  as  Florizel  and 
Perdita. 

Lilliput,  a  Dramatic  Entertain- 
ment, afted  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo, 
1757.  This  was  afted  by  chil- 
dren. In  1777  it  was  reviled  by 
the  author,  and  performed  at  the 
Hay-market, 

The  Male  Coquet,  or  Seventeen 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Seven,  a  Farce, 
aiiled  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1757- 


*  ITsnry  Hosre,  of  Stcurheai. 
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twoafls,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1766.  This  farce  is  afcrib- 
ed  to  Mr.  Garrick,  although  it 
has  alfo  been  given  to  Mr.  King. 
It  is  an  imitation  of  the  Crifpin 
Rival  de  fon  Maitre  of  Le  Sage. 

Cymon,  a  Dramatic  P>.omance, 
afted  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1767. 

A  Peep  behind  the  Curtain,  or 
The  New  Rehearfal,  a  Farce,  aft- 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,   1767. 

The  Jubilee,  a  Dramatic  Enter- 
tainment, afted  at  Drury  Lane, 
1769.  This  piece,  which  is  not 
printed,  was  one  of  the  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  performances  ever  produced 
on  the  ftage. 

King  Arthur,  or  the  Britiih 
Worthy,  altered  fromDryden,  a£t- 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,   1770, 

Hamlet,  altered  from  Shake- 
fpeare,  afted  at  Drury  Lane  about 
1 77 1.     Not  printed. 

The  Irifh  Widow,  a  Comedy  of 
two  adls,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1772.  The  intention  of  this 
piece  feems  to  have  been  merely 
to  introduce  Mrs.  Barry  (now  Mrs. 
Crawford)  in  a  new  light  to  the 
audience,  and  is  very  fuccefsfully 
executed.  The  charafters  ofWhit- 
tle.  Sir  Patrick  O'Neale,  and  Tho- 
mas, are  extremely  well  fuftained, 
and  that  of  Keckfy  admirably. 

The  Chances,  a  Comedy,  with 
alterations,  adted  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1773.  This  is  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham's  play  with  the  fame 
title.  The  alteriitions  are  chiefly 
omilTions  of  indecent  paffages, 
which  the  refinement  of  the  prefent 
times  would  not  fuiFer. 

Albumazar,  a  Comedy,  with 
alterations,  adted  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1773-  This  excellent  old 
comedy  was  revived  with  all  the 
ftrength  of  the  houfe,  as  it  had 
been  before  in  1748;  yet,  notwith-  . 
ftanding. 
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This  little  piece  was  firft  afted  at 
Mr.  Woodward's  benefit.  It  was 
planned,  written,  and  adted,  in  lefs 
than  a  month. 

The  Gameflers,  a  Comedy,  al- 
tered from  Shirley,  adled  at  Drury 
Lane,  8vo,   1758. 

Ifabella,  or  the  Fatal  Marriage, 
a  Play  altered  from  Southern,  afted 
at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1758.  An 
alteration  of  The  Fatal  Mai-riage, 
by  omiffion  of  the  comic  fcenes. 

The  Guardian,  a  Comedy,  in 
two  afts,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1759.  This  was  performed 
the  firft  time  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Chrillopher  Smart,  a  very  agree- 
able but  unhappy  poet,  then  un- 
der confi^nement.  It  is  taken  in 
a  great  meafure  from  the  celebrat- 
ed Pupille  of  Monf.  Fagan. 

The  Enchanter,  or  Love  and 
Magic,  a  Mufical  Drama,  adled  at 
Drury  Lane,  8vo,   1760. 

Harlequin's  Invafion,  a  Speak- 
ing Pantomime,  adled  at  Drury 
Lane,  1761  ;  not  printed.  We 
are  told  this  was  originally  per- 
formed at  Bartholomew  Fair. 

Cymbeline,  a  Tragedy,  altered 
from  Shakefpeare,  adled  at  Drury 
Lane,    i2mo,   1761. 

The  Farmer's  Return  from  Lon- 
don, an  Interlude,  performed  at 
Drury  Lane,  4to,  1762.  This 
made  its  firft  appearance  at  Mrs. 
Pritchard's  benefit. 

The  Ciandeftine  Marriage,  a 
Comedy,  aftcd  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1766.  This  was  a  joint  pro- 
dudlion  with  Mr.  Colman,  was 
adled  wiih  great  applaufe,  and  may 
be  confidered  as  one  of  the  beft  co- 
medies in  the  E.ngli(h  language. 

The  Country  Girl,  a  Coniedy, 
altered  from  Wycherley,  ad\ed  at 
Drury  Lane,  8vo,    1766. 

Neck  or  Nothing,   a  Farce  in 
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Sanding,  was  not  (o  fuccefsful  as 
it  deferved  to  have  been. 

Alfred,  a  Tragedy,  altered  from 
Mallet,  adled  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo, 

1773-  .     .    , 

A  Chnftmas  Tale,  in  five  parts, 

afted  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1774. 
This  hath  fince  been  reduced  to 
two  afts,  and  performed  as  an  af- 
ter-piece. 

The  Meeting  of  the  Company, 
a  Prelude,  acled  at  Drury  Lane, 

1774.  Not  printed. 

May  Day,  a  Ballad  Opera,  aft- 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,    1775. 

The  Theatrical  Candidates,  a 
Prelude,  afted  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo, 

1775.  ^^^  ^^^^  '^^'^  pieces  are 
printed  together. 

He  alfo  made  fome  alterations 
in  Ru/e  a  Wife  and  have  a  Wife, 
Mahomet,  and  many  other  pieces. 


which  were  performed  during  his 
management. 

Befides  the  feveral  pieces  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  Anecdotes, 
he  was  the  author  of  many  Pro- 
logues and  Epilogues,  too  nume- 
rous to  be  here  particularized.  He 
alfo  wrote  fome  poems  in  Dodfley's 
Colleftion  of  Poems,  Vol.  Ill; 
Letters  in  the  St.  James's  Chro- 
nicle, figned  Oakley  ;  and  many 
little  poems  in  Magazines  and 
News-papers, 

The  Farce  of  High  Life  Below 
Stairs,  which  is  frequently  afcrib- 
ed  to  him,  is  omitted  in  the  above 
lift,  as  there  are  many  reafons  to 
believe  it  to  have  been  written 
by  another  perfon,  the  late  Mr. 
Townly,  Mafter  of  Merchant- 
Taylors  fchooL 
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Account  of  a  Cure  cf  the  St.  Vitus'j 
DaHce  iy  EUnricity.  In  a  Let- 
ter from  Anthony  Fother^ill, 
M^D.  F.R.S.  at  Northa'inp- 
ton, /o  William  Henly.  F.R.S. 

[From  the  Philofophical  Tranfa£lions  ] 

ANN  AGUTTER,  a  girl  of 
ten  years  of  age,  of  a  pale, 
emaciated  habit,  was  admitted  an 
out-patient  at  the  Northamptonr 
hofpital  on  the  6th  of  June  laft. 
From  her  father's  account  it  ap- 
peared (for  fhe  was  fpeechlefs  and 
with  difficulty  fupported  from  fal- 
ling by  two  affiftants)  that  fhe  had 
for  fix  weeks  laboured  under  vio- 
lent convulfive  motions,  which 
affefted  the  whole  frame,  from 
which  flie  had  very  fnort  intermif- 
fions,  except  during  flecp ;  that 
the  difeafe  had  net  only  impaired 
her  memory  and  intelledlual  fa- 
culties, but  of  late  had  deprived 
her  of  the  ufe  of  fpeech. 

Volatile  and  fetid  medicines 
were  now  recommended,  and  the 
warm  bath  every  other  night ;  but 
with  no  better  fuccefs,  except  that 
the  nights  which  had  been  reftlefs 
became  fomewhat  more  compofed. 
Blifters  and  anti-fpafmodics  were 
diredled,  and  particularly  the  flow- 
ers of  zinc,  which  v.'ere  continued 
till  the  beginning  of  July,  but 
without  the  lealt  abatement  of  the 


fymptoms;  v/hen  her  father  groy-  ; 
ing  impatient  of  fruitlefs  attend- 
ance  at  the  hofpital,  I  recom- 
mended, as  a  dernier  refort,  a 
trial  of  eleftricity,  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Un- 
derwood, an  ingenious  eledtrician. 
After  this  I  heard  no  more  of  her 
till  the  firft  of  Auguft,  when  her 
father  came  to  inform  me  that  his 
daughter  was  well,  and  defued 
ihe  might  have  her  dlfcharge.  To 
which,  after  exprefiing  my  doubts 
of  the  cure,  I  coniented  ;  but 
Ihould  not  have  been  perfeftly 
convinced  of  it,  had  I  not  receiv- 
ed afterwards  a  full  confirmation 
of  it  from  Mr.  Underwood,  dated 
Sept.  16.  an  extradl  from  whofe 
letter  I  will  now  give  you  in  his 
own  words : 

'  I  have  long  expefted  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  you,  that  I  might  - 
inform  you  how  I  proceeded  in  the 
cure  of  the  poor  girl.  As  the 
cafe  was  particular,  I  have  been 
very  minute,  and  wifh  you  may 
find  fomething  in  it  that  may  be 
'  ufeful  to  others.  If  you  think  it 
proper,  I  beg  you  will  ftate  the 
cafe  medically,  and  make  it  as 
public   as  you  pleafe. 

*  July  5.     On  the  glafs  footed 

ftool  for  thirty  minutes :  fparks  were 

drawn  from  the  arms,  neck,  and 

liead,  whidi  caufed  a  ccnfiderable 

perfpira- 
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perfpiration,  and  a  rafii  appear- 
ance in  her  forehead.  She  then 
received  fliocks  through  her  hands, 
arms,  bieafis,  and  back  ;  and  from 
this  time  the  fyniptonns  abated, 
her  arms  beginning  to  recover  their 
ufes  *. 

'  July  13.  On  the  glafs-footed 
ftool  forty-five  minutes  :  received 
ftrono-  fliocks  throi;?;h  her  letrs  and 
feet,  which  from  that  time  began 
to  recover  their  wonted  u(es  ;  alfo 
four  ftrong  fhocks  through  the 
javv's,  foon  after  which  her  fpeech 
returned. 

*  July  23.  On  the  glafs-footed 
ftool  for  the  fpace  of  one  hour: 
fparks  were  drawn  from  her  arms, 
legs,  head,  and  breaft,  "which  for 
the  firll:  time  (he  very  fenfibly  felt ; 
alfo  two  fhocks  through  the  fpine. 
She  could  now  walk  alone  ;  her 
countenance  became  more  florid, 
and  all  her  faculties  feemed  won- 
derfully flrengthened,  and  from 
this  time  fhe  continued  mending  to 
a  flate  of  perfe£l  health. 

'  Every  time  fhe  was  eleflrified 
pofitively,  her  palfe  quickened  to 
a  great  degree,  and  an  eruption, 
much  like  the  itch,  appeared  in 
all   her  joints.'        ^ 

Thus  far  Mr.  Underwood,  To 
complete  the  hiilory  of  this  fingu- 
lar  cafe,  I  this  day  (Ocl.  28.) 
rode  feveral  miles,  on  my  return 
from  the  country,  to  vifit  her; 
and  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  find  her 
in  good  health,  and  the  above  ac- 
count verified  in  every  particular, 
vni\\  this  addition,  that  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  difeafe  fhe  had  but 
flight  twitchings,  attended  with 
running,  flaggei^ing,  and  a  varie- 
ty of  involuntary  gefticulations 
which  diuinguilh   the   St.  Vitus's 


dance,  and  that  thefe  fymptoms 
were  afterwards  fucceeded  by  con- 
vulfions,  which  rendered  it  diffi- 
cult for  two  afnfl:ants  to  keep  her 
in  bed,  and  v^hich  foon  deprived 
her  of  fpeech  and  the  ufe  of  her 
limbs.  The  eruptions  v.hich  ap- 
peared on  the  parts  eleilrified  foon 
receded,  without  producing  any 
return  of  the  fymptoms,  and  there- 
fore could  not  be  called  critical, 
but  merely  the  efFcifl  of  the  eledlri- 
cal  flimulus.  Having  given  her 
parents  fome  general  dirc£lions  as 
to  her  regimen,  &c.  I  took  my 
leave,  with  a  ftrong  injundion  to 
make  me  acquainted  in  cafe  fhe 
fhould  happen  to  relapfe.  Before 
I  conclude,  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per to  obferve,  that  fome  time  ago 
I  was  fortunate  enough  to  cure  a 
boy  who  had  long  had  the  St. 
Vitus's  dance  (though  in  a  much 
lefs  degree)  by  electricity.  A  vio- 
lent convulfive  difeafe,  fomewhat 
flmilar  to  the  above,  though,  if 
I  recolleft  right,  not  attended 
with  the  *  aphonia,'  was  fuccefs- 
fully  treated  in  the  fame  way  by 
Dr.  Watfon,  and  is  recorded  in 
the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions. 
IVIay  we  not  then  conclude,  that 
thele  fads  alone,  and  more  might 
perhaps  he  produced,  are  fufHcient 
to  intitle  eleftricity  to  a  diflin- 
guifhed  place  in  the  clafs  of  antif- 
pafmodics  ? 

I  am.  Sec. 

An  Account  of  a  Remarkable  Imper- 
feciion  of  Sight:     From  the  fatne. 

Rafcn,  May  56,  1777. 
Rev.  Sir, 

RECEIVED  your  favour  ia 
due  ti.me.    I  fhould  have  given, 


*  The  coated  bottle  held  near  a  quart. 


you 
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you  my  anfwer  fooner,  but  have 
been  greatly  affiifted  with  the 
gout.  I  am  very  willing  to  inform 
you  (and  take  your  inquiry  as  a 
favour)  of  my  inability  concern- 
ing colours,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
from  my  own  com-non  obfervation. 

It  is  a  family  failing  :  my  father 
has  exaftly  the  fame  im.pediment : 
my  mother  and  one  of  my  fillers 
wereperfeftin  all  colours:  my  other 
fifter  and  myfelf  alike imperfeft:  my 
laft  mentioned  fifter  has  two  fons, 
both  imperfeft ; — but  (he  has  a 
daughter  who  is  very  perfeft :  I 
have  a  fon  and  daughter,  who 
both  know  all  colours  without  ex- 
ception ;  and  fo  did  their  mother : 
my  mother's  own  brother  had  the 
like  impediment  with  me,  though 
my  mother,  as  mentioned  above, 
knew  all  colours  very  well. 

Now  I  will  inform  you  v/hat  co- 
lours I  have  leaft  knowledge  of 
i  do  not  know  any  green  in  the 
worid ;  a  pink  colour  and  a  pale 
blue  ai'c  alike,  I  do  not  know  one 
from  the  other.  A  full  red  and 
full  green  the  fime,  I  have  often 
thought  them  a  good  match  ; — 
but  yellows  (light,  dark,  and  mid- 
dle) and  all  degrees  of  blue,  ex- 
cept thofe  very  pale,  ccmmcnly 
called  ficy,  I  know  perfedly  well, 
and  can  difcern  a  deficiency,  in 
any  of  thofe  colours,  to  a  particu- 
lar nicety  :  a  fuil  purple  and  deep 
blue  fometimes  baffle  me.  I  mar- 
ried my  daughter  to  a  genteel, 
worthy  man  a  few  years  ago ;  the 
day  before  the  marriage  he  came 
to  my  houfe,  dreiTed  in  a  new  fuic 
of  fine  cloth  cloaths.  I  was  much 
difpleafed  that  he  Should  come  (;is 
I  fuppofed)  in  black;  faid,  "  He 
fhould  go  back  to  charge  his  co- 
lour." But  my  daughter  faid, 
*'  No,  noi  the  colour  is  very  gen- 


teel ;  that  it  was  my  eyes  that  de-* 
ceived  me."  He  was  a  Gentle- 
man of  the  Law,  in  a  fine,  rich 
claret-coloured  drefs,  which  is  as 
much  a  black  to  my  eyes  as  any 
black  that  ever  was  dyed.  She 
has  been  married  feveral  years ; 
no  child  living,  and  my  fon  is 
unmarried;  fo  how  this  impedi- 
ment may  defcend  from  me  is  un- 
known. 

I  have  a  general  good  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  midft  of  this  my  ina- 
bility ;  can  fee  objedls  at  a  dif- 
tance  when  I  am  on  travel  with 
an  acquaintance,  and  can  diilin- 
guifh  the  fize,  figure,  or  fpace, 
equal  to  moft,  and,  I  believe,  as 
quick,  colour  excepted. 

My  bufinefs  was  behind  a  coun- 
ter many  years,  where  1  had  to 
do  with  variety  of  colours.  I  of- 
ten, when  alone,  met  with  a  diffi- 
culty; but  I  commonly  had  a 
fervant  in  the  way  to  attend  me, 
who  made  up  my  deficiency.  I 
have  been  now  feven  years  from 
trade.  My  eyes,  thank  God,  are 
very  good  at  difcerning  men  and 
things. 

If  your  learned  fociety  can 
fearch  out  the  caufe  of  this  very 
extraordinary  infirmity,  and  find  a 
method  for  an  amendment,  you 
will  be  fo  obliging  to  acquaint 
me.     I  am,  &c. 

J.  Scott. 

Jn  Jccount  of  the  IjJand  of  St.  Mi- 
guel ;  iy  Mr.  Francis  Mafon, 
in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  William  Aiton, 
Botanical  Gardener  to  his  Majtjly, 
From  the  fume. 

St.  Miguel,  Aug.  10,  J777. 

S  I  R, 

Have  vifited  the  greateil  part  of 

this    ifland,  and  find   that  its 

produc- 
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produflions  differ  greatly  from 
thofe  of  Madeira,  infomuch  that 
none  of  the  trees  of  the  latter  are 
found  here,  except  the  /aja  :  it 
has  a  nearer  affinity  to  Europe  than 
Africa.  The  mountains  are  co- 
vered with  the  erica  "vulgaris,  and 
.an  elegant  ever-green  llirub  very 
like  a  phillyrca,  which  gives  them 
a  moft  beautiful  appearance.  Not- 
withflanding  this  ifland  has  been 
frequently  vifued  by  Europeans,  I 
cannot  help  communicating  to  you 
a  few  of  its  fin  jularities.  It  is  one 
of  the  principal  and  moil:  fertile  of 
the  Azores,  fomctimes  called  the 
Weftern  Iflands,  of  v/hich  there 
are  nine,  belonging  to  the  crown 
of  Portugal,  and  fituated  about 
500  miles  well  of  Lifbon.  Lon- 
gitude weft  from  London  25  to 
'^l.    Latitude  36  to  to  40  north. 

The  length  of  Sc.  Miguel  is 
about  eighteen  or  twenty  leagues, 
nearly  eaft  to  weft;  its  breadth  is  un- 
equal, not  exceeding  live  leagues, 
and  in  fome  places  not  more  than 
two.  It  contains  about  80,000  in- 
habitants. 

Its  capita!,  the  city  of  Ponta 
del  Guda,  which  contains  about 
12000  inhabitants,  is  fituated  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  on  a 
fine  fertile,  plain  country,  pretty 
regularly  built ;  the  ftreets  ftraight 
and  of  a  good  breadth.  It  is  fup- 
plied  vvich  good  water,  which  is 
brought  about  the  diftance  of  three 
leagues  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains.  The  churches  and 
other  religious  edifices  are,  ele- 
gant and  well  built  for  fuch  an 
iftand.  There  is  a  large  convent 
of  Francifcan  friars,  and  one  of 
the  order  of  St,  Auguftin,  four 
convents  for  profefTed  nuns,  and 
three  recolhi?ncntcs  (houfes  of  re- 
tirehient)  for  young  women  and 
Vol.  XXIL 


widows  who  are  rot  profeffed* 
The  veffels  anchor  in  an  open 
road  ;  but  it  is  not  dangerous,  as 
no  wind  can  prevent  their  going 
to  fea  in  cafe  of  ftormy  weather. 
The  country  round  the  city  is 
plain  for  feveral  miles,  well  culti- 
vated, and  laid  cut  with  good  tafte 
into  fpacious  fields,  which  are 
fown  with  wheat,  barley,  Indian 
corn,  pulfe,  &c.  and  commonly 
produce  annually  two  crops;  for 
as  foon  as  one  is  taken  off,  ano- 
ther is  immediately  fown  in  its 
place.  The  foil  is  remarkably 
gentle  and  eafy  to  work,  being  for 
the  moft  part  compofed  of  pulve- 
rized pumice  ftone.  There  are  in 
the  plains  a  number  of  pleafant 
country  feats,  with  orchards  of 
orange  trees,  which  are  efteemed 
the  beft  in  Europe. 

The  fecond  town  is  Ribeira 
Grande,  fituated  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  ifland,  containing  about  as 
many  inhabitants  as  the  city;  a 
large  convent  of  Francifcan  friars, 
and  one  of  nuns.  It  gives  title 
to  a  count,  called  the  Conde  Ri- 
beira Grande,  who  firft  inftituted 
linen  and  woollen  manufadories  in. 
the  ifland. 

The  third  town  is  Villa  Franca, 
on  the 'fouth  fide  of  the  ifland» 
about  fix  leagues  eaft  of  Ponta  del 
Guda.  It  has  a  convent  of  Fran- 
cifcan friars,  and  one  of  jiuns, 
which  contains  about  three  hun- 
dred. Here,  about  half  a  mile 
from,  the  fhore,  lies  a  fmall  illand 
(Ilhas)  which  is  hollow  in  the 
middle,  and  contains  a  fine  bafon 
with  only  one  entrance  into  it,  fit 
to  hold  fifty  fail  of  vefTeis  fecure 
from  all  v/eather;  at  prefent  it 
wants  cleaning  put,  as  the  win- 
ter's rain  waflies  down  great  quan- 
tities of  earth  into  it,  which  hag 
F  greatly 
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greatly  diminifhed  its  depth.     But     able  is   that  called   the    Ca1deir?y 


tJut 

vefTels   frequently  anchor  between  fuuated  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the 

this  ifland  and  the  main.  valley,  on    a   finali   eminence    by 

Befide  thefe   towns,  are  feveral  the  fide  of  a  river,  on  which  is  a 

fmaller,    'viz,.     Alagoa,    Agoa  de  bafon  about  thirty  feet  in  diame- 

Pao,  Brelanha,  Fanaes  de  Ajuda,  ter,    where   the  water  continually 

and  a  number  of  hamlets,  called  boils  with  prodigious  fury.     A  few 

Liigars,  or  Places.  yards   diilant   from  it  is  a  cavern  ' 

About    four    leagues    north-eaft  in  the  fide  of  ihe   bank,  in   whicb 
from  Villa    Franca,    lies   a   place  the  water  boils  in  a  dreadful  man- 
called  /'wav/j,   being  a  round  deep  ner,  throwing  out  a  th'ck,  nuid- 
valley  in   the   middle   of  the  eail  dy,  undiuous  water   feveral  yards 
part    of    the    ifland,    furrounded  from    its    mouth    with    a    hideous 
with     high     mountains,     which,  noifs.     In  the  miJdle  of  the  rivei 
tiiough  fteep,m3y  be  eafily  afcend-  are  feveral  places  where  the  wattr 
ed    on    hoifeback    by    two   roads,  boils    up  fo    hor,    that   a    perfon 
The    valley    is    about    hve   or    fix  cannot  dip  lus  finger  into  it  with- 
leagues  in  circuit,  the  face  of  the  out  being   I'calded  ;  alfo  along  its 
mountaine,  which  are  very  fteep,  banks    are    feveral    apertures,  out 
is     entirely    covered     with    ever-  of    which    the   ibeam   rifes    to    a" 
greens,    ws:.    myrtles,    laurels,    a  confiderable    height    fo   hot,    that 
large    fpecies    of  bilberry,    called  there  is   no   approaching    it    with 
ura   del  ferra    (mountain    grapes)  one's    hand  :    in    other  places,    a 
&c.  and  numberlefs  rivulets  of  the  perfon  v/ould  think,  that  a  hun- 
pureft  water  run  down    their  fides,  dred  fmiths  bellows  were  blowing 
The  valley  below  is  well  cultivat-  all     together,      and      fulphureous 
ed,  producing  wheat,  Indian  corn,  Ureams  iifaing  out  in  thoufands  of 
flax,  &c.     The  fields  are   planted  places,    fo   that  native  fulphur   is 
round   with    a    beautiful    fort   of  found    in    every    chink,    and   the 
poplars,    which    grow   into   pyra-  ground   covered  with  it   like  hoar 
raidal  forms,    and  by   their  care-  froft ;  even    the  buflies  that  hap 
lefs,  irregular  difpoiliion,  together  pen    to  lay   near  thefe  places   are 
with    the   multitiides   of  rivulets,  covered  with  pure  brimftone,  con- 
which  run  in  all  direftions  through  dcnfing  from  the  ft.^eam  that  iffues 
the   valley,    a    number  of   boiling  out  of  the  ground,  which  in  many 
fountains,   throwing  up  clouds  of  places  is  covered  over  with  a  fub- 
fteam,  a   fine   lake   in    the   fouth-  Itance  like  burned  allum.    In  thefe 
well  part  about  two  leagues  round,  fmall  caverns,    where    the   llream 
compofe  a  profpeft  the  fineft  that  ilTnes  out,    the  people  often    boil 
can  be  imagined.      In    the  bottom  their  yams  (inhames.) 
of  the  valley  the  roads  are  fijiooth         Near  thefe  boiling  fountains  are 
and  eafy,  there  being  no  rocks  but  feveral  mineral  fprings  ;    two,  in 
a  fine  pulverized  pumice  ilone  that  particular,     whofe  waters    have  a 
the  earth  is  compofed  of.  very    Itrong    mineral    quality,    of 
There  are  a  number  of  hot  foun-  an    acid   talk   and    bitter  to   the 


tains  in  different  parts  of  the  val- 
ley, and  alfo  on  the  fides  of   t,  e 
woftntains :  but  the  moll  remark- 
5    ■ 
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About  half  a  mile  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  clofe  by  the  river  fide, 
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are  feveral  hot  fprings,  which  are 
ufed  by  fick  people  with  great  fuc- 
cefs.  AUo  on  the  fide  of  a  hill, 
weft  of  St.  Ann's  Church,  are 
many  others,  with  three  bathing 
houfes,  which  are  commonly  ufed. 
Thefe  waters  are  warm,  although 
not  boiling  hot ;  buc  at  the  fame 
place  ifTue  feveral  ftreams  of  cold 
mineral  water,  by  which  they  are 
tempered,  according  to  every  one's 
liking. 

About  a  mile  fouth  of  this  place, 
and  over  a  low  ridge  of  hills,  lies 
a  fine  lake  about  tVv'o  leagues  in 
circumference,  and  very  deep,  the 
water  thick,  and  of  a  greenilh  co- 
lour. At  the  north  end  is  a  plain 
piece  of  ground,  where  the  ful- 
phureous  ftreams  iffue  out  in 
many  places,  attended  with  a  fur- 
priilng  blowing  noife.  I  could  ob- 
ferve  Itrong  fprings  in  the  lake, 
but  could  not  determine  whether 
they  were  hot  or  cold :  this  lake 
feems  to  have  no  vifible  evacua- 
tion. The  other  fprings  imme- 
diately form  a  confiderable  river, 
called  Riheira  ^e?ite  (hot  river) 
which  runs  a  courfe  about  two  or 
three  leagues  through  a  deep  rent 
in  the  mountain,  on  each  fide  of 
which  are  feveral  places  where  the 
fmoke  iffues  out.  It  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  fea  on  the  fouth 
fide,  near  which  are  feme  places 
where  the  water  boils  up  at  fome 
diftance  in  the  fea. 

This  wonderful  place  had  been 
taken  little  notice  of,  until  very 
lately  ;  fo  little  curiofuy  had  the 
gentlemen  of  the  ifland,  that 
fcarcely  any  of  them  had  feen  it, 
until  of  late  feme  perfons  afili£ted 
with  very  virulent  diforders,  were 
perfuaded  to  try  its  waters,  and 
found  immediate  relief  from  them. 
Since  that  tijne  ithas'becoine  more 


HISTORY.  Sy 

and  more  frequented  ;  feveral  per- 
fons who  had  loft  the  ufe  of  their 
limbs  by  the  dead  palfy  have  been 
cared  ;  and  alfo  others  who  were 
troubled  with  eruptions  on  their 
bodies. 

A  clergyman,  who  was  greatly 
afH idled  with  the  gout,  tiled  the 
faid  waters,  and  was  in  a  fliort 
time  perfectly  cured,  and  has  had 
no  return  fince. 

When  I  was  there  feveral  old 
gentlemen,  who  were  quite  worn 
out  with  the  faid  diforder,  were 
ufing  the  waters,  and  had  received 
incredible  benefit  from  them  ;  in 
particular,  an  old  gentleman, 
about  fixty  years  of  age,  who  had 
been  tormented  with  that  diforder 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  of- 
ten confined  to  his  bed  for  fix 
months  together :  he  had  ufsd 
thefe  waters  about  three  weeks, 
had  quite  recovered  the  ufe  of  his 
limbs,  and  walked  about  in  the 
greateft  fpirits  imaginable.  A  friar 
alfo  who  had  been  troubled  with 
the  faid  diforder  about  twelve 
years,  and  reduced  to  a  cripple, 
by  ufing  them  a  fhort  time  was 
quite  well,  and  went  a  hunting 
every  day.  There  are  many  other 
inftances  of  the  efficacy  of  thefe 
waters,  which  for  the  fake  of  bre- 
vity I  muft  here  omit. 

There  are  feveral  other  hot 
fprings  in  the  ifland,  particularly 
at  Ribeira  Grande  ;  but  they  do 
not  pofTefs  the  fame  virtues,  at 
leaft  not  in  fo  great  a  degree.  The 
eaft  and  weft  parts  of  the  ifland 
rife  into  high  mountains,  but  the 
middle  is  low,  interfperfed  with 
round  conic  hills,  all  of  which 
have  very  recent  marks  of  fire  j 
all  the  parts  below  the  furface  con- 
fiding of  melted  lava  lying  very 
hollow. 

F  z  Mull 
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Mod  of  the  mountains  to  the 
weitward  have  their  tops  hollowed 
out  like  a  punch  bowl,  and  con- 
tain water.  Near  the  weft  end  is 
an  imrnenfe  deep  valley  like  the 
Furnas,  called  the  Sete  Cidcdes 
(the  feven  cities).  This  valley  is 
farrounded  with  very  abrupt  moun- 
tains, about  feven  or  eight  leagues 
round;  in  the  bottom  is  a  deep 
lake  of  water,  about  three  leagues 
in  circuit,  furnifiied  with  a  great 
number  of  water  fowls.  This  wa- 
ter has  no  mineral  quality  ;  neither 
are  there'  any  hot  fprings  in  the 
valley.  All  thefe  mountains  are 
compofed  of  a  v/hite  crumbly 
pumice  ftone,  which  is  fo  ioofe, 
that  if  a  perfon  thiuil  a  Hick  into 
the  banks,  whole  waggon  loads  of 
it  will  tumble  down.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  ifiand  relate  a  ftory, 
that  he  who  firit  difcovered  it  ob- 
ferved  an  extraordinary  high  peak 
rear  the  well  end  ;  but  the  fecond 
time  he  vifited  it  no  fuch  peak  was 
to  be  feen,  which  he  fuppofed 
muil  have  certainly  funk  ;  but 
however  improbable  this  flory 
may  be,  at  fome  period  or  ano- 
ther ic  rauft  have  certainly  been  the 
cafe. 

If  you  fhould  think  the  account 
of  the  mineral  waters  of  any  fer- 
vice  to  the  public,  they  are  very 
welcome  to  it ;  and  (hould  any 
perfon  venture  fo  far  for  his 
health,  a  fmall  ftock  of  the  fuper - 
fluities  of  life  only  need  be  laid  in, 
as  the  iiland  yields  every  necefTary. 
The  Climate  is  very  temperate  : 
the  thermometer  lince  I  have  been 
here  has  been  no  higher  that  ^7°, 
commonly  from  70°  to  75°. 


An  Account  of  the  Figure  and  For- 
matisn  of  the  Earth— Of  Subter' 


raneous  Fire  and  its  EJfeEls  —  Of 
the  Deluge  —  Of  the  Origin  cf 
Mountains,   Continents,   iSc. 

[From  Whitehurft's  Enquiry  into  the  ori- 
ginal State  of  tlie  Earth,] 

AVING  premifed  the  ge- 
neral laws  or  principles  be- 
llowed upon  matter,  let  us  en- 
deavour to  trace  their  operations 
in  forming  the  chaotic  mafs  into 
an  habitable  world. 

The  firft  operation  which  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  our  conception  is  the 
figure  of  the  earth  :  for  accordino; 
to  propofition  the  fccond,  the  fluid 
mafs  no  fooner  began  to  revolve 
upon  its  axis,  than  its  component 
parts  began  to  recede  from  their 
axes  of  motion,  and  thus  conti- 
nued till  the  two  forces  were  equal- 
ly ballanced,  and  the  earth  had 
acquired  its  prefent  oblate  fpheroi- 
dical  form. 

The  component  parts  being  now 
arrived  at  a  ftate  of  refl,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  general  laws  of  mo- 
tion, began  a  fecond  oiperation  by 
means  of  their  affinities  ;  for  par- 
ticles of  a  fi.milar  nature  attradt 
each  other  more  powerfully  than 
thofe  of  a  contrary  affinity  or 
quality. 

Hence  particles  of  air  united 
with  thofe  of  air  ;  thofe  of  water 
v/ith  water;  and  thofe  of  earth 
with  earth ;  and  with  their  union 
commenced  their  fpecificgra\'ities. 

The  uniform  fufpenfion  of  the 
component  parts  being  thus  de- 
llroyed  by  the  union  of  fimilar  par- 
ticles, thofe  bodies  which  w^ere  the 
moft  denfe  began  their  approach 
towards  the  center  of  gravity,  and 
the  others  towards  the  furface. 

Thus  commenced  the  feparatlon 
of  the  chaotic  mafs  into  air,  luater, 
earth,   &.'C. 

Now 
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Now  as  air  is  eight  hundred 
times  lighter  than  water,  it  feems 
to  follow,  by  the  laws  of  italics, 
that  it  became  freed  from  the  ge- 
neral mafs  in  a  like  proportion 
of  time,  fooner  than  water,  and 
formed  a  muddyy  imfure  atmof- 
phere. 

The  procefs  of  feparation  ftill 
goes  on,  and  the  earth  confoli- 
dates  every  day  more  and  more 
towards  its  centre,  and  its  furface 
becomes  gradually  covered  with 
water,  until  one  uni-vei-fal /ea  pre- 
vailed over  the  globe,  perfectly 
pure  and_yf/  for  animal  life. 

.  Thus,  by  the  union  of  fimilar 
particles,  the  component  parts  of 
the  atmofphcre  and  the  ocean 
feem  to  have  been  feparated  from 
the  general  mafs,  afTembled  toge- 
ther, and  furrounded  the  terra- 
queous globe. 

To  the  peculiar  laws  of  attrac- 
tion may  likewife  be  afcribed  that 
famenefs  of  quality  which  prevails 
in  Jirata  of  different  denomina- 
tions, as  calcarious,  argillaceous, 
&c.  and  alfo  the  affemblage  of  all 
other  particles  into  feled  bodies, 
of  metals,  minerals,  falts,  talks, 
fpars,  fiuors,  cryftals,  diamonds, 
rubies,  amethyfts,  <S:c.  and  many 
other  phenomena  in  the  natural 
world. 

Having  thus  defined  the  gene- 
ral laws  or  principles  by  which 
the  component  parts  of  the  chaos 
were  feparated  and  arranged  into 
the  different  claffes  of  air,  water, 
&c.  it  may  not  be  improper  to  re- 
mark, that  as  the  fun  is  the  com- 
mon center  of  gravity,  or  the  go- 
verning principle  in  the  planetary 
fyftem,  the  prefumption  is  great 
that  the  governing  body  was  at 
lead  coeval  with  the  bodies  go- 
verned ; 


Therefore,  as  the  chaos  revolv- 
ed upon  its  axis  during  the  fepa- 
ration of  its  component  parts,  may 
we  not  thence  infer,  that  as  the 
atmofphere  was  progreffively  freed 
from  its  grofs  matter,  light  and 
heat  mud  have  gradually  increaled," 
until  the  fun  became  vifible  in 
the  firmament,  and  Ihone  with  its 
full  lurtre  and  brightnefs  on  the 
face  of  the  new-formed  globe. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  feveral 
days  and  nights  preceded  the  fun's 
appearance  in  the  -heavens.  How 
far  the  refult  of  this  reafoning  may 
illuftrate  the  Mofaic  account,  of 
the  fun  being  created,  or  becom- 
ing vifible,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
creation,  is  moll  humbly  fubmitted 
to  the  confideration  and  candour  of 
the  learned  world. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that 
as  the  feparation  of  the  chaos  was 
owing  to  the  union  of  fimilar  par- 
ticles, it  feems  to  follow,  that  as 
the  central  parts  of  the  earth  were 
fooner  at  rell:  than  the  more  fu- 
perficial  parts  thereof,  that  the 
former  Vvouid  begin  to  confolidate 
before  the  latter,  and  therefore  it 
appears  repugnant  Xo  the  laws  of 
Nature,  that  the  central  part  fhould 
confill  of  water  only,  and  the 
more  fuperficial  part  of  a  fhell 
or  cruft,  as  fome  writers  have  ima- 
gined. 

Having  traced  the  operations  of 
Nature  in  fepaiating  the  chaotic 
mafs  into  air,  earth,  and  water, 
we  have  novv  to  inquire  into  the 
formation  of  the  primitive  iflands. 

To  inveltigate  this  matter,  let 
us  fuppof^,  for  the  prefent,  that 
during  the  feparation  of  the  chaos, 
the  earth  was  perfeftly  free  from 
the  attradive  influence  of  all  other 
bodies  ;  that  nothing  interfered 
with  the  uniform  law  of  its  owa 

■F  3  gravi- 
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gravitation.  It  will  then  follow, 
that  as  the  chaos  was  an  uniform 
pulp,  the  folids  would  equally 
fubfide  from  every  part  of  its  fur- 
face,  and  confequently  become  e- 
qually  covered  with  water. 

On  the  contrary,  if  the  moon 
was  coeval  with  the  earth,  its  at- 
tradive  power  would  greatly  in- 
terfere with  the  uniform  fubfiding 
of  the  folids :  for  as  the  feparation 
of  the  folids  and  fluids  increafed, 
fo,  in  like  manner,  the  tides  would 
increafe,  and  remove  the  folids 
about,  from  place  to  place,  with- 
out any  order  or  regularity. 

Hence,  the  fea  neceflarlly  be- 
came unequally  deep,  and  thofe 
inequalities  daily  increafing,  in 
procefs  of  time  dry  land  would 
appear,  and  divide  the  fea,  which 
had  univerfally  covered  the  earth. 

The  primitive  iflands  being  thus 
raifed,  by  the  flux  and  reflux  of 
the  tides,  as  fand-banks  are  form- 
ed in  the  fea,  we  cannot  fuppofe 
them  to  have  been  of  any  great 
extent  or  elevation,  compared  to 
the  mountains  and  continents  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  earth  : 
therefore  they  can  only  be  confi- 
dered  as  fo  many  protuberances 
gradually  afcending  from  the  deep: 
whence  it  appears,  that  craggy 
rocks  and  impending  fhores  were 
not  then  in  being;  all  was  fmooth, 
even,  and  uniform  ;  ftones,  mine- 
rals, &c.  only  exifted  in  their  ele- 
mentary principles. 

The  primitive  iflands  being  thus 
raifed  above  the  furfate  of  the  fea, 
in  procefs  of  time,  became  firm, 
and  lit  for  animal  or  veeetable 
life.  ^ 

Havinp^  now  confidered  the  for- 
mation of  the  atmofphere,  the  fea 
and  the  land,  I  cannot  pafs  over  in 
filence  the  great  analogy  between 
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the  Mofaic  account  of  the  creatioiL 
and  the  refult  of  phyfical  reifonl 
ings,  in  fo  many  effential  points  q 
for  we  find  the  fame  feries  of  truths 
aflerted  in  Scripture  which  are 
here  deduced  from  the  univerfal 
laws  and  operations  of  Nature. 

From  this  obvious  agreement  of 
revelation  with  reafon,  may  we 
not  conclude,  that  they  both  flow 
from  the  fame  fountain,  and  the'-e- 
fore  cannot  operate  in  contradiftion 
to  each  other  }  Confequently,  by 
which  ever  means  the  fame  truths 
are  brought  to  light,  be  it  by  rea- 
fon or  re'uelafion,  they  will  perfed- 
ly  coincide,  and  that  coincidence 
may  be  confldered  as  a  teitimony 
of  the  truth  of  each. 

The  inftances  we  find  recorded 
of  volcanos,  and  their  efi"eds,  leave 
no  room  to  doubt  the  exifimce, 
force,  and  i?nmenfty  of  fubterrane- 
ous  fires  ;  not  only  under  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ocean,  but  likewife  un- 
der mountains,  continents,  &-c.  in 
all  parts  of  the  world. 

But  from  what  principles  they 
were  generated,  at  what  dillance 
of  time  from  the  creation  of  the 
world,  or  whether  nearer  to  its 
centre  or  to  its  furface,  is  perhaps 
not  afcertainable,  whiJfl:  the  phe- 
nomena of  fire  remain  in  fo  much 
obfcurity :  for,  according  to  the 
celebrated  chymift  M.  Macquer, 
an  accurate  diliindion  has  not 
yet  been  made  betvveen  the  phe- 
nomena of  fire  adually  exiiling 
as  a  principle  in  the  compofition 
of  bodies,  and  thofe  which  it 
exhibits  when  exifling  feparate- 
ly  in  its  natural  ftate  :  nor  have 
proper  and  dillind  appellations 
been  afllgned  to  it  under  thofe 
difi^erent  circumftances :"  there- 
fore, neither  the  time,  the  place, 
nor  the  mo(ie,  in  which  fubterra- 
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neous  fire  was  generated,  can  be 
Irulv  afcertained. 

However,  this  we  know  moft 
aJTuredly,  that  a  certain  degree  of 
moifture  and  drynefs  are  produiflive 
of  fire  in  the  vegetable  and  mine- 
ral kingdoms ;  and  likewife,  that 
thofe  fires  are  generated  from  the 
firfl  increment  of  heat,  and  gra- 
dually increafe  to  their  full  matu- 
rity. Therefore,  if  we  were  "al- 
lowed to  reafon  from  the  analogy 
one  part  of  nature  bears  to  ano- 
ther, we  fl"iould  conclude,  that  fub- 
terraneous  fire  was  generated  from 
the  fame  elementary  principles, 
and  alfo  gradually  increafed  to  its 
full  maturity. 

Having  premifcd  thefe  matters, 
let  us  teturn  to  the  chaotic  ftate 
of  the  earth,  and  endeavour  to 
trace  the  progreffive  operations  of 
fubterraneous  fire,  from  its /';y?  in- 
crement of  heat,  and  mark  its  ef- 
fefts  on  the  incumbent  Jlraia. 

1.  If  a  certain  degree  of  moif- 
ture and  drynefs  were  equally  as 
neceffary  to  the  produftion  of  fire 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  as  in 
the  vegetable  and  mineral  king- 
doms, it  feems  to  follow,  that 
thofe  parts  of  the  globe  which  firft 
began  to  confolidate,  were  alfo  the 
firft  which  began  to  generate  fire  : 
therefore  as  the  central  parts  began 
to  confolidate  fooner  than  the  more 
fuperficial  parts,  there  is  fome  pro- 
bability that  they  were  the  firft  ig- 
nited. 

2.  It  has  alfo  been  obferved,  that 
as  the  earth  began  to  confolidate 
by  the  union  of  fimilar  particles, 
an  univerfal  famenefs  prevailed 
either  in  the  fame  Jlratum,  or  in 
the  central  part  of  the  earth  : 
whence  it  appears,  that  fubterra- 
neous fire  was  generated  univer- 
fally  in  the  fame  point  of  time. 


either  in  the  fame  ftrcJum  or  in 
the  central  part  of  the  earth,  and 
gradually  increafed  to  its  full  ma- 
turity, 

3.  All  bodies  expand  with  hear, 
and  the  force  or  power  of  that  law 
is  unlimited  :  therefore,  as  fub- 
terraneous fire  increafed,  its  ex- 
panfive  force  would  gradually  in- 
creafe until  it  became  equal  to  the 
incumbent  weight.  Gravity  and 
expanfion  being  then  equal,  and 
the  latter  continuing  to  increafe, 
became  fuperior  to  the  former,  and 
diftended  the  incumbent_/?r^/i3,  as 
a  bladder  forcibly  blown. 

4.  Now  if  this  fire  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  (hell,  or  cruft  of 
equal  thicknej's,  and  oi  equal  dcnfity , 
its  incumbent  '-Meight  muft  have  been 
equal :  on  the  contrary,  if  the  fur- 
rounding  fhell  or  cruft  were  un- 
equally thick,  or  unequally  denfe,  its 
incumbent  weight  muft  have  been 
unequal. 

5.  Hence  it  appears,  that  as  the 
primitive  iflands  were  uniform 
protuberances  gradually  afcending 
from  the  deep,  the  incumbent 
weight  muft  have  been  unequal  ; 
for  as  the  fpecific  gravity  of  ftone, 
fand,  or  mud,  is  greater  than  that 
of  water,  the  incumbent  weight 
of  the  former  muft  have  been 
greater  than  that  of  the  latter  ; 
confequently  the  bottom  of  the 
fea  would  afcend  by  the  expanfive 
force  of  the  fubterraneous  fire 
fooner  than  the  iflands,  whi,ch 
would  therefore  become  more  or 
lefs  deluged,  as  the  bottom  of  the 
fea  was  more  or  lefs  elevated  ;  and 
this  effeft  muft  have  been  more  or 
lefb  univerfal,  as  the  fire  prevailed 
mo  e  or  lefs  univerfally,  either  in 
the  {&me  Jlra!uin,  or  in  the  central 
part  of  the  earth.  Therefore, 
fince  it  appears,    chat   fubterrane- 
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cus  fire  operated  uiiiverfally  in  the 
fame  Jiratiim,  with  the  fame  de- 
gree of  force,  it  appears  much 
more  probable,  that  the  deluge 
prevailed  univerfally  over  the 
earth,  than  partially ;  and  more 
cfpecially  when  we  coniider  the 
elevation  of  the  antediluvian  hills. 
But  more  of  this  hereafter. 

But  the  tragical  fcene  endeth 
not  with  an  univerfal  flood,  and 
the  dcllruflion  of  terreftrial  ani- 
inals  :  for  the  expanlive  force  of 
fubterraneous  fire,  ftill  increaHng, 
became  fuperior  to  the  incumbent 
njosight  and  cohefion  of  the  jlrata, 
which  were  then  burlt,  and  opened 
a  com niunicfi lion  between  the  two 
oceans  of  melted  matter  and  wa- 
ter. 

The  two  elements  coming  thus 
into  contail,  the  latter  weald  be 
JnftantaneouHy  converted  into 
fleam,  and  produce  an  explofion 
infinitely  beyond  all  human  con- 
ception ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  expanfive  force  of  water  thus 
converted  into  fteam  exceeds  that 
of  gunpowder  in  the  proportion  of 
fourteen  thoufand  to  five  hun- 
dred. 

The  terracfueous  globe,  being 
th*]s  burft  in  CO  millions  of  frag- 
ments, and  from  a  caufe  appa- 
rently feated  nearer  to  its  center 
than  its  furface,  muft  certainly,  be 
thrown  into  ftrange  heaps  of  ruins : 
for  the  fragments  of  the  ftrata  thus 
blown  up,  could  not  poffibly  fall 
together  again  into  their  primitive 
order  and  regularity  :  therefore  an 
infinite  number  of  fubterraneous 
caverns  muft  have  been  formed, 
probably  many  miles,  or  many 
}}undreds  ^of  miles  below  the  boc- 
jom  of  the  antediluvian  Tea. . 

Mow  it  is  ?afy  to  conceive,  when 
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a  body  of  fuch  an  immenfe  mag- 
nitude as  the  earth  was  thus  reda- 
ced  to  an  heap  of  ruins,  that  its 
incumbent  ivater  would  immediate- 
ly defcend  into  the  caverns  and 
interlaces  thereof;  and  by  ap- 
proaching fo  much  nearer  towards 
the  center,  than  in  its  antediluvian 
ftate,  much  of  the  terreftrial  fur- 
face  would  be  left  naked  and  ex- 
pofed,  with  all  its  horrid  gulphs, 
craggy  rock?,  mountains,  and. other 
diforderly  appearances. 

Thus  the  primitive  ftate  of  the 
Earth  feems  to  have  been  totally 
metamorphofed  by  the  firft  con- 
vulfion  of  Nature,  at  the  time  of 
the  deluge  ;  \ii  Jtraia  broken,  and 
thrown  into  every  poftible  degree 
of  confufion  and  diforder.  Thus, 
thofe  mighty  eminences  the  Alps, 
the  Andes,  the  Pyrenean  moun- 
tains, &c.  were  brought  from  be- 
neath tlie  great  deep — the  fea  re- 
tired from  thofe  vaft  trafts  of  land, 
the  continents  —  became  fathom- 
lefs ;  environed  with  craggy  rocks,, 
cliffs,  and  impending  fhores ;  and 
its  bottom  fpread  over  with  moun- 
tains and  vallies  like  the  land. 

It  is  further  to  beobferved  of  the 
horrid  effcfts  of  this  convulfion  — 
that  as  the  primitive  iilands  were 
mort  pOK'derous  and  lefs  ek'vatcd ih'dw 
the  bottom  of  the  fea,  the  former 
would  more  inftantaneoufly  iubfide 
into  the  ocean  of  melted  matter, 
than  the  latter :  therefore,  in  all 
probability,  they  became  the  bot- 
tom of  the  poftdiluvian  fea  :  and 
the  bottom  of  the  antediluvian  fea 
b;;ing  more  elevated,  was  converted 
into  the  poftdiluvian  mountains, 
continents,  kc.  This  conjeflure 
is  remarkably  confirmed  by  the 
vaft  number  of  foflil  ftiells,  and 
other  marine  exuvia-,  found  imbed- 
ded 
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ded  near  the  tops  of  mountains, 
and  the  interior  parts  of  continents, 
far  remote  from  the  fea,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  hitherto  ex- 
plored. 

The  above  phenomena  have  ge- 
nerally been  afcribed  to  the  efFeds 
of  an  univerfal  flood  ;  but  Vv'e  pre- 
fume  fuch  conclufions  were  too 
haftily  drawn  :  for  it  manifeftly 
appears,  upon  a  more  ftridl  exami- 
nation of  the  various  circumftances 
accompanying  thefe  marine  bodies; 
that  they  were  aftually  generated, 
li^ued,  and  died,  in  the  very  beds 
wherein  they  are  found  ;  and  that 
thofe  beds  were  originally  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ocean,  though  now 
elevated  feveral  miles  above  its  le- 
vel. Thus  we  find  a  further  agree- 
ment between  natural  phenomena 
and  the  laws  of  Nature. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  moun- 
tains and  continents  were  not  pri- 
mary produftions  of  Nature  ;  but 
of  a  very  diftant  period  of  time 
from  the  creation  of  the  world. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  objected, 
that  many  of  the  above  fofiil  bodies 
are  natives  of  very  dlftant  regions 
of  the  earth,  and  could  not  have 
exifted  in  climates  wherein  they 
are  found,  according  to  the  prefent 
conftitution  of  Nature. 

To  avoid  prolixity,  in  the  invef- 
tigation  of  the  deluge,  &c.  many 
intereiVing  phenomena  refpefting 
earthquakes  have  been  omitted  : 
we  fhall,  therefore,  take  this  op- 
portunity of  introducing  fome  of 
them,  before  we  proceed  to  Ihew 
the  improbability  of  a  fecond  uni- 
verfal flood. 

I.  Previous  to  an  eruption  of 
Vefuvius,  the  fea  retires  from  its 
adjacent  fhore?,  and  leaves  its  bot- 
tom dry,  till  the  mountain  is  burft 


open,  when  the  water  returns  to 

its  former  boundary. 

2.  Before  volcanos  burfi:  open 
the  bottom  of  the  fea,  the  water 
rifes  in  thofe  places,  confidcrably 
above  its  former  level,  runs  in 
mountainous  waves  towards  the 
lefs  elevated  parts,  and  deluges 
diftant  Ihores. 

3.  The  earth  is  frequently  burft 
open  many  miles  in  length,  and 
difcharges  fuch  vafl  quantities  of 
water  as  to  deluge  the  adjacent 
countries,  of  which  we  have  had 
feveral  inftances,  both  in  Europe 
and  South  America.  In  the  year 
1 63 1,  feveral  towns  were  deftroyed 
by  an  eruption  of  boiling  water 
from  Vefuvius  ;  and  in  the  year 
1755,  an  immenfe  torrent  of  boil- 
ing water  flowed  from  ^tna,  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  broad,  down  to 
its  bafe.  See  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton's 
Obfervations  on  Vefuvius  and^t- 
na,  p.  §2. 

4.  Eruptions  are  generally  ac- 
companied with  thunder  and  light- 
ning, and  fucceeded  by  inceffant 
rains. 

5.  On  the  I  ft  of  November 
1755,  the  memorable  sera  of  the 
earthquake  at  T,ifbon,  not  only 
the  fea,  but  lakes  and  ponds  were 
violently  agitated  all  over  Europe. 
See  Philof.  Tranf.  vol.  79. 

Moft  of  thefe  phenomena  teftify 
the  immenfe  force  of  fteam  gene- 
rated by  melted  matter  and  water, 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ;  for,  ia 
the  iirft  inftance.  Mount  Vefuvius 
and  its  adjacent  fliores  being  more 
elevated  by  the  fteams,  than  the 
bottom  of  the  diftant  feaj  the 
water  retreats  from  the  fhores  to- 
wards the  lefs  elevated  parts,  and 
leaves  its  bottom  dry.  When  the 
fteams  find  vent,  by  the  eruption, 
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the  mountain  fubfides  to  its  former 
Jfivel,  and  the  v.ater  returns  to  the 
fliore. 

The  fecond  inftance  fliews,  that 
the  bottom  of  the  fea  is  more  ele- 
vated than  the  land  ;  therefore  the 
water  retires,  in  moantairious 
waves,  towards  the  lefs  elevated 
parts,  and  overflow's  the  coaft. 

The  third  is  not  only  a  corro- 
borating inilance,  to  ihew  the  ex- 
pan  five  force  of  fieam  ;  but  like- 
wife  coincides  with  the  Mofaic  de- 
scription of  the  deluge,  "  the  foun- 
**  tcdm  of  the  great  deep  nvere  broken 
*'  upr 

The  fourth  feems  to  have  forae 
analogy  to  that  dreadful  event. 

The  fifth  phenomena  feems  to 
arife  from  the  fame  caufe.  When 
xX\cjirata  incumbent  on  the  melted 
matter  are  elevated  by  the  force  of 
lleam  ;  the  impending  roof  is  ap- 
parently feparated  from  the  liquid 
mafs  ;  and  this  feparation  may  be 
laterally  extended  to  the  diftance 
of  many  miles  from  the  original 
fource  of  the  fteam,  according  to 
its  quantity,  and  degree  of  its  ex- 
panfive  force. 

Now  if  thefe  conjcftures  are 
true,  the  confequences  thence  arif- 
ing  are  roanifeft.  The  Jlrata  im- 
mediately oyer  the  (learn  firft  ge- 
nerated being  more  elevated  than 
thofe  in  the  a^Tt  of  feparation,  the 
horizontal  pofition  of  the  earth's 
furface  mult  confequently  be  alter- 
ed, fo  as  to  produce  an  undulation 
of  the  water  in  lakes,  ponds,  &c. 
as  in  veiTels  fuddenly  elevated  on 
one  fide  more  than  on  the  other  ; 
and  thus  continue  in  motion,  alter- 
nately overflowing  the  oppofite 
banks,  until  the  mornenium  acquir- 
ed by  the  firll  impuife  is  gradually 
overcome. 


That  fteam  is  the  principal  agent  j 
whence  thefe  phenomena  arife,  I  a| 
prcfume  will  be  readily  granted 
by  thofe  who  have  carefully  at- 
tended to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Michell's 
obfervations  on  the  caufe  of  earth- 
quakes. Now,  as  one  of  the  pro- 
perties of  fteam  is  condenfation  by  a 
fmall  degree  of  cold,  the  fame  de- 
gree of  exi'anfive  force  can  only 
exift  during  the  fame  degree  of 
heat  :  therefore  the  incumbent 
weight  cannot  become  elevated  to 
any  greater  diftance  than  fubter- 
raneous  fire  is  continued.  This 
being  granted,  it  feems  to  follow, 
that  as  the  waters  were  thus  agitat- 
ed on  the  I  ft  of  November  1755, 
through  an  extent  of  country  not 
lefs  than  3000  miles,  there  muft 
have  been  one  continued  uninter- 
rupted mafs  of  melted  matter  of 
the  fame  extent  at  leaft.  And  this 
idea  feems  to  be  corroborated  by  ij 
thofe  vaft  explofions  which  were  i 
heard  in  fome  of  the  Derbyfhire 
mines,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning  fo  fatal  to  Lifbon. 

The  above  examples  ferve  to  il- 
luftrate  the  powerful  and  extenfive 
eftefts  of  fteam,  produced  by  melt- 
ed matter  and  water :  truths  well 
known  to  founders,  particularly  to 
thofe  converfant  in  cafting  gold, 
filver,  copper,  brafs,  and  iron. 
*'  About  fixty  years  ago,  a  me- 
**  lancholy  accident  happened 
*'  from  the  cafting  of  brafs  cannon, 
"  at  Windmill- Hill,  Moorfields, 
**  where  many  fpedlators  were  af- 
"  fembled  to  fee  the  metal  run 
"  into  the  moulds.  The  heat  of 
"  the  metal  of  the  firft  gun  drove 
"  fo  much  damp  into  the  mould  of 
"  the  fecond,  which  was  near  it, 
"  that  as  foon  as  the  metal  was  let 
"  into  it,  it  blew  up  with  the 
•'  greatell 


NATURAL    HISTORY. 


"  greatcft  violence,  tearing  up  the 
"  ground  fome  feet  deep,  breaking 
*'  down  the  furnace,  untiling  the 
"  houfe,  killing  many  people  on 
"  the  fpot  with  the  ftreams  of 
**  melted  metal,"  &c.  See  Cra- 
"  nier's  Art  of  Affaying  Metals. 
Englilh  tranflation,  p.  323. 

The  inflammable  vapour  or 
damp,  in  miiies,  occafions  vio- 
lent explofions  ;  but  they  are  only 
momentary,  as  the  firing  of  gun- 
powder. On  the  contrary,  thofe 
from  volcanos  frequently  continue 
many  months,  with  great  violence, 
which  plainly  fhews  that  thofe 
ftreams  mull  be  continually  gene- 
rating from  the  above  caufes. 

P.  S.  As   the   diHention  of  the 
Jlrata,  obferved  in  the  former  part 
of  this  chapter,  may  appear  highly 
improbable  to  fome  readers,  I  take 
this   opportunity  of    reciting   the 
Reverend  Mr.  Michell's  obferva- 
tions  on  the  elafticity  and   com- 
preiTibility  of  Itone,  &c.  mention- 
ed  In   his    excellent    Treatife    on 
Earthquakes,  note,  p.  34,  as  fol- 
lows :   "  The  compreffibility   and 
"  elaflicity  of  the  earth  are  qua- 
**  lities  which  do  not  {hew  them- 
"  felves  in    any  great  degree  in 
"  common    inftances,   and  there- 
*''  fore  are  not  commonly  attended 
*'  to.     On  this  account  it  is  that 
*•  few    people    are    aware    of  the 
"  great   extent  of  them,    or  the 
"  effefts    that     may    arife    from 
"  them,    where    exceeding   large 
"  quantities    of  matter  are    con- 
"  cerned,    and    where    the    com- 
"  preffive  force  is  immenfely  great. 
"  The  compreffibility  and  elafti- 
*'  city  of  the  earth   may  be  col- 
"  lefted,   in  fome  meafure,  from 
"  the    vibration    of   the   walls  of 
"  houfes,  occafioned  by  the  paf- 
"  fmg  of  carriages  in  the  ilreets 


"  next  to  them.  Another  in- 
**  ftance,  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
"  may  be  taken  fioni  the  vibra- 
"  tion  of  fteeples,  occafioned  by 
"  the  ringing  of  bells,  or  by  guib 
"  of  wind;  not  only  fpi  res  are  mo- 
"  ved  very  confiderably  by  this 
**  means,  but  even  llrong  towers 
"  will  fonietimes  be  made  to  vi- 
"  brate  feveral  inches,  without 
*'  any  disjointing  of  the  mortar, 
*'  or  rubbing  the  ilcnes  againll  one 
"  another.  Now,  it  is  manifeft, 
"  that  this  could  not  happen, 
"  without  a  confiderable  degree 
"  of  compreffibility  and  elallicity 
"  in  the  materials  of  which  they 
"  are  compofed." 

Now,  if  fo  fhort  a  length  of 
{lone  as  that  of  a  fleeple,  vifibly 
bends,  by  fo  fmall  a  degree  of 
force  as  the  ringing  of  bells,  or  a 
blaft  of  wind ;  may  we  not  con- 
clude, that  t\it  Jlrata,  in  the  pri- 
mitive ftate  of  the  earth,  might 
become  confiderably  diftended,  by 
an  unlimited  force,  and  therefore 
occafion  an  univerlal  deluge,  ac- 
cording to  the  preceding  conclu- 
fion.  Since  it  appears,  that  if  a 
globe  80  inches  diameter  only, 
fufFered  a  degree  of  expanfion  e- 
qual  to  the  thicknefs  of  a  human 
hair ;  the  fame  degree  of  heat,  by 
analogy,  would  have  raifed  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean  one-fourth 
of  a  mile ;  which  is  above  four 
times  higher  than  the  primitive 
iflands  were  fuppofed  to  have  been 
elevated  above  the  furface  of  the 
fea. 

An  Account  of  an  Infant  MuJiciaUy 
hy  Dr.^uxnty,   F.R.S. 

[From  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions.  j 

THAT  reafon  begins  to  dawn, 
and  reflexion  to  operate,  in 
fome 
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fome  children  much  fooner  than  in 
others,  muft  be  known  to  every 
one  who  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  compiring  the  faculties  of  one 
child  with  thofe  of  another.  It 
has,  however,  feldom  been  found, 
that  the  fenfes,  by  which  incelli- 
gence  is  communicated  to  the 
niind,  advance  \vi:h  even  pace  to- 
wards perfection.  The  eye  and 
the  ear,  for  inOance,  which  feeni 
to  afford  re?fon  its  principal  fup- 
plies,  mature  at  diffti ent  periods, 
in  proportion  to  exf  icife  and  ex- 
perience ;  and  not  only  arrive  at 
different  degrees  of  peifedion  du- 
ring the  ftages  of  infancy,  but 
have  different  limits  at  every  pe- 
riod of  human  life.  An  eye  or  ear 
that^oniy  ferves  the  common  pur- 
pofes  of  exiftence  is  intitled  to  no 
praife  ;  and  it  is  only  by  extraor- 
dinary proofs  of  quicknefs  and 
difcrimination  in  the  ufe  of  thefe 
fenfes,  that  an  early  tendency  to 
the  art  of  painting  or  mufic  is 
difcovered. 

Many  children,  indeed,  feem  to 
recognize  different  forms,  perfons, 
founds,  and  tones  of  voice,  in  very 
early  infincv,  who  never  after- 
wards endeavour  to  imitate  forms 
by  delineation,  or  founds  by  vocal 
inflexions. 

As  drawing  or  defign  may  be 
called  a  refinement  of  the  fenfe  of 
light,  and  praftical  mufic  of  that 
of  hearing  ;  and  as  a  perfeflion  in 
thefe  arts  at  every  period  of  life, 
from  the  difficulty  of  its  attain- 
ment, and  the  dtlight  it  affords 
to  the  admirers  and  judges  of 
both,  is  treated  with  refped,  a 
premature  difpofition  to  either  u- 
f'jally  excites  the  fame  kind  of 
wonder  as  a  phenomenon  or  pro- 
digy. 


But  as  perfons  coniSummate  in 
thefe  arts,  and  v/ho  are  acquainted 
with  the  ufual  difiicuhies  which 
impede  the  rapid  progrefs  of  com- 
mon ftudents,  can  only  judge  of 
the  miraculous  parts  of  a  child's' 
knowledge  or  performance,  it  will 
be  necefiary,  before  I  fpeak  of  the 
talents  peculiar  to  the  child  who 
is  the  fubjeft  of  the  prefent  in- 
quiry, to  diftinguifli,  as  far  as  ex- 
perience and  obfervation  Ihall  en- 
able me,  between  a  common  and 
fupernatural  difpofition,  during  in- 
fancy, towards  the  art  of  mufic. 

In  general  a  child  is  not  thought 
capable  of  profiting  from  the  in- 
ftrudions  of  a  mufic-m after  till  five 
or  fix  years  old,  though  many  have 
difcovered  an  ear  capable  of  being 
pleafed  with  mufical  tones,  and  a 
voice  that  could  imitate  them, 
much  fooner.  The  lullaby  of  a 
nurfe  during  the  firft  months  of  a 
child's  exiftence  has  been  found  to 
fubdue  peeviftnefs,  and,  perhaps, 
divert  attention  from  pain  ;  and  in 
the  fecond  year  it  has  often  hap- 
pened, that  a  child  has  not  only 
been  more  diverted  with  one  tune 
or  feries  of  founds  than  another, 
but  has  had  fufficient  power  over 
the  organs  of  voice  to  imitate  the 
inflexions  by  which  it  is  formed; 
and  thefe  early  proofs  of  what  is 
commonly  called  mufical  genius  ^ 
w  ould  doubtlefs  be  more  frequent- 
ly difcovered  if  experiments  were 
made,  or  the  mothers  or  nurfes 
were  mufically  curious.  How, 
ever,  fpontaneous  efforts  at  form- 
ing a  tune,  or  producing  harmony 
upon  an  inftrument  fo  early,  have 
never  come  to  my  knowledge. 

The  arts  being  governed  by  laws 
built  on  fuch  productions  and  ef, 
fefts  as  the  moft  poliftied  part  of 
-         inankin4* 
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mankind  have  long  agreed  to  call 
excellent,  can  make  but  fmall  ap- 
proaches towards  perfcdlion  in  a 
flate  of  nature,  however  favour- 
able may  be  the  difpoHtion  of 
thofe  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  gifted 
with  an  uncommoa  tendency  to- 
wards their  cultivation.  Nature 
never  built  a  palace,  painted  a 
picture,  or  mads  a  tune  :  thefe  are 
all  works  of  art.  And  with  refpedl 
•  to  architefture  and  mufic,  there 
are  no  models  in  nature  which  can 
encourage  imitation  :  and  though 
there  is  a  wild  kind  of  mufic  among 
favages,  where  paflion  vents  itfelf 
in  lengthened  tones  different  from 
thofe  of  fpeech,  yet  thefe  rude  ef- 
fuffions  can  afford  no  pleafure  to  a 
cultivated  ear,  nor  would  be  ho- 
noured in  Europe  with  any  better 
title  than  the  bowlings  of  animals 
of  an  inferior  order  to  mankind. 

All  therefore  that  is  really  ad- 
mirable in  early  attempts  at  mu- 
fic is  the  power  of  imitation  ;  for 
elegant  melody  and  good  harmony 
can  only  be  fuch  as  far  as  they 
correfpond  with  or  furpafs  their 
models  :  and  as  melody  confifts  in 
the  happy  arrangement  of  fingle 
founds,  and  harmony  in  the  arti- 
ficial combination  and  fimultane- 
ous  ufe  of  them,  an  untaught  mu- 
fician  becomes  the  inventor  of 
both  ;  and  thofe  who  are  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  infancy  of  fuch 
melody  and  harmony  as  conftitute 
modern  mufic,  can  alone  form  an 
idea  of  the  rude  ftate  of  both  when 
an  individual  difcovers  them  by 
the  flow  procefs  of  experiment. 

Every  art  when  firft  difcovered 
feems  to  rcfemble  a  rough  and 
fhapelefs  mafs  of  marble  jufl  hewn 
put  of  a  quarry,  which  requires 
the  united  and  fucceffive  endea- 
vours of  many  labourers  to  form 


and  poliOi.  The  zeal  and  aftlvity 
«of  a  fingle  workman  can  do  but 
little  towards  its  completion  ;  and 
in  mufic  the  undircded  efforts  of 
an  infant  mull  be  iHll  more  cir- 
cumfcribed  :  for,  without  the  aid 
of  reafon  and  perfeverance  he  can 
only  depend  on  memory  and  a  pre- 
mature delicacy  and  acutenefs  of 
ear  for  his  guides  ;  and  in  thefe 
particulars  the  child  of  whom  I 
am  going  to  fpeak  is  truly  wonder- 
ful. 

William  Crotch  was  born  at 
Norwich,  July  5,  1775.  His  fa- 
ther, by  trade  a  carpenter,  having 
a  pafTion  for  mufic,  of  which  how- 
ever he  had  no  knowledge,  under- 
took to  build  an  organ,  on  which, 
as  foon  as  it  would  fpeak,  he  learn- 
ed to  play  two  or  three  common 
tunes,  fuch  as  God fa'-ve great  George 
our  king ;  Let  ambition  fire  thy  mindi 
and  The  Eafier  Hymn  ;  with  which, 
and  fuch  chords  as  were  pleafing 
to  his  ear,  he  ufed  to  try  the  per- 
feflion  of  his  inftrument. 

I  have  been  favoured  with  feve- 
ral  particulars  concerning  his  fon's 
firft  attention  to  mufic  from  Robert 
Partridge,  Efquire,  a  gentleman  of 
rank  in  the  Corporation  o^  Nor- 
wich, who,  at  my  requeft,  has 
been  fo  obliging  as  to  afcertain 
many  curious  fads,  the  truth  of 
which,  had  they  relied  merely  on 
the  authority  of  the  child's  father 
or  mother,  might  have  been  fuf- 
pefted  ;  and  tranfadions  out  of 
the  common  courfe  of  nature  can- 
not be  too  fcrupuloully  or  minute- 
ly proved. 

My  correfpondent,  of  whofe  in- 
telligence and  veracity  I  have  the 
highell  opinion,  tells  me,  that  I 
may  reft  affared  of  the  authenti- 
city of  fuch  circumflances  as  he 
relates  from    the  information    of 

the 
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the  child's  father,  who  is  an  in- 
genious mechanic,  of  good  repu- 
tation, whom  he  knows  very  well, 
and  frequently  employs,  a;  thefe 
circumftances  are  confirmed  by  the 
teftimory  of  many  who  were  wit- 
nelfes  of  the  child's  early  per- 
formance ;  and  he  adds,  that  he 
has  himfelf  feen  and  heard  moft 
of  the  xsry  extraordinary  efforts 
of  his  genin?. 

About  Chriftmas  1776,  when 
the  child  was  only  a  year  and  a 
half  old.  he  difcovered  a  great  in- 
cllnation  for  mufic,  by  leaving 
even  his  food  to  attend  to  it  when 
the  organ  was  playing:  and  about 
Midfummer  1777,  he  would  touch 
the  key-note  of  his  particular  fa- 
vourite tunes,  in  order  to  per- 
fuade  his  father  to  play  them. 
Soon  after  this,  as  he  was  unable 
to  name  thefe  tunes,  he  would 
play  the  two  or  three  firft  notes  of 
them  when  he  thought  the  key- 
note did  not  fufficiently  explain 
which  he  wifhed  to  have  played. 

But,  according  to  his  mother, 
it  feems  to  have  been  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  having  heard  the 
fuperior  performance  of  Mrs.  Lul- 
man,  a  mufical  lady,  who  came 
to  try  his  father's  organ,  and  who 
not  only  played  on  it,  but  fung  to 
her  own  accompanyment,  that  he 
firft  attempted  to  play  a  tune  him- 
felf: for,  the  fame  evening,  after 
her  departure,  the  child  cried, 
and  was  fo  peevifn  that  his  mother 
was  wholly  unable  to  appeafe  him. 
At  length,  paffing  through  the 
dining-room,  he  fcreamed  and 
Itruggled  violently  to  go  to  the 
organ,  in  which',  when  he  was  in- 
dulged, he  eagerly  beat  down  the 
keys  with  his  little  fifts,  a?  other 
children  ufually  do  after  finding 
themfclves  able  to  produce  anoife. 


which  pleafes  them  more  than  the 
artificial  performance  of  real  me- 
lody or  harmony  by  others. 

The  next  day,  howe\er,  being 
left,  while  his  mother  went  out, 
in  the  dining-room  with  his  bro- 
ther, a  youth  of  about  fourteen 
years  old,  he  would  not  let  him 
rell  till  he  blew  the  bellows  of  the 
organ,  while  he  fat  on  liis  knee 
and  beat  down  the  keys,  at  firft 
promifcuoufly ;  but  prefently,  with 
one  hand,  he  played  enough  of 
God  Jh-z'e  great  George  o/<r  King 
to  awaken  the  curiofity  of  his  fa- 
ther, who  being  in  a  garret,  which 
was  his  work-fliop,  haltened  down 
fiairs  to  inform  himfelf  who  was 
playing  this  tune  on  the  organ. 
When  he  found  it  was  the  child, 
he  could  hardly  believe  what  he 
heard  and  faw.  At  this  time  he 
was  exatlly  two  years  and  three 
weeks  old,  as  appears  by  a  copy 
I  have  obtained  of  the  regifter  in 
the  parifn  of  St.  George's  Colgate, 
Norwich,  figned  by  the  reverend 
Mr.  Tapps,  Minilier.  Nor  can 
the  age  of  this  child  be  fuppofed 
to  exceed  this  account  by  thofe 
who  have  feen  him,  as  he  has  not 
only  all  the  appearance,  but  the 
manners,  of  an  infant,  and  can  no 
more  be  prevailed  on  to  play  by 
perfuafion  than  a  b'rd  tofing. 

It  is  eafy  to  account  for  God 
fa've  great  George  our  King  being 
the  firft  tune  he  attempted  to 
play,  as  it  was  not  only  that 
which  his  father  often  performed, 
but  had  been  moft  frequently  ad- 
mmiflered  to  him  as  a  narcotic  by 
his  mother,  during  the  firft  year 
of  his  life.  It  had  likewife  been 
more  magnificently  played  than  he 
was  accuftomed  to  hear  by  Mrs., 
Lulman,  the  afternoon  before  he 
became  a  pradical  mufician  him- 
felf; 
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felf ;  and,  previous  to  this  event, 
he  ufcd  to  teize  his  father  to  play 
ihis  tune  on  his  organ,  and  was 
very  clamourous  when  Jie  did  noc 
carry  his  point. 

When  his  mother  returned,  the 
father,  with  a  look  which  at  once 
implied  joy,  wonder,  and  myflery, 
defired  her  to  go  up  ftairs  with 
him,  as  he  had  ibmeching  curious 
to  Ihew  her.  She  obeyed,  ima- 
gining that  lome  acquaintance  or 
friend  was  arrived,  or  that  fome 
interefting  event  had  happened 
during  her  abfence ;  but  was  as 
much  furprized  as  the  father  on 
hearing  the  child  play  the  firll  part 
of  God Janje  great  George  our  King. 
The  next  day  he  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  the  treble  of  the  fecond 
part;  and  the  day  after  he  at- 
tempted the  bafe,  which  he  per- 
formed nearly  corredt  in  every  par- 
ticular, except  the  note  imme- 
diately before  the  clofe,  which, 
being  an  odlave  below  the  pre- 
ceding found,  was  out  of  the 
reach  of  his  little  hand. 

In  the  beginning  of  November 
1777,  he  played  both  the  treble 
and  bafe  of  Let  ambition  fire  thy 
mind,  an  old  tune  which  is,  per- 
haps, now  better  known  by  the 
words  to  which  it  is  fung  in  Love 
in  a  Village,  Hope,  thou  nurfe  of 
young  dejire. 

Upon  the  parents  relating  this 
extraordinary  circumftance  to  fome 
of  their  neighbours,  they  laughed 
at  it;  and,  regarding  it  as  the 
effeft  of  partial  fondnefs  for  their 
child,  advifed  them  by  no  means 
to  mention  it,  as  fuch  a  marvel- 
lous account  would  only  expofe 
them  to  ridicule.  However,  a  few 
days  after,  Mr.  Crotch  being  ill, 
and  unable  to  go  out  to  work,  Mr. 
Paul,   a   mailer- we.iver  by   whom 
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he  was  employed,  pafling  acci- 
dently  by  the  door,  and  hearing 
the  organ,  fancied  he  had  beeu 
deceived,  and  that  Crotch  had 
flayed  at  home  in  order  to  divert 
himfelf  on  his  favourite  inllru- 
ment ;  fully  prepofTelTed  with  this 
idea,  he  entered  the  houfe,  and, 
fuddenly  opening  the  dining-room 
door,  faw  the  child  playing  on  the 
organ  while  his  brother  was  blow- 
ing the  bellows.  Mr.  Paul  thought 
the  performance  fo  extraordinary, 
that  he  immediately  brought  two 
or  three  of  the  neighbours  to  hear 
it,  who  propagating  the  news,  a 
croud  of  near  a  hundred  people 
came  the  next  day  to  hear  the 
young  performer,  and,  on  the  fol- 
lowing days,  a  Hill  greater  number 
flocked  to  the  houfe  from  all 
quarters  of  the  city;  till,  at  length, 
the  child's  parents  were  forced  to 
limit  his  exhibition  to  certain  days 
and  hours,  in  order  to  lefl'en  his 
fatigue,  and  exempt  themfelves 
from  the  inconvenience  of  conitant 
attendance  on  the  curious  rauhi- 
tude. 

This  account  agrees  in  mofl;  par- 
ticulars with  a  letter  I  received 
from  Norwich,  and  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extraft. 

"  There  is  now  in  this  city  a 
**  muiical  prodigy,  which  en- 
*'  gages  the  converfation  and  ex- 
*'  cites  the  wonder  of  every  body. 
"  A  boy,  fon  to  a  carpenter,  of 
"  only  two  years  and  three  quar- 
*'  ters  old,  from  hearing  his  fa- 
*'  ther  play  upon  an  organ  which 
"  he  is  making,  has  difcovered 
"  fuch  mufical  powers  as  are 
"  fcarcely  credible.  He  plays  a 
"  variety  of  tunes,  and  has  from 
"  memory  repeated  fragments  of 
"  feveral  voluntaries  which  h? 
•'  heard  Mr.  Garla.^d,  the  orga- 
*^  nift. 


So 
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**  nift,  play  at  the  cathedral.  He 
*'  has  likewife  accompanied  a  per- 
"  fon  who  played  upon  the  flute, 
*'  not  only  with  a  treble,  but  has 
•*  formed  a  bafe  of  his  own, 
**  which  to  common  hearers  fecm- 
"  ed  harmonious.  If  any  perfon 
*'  plays  falfe,  it  throws  him  into 
*'  a  paflion  direftly ;  and  though 
"  his  little  fingers  can  only  reach 
**  a  lixth,  he  often  attempts  to 
"  play  chords.  He  does  not  feem 
•'  a  remarkable  clever  child  in  any 
"  other  refpedl ;  but  his  whole  fowl 
"  is  abforbedin  mufic*.  Numbers 
**  croud  daily  to  hear  him,  and 
*'  the  mufical  people  are  all  amaze- 
*'  mentf." 

The  child  being  but  two  years 
and  eight  months  old  when   this 
letter  was  written,  his  performance 
mull   have   appeared    confiderably 
more  wonderful   than  at  prefent: 
for   as  he  feems   to  have  received 
fcarce    any   inftruftions,    and    to 
have  purfued  no  regular  courfe  of 
ftudy  or  praflice  fince  that  time, 
it  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  he 
is  much  improved.     However,  ex- 
perience muft  have  Informed  him 
what    feries    or    combination    of 
founds  was   mod  ofFenfive    to  his 
car;  but  fuch   is   his  impetuofity 
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that  he  never  dwells  long  on  any 
note  or  chord,  and  indeed  his  per- 
formance mufl  originally  have  been 
as  much  under  the  guidance  of 
the  eye  as  the  ear,  for  when  his 
hand  unfortunately  falls  upon 
wrong  notes,  the  ear  cannot  judge 
till  it  is  too  late  to  corrett  the 
miflakc.  However,  habit,  and 
perhaps  the  delicacy  and  acutenefs 
of  another  fenfe,  that  of  feeling, 
now  direft  him  to  the  keys  which 
he  preiTes  down,  as  he  hardly  ever 
looks  at  them. 

The    firll:    voluntary   he    heard 
with  attention   was    performed    at 
his  father's  houfe  by  Mr.  MuUy, 
a  mulic-mafler ;  and  as  foon  as  he 
was  gone,    the   child   feeming  to 
play  on   the  organ  in   a  wild  and 
different    manner   from    what    his 
mother  was   accuftcmed    co  hear, 
ihe  aflced   him   what  he   was   do- 
ing .''     And   he  replied,    "   I  am 
"  playing   the    gentleman's    fine 
*'   thing."     But  (he  was  unable  to 
judge  of  the   refemblance :    how- 
ever, when  Mr.  Mully  returned  a 
few   days   afcer,    and    was    afked, 
whether  the  child  had  remembered 
any  of  the  paffages  in   his  volun- 
tary, he  anfwered  in  the  aflirma- 
tive.      This  happened  about  the 


*  This  opinion  feems  to  have  beea  too  haftily  formed  ;  for,  independent  of 
his  muiical  talent,  he  appears  to  me  pofTeffed  of  a  general  intelligence  beyond 
his  age :  and  he  has  dilcuvered  a  genius  and  inclination  for  drawing,  nearly  as 
ftrong  as  for  mufic  ;  for  whenever  he  is  not  at  an  inHrument,  he  ui'ually  em- 
ploys himfelf  in  fketching,  with  his  left-hand,  houles,  churches,  fhips,  or 
animals,  in  his  rude  and  wild  manner,  with  chalk  on  the  floor,  or  upon  what- 
ever other  plain  lurface  he  is  allowed  tofcrawl.  Painters  may,  perhaps,  form 
fome  judgment  of  bis  mufic  by  his  drawings. 

f  His  father,  who  has  lately  been  in  London,  and  with  whom  I  have  con- 
verfed  fince  this  account  was  drawn  up,  all  the  particulars  of  which  he  has  con- 
firmed, told  me,  that  when  he  flrft  carried  the  child  to  the  cathedral  he  ufed  to 
cry  the  inllant  he  heard  the  loud  organ,  which,  being  To  much  more  powejful 
than  that  to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed  at  home,  he  was  fome  lime  before 
he  could  bear  without  difcovering  pain,  occafioned,  perhaps,  by  the  extreme 
delicacy  of  his  ear,  and  irritability  of  his  nerves.. 

middle 
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middle  of  November  1777,  when 
he  was  only  two  years  and  four 
months  old,  and  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time  after  he  would  play  no- 
thing elfe  but  thefe  paflages. 

A  mufical  gentleman  of  Nor- 
wich informed  Mr.  Partridge,  that, 
iat  this  time,  fuch  was  the  rapid 
progrefs  he  had  made  in  judging 
of  the  agreement  of  founds,  that 
he  played  the  Barter- Hymn  with 
full  harmony ;  and  in  the  laft 
two  or  three  bars  of  Hallelujah, 
where  the  fame  found  is  fuftained, 
he  played  chords  with  both  hands, 
by  which  the  parts  were  multi- 
plied to  fix,  which  he  had  great 
difficulty  in  reaching  on  account 
of  the  Ihortnefs  of  his  fingers. 
The  fame  gentleman  obferved, 
that  in  making  a  bafe  to  tunes 
which  he  had  recently  caught  by 
his  ear,  whenever  the  harmony 
difpleafed  him,  he  would  continue 
the  treble  note  till  he  had  formed 
a  better  accompanyment. 

From  this  period  his  memory 
was  very  accurate  in  retaining  any 
tune  that  pleafed  him  *.  and  being 
prefent  at  a  concert  where  a  band 
of  gentlemen  -  performers  played 
the  overture  in  Rodelinda,  he  was 
fo  delighted  with  the  minuet,  that 
the  next  morning  he  hummed  part 
of  it  in  bed  ;  and  by  noon,  with- 
out any  further  afliftance,  played 
the  whole  on  the  organ. 

His  chief  delight  at  prefent  is 
in  playing  voluntaries,  which  cer- 
tainly would  not  be  called  mufic 
if  performed  by  one  of  riper 
years,  being  deficient  in  harmony 
and  meafure ;  but  they  manifeft 
fuch  a  difcernment  and  feleftion 
of  notes  as  is  truly  wonderful, 
and  which,  if  fpontaneous,  would 
furprize  at  any  age.  But  though 
he   executes    fragments    of    com- 

VoL.  XXIL 


mon  tunes  in  very  good  time,  yet 
no  adherence  to  any  particular 
meafure  is  difcoverable  in  his  vo- 
luntaries ;  nor  have  I  ever  obferved 
in  any  of  them  that  he  tried  to 
play  in  triple  time.  If  he'difco- 
vers  a  partiality  for  any  particu- 
lar meafure,  it  is  for  dadhls  of 
one  long  and  two  ihort  rotes,  which 
conftitute  that  fpecies  of  commoa 
time  in  which  many  ftreet-tunes 
are  compofed,  particularly, the  firft 
part  of  the  Belleifle  March,  whichi 
perhaps,  may  firil  have  fuggelled. 
this  meafure  to  him,  and  im- 
prefTed  it  in  his  memory.  And 
his  ear,  though  exquifitely  formed 
for  difcriminating  founds,  is  as 
yet  only  captivated  by  vulgar  and 
common  melody,  and  is  fatisfied 
with  very  imperfedl  harmony.  I 
examined  his  countenance  wheil 
he  firil  heard  the  voice  of  Signor 
Pacchierotti,  the  principal  finger 
of  the  Opera,  but  did  not  find 
that  he  feemed  fenfible  of  the  fu- 
perior  tafte  and  refinement  of 
that  exquifite  performer  ;  however, 
he  called  out  very  foon  after  the 
air  was  begun,  "  He  is  finging 
"  in  F." 

And  this  is  one  of  the  afto- 
nifhing  properties  of  his  ear,  that 
he  can  diftinguifh  at  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  any  inftrument,  and 
out  of  fight:  of  the  keys,  any  note 
that  is  ftruck,  whether  a,  e,  c,  &c. 
In  this  I  have  repeatedly  tried 
him,  and  never  found  him  mif- 
taken  even  in  tlie  half  notes ;  a  cir- 
cumftr.r.ce  the  r::cre  extraordinary, 
as  many  pradlitioners  and  good 
performers  are  unable  to  diilin- 
guifn  by  the  ear  at  the  Opera  or 
elfewhere  in  what  key  any  air  or 
piece  of  mufic  is  executed. 

But  this  child  was  able  to  find 
any   note  that   was  Ilriick  in   his 
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hearing,  when  out  of  fight  of  the 
keys,  at  two  years  and  a  half 
old,  even  before  he  knew  the  let- 
ters of  the  alphabet:  a  circum- 
flance  fo  extraordinary,  that  I 
was  very  curious  to  know  when, 
and  in  what  manner,  this  faculty 
firft  difcovered  icfelf ;  and  his  fa- 
ther fays,  that  in  the  middle  of 
January  1778,  while  he  was  play- 
ing the  organ,  a  particular  note 
hung,  or,  to  fpeak  the  language 
of  organ  builders,  cipheied,  by 
which  the  tone  was  continued 
without  the  prellure  of  the  fing- 
er :  and  though  neither  himfeif 
nor  his  elder  (on  could  find  out 
what  note  it  vjcla,  the  child,,  who 
was  then  amafiug  hitnfelf  with 
drawing  on  the  floor,  left  that 
Cj-nployment,  and  going  to  the  or- 
gan immediately  laid  his  hand  en 
the  note  that  ciphered  *.  Mr. 
Crotch  thinking  this  the  effctt  of 
chance,  the  next  day  purpofeiy 
caufed  feveral  notes  to  cipher,  one 
after  the  other,  ail  which  he  in- 
ftantly  difcovered:  and  at  lall  he 
weakened  the  fpringf  of  two  keys 
at  once,  which,  by  preventing  the 
valves  of  the  wind-chell  fjom 
clofing,  occafionod  a  double  cipher, 
both  of  which  he  directly  found 
out.  Any  child,  indeed,  that  is 
not  an  idiot,  wljo  knows  black 
from  v/hite,  long  from  (hort,  and 
can  pronounce  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet  by  which  mufical  notes 
are  called,  may  be  taught  the 
names  of  the  keys  of  the  harpli- 


GISTER,   1779; 

chord  in  five  minutes  f;  but.  In 
general,  five  years  would  not  be 
fufficient,  at  any  age,  to  imprefs 
the  mind  of  a  mufical  Undent  with 
an  infallible  reminifcence  of  the 
tones  produced  by  thefe  keys,  when 
not  allovved  to  look  at  them. 

Another  wonderful  part  of  his 
pre-niaturity  was  the  being  able 
at  two  years  and  four  months  old 
to  tranfpofe  into  the  moil  extra- 
neous and  difficult  keys  whatever 
he  played  ;  and  now,  in  his  ex- 
temporaneous flights,  he  modu- 
lates into  all  keys  with  equal  fa- 
cility. 

The  laft  qualification  which  I 
lliall  point  out  as  extraordinary  in 
this  infant  mufician,  is  the  being 
able  to  play  an  extemporary  bafc 
to  eafy  melodjes  when  performed 
by  another  perfon  upon  the  fame 
inftrument.  But  thefe  bafes  mult 
not  be  imagined  corre<5l,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  counter-point, 
any  more  than  his  voluntaries. 
He  generally  gives,  indeed,  the 
key-note  to  paflTages formed  from  its 
common  chord  and  its  inverfions, 
and  is  quick  at  difcovering  when 
the  fifth  of  the  key  will  ferve  as  a 
bafe.  At  other  times  he  makes 
the  third  of  the  key  {ervc  as  an 
accompaniment  to  melodies  formed 
from  the  harmony  of  the  chord  to 
the  key-note ;  and  if.  fimple  paf- 
fages  are  played  flow,  in  a  regu- 
lar progreiTion  afcending  or  de- 
fcending,  he  foon  finds  out  that 
thirds  or  tenths,  below  the  treble^ 


*  This  circumllance  proves  that  he  exercifed  his  eye  in  drawing,  after  his 
manner,  before  he  was  two  years  and  a  half  old. 

■f-  By  remarking  that  the  fiiort  keys,  which  fcrve  for  flats  and  lliarps,  are 
divided  into  parcels  of  threes  and  twos,  and  that  the  long  key  between  every 
two  fhort  keys  is  always  called  D,  it  is  extremely  eafy  from  that  note  to  difco- 
yer  the  fituation  and  names  of  the  reft,  according  to  the  order  of  the  firft  leven 
iettexs  of  the  alphabet. 
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will   ferve   his  purpofe  in  farnilli- 
ing  an  agreeable  accompaniment. 

However,  in  this  kind  of  ex- 
temporary baTe,  if  the  farne  pa,f- 
fages  are  not  frequently  repeated, 
the  changes  of  modulation  muft 
be  few  and  flow,  or  corrciStnefs 
cannot  be  expected  even  from  a 
profeflbr.  The  child  is  always  as 
ready  at  finding  a  treble  to  a  bafe 
as  a  bafe  to  a  treble,  if  played  in 
flow  notes,  even  in  chromatic  paf- 


fages ;  that  is,  if,  after  the  chord 
of  c  natural  is  ftruck,  c  be  made 
fliarp,  he  foon  finds  out  that  a 
makes  a  good  bafe  to  it ;  and  on 
the  contrary,  if,  after  the  chord 
of  D  with  a  fharp  third,  f  is  made 
natuial,  and  a  is  changed  into  b, 
he  inilantly  gives  c  for  the  bafe. 
Indeed  he  continued  to  accom- 
pany me  with  great  rcadinefs  in 
the  following  chromatic  modula- 
tion, afcending  and  defcendir^g; 


I  made  more  experiments  of  this  at  pre  fen  t,  he  plays  nothing  cor- 

kind,  but    to   relate   them   would  redly,  and  his  voluntaries  are  lit- 

render  my  account  too  technical  to  tie  Isfs  wild  than  the  native  notes 

all  but  compofers,  or  fuch  as  have  cf  a   lark  or  a  black-bird.     Nor 

long  iVadied  harmony.  does  he.,  as  yet,  feem  a  fubje£l  for 

When  he  declares  himfelf  tired  inilrudlion  :  for  till  his'reafon  is 
of  playing  on  an  inftruirent,  and  fufHciently  mattlred  to  comprehend 
his  mufical  faculties  feem  wholly  and  retain  the  precepts  of  a  mailer, 
blunted,  he  can  be  provoked  to  and  fomething  like  a  vvifli  for  in- 
attention, even  though  engaged  formation  appears^;  by  a  ready  and 
in  any  new  amufcment,  by  a  willing  obedience  to  his  injunc- 
wrong  note  being  ftruck  in  the  tions,  the  trammels  of  rule  would 
melody  of  any  well-known  tune;  but  difguft,  and,  if  forced  upon 
and  if  he  ftands  by  the.inftrument  hira,  dellroy  the  miraculous  parto 
when  fuch  a  rote  is  defignedly  of  Jiis  felf-taught  peifbrmance. 
ftruck,  he  will  inftantly  put  down  Mr.  Baillet  publifhed  in  the  laft 
the  right,  in  whatever  key  the  air  century  a  book,  Sur  ks  Enfam  cs- 
is  playing.  lehres    par  leurs   etudes',    and    yet, 

At  prefent,  all   his   own    rr.elo-  .  notwithftanding   tlie    title    of  his 

dies  are  imitations  of  common  and  work,- he  fpenks  not  of  infants  but 

.eafy  paflages,  and  he  feems  infenli-  adolefcents,  for  the  youngeft  won- 

ble   to  others ;  however,  the  only  der  he   celebrates  in   literature  is 

method  by  which  fuch  an  infant  at  leaft  feven   years  old;    an   a(;»e 

can   as   yet  be   taught  any  thing  at  which  feveral  ftydents  in  raufic 

better  feems  by  example.     If  he  under  my  own  eye  have  been  able 

were  to  hear  only  good  melody  and  to    perform    difficult    compofitions 

harmony,  he  would  doubtlefs  try  on    the     harpfichord,    with    great 

to  produce  fomething  fimilar;  but,  neatnefs  and  precifion.     However, 

G  2  this 
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this  has  never  been  accompliflied 
without  inftruftions  and  laborious 
praftice,  not  always  voluntary. 

Mufical  prodigies  of  this  kind 
are  not  infrequent  :  there  have 
been  feveral  in  my  own  memory 
on  the  harpfichord.  About  thirty 
years  ago  I  heard  Palfchau,  a 
German  boy  of  nine  or  ten  years 
old,  then  in  London,  perform  with 
great  accuracy  many  of  the  mod 
difficult  compofuions  that  have 
ever  been  written  for  keyed  in- 
ftruments,  particularly  fome  lefTons 
and  double  fugues  by  Sebaftian 
Bach,  the  father  of  the  prefent 
eminent  profefTors  of  that  name, 
which,  at  that  time,  there  were 
very  few  matters  in  Europe  able 
to  execute,  as  they  contained  diffi- 
culties of  a  particular  kind  ;  fuch 
as  rapid  divifions  for  each  hand  in 
a  fcries  of  thirds,  and  in  fixths, 
afcending  and  defcending,  befides 
thofe  of  full  harmony  and  con- 
trivance in  nearly  as  many  parts 
as  fingers,  fuch  as  abound  in  the 
lefTons  and  organ  fugues  of  Handel. 

Mifs  Frederica,  now  Mrs. 
Wynne,  a  little  after  this  time, 
was  remarkable  for  executing,  at 
fix  years  old,  a  great  number  of 
leflbns  by  Scarlatti,  Paradies,  and 
others,  with  the  utmoft  precifion. 

But  the  two  fons  of  the  Reve- 
rend Mr.  Weftley  feem  to  have 
difcovered,  during  early  infancy, 
very  uncommon  faculties  for  the 
praftice  of  mufic.  Charles,  the 
eldeft,  at  two  years  and  three 
quarters  old,  furprized  his  father 
by  playing  a  tune  on  the  harpfi- 
chord  readily,  and  in  juft  time  ; 
foon  after  he  played  feveral,  what- 


ever his  mother  fung,  or  whatever 
he  heard  in  the  ftreet. 

Samuel,  the  youngeft,  though 
he  was  three  years  old  before  he 
aimed  at  a  tune,  yet  by  conftantly 
hearing  his  brother  praftife,  and 
being  accuftomed  to  good  mufic 
and  mafterly  execution,  before 
he  was  fix  years  old  arrived  at  fuch 
knowledge  in  mufic,  that  his  ex- 
temporary performance  on  keyed 
inftruments,  like  Mozart's,  was 
fo  mailerly  in  point  of  invention, 
modulation,  and  accuracy  of  exe- 
cution, as  to  furpafs,  in  many 
particulars,  the  attainments  of  moll 
profelTors  at  any  period  of  their 
lives. 

Indeed  Mozart,  when  little  more 
than  four  years  old,  is  faid  to  have 
been  "  not  only  capable  of  exe- 
"  cuting  leflbns  on  his  favourite 
**  inftrument,  the  harpfichord,  but 
"  to  have  compofed  fome  in  an 
"  eafy  ftyle  and  tafte,  which  were 
**  much  approved*:"  and  Sa- 
muel Weftley  before  he  could 
write  was  a  compofer,  and  men- 
tally (et  the  airs  of  feveral  Orato- 
rios, which  he  retained  in  memory 
till  he  was  eight  years  old,  and 
then  wrote  them  down. 

Here  the  difference  of  educa- 
tion appears  :  little  Crotch,  left 
to  nature,  has  not  only  been  with- 
out inftrusStions  but  good  models 
of  imitation  ;  while  Mozart  and 
Samuel  W'^ftley,  on  the  contrary, 
may  be  fiid  to  have  been  nurfed 
in  good  mufic  :  for  as  the  latter 
had  his  brocher's  excellent  per* 
formance  to  ftimulate  attention, 
and  feed  his  ear  with  harmony ; 
the  German  infant,  living  in   the 


*  See  Phi!.  Tranf.  vol.  LX.  for  the  year  1770  j  an  account  of  a  very  re- 
markable  young  mufician,  by  ciie  honourable  Daines  Barrington,  F.  R.  S. 
who  foon  intends  le  favour  the  nublic  with  an  account  of  the  two  Wcftleys., 
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houfe  of  his  father,  an  eminent 
profefibr,  and  an  elder  filler,  a 
neat  player  on  the  harpfichord, 
and  conftantly  pradlifing  compo- 
iitions  of  the  firft  clafs  for  that 
inflrument,  had  every  advantage 
of  fituation  and  culture  joined  to 
the  profufion  of  natural  endow- 
ments. 

Of  Mozart's  infant  attempts  at 
mufic  I  was  unable  to  difcover 
the  traces  from  the  converfation 
of  his  father;  who,  though  an 
intelligent  man,  whofe  education 
and  knowledge  of  the  world  did 
not  feem  confined  to  mufic,  con- 
felTed  himfclf  unable  to  defcribe 
the  progreflive  improvements  of 
his  fon  during  the  firft  ftages  of 
infancy.  However,  at  eight  years 
of  age  I  was  frequently  convinced 
of  his  great  knowledge  in  com- 
pofi'don  by  his  writings ;  and  that 
his  invention,  tafte,  modulation, 
and  execution  in  extemporary 
playing,  were  fuch  as  few  pro- 
feflbrs  are  poflefl'ed  of  at  forty  years 
of  age. 

Into  what  the  preient  prodigy 
may  mature  is  not  eafy  to  pre- 
dift ;  we  more  frequently  hear  of 
trees  in  bloflbm  during  the  winter 
months  than  of  fruits  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  unfeafonable  ap- 
pearances. However,  to  keep  pace 
with  the  expeftations  to  which 
fuch  premature  talents  give  birth 
is  hardly  allowed  to  humanity. 
It  is  the  wifli  of  fome,  that  the 
uncommon  faculties  with  which 
this  child  is  endowed  might  be 
fuffered  to  expand  by  their  own 
efforts,  neither  reftrained  by  rules, 
nor  guided  by  examples ;  that,  at 
length,  the  world  might  be  fur- 
niflied  with  a  fpecies  of  natural 
jnufic,  fuperior  to  all  the  furpriz 
ing  produftions  of  art   to   which 


pedantry,  affedation,  or  a  power* 
ful  hand,  have  given  birth.  But' 
alas  I  fuch  a  wifh  muft  have  been 
formed  without  reflection  ;  for 
mufic  having  its  daffies  as  well 
as  poetry  and  other  arts,  what 
could  he  compofe  or  play  upon 
different  principles  that  would  not 
offend  the  ears  of  thofe  who  have 
regarded  thofe  claffics  as  legifla- 
tors,  and  whofe  fouls  have  been 
wrapped  in  elyfium  by  their  ftrains  ? 
He  might  as  well,  if  fecluded 
from  all  intercourfe  with  men,  be 
expefted  to  invent  a  better  lan- 
guage than  the  prefent  Englifh, 
the  work  of  millions,  during  many 
centuries,  as  a  new  mufic  more 
grateful  to  the  ears  of  a  civilized 
people  than  that  with  which  all 
Europe  is  now  delighted. 

An  individual  may  doubtlefs  ad- 
vance nearer  perfeftion  in  every 
art  by  the  affiftance  of  thoufands, 
than  by  the  mere  efforts  of  his 
own  labour  and  genius. 

Another  wifii  has  been  formed, 
that  the  effefts  of  different  genera 
and  divifions  of  the  mufical  fcale 
might  be  tried  upon  this  little  mu- 
fician  ;  but  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an 
experiment  is  not  difficult  to  di- 
vine. An  uncultivated  ear  v/culd 
as  natui-ally  like  the  moft  plain 
and  common  mufic,  as  a  young 
mind  v>^oa!d  belt  comprehend  the 
moft  fimple  and  evident  propofi- 
tions  :  and,  as  yet,  the  attention 
of  Crotch  cannot  be  excited  by 
any  mufical  refinements  or  elabo- 
rate contrivance. 

It  has  likewife  been  imagined 
by  fome,  that  every  child  might  be 
taught  mufic  in  the  cradle,  if  the 
experiment  were  made  ;  but  to 
thefe  it  may  with  truth  be  faid, 
that  fuch  an  experiment  is  daily 
made   on    every    child,    by    every 
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mother  and  nurfe,  that  is  able  to 
form  a  tune,  on  every  part  of  the 
globe.  In  Italy  the  ninne  no7ine,  or 
lullabies,  are  fragments  of  elegant 
melodies,  become  common  and 
popular  by  frequent  hearing  ;  and 
thefe,  though  they  help  to  form 
the  national  tafte,  are  not  found  to 
iHmulate  the  attention  of  Italian 
children  to  melody,  or  to  accele- 
rate the  difplay  of  mufical  talents 
nt  a  more  early  period  than  elfe- 
where. 

Premature  powers  in  mulic  have 
as  often  furprized  by  fuddenly  be- 
coming llationary  as  by  advancing 
rapidly  to  the  fammit  of  excel- 
lence. Sometimes,  perhaps,  na- 
ture is  exhaufted  or  enfeebled  by 
thefe  early  eiForts  ;  but  when  that 
is  not  the  cafe,  the  energy  and  vi- 
gour of  her  operations  are  feldom 
properly  feconded,  being  either 
impeded  and  checked iay  early  felf- 
complacence,  or  an  injudicious 
courfe  of  ftuJy ;  and  fometimes, 
.perhaps,  genius  is  kept  from  ex- 
panfion  by  ill-chofcn  models  ;  ex- 
clusive admiration,  wantofcoun- 
felj  or  accffs  to  the  moft  excellent 
compofitions  and  performers  in  the 
clafs  for  which  nature  has  fitted 
thofe  on  whom  it  is  bellowed. 


Oil  the  Grovjth  of  Ca/ars  in  E'.no-- 
land  ;  in  a  Letter  to  Sir  John 
Cullum. 

AMONG  the  fiighter  devafta- 
tions  occafioned  by  the  laH 
new-year's  hurricane,  1  canno:,  as 
sn  admirer  of  natural  prot^uctions, 
but  lament  with  particular  regret 
the  deitrudlion  of  perhaps  the  fjncft 
cedar  ia   Eiigland,     This   fuperb 


tree,  una,  nemns.  Hood  clofe  on  the 
north  fide  of  Hendon  Place,  the 
elegant  refidence  of  Mr.  Aiflabie, 
eight  miles  from  London.  From 
the  gardener's  information,  and 
my  own  admeafuremcnts,  fome  of 
its  dimenfions  had  bee?i  thefe.  The 
height  70  feet;  the  diameter  of 
the  horizontal  extent  of  the  bran- 
ches, upon  an  average,  100;  the 
circumference  of  the  tPank,  7  feet 
abov^  the  ground,  16  ;  12  feet  a- 
bove  the  ground,  20.  At  this  lat- 
ter height  it  began  to  branch  ; 
and  its  limbs,  about  10  in  num- 
ber, were  from  6  to  12  feet  in  cir- 
cumference. '  Its  roo'ts  had  not 
fpread  wide  nor  deep ;  and  the 
foil  that  had  fuited  it  fo  well,  is  a 
ftrong  clay,  upon  rather  an  eleva- 
ted jituation.  Tradition  afcribes 
the  planting  of  this  tree  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  herfelf;  yet  the  vigour 
of  ics  trunk,  and  the  full  verdure 
of  its  branches  (befides  a  reafon 
which  I  iball  prefently  adduce), 
make  me  doubt,  whether  we  are 
to  allow  it  fo  great  an  age.  How- 
ever that  be,  its  appearance  fliews 
that  it  had  not  arrived  at  maturity, 
and  might  have  ftood,  perhaps 
have  thriven,  for  centuries  tocome. 
The  gardener  iiiade  50  1.  of  the 
cones  the  year  before  lall,  but  laft 
year  only  12  1. 

The  great  fize,  and  apparent 
increafmg  vigour  of  this  tree,  ex- 
cited my  curio/ity  to  inquire  into 
the  age  and  fize  of  fome  of  its 
brethren  ;  and  to  colled  what 
particulars  I  could  tpwards  the 
Englilh  hiftory  of  this  nobleft  of 
our  exotics. 

The  Rev.  Mr,  Lightfoot  of  Ux- 
bridge,  upon  whofe  accuracy,  as 
well  .':s  friend Ihip,  I  can  depend, 
has  iciit  me  the  followine  dinien- 
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fions  of  one  at  HilHngdon,  in  his 
neighbourhood.  The  perpendicu- 
lar height  is  53  feet ;  the  diame- 
ter of  the  horizontal  extent  of  the 
branches  from  eaft  to  weft,  96  ; 
from  north  to  fouch,  89  ;  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  trunk  clofe  to 
the  ground,  15  |;  3  f  feet  above 
the  ground,  13  |^;  7  feet  above 
the  ground,  12  f;  12  feet  above 
the  ground,  14  feet  8  inches  ; 
13  V,  jull:  under  the  branches,  15 
feet  8  inches.  It  has  two  princi- 
pal branches,  one  of  which  is  bifid 
I  f  foot  above  its  origin  :  before 
it  divides,  it  meafures  in  circum- 
ference 12  feet  ;  after  its  divifion, 
one  of  its  forks  meafures  8  f,  the 
other  7  feet  10  inches.  The  other 
primary  branch  at  its  origin  mea- 
fures 10  feet  ;  and,  foon  dividino-, 
throws  out  two  fecondary  ones, 
each  5  1^  The  proprietor  of  this 
tree  fays  he  can  v/ith  much  cer- 
tainty determine  its  age  to  be  116 
years. 

The  largcft  of  thofe  at  Chelfea, 
meafured  laft  month,  is  in  height 
85  feet  ;  the  horizontal  extent  of 
its  branches  is  about  80  ;  the  cir- 
cumference of  its  trunk  clofe  to 
the  ground  18  |  ;  at  2  feet  above 
the  ground,  15;  at  10  feet,  16; 
at  about  1  yard  higher  it  begins  to 
branch.  Thefe  trees,  Mr.  Miller 
iays,  were,  as  he  was  credibly  in- 
formed, planted  in  1683,  about  3 
feet  high.  The  foil  is  a  lean  hungry 
fand  mixed  with  gravel,  and  about 
two  feet  furface. 

In  the  garden  of  the  old  palace 
at  Enfield  is  a  cedar  of  Libana'sj 
Oi  the  following  dimenfions,  taken 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Liley,  an  ingeni- 
ous fchool-iiialler  there,  at  the  de- 
fine of  my  friend  Mr,  Gough,  who 


was  fo  obliging  as  to  communicate 
them  to  me  : 

Feet.  Inches. 
Height            45         9 
Girt  at  top        3  7 

Second  girt       7  9 

Third  girt       10 
Fourth  girt      14         6 

Large  arm  that  branches  out 
near  the  top,  3  feet  9  inches  ;  fe- 
veral  boughs,  in  girt  3  feet  5  in- 
ches ;  and  the  boughs  extend  from 
the  body  from  28  to  45  feet.  The 
contents  of  the  body,  exclufive  of 
the  boughs,  is  about  103  cubical 
feet.  This  tree  is  known  to  have 
been  planted  by  Dr.  Uvedale,  who  t 
kept  a  flourifhing  fchool  in  this 
houfe  at  the  time  of  the  great  * 
plague  1665,  and  was  a  great  flo- 
rift.  Eight  feet  of  the  top  were 
broken  off  by  the  high  wind  of 
1703.  Tradition  fays  this  tree 
was  brought  hither  immediately 
from  Mount  Libanus  in  a  port- 
manteau. The  firft  lime-trees 
planted  in  England  found  their 
way  over  in  the  fame  convey- 
ance *, 

Several  other  cedars  of  confide- 
rable  fize  are  fcattered  about  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

I  find  not,  with  exadlnefs,  when, 
or  by  whom,  the  cedar  was  firft  in- 
troduced into  England,  Turner, 
one  of  our  earliell  herbarifts,  v/here 
h'j  treats  '*  of  the  pyne  tre,  and 
"  other  of  that  kynde,"  fays  no- 
thing' of  it.  Gerard,  publifhed 
by  Johnfon  in  1636,  mentions  it 
not  as  growing  here ;  and  Par- 
kinfon,  in  his  Theatrum  Bo- 
tanicum,  1640,  fpeaking  of  the 
Cedrus  magna  conifera  Libani, 
fays,    "  The  branches,  yow^  _/«/, 
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*'  all  grow  upright,  but  others, 
**  ftrait  out."  Evelyn,  whofe 
difcourfe  on  foreft- trees  was  deli- 
vered in  the  Royal  Society  in  1 662, 
obferving  that  cedars  throve  in 
cold  climates,  adds,  "  Why  then 
*'  ihould  they  not  thrive  in  Old 
*'  England  ?  I  know  not,  fiive  for 
**  want  of  induftry  and  trial." 

Hitherto,  I  think,  it  is  pretty 
plain  the  cedar  was  unknown  a- 
mong  us :  and  it  appears  probable, 
that  we  are  indebted  to  the  laft- 
mentioned  gentleman  for  its  intro- 
duSlion  into  England  ;  for  he  in- 
forms us  in  the  fame  paragraph 
from  which  I  made  the  above  quo- 
tation, that  he  had  received  cones 
and  feeds  from  the  few  trees  re- 
maining on  the  mountains  of  Li- 
i}anus. 

Something  better  than  twenty 
years  afterwards,  we  find,  among 
Mr.  Ray's  philofophical  letters, 
the  following  curious  one  addrefled 
to  him  from  Sir  Hans  Sloane : 

"  London,  March  7,  1684-5. 

*'  I  was  the  other  day  at  Chel- 

"  fea,  and  find  that  the  artifices 

*'  ufed  by  Mr.  Watts   have   been 

**■  very  effectual  for  the  preferva- 

"  tion  of  his   plants  ;    infomuch 

**  that  this  fevere  enough  winter 

**  has    fcarcely  killed   any   of  his 

"  fine  plants.     One  thing  I  won- 

*'  der    much,    to   fee   the    Cedrus 

*'  mantis  Libani,  the  inhabitant  of 

*'  a  very  different  climate,  Ihould 

*'  thrive  fo  well,  as  without  pot  or 

*'  green-houfe,  to  be  able  to  pro- 

**  pagate    itfelf     by    layers    this 

*'  fpring.  Seeds  Town  laft  autumn, 

"  have  as  yet  thriven  well,   and 

*'  are  like  to  hold  out:   the  maia 

**  artifice  I  ufed  to  them  has  been, 

♦*  to  keep   them  from  the  winds, 

*'  which  feem  to  give  a  gre^t  ad- 
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''  ditional  force  to  cold  to  deflroy 
"  the  tender  plants." 

This  is  the  firll  notice  that  has 
occurred  to  me  of  the  cultivation 
of  the  cedar  among  us.     Perhaps 
the  tree  that  propagated  itfelf  by 
layers  in  1684,  might  be  from  the 
feed  received  by  Mr.  Evelyn  ;  and 
the  reputed  age  of  that  at  Hilling- 
don  agrees  with  the  time  of  that 
importation  ;    fuppofing  that   im- 
portation was  made  about  the  time 
of  the  delivery  of  the  difcourfe  on 
foreft- trees  :     nor   probably,    not- 
withftanding  tradition,  is   that  at 
Hendon  to  be  referred  to  a  higher 
date.     Why  Sir  Hans  fhould  won- 
der at   the  cedar  thriving  fo  well 
in  the  open  air  at  Chelfea,  I  know 
not;  for,   though  it   be   found  in 
the  warmer  climates,  it  is  known 
to  be  a  native  of  the  fnowy  moun- 
tains of  Libanus,  and  confequently 
not  likely  to  be  deftroyed   by  the 
inclemency  of  an  Englifli   winter. 
But,   J  believe,  we  generally  treat 
exotics,     upon    their   firft    arrival 
among   us,  with   more  tendernefs 
than   they  require.      Perhaps   the 
fear  of  lofing  them   may  be  one 
reafon ;  perhaps,  too,  they  may  be 
gradually  habituated  to  endure  a 
degree  of  cold,  which  at  firft  would 
have  proved  fatal  to  them.    Upon 
the   firft   introduftion  of  the   tea- 
tree,    it  >vas  either   kept    in    our 
green-houfes,  or,  if  planted  in  the 
open  ground,  matted  or  otherwife 
ftieltered  in   the  winter:   we  now 
find  fuch  care  unneceftary.    I  have 
had  one  at  a  degree  N.  of  London, 
thrive  and  blofTom  for  fome  years, 
in  the  open  air,  without  the  flight- 
eft  protedlion,  in  the  fevereft  win- 
ter. 

That  this  little  memoir  may  not 

appear  to  terminate  in  mere  curi- 

ofujf,  I   think  it  warrants  me  in 

recpw- 
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recommending  the  cultivation  of 
the  cedar  for  common  ufe;  as  it  is 
well  known  to  be  a  very  valuable 
material  in  the  hand  of  the  joiner 
and  cabinet-maker.  Mr.  Miller 
obferved  their  quick  growth  at 
Chelfea,  in  a  poor  gravely  foil  : 
thofe  at  Hendon,  Hillingdon,  and 
Enfield,  fliew  that  they  thrive  as 
well  in  a  very  different  one.  Thofe 
planted  by  the  old  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle  at  Whitton  have  made  the 
happieft  progrefs ;  and  I  am  afTur- 
ed  that  a  room  has  been  wainfcot- 
ted  with  their  timber. 

If  thefe  flight  notes  fhould  in- 
duce any  better  informed  perfon 
to  throw  more  light  on  this  fub- 
jed,  it  would  aflbrd  entertainment 
to  many,  as  well  as  to, 

Hardi/jick  Hcu/e,       Yours,  &c. 
Feb.  16,  1770.      T  r> 

'      ' '^         JOHN  CULLUM. 


^//  Account  oftheY&\\a.h,  and  of 
the  Goitres  and  Idiots  of  that 
Country.  From  Coxe's  Letters 
from  SwiiTerland. 

I  Am  now  writing  to  you  from 
the  little  village  of  Trient  in 
the  Vallais,  on  my  way  to  the  gla- 
ciers of  Savoy.  From  the  moun- 
tain of  the  Furca,  its  eaftern  boun- 
dary, two  vaft  ranges  of  Alps  en- 
clofe  the  Vallais  :  the  fouthern 
chain  feparates  it  from  the  Mi- 
lanefe.  Piedmont,  and  part  of 
Savoy ;  the  northern  divides  it 
from  the  canton  of  Berne.  Thefe 
two  chains,  in  their  various  wind- 
ings, form  feveral  fmall  vallies, 
through  which  a  number  of  tor- 
rents rufh  into  the  Rhone,  as  it 
traverfes  the  whole  country  from 
the  Furca  to  St.  Maurice.  A  coun- 
try thus  entirely  endofed  within 


high  Alps,  and  confifting  of  plains, 
elevated  valleys,  and  lofty  moun- 
tains, mufl  neceffarily  exhibit  a 
great  variety  of  fituations,  cli- 
mates, and  produdlions.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Vallais  prefents  to  the 
curious  traveller  a  quick  fucceflion 
of  profpefts,  as  beautiful  as  they 
are  diverfified.  Numberlefs  vine- 
yards, rich  pallure-grounds  covered 
with  cattle,  corn,  flax,  fruit-trees, 
and  wild  forefts :  and  thefe  occa- 
fionally  bordered  by  naked  rocks, 
whofe  fummits  are  crowned  with 
everlafling  fnovv,  and  inacceffible 
glaciers.  This  ftrong  and  flriking 
contrail;  between  the  paftoral  and 
the  fublime ;  the  cultivated  and, 
the  wild  ;  cannot  but  afFeft  the 
mind  of  an  obferver  with  the  moil 
pleafing  emotions. 

As  to  the  produ£lions  of  the 
Vallais;  they  mull  evidently  vary 
in  different  parts,  according  to  the 
great  diverfity  of  climates,  by 
which  this  country  is  fo  peculiarly 
diftinguifhed.  It  fupplies  more 
than  fufficient  wine  and  corn  for 
the  interior  confumption  ;  and  in- 
deed a  confiderable  quantity  of 
both  are  yearly  exported ;  the  foil 
in  the  midland  and  lower  parts  be- 
ing exceedingly  rich  and  fertile. 
In  the  plain,  where  the  heat  is  col- 
leded  and  confined  between  the 
mountains,  the  harveft  is  fo  very 
forward,  that  it  has  already  for 
fome  time  been  carried  in  :  where- 
as, in  the  more  elevated  parts, 
barley  is  the  only  grain  that  can 
be  cultivated  with  any  fuccefs  ; 
and  the  crop  is  feldom  cut  before 
November.  About  Sion,  the  fig, 
the  melon,  and  all  the  other  fruits 
of  Italy,  ripen  to  perfeftion  :  in 
confequence  of  this  iingular  va- 
riety of  climates,  I  tailed  in  the 
fame  day  (what  is  ufually  to  be 
5  had 


90 


ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1779. 


had  only  in  gradu.al  fuccefllon) 
ftrawberries,  cherries,  plumbs, 
pears,  and  grapes  ;  each  of  them 
the  natural  growth  of  the  country. 

With  refpeft  to  manufactures; 
there  are  none  of  any  confequence; 
and  indeed  the  general  ignorance 
of  the  people  is  no  lefs  remark- 
able than  their  indolence  ;  fo  that 
they  may  be  confidered,  in  regard 
to  knowledge  and  improvements, 
as  fome  centuries  behind  the  Swifs, 
who  are  certainly  a  very  enlighte- 
ned nation.  The  peafants  feldom 
endeavour  to  meliorate  thofe  lands 
where  the  foil  is  originally  bad  ; 
nor  to  make  the  moft  of  thofe, 
which  are  uncommonly  fertile  : 
having  few  wants,  and  being  fatis- 
iied  with  the  fpontaneous  gifts  of 
nature,  they  enjoy  her  bleflings 
without  much  confidering  in  what 
manner  to  improve  them. 

The  beauties  and  varieties  of 
this  country  you  will  find  amply 
and  faithfully  delineated  in  that 
elegant  letter  of  the  Nou-veUe  Helo/J'e, 
where  St.  Preux  relates  his  excur- 
iion  into  the  upper  Vallais.  As  to 
the  truth  of  the  defcription  he 
gives,  in  the  fame  letter,  of  the 
manners  of  the  people,  1  can 
hardly  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  com- 
petent judge,  from  the  little  time 
I  have  paiTed  among  them.  But, 
as  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  obferve  and  Inquire  ;  the 
picture,  although  in  iorne  parts 
not  entirely  devoid  of  refemblance, 
is,  upon  the  whole,  confiderably 
heightened. 

Before  I  tike  leave  of  the  Val- 
];,is,  you  will  probably  expeft, 
that,  according  to  my  promife,  I 
fliould  fend  you  fome  informations 
concvriiing  the  caufcs  v,'hich  are 
fuppofed  to  occafion,  or  to  contri- 


bute to  render,  goitrous  perfons 
and  idiots,  fo  remarkably  commoa 
in  many  parts  of  this  country.  I 
have  indeed  made  all  poffibJe  re- 
fearches  in  order  to  gain  fome  fa- 
tisfadory  intelligence  upon  fo  cu- 
rious a  fubjeft  ;  but  I  have  the 
mortification  to  add,  that  the  very 
faint  lights  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  have  left  me  almoft  as 
much  in  the  dark  as  I  was  before : 
you  muft  reft  contented  therefore 
with  mere  conjeilures. 

I  flrall  begin  however  with  un- 
doubted fad.  The  Vallaifans  are 
not  all  equally  fubjedl  to  the  above 
infirmities ;  but  thofe  chiefly  who 
live  in  or  near  the  lower  parts  of 
the  Vallais,  as  about  Sider,  Sion, 
Martinac,  ice.  The  people  in  ge- 
neral are  a  robuft  and  hardy  race, 
as  well  thofe  who  dwell  in  the 
places  laft  mentioned,  as  thofe  who 
inhabit  the  more  mountainous 
parts  of  this  country. 

It  is  a  common  notion,  that 
fnow-water  occafions  goiters  :  but 
I  have  fome  reafon  to  think  the 
contrary.  For,  I  have  been  at  fe- 
veral  places,  where  the  inhabitants 
drink  no  other  water  than  what 
they  procure  from  thofe  rivers  and 
torrents,  which  defcend  from  the 
glaciers ;  and  yet  are  not  fubjeft 
to  thia  malady:  indeed  I  have  been 
alTured,  though  I  will  not  venture 
to  anfwer  for  the  truth  of  the  afler- 
tion,  that  fwow- water,  fo  far  from 
being  a  caufe,  is  efteemed  even  a 
preventive.  The  air  of  the  moun- 
tains is  alfo  a  ftrong  prefervative 
againfl:  them  ;  and  goiters  have 
been  known  to  diminifii  upon  ele- 
vated fituations  ;  whereas,  in  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Vallais,  if 
this  excrefcence  once  begins  to 
Ihew  itfelf,    it   alvyays    continues 

to 
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to  increafe  *,  Some  diftrifts  are 
more  particularly  remarkable  for 
this  diibrdcr  than  others  :  thus,  in 
a  little  village,  near  Sion,  almoft 
all  the  inhabitants  are  goitrous. 

From  thefe  fa£ts  it  feems  reafo- 
nable  to  conclude,  that  goiters  are 
derived  from  certain  Ipcal  circum- 
ftances ;  and  that  federal  caufes, 
both  phyfical  and  moral,  may 
jointly  contribute  to  their  produc- 
tion. Among  the  phyncal ;  bad 
water,  and  bad  air,  may,  perhaps, 
be  jullly  afiigned,  but  chiefly  the 
former  ;  which,  near  the  particu- 
lar difti'ids  above  mentioned,  is 
ft.ignant,  and  loaded  with  particles 
oi tufo.  The  torrents  alfo,  which 
are  formed  by  the  melting  of  the 
fnovvs,  difiblve  this  fubllance,  or 
fimilar  ones,  in  their  pafiage  :  and 
probably  this  circuniiLance  has 
given  rife  to  the  notion,  that  fnow- 
water,  fimply.in  itfelf,  occafions 
thefe  goiters  ;  but  wherever  it  has 
that  effeifl:,  it  is  ftrongly  impreg- 
nated with  certain  ftony  particles. 
I  was  fliewn  feveral  pools  of  thefe 
ftagnant  waters,  which  I  fhould 
have  fuppofed  no  human  being  to 
have  been  capable  of  drinking. 
Among  the  moral  caufes,  which 
may  be  fuppofed  to  concur  in  oc- 
pafioning  thefe  guttural  protube- 
rances, the  inconceivable  lazinefs 
and  negligence  of  thefe  people, 
may  be  mentioned.  For,  they 
rarely  take  the  leaft  precaution  to 
guard  againft,  or  to  remedy,  the 
ill  efteds  of  their  unwholefome 
water ;  indolently  acquiefcing  in 
its  confequences,  they  ufe  no  fort 
of  means  either  to  prevent  or  re- 
move them. 


The  fame  caufes,  which  feem  to 
produce  the  goiters,  p.'-obably  ope- 
rate in    the   cafe  of  idiots  :    for, 
wherever  in   this  country  the  for- 
mer abound,  the  latter  are  alfo  in 
great  numbers.      Such   indeed   is 
the    nice    and    inexplicable   con- 
nexion    between    our   bodies    and 
our  m.inds,  that  the  one  ever  fym- 
pathifes   with    the   other :    we   fee 
that  the  body  fuffers,  whenever  the 
mind    is   deeply    afFefled    by    any 
flrong   impreffion    of    melancholy 
and  .diHreis  ;    and,  in  return,  that 
whenever  the    corporeal   frame  is 
irhpaired    and    fhattered  by    long 
paiii  and  ficknefs,  the  underftand- 
ing  alfo  is   equally  out  of  order. 
Hence  it  is   by  no  means  an  ill- 
grounded  conjeflure,  that  in  the 
cafe   before   us,     the   fame   caufes 
which   afFeft  the  body  Ihould  alfo 
afFeft    the    mind ;    or,    in   other 
words,  that  the  fame  waters.  Sec. 
which     create    obdruclions,     and 
goiters,  fhotild  alfo  occafion  men- 
tal imbecility  and  difarrangement. 
But,  in  conjundlion  v/ith  caufes  of 
a  phyfical  nature,  there  is  a  moral 
6ne  likewife  to   be  taken  into  the 
account  :    for  the   children  of  the 
common  people   are  totally   neg- 
lc£led  by  their  parents  ;  and,  wi'ch 
no  more  education  than  the  mean- 
ell  brutes,  are,  like  thofe,  fulfered 
to  wallow   in   the  dirt,  and  to  eat 
and  drink  whatever  comes  in  their 
way, 

I  faw  feveral  idiots  with  goiters ; 
but  I  do  nor  mean  to  draw  any 
certain  conclufion  from  that  cir- 
cumftance.  For,  though  in  gene- 
ral they  are  the  children  of  goit- 
rous parents,  and  have  frequently 


*  This  difference,  however,  may  he  occafioned  by  tlie  different  quality  of 
the  water,  as  well  as  by  the  fuperior  purity  of  the  air. 

thofe 
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thofe  fwellings  themfelves ;  yet 
the  contrary  often  happens:  and 
they  are  fometimes  the  oiFspring 
evei>  of  healthy  parents,  whofe 
other  children  are  all  properly  or- 
ganized. So  that,  it  feems,  the 
caufes  above  mentioned  operate 
more  or  lefs  upon  fome  conftitu- 
tions  than  upon  others ;  as  indeed 
is  obfervable  in  all  epidemical  dif- 
orders  whatfocver*. 

I  was  informed  at  Sion,  that 
the  number,  both  of  goitrous  per- 
fons,  and  of  idiots,  have  confide- 
rably  decreafed  within  thefe  few 
years;  and  tworeafons  were  afiign- 
ed  :  one  is,  the  laudable  care 
which  the  magiftrates  have  taken 
to  dry  up  the  ftagnant  waters  in 
the  neighbourhood  ;  and  the  other, 
the  cuftom  which  now  generally 
prevails  of  fending  the  children  to 
the  mountains  ;  by  which  means 
they  efcape  th<'  bad  efFedts  of  the 
nnwholefome  air  and  water. 

It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  a 
people  accuftomed  to  fee  thefe  ex- 
crefcences  daily,  will  not  be  at  all 
fhocked  at  their  deformity  ;  but  I 
do  not  find,  as  fome  writers  affert, 
that  they  confider  them  as  beau- 
ties :  I  cannot  believe  that  a  Val- 
laifan  poet  would  venture  to  ad- 
drefs  a  copy  of  verfes  to  his  mif- 
trefs  in  praife  of  her  goiter.  To 
judge    by  the    accounts   of  fome 


travellers,  one  might  fuppofe,  that 
all  thefe  people,  without  excep- 
tion, were  gifced  with  the  above 
appendage  :  whereas,  in  fadl,  as  I 
have  before  remarked,  the  Vallai- 
fans,  in  general,  are  a  robuft, 
hardy  race  of  people  ;  and  all  that 
with  truth  can  be  affirmed,  is, 
that  goitrous  perfons,  and  idiots, 
are  more  abundant  here  than  per- 
haps in  any  other  part  of  the 
globe. 

It  has  been  aflerted  alfo  by 
fome,  that  tbe  people  very  much 
refpedl  thefe  idiots,  and  even  con- 
fider them  as  bleflings  from  Hea- 
ven ;  an  affertion  which  is  as 
ftrongly  contradifted  by  others.  I 
made  many  inquiries  in  order  to 
get  at  the  truth  of  this  matter. 
Upon  my  queflioning  fome  gentle- 
men of  this  country,  whom  I  met 
at  the  baths  of  Leuk,  they  treated 
the  notion  as  abfurd  and  falfe : 
but  whether  they  fpoke  their  real 
fentiments,  or  were  unwilling  to 
confirm  what  they  thought  might 
lower  their  countrymen  in  the  opi- 
nion of  a  ftranger,  will  admit  per- 
haps of  fome  doubt.  For  I  have, 
fince  that  time,  repeatedly  enqui- 
red among  the  lower  fort,  and  am 
convinced, that  the  common  people 
efteem  them  as  bleflings.  They  call 
them  '*  Souls  of  God,  without 
*'  fin:"  and  there  are  many  pa- 


*  I  was  told  by  a  phyfician  of  the  Vallais,  that  children  are  fometimes  born 
with  goiters  j  and  I  law  ieveral,  fcarce  ten  years  old,  who  had  very  large  ones. 
Thefe  fwellings,  when  they  increafe  to  a  confiderable  magnitude,  check  refpi- 
ration,  and  render  thofe  who  have  them  exceedingly  languid  and  indolent. 
During  my  expedition  through  the  Vailais,  I  obferved  fome  of  all  proportions, 
from  the  fize  of  a  v/alnut  to  the  blgneis  of  a  peck  loaf. 

The  fpecies  of  idiots  I  have  mentioned  above,  and  who  are  deemed  by  many 
authors  as  peculiar  to  the  Vallais,  are  called  Cretins.  Among  thefe  I  alfo  ob- 
ferved a  kind  of  fenfible  gradation  :  namely,  from  thofe  who,  being  totally 
deaf  and  dumb,  and  incapable  of  helping  themfelves,  give  no  proof  of  their 
exiftence,  but  the  mere  animal  fenfntions ;  to  others,  v/ho  are  a  little  more 
animated,  and  poflefs  fome  faint  dawnings  of  reafon. 

rents 
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rents  who  prefer  thefe  idiot-chil-  pay  the  greater  attention  to  thofe 

dren  to  thofewhofe  underftandings  unhappy  brings,    who   are    incap- 

are  perfeft  ;    becaufe,  as   they  are  able  of  taking  care  of  themfelvee. 

incapable  of  intentional  crimina-  Thefe  idiots  aie  TufFered  to  marry, 

lity,  they  confider   them  as  more  as  well  among  thcmfelves  as  with 

certain  than  the  others  of  happinefs  others;  and  thus   the  breed  is,  in 

in  a  future  ftate.     Nor  is  this  opi-  in  fome  meafure,  prevented  from 

nion  entirely  without   fome  good  becoming  extind^-. 
effeft,  as  it  difpofes  the  parents  to 

*  Since  I  wrote  the  above  letter,  I  have  met  Vv-ith  an  account  of  thefe  Cretins 
in  the  "  Recherches  Philorophiques  I'ur  les  Americains."  The  ingenious 
author  compsres  them  with  the  Blafards  of  the  ifthnuis  of  Dari-n  ;  a  fpccies  of 
beings  who  refemble  the  wliitc:  negroes.  He  refers  to  a  memoir  written  ex- 
prefsly  upon  thefe  Cretins,  by  the  Count  of  Mogiron,  and  read  to  the  Royal 
Society  of  Lyons  :  I  am  forry  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  this  memoirj 
becaufe,  from  the  charafter  given  of  it  by  the  author  of  the  Recherches  Philofo- 
phiques,  it  muft  contain  feme  very  curious  remarks.  1  Ihall  here  fubjoin  his 
account  of  the  Cretins,  as  being,  in  many  refpefls,  more  ample  than  mincj 
premifing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  by  no  means  appears  thefe  Cretins  are  uni- 
verfally  goiters.  ,  ,      ^  , 

"  On  ne  fauroit  mieux  comparer  les  Blafards  quant  a  leurs  facultes,  a  leur 
**  degeneration,  eta  leur  etat,  qu'aux  Cret'ms  ({vCon  voit  en  affez  grand  nombre 
*'  dans  le  Valais,  et  principalement  a  Sion  capitale  de  ce  pays  :  ils  lont  fourds, 
*'  muets,  prefque  infenfibles  aux  coups,  et  portent  des  goitres  prodigleux  qui 
*'  leur  defcendent  jufqu'a  la  ceinture  :  ils  font  ni  furieux  ni  malfaifants,  quoiqu' 
"  abfolument  ineptes  et  incapables  de  penfer ;  ils  n'ont  qu'une  lorte  d'attrait 
**  affez  violent  pour  leurs  befoins  phyfiques,  et  s'abandonnent  aux  plaiiirs  de 
*•  fens  de  toute  efpece  fans  y  lbup9onner  aucune  crime,  aucune  indecence.  Les 
«'  habitans  du  Vallais  regardent  ces  Cretins  comme  les  anges  tutelaires  des 
"  families,  comme  des  faints ;  on  ne  les  contrarie  jamais,  on  les  foigne  avec 
*'  afTiduite,  on  n'oublie  rien  pour  les  ainufer,  et  pour  fatisfaire  leurs  gouts  et 
"  leurs  appetits;  les  enfants  n'oftnt  les  infulter,  et  les  vieillards  les  refpeitent. 
"  Ils  ont  la  peau  tres  livide  et  naiffent  Cretins,  c'eft-a-dire  auffi  ftupides,  aufll 
«  fimples  qu'il  eft  poflible  de  Tetre  :  les  annees  n'apportent  aucun  changemerit 
«  a  leur  etat  d'abrutilTement :  ils  y  perfiftent  jufqu'a  la  mort,  et  on  ne  connoit 
"  point  de  remede  capable  de  les  tirer  de  cet  aflbupiflement  de  la  raifon,  et  de 
"  cette  defaiUance  du  corps  et  de  Tefprit.  II  y  en  a  des  deux  fexes,  et  on  les 
"  honore  egalemcnt,  foit  qu'ils  foient  hommes  ou  femmes.  Le  refpeft  qu'oa 
"  porte  a  ces  perfonnes  atteintes  du  Cretinage,  eft  fondc  fur  leur  innocence  et 
"  leur  foibleffe  :  ils  ne  faurolent  pecher,  parce  qu'ils  ne  diftinguent  le  vice  de 
*'  la  vertu  ;  ils  ne  fauroient  nuire,  parce  quails  manquent  de  force,  de  vadlance, 
*«  ou  d'envie  ;  et  c'eft  juftement  le  cas  des  Blafards,  dont  la  ftupidite  eft  auffi 
♦'  grande  que  celle  des  Cretins." 

In  another  part  he  fays,  "  Mr.  De  Maugiron  attribue  les  caufes  du  Creti- 
"  nage  dc8  Vallaifans  a  la  malproprete,  li  Teducation,  aux  chakurs  exceaTives 
*«  des  vallees,  aux  eaux,  et  aux  goitres  qui  font  communs  a  tous  les  enfans  de 
"  .ce  pays  :  mais  il  y  cxifte  probablemcnt  une  autre  caufe  fpecifique,  que  Ton 
«'  lera  plus  a  portee  de  connoitre  quand  on  fera  parvenu  a  obtenir  la  permiiTion 
'<  de  diftequer  un  fie  ces  Cretins." 

See  Recherches  Phokjhphiques  fur  les  Americains,  &c.     Par  Mr.  De  P , 

Siiiatrieme  Partie,    Seffim  1, 

Account 
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AccQunt  of  the  Glaciers  of  Savoy, 
and  of  Mont  Blanc.  Froin  the 
fame. 

UPON  quitting  Trient,  we 
went  along  fome  n?.no'.y  val- 
lies  through  forells  of  pines  by  the 
fide  of  the  torrent  of  Trient  ;  and 
foon  afterwards  entered  the  valley 
of  Orfina,  which  led  us  to  the 
fmail  village  of  that  name  ;  a  lit- 
le  way  from  Trient  we  entered 
the  dutchy  of  Faucigny,  which  be- 
longs to  the  King  of  Sardinia. 
Our  road  was  very  rugged,  till 
we  arrived  at  the  vale  of  Cha- 
mouny  ;  the  great  mountains  and 
glaciers  of  Savoy  rifing  majefli- 
cally  before  us. 

There  are  live  glaciers,  which 
extend  almoft  to  the  plain  of  the 
vale  of  Charnouny,  and  are  fepa- 
rated  by  wild  fcrelb,  corn-fields, 
and  rich  meadows  :  fo  that  ini- 
menfe  trafts  of  ice  are  blended 
with  the  higheft  cultivation,  and 
perpetually  fucceed  to  each  other 
in  the  moft  fmgular  and  Ilriking 
viciffitude.     All  thefe  levcral  val- 


Hes  of  ice,  which  lie  chiefly  in 
the  hollows  of  the  mountains,  and 
are  fome  leagues  in  length,  unite 
together  at  the  foot  of  Mont 
Blanc ;  the  higheft  mountain  in 
Europe,  and  probably  of  the  an- 
tient  world. 

According;  to  the  calculations 
of  Mr.  De  Luc,  (by  whofe  ini- 
provernent  of  the  barometer,  ele- 
vations are  taken  with  a  degree 
of  accuracy  before  unattainable,) 
the  heighth  of  this  mountain  above 
the  level  of  the  fea  is  2^91  ^  French 
toifes.  Mr.  De  Sauffure,  profef- 
for  of  natural  philofophy  at  Ge- 
neva, has  made  ufe  of  the  above 
barometer  in  meafuring  the  eleva- 
tion of  feveral  very  confiderable 
mountains.  This  great  improve- 
ment of  the  barometer  marks  a 
diilinguiHied  a^ra  in  the  hiftory  of 
natural  philofophv  ;  as,  before  it 
was  reditied  by  that  ingenious  na- 
turalift,  Mr.  De  Luc,  its  uncer- 
tainty was  fo  great,  that  there  was 
no  relying  upon  the  menfurations, 
which  had  been  taken  by  that  inr 
ttrument  *. 

I  am 


*  It  was  by  this  means  that  Mr.  De  Luc  found  the  altitude  of  the  glacier  of 
"Buet ;  and  from  tlience  he  took  geometrically  the  elevation  of  Mont  Bl/'.nc  above 
the  Buet.  ■  The  labours  of  this  celebrated  naturalili,  and  his,  rules  for  com- 
puting heighths  !)v  the  baiometer,  are  to  be  found  in  his  very  valuable  trea- 
tife,  *'  Sur  les  M'jdif.cat!0?is  cir  VAtmetfphere.^''  Thefe  rules  are  explained,  and 
his  tables  redu-cedto  Eng-lifli  mealure,  by  Dr.  Mulkelyne,  R.  A. ;  and  Ibll 
more  fully  by  Dr.  Horfley,  iccretary  to  the  Royal  Society  :  both  thefe  trea- 
tifes  are  publifheti  in  th£  Pliilofophical  Tranl'aftions  for  the  year  1774. 

The  accuracy  of  the  b-nonietiical  mealuremerrts  made  by  Mr.  De  Luc,  was 
verified  by  Sir  tJeorge  Schuckborougii,  in  a  number  of  ingenious  experiments 
towards  ai'certaining  the  elevation  oi  Come  of  tiv- mountains  ot  Savoy,  a  Ihort 
time  before  I  arrived  at  Cleneva.  He  followed  Mr.  De  Luc's  method  ;  took 
the  lieighths  of  feveial  mouiitains,  reciprocally,  by  barometrical  and  geome- 
ti'ical  obfervations  ;  and  he  perceived  that  the  former  coincided  almoft  exaftly 
with  the  latter. 

Having  found  the  elevation  of  the  fummit  of  the  Mok,  a  neighbouring 
mountain,  above  the  furface  of  the  lake  of  Geneva ;  he  took  from  thence  the 
geometrical  altitude  of  Mont  Blunc. 

During  the  courfe  of  ilicfe  experiments,  he  was  enabled  to  cotreft  fome  trlf- 
3  *'"5 
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1  am  convinced,  from  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Mont  Blanc;  from  the 
heighths  of  the  mountains  around 
it  ;  from  its  fuperior  elevation 
above  them  ;  and  its  being  feen 
at  a  great  diftance  from  all  fides ; 
that  it  is  higher  than  any  moun- 
tain in  Swifferland ;  which,  ber 
yond  a'  doul^t,  is,  next  to  Mont 
Blanc,  the  higheiT  ground' in  Eu- 
rope. That  it  is  more  elevated 
than  any  part  of  Afia  and  Africa, 
is  an  afTertion  that  can  only  be 
made  good  by  comprvring  the  ju- 
dicious calculations  of  modern  tra- 
vellers, with  the  exaggerated  ac- 
counts of  former  ones ;  and  by 
ftiewing  that  there  is  no  mount-in 
in  thole  two  quarters  of  the  globe, 
the  altitude  whereof,  when  ac- 
curately taken,  amounts  to  2,400 
toifes*. 

Perhaps  in  no  inilance  has  the 
injagination  of  man  been  more 
creative,  or  more  given  to  'ampli- 
fication, than  in  afcertaiping  the 
heighths  of  mountains.  I  have 
been  confiderably  amufed  to-day 
with   confidering    this    article    in 


Gruner's  defcription  of  the  Swifs 
glaciers.  In  one  of  the  chapters, 
he  has  given  the  altitude  of  fome 
of  the  mofl:  remarkable  mountains 
of  the  globe,  agreeably  to  the 
calculations  of  feveral  famous  geo- 
graphers and  travellers,  both  an- 
tient  and  modern. 

According. to  Sirabo,  the 
highpfi:  mountain  of  the 
antieat  world  was  a- 
bout. 
According  to  Riccioli  - 
According  to  Father  Kir- 
cher,  who  took  the 
elevations  of  mountains 
by  the  uncertain  me- 
thod of  msafuring  their 
fhadovvs, 

JEir\:i  is  -  - 

The  Pike  of  Teneriff 

Mount  Athos     - 

Lariila  in  Egypt  -    - 


58,216 


4,000 
10,000 

2O,O0» 
28,000 


But    thefe    feveral    calculations 
are  evidently  fo  extravagant,  that- 
their     exaggeration     cannot     but 
ftrike  the  moll  common  obferver. 
U  we  confult  the  more  f  modern 

and 


ling  errors  that  had  crept  into  Mr.  De  Lvc's  computations  ;  to  improve  Ilili 
I'arther  the  difcoveries  of  the  latter;  and  has  facilitated  the  means  of  taking  ele- 
vatioHS,  by  fimplifying  the  tables  and  rules  .^eceflury  for  t'nat  purpofe.. 

The  height  oi  Mont  Blanc,  according  to  Sir  George  Schuckbprough,  i? 
15,662  feet  perpendicular  above  the  level  of  the  lea;  according  to  Mr.  Df 
Luc  Z39ii  French  toiies  ;  which,  reduced  to  our  meafure,  gives  15,303  feet; 
if  the  proportion  of  the  French  to  the  Engliih  foot  be  nearly  as  15  to  16,  vvith»- 
out  confidering  the  fratSlion.     The  difference  is  only  359  feet. 

|_See  Sir  Gecrge  Scbuckborougfys  Olfti-'vatiofis  made. in  Sa-'Voy.'\ 

*  General  Piiffer  indeed  computes  the  heiglith  of  the  Sckereckhorn  (the  moft 
elevated  of  the  Alps  in  the  c:mton  of  Ben.e)  as  equal  to  2,4.00  toil'es  abov^ 
the  level  of  the  fea  :  a  calculation,  however,  which  is  probably  fomewhat  ex- 
aggerated. For  although,  as  I  am  informed,  his  method  of  taking  ekva^ioriS 
is  in  itfelf  cxa6t  ;  yet  as  he  does  not  corre<5l  the  dilference  occalioned  by  the 
refra(5lions  of  the  atmoljiliere;  he  confequently  aiTigns  too  great  an  heighth. 
.Never.thelefs,  as  he  accurately  preferves  the  different  proportions,  this  exaggera- 
tion may  be  eafdy  reduced  to  the  true  ftandard.  Probably  the  Shereckhorn 
will  be  found  to  be  the  higheft  mountain  of  the  old  world,  excepting  Mo7it 
Blanc.  . 

f  In  order  to  determine  with  abfolute  certainty  that  Mont  Blanc  is  the;  high- 
.eft  point  of  the  old  world,  it  vvould  be  ncceiiary  to  eltimate,  by  the  lame  mode 

of 
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and  rational  accounts,  it  appears 
that  the  Pike  of  Teneriff  and 
^tna  have  been  frequently  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  higheft  moun- 
tains of  the  globe.  The  former  is 
eftimated  by  fome  natural  philo- 
fophers,  to  be  5,000  toifes  above 
the  level  of  the  fea ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  Feuillee,  this  elevation 
is  reduced  to  2,070  toifes  (and 
this  meafurement  too  is  probably 
fomewhat  beyond  the  truth)  where- 
as ^tna,  by  the  accurate  compu- 
tations of  Mr.  De  Sauflure,  rifes 
only  *  1672  toifes  above  the  fea. 
So  that  from  thefe  obfervations, 
as  well  as  from  thofe  which  have 
been  made  by  other  travellers, 
whofe  (kill  may  be  depended  upon. 


it  will  appear  that  there  are  few 
mountains,  except  thofe  in  Ame- 
rica, (the  elevation  whereof  reaches, 
according  to  Condamine,  to  above 
3,000  toifes)  which  are  equal  in 
heighth  to  Mo?2i  Blanc. 

The  accefs  to  Mont  Blanc  has 
been  hitherto  found  imprafticable. 
About  two  months  ago  four  inha- 
bitants of  Chamouny  attempted  to 
reach  it;  and  fet  out  from  that 
village  at  ten  in  the  evening. 
After  above  fourteen  hours  moft 
violent  fatigue,  employed  in  mount- 
ing rugged  and  dangerous  af- 
cents,  in  croffing  feveral  vallies 
of  ice,  and  large  plains  of  fnow, 
which  was  in  fome  parts  fo  loofe, 
that  they  funk  in  it  down  to  the 


of  menfuratlon,  Mont  Blanc,    the   Schereckhorn,   the  Pike  of  Teneriff,  the 
mountains  of  the  Moon  in  Africa,  the  Taurus,  and  the  Caucafus. 

The  latter  have  long  been  deemed  the  higheft  mountains  of  Afia;  and  fome 
philofophers,  upon  confideiing  the  great  fuperiority,  which  the  eaftern  rivers 
have  over  the  European,  both  in  depth  and  breadth,  have  drawn  from  thence  a 
prefumptive  argument,  that  the  Afiatic  mountains  are  much  more  elevated  than 
thofe  of  Europe.  But  conjeSlures  are  now  baniftied  from  natural  philofophy  : 
and,  till  fome  perfon  of  fufficient  ability  fhall  (hew  from  undoubted  calcula- 
tions, that  the  higheft  part  of  the  Caucafus  rifes  more  than  15,000  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea,  Mofit  Blanc  may  be  fairly  confidered  as  more  elevated. 

N.  B.  Throughout  the  text  I  have  made  ufe  of  the  French  toife,  confifting 
of  fix  French  feet. 

*  About  10,660 -Englifh  feet.  According  to  Sir  George  Schuckborough 
10,954. :  who  fays,  "  I  have  ventured  to  compute  the  heighth  of  this  celebrated 
*'  mountain  from  my  own  tables,  though  from  an  obfervation  of  Mr.  De  Sauf- 
**  fure,  in  1773?  which  that  gentleman  obligingly  communicated  to  me.  It 
**  will  ferve  to  (hew  that  this  Volcano  is  by  no  means  the  higheft  mountain  of 
•*  the  old  world  ;  and  that  Vefuvius,  placed  upon  Mount  .^tna,  would  not 
*'  be  equal  to  the  heighth  of  Mont  Blanc,  which  I  take  to  be  the  moft  elevated 
*'  point  in  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa.'" 

I  am  happy  to  find  my  conje£lures  corroborated  by  that  ingenious  and  accu- 
rate obferver. 

Feet. 

Heighth  of  .(^tna,  according  to  Sir  George         —        —  —        10,954 

Of  Vefuvius,  according  to  Mr.  De  Sauffure  —  — —         3,900 


Of  both  together  — 


—  14:854- 


Heighth  of  Mont  Blanc,  according  to  Sir  George  —  15,664 

Difference, — or  the  height  of  Mont  Blanc  above  that  of  u^tna  and  7  ^ 

Vefuvius  taken  together  — —  •■   ■  ■  5 

'  wailV ; 
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.  Waift  ;  they  found  themfelves  upon 
the  fummit  next  to  Mont  Blanc. 
At  firft  fight  it  appeared  fcarce  a 
league  dlftant :  however,  they  foon 
difcovered  that  the  clearnefs  of 
the  air,  the  extraordinary  white- 
nefs  of  the  fnovv,  and  the  heighth 
of  that  mountain,  made  it  feem 
rearer  than  it  was  in  reality  ;  and, 
they  perceived  with  regret,  that  it 
would  require  at  leaft  four  hours 
more  to  arrive  at  ir,  even  fup- 
pofing  it  were  pradlicable.  But 
as  the  day  was  now  far  advanced, 
and  the  vapours  towards  the  fum- 
mit of  Mont  Blanc  began  to  ga- 
ther into  clouds  ;  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  return  without  having  ac- 
complifhed  their  enterprife.  They 
had  no  time  to  lofe  :  and  as  they 
were  returning  in  great  hafte,  one 
of  the  party  flipped  down  in  at- 
tempting to  leap  over  a  chafm  of 
ice.  He  had  in  his  hand  a  long 
pole,  fpiked  with  iron,  which  he 
had   ftruck    into   the   ice  on   the 


other  fide  of  the  opening ;  and 
upon  this  he  hung  dreadfully  fuf- 
pended  for  a  few  moments,  until 
he  was  taken  out  by  his  compa- 
nions. The  danger  he  had  juft 
efcaped,  made  fuch  an  impreflioa 
upon  him,  that  he  fainted  awa}', 
and  continued  for  fome  time  in 
that  ficuation  :  he  was  at  length, 
iTOwever,  brought  to  hirr.felf,  and, 
though  confiderably  bruifed,  he 
fuiSciently  recovered  to  be  able  to 
go  on.  They  did  net  arrive  at 
Chamouny  till  eight  that  evening, 
after  having  pafled  two  and  twenty 
hours  of  inconceivable  fatigue, 
and  being  more  than  once  in  dan- 
ger of  Icfing  their  lives  in  thofe 
defolate  regions  ;  but,  as  fome 
fort  of  recompence  for  fo  much, 
danger  and  fatigue,  they  have  the 
fatisfaftion,  at  leaft,  to  boall  of 
having  approached  nearer  to  Mont 
Blanc  than  any  former  adventur- 
ers *. 

I  am,  &c. 


*  According  to  Sir  George  Schuckborough,  the  fummit  to  vi'hich  they  ar- 
rived, is  more  than  13,000  feet  above  the  Mediterranean.  Thefe  perfons  how- 
ever do  not  feem  to  have  taken  fufficient  precautions  for  fo  perilous  an  enter- 
prize  :  for  the  expedition  was  not  only  hazr.rdous  to  a  great  degree,  but  it  was 
alfo  too  fatiguing  and  too  difficult  to  be  accompliflied  within  twenty-four 
hours.  They  ought  to  have  fet  out  in  the  morning,  have  taken  furs  with 
them,  and,  if  poffible,  have  found  fome  proper  place  in  which  to  have  paiTed 
tlie  night.  If  that  could  have  been  accompliOied,  and  if  by  any  means  they 
could  have  guarded  themfelves  againft  the  piercing  cold,  they  would  have  been 
fufficiently  refreflied  the  next  morning  to  purfue  their  expedition ;  and  would 
not  have  found  themfelves,  after  advancing  within  four  hours  of  Mont  Blanc, 
fo  fatigued  and  terrified  as  to  be  unable  to  proceed ;  nor  the  day  fo  far  fpent, 
that,  had  they  gone  on,  they  muft  have  been  overtaken  by  daiknefs,  and  would 
probably  have  either  fallen  down  one  of  the  precipices,  or  have  perilhed  with 
cold. 


Vofc.  XXII. 
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Account  of  the  laff  Dr.  Kti'ght'j 
Met  bed  of  making  artificial  Lnad~ 
Jioftes ;  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Wil- 
fon,  F.'R.S. 

[From  the  Plijlofophical  Tranfaaiona.] 

^1~^  H  E  method  of  making  arti- 
^  iicial  Loadftones,  as  it  was 
difcovered  and  pradlif^d  by  the 
late  Dr.  Gowin  Knight,  being 
UT' known  to  the  public,  and  I 
myfelf  having  been  freanently 
prefent  when  the  doftor  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mofl:  mareri^d  fteps 
of  that  curious  procefs,  1  thought 
a  communication  thereof  would 
be  .-.greeable  to  you  and  the  philo- 
fophic  world. 

The  method  was  this :  having 
provided  hinifelf  with  a  large 
quantity  of  clean  filings  of  iron, 
he  put  them  into  a  large  tub  that 
was  more  than  one-third  filled 
with  clean  water:  he  then,  with 
great  labour,  worked  the  tub  to 
and  fro  for  many  hoars  together, 
that  the  fridtioa  between  the 
grains  of  iron  by  this  treatment 
might  break  oiT  Aich  fmaller" parts 
as  would  remain  fufpended  in  the 
water  for  a  time.  The  obtain- 
ing of  thofe  very  fmall  particles 
in  fufficient  quantity  fecmed  to 
him  to  be  one  of  the  principal  de- 
Jiderata  in  the  eyperiment. 

The  water  being  by  this  treat- 
ment   rendered  ^t^-^  muddy,    he 


poured  the  fartie  into  a  dean 
earthen  veilel,  leaving  the  filings 
behind  ;  and  when  the  water  had 
flood  long  enough  to  become*'clear, 
he  poured  it  out  carefuUv,  with- 
out diflurbing  fuch  of  the  iron  le- 
diment  as  ftill  remained,  which 
now  appeared  reduced  almoll  to 
impalpable  powder.  This  powder 
was  afterwards  removed  into  ano- 
ther veffel,  in  order  to  dry  it  ; 
bat  as  he  had  not  obtained  a  pro- 
per quantity  thereof,  by  this  one 
hep,  he  was  obliged  to  repeat  the 
-procefs  many  times. 

Having  at  laft  procured  enough 
of  this  very  fine  powder,  the  next 
thing  to  be  done  was  to  make  a 
pafte  of  it,  and  that  with  fome  ve- 
hicle which  would  contain  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  the  phlogi- 
ftic  principle  ;  for  this  purpofe 
he  had  recourfe  to  linfeed  oil,  in 
preference  to  all  other  fluids. 

With  thefe  two  ingredients  only 
he  made  a  ItifF  pafte,  and  took 
particular  care  to  knead  it  well  be- 
fore he  moulded  it  into  convenient 
fliapes. 

Sometimes,  whilft  the  pafte  con- 
tinued in  its  foft  ftate,  he  would 
put  the  impreffion  of  a  feal  upon 
the  feveral  pieces  :  one  of  which 
is  in  the  Britifh   Mufeum. 

This  parte  was  theri   put  npon 

wood,  and  fometimes  on  tiles,  in 

order  to  bake  or  dry  it  before  a 

moderate 
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inoderate  Hre,  at  a  foot  diftance  or 
thereabouts. 

The  dodor  found,  that  a  mo- 
derate fire  ivas  moll  proper,  be- 
caule  a  greater  degree  of  heat  made 
the  compofitioa  frequent])'  crack 
in  rnaiiy  places. 

The  tira^i  rctiuired  for  the  bak- 
ing or  drying  of  this  pafts  was  ge- 
nerally five  or  fix  hours  before  it 
attained  a  fufiicient  degree  of  hard- 
nefs.  When  that  was  done,  and 
the  feveral  baked  pieces  were  be- 
come coldi  he  gave  them  their 
magnetic  virtue  in  any  direc- 
tion hepleafed,  by  placing  them 
between  the  extreme  ends  of  his 
la;ge  m.agazine  of  artificial  mag- 
nets fof  a  few  feconds  or  more,  as 
he  faw  occafion. 

By  this  method  the  virtue  they 
acquired  was  fuch,  that  when  any 
one  of  thofe  pieces  was  held  be- 
tween two  of  his  beft  ten  guinea 
bars,  with  its  poles  purpofely  in- 
vcrtedi  it  immediately  of  itfelf 
turned  about  to  recover  its  na- 
tural direftion,  which  the  force 
of  thofe  very  powerful  bars  was 
210C  fufficient  to  couateratTl:. 

I  am,  &c. 


A  Method  to  make  Potatce- Bread 
nvithout  the  Admixture  of  Flour, 
hy  M.  Parmentier,  Member  of 
the  College  of  Pharmacy,  Royal 
Cenfcr,  &c.  of  the  Royal  Print- 
ing-Office at  Paris. 

Of  the    Starch. 

THE  potatoes  muft  be  well 
v/afhed;  they  mull  be  ground 
fine  with  the  afiiRance  of  a  tin 
rafp  J  they  are  thereby  converted 
into  a  liquid  pafle,  which  muft 
be  diluted  in  water,  and  well  agi- 
tated, in  order  to  empty  it  into  a 
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fieve  placed  over  a  proper  veileL 
The  water  paffes  with  the  ftarch  of 
the  potatoes ;  this  llarch  mult  be 
well  waflied  in  feveral  waters ;  ic 
is  to  be  divided  into  fmall  pieces, 
and  expofed  to  the  air,  in  order  to 
dry  it;  it  is  of  a  moil  exquiiita 
vvhitenefs.  I'he  fubilance  which 
remains  in  the  fieve  is  the  moft 
fibrous  part ;  it  mull  be  dried  af- 
ter all  the  moifi:ure  is  preiT'ed  out 
of  it  ;  it  may  be  ufed  in  the  com- 
poficion  of  brown  bread,  or  may 
be  given  in  that  fiate  to  poultry. 

Remarks. — One  pound  of  po- 
tatoes contains  three  ounces  of 
llarch,  two  ounces  of  fibrous  fub- 
fiance  and  extradive  matter,  and 
eleven  ounces  of  vegetative  wa- 
ter. Thefe  fubilances  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  foil 
and  the  fpecies  of  the  potatoe.  It 
is  to  clear  this  root  from  the  fu- 
perabundance  of  water  which  it 
contains,  and  to  feparate  the  llarch 
from  the  other  fubilances  which 
conllitute  the  potatoe,  that  the 
foregoing  procefs  is  put  in  prac- 
tice. You  may,  in  lieu  of  a  rafp, 
which  renders  the  operation  te- 
dious, fubftitute  a  broad  wheel 
with  double  parallel  fpokes,  upon 
the  fame  axis  or  axletree,  lliod 
with  plate  iron,  ftamped  with  holes, 
inllead  of  bands  of  iron,  or  any- 
other  inllrument ;  belidcj,  necelfi- 
ty  and  pradice  will  foon  clear  up 
that  point. 

The  llarch  extraftcd  from  po- 
tatoes has  this  advantage  ;  that  it 
may  be  kept  for  many  years  with- 
out the  leafl  alteration,  and  will 
llill  fubfill  without  corruption^ 
or  untouched  in  a  frozen  pota- 
toe, even  when  animals  will  not 
eat  it. 

Of  the  Pulp.-— Put  the  potatoes 
in' boiling-watw  i  when  they  are 

H  z  b'jikd 
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boiled  enough,  caft  away  the  wa- 
ter, and  peel  them ;  and,  with 
the  afliftancc  of  a  wooden  roller, 
reduce  them  into  a  pafte,  which, 
by  grinding,  grows  ftifFand  elaftic. 
When  there  are  no  more  clots  or 
lumps  in  the  whole  mai's,  then  the 
pulp  is  in  perfedtion. 

Remarks. — The  parts  which 
conftitute  the  potatoe  are  in  its 
natural  ftate  divided  ;  afcer  boil- 
ing, thefe  parts  are  io  united  as 
to  be  but  one  homogeneous  mafs. 
The  flarch,  the  fibrous  fubllance 
which  floated,  as  one  may  fay, 
in  the  vegetative  water,  are  in  it 
diflblved. 

It  is  from  this  very  fimple  ope- 
ration that  the  whole  fabrication 
of  potatoe-bread  depends  ;  with- 
out it,  no  panification  :  moreover, 
the  potatoe  muft  neceflarily  be  in 
that  ftate  when  we  intend  to  mix 
it  with  any  other  grain,  fuch  as 
buck-wheat,  barley,  or  oats :  un- 
der any  other  form,  its  union  with 
thefe  forts  of  grain  will  make,  at 
beft,  but  a  coarfe  bread. 

Of  the  Bread. — Take  iive  pounds 
of  dried  ftarch,  and  five  pounds  of 
the  pulp  ;  dilTolve  a  fuitable  quan- 
tity of  leaven  or  yeaft  in  warm 
water  the  eve  or  night  before. 
The  mixture  being  exaftly  made, 
let  it  lie  all  night  in  a  kneading 
trough,  well  covered  and  kept 
warm  until  the  next  day  ;  this  is 
the  fecond  leaven  ;  then  add  five 
pounds  more  of  ftarch,  and  the 
fame  quantity  of  pulp,  and  knead 
it  well.  The  water  muft  be  in 
proportion  as  a  fifth  part,  that  is 
to  fay,  that  upon  twenty  pounds 
of  pafte  there  muft  be  five  pounds 
of  the  water.  You  muft  obferve 
that  the  water  be  ufed  as  hot  as 
pofuble. 
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The  pafte  being  completely 
kneaded,  it  muft  be  divided  into 
fmall  loaves :  this  bread  requires 
flow  preparation,  and  the  oven 
muft  be  equally  and  moderately 
heated  :  it  will  require  two  hours 
bakincj. 

The  fait  with  which  they  fea- 
fon  the  bread  in  fome  provinces 
is  alfo  necefTary  for  this  :  the 
quantity  depends  on  the  tafte ; 
but  half  a  drachm  feems  to  be  fuffi- 
cient. 

Any  one  may  eafily  conceive 
that  this  abftrad;  cannot  wholly 
give  an  ideJi  of  the  procefs,  and 
that  thofe  who  have  the  fabrica- 
tion of  this,  bread  at  heart  muft 
be  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
their  own  experience,  becaufe  no 
exaft  account  is  to  be  expefted 
when  a  new  preparation  is  to  be 
performed. 


Dcfcription  of  a  inc(t  effediial  Method 
ofjeairing  Buildings  againjl  Fire, 
in-vcjitcd  hy   Charles   Lord  Vif- 
count  Mahon,  F.  R.  S. 
[From  the  PhiiofophicalTranfadions.] 

THE  new  and  very  fimple 
method  which  I  have  difco- 
vered  of  fecuring  every  kind  of 
building  (even  though  conftrufted 
of  timbei)  againft  all  danger  of 
fire,  may  very  properly  be  divided 
into  three  parts ;  namely,  under- 
flooring,  extra-lathing,  and  inter- 
fecurir.g,  which  particular  methods 
may  be  applied,  in  part  or  in 
whole,  to  different  buildings,  ac- 
cording to  the  various  ciixum- 
ftances  attending  their  conftruc-' 
tion,  and  according  to  the  degree 
of  accumulated  fire,  to  which  each 
of  thefe  buildings  may  be  expofed, 

from- 
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From  the  difFcrent  ufes  to  which 
they  are  meant  to  be  appropriat- 
ed. The  method  of  under-flooring 
may  be  divided  into  two  parts  ; 
ftz.  into  Jingle  and  double  ujider- 
Jiooriug. 

The  method  6^ Jingle  under-Jloor- 
ing  is  as  follows :  A  common  ftrong 
lath,  of  about  one  quarter  of  an 
itich  thick  (either  of  oak  or  fir) 
Ihould  be  nailed  agninft  each  fide 
of  every  joift,  and  of  every  main 
timber,  which  fupports  the  floor 
intended  to  be  fecurcd.  Other 
fimilar  laths  ought  then  to  be 
nailed  the  whole  length  of  the 
joifts,  with  their  ends  butting 
againg  each  other  :  thefe  are  what 
I  call  the  fillets.  The  top  of  each 
fillet  oughc  to  be  at  one  inch  and 
a  half  below  the  top  of  the  joifts 
or  timbers  againfl:  which  they  are 
nailed.  Thefe  fillets  v/ill  then 
form,  as  it  were,  a  fort  of  fmall 
ledge  on  each  fide  of  all  the  joifts. 

When  the  fillets  are  going  to  be 
nailed  on,  fome  of  the  rough  plaf- 
ter  hereafter  mentioned  mult  be 
fpread  with  a  trowel  all  along  that 
fide  of  each  of  the  fillets  which  is 
to  lay  next  to  the  joifts,  in  order 
that  thefe  fillets  may  be  well  bed- 
ded therein,  when  they  are  nailed 
on,  fo  that  there  Ihould  not  be 
any  interval  between  the  fillets 
and  the  joifts.  A  great  number 
of  any  common  laths  (either  cf 
oak  or  fir)  muft  be  cut  nearly  to 
the  length  of  the  width  of  the  in- 
tervals between  the  joifts.  Some 
of  the  rough  plafter  referred  to 
above  ought  to  be  fpread  with  a 
trowel,  fucceflively  upon  the  top 
of  all  the  fillets,  and  along  the 
fides  of  that  part  of  the  joifts  which 
is  between  the  top  of  the  fillets 
and  the  upper  edge  of  the  joifts. 
The  fliort  pieces  of  common  laths 


juft  mentioned  ought  (in  order  to 
fill  up  the  intervals  between  the 
joifts  that  fupport  the  floor)  to  be 
laid  in  the  contrary  diredion  to 
the  joifts,  and  clofe  together  in  a 
row,  fo  as  to  touch  one  another, 
as  much  as  the  want  of  ftraitnefs 
in  the  laths  will  poflibly  allow, 
without  the  laths  lapping  over 
each  other  ;  their  ends  muft  reft 
upon  the  fillets  fpoken  of  above, 
and  they  ought  to  be  well  bedded 
in  the  rough  plafter.  It  is  not 
proper  to  ufe  any  nails  to  faften 
down  either  thefe  fhort  pieces  of 
laths,  or  thofe  fhort  pieces  here- 
after mentioned. 

Thefe  flliort  pieces  of  laths 
ought  then  to  be  covered  with  one 
thirk  coat  of  the  rough  plafter 
fpoken  of  hereafter,  which  Ihould 
be  fpread  all  over  them,  and  which 
fhould  be  brought,  with  a  trowel, 
to  be  about  level  with  the  tops 
of  the  joifts,  bur  not  above  them. 
This  rough  plafter  in  a  day  or 
two  fliould  be  trowelled  all  over 
clofe  home  to  the  fides  of  the 
joifts ;  but  the  tops  of  the  joifts 
ought  not  to  be  any  ways  covered 
with  it. 

The  method  of  double  under -fioor- 
ing  is,  in  the  firft  part  of  it,  ex- 
adtly  the  fame  as  the  method  juft 
defcribed.  The  fillets  and  the 
fhort  pieces  of  laths  are  applied 
in  the  fame  manner  ;  but  the  coat 
of  rough  plafter  ought  to  be  lit- 
tle more  than  half  as  thick  as 
the  coat  of  rough  plafter  applied 
in  the  method  oi  fingle  under  floor' 
iug. 

In  the  method  of  double  under- 
flooring,  as  faft  as  this  coat  of 
rough  plafter  is  laid  on,  fome  more 
of  the  fhort  pieces  of  laths,  cut  as 
above  dircfted,  muft  be  laid  in 
the  intervals  between  the  joifts  upon 

H  3  the 


with  water.  This  rough  plafler 
ought  never  to  be  made  thin  for 
any  of  the  work  mentioned  in 
this  paper.  The  ftiffer  it  is  the 
better,  provided  it  be  not  too  dry 
to  be  fpread  properly  upon  the 
laths.      If  the  flooring  boards  are 
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the  firfi:  coat  of  rough  plafter  ;  and  it;  but  the  hay  ought  never  to  bft 

each  of  thefe  fhort  laths  tnuft  be,  put  in,  till   the  two  other  ingre- 

one  after  *the  other,  bedded  deep  dients  are  well  beat  up  together 
jind  quite  found  into  this  rough 
plainer  whilft  it  is  foft.  Thefe 
fhort  pieces  of  laths  Ihould  be  laid 
alfo  as  ciofe  as  poffible  to  each 
other,  and  in  the  fame  dirc£lion 
as  the  firft  layer  of  fliort  laths. 

A   coat   of    the    fame    kind    of 

rough  plafter  fliould  then  be  fpread  required  to  be   laid  very   foon,   a 

over    this     fecond    layer    of    fhort  fourth    or    a    fifth    part  of    quick 

laths,  as  there   was  upon  the  firlT:  lima  in   powder,  very  well  mixed 

layer  above  defcribed.     This  coat  with  this  rough  plafter  juft  before 

of  rough   plafter  ftiould  (as  above  it  is  ufed,  will  caufe  i:  to  dry  very 

diredled   for  the    method  of  fingh  fait. 

under -floor  ing)  be  trowelled  level  I  have  pradlifed  this  method  in 
with  the  tops  of  the  joifts,  but  an  exteniive  work  with  great  ad- 
it ought  not  to  rife  above  them,  vantage.  In  three  iveeks  this 
The  fooner  this  fecond  coat  of  rough  plafter  grows  perfectly  dry. 
rough  plafter  is  fpread  upon  the  The  rough  plafter,  fo  made,  may 
fecond  layer  of  fliort  laths  juft  men-  be  applied  at  all  limes  of  the 
tioned  the  better.  What  follows  year  with  the  greateft  fuccefs. 
is  common  to  the  method  of  fingle  The  ea.'ieft  method,  by  much,  of 
as  well  as  to  that  of  double  undo--  reducing  q^idck  lime  to  powder  is  by 
flooring.  dropping  zfmall  quantity  of  water 
Common  coarfe  lime  and  hair  on  the  lime-ftone,  a  little  while 
(fuch  as  generally  ferves  for  the  before  the  powder  is  intended  to 
pricking  up  coat  in  plaftering)  may  be  ufed:  the  lime  will  ftill  re- 
•be  ufed  for  all  the  purpofes  before  tain  a  very  fufficient  degree  of 
or  hereafter  mentioned  ;   but  it  is  heat. 

confiderably    cheaper,     and    even         When    the    rough    plafter-work 

much  better,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  to  between    the  joifts    has    got    tho- 

inake    ufe  of  hay  inftead  of  hnir,  roughly  dry,  it    ought   to   be  ob- 

in    order    to    prevent   the    plafter-  ferved,  whether  or   not,  there  be 

work   from    cracking.      The    hay  any    fmall   cracks    in  it,    particu- 

ought  to  be  chopped  to  about  three  larly  next  to  the  joifts.     If  there 

inches  in  length,  but  no  fiiorter.  are  any,   they  ought  to  be  wafticd 

One   meafure   of   common    rough  over  with  a  bruih,  wet  with  wor/^^- 

fand,     two    meafures    of    flacked  tvajh,  v/hich  will  eftedtually  clofe 

lime,  and   three  meafures  but  not  them;  but  there  will  never  be  any 

lefs  of   chopped    hay,    will    prove  cracks    at    all,   if  the   chopped  hay 

in  general,  a   very  good    propor-  and  the  ^fK/ri /z/«^  be  properly  made 

tion,  when  fufncientiy  beat  up  to-  ufe  of. 

gether  in  the  manner  of  common         The  mortar- wafti  I  make  ufe  of 

mortar.     The  hav    muft    be    well  is   merely  this.      About  two  mear 

dragged    in    this    kind    of    rough  fures  of  quick  lime,   and  one  me:;- 

plafter^  and  well  intermixed  with  fure  of  common  fand,  fhould  be 
6  put 
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put  into  a  pail,  and  fliould  be 
well  ftirred  up  with  water,  till  the 
water  grgws  very  thick,  fo  as  to  be 
almoft  of  the  confiftency  of  a  thin 
jelly.  This  wafli,  when  ufed,  will 
grow  dry  in  a  few  minutes. 

Before  the  fiooring  boards  are 
laid,  a  fmall  quantity  of  very  dry 
common  fand  lliouid  be  llrewed 
over  the  rough  plafter-work,  but 
not  over  the  tops  of  the  joifts.  The 
fand  fhould  be  llruck  fmooth  with 
an  hollow  rule,  which  ought  to 
be  about  the  length  of  the  diftance 
from  joift  to  joift,  and  of  about 
one  eighth  of  an  inch  curvature  ; 
which  rule,  paffing  over  the  fand 
in  the  fame  diredlion  with  the 
joills,  will  caufe  the  fand  to  lay 
rjtiier  rounding  in  the  middle  of 
the  interval  between  each  pair  of 
joilh.  The  flooring  boards  may 
then  be  laid -and  faftened  down  in 
the  ufual  manner  ;  but  very  parti- 
cular attention  muft  be  paid  to 
the  rough  plafter-work  and  to  the 
fand  being  moft  perfcdly  dry  be- 
fore the  boards  are  laid,  for  fear 
of  the  dry-rot  ;  of  which  how- 
ever there  is  no  kind  of  danger, 
when  this  precaution  is  made  ufe 
of.  The  method  of  under -flooring 
I  have  alfo  applied  with  the  ut- 
molt  fuccefs,  to  a  wooden  ftair- 
cafe.  It  is  made  to  follow  the 
fhape  of  the  ileps,  but  no  fand  is 
laid  upon  the  rough  plafter-work 
in  this  cafe. 

The  method  of  extra  -  lathing 
may  be  applied  to  cieling  joifts, 
to  floping  roofs,  and  to  wooden 
partitions.  It  is  fimply  this  :  as 
the  laths  are  going  to  be  nailed 
on,  fome  of  the   above-mentioned 
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rough  plafter. ought  to  be  fpread 
between  thefe  laths  and  the  joifts 
(or  other  timbers)  againft  which 
thefe  laths  are  to  be  nailed.  The 
laths  ought  to  be  nailed  very  clofe 
to  each  other.  When  either  of  the 
ends  of  any  of  the  laths  laps  over 
other  laths,  it  ought  to  be  attended 
to,  that  th.efe  ends  be  bedded 
found  in  fome  of  the  fame  kind  of 
rough  plafter.  This  attention  is 
equally  neceflary  for  the  fecond 
layer  of  laths  hereafter  men- 
tioned. 

The  firft  layer  of  laths  ought 
to  be  covered  with  a  pretty  thick 
coat  of  the  fame  rough  plafter 
fpoken  of  above.  A  fecond  layer 
of  laths  ought  then  to  be  nailed 
on,  each  lath  being,  as  it  is  put 
on,  well  fqueezed  and  bedded 
found  into  the  foft  rough  plafter. 
For  this  reafon,  no  more  of  this 
firft  coat  of  rough  plafter  ought  to 
be  laid  on  at  a  time  than  what 
can  be  immediately  followed  with 
the  fecond  layer  of  laths. 

The  laths  of  this  fecond  layer 
ought  to  be  laid  as  clofe  to  each 
other  as  they  can  be,  to  allow  of 
a  proper  clench  for  the  rough 
phiiler.  Tlie  laths  of  the  fecond 
layer  *  may  then  be  plaftered  over 
with  a  coat  of  the  lame  kind  of 
rough  plafter,  or  it  may  be  plaf- 
tered over  in  the  ufual  manner. 

The  third  metiiod,  which  is  that 
of  i7itcr-J'e curing,  is  very  fimilar, 
in  moft  refpedts,  to  that  of  ww^rr- 
Jlooring;  but  no  fand  is  afterwards 
to  be  laid  upon  it.  Intcrfecuring, 
is  applicable  to  the  fame  parts  of 
a  building  as  the  method  oi extra- 
lathing   juft  defcribed ;    but  it    is 


*  If  a  third  layer  of  laths  be  immediately  nailed  on,  and  be  covered  with  a 
third  coat  of  rough  plafter,  I  then  call  the  method  treble  lathing  \  but  this  me- 
thod oi  treble  lathing  can  almoft  in  no  cafe  be  required. 

H  4  not 
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not    often   neceflary   to  be   made 
ufe  of. 

I  have  made  a  prodigious  num- 
.ber  of  experiments  upon  every  part 
of  thefe  diiFerent  methods.  I 
caufed  a  wooden  building  to  be 
conflrucled  at  Chenjening  in  Kent, 
in  order  to  perform  them  in  the 
inoft  natural  manner.  The  me- 
thods of  extra-lathing  and  double 
under-jlooring  were  the  only  ones 
made  ufe  of  in  that  building. 

On  the  26ch  of  September  1777, 
I  had  the  honour  to  repeat  feme 
of  my  experiments  before  the  pre- 
fident  and  fome  of  the  fellows  of  the 
Royal  Society,  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, the  committee  of  city  lands, 
feveral  of  the  foreign  miaifters, 
^nd  a  great  number  of  other  per 
fons. 

The  firft  experiment  was  to  fill 
the  lower  room  of  the  building 
(which  room  was  about  twenty-fix 
feet  long  by  fixteen  wide)  full  of 
fhavings  and  faggots,  mixed  with 
combuftibles,  and  to  fet  them  all 
on  fire.  The  heat  was  fo  intenfe, 
that  the  glafs  of  the  windows  was 
melted,  like  fo  much  common  feal- 
ing  wax,  and  run  down  in  drops, 
yet  the  flooring  boards  of  chat  very 
room  were  not  burnt  through,  nor 
was  one  of  the  fide  timbers,  floor- 
joifts,  or  cieling-joiib  damaged  in 
the  fmalleil;  degree;  and  the  per- 
fons  who  went  into  the  room  im- 
mediately over  the  room  filled  with 
fire,  did  not  perceive  any  ill  ef- 
fefts  from  it  whatever,  even  the 
floor  of  that  room  being  perfeiitly 
cool  during  that  enormous  con- 
flagration immediately  under- 
neath, 

I  then  caufed  a  kind  of  wood- 
en building  of  fall  fifty  feet  in 
Jengthj  and  of  threeN.flories  high 
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in  the  middle,  to  be  eretSted,  quite 
clofe  to  one  end  of  the  fecured 
wooden  houfe.  I  filled  and  co- 
vered this  building  v/fth  above 
eleven  hundred  large  kiln  faggots, 
and  feveral  loads  of  dry  fhavings; 
and  I  fet  this  pile  on  fire.  The 
height  of  the  flame  was  no  lefs 
than  eighty-feven  feet  perpendi- 
cular from  the  ground,  and  the 
grafs  upon  a  bank,  at  a  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  from  the  fire,  was 
all  fcorched  ;  yet  the  fecured 
wooden  building,  quite  contiguous 
to  this  vaft  heap  of  fire,  was  not 
at  all  damaged,  except  fome  parts 
of  the  outer  coat  of  plaller-work. 

This  experiment  was  intended 
to  reprefent  a  wooden  town  on 
fire,  and  to  fhow  how  efFedlually 
even  a  wooden  building,  if  fecur- 
ed according  to  my  new  method, 
would  itop  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames  on  that  fide,  without  any 
affiflance  from  fire-engine?,  &c. 

The  laft  experiment  I  made  that 
day  was,  the  attempting  to  burn 
a  v;ooden  ftair-cafe,  fecured  ac- 
cording to  my  fimple  method  of 
under-f coring.  The  underfide  of 
the  llair-cafe  was  extra-lathed.  Se- 
veral very  large  kiln  faggots  were 
laid,  and  kindled,  under  the  flair- 
cafe,  round  the  flairs  and  upon 
the  fleps ;  this  wooden  flair-cafe 
notwithflanding  refifled,  as  if  it 
had  been  of  fire-flone,  all  the  at- 
tempts that  were  made  to  con- 
fume  it.  I  have  fince  made  five 
other  flill  ftronger  fires  upon  this 
fame  flair-cafe,  without  having 
repaired  it,  having,  moreover, 
filled  the  fmall  place  in  which  this 
flair-cafe  is,  entirely  with  fhav- 
ings and  large  faggots  ;  but  the 
flair-cafe  is,  however,  flill  fland- 
ing,  and  is  but  little  da- 
maged. 

Ja 
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In  moft  houfes  it  is  neceflary 
ally  to  fecure  the  floors  ;  and  that 
according  to  the  method  of  Jingle 
under-flooring  already  deicnbed. 
The  extra  expence  of  it  (all  ma- 
terials included)  is  only  about  nine- 
pmce  per  fquare  yard,  unlefs  there 
ihould  he  particular  difficulties  at- 
tending the  execution,  in  which 
cafe,  it  will  vary  a  little.  When 
quick  lime  is  made  ufe  of,  the  ex- 
pence  is  a  trifle  more.  The  extra- 
expence  of  the  method  of  extra- 
lathing,  is  no  more  than  fix-pence 
per  fquare  yard  for  the  timber, 
fide-walis,  and  partitions;  but  for 
the  cieling  about  nine-pence  per 
fquare  yard.  No  extra-lathing  is 
neceflary  in  the  generality  of 
houfes. 


Inftriinions  for  cultivating  and  curing 
Tobacco  in  England.  From  Mr. 
Carver'j  Treatife  on  that  Subjc^. 

THE  heft  ground  for  raifing 
tlie  plant  is  a  warm  rich  foil, 
not  fubjetl  to  be  over-run  with 
weeds;  for  from  thefe  it  mud  be 
totally  cleared.  The  foil  in  which 
it  grows  in  Virginia  is  inclining  to 
fandy,  confequently  warm  and 
light;  the  nearer  therefore  the  na- 
ture of  the  land  approaches  to  that, 
the  greater  probability  there  is  of 
its  flourifliing  here.  The  fituation 
moft  preferable  for  a  plantation  is 
the  fouthern  declivity  of  a  hill,  or 
a  fpot  that  is  flieltered  from  the 
blighting  north  winds  which  fo 
frequently  blow,  during  the  fpring 
months,  in  this  ifland.  But  ac  the 
fame  time  the  plants  mull:  enjoy  a 
free  current  of  air  ;  for  if  that  be 
obftrufted  they  will  not  profper. 

As  the  tobacco  plant,  being  an 
annual,  is  only  to  be  raifed  from 
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feed,  the  greateft  care  in  purchaf- 
ing  thefe  is  neceflary  ;  left  by  fow- 
ing  fuch  as  is  not  good,  we  lofe, 
with  the  expefted  crop,  the  feafon. 
The  different  forts  of  the  feeds  not 
being  diftinguifhable  from  each 
Other,  nor  the  goodnefs  to  be  af- 
certained  by  their  appearance  ;  the 
purchafcr  fliould  apply  to  a  perfon 
of  charafter  in  that  profeflion.  In 
defcribing  the  manner  in  which 
the  plant  ought  to  be  rai fed  from 
the  feed,  as  well  as  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  progrefs,  I  fhall  confine  my- 
felf  to  the  praftice  of  the  northern 
colonies  of  America,  as  thefe  are 
more  parallel  in  their  latitude  to 
England. 

About  the  middle  of  April,  or 
rather  fooner  in  a  forward  fpring, 
fow  the  feed  in  beds  firft  prepared 
for  the  purpofa  with  fome  warm 
rich  manure.  In  a  cold  fpring, 
regular  hot-beds  would  be  moft 
eligible  for  this  purpofe  ;  and  in- 
deed the  gardeners  of  this  country 
are  perfuaded,  that  the  Nicotania 
cannot  be  raifed  in  any  other  way; 
but  thefe  are  feldom  to  be  found 
in  common  gardens,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  if  the  weather  is  not 
remarkably  fevere,  they  might  be 
reared  without  doors.  A  fquare 
yard  of  land,  for  which  a  fmall 
quantity  of  feed  is  fufficient,  will 
produce  above  five  hundred  plants, 
and  allow  proper  fpace  for  their 
nurture  till  they  are  fit  to  tranf- 
plant. 

Having  fown  the  feed  in  the 
manner  directed,  on  the  leaft  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a  froft  after  the 
plants  appear,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  fpread  mats  over  the  beds,  ele- 
vated from,  the  ground  by  poles 
laid  acrofs.  Thefe  however  mult 
be  removed  in  the  morning  foon 
after  the  fun  appears,    that  they 

m.ay 
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may   receive  as  much   benefit  as 
poflible  from  its  warmth,  and  from 
the  air.     In  this  manner  proceed 
till   the  leaves  have  attained    the 
fize  of  about  two  inches  in  lengili, 
and   one   in    breadth,  which    tliry 
will  do  in  about  a  month,  or  near 
the  middle  of  May.     One  invari- 
able rule  for  their  being  able   to 
bear  removal  is,  when  the  fourth 
leaf  is  fprouted,  and  the  fifth  jult 
appears.     Then  take  the  opportu- 
nity of  the  firft   rains,  or  gentle 
fhowers,    to  tranfplant  them  into 
fuch  a  foil  and  situation  as  before 
defcribed.       The   lan«i   mult     be 
plowed,  or  dug  up  with  fpades,  as 
mellow  and  light  as  poffible.  Raife, 
with  the  hoe,  fmall  hillocs  at  the 
diftance   of  two    feet,    or    a  little 
more,    from   each   other,    taking 
care  that  no  hard  fods  or  lumps  are 
in   it,    and   then  jult   indent   the 
middle  of  each,   without  dibbling 
the  holes  as  for  fome  other  plants, 
Wiien    your  ground   is   thus   pre- 
pared, dig  up  the  plants  in  a  gen- 
tle manner  from  their  native  bed, 
and   iniert  a  plant  gently  into  the 
center  of  each  hilloc,    prefiing  the 
ioil  around    it  with  your  fingers, 
and  taking  the  greateil  care,   ciur- 
ing  the  operation,  that  you  do  not 
break  of}' any  of  the  leaves,  which 
are  at  this  time  exquiiitely  tender. 
It   the   weather   proves    dry,   after 
theyarethustranfplan ted,  they  mull 
be  watered  with  ioft  water,  in  the 
lame  manner  as  is  ufually  done  to 
colevvorti:,  or  plants  of  a  fimilar 
kind.      From   this  time  great  care 
mull  be  taken  to  keep  the  giound 
fort,  and  fiee  from  weeds,  bv  often 
Uirring  with  your  hoe  the  mould 
ro'.'nd  the  roots  ;    atid  pruning  off 
the  dead  leaves  that  jometimes  are 
Jouiid  near  the  bottoai  of  the  llalk. 


The  difference  of  this  climate 
from   that   in    which   I  have  been 
<»accuflomed  to  oUferve  the  progrefs 
of  this  plant,  will   not   permit  me 
to   dired  with   certainty  the  time 
which  is  mon  proper  to  take  off  the 
^top  of  it,   to  prevent  it  from  run- 
ning to  feed.    This  knowledge  can 
only  be  perfectly  acquired  by  expe- 
rience.    When  it  has  rifcn  to  up- 
wards  of  two  feet,    it  commonly 
begins  to  put  forth  the  branches  on 
which   the  flowers   and   feeds    are 
produced;  but  as  this  expanfion, 
if  fufFered   to   take  place,    wou]«. 
drain     the    nutriment    from    the 
leaves,    and  thereby    lefien    their 
fize  and  efHcacy,  ic  becomes  need- 
ful at  this  flage  to  nip  off  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  ilalk,  to  prevent  its 
growing  higher.      In   fome  oiher 
climates  the  top  is  coviimonlv  cut 
off   when    the    plant   has    fifteen 
leaves ;   if  the  tobacco  is  intended 
to  be  a  little  Itronger   than   ufual, 
this  is  done  when  it  has  only  thir- 
teen ;  and   fometimes,  when  it  is 
chofen  to  be  remarkably  powerful, 
eleven    or  twelve  leaves   only  are 
allowed  to  expand.     On  the  con- 
trary, if  the  planter  is  defirous   to 
have  his  crop  very  mild,  he  fuffers 
it  to  put  forth  eighteen  or  twenty  ;■ 
but  in  this  calculation  the  thiee  or 
four  lower  leaves  next  the  grcund 
are  not  to  he  reckoned. 

This  is  denominated  '  topping  > 
*  the  tobacco,'  and  is  much  better 
done  by  the  finger  and  thumb, 
than  v.'ith  any  inflrument}  becaufe 
the  former  clofe,  at  the  fame  rime, 
the  pores  of  the  plants;  whereas, 
when  it  is  done  with  the  latter, 
the  juices  are  in  fome  degree  ex- 
haufted.  And  though  this  might 
appear  unimportant,  yet  eveiy  me- 
thod that  tends  to  give  vigour  to 
^       .1,,. 
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the  leaves  fliould  be  carefully  pur- 
fued.  For  the  fame  rcafon  care 
mull  be  taken  to  nip  off  the  fprouts 
that  will  be  continually  fpringing 
up  at  the  jivndion  of  the  lenves 
with  the  ftalks.  This  is  termed 
'  Tuckering  the  tobacco,'  and  ought 
to  be  repeated  as  often  as  occafion 
req  u  i  res . 

The  lafl:,  and  not  the  lead  con- 
cern in  the  cultivation  of  this  plant, 
is  the  dcftruftion  of  the  worm  that 
Nature  has  given  it  for  an  enemy, 
and  which,  like  many  other  rep- 
tiles, preys  on  its  benefaftor.  To 
deftroy  thefe,  which  are  the  only 
infefts  that  moleft  this  plant,  every 
leaf  mufl:  be  carefully  fearch- 
ed.  As  foon  as  fuch  a  wound  is 
difcovered,  the  caufe  of  it,  who 
will  be  found  near  it,  from  his  un- 
fubftantial  texture,  which  I  fhall 
prefently  defcribe,  may  be  eafily 
crufhed  :  but  the  beft  merhod  is  to 
pluck  it  away  by  the  horn,  and 
then  crufh  it.  Without  a  conftant 
attention  to  thefe  noxious  inl'efts, 
a  whole  field  of  plants  may  be  foon 
deflroyed.  This  is  termed  *  worm- 
'  ing  the  tobacco  ; '  and  as  thefe 
worms  are  found  mofl  predominant 
the  latter  end  of  July,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  Auguft,  they  mull  be 
particularly  attended  to  at  that 
feafon. 

As  I  have  juft  obferved,  that  it 
is  impoflible,  without  experience, 
to  point  out  the  due  time  fcf  top- 
ping the  plant,  fo  it  is  equ:illy  as 
impolTible  to  afcertain  the  time  it 
will  take  to  ripen  in  this  climate. 
That  Can  only  be  known  by  future 
obfervations  ;  for  as  it  is  at  prefent 
only  cultivated  in  England  as  an 
ornament  for  the  garden,  no  par- 
ticular attention  has,  I  believe, 
been  hitherto  bellowed  on  the  pre- 
fervatipn  of  its  leaves.    The  appa- 


rent figns,  however,  of  its  matu- 
rity are,  that  the  leaves,  as  they 
approach  a  ilate  of  ripenefs,  be- 
come more  corrugated  or  rough  ; 
and  when  fully  ripe,  appear  mot- 
tled with  yellowifh  fpots  on  the 
raifed  parts,  whilll  the  cavities  re- 
tain their  ufual  green  colour.  They 
are,  at  this  time,  alfo  thicker  than 
they  have  before  been,  and  are 
covered  with  a  kind  of  downy  vel- 
vet. If  heavy  rains  happen  at  this 
critical  period,  they  will  walh  this 
excrefcent  fubHance  off,  and  there- 
by damage  the  plants.  In  fuch  a 
cafe,  if  the  froily  nights  are  not 
begun,  it  is  proper  to  let  them 
Hand  a  few  days  longer ;  when,  if 
the  weather  be  more  moderate, 
they  will  recover  this  fubRance 
again.  But  if  a  froll  unexpeAedly 
happens  during  the  night,  they 
mull  be  carefully  examined  in  the 
morning  before  the  fun  has  any 
influence  on  them  :  and  thofe 
which  are  found  to  be  covered 
with  froily  particles,  whether  tho- 
roughly ripe  or  not,  mull  be  cut 
up  :  for  though  they  may  not  all 
appear  to  be  arrived  at  a  ftate  of 
maturity,  yet  they  cannot  be  far 
from  it,  and  will  differ  but  little 
in  goodnefs  from  thofe  that  are 
perfedlly  fo. 

Having  nov/  given  every  inftriic- 
tion  that  occurs  to  my  memory  re- 
lative to  the  culture  of  the  plant, 
I  fhaii  defcribe  the  worm  that  in- 
fells  it.  It  is  of  the  horned  fpccies, 
and  appears  to  be  peculiar  to  this 
plant;  fothatin  manypartsof Ame- 
rica it  is  dillinguifhcd  by  the  name 
of  the  Tobacco-worm.  The  firll 
time  it  is  difcernible  is  when  the 
plants  have  gained  about  half  their 
height  :  it  then  appears  to  be  near- 
ly as  large  as  a  gnat ;  foon  after 
which,  it  lengthens  into  a  worm, 
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and  by  degrees  increafes  to  the 
■fize  or^  man's  finger.  In  fliape 
5t  is  regular  from  its  head  to  its 
tail,  without  any  diminution  at 
either  extremity  :  indented  or  rib- 
bed round  at  equal  diftances,  nearly 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  each 
other,  and  having  at  every  one  of 
theCe  diviiions  a  pair  of  claws,  by 
which  it  fattens  itfelf  to  the  plant. 
Its  mouth,  like  that  of  the  cater- 
pillar, is  placed  under  the  fore- 
part of  the  head.  On  the  top  of 
the  head,  betv/een  the  eyes,  grows 
a  horn  about  half  an  inch  in  length, 
and  greatly  refembling  a  thorn  ; 
the  extreme  part  of  which  is  brown, 
of  a  firm  texture,  and  fharp-point- 
ed.  By  this  horn,  as  before  ob- 
ferved,  it  is  ufually  plucked  from 
the  leaf. 

When  the  plant  is  fit  for  gather- 
ing, on  the  firft  morning  that  pro- 
jnifes  a  fair  day,  before  the  fun  is 
rifen,  take  a  long  knife,  and  hold- 
ing the  ftalk  near  the  top  with  one 
hand,  fever  it  from  its  root  with 
the  other,  as  low  as  pofuble.  Having 
donethis,lay  itgi  ntly  on  theground, 
and  there  let  it  remain  expofed 
to  the  fun  throughout  the  day,  or 
until  the  leaves  are  entirely  wilted, 
as  it  is  termed  in  America  ;  that 
is,  till  they  become  limper,  and 
will  bend  any  way  without  break- 
ing. If,  on  the  contrary,  the  rain 
fhould  continue  v/ithout  any  inter- 
vals, and  the  plant  appears  to  be 
full  ripe,  they  mud  be  cut  down 
and  houfed  immediately.  This 
muft  be  done,  however,  with  great 
care,,  that  the  leaves,  which  are  in 
this  ftate  very  brittle,  may  not  be 
broken.  Being  placed  under  pro- 
per fheher,  either  in  a  barn  or  a 
covered  hovel,  where  they  cannot 
be  affected  by  the  rain  or  too  much 
air,  they  mull  be  thinly  fcattercd 
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on  the  floor,  and  if  the  fun  does 
not  appear  for  feveral  days,  fo  that 
they  can  be  laid  out  again,  they 
mutl  remain  to  wilt  in  that  man- 
ner ;  which  is  not  indeed  fo  defi- 
rable  as  in  the  fun,  nor  will  the 
tobacco  prove  quite  fo  good. 

When  the  leaves  have  acquired 
the  flexibility  before  defcribed,  the 
plants  mud  be  laid  in  heaps,  or 
rather  in  one  heap,  if  the  quantity 
be  not  too  great,^and  in  about 
twenty-four  hours  they  will  be 
found  to  frt'eat.  But  during  this 
time,  when  they  have  lain  for  a 
little  while,  and  begin  to  ferment, 
it  is  neceflary  to  turn  them,  that 
the  whole  quantity  may  be  equally 
fermented.  The  longer  they  lie 
in  this  fituation  the  darker  colour- 
ed the  tobacco  becomes.  This  is 
termed  '  fweating  the  tobacco.' 

After  they  have  lain  in  this 
manner  for  three  or  four  days^  for 
in  a  longer  time  they  grow  mouldy, 
the  plants  may  be  tied  together  in 
pairs,  and  hung  acrofs  a  pole,  in 
the  fame  covered  place,  a  proper 
interval  being  left  between  each 
pair.  In  about  a  month  they  will 
be  thorough]ydrled,andof  aproper 
temperature  to  be  taken  down» 
This  ftate  may  be  afcertained  by 
their  appearing  of  the  fame  colour 
as  thofe  imported  from  America, 
with  which  few  are  unacquainted. 
But  this  can  be  done  at  no  other 
feafon  than  during  wet  weather  ; 
for  the  tobacco  greatly  abounding 
with  falts,  it  is  always  affedled  if 
there  is  the  leaft  humidity  in  the 
atmofphere,  even  though  it  be 
hung  in  a  dry  place.  If  this  rule 
be  not  obferved,  but  they  are  re- 
moved in  dry  weather,  the  leaves 
will  crumble,  and  a  confiderable 
walie  will  attend  its  removal. 

■     As 
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As  foon  as  the  plants  are  taken 
down,  they  mull  once  more  be  laid 
in  a  heap,  and  preffed  with  heavy 
logs   of  wood  for  about   a  week. 
This   climate,  however,    may  re- 
quire a  longer  time,     Whilft  they 
remain  in  this  ftate,  it  will  be  ne- 
cciTary  to  introduce  your  hand  fre- 
quently into  the  heap  to  difcover 
whether  the  heat   be    not  too  in- 
tenfe;    for  in  large  quantities  this 
will   fometlmes   be  the  cafe,  and 
confiderable   damage   will    accrue 
from  it.     When  the  heat  exceeds 
a  moderate  glowing  warmth,   part 
of  the  weight   by  which  they  are 
comprefled  mufl   be  talcen  away  ; 
and  the  caufe  being  removed,  the 
effeft  will  ceafe.     This   is  called 
*  the  fecond  or  laft  fweating,'  and 
when  compleated,  which  it  gene- 
rally will  be  in  about  the  time  jufl 
mentioned,    the    leaves    may    be 
ftripped  from  the    rtaiks  for  ufe. 
Many  omit  this  laft  operation,  but 
it  takes  away  any  remaining  harih- 
nefs,  and  renders  the  tobacco  mors 
mellow.       When    the    leaves    are 
ftripped  from  the  ftalks,  they  are  to 
be  tied  up  in  bunches  and  kept  in 
a  cellar,  or  any  other  place  that  is 
damp  ;  though  if  not  handled  in 
dry  weather,    but  only  during  a 
rainy  feafon,  it  is  of  little  confe- 
quence  in  what  part  of  the  houfe 
or  barn  they  are  laid  up.     At  this 
period  the   tobacco  is  thoroughly 
cured,  and  equally  proper  for  ma- 
nufafturing  as  that  imported  from 
the  colonies.     If  it  has  been  pro- 
perly managed,  that  raw  fiery  tafte 
fo  frequently  found  in  the  common 
fale  tobacco  will  be  totally  eradi- 
cated ;    and  though  it  retains  all 
its  ftrength,  will  be  foft  and  pleaf- 
ing  in  its  flavour.     Thofe  who  are 
curious   in   their  tobacco    in    the 


northern  colonies  of  America 
fprinkle  it,  when  made  up  into 
rolls  for  keeping,  with  fmall  com- 
mon white  wines  or  cyder,  inftead 
of  fait  water,  which  gives  it  an 
inexprefiibly  fine  flavour. 

By  purfuing  the  rules  which  I 
have  endeavoured  to  give  in  as 
explicit  terms  as  pofiible,  country 
gentlemen  and  landholders  in  ge- 
neral will  be  enabled  to  raife  much 
better  tobacco  than  that  which  is 
ufually  imported  from  Maryland 
or  Virginia  :  for  notwithftanding 
there  are  not  wanting  prohibitory 
laws  in  thofe  countries  to  prevent 
the  planters  from  fending  to  mar- 
ket any  but  the  principal  leaves, 
yet .  they  frequently,  to  increafe 
their  profit,  fuffer  the  fprouts  to 
grow,  and  mix  the  fmaller  leaves 
of  thefe  v-kh  the  others,  v/hicli- 
renders  them  much  inferior  in 
goodnefs. 

The  crops  that  I  have  reafon  to 
believe  may  be  raifed  in  England, 
will  greatly  exceed  in  flavour  and 
erncacy  any  that  is  imported  from 
the  fouchern  colonies :  for  though 
northern  climates  require  far  more 
care  and  exadlneVs  to  bring  tobacco 
to  a  proper  ft?te  of  Hiaturity  than 
warmer  latitudes,  yet  this  tardinefs 
of  growth  tends  to  impregnate  the 
plants  with  a  greater  quantity  of 
falts,  and  conf'equently  with  that 
aromatic  flavour  for  which  it  is 
prized,  than  is  to  be  found  in  the 
prodiice  of  hotter  climes,  where  it 
is  brought  to  a  ftate  of  perfection, 
from  the  feed,  in^  half  the  time 
required  in  colder  regions. 

A  pound  of  tobacco  -raifed  in 
New-England  or  Nova- Scotia  is 
fuppofed  to  contain  as  much  real 
ftrength  as  two  pounds  from  Vir- 
ginia.i  ^"'^  ^  doubt  not  but  that 

near 
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Plan  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Dai- 
ry ni  pie  for  benefiting  dijiani  un- 
provided Countries  *. 


near  double  the  quantity  of  falts 
might  be  extrafted  from  it  by  a 
chymical  procefs. 

I  fiiali  aifojuft  add,  though  the 
example  can  only  be  followed  in 
particular  parts  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
that  the  Americans  ufually  chufe 
for  the  place  where  they  intend  to 
make  the  feedling-bed,  part  of  a 
copfc,  or  a  fpot  of  ground  co- 
vered wiih  wood,  of  which  they 
burn  down  fuch  a  portion  as  they 
think  neceffary.  Having  done 
this,  they  rake  up  the  fubjacent 
mould,  and  mixing  it  witn  the 
afhes  thus  produced,  fow  therein 
the  feed,  without  adding  any  other 
manure,  or  taking  any  other  fteps. 
Where  this  method  cannot  be  pur- 
fned,  wood  afhes  may  be  ftrewed 
over  the  mould  in  which  the  feed 
is  defigned  to  be  fov/n. 

To  the  ufes  already  known, 
there  is  another  to  which  tobacco 
might  be  applied,  that  I  believe 
has  never  Peen  thought  of  by  Eu- 
ropeans ;  and  which  may  render  it 
much  more  efiimable  than  any 
other.  It  has  been  found  by  the 
Americans  to  anfwer  the  purpofe 
of  tanning  leather,  as  well,  if  not 
better,  than  bark ;  and  was  not 
the  latter  fo  plentiful  in  their 
country  would  be  generally  ufed 
by  them  inllead  of  it.  I  have 
been  witnefs  to  many  experiments 
wherein  it  has  proved  fuccefsful, 
efpecially  on  the  thinner  forts  of 
hides,  and  can  fafely  pronounce 
it  to  be,  in  countries  where  bark 
is  fcarce,  a  valuable  fubftitute  for 
that  article. 


Aug.  29,   1771. 

THE  country  called  in  the 
maps  Ne^v  Zealand,  has  been 
difcovered  by  the  Endeavour ,  to  be 
two  iflands,  together  as  large  as 
Great  Britain:  thefe  iflands,  named 
Acpy-nomanxiee  and  T'ovy-poexnam- 
moo,  are  inhabited  by  a  brave  and 
generous  race,  who  are  deilicute  of 
corn,  fowAsy  and  oJl  nuadrupeas,  ex- 
cept dogs. 

Thele  circumftances  being  men- 
tioned lately  in  a  company  of  men 
of  liberal  fenciments,  it  was  ob- 
ferved  that  it  feemed  incumbciit  oii 
fuch  a  country  as  this,  to  commu- 
nicate to  all  others  the  convenien- 
cies  of  life  which  we  enjov; 

Dr.  Franklin,  whofe  life  has 
ever  been  diredled  to  promote  the 
true  interefc  of  fociety,  faid,  "  he 
"  would  with  all  his  heart  fub- 
**  fcribe  to  a  voyage  intended  to 
*'  communicate  in  general  thofe 
"  benefits  which  we  enjoy,  to 
"  countries  deftitute  of  them  in 
"  the  remote  parts  of  the  globe." 
This  propofition  being  warmly 
adopted  by  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany, Mr.  Dalrymple,  then  pre- 
fent,  was  induced  to  cHer  to  un- 
dertake the  command  on  fuch  an 
expedition. 

On  mature  refleftion  this  fcheme 
appears  the  more  honourable  to 
the  national  character  of  any  which 
can  be  conceived,  as  it  is  ground- 
ed on  the  noblelt  principle  of  bc- 


*  Thefe  propofals  were  printed  upon  a  fheet  of  paper  feme  two  or  three  years 
ago,  and  diftiibuted.  The  parts  written  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Dah-ymple 
sue  eafily  diftinguiftied. 
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nrvolence.  Good  intentions  are 
ofcen  fruilrated  by  letting  them 
remain  indigefted  j  on  this  confi- 
deration  Mr.  Dalrymple  was  in- 
duced to  put  the  oucHnes  on  paper, 
which  are  now  published,  that  by 
an  early  communication  there  may 
be  a  better  opportunity  of  collec- 
ting all  the  hints  which  can  con- 
duce to  execute  cffe£lual!y  the  be- 
nevolent purpofe  of  the  expedi- 
tion, in  cafe  it  fhould  meet  with 
general  approbation. 

On  this  fcheme  being  fhewn  to 
Dr.  Franklin,  he  communicated 
his  fcntiments  byway  of  introduc- 
tion, to  the  following  eiFeft. 
*'  Britain  is  faid  to  have  pro- 
duced originally  nothing  but 
Jlccs.  What  vail  advantages 
have  been  communicated  to  her 
by  the  fruits,  feeds,  roots,  her- 
bage, animals,  and  arts  of  other 
countries !  We  are  by  their 
means  become  a  wealthy  and  a 
mighty  nation,  abounding  in 
all  good  things.  Does  not  fome 
duty  hence  arife  from  us  towards 
other  countries  ftill  remaining 
in  our  former  ftate  ? 
"  Britain  is  now  the  firft  mari- 
time power  in  the  world.  Her 
iTiips  are  innumerable,  capable 
by  their  form,  fize,  and  ftrength, 
of  failing  ail  feas.  Our  fea- 
men  are  equally  bold,  fkilful 
and  hardy ;  dexterous  in  ex- 
ploring the  reraotell:  regions, 
ready  to  engage  in  voyages 
to  unknown  countries,  though 
attended  with  the  greateit  dan- 
gers. The  inhabitants  of  thofe 
countries,  owr  felloi.v  tncn,  have 
canoes  only;  not  knowing  iron, 
theycannoi  build  Ihips;  they  have 
little  aftronomy,  and  no  know- 
ledge of  the  compafs  to  guide 
them :     thev   cannot    therefore 


come  to  us,  or  obtain  any  of 
our  advantages.  From  thefe 
circumilances,  does  not  fome 
duty  feem  to  arife  from  us  to 
them?  Does  not  P.-ovidence  by 
thefe  diftinguifhing  favours  feem 
to  call  on  us  to  do  fomething 
ourfclves  for  the  common  in- 
tereil:  of  humanity  } 
"  Thofe  who  think  it  their 
duty  to  afk  bread  and  other 
bleillngs  daily  from  heaven, 
would  they  not  think  it  equally 
a  duty  to  commiTnicate  of  thofe 
bleffings  when  they  have  re- 
ceived them ;  and  fliow  their 
gratitude  to  their  great  Bene- 
faftor  by  the  only  means  in 
their  power,  promoting  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  other  children  ? 
"  Ceres  is  faid  to  have  made  a 
journey  through  many  countries 
to  teach  the  ufe  of  corn,  and 
the  art  of  raifing  it.  For  this 
fingle  benefit  the  grateful  na- 
tions deified  her.  How  much, 
more  may  Englilhmen  deferve 
fuch  honour,  by  communicat- 
ing the  knowledge  and  ufe  not 
of  corn  only,  but  of  all  the 
other  enjoyments  earth  can  pro- 
duce, and  which  they  are  now 
in  pofTeffion  of.  Communitcr  bona, 
profundere,  Dcum  cjl. 
"  iVlany  voyages  have  been 
undertaken  with  views  of  profit 
or  of  plunder,  or  to  gratify  re- 
fenrment;  to  procure  fome  ad- 
vantage to  ourfelves,  or  do  fome 
raifchief  to  others  :  but  a  voy- 
age is  now  propofed  to  vifit  a 
diilant  people  on  the  other  fide 
the  globe;  not  to  cheat  them, 
not  to  rob  them,  not  to  feize 
their  lands,  or  enflave  their 
perfons  ;  but  merely  to  do 
them  good,  and  make  them, 
as  far  as  in  our  power  lies,  to 
"  live 
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*'  live    as    comfortably    as    our- 
'*  felves. 

*'  It  feems  a  laudable  wlfli  that 
*'  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were 
**  connefted  by  a  knowledge  of 
**  each  other,  and  a  mutual  ex- 
*•  change  of  benefits  :  but  a 
**  commercial  nation  particularly 
*•  fliould  wifh  for  a  general  civi- 
**  lization  of  mankind,  fiiicc  trade 
*•  is  always  carried  on  to  much 
''-greater  extent  with  people  who 


have  the  arts  and  convemencles 
of  life,  than  it  can  be  v/ilh 
naked  favages.  We  rnay  there- 
fore hope  in  this  undertaking 
to  be  of  fome  fervice  to  our 
country,  as  well  as  to  thofe 
poor  people,  who,  however  dif- 
tant  from  us,  are  in  truth  re- 
lated to  us,  and  whofe  interefts 
do,  in  fome  degree,  concern 
■  every  one  who  can  fay  Homo 
fum,"  &c. 


Scheme  of  a  'voyage  by  fuh/cription,  to  copvey  the  conveniencies  of  life,  as 
fowls,  hogs,  goats,  cattle,  corn,  iron.  Sec.  to  thofe  remote  regions 
which  are  deftitute  of  them,  and  to  bring  from  thence  fuch  produc- 
tions as  can  be  cultivated  in  this  kingdom  to  the  advantage  of  fo- 
ciety,  in  a  ftiip  under  the  command  oi  Alexander  Dalrymple, 

Catt  or  bark,  from  the  coal  trade,   of  350  tons,  ellimated  £. 

at  about  —  —  —  —  2000 

Extra  expcnces,  ftores,  boats,  hz.  —  —  3000 


To  bs  manned  with  60  men  at 

4  per  man  per  month 


5000 


240 
12 


2880  per  annum 


Wages  and  7 
provifions  j 


8640  for  three  years  —  ^— 


S64.0 


13640 


Cargo  included,  fuppofed 

The  expences  of  this  expedition 
are  calculated  for  three  years  ;  but 
the  greateft  part  of  the  amount  of 
wages  will  not  be  v/anted  till  the 
fliip  returns,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  expence  -of  proviiions  will  be 
faved  by  what  is  obtained  in  the 
courfe  of  the  voyage  by  barter  or 
otherwife,  though,  it  is  proper  to 

S 


—  —  15000 

make  provifion  for  contingencies. 


ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Percival, 
concerning  the  Pro'vifion  made  in 
China  againjl  Famine. 

"  I  HAVE  fomewhere  read  that 
in  China  an  account  is  yearly  tak- 
en of  the  number  of  people,  and 

the 
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the  quan cities  of  provifion  pro- 
duced. This  account  is  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  Emperor,  vvhofe  Mini- 
llers  can  thence  fcreiee  a  fcarcity 
likely  to  happen  in  any  province* 
and  from  what  province  it  can  beft 
be  fupplied  in  good  time.  To  fa- 
cilitate the  collecting  of  this  ac 


Pcjitiotis  to  he  Examlnsd. 

1.  ALL  food  or  fubfiftence  for 
mankind  arife  from  the  earth  or 
waters. 

2.  Neceffarles  of  life  that  are 
not  foods,  and  all  other  conve- 
niencies,    have   their  values    efti- 


count,  and  prevent  the  neceffity  mated  by  the  proportion  of  food 
of  entering  houfes  and  fpending  confumed  while  we  are  employed 
time    in     allying    and     anfwering     in  procuring  them 


queffions,  each  houfe  is  furnifhed 
with  a  little  board  to  be  hung 
without  the  door,  during  a  cer- 
tain time  each  year ;  on  which 
board  are  marked  certain  words, 
againft  which  the  inhabitant  is  to 
mark  number  or  quantity*  fomc- 
what  in  this  manner: 


Men, 
Women, 
Children, 
Rice  or  Wheat, 
Flefh,  &c. 


3.  A  fmall  people  with  a  large 
territory  may  fubfift  on  the  pro- 
dudlicns  of  nature,  with  no  other 
labour  than  that  of  gathering  the 
vegetables  and  catching  the  ani- 
mals, 

4.  A  large  people  with  a  fmall 
teriitory  finds  thefe  infufficient, 
and  to  fubfift,  muft  labour  the 
earth,  to  make  it  produce  greater 
quantities  of  vegetable  food,  fuit- 
able  for  the  nourilhment  of  men, 
and  of  the  animals  they  intend  to 
dat. 

5.  From  this  labour  arifes  a 
p-eat  increafe  of  vegetable  and  ani- 
m?\  food,  and  of  materials  for 
All  tinder  16  are  accounted  chil-  clothing,  as  flax,  wool,  fi!k»  &C4 
dren,  and  all  above,  men  and  Tlie  fuperfluity  of  thefe  is  wealth, 
women.  Any  other  particulars  With  this  wealth  we  pay  for  the 
which  the  government  defires  in-  labour  employed  in  building  our 
formation  of,  are  occafionally  houfes,  cities,  &c.  v/hich  are 
marked  on  the  fame  boards*  Thus  therefore  only  fubfiftence  thas  me- 
the  officers  appointed  to  colledl  the     tamorphofed, 

accounts  in  each  diftrict,  have  only  6.  Mair.'faSliires  are  only  aiwiher 
to  pafs  before  the  doors,  and  enter  J}7ape  into  which  fo  much  provi- 
into  their  book  what  they  find  fions  and  fubfiftence  are  turned, 
marked  on  the  board,  without  .is  were  equal  in  -value  to  the  ma- 
giving  the  leaft  trouble  to  the  fa-  nufaiTtures  produced.  This  ap- 
mily.  There  is  a  penalty  on  pears  from  hence,  that  the  manu- 
marking  falfely,  and  as  neigh-  fat'turer  does  not,  in  hiX,  obtain 
hours  muft  know  nearly  the  truth  from  the  employer,  for  his  labour, 
of  each  others  account,  they  ds-rt     7no>e-  than  a  mere  fubfi'Jence,  in- 


not  expofe   themfelvcs  by  a   falfe 
one,    to    each    others    accufation. 
Perhaps  fuch  a  rfgulaticn  is  fcarce- 
]v  practicable  with  Ui." 
'   Vol..  XXU, 


eluding  raiment,  fuel  and  Ihelter; 
all  wiiich  derive  their  value  from 
the  provi fions  confumed  in  procur- 
ing rhcm. 

i  7.  The 
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7.  The  produce  of  the  earth, 
thus  converted  into  manufaftures, 

.may  be  more  ealily  carried  to  dif- 
tant  markets  than  before  fuch  con- 
verfion. 

8.  Fair  commerce  is,  where  equal 
values  are  exchanged  tor  equal, 
the  expence  of  tranfport  included. 
Thus,  if  it  coits  A  in  England  as 
much  labour  and  charge  to  raife 
a  buihel  of  wheat,  as  it  cofts  B  in 
France  to  produce  four  gallons  of 
wine,  then  are  four  gallons  of 
wine  the  fair  exchange  for  a  buihel 
of  wheat,  A  and  B  meeting  at 
half  diltance  with  their  commodi- 
ties to  make  the  exchange.  The 
advantage  of  this  fair  commerce 
is,  that  each  party  increafes  the 
number  of  his  enjoyments,  hav- 
ing, inftead  of  v/heat  alone,  or 
wine  alone,  the  ufe  of  both  wheat 
and  wine. 

9.  Where  the  labour  and  ex- 
pence  of  producing  both  commo- 
dities are  known  to  both  parties, 
bargains  will  generally  be  fair  and 
equal.  Where  they  are  known 
to  one  party  only,  bargains  will 
often  be  unequal,  knowledge  tak- 
ing its  advantage  of  ignorance.- 

10.  Thus  he  that  carries  1000 
bufhels  of  wheat  abroad  to  fell, 
may  not  probably  obtain  fo  great 
a  profit  thereon,  as  if  he  had  lirft 
turned  the  wheat  into  manufac- 
tures, by  fubfifting  therewith  the 
workmen  w-hile  producing  thofe 
manufaftures :  fmce  there  are  many 
expediting  and  facilitating  methods 
of  working,  not  generally  known  ; 
and  ftrangers  to  the  manufadures, 
though  they  know  pretty  well  the 
expence  of  raifmg  v;heat,  are  lin- 
acquainted  with  thofe  Ihort  me- 
thods of  working,  and  thence  be- 
ing apt    to    fuppofe  more   labour 
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envployed  in  the  manufa£lures  than 
there  really  is,  are  more  eafily  im- 
pofed  on  in  their  value,  and  in- 
duced to  allow  more  for  them  than 
they  are  honellly  worth. 

1 1 .  Thus  the  advantage  of  hav- 
ing  manufadures  in  a  country, 
does  not  confift,  as  is  commonly 
fuppofed,  in  their  highly  advanc- 
ing the  value  of  rough  materials, 
of  which  they  are  formed  ;  fince, 
though  fix-pennyworth  of  flax  may 
be  worth  tv/enty  fhillings  when 
worked  into  lace,  yet  the  very 
caufe  of  its  being  worth  twenty 
ihiliings  is,  that,  befides  the  flax, 
it  has  coft  nineteen  fhillings  and 
fixpence  in  fubfiftence  to  the  ma- 
nufadturer.  But  the  advantage 
of  manufaftures  is,  that  under 
their  fliape  provifions  may  be  more 
eafily  carried  to  a  foreign  market ; 
and  by  their  ,  means  our  traders 
may  more  eafily  cheat  ftrangers. 
Few,  where  it  is  not  made,  are 
judges  of  the  value  of  lace.  The 
importer  may  demand  forty,  and 
perhaps  get  thirty  fhillings  for  that 
which  colt  him  but  twenty. 

\2.  Finally,  there  feem  to  be 
but  three  ways  for  a  nation  to  ac- 
quire wealth.  The  firllis  by  auar, 
as  the  Rimans  did,  in  plundering 
their  conquered  neighbours.  This 
is  robbery. — l"he  fecond  by  com- 
merce, v/hich  is,  generally  cheating, 
— The  third  by  agriculture,  the 
only  bonej}  ifijy;  wherein  man  re- 
ceives a  real  increafe  of  the  feed 
thrown  into  the  ground,  in  a  kind 
of  continual  miracle  wrought  by 
the  hand  of  God  in  his  favour,  as 
a  reward  for  his  innocent  life,  and 
his  virtuous  indullry. 

B.  F. 

April  4,   ni,'u 

SpeciR- 
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Specification  of  Dr.  Higgin'j  Patent 
for  a  nenxi-in'vcnted  Water -Cement 
or  Stiuco. 

To    all   nuhom    thefe    Prefents    pall 
come  J  l^c. 

NOW  know  ye  that  in  com- 
pliance with  the  laid  pro- 
vifoe,  I  the  faid  B.  H.  do  hereby 
declare  that  my  invention  of  a  wa- 
ter cement  or  liucco,  for  building, 
tepaiiing  and  plaftering  walls,  and 
for  other  purpofes,  is  defcribed  in 
the  manner  following  (that  is  to 
fay)  drift  fand,  or  quarry  *  fand, 
which  confiils  chiefly  of  hard  quar- 
tofe  Hat  faced  grains  with  fharp 
angles  ;  which  is  the  freeft,  or 
may  be  moft  eafily  freed  by  wafh- 
ing,  from  clay,  falts,  and  calca- 
reous, gypfeous  or  other  grains  lefs  ' 
hand  and  durable  than  quartz  ; 
which  contains  the  fmalleft  quan- 
tity of  pyrites  or,  heavy  metallic 
matter  infeparable  by  wafhing ; 
and  which  fufters  the-  fmalleil  di- 
minution of  its  bulk  in  walhing  in 
the  following  manner,  is  to  be 
preferred  before  any  other.  And 
where  a  coarfe  and  a  fine  fand  of 
this  kindj  and  correfponding  in 
the  fize  of  their  grains  with  the 
coarfe  and  fine  fands  hereafter  de- 
fcribed, cannot  be  eafily  procured, 
let  fuch  fand  of  the  foregoing 
quality  be  chofen^  as  may  be  fort- 
ed  and  cleanfed  in  the  follovvin'r 
manner  : 
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Let  the  fand  be  fifted  in  ftream- 
ing  clear  water,  through  a  fieve 
which  fhall  give  paffage  to  all  fuch 
grains  as  do  not  exceed  one  lix- 
tcenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter; 
and  let  the  ftream  of  water  and 
the  fifting  be  regulated  fo  that  all 
the  iand  which  is  much  finer  than 
the  Lynn-fand  commonly  ufed  in  the 
London  glafs-houfes,  together  with 
clay  and  every  other  matter  fpeci- 
fically  lighter  than  fand,  may  be 
wafhed  away  with  the  Itream^ 
Vv-hilft  the,  purer  and  coarfer  fandj 
which  pafies  through  the  fieve^ 
fubfides  in  a  convenient  receptacle, 
and  whilft  the  coarfe  rubbifli  and 
fhingle  f  remain  on  the  fieve,  to 
be  rejected. 

Let  the  fand  which  thus  fubfides 
in  the  receptacle,  be  wafhed  in 
clean  flreaming  water,  through  a 
finer  five,  fo  as  to  be  further 
cleanfed  and  forted.  into  two  par- 
cels ;  a  coarfer,  'which  will  re- 
m.ain  in  the  fieve  which  is  to  give 
pafi'age  to  fuch  grains  cf  fand  only 
as  are  lefs  than  one  thirtieth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  and  which  is  to 
be  faved  apart  under  the  name  of 
coarfe  fand  ;■  and  a  finer,  which 
will  pafs  through  the  fieve  and  fub- 
\i^c  in  the  water,  and  which  is  to 
be  faved  apart  under  the  name  of 
fine  fand. — Let  the  coarfe  and  the 
fine  fand  be  dried  feparately,  ei- 
ther in  the  fun,  or  on  a  clean  iron 
plate  fet  on  a  convenient  furnace, 
in  the  manner  of  a  fand  heat  \. 


*  This  is  commonly  called  pit-fand. 

■\  I  find  that  I  have  iiled  this  word  improperly,  on  bad  authority.  The 
reader  is  requefted  to  read  rubble  inftead  of  Ihingle  throughout  this  fpecifi- 
cation. 

\  The  fand  ought  to  be  ftirrcd  up  continually  until  it  is  dried,  and  is  then  \<i 
be  taken  off;  for  otherwife  the  evaporation  will  be  very  flow,  arid  the  fand 
•-Thich  li,es  nsxt  the  iron  plate,  b_y  being  overheated,  will  be  difcoloured. 

I  t  Let 
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Let  lime  be  chofen  *  which  is 
ftone  lime,  which  heats  the  moft 
in  flaking,  and  flakes  the  quickeft 
when  duly  watered  ;  which  is  the 
frefheft  made  and  clofeii  kept ; 
which  difiblves  in  diltilled  vine- 
ear  with  the  leaft  eiFcrvefcence, 
and  leaves  the  fmalleft  refidue  in- 
foluble,  and  in  this  refidue  the 
fmalleft  quantity  of  clay  gypfum 
or  martial  matter. 

Let  the  lime  chofen  according 
to  thefe  important  rules,  be  put 
in  a  brafs-wired  fieve  to  the  quan- 
tity of  fourteen  pounds.  Let  the 
fieve  be  finer  than  either  of  the 
foregoing  ;  the  finer,  the  better  it 
will  be  ;  let  the  lime  be  flaked  f 


by  plunging  it  in  a  butt  filled 
with  foft  water  and  raifing  it  out 
quickly  and  fullering  it  to  heat 
and  fume,  and  by  repeating  this 
plunging  and  raifing  alternatelv, 
and  agitating  the  lime,  until  it 
be  made  to  pafs  through  the  fieve 
into  the  water;  and  let  the  part 
of  the  lime  which  does  not  eafily 
pafs  through  the  fieve  be  rejefled  : 
and  let  frefli  portions  of  the  lime  be 
thus  ufed,  until  as  many  J  ounces 
of  lime  have  pafTed  thro'  the  fieve, 
as  there  are  quarts  of  water  in  the 
butt.  Let  the  water  thus  impreg- 
nated ftand  in  the  butt  clofely  co- 
vered II  until  it  becomes  clear ; 
and  through  wooden  §  cocks  placed 


*  The  preference  given  to  ftone  lime  is  founded  on  the  prefent  praflice  in  the 
burning  of  lime,  andontlit  clol'er  texture  of  it,  which  prevents  it  from  being  To 
foon  injured  by  expol'urc  to  the  air,  as  the  moi"e  Ipongy  chalk  lime  is  :  not  on 
the  p  pular  notion  that  ftone  lime  has  fbmething  in  it  wherehy  it  excels  the  beft 
chalk  in  the  cementing  properties.  The  gvplum  contained  in  lime  ftonte  re- 
mains unaltered  or  very  little  altered  in  the  lime,  after  the  burning  j  but  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  clay  or  martial  matter  Hio'tild  be  found  in  their  nntive 
liate,  in  well  burned  limej  tor  they  concrete  or  vitrify  with  a  part  of  the  cal- 
careous earth,  and  conftitute  the  iiard  grains  or  lumps,  which  remain  undif- 
fo'.ved  in  weak  acids,  or  are  fepai'able  from  the  llaked  lime  by  fifting  it  inime- 
iliateiy  tinough  a  ijeve. 

f  This  method  of  impregnating  the  water  with  lime  is  not  the  only  one 
which  may  be  adopted.  It  is  however  prefened  before  others,  becaufe  the  wa- 
ter clears  the  fooner  in  confequence  of  its  being  warmed  by  the  flaking  lime, 
and  the  gypfeous  part  of  the  lime  does  not  ditfuie  iti'elf  in  the  water  ib  freely  in 
this  way,  as  it  does  when  the  lime  is  liaked  to  fine  powder  in  the  common  me- 
thod, and  is  then  blended  with  the  water  ;  for  the  gypleous  part  of  the  lime 
ilakes,  at  firft,  into  grains,  rather  than  into  hue  powder,  and  will  remain  on 
the  fieve,  after  the  pure  lime  has  palled  through,  long  enough  to  admit  of  the 
intended  feparation  j  but  when  the  lime  is  otherwil'e  flaked,  the  gypfeous  grains 
have  time  to  Hake  to  a  finer  powder,  and  pafling  through  the  fieve,  diftolve  in 
the  water  along  with  the  lime.  I  have  imagined  that  other  advantages  attended 
this  method  of  preparing  the  lime  water,  but  I  cannot  yet  fpeak  of  them  with 
jjrccihon. 

"I  If  the  water  contains  no  more  acidulous  gas  than  is  nfually  found  in  ri- 
ver or  rain  water,  a  fourth  part  of  this  quantity  of  lime,  or  le(s,  will  Ix;  fuf- 
iicient. 

H  The  calcareous  cruil  which  forms  on  the  furface  of  the  water  ought  not  to 
be  broke,  for  it  alfifts  in  excludingthe  air  and  preventing  the  abforption  of  aci- 
dulous gas  whereby  the  lime  water  is  fpoiled. 

§  Bral's  cocks  are  apt  to  colour  a  part  of  the  liquor. 


at 
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at  different  heights  in  the  butt, 
let  the  clear  liquor  be  drawn  off 
as  fail  *  and  as  low  ns  the  lime 
fubfides,  for  ufe.  This  clear  li- 
quor I  call  thd  cementing  liquor f. 
1*hc  freer  the  water  is  from  laline 
matter,  the  better  will  be  the  ce- 
menting liquor  made  with  it. 

Let  fifty- fix  pounds  of  the  afore- 
faid  chofon  lime  be  flaked,  by  gra- 
dually fprinkling  on  it,  and  efpe- 
cially  on  the  unllaked  pieces,  the 
cementing  liquor,  in  a  clofe  % 
clean  place.  Let  the  flaked  pare 
be  immediately  ||  fifced  through  the 
Jafl  mentioned  fine  brafs  -  wired' 
five :  Let  the  lime  which  paffes  be 
ufed  inllantly  or  kept  in  air-tight 
veffels.,  and  let  the  part  of  the 
lime  which  does  not  pal's  through 
the  fieve,  be  rejeded  §.  —  This 
finer    richer    part     of    the    lime 
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which  paiTes  through  the  fieve,  I 
call  purified  lime. 

Let  bone-afh  be  prepared  in 
the  ufual  manner  by  grinding 
the  whitefl  burnt  bones,  but  let 
it  be  fifted  to  be  much  finer  than 
the  bone-afl-i  commonly  fold  for 
making  cupels. 

The  moll  eligible  materials  for 
making  my  cement  being  thus 
prepared  :  take  fifty-fix  pounds  of 
the  coarfe  fand  and  forty  -  two 
pounds  of  the  fine  fand  ;  mix  thenx 
on  a  large  plank  of  hard  wood 
placed  horizontally  j  then  fpread 
the  fand  fo  that  it  may  Hand  to  the 
height  of  fix  inches  with  a  flat 
furface  on  the  plank;  wet  it  with 
the  cementiny;  liquor  ;  and  let  any 
fuperfliuous  quantity  of  the  liquor, 
which  the  fand  in  the  condition 
defcribed  cannot  retain,  flow  away 


*  Lime  water  cannot  be  kept  many  days  unimpaired,  in  any  veffels  that  are 
not  perfeftly  air-tight.  If  the. liquor  be  drawn  off  before  it  clears,  it  will  con- 
tain whitina;,  which  is  injurious;  and  if  it  be  not  inftanty  ufed,  after  it  is 
drawn  limpid  from  the  butt  into  open  veffels,  it  will  grow  turbid  again,  and 
depofite  the  lime  changed  to  whiting  by  the  gas  abforbed  from  the  air.  The 
calcareous  matter  which  fubiides  in  the  butt,  refembles  whiting  the  more 
nearly,  as  the  lime  has  been  more  fparingly  employed;  in  the  contrary  circum- 
ftances,  it  approaches  to  the  nature  of  lime;  and  in  the  intermediate  Hate,  it  is 
fit  for  the  common  compofition  of  the  plafterers  for  infide  ftucco. 

•f  At  the  time  of  writing  tliis  fpecification  I  preferred  this  term  before  that 
•of  lime-water,  on  grounds  which  I  had  not  fufticiently  examined. 

J  The  vapour  which  ariies  in  the  flaking  of  the  lime  contributes  greatly  to 
the  flaking  of  thele  pieces  which  lie  in  its  way;  and  an  unneccllary  wafte  of  the 
liquor  is  prevented,  by  applying  it  to  the  lime  heaped  in  a  pit  or  in  a  veffel 
which  may  reftrain  the  iffue  of  the  vapour,  and  direct  it  through  the  mafs.  If 
more  of  the  liquor  be  ufed  than  is  neceffary  to  Hake  the  lime,  it  will  create  er- 
ror in  weighing  the  flaked  powder,  and  will  prevent  a  part  of  it  from  pafling 
freely  through  the  fieve.  The  liquid  is  therefore  to  be  ufed  fparingly,  and 
the  lime  which  has  efcaped  its  action  is  to  be  fprinkled  apart  with  freih  li- 
quor. 

II  "When  the  aggregation  of  the  lumps  of  lime  is  thus  broken,  it  is  impareJ 
much  fooner  than  it  is  in  the  former  ftate,  becaufe  the  air  more  freely  pervades 
it. 

§  Becaufe  it  confiRs  of  heterogeneous  matter,  or  of  ill  burnt  lime  ;  which  lafl 
will  flake  and  pafs  through  the  fieve,  if  the  lime  be  not  immediately  fifted  after 
the  flaking,  agreeable  to  the  text. 
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off  the  plank.  To  the  wetted  fan d 
add  fourteen  pounds  of  the  puri- 
fied lime  in  feveral  fuccelfive  por- 
tions, mixing  and  beating  them 
up  together  in  the  mean  time  with 
the  inrtruments  generally  ufed  in 
making  fine  mortar:  then  add 
fourteen  pounds  of  the  bone-afh 
in  fucceffive  portions,  mixing  and 
beating  all  together.  The  quicker 
and  the  more  perfedlly  thefe  ma- 
terials are  mixed  and  beaten  to- 
gether, and  the  fooner  the  cement 
thus  formed  is  ufed,  the  better  *  it 
will  be.  This  I  call  the  water  ce- 
ment coarfe  grained,  which  is  to 
be  applied  in  building,  pointing, 
plaftering,  lluccoing,  or  other 
work,  as  mortar  aiad  ftucco  now 
are  ;  with  this  difference  chiefly, 
that  as  this  cement  is  (horter  than 
inortar  or  common  ftucco  and  dries 
fconer,  it  ought  to  be  worked 
expeditioufly  in  all  cafes,  and  in 
lluccoing  it  ought  to  be  laid  on  by 
fliding  the  trowel  upwards  on  it ; 
that  the  materials  ufed  along  with 
this  cement  in  building,  or  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  to  be  laid 
in  ftuccoing,  ought  to  be  well 
wetted  with  the  cementing  liquor, 
in  the  inftant  of  laying  on  the  ce- 
mentj  and  that  the  cementing  li- 


quor is  to  be  ufed  when  it  is  n^" 
ceffary  to  moiften  the  cement,  or 
when  a  liquid  is  required  to  faci- 
litate the  floating  of  the  cement. 

When  fuch  cement  is  required  to 
be  of  a  finer  texture  ;  take  ninety- 
eight  pounds  of  the  fine  fand,  wet 
it  with  the  cementing  liquor,  and 
mix  it  with  the  purified  lime  and 
the  bone-afh  in  the  quantities  and 
in  the  manner  above  defcribed, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  fif- 
teen pounds  of  lime,  or  f  there- 
abouts, are  to  be  ufed  inftead  of 
fourteen  pounds,  if  the  greater 
part  of  the  fand  be  as  fine  as 
Lynn  fand.  This  I  call  water  ce- 
ment fine  grained.  It  is  to  be 
ufed  in  giving  the  laft  coating  or 
the  finilh  to  any  work  intended  to 
imitate  the  finer  grained  ftones  or 
ftucco.  But  it  may  be  applied  to 
all  the  ufes  of  the  water  cement 
coarfe  grained,  and  in  the  fame 
manner. 

When  for  any  of  the  foregoing 
purpofes  of  pointing,  building,  is'-c. 
fuch  a  cement  is  required  much 
cheaper  and  coarfer  grained,  then, 
much  coarfer  clean  fand  than  the 
foregoing  coarfe  fand,  or  well 
waftied  fine  %  fhingle,  is  to  be  pro- 
vided.    Of  this   coarfeft    fand  or 


*  Thefe  proportions  are  intended  for  a  cement  made  with  /harp  fand,  for 
incruftation  in  expofed  fituations,  where  it  is  necefTary  to  guard  againft  the  ef- 
fects of  hot  weather  and  rain.  In  general  half  this  quantity  ol"  bone-alhes  will 
be  found  fiifficient ;  and  although  the  incruftation  in  this  latter  cafe  will  not 
harden  deeply  fo  foon,  it  will  be  ultimately  (tronger,  provided  the  weather  be  fa- 
vourable. 

The  injuries  which  lime  and  mortar  fuftnin,  by  expofure  to  the  air,  before 
the  cement  is  finally  placed,  in  a  quiefcent  (late,  are  great ;  and  therefore  our 
cement  is  t!ie  worfe  for  being  long  beaten,  but  the  better  as  it  is  quickly  beat- 
en until  the  mixture  is  effe6ted,  and  no  longer. 

■f-  The  quantity  of  bone-afhes  is  not  to  be  increafed  with  that  of  the  lime; 
but  it  is  to  be  lefTcned  as  the  expofure  and  purpofes  of  the  work  will  ad- 
mit- 

I  Rubble. 

fhingle 
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ihingle  *  take  fifty-fix  pounds,  of 
the  foregoing  coarfe  laud  twenty- 
eight  pounds,  and  of  the  fine  fand 
fourteen  pounds;  and  after  mixing 
thefe  and  wetting  them  with  the 
cementing  liquor  in  the  foregoing 
manner,  add  fourteen  pounds,  or 
fomewhat  lefs,  of  the  f  purified 
Jime,  and  then  fourteen  pounds, 
or  Ibmewhat  lefs,  of  the  bone-aili, 
mixing  them  together  in  the  man- 
ner already  defcribed.  When  my 
cement  is  required  to  be  white, 
white  fand,  white  lime,  and  the 
whitefl:  bone-afh  are  to  be  chofen. 
Grey  fand  and  grey  bone-alh  form- 
ed of  half  burnt  bones,  are  to  be 
chofen  to  make  the  cement  grey  ; 
and  any  other  colour  of  the  cement 
is  obtained,  either  by  chufing  co- 
loured fand,  or  by  the  admixture 
of  the  necefTary  quantity  of  co- 
loured talc  in  powder,  or  of  co- 
loured vitreous  or  metallic  powders, 
or  other  durable  colouring  ingre- 
dients commonly  ufed  in  paint. 

To  the  end  that  iuch  a  water 
cement  as  I  have  defcribed  may  be 
made  as  ufeful  as  it  is  pofiible  in 
all  circumftances  ;  and  that  no 
perfon  may  Imagine  that  my  claim 
and  right  under  thefe  Letters  Pa- 


tent may  be  eluded  by  divers  va- 
riations which  may  be  made  in  the 
foregoing  procefs  without  produc- 
ing any  notable  defcft  in  the  ce- 
ment ;  and  to  the  end  that  the 
principles  of  this  art  as  well  as  the 
art  itfelf  of  making  my  cement, 
may  be  gathered  from  thif  ipecifi- 
cation  and  perpetuated  to  tlie  pub- 
lic, 1  Ihall  add  the  following  ob- 
fervations. 

This  my  water  cement,  whether 
the  coarfe  or  fine  grained,  is  ap- 
plicable in  forming  artificial  liione, 
by  making  alternate  layers  of  the 
cement  and  of  flint,  hard  Hone,  or 
brick,  in  moulds  of  the  figure  of 
the  intended  ftone,  and  by  expof- 
ing  the  mafl'es  fo  formed,  to  the 
open  J  air  to  harden. 

When  iuch  cement  is  required 
for  water  §  fences,  two  thirds  of 
the  prefcribed  quantity  of  bone 
afhes  are  to  be  omitted  ;  and  in  the 
place  thereof  an  equal  meafure  of 
powdered  terras  is  to  be  ufed  ;  and 
if  the  fand  employed  be  not  of  the 
coarfeft  fort,  more  terras  mufl  be 
added,  fo  that  the  terras  fhall  be 
by  weight  one  fixth  part  of  the 
weight  of  the  fand. 


*  Rubble. 

•f-  Becaufe  lefs  lime  is  neceflary,  as  the  fand  Is  coarfcr. 

X  But  they  muft  not  be  expofcd  to  the  rnin,  until  they  are  almoft  as  ftrong  as 
frefh  Portland  ftone  ;  and  even  then  they  ought  to  be  flieltered  from  it,  as 
much  as  the  circumftances  will  admit.  Thefe  ftoiies  may  be  ifiade  very  haid 
and  beautifid,  with  a  fmall  expence  of  bone-afli,  by  /baking  them,  after  they 
have  dried  thoroughly  and  hardened,  in  the  lime-liquor,  and  repeating  this 
procefs  twice  or  thrice,  at  diftant  intervals  of  time.  T  he  like  efFcil  was  expe- 
rienced in  incruftations. 

§  In  my  experiments,  mortar  made  with  terras  powder,  in, the  ufual  method, 
does  not  appear  to  form  fo  ftrong  a  cement  for  water  icnce?,  as  that  made  ac- 
cording to  the  fperihcation,  with  coarfe  fami  ;  and  I  fee  no  more  reafon  fbr 
avoiding  the  ufe  of  fand  in  terras  mortar,  than  there  would  be  for  reje^ing 
ftone  from  the  embankment.  The  bone-aflies  meant  in  this  place  are  the  dark 
grey  or  black  fort.  I  am  not  yet  fully  fatisfied  about  the  operation  of  them  in 
this  inftance. 
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When  fuch  a  cement  is  required         Where    fand   cannot    be    eafily 

of  the  fineft  grain  *  or  4n  a  fluid  procured,  any  durable  ftony  body, 

form,  fo  that  it   may  be  applied  or  baked  earth  grofly  powdered  X 

with  a  brufla,  flint  powder,  or  the  and  I'orted  nearly  to  the  fizes  above 

powder  of  any    quartofe   or   hard  prefcribed    for   fand,  may  be   ufed 

earthy   fubftance    may  be  ufed  in  in  the  place  of  fand,  meafure  for 

the  place  of  fand,  but  in  a  quan-  meafure,       bat    not     weight    for 

tity  fmailer   as  the  flint  or  other  weiglit,    unlefs  fuch  grofs  powder 

powder  is  finer  ;   fo  that  the  flint  be  as  heavy  fpccifically  as  fand. 
powder  or  other  fuch  powder  fliall  Sand  may  be  cleanfcd  from  every 

not    be   more   than    fix   times  the  fofter,    lighter,    and   lefs   durable 

weight  of  the  lime,  nor  lefs  than  matter,   and  from  that  part  of  the 

four  times  its  weight.    The  greater  fand  which  is  too  fine,  by  various 

the  quantity  of  lime  within   thefe  methods  preferable  §,  in  certain  cir- 

liniits,  the  more  will  the  cement  cumftances,  to  that  which  I  have 

be  liable  to  crack  by  quick  drying,  defcribed. 

and  vice  verfa.  Water  may  be  found  naturally 
Where  fuch  fand  as  I  prefer  can-  free  from  fixable  gas,  felenite  or 
not  be  conveniently  procured,  or  clay  :  fuch  water  may,  without 
where  the  fand  cannot  be  conve-  any  notable  inconvenience,  be  ufed 
niently  waflied  and  forted,  that  in  the  place  of  the  cementing  li- 
iand  which  n^oft  refembles  the  quor ;  and  water  approaching  this 
mixture,  of  coarfe  and  fine  fand  llate  will  not  require  fo  much  lime 
above  prefcribed,  may  be  ufed  as  as  I  have  ordered,  to  make  thece- 
I  have  directed,  provided  due  at-  menting  liquor ;  and  a  cementing 
tention  is  paid  to  the  quantity  of  liquor  fufficiently  ufeful  may  be 
the  lime,  which  is  to  be  the  made  by  various  m.ethods  of  mix- 
greater  f  as  the  fand  is  the  finer,  ing  liine  and  water  in  the  defcrib- 
and  'vice  'verfa.  ed  proportions,  or  nearly  io. 

*  The  qualities  and  ufes  of  fuch  fine  calcareovis  cement  are  recommended 
chiefly  for  the  piirpoi'e  of  fmoothing  and  finilliing  the  ftrong^r  cruiiaceous 
works,  or  for  wafhing  walls  to  a  lively  and  uniform  coloui".  For  this  laft  in- 
tention, the  mixture  muft  be  as  thin  as  new  cream,  and  laid  on  briikly  with  a 
brufli,  in  dry  weather;  and  a  tliick  and  durable  coat  is  to  be  made  by  repeated 
wafiung,  but  is  not  to  be  attempttd  hy  ufing  a  thicker  liquor;  for  the  coat 
made  with  this  laft  is  apt  to  fcale,  whilll  the  former  endures  the  weather  much 
longer  than  any  other  thin  calcareous  covering  that  has  been  applied  in  this 
way.  Fine  yellov^-  ochre  is  the  cheaptft  colouring  ingredient  for  fuch  a  wafli, 
when  it  is  required  to  imitate  Bath  ftone,  or  the  warm-white  ftoncs. 

f  If  fea  fand  be  well  waflied  in  freih  water,  it  is  as  good  as  any  other  round 
fand. 

\  The  cement  made  with  thefe  and  the  proper  quantities  of  purified  lime 
and  lime-water,  are  inferior  to  the  beft,  as  the  grains  of  thefe  powders  are  more 
periftiable  and  brittle  than  thofe  of  fand.  They  will  not  therefore  be  employed, 
unlefs  for  the  fake  of  evafion,  or  for  want  of  fand  :  in  this  latter  cafe  the  finer 
powder  ought  to  be  v/alhed  away. 

§  This  and  the  next  paragraph  is  inferred  with  a  view  to  evafions,  as  well  as 
<o  fugged  the  eafier  and  cheaper  methods  which  may  be  adopted  in  certain  cir- 
eumftances,  by  artifts  who  underltand  the  principles  which  1  have  endeavoured 
tp  teach. 

When 
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the  quantity  of  litne  to  be  leiTened, 
and  in  thofc  wherein  the  cement  is 
not  liable  to  dry  quickly.  And 
the  art  of  remedying  the  defe^ls 
of  lime  may  be  advantageoufly . 
praftiled  to  fupply  the  deiiciency 
of  bonc-a(h,  efpccially  in  building 
and  in  making  artificial  llone  with 
this  cement.  / 

N.  B.  For  infide  work,  the  ad- 
mixture of  hair  with  this  cement 
is  ufeful. 

In   witnefs  whereof  I  the   faid 
B.  H.  &c. 


When  flone  lime  cannot  be  pro- 
cured, chalk  lime  or  ihell  lime 
which  beft  refembles  fione  lime, 
in  the  charaders  above  v/ritten  of 
lime,  may  be  ufcd  in  the  manner 
defcribed,  except  that  fourteen 
pounds  and  a  half  of  chalk  lime 
will  be  required  in  the  place  of 
fourteen  pounds  of  Hone  lime. 
The  proportion  of  lime  which  I 
have  prelcribed  above  may  be  in- 
creafed  without  inconvenience, 
when  the  cement  or  Itucco  is  to  be 
applied  where  it  is  not  liable  to  dry 
quicklv  ;  and  in  the  contrary  cir- 
cumftance  this  proportion  may  be 
diminilbed  ;  and  the  defeft  '  of 
lime  in  quantity  or  quality  may  be 
very  advantageoufly  fupplied*,  by 
caufing  a  coiifiderable  quantity  of 
the  cementing  liquor  to  foak  into 
the  work,  in  iuccefiive  portions  and 
at  diftant  intervals  of  time,  lb  that 
the  calcareous  matter  of  the  ce- 
menting liquor,  and  the  matter  at- 
trjfted  from  the  open  air,  may  fill 
and  ftrengthen  the  work. 

The  pov/der  of  almoft  every 
well-dried  or  burnt  animal  fub- 
ftance  may  be  ufed  inllead  of  bone- 
a(h ;  and  feveral  earthy  powders, 
efpecially  the  micaceous  and  the 
metallic  ;  and  the  elixated  afhes 
of  divers  vegetables  whofe  earth 
will  not  burn  to  lime  ;  and  the 
aflies  of  mineral  fuel,  which  are  of 
the  calcareous  kind,  but  will  not 
burn  to  lime  ;  will  anfwer  the  ends 
of  bone-afli  in  fome  degree. 

The  quantity  of  bone-afn  de- 
fcribed may  be  lefTened  without 
injuring  the  cement,  in  thoCe  cir- 
•  cumftances  efpecially  which  admit 


The  excellence  of  my  cement 

depends,  firll,  on  the  figure,  fize 
and  purity  of  the  fand  ;  fecondly, 
on  the  purity  of  the  lime,  obtain- 
ed in  the  choice  of  lime-ftcne,  and 
in  the  perfefi:  burning,  and  fecured 
in  the  prefervation  of  it  from  air, 
in  my  method  of  flaking,  and  in 
the  feparation  of  heterogeneous 
parts  ;  thirdly,  on  the  ufe  of 
ftrong  and  pure  lime  water  in  the 
place  of  common  water;  fourthly, 
on  the  proportion  of  fands,  lime 
water,  and  lime  ;  fifthly,  on  the 
manner  of  mixing  them  ;  fixthly^ 
on  the  knowledge  of  ingredients 
and  circumftances  which  are  inju- 
rious or  ufeful  ;  feventhly,  on  the 
ufe  of  bone-aflies  of  determinate 
fize  ;  eiglithly,  on  the  art  of  fuit- 
ing  fome  of  thefe  to  the  feveral 
purpofes  ;  and  finally,  on  fo  many 
other  particulars,  as  render  it  very 
difficult  to  give  a  more  candid  fpe- 
cification,  in  the  ufual  compafs, 
than  this  which  I  have  enrolled, 
or  to  guard  otherwife  againfl  eva- 
fions,  than  by  anticipating  them. 


*  This  praflice  is  noriccd,  ar,  the  remedy  which  may  be  ufed  for  the  defefls 
arifing  from  evafive  mealures,  and  as  the  incthod  of  giving  fpungy  incruftations 
containing  bone-alhes  the  greateft  degree  of  iiarJnefs.      ^ 


On 
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On  the  Virtues  of  Acorn-Coffee. 


DR.  Marx,  an  eminent  Ger- 
man phyfician,  has  publifhed, 
in  the  Hanover  Magazine,  fome 
experiments,  in  which  he  has 
ihewn  the  great  virtues  of  Acorn- 
cofFee,  and  has  confirmed  his  ex- 
periments by  accompanying  them 
wirh  a  multitude  of  facls :  it  muil 
therefore  give  you  pleafure  to  be 
able  to  acquaint  your  reader.^,  that 
fuch  a  common  fruit  is  capable  of 
being  converted  to  many  falurary 
purpofes. 

The  method  of  preparing  the 
Acorn-cofFee  is  as  follows : 

Take  found  and  ripe  acorns, 
peel  off  the  fhell  or  hufk,  divide 
the  kernels,  dry  them  gradually, 
and  then  roaft  them  in  a  clofe  vef- 
■fel  or  roafter,  keeping  them  conti- 
nually ftirring;  in  doing  of  which, 
efpecial  care  mud  be  taken  that 
they  be  not  burnt  or  roafted  too 
much,  both  which  would  be  hurt- 
ful. 

Take  of  thefe  roafted  acorns 
(ground  like  other  coiree)  half  an 
ounce  every  morning  and  evening, 
aionc  or  mixed  with  a  drachm  of 


other  coffee,  and  fweetencd  with 
fugar,  with  or  without  milk. 

Tiie  author  fiys  that  acorns  have 
always  been  efteemed  a  wholefome, 
nourifhing,  and  ftrcngthening  nu- 
triment for  men,  and  that  by  their 
medicinal  qualities  they  have  been 
found  to  cure  the  flimy  obftruc- 
tions  in  the  vifcera,  and  to  remove 
nervous  complaints  when  other  me- 
dicines have  failed  ;  and  although 
acorns,  he  fiiys,  have,  by  the  mo- 
derns as  well  as  the  ancients,  been 
looked  upon  as  a  great  aftringent, 
and  generally  applied  more  out- 
wardly, and  very  fparingly  in- 
wardly ;  yet  he  is  of  opinion,  that 
by  the  heat  of  the  fire  they  lofe 
their  aftringent  quality,  and  thence 
have  no  more  that  efteft  than  other 
coffee. 

The  author  forbears  all  manner 
of  invefligation,  and  contents  him- 
felf  folely  with  the  relation  of 
cafes,  which  he  enumerates  with 
brevity  and  without  exaggeration. 
Many  of  the  cafes  which  accom- 
panied this  account  refpeft  women, 
whofe  complaints  arofe  from  dif- 
orders  peculiar  to  their  fex. 


ANTIQJJITIES. 


[      '23      ] 


A  N  T  I  Q^U  I  T  I  E  S. 


A  Defcriptlon  of  the  A 1  ham  bra,  or 
Palace  of  the  Mooriih  Kings  of 
Granada. 

THIS  ancient  fortrcfs,  and 
refidence  of  the  Mahometan 
monarchs  of  Granada,  derives  its 
name  from  the  red  colour  of  the 
materials  that  it  was  originally 
built  with,  Alhambra  fignifying 
a  red  houfe.  Moft  of  the  fove- 
reigns  took  a  delight  in  adding 
new  buildings  to  the  old  towers, 
now  called  Torres  de  la  canipana,  or 
in  embellifliing  what  had  been 
joined  by  their  predeceflbrs.  The 
pleafantnefs  of  the  fuuation,  and 
purity  of  its  air,  induced  the  Em- 
peror Charles  the  Fifth  to  begin  a 
magnificent  edifice  on  the  ruins  of 
the  offices  of  the  old  palace,  and 
it  is  thought,  he  intended  to  fix 
his  chief  abode  here  ;  but  his  vo- 
latile temper,  continual  wars,  and 
frequent  abfences  from  Spain, 
made  him  give  up  all  thoughts  of 
Granada,  long'  before  he  had  fi- 
nilhed  the  plan.  It  ftands  between 
the  rivers,  on  a  very  high  hill, 
that  projeds  into  the  plain,  and 
overlooks  all  the  city  :  the  road  up 
to  it  is  through  a  narrow  llreet, 
called  Calle  de  los  Gomeles,  from  a 
great  family  among  the  Moors. 
This  brings  you  through  a  mafiive 
gate,  built  by  the  Emperor,  into 


the  outward  inclofure  of  the  Al- 
hambra. You  then  continue  to 
afcend  by  a  very  fteep  avenue  of 
elms,  which  foon  increafes  to  a 
wood,  interfedled  in  many  direc- 
tions by  wild,  negledled  walks, 
where  ftreams  of  clear  water,  find- 
ing their  palTage  obll:ruCled  by  the 
rubbilh  of  their  old  channels, 
fpread  over  the  whole  road.  A 
large  fountain  adorns  the  platform 
near  the  top  of  the  hill.  The 
water,  diverted  from  its  proper 
conduits,  has  been  fuffered  to  run 
at  random  for  fuch  a  length  of 
time,  that  it  has  deftroyed  moft  of 
the  fculpture  and  embelliihments, 
which  were  in  a  very  good  tafte. 
Here  you  turn  fhort  to  the  left, 
and  come  under  the  walls  of  the 
inner  inclofure.  Its  appearance  is 
that  of  an  old  town,  exhibiting  a 
long  range  of  high  battlemented 
walls,  interrupted  at  regular  dif- 
tances  by  large  lofty  fquare  towers. 
Thefe  have  one  or  two  arched 
windows  near  the  top,  and  a  pre- 
cipitate Hope  from  the  bottom  into 
a  dry  ditch.  The  whole  is  builc 
with  round  irregular  pebbles,  mix- 
ed with  cement  and  grave!.  Some 
parts  are  covered  and  imoothed 
over  with  a  thick  coat  of  plailier  ; 
in  other  places,  mortar  has  been 
laid  in  between  the  Hone's,  leaving 
as  much  of  them  uncovered  as  came 

to 
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to  the  level  ;    then  the  trowel  has 
been  carefully  drawn  round,  form- 
ing  about    them    triangles,     haif- 
niooas,     &c.        Juir    before    you, 
Hands    the   prefent    piincipa.!    en- 
trance   into    the    caftle,    a    fquare 
tower  bailt  by  the  king  Jiifaf  Abii- 
hagiagi,  in  1348,  as  .m  inicription 
informs    us  :    from    its    being  the 
place  where  juilice  was  fummarily 
adminiftered,  it  was  fiylfd  the  Gate 
of  Jiidymeiit.       You  pafs  through 
it    under    feveral    srchcs   (each   of 
which  is  more  than  a  full  femicir- 
cle,  relling  upon  a    fmall  impofl, 
the  ends  of  the  bow  being  brought 
towards  each   other  in  the  form  of 
a   horfefhoe.)      On  the   key-ilone 
of  the  outward  arch,  is  fculpturcd 
the  figure  of  an  arm,  the  fymbol 
of  ftrejigth  and  dominion  :  on  that 
of  the  next  arch  is  a  key  embof- 
fed,    the    armorial    enfign   of  the 
Andalufian  Moors.     Above  ic,  the 
wall  of  this  partition    is    covered 
with  a  beautiful  blue  and  gold  mo- 
faic,  in  the  middle  of  which  they 
have  placed  an  image  of  the  Vir- 
j;in  Mary.      As  this  is  not  a  gate 
ever  ufed  for  carriages,  the  paffage 
winds  through  fevc'ral  turns,  tall 
of  images,  indulgences,  and  altars, 
before  you  get  through,  out  into  a 
narrow  ftreet,  between  a  row  -of 
ihabby  barracks  on  the  right,   and 
on  the  left  the  caRIe  wall,  fuppofed 
to  be  built  bv  the  PhcEnicians.     I 
examined  the  work  very  narrowly, 
and  found  it  confifted  pf  a  layer  of 
cement  one  or  two  inches  thick, 
apon    which    is  placed   flatwife  a 
ftcnc  of  the  fame  thicknefs,    chif- 
felled  on  the  face  into  a  kind  of  a 
chequered  defign.     Thib  is  the  re- 
gular method  employed  from  top 
to  bottom.     This  lane  ends  in  the 
great  fquare,  or  Plaza  de  k<  Algi- 
ijesf    fo  named   from  the  ancient 
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ciflerns,  that  undermine  it  from 
end  to  end,,  and  are  conftantly  fed 
by  a  fupply  of  running  water.  The 
profpecl  from  the  parapet  v/all  is 
v^/onderfully  grand,  over  the  vale 
of  Dauro,  the  Albaycln,  and  down 
the  Vega.  On  the  very  brow  of 
the  hill,  hanging  over  the  city. 
Hands  the  io-ivers  of  the  hell,  a 
groupe  of  high  fquare  buildings, 
which  now  ferve  for  prifons.  Be- 
low them,  on  the  fouth-fule,  on  a 
ilip  of  terrace,  is  the  goveriicjr's 
garden,  a  very  pleafiint  walk,  full 
of  fine  orange  and  cyprefs  trees, 
and  myrtle  hedges,  but  quite  aban- 
doned. Tile  view  it  commands  is 
incomparable.  Two  large  vafey 
enamelled  with  gold  and  azure  fc- 
liag/Es  and  charadlers  are  the  only 
ornai-nents  left  :  thefe  were  taken 
out  of  the  vaults  under  the  royal 
apartments.  On  the  right  hand  of 
the  Piazadelos  AlglbeSjis  afolitary 
gateway,  forrwcrly  the  entrance 
into  feme  of  the  outward  quad- 
rangles thrown  down  by  Charles 
the  fifth,  to  make  room  for  his 
fuperb  palace,  which  ftands  facing 
the  Torres  de  la  campana.  This 
edifice  is  a  perfeft  fquare  of  two 
hundred  Spanifn  feet;  it  has  two 
orders  of  pilailers,  Doric  and  Io- 
nic, upon  a  ruftic  bafe.  Th-e 
whole  raeafures  fixty-two  feet  from 
the  top  of  the  upper  entablement 
to  the  ground.  Three  of  the  fronts 
are  free  from  all  other  buildings  ; 
the  fourth  (that  to  the  north)  is 
joined  and  connefted  with  the  an- 
cient palace  of  the  Moorifh  kings. 
It  was  never  finifhed,  which  is 
much  to  be  regretted  by  all  lovers 
of  the  fine  arts,  for  there  are  few 
edifices  more  dcfervlng  of  their  ad- 
miration. The  architect  was  A- 
lonzo  Verruguete,  a  native  of  Pa- 
redes  de  Navas,  neaa-  Valladolid. 

In 
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Tn  this  work  he  has  difcovered  a 
moft  tranfcendent  genius,  graadeur 
of  ftvie,  and  cleg.ince  and  chaftity  , 
ofd'efign.     Ho V.' different  from  al'i 
that   ha?  been  dbne  for  a  century 
palf  in  this  kingdom  f     The  doors 
are  defigned  in  a  great  manner ; 
the   bafs-reiiefs,   figures,   fefloons, 
medalh'ons.  Sec.    are  of  excellent 
invention  and  execution  ;   the  or- 
naments of  the  cornices,  windows, 
and    capitals,    are    delicate,    and 
-fuitable  to  the  general  effe(5l.     On 
the  pedeftals  of  the  columns,   that 
fupport    the    entablement    of  the 
great    door,    are  reliefs   on    dark 
marble,  that  for  polifla  might  pafs 
for  bronze  at  a  little  diltance  ;  the 
Doric  door  in  the  fcuth  fide,  called 
El  Zanguenete,  pleafed  me  great- 
ly, as   there  is   'omething   limply 
eiegant  in  the  tafte,  and  new  in  the 
ornamental  part ;  the  pediment  is 
filled   with   a   fcroll   thrown   with 
great  eafe,  on  which  is  infcribed 
Pli(foi(tre,  the  motto  of  the  Empe- 
ror, which  he  never  failed  intro- 
ducing into  every  public  work  he 
undercook.     You    come,    through 
an  oblong  veftibule,  into  the  court 
which  forms  the  center  of  the  pa- 
lace.    It  is  an  exaft  circle,  of  one 
hundred   and   forty-four  feet  dia- 
meter, round  which  runs  a  Doric 
colonnade,   or  portico,   of  thirty- 
two  columns,  fupporting  an  upper 
gallery  of  an  equal  number  of  pil- 
lars,   of  the   Tonic  order.     They 
are  all  of  them  of  one  entire  block 
of  reddifn  marble.     The  portico  is 
ninetepn  feet  wide,  and  ferves'as  a 
communication  with  the  il.iir-cafe, 
and     the     inteVided     apartments, 
which  are  difpofed  round  the  court 
in  various  forms  and   proportions. 
The  roof  of  the  gallery  is  crum- 
bling away  very  fall,  and  many  of 
the  ccliimns   are   much  damaged. 
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The  apartments  never  had  any 
other  covering  than  the  iky  ;  and 
nothing  but  the  matchlef^  tem- 
perature of  the  climate  couTd 
have  fiived  this  beautiful  work  fo 
many  years  from  total  ruin.  The 
magnificence,  the  unity  of  this 
whole  pile,  but,  above  all,  the  ele- 
gance of  the  circular  court,  quite 
tranlportcd  me  with  pleafure,  on 
the  firft  view,  and  I  have  ever 
lince  found  my  admiration  increafe 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  ray 
vifits. 

Adjoining  (to  the  north)  Sand's 
a  huge  heap  of  as  ugly  buildings 
as  can  well  be  feen,  all  huddled 
together,  feemingly  v^Aithout  the 
lead  intention  of  forming  o;.v  habi- 
tation out  of  them.  The  walls 
are  entirely  unornamented,  all  gra- 
vel and  pebbles,  daubed  over  with, 
plailter  by  a  very  coar.'e  hand  ;  yet 
this  is  the  palace  of  the  Mooriili 
kings  of  Granada,  indifputably 
the  mofl  curious  place  within,  that 
exifts  in  Spain,  perhaps  in  Europe. 
In  many  countries,  you  may  fee 
excellent  modern  as  well  as  ancienc 
architefture,  both  entire  and  in 
ruins  ;  but  nothing  to  be  met  with 
any  where  elfe  can  convey  an  idea 
of  this  edifice,  except  you  take  it 
from  the  decorations  of  an  opera, 
or  the  tales  of  the  Genii.  1  there- 
fore look  upon  it  to  (land  alone  in 
its  kind,  and  confequently  think  no 
excule  necefTary,  previous  to  my 
entering  upon  the  dry  detail  I  in- 
tend giving  you  of  it. 

PalTing  round  the  corner  of  the 
Empcroi's  palace,  you  are  admit- 
ted at  a  plain  unornamented  door 
in  a  corner.  On  my  nrll  vific,  I 
confels,  I  was  Itruck  with  a^-naze- 
ment,  as  I  itepcover  the  threThold, 
to  find  rnylelf  on  a  fudden  tranf- 
pdrted  into  a  fpecies  of  fairy-land. 

The 
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The  firft  place  you  come  to,  is  the 
court  called  the  communa,  or  del  me- 
fucar,  that  is,  the  common  baths :  an 
oblong  fquare,  with  a  deep  bafon 
of  clear  water  in  the  middle  ;  two 
flights  of  marble  fteps  leading  down 
to  the  bottom  ;  on  each  fide  a  par- 
terre of  flowers,  and  a  row  of 
orange-trees.  Round  the  court 
runs  a  peryftile  paved  with  marble ; 
the  arches  bear  upon  very  flight 
pillars,  in  proportions  and  Uyle 
different  from  all  the  regular  or- 
ders of  architefturc.  The  ceilings 
and  walls  are  incruftated  with  fret- 
work; in  ftucco,  fo  minute  and  in- 
tricate, that  the  moft  patient 
draughtfman  would  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  follow  it,  unlefs  he  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  general  plan. 
This  would  facilitate  the  operation 
exceedingly,  for  all  this  work  is 
frequently  and  regularly  repeated 
at  certain  diftances,  and  has  been 
executed  by  means  of  fquare 
moulds  applied  fucceffively,  and 
the  parts  joined  together  with  the 
xitmoft  nicety.  In  every  divifion 
are  Arabic  fentences  of  different 
lengths,  moft  of  them  expreffive  of 
the  fcllowing  meanings,  "  There 
"  is  no  conqueror  but  God  ;"  or, 
"  Obedience  and  honour  to  our 
"  LordAbouabdallah."  The  cei- 
lings are  gilt  or  painted,  and  time 
has  caufed  no  diminution  in  the 
freflinefs  of  their  colours,  though 
conftantly  expofed  to  the  air.  The 
lower  part  of  the  walls  is  mofaic, 
difpofed  in  fantailic  knots  and  ic{- 
toons.  A  work  fo  new  to  me,  fo 
exquiflrely  finifhed,  and  fo  diffe- 
rent from  all  I  had  ever  feen,  af- 
forded me  the  moll  agreeable  fen- 
fations^  which,  I  affure  you,  re- 
doubled every  Hep  I  took  in  this 
magic  ground.  The  porches  at 
the  ends  are  more  like  grotto-work. 


than  any  thing  elfe  I  can  compare 
them  to.  That  on  the  right  hand 
opens  into  an  oftagon  vault,  under 
the  Emperor's  palace,  and  forms  2 
perfect  whifpering-gallery,  meant 
to  be  a  communication  between  the 
offices  of  both  houfes. 

Oppofite  to  the  door  of  the  com- 
muna through  which  you  enter,  is 
another,  leading  into  the  ^arto 
de  los  hones,  or  apartment  of  the 
lions,  which  is  an  oblong  court, 
one  hundred  feet  in  length,  and 
fifty  in  breadth,  environed  with  a 
colonade  feven  feet  broad  on  the 
fides,  and  ten  at  the  end.  Two 
porticos  or  cabinets,  about  fifteen 
feet  fquare,  projedt  into  the  court 
at  the  two  extremities.  The 
fquare  is  paved  with  coloured  tiles  j 
the  colonade  with  white  marble. 
The  walls  are  covered  five  feet  up 
from  the  ground  with  blue  and 
yellow  tiles,  difpofed  chequerwife. 
Above  and  below  is  a  border  of 
fmall  efcutcheons,  enamelled  blue 
and  gold,  with  an  Arabic  motto 
on  a  bend,  fignifying,  "  No  con- 
"  queror  but  God."  The  co- 
lumns that  fupport  the  roof  and 
gallery  are  of  white  marble,  very 
flender,  and  fantaftically  adorned. 
They  are  nine  feet  high,  including 
bafe  and  capital,  and  eight  inches 
and  a  half  diameter.  They  are 
very  irregularly  placed,  fometimes 
fingly,  at  others  in  groups  of  three, 
but  more  frequently  two  together. 
The  width  of  the  horfe-lhot  arches 
above  them  is  four  feet  two  inches 
for  the  large  ones,  and  three  for 
the  fmaller.  The  ceiling  of  the 
portico  is  finifhed  in  a  much  finer 
and  more  complicated  manner, 
than  that  of  ihe  communa,  and  the 
ftucco  laid  on  the  walls  with  ini- 
mitable delicacy  ;  in  the  ceiling  it 
is  fo  artfully  frofled  and  handled. 
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as  to  exceed  belief.     The  capitals 
are  of  various  defigns,  though  each 
defign  is  repeated  feveral  times  in 
the   circumference   of  the    court, 
but  not  the  lead  attention  has  been 
paid  to  placing  them  reguhirly  or 
oppofite  to  each  other.     You  will 
form  a  much  clearer  idea  of  the'r 
ftyle,  as  well  as  difpofitions,   from 
the  drawings,  than  from  the  moll 
elaborate    defcription  I  can    pen. 
Not  the  fmalleft  reprefcntation  of 
animal    life  can   be  difcovered  a- 
midft    the    varieties    of  foliages, 
grotefques,  and  ftrange  ornaments. 
About  each  arch  is  a  large  fquare 
of  arabefques,  furrounded  with  a 
rim  of  charafters,  that  are  gene- 
rally quotations  from  the   Koran. 
Over  the  pillars  is  another  fquare 
of  delightful  fillagree  work.  Higher 
up  is  a  wooden  rim,   or  kind  of 
cornice,    as   much    enriched   with 
carving  as  the  ftucco  that  covers 
the   part   underneath.     Over  this 
projects   a  roof  of  red    tiler,    the 
only    thing    that    disfigures     this 
beautiful  fquare.     This   ugly  co- 
vering is  modern,  put  on  by  order 
of  Mr.  Wall,  the  late  prime  mi- 
nifler,  who  a  few  years  ago  gave 
the  Alhambra  a  thorough   repair. 
In  Moorilh  times  the  building  was 
covered    with    large    painted    and 
glazed   tiles,  of  which    fome  few 
are  ftill  to  be  feen.     In  the  center 
of  the  court  are  twelve  ill-made 
lions    muzzled,     their    fore-parts 
fmooth,    their    hind-parts    rough, 
which  bear   upon  their    backs  an 
enormous  bafon,  out   of  which  a 
lelTer  rifes.     While  the  pipes  were 
kept  in  good  order,   a  great  vo- 
lume of  water  was  thrown  iip,  that, 
falling  down  into  the  bafons,  paf- 
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fed  through  the  beafts,  and  ilTued 
out  of  their  mouths  into  a  large 
refervoir,  where  it  communicated 
by  channels  with  the  jet  d'eaus  in 
the  apartments.  This  fountain  is 
of  white  marble,  embelliilicd  with 
many  fefloons,  and  Arabic  diftichs, 
thus  tranfiatcd  : 

"  Seeil  thou  not  how  the  water 
"   flows  copioufly  like  the  Nile  :" 
"  This  refembles  a  Tea  wafhing 
"  over  its  fhores,  threatening  Ihip- 
"  Wieck  to  the  mariner." 

*'  This  water  runs  abundantly, 
"  to  give  drink  to  the  lions." 

"  Terrible  as  the  lion  is  our 
"   king  in  the  day  of  battle." 

"  The  Nile  gives  glory  to  the 
"  ii::ng,  and  the  lofty  mountains 
"    proclaim  it." 

"  This  garden  is  fertile  in  de- 
"  lights  ;  God  takes  care  that 
"  no  noxious  animal  lliall  ap- 
"  proach  it." 

"  The  fair  princefs  that  walks 
"  in  this  garden,  covered  with 
"  pearls,  augments  its  beauty  fo 
"  much,  that  thou  may'll  doubt 
"  whether  it  be  a  fountain  that 
*'  flows,  or  the  tears  of  her  ad- 
"   mirers*." 

Faffing  along  the  colonade,  and 
keeping  on  the  fouch  lids,  you 
come  to  a  circular  room  ufed  by  the 
men  as  a  place  ^or  drinking  coffee 
and  forbets  in.  A  fountain  in  the 
middle  refrefiied  the  apartment  in 
fummer.  The  form  of  this  hall, 
the  elegance  of  its  cupola,  the 
chearful  diflribution  of  light  from 
above,  and  the  exquifue  man- 
ner in  which  the  ftucco  is  de- 
fi^ned,  painted,  and  finifhed,  ex- 
ceed all  my  powers  of  defcription. 
Every  thing  in  it  infpires  the  moft 


•  This  pafTage  is  very  obfcure  In  the  Latin  tranflation.     I  have  endeavoured 
to  make  fomcthing  of  it,  but  it  ftill  remains  a  f'orceil  conceit. 

3  pleafing 
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pleafing,  voluptuous  ideas  :  yet  in 
this    fweet    retreat    they    pretend 
that  Abouabdoulah  afTembled  the 
Abencerrages,     and    caufed    their 
heads    to  be   ftruck    off  into    the 
fountain.     Our  guide,  with  a  look 
exprefiive  of  implicit  faith,  pointed 
out  to  us  the  ftains  of  their  blood 
in  the  white  marble  flabs ;  which 
is  nothing  more  than  the  reddifli 
marks  of  iron-water  in  the  quarry, 
or  perhaps  the  effeft  of  being  long 
expofed  to  the  air.      Continuing 
your  walk  round,    you   are    next 
brought  to  a  couple  of  rooms  at 
the  head  of  the  court,  which   are 
fuppofed  to  have  been   tribunals, 
or    audience -chambers.      In    the 
ceiling  are  three  hiftorical  painc- 
in«9-s,  executed  with  much  ftrengch, 
but   great  ftiftnefs    in   the    figures 
and  countenances.     One  of  them 
feems  to  be  a  cavalcade  ;  the  other 
the  entrance  of  feme  prlncefs ;  and 
the  third   a  divan.     When    thefe 
were  painted,  and  what   they  are 
meant   to  reprefent,    I   could   not 
make  out ;  but  our  Cicercne  natu- 
rally adapted  them  to  the  hiflory 
of  the  Sultana  and  her  four  Chrif- 
tian   knights.     If  they   are  repre- 
fentations  of  that  doubtful  ftory, 
they  muft  have  been  painted  in  the 
Emperor's  time,  or  a  little  before, 
for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  A- 
bouabdoulah  would  wllli  to  perpe- 
tuate the  memory  of  a  tranfadion 
in  which  he  bore  fo  very  weak  and 
dinionourable  a    part.      And  be- 
fides,  the  anathema  denounced  by 
the  Koran  againft  all  reprefenta- 
tions   of  living  creatures,  renders 
it    next   to    impofhble    that    thefe 
pieces  fhould  have  exlftcd  previous 
to  the  conqueil.     The  lions  of  the 
great  fountain  may  be  brought  as 
an  argument  againft  my  lalt  rea- 
fon  ;  and  indeed  they  fr.ew    tliat 


the  Granadine  princes,  as  well  as 
fome  of  the  oriental  caliphs,  who 
put  their  own  effigy  o^i  their  coin, 
ventured  now  and  then  to  place 
themfelves  above  the  letter  of  the 
law.  Be  this  as  it  will,  if  the  an- 
tiquity of  thefe  piftures  can  be 
proved  to  go  as  far  back  as  the 
reign  of  Ferdinand,  or  at  leaft  the 
beginning  of  that  of  Charles, 
which  I  take  to  be  no  very  difficult 
matter  to  make  out,  I  fhould  have 
much  greater  refpeft  for  the  au- 
thority of  Giles  Peres  than  many 
think  him  entitled  to.  It  can 
fcarce  be  fuppofed  that  the  events 
of  the  reign  of  Abouabdoulah 
could  be  fo  totally  forgotten  fo 
foon  after,  that  a  painter  fhould 
dare  to  invent  a  trial  and  combat, 
at  which  many  flill  living  in  Gra- 
nada might  have  affifted  as  fpeQa- 
tors. 

Oppofite  to  the  Si?/a  de  los  Ahc7i- 
cerrages  is  the  entrance  into  the 
Torre  de  las  dos  bemiafias,  or  the 
tower  of  the  two  fillers,  fo  named 
from  two  very  beauci'ul  pieces  of 
marble  laid  as  flags  in  the  pave- 
ment. This  gate  exceeds  all  the 
reft  in  profufion  of  ornaments  and 
in  beauty  of  profpeft,  which  it  af- 
fords through  a  range  of  apart- 
ments, where  a  multitude  of  arches 
terminate  in  a  large  window  open 
to  the  country.  In  a  gleam  of 
funftiine,  the  variety  of  tints  and 
lights  thrown  upon  this  er.fJade 
are  uncommonly  rich.  I  employ- 
ed much  time  in  making  an  exadl 
drawing  of  it  from  the  fountain, 
and  hope  ic  v/ill  help  you  to  com- 
prehend what  I  am  labouring  to 
explain  by  ray  narrative.  The 
fiilt  hall  is  the  concert-room,  where 
the  women  fate;  the  muficians 
played  above  in  four  balconies.  In 
the  ^^middle  is  a  jet  d'cau.  The 
•narble 
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marble  pavement  I  take  to  be  equal 
to  the  fined  cxifting,  for  the  fize 
of  the  fla&s,  and  evennefs  of  the 
colour.  The  two  fillers,  whi^h 
give  name  to  the  room,  are  flabs 
th;it  meafure  fifteen  feet  by  feven 
and  a  half,  wiihout  flaw  or  llain. 
The  walls,  up  to  a  cei  tain  height, 
are  mofaic,  and  above  arel  divio'eci 
into  very  neat  compartments  of 
llucco,  all  of  one  defign,  which  is 
a-lfo  followed  in  juany  of  the  ad- 
jncent  halls  and  galleries.  The 
ceiling  is  a  fretted  cove.  To  pre- 
ferve  this  vaulted  roof,  as  well  as 
fome  of  the  other  principal  cupo- 
las, the  outward  walls  of  the 
towers  are  raifed  ten  feet  above  the 
top  of  the  dome,  and  fupport  ano- 
ther roof  over  all,  by  which  means 
no  damage  can  ever  be  caufed  by 
wet  weather,  or  excefTive  heat  and 
cold.  From  this  hall  you  pafe 
round  the  li'ttle  myrtle-garden  of 
Lindaraxa,  into  an  additional 
building  made  to  the  eaft  end  by 
Charles  V.  The  rooms  are  fmall 
and  low  :  his  dear  motto.  Plus 
oHire,  appears  on  every  beam. 
This  leads  to  a  little  tower,  pro- 
jeding  from  the  line  of  the  north 
wall,  called  El  tocador,  or  the  dref- 
fmg-room  of  the  fultana.  It  is  a 
fmall  fquare  cabinet,  in  the  middle 
of  an  open  gullery,  from  which  it 
receives  light  by  a  door  and  three 
windows.  The  look-out  charming. 
In  one  corner  is  a  large  marble 
flag,  drilled  full  of  holes,  through 
which  the  fmoke  of  perfumes  al- 
cended  from  furnaces  below  ;  and 
here,  it  is  prefumed,  the  Mooriih 
queen  was  wont  to  lit  to  fumigate 
and  fweeten  her  perfon.  The  em- 
peror caufed  this  little  pretty  room 
to  be  painted  with  reprefentations 
of  his  wars,  and  a  great  variety  of 
grotefques,  which  appear  to  be  co- 
Voi.,  XXII. 


r:?9 

pies,  or  at  leaf!  imitations,  of  thofe 
;n  the  loggie  in  the  Vntican.  They 
have  been  fliamefully  abiifed  by 
idle  fcribbler- ;  what  remains  fhews 
them  to  have  been  the  work  of 
able  artifte.  From  hence  vov  c^o 
thro'igh  a  long  pafTac^e  to  the  hall 
of  ambafladors,  which  is  magnifi- 
cently decorated  with  innumerable 
varieties  of  mofaics,  and  the  mot- 
tos  of  all  the  kings  of  Granada. 
This  long  narrow  antichamber 
opens  into  the  comtmma  on  the  left 
hand,  and  on  the  right  into  the 
great  audience-hall  in  the  tower  of 
Comares,  a  noble  apartment,  thirty- 
fix  feet  fquare,  thirty-fix  high  up 
to  the  cornice,  and  eighteen  front 
thence  to  the  center  of  the  cupola. 
The  walls  on  three  fides  are  fifteen 
feet  thick,  on  the  other  nine  ;  the 
lower  range  of  windovv's  thirteen 
feet  high.  The  whole  hall  is  in- 
laid with  mofaic  of  many  colours, 
dilpofed  in  intricate  knots,  ftars, 
and  other  figures.  In  every  pare 
are  repeated  certain  Arabic  Sen- 
tences, the  principal  of  which  arS 
the  following  : 

"  The  counfel  of  God  and  a: 
"  fpeedy  increafe,  and  give  joy  to 
*'  true  believers." 

*'  Praife  to  God,  and  to  his  vice- 
"  gerent  Nazar,  who  gave  this 
"  empire,  and  to  our  king  Abou- 
"  abdoulah,  to  whom  be  peace, 
"  elevation,  and  glory." 

N.  B.  Nazar  is  an  appellation 
of  eminence,  and  fuppofed 
to  mean  the  famous  Emir- 
moumelin  Jacob  Almanzar. 

"  There  is  no  God  but  God." 

"  Valour,  fuccefs,  and  duration 
"  to  our  king  Abuihaghagh,  king 
"  of  <he  Moors;  God  guide  hi.s 
"  flate  and  elevate  his  power  1" 

"  Praife  be  to  God,  for  I  en- 
"  liven   this  dvvslling  of  princes 

K  •'  with 
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"  with  my  beauty,  and  with  my 
"  crown.  I  ftrike  firm  root;  I 
"  have  fountains  of  pureft  water, 
"  and  handfonie  apartments  ;  my 
"  inhabitants  are  lords  of  mighty 
*'  puiflance.  May  God,  who 
**  guides  his  people,  protect  me, 
**  for  I  attend  to  the  fayings  of 
"  the  holy  !  J  am  thus  adorned 
"  by  the  hand  and  liberality  of 
*'  Abulhaghagh,  who  is  a  bright 
*'  moon  that  calls  forth  his  light 
*'  over  the  face  of  heaven." 

Thcfe  infcriptions,  and  many 
others  difperfed  over  the  palace, 
prove  that  there  is  very  little  of  it 
remaining  that  is  not  the  work  of 
Abulhaghagh,  or  of  Abouabdou- 
iah. 

Having  thus  completed  the  tour 
of  the  upper  apartments,  which  are 
upon  a  level  with  the  offices  of  the 
new  palace,  you  defcend  to  the 
lower  floor,  which  confifled  of  bed- 
chambers and  fummer-rooms  :  the 
back-flairs  and  paiTages,  that  faci- 
litated the  intercourfe  between 
them,  are  without  number.  The 
moll  remarkable  room  below  is  the 
king's  bedchamber,  which  com- 
municated, by  means  of  a  gallery, 
with  the  upper  fiory.  The  beds 
>vere  placed  in  two  alcoves,  .upon 
a  railed  pavement  of  blue  and 
white  tiles  ;  but  as  it  has  been  re- 
paired_  by  Philip  V.  who  pafTed 
fome  time  here,  I  cannot  fay  how 
it  may  have  been  in  former  times, 
A  fountain  played  in  the  middle, 
to  refrefh  the  apartment  in  hot 
weather.  Behind  the  alcoves  are 
fmall  doors,  that  conduct  you  to 
the  royal  baths.  Thefe  confifl  in 
one  fmall  clofet  with  marble  cif- 
terns  for  wa(hing  children^  two 
rooms  for  grown-up  perfons,  and 
vaults  for  boilers  and  furnaces, 
that  fuppHed  the  baths  with  wa- 
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ter,  and  the  floves  with  vapours. 
The  troughs  are  formed  of  large 
flabs  of  white  marble  ;  the  walls 
arc  beautified  with  party-coloured 
earthen  ware  ;  light  is  admitted 
by  holes  in  the  coved  ceiling. 

Hard  by  is  a  whifpering-gal- 
lery,  and  a  kind  of  labyrintli, 
faid  to  have  been  made  for  the 
diverfion  of  the  women  and  chil- 
dren. 

_  Orie  of  the  pafTages  of  commu- 
nication is  fenced  off  with  a  flrong 
iron  grate,  and  called  the  prifoa 
of  the  fultana  ;  but  it  feems  more 
probable  that  it  was  put  up  to 
prevent  any  body  from  climbing  up 
into  the  women's  quarter. 

Under  the  council- room  is  a 
long  flip,  called  the  king's  fludy  ; 
and  adjoining  to  it  are  feveral 
vaults,  faid  to  be  the  place  of  bu- 
rial of  the  royal  family.  In  the 
year  1574,  four  fepulchres  were 
opened  ;  but,  as  they  contained 
nothing  but  bones  and  afhes,  were 
immediately  clofed  again. 

I  fliali  finifh  this  defcription  of 
the  Alhambra,  by  obferving  how 
admirably  every  thing  was  planned 
and  calculated  for  rendering  this 
palace  the  mofl  voluptuous  of  all 
retirements  ;  what  plentiful  fup- 
plies  of  water  were  brought  to  re- 
frefh it  in  the  hot  months  of  fum- 
rr.er ;  what  a  free  circulation  of 
air  was  contrived,  by  the  judici- 
ous difpofuion  of  doors  and  win- 
dows ;  what  fhady  gardens  of  aro^ 
matic  trees  ;  what  noble  views 
ovei-  the  bsautiful  liills  and  fertile 
plains  !  No  wonder  the  Moors 
regretted  Granada  ;  no  wonder 
they  ftill  offer  up  prayers  to  God 
every  Friday  for  the  recovery  of 
this  city,  which  they  efleem.a  ter- 
rellrial  paradife. 

Of 
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Of  the  Cathedral  Church  o/*  Burgos, 
and  of  the  Origin  of  Gothic  Ar- 
chite^ure.     From  the  fame. 

THE  cathedral  is  one  of  the 
moft  magnificent  flrudlures 
of  the  Gothic  kind,  now  exifting 
in  Europe;  but  although  it  rifes 
very  high,  and  is  feen  at  a  great 
diftance,  its  fituation  in  a  hole  cut 
out  of  the  fide  of  the  hill,  is  a 
great  difadvantage  to  its  general 
efFeft.  Its  form  is  exadlly  the  fame 
as  that  of  York-minfter,  which  I 
look  upon  to  be  the  criterion  ac- 
cording to  which  the  beauties  or 
defefts  of  every  gothic  church  are 
to  be  eftimated.  At  the  wefi:ern 
or  principal  front  are  two  fteeples 
ending  in  fpires,  and  on  the  cen- 
ter of  the  edifice  rifes  a  large  fquare 
tower,  adorned  with  eight  pinna- 
cles ;  on  one  fide  of  the  eaft  end 
is  a  lower  oftagon  building,  with 
eight  pyramids,  which  correfpond 
exaftly  to  the  Chapter-houfe  at 
York.  We  were  ftruck  with  the 
refemblance  between  thefe  build- 
ings ;  both  were  embellifhed  with 
a  profufion  of  ftatues  ;  mod  of 
thofe  at  York  were  deflroyed  in 
the  firft  emotions  of  iconoclaftic 
zeal  :  thofe  of  Burgos  are  ftill  in 
full  poffeffion  of  the  homages  of 
the  country,  and  confequently  en- 
tire ;  feveral  of  them  are  much 
more  delicate  than  one  would  ex- 
peft,  confidering  the  age  they 
were  fculptured  in.  Santiago,  the 
patron  of  this  cathedral,  ftands 
very  confpicuous  on  his  war-horfe 
among  the  needles  of  the  main 
iteeple  ;  and  the  Virgin  Mary  is 
ftated  in  folemn  ftate  ovor .  the 
great  window  of  the  well  porch. 
The  foliage-work,  arches,  pillars, 
and  battlements,  are  executed  in 
the    moll   elaborate   and   finiihed 
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manner  of  that  ftyle  which  has 
ufually  ber-n  called  Gothic;  of  late 
this  appellation  is  exploded,  and. 
that  of  Arabic  fubfiituted  for  it. 
I  confefs,  I  fee  fome  reafon  to 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  this  fe- 
cond  epithet.  lu  the  buildings  I 
have  had  opportunities  of  exan  in- 
ing  in  Spain  and  in  Sicily,  v/hicli 
are  undoubtedly  Saracenic,  I  have 
never  been  able  to  difcover  any 
thing  like  an  original  defig'n,  from 
which  the  Gothic  ornaments  might 
be  fuppofed  to  be  copied.  The 
arches  ufed  in  our  old  cathedrals 
are  pointed  ;  thofe  of  the  Sara- 
cens are  almoftfemi-circular,  when- 
ever they  are  not  turned  in  the 
form  of  an  horfe-flioe.  The 
churches  of  our  anceftors  fhoot  up 
into  fpires,  towers,  pinnacles  and 
filligree  work,  and  no  fuch  thing 
as  a  cupola  feems  ever  to  have 
been  attempted  ;  the  mofques  and 
other  buildings  of  the  Arabians^ 
are  rounded  into  domes  and  co- 
ved roofs,  with  nov/  and  then  a 
flender  fquare  minaret  terminating 
in  a  ball  or  pine-apple;  the  Ara- 
bic walls  fhine  with  painted  tiles, 
mofaics,  and  ftucco,  none  of  which 
ever  appear  in  our  ancient  edi- 
fices;  the  pillars  in  the  latter  are 
generally  grouped  many  together,, 
and  from  a  very  fmall  member  of 
an  entablature  fprings  one  or  two 
arches  ;  in  the  former,  the  co- 
lumns ftand  fingle,  and  if  placed 
more  than  one  together  to  fupport 
fome  heavy  part,  they  never  touch, 
or  as  it  were  grow  into  each  other; 
there  is  always  a  thick  architrave 
at  leaft  to  fupport  the  arch,  and. 
commonly  an  upright  piece  of 
wall  to  refift  the  lateral  preifure. 
Whenever  it  happens,  as  in  the 
great  divifions  of  the  rcofque  at 
Cordova,  that  four  pillars  are 
K  ;2  join9<J 
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joined  together,  it  is  by  means  of 
a  fquare  whII  or  pier,  at  the  four 
angles  of  which  are  placed  the  co- 
lu.nns,  perfedly  feparated  and  dif- 
tinft.  In  all  the  varieties  of  ca- 
pitals I  have  taken  drawings  of, 
I  never  found  one  exadly  the 
fame  in  dcfign  or  propordons,  as 
our  Gothic  ones  in  the  churches 
of  England,  or  in  thole  of  France, 
at  leafl  fuch  as  I  have  examined; 
viz.  Saint  Denis,  Amiens,  Rouen, 
Bordeaux,  Tours,  and  others.  The 
Chriftian  firudlures  are  extremely 
lofty,  and  full  of  long  windows 
with  painted  glafs ;  the  porches 
and  doors  are  deep  recedes,  with 
feveral  arches  one  within  another, 
crowded  with  little  faints  and  an- 
gels. Now  every  thing  is  differ- 
ent in  the  mofque  of  Cordova, 
the  only  one  I  have  ever  feen,  but 
which  I  think  may  be  fairly  deem- 
ed a  proper  fimple  of  Arabian  fa- 
cred  architeflure,  to  e'lablifh  a 
judgment  upon  ;  whether  we  con- 
iider  its  antiquity,  being  built  be- 
fore the  ninth  century  ;  its  pre- 
fent  ftate,  which,  fome  parts  ex- 
cepted, is  exadiy  as  it  was  a  thou- 
fand  years  ago  ;  or  laflly  the 
princely  hands  that  raifed  it.  It 
was  efcfted  by  Abdoulrahman  the 
flrftj  probably  upon  the  defigns, 
and  under  the  infpeclion  of  the 
ableft  architeils  of  the  age,  and 
according  to  the  method  of  diilri- 
biition  obferved  in  holy  edifices 
built  in  Arabia  and  Egypt.  Here, 
and  I  have  reafon  to  think  it  is  fo 
in  moil,  if  not  all,  mofques,  the 
elevation  of  the  roof  is  trifling, 
not  a  Seventeenth  part  of  the 
length  of  the  iles  ;  there  are  no 
windows  of  any  fixe,  and  what 
there  are,  are  covered  with  fili- 
grer-wQik  in  ftone,  fo  as  neVer  to 
admit  any  great  q^uantity  of  light. 
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which  was  received  from  Iky- lights 
and  cupolas,  and  from  the  ccc^ 
fional  opening  of  the  doors :  the 
finking  back  of  the  arches  over 
the  gates  is  fcarce  perceptible,  as 
they  are  almoft  of  an  equal  pro- 
jcdion  with  the  wall  of  the  build- 
ing. From  all  thefe  differential 
marks,  I  am  inclined  to  fufpefi: 
that  our  old  ftruflures  have  been 
new- named,  and  Mahometanifed 
without  fullicient  proof  of  their 
Arabic  origin.  At  the  fiime  time 
I  acknowledge  it  is  difficult  to  find 
them  a  more  fatisfa&ory  and  ge- 
nuine pedigree. 

The  bell  age  of  that  flyle  of 
conllruftion  began  in  England  ia 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  third,  for 
till  then  we  built  in  the  clumfy 
manner  called  Saxon,  deilitute  of 
every  recommendation  but  folidi- 
ty  ;  the  new  tafle  came  in  all  pro- 
bability from  France,  introduced 
by  fome  Provencals  that  followed 
the  Queen.  If  you  fuppofe  it  im- 
ported into  that  kingdom  by 
thole  that  returned  from  the  cru- 
fadoes,  we  mull  of  courfe  fet  it 
down  as  an  eaftern  invention. 
The  queftion  is,  what  part  of  the 
eall  it  came  from,  and  whether 
it  was  the  fame  as  that  employed 
by  the  Arabians.  If  there  were 
clear  proofs  of  its  being  a  branch 
of  the  Arabic  architedlure,  it 
would  Hill  appear'  extraordinary,, 
that  its  very  iirlt  introduftion  into 
Chriflendom  fhould  be  attended 
with  fo  great  a  variation  from 
the  models  it  was  meant  to  imitate  ; 
and  that  any  prince  or  learned 
prieft  that  "thought  it  worthy  of 
being  employed  in  his  country, 
Ihouid  immediately  fet  about  new 
faihioning  it  in  all  its  points.  We 
may,  if  we  pleafe  to  indulge  our 
fancy,  fay  that  fome  fublime  ge- 
nius 
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niii5  (isrtsd  out  from  the  dufly 
jloom  of  a  monadic  library,  alter- 
ed and  improved  upon  the  hints 
he  found  in  books  of  Arabian 
architeclure,  fubftituted  bold  and 
aftonifhing  ideas  of  his  own;  found 
bifhops,  princes,  and  abbots,  wil- 
ling to  adopt  them;  and  built 
churches  in  a  ftyle  entirely  new, 
and  apparently  original.  We  may 
fuppofe  him  to  have  formed  a 
fchool  cf  other  monks,  the  only 
architefts  of  thofe  ages  among  the 
Chrillians  ;  and  that  thefe  pupils 
gradually  new  modelled  the  pre- 
cepts of  their  mailer,  and  reduc- 
ed his  method  to  certain  rules  ; 
which  afterwards  ferved  as  guides 
through  all  the  fantaftic  mazes  of 
ourecclefiaftical  archicefture.  Some 
pcrfons  have  fufpefted  it  to  have 
been  the  manner  praflifed  by  the 
eaftern  Chrillians,  and  not  adopted 
by  the  Arabs;  who  might  difdain 
to  have  any  thing  fimilar  in  their 
places  of  worfliip,  with  thofe  of  a 
conquered  people.  Others  have 
been  cf  opinion,  that  it  comes 
originally  from  Perfia,  or  further 
eait ;  and  fome  again  maintain  it 
to  be  an  European  invention,  or 
at  lead  a  barbarous  mode  of 
building  brought  by  fome  great 
genius  to  the  elegant  perfection 
we  behold  in  our  cathedrals.  The 
argument  would  require  a  great 
number  of  comparifons,  confron- 
tations, and  combinations,  to  find 
out  the  conneftion  betv/een  the 
two  manners :  fuch  a  difquifition 
belongs  more  properly  to  a  trea- 
tife  than  to  a  letter,  of  which  it 
■  has  already  engroffed  too  large  a 
fhare. 


Objern;attQns    on    the   earlieji  hitro- 
duSiion  of  Clocks  ;  by  the  Honour- 


able  Daines   Barrlngton.     In   a 

Letter  to  the  Honourable  Mr.  Juf- 
tice  Blackftone. 

Dear  Sir, 

AS  I  know  you  are  fomewhat 
interefted  with  regard  to  the 
period  when  thofe  ufeful  meafurers 
of  time  called  clocks  v/erc  firft 
made,  I  fend  you  the  refult  of  my 
inquiries  on  that  head,  after  hav- 
ing con  fu!  ted  moil  of  thofe  trea- 
tifes  which  might  be  fuppofed  to 
furnifh  material  information. 

Earlier  inftances  might  be  pro- 
duced from  thefe  authorities  of 
Horologia  in  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope;  but  this  word  fignifying  in 
thofe  centuries  dials  as  well  as 
clocks,  nothing  decifive  can  be  in- 
ferred from  fuch  term,  unlcfs  from 
other  circumftances,  or  expreffions, 
it  can  be  fhewn  to  relate  to  a  clock 
rather  than  a  dial. 

Dante  feem?  to  be  the  firft  au- 
thor who  hath  introduced  the  men- 
tion of  an  orologio,  ivhich  Jlruck 
the  hour  (and  confequently  can- 
not be  a  dial),  in  the  following 
lines : 

"  Indi  come  liorologio  die  nc  cbiumi, 
"  Kel  hora  che  la  fpofa  dMdio  furge, 
"  Amattinar  lo  fpofo,  perche  I'ami." 

Dante,  Paradifo,  C.  x. 

Now  Dante  was  born  in  1265, 
and  died  in  I  321 ,  aged  57  ;  there- 
fore llriking  clocks  could  not  have 
been  very  uncommon  in  Italy  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  13th  cen- 
tury, or  the  very  beginning  of 
the  14th. 

But  the  ufe  of  clocks  was  not 
confined  to  Italy  at  this  period ; 
for  we  had  one  of  thefe  artifts  in 
England  precifely  about  the  fame 
time,  who  furniflied  the  famous 
clock-houfe  near  Weftminfter-hall, 
with  a  clock  to  be  heard  by  the 

K  3  courts 
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courts  of  law,  out  of  a  fine  im- 
pofed  on  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
King's  Bench  in  the  i6th  year  of 
Edward  I,  or  A.D.    1288*. 

You  have  in  your  Commenta- 
ries f  obferved,  that  this  punifh- 
ment  of  Radulphus  de  Flengham 
is  firft  taken  notice  of  in  the  Year 
Book  I  during  the  reign  of  Rich- 
ard ill,  where  indeed  no  mention 
is  made  of  a  clock's  being  thus 
paid  for  ;  but  if  the  circumftances 
llated  iq  the  report  of  this  are  con- 
fidered,  it  was  highly  unnecefi'ary, 
and  perhaps  improper,  to  have  al- 
luded to  this  application  of  the 
Chief  Juftice's  fine. 

It  appears  by  the  Year  Book, 
that  Richard  III.  had  clofeted  the 
Judges  in  the  Inner  Scar  Chamber, 
to  take  their  opinions  upon  three 
points  of  law;  the  fecond  of  which 
was,  •'  whether  a  Juftice  of  the 
*'  Peace,  who  had  inroiled  an  in- 
**  didment  which  had  been  ne- 
*'  gatived  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
*'  amongil  the  true  iills,  might  be 
**  punifhed  for  this  abufe  of  his 
"  ofiice." 

On  this  queftion  a  diverfity  of 
opinion  arifes  amongll  the  judges, 
fome  of  which  fuppofe,  that  a 
magiftrate  cannot  be  profecuted 
for  what  he  may  have  done  ; 
whilft  others  contend,  that  he  may, 
and  cite  the  cafe  of  Hengham, 
who  was  fined  800  marks  for  mak- 
ing an  alteration  in  a  record,  by 
which  a  poor  defendant  was  only 
to  pay  6s.  8d.  infiead  of  13J.  4^. 
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Thus  far  the  anfwer  of  tha 
judges  to  the  quelHon  propofed 
was  ftriftly  proper ;  but  the  ^- 
plication  of  the  fine  to  the  build- 
ing a  clock-houfe  |1  was  not  the 
leaft  material  ;  befides  that  it  was 
probably  a  moft  notorious  fadt  to 
every  ftudent  upon  his  firft  attend- 
ing V/eitminfter-hall,  as  we  find 
Judge  Southcote  fo  much  later,  in 
the  early  part  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's reign,  not  only  mentioning 
the  tradition,  but  th:it  the  clock 
ftill  continued  there,  which  had 
been  furniflied  out  of  the  Chief 
Juftice's  fine  §,  Sir  Edward  Coke 
likewife  adds,  that  the  800  marks 
were  adtually  entered  upon  the 
roll  I,  fo  that  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble he  had  himfelf  feen  the  re- 
cord. 

On  the  fide  of  New  Palace-yard 
which  is  oppofite  to  Weftmlnfter- 
hall,  and  in  the  fecopd  pediment 
of  the  new  buildings  from  the 
Thames,  on  the  exaft  fpot,  ac- 
cording to  Strype,  where  the  clock- 
houfe  ftood,  a  dial  is  inferted  with 
this  remarkable  motto  upon  it, 
"  Difdtejufiitia7n  Moniti"  which 
feenis  moft  clearly  to  relate  to  the 
fine  impofed  on  Radulphus  de 
Hengham,  being  applied  to  the 
paying  for  a  clock. 

Mr,  Norris,  Secretary  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  hath  been 
likewife  fo  obliging  as  to  refer  me 
to  the  following  inftance  of  a 
very  ancient  clock  in  the  fame  cen- 
tury : 


*  See  Selden  in  his  Pref.  to  Hengham.  f  Vol.  III.  p.  408. 

t  Mich.  a.  Ric.  3. 

||  We  find  that  this  clock  was  confidered  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  to  be 
cf  fuch  confequence,  that  the  King  gave  the  keeping  of  it,   with  the  appurte- 
nances, to  William  Waiby,  Dean  of  St.  Stephen's,  together  with  the  pay  of 
iid.  per  diem,  to  be  received  at  the  Exchequer. 
•     k  3  Inft-  P-  72-  4  4  Inft-  P-  ^55. 

''  AnnQ 


A  N  T  I  Q^U  I  T  I  E  S. 


*'  Anno  1292,  No-uum  Orolo- 
'*. 'gium  Magnum  in  Ecclefia  (fc. 
*'  Cantuarienfi)   pretium  30/." 

I-fhall  now  produce  a  proof,  that 
not  only  clocks  but  watches  were 
made  in  the  beginning  of  the  14th 
century. 

Seven  or  eight  years  ago,  fome 
labourers  were  employed  at  Bruce 
Caflle  in  Fifefhire,  where  they 
found  a  watch,  together  with  fome 
coin;  both  of  which  they  difpofed 
of  to  a  fhopkceper  of  St.  Andrews, 
who  fent  the  watch  to  his  brother 
in  London,  confidering  it  as  a  cu- 
rious piece  of  antiquity  *.  The 
cuter  cafe  is  of  filver,  raifed,  in 
rather  a  handfome  pattern,  over 
a  ground  of  blue  enamel  ;  and  I 
think  I  can  difiinguilli  a  cypher 
of  R.  B.  at  each  corner  of  the  en- 
chafed  work.  On  the  dial-plate 
is  written,  Rohertus  B.  Rex  Scot- 
toru/K,  and  over  it  is  a  convex 
tranfparent  horn,  inllead  of  the 
glafies  which  we  ufe  at  prefent. 

Now  Robertus  B.  Rex  Scotto- 
rum  can  be  no  other  King  of  Scot- 
land than  Robert  Bruce,  who  be- 
gan his  reign  in  1305,  and  died 
in  1328;  for  the  Chriftian  name 
of  Baliol  who  fucceeded  him  was 
Edward;  nor  can  Robertus  B.  be 
aoplied  to  any  later  Scottilli 
King._ 

This  very  fingular  watch  is  not 
of  a  larger  fjze  than  thofe  which 
are  now  in  common  ufe;  at  which 
I  was  much  furprifed,  till  I  had 
feen   feveral  of  the   i6ch  century 


^35 

in  the  collection  of  Sir  Afliton 
Lever,  and  Mr.  Ligham  Forfter, 
which  v/ere  confiderably  fmaller. 

As  I  mean  to  deduce  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  art  of  clock-making 
in  a  regular  chronological  feries, 
the  next  mention  I  find  of  Horo- 
logia,  is  in  Rymer's  Foedera,  where 
there  is  a  protedlion  of  Edward 
the  Third,  A.  D.  1368,  to  three 
Dutchmen,  who  were  Orlogiers. 
The  title  of  this  protection  is, 
"  De  Horologiorum  Artificio  ex- 
*'  ercendo."  Mr.  B.  remarks  upon 
the  following  lines  of  Chaucer  f, 
when  he  fpeaks  of  a  cock's  crow- 
ing. 

"  Full  fikerer  was  his  crowing  in  his  loge> 
"  As  is  a  dock,  or  any  abbey  orloge," 

that  in  the  14th  century,  clock 
was  often  applied  to  a  bell,  which 
was  rung  at  certain  periods,  de- 
termined by  the  hour-glafs  or  fun- 
dial  :  but  that  the  abbey  orloge  % 
(or  clock)  could  not  have  been 
uncommon  when  Chaucef  wrote 
thefe  lines. 

I  now  pafs  on  to  a  famous  agro- 
nomical clock,  made  by  one  of 
our  countrymen  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  the  Second,  the  account 
of  which  I  have  extrafted  from 
Leiand. 

Richard  of  Walingford  was  fon 
of  a  fmith,  who  lived  at  that  tewn, 
and  who,  from  his  learning  and 
ingenuity,  became  abbot  of  St. 
Alban's.  Lt;land  proceeds,  "  cum 
"  jam  per  amplas  licebat  fprtunas^ 


*  It  is  now  in  his  Majefty's  poffeflion. 

f  Chaucer  was  born  A.  D.  1328,  and  died  in  1400. 

j  To  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  clocks  were  often  called  orologes  5 

*'  He'll  watch  the  horologe  a  double  fct, 
"  If  drink  rock  |iot  his  cradle." 

Othello,  sSi  ii.  fc^  3. 

The  clock  of  Wells  cathedral  is  alfo  to  this  day  called  the  kgrologe. 

K  4  ^    *'  voluiC 
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**  voiuit  illuftri  aliquo  opere,  non 
**  modo  ingenii,  vjrum  etiam  eru- 
"  ditionis,  ac  artis  excellentjs, 
*'  miraculum  oftendere.  Ergo  ta- 
*'  lem  horologii  fabricam  magiio 
*'  labore,  majore  iumptu,  arte  vero 
*'  maxima,  compegit,  qualem  non 
**  habet  tota  Earopa  med  opinione, 
"  fecu^dum,  five  quis  curiujn  fo- 
**  lis  ac  Junie,  feu  hxa  fidera  no- 
*'  tec,  five  iterum  maris  incre- 
**   menta  &  de^emenca*." 

Richard  of  Wu'ingiord  alfo  wrote 
a  treatife  on  this  clock,  "  Ne 
**  tarn  infignis  inachina  vilefceret 
*''  errore  monachorum,  aut  incog- 
*'  nico  flruAuras  ordine,  filefce- 
*(  ret." 

From  v-'hat  hath  been  above 
ftaced  it  appears,  that  this  aiiro- 
nomical  clock  continued  to  go  in 
Leland's  time,  who  was  born  at 
the  latter  end  of  Henry  the  Se- 
venth's reign,  and  who  ipeaks  of 
a  tradition,  that  this  famous  piece 
of  mechanifm  was  called  Albion  by 
the  inventor. 

Having  now  produced  inftances 
of  feveral  clocks,  and  even  a 
watch,  which  were  made  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  14th  century, 
as  alfo  having  endeavoured  to 
prove  that  they  were  not  exceliive- 
ly  uncommon  even  in  the  13th, 
it  may  be  thought  necefTary  that 
I  fliould  account  for  their  not  be- 
ing more  generally  ufed  during 
thefe  periods,  as,  in  their  prefent 
ftate  at  leall,  they  are  fo  very  con- 
venient. For  this,  it  fliocld  feem, 
that  miny  reafons  may  be  alngned. 
In  the  infancy  of  this  new  piece 
of  mechanifrn,  they  were  proba- 
bly of  a  ytvj  imperfefl  coni'iruc- 
tioii,  perhaps    never  went   tolera- 


bly, and  were  foon  deranged, 
whilft  there  was  no  one  within  a 
reafonable  diftance  to  put  them  in 
order. 

We  find,  therefore,  that  Henry 
the  Sixth  of  England,  and  Charles 
the  Fifth  of  France,  appointed, 
clock-mafters,  with  a  ftipend,  to 
keep  the  Weftminfler  and  Paris 
clocks  in  order. 

It  need  fcarcely  be  obferved  alfo, 
that  as  the  artiils  were  fo  few, 
their  work  muft  have  been  charged 
accordingly,  and  that  Kings  only 
could  be  the  purchafers  of  what 
was  rather  an  cxpenfive  toy,  than 
cf  any  confiderable  ufe.  And  it 
may  perhaps  be  faid,  that  they 
continued  in  a  great  meafure  to  be 
no  better  than  toys  till  the  middle 
of  the  17th  century. 

Add  to  this,  that  in  the  13th 
and  14th  centuries,  there  was  fo 
little  commerce,  intercourfe,  or 
fociety,  that  an  hour-glafs,  or  the 
fun,  was  very  futiicient  for  the 
common  purpofes,  which  are  now 
more  accurately  fettled  by  clocks 
of  modern  conlbuiflion.  Dials  and 
hour-glailes  likewile  wanted  no 
mending. 

Having  now  finlilied  what  hath 
occurred  to  rr.e  with  regard  to  the 
firft  introduclion  of  clocks,  I  fhall 
conclude  by  a  few  particulars, 
which  I  have  been  enabled  to  pick 
up,  in  relation  to  thofe  more  port- 
able meafurers  of  tim£,  called 
nvntche:,  the  earlieft  of  v/hich  (ex^r 
cept  thwt  of  Robert  Bruce  King  of 
Scotland)  feems  to  be  one  in 
Sir  Ail) ton  Lever's  moft  valua- 
ble mufeum,   the  date  upon  which 

is  15411- 

Derhair. 


*  Lehnc!  de  Script.  Brit. 

•f-  The  oldeft  clock   we  have  in  England  that  is  fuppofed  to  go  tolerably* 
is  of  the  preceding  year,  viz.   i  s4.0i  the  initial  istttrs  cf  the  •nakei''s  natre 

fctirj; 
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Derham  (in  his  Artificial  Clock- 
maker,  publifhed  in  1714)  men- 
tions a  watch  ofHenry  the  Eighth, 
wh'ch  was  ftill  in  order  ;  and  Dr. 
Desi'dinbray  informs  me,  that  he 
hath  heard  both  Sir  Ifaac  New- 
ton and  Deraoivre  fpeak  of  this 
w.-'tch  *. 

The  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth 
(Henry's  contemporary)  was  fo 
much  pleafed  with  thefe  time- 
mcafurers,  that  he  ufed  to  fit  after 
his  diiUier  with  fevcral  of  them 
on  the  table,  his  bottle  being  in 
the  center;  and  when  he  retired 
to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Jufc,  he 
continued  ftill  to  amufe  himfelf 
with  keep  ng  them  in  order,  which 
is  fuid  to  have  produced  a  re- 
flection from  him  on  the  abfurdity 
of  his  attempt  to  reyulat^^  the  mo- 
tions of  the  different  po.vers  of  Eu- 
rope. 

Some  of  the  watches  ufed  at 
this  time  feem  to  have  been  ftrik- 
crs  ;  at  leaft  we  find  in  the  Me. 
moirs  of  Literature,  that  fuch 
watches  having  been  ftolen  both 
from  Charles  the  Fifth  and  Lewis 
the  Eleventh,  whilft  they  were  in 
a  croud,  the  thief  was  detected  by 
their  ilriking  the  hour.- 

In  molt  of  the  more  ancient 
watches    (of    which    I   have    feen 
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feveral  in  the  colleftion  of  Sir 
Afiiton  Lever  and  Mr.  Ingham 
Forfter)  catgut  fupplied  the  place 
of  a  chain,  whilft  they  were  com- 
monly of  a  fmaller  fize  than  we 
ufe  at  prefent,  and  often  of  an  oval 
formf . 

From  thefe  and  probably  many 
other  imperfedlions  they  were  not 
in  any  degree  of  general  requeft 
till  the  latter  end  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's reign;  accordingly  in  Shake- 
fpear's  Twelfth  Night  Malvolio 
fays, 

"  I  frown  the  while,  and  per- 
"  chance  tvlnd  up  tny  njoatch,  or 
'*  play  with  fome  rich  jewel." 

Again,  in  the  firft  edition  of 
Harrington's  Orlando  Furiofo 
(printed  in  I59i)j  the  author  is 
reprefented  with  what  feems  to  be 
a  watch,  (though  the  engraving  is 
by  no  means  diftinft)  on  which  is 
written, 

II  tempo  paflaj. 

In  the  3d  of  James  the  Firft,  a 
watch  was  found  upon  Guy  Fawkes, 
which  he  and  Percy  had  bought 
the  day  before,  "  to  try  conclu- 
"  fions  for  the  long  and  Ihorc 
"  burning  of  the  touchwood, 
"  with  which  he  had  prepared 
"  to  give  fire  to  the  train  of 
"  powder." 


being  N.  O.  It  is  in  the  palace  at  Hampton  Court.  Derham's  Artificial  Clock- 
maker. 

»■  That  ;!iftingiiifhcd  antiquary  Mr.  Walpole  has  in  his  pofiefiion  a  clock, 
which  appears  by  the  inicription  to  have  been  a  prelent  from  Henry  the  Eighth 
to  Anne  Boleyn.  Poynet,  Bifliop  of  WInchefter,  likewife  gave  an  agronomical 
clock  to  the  fame  King;.     Godwyn  de  Praeful. 

f  PanciroUus  informs  us,  that  about  the  end  of  the  15th  century,  watches 
were  ir.ade  no  larger  than  an  almond,  by  a  man  whofe  name  was  Mermecide. 
Encyclop. 

X  In  Archbiftiop  Parker's  will,  ir-ade  April  5,  1575,  is  the  following  le- 

"  Do,  et  lego  fratri  meo  Ricardo  epifcopo  Elienfi,  baculum  meum  de  canna 
♦'  Indica,  qui  Horologium  habct  in  fummitate.'* 

As  likewife  in  the  brief  of  his  goods,  &c,     «'  A  clock,  valued  at  54./.  4J." 

In 
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In  1631  Charles  the  firft  incor- 
porated the  clock-makers  ;  and 
the  charter  prohibits  clocks,  ^watches, 
and  alar?r^,  from  being  imported, 
which  fufticiently  proves  that  they 
were  now  more  commonly  ufed, 
as  well  as  that  we  had  artifts  of 
our  own,  who  were  expert  in  this 
branch  of  bufiiiefs. 

About  the  middle  of  the  17th 
century,  Huygens  made  his  great 
improvement  in  clock-work,  which 
produced  many  others  from  our 
own  countrymen  ;  the  l?itell:  of 
which  was  the  introdudlion  of  re- 
peating watches  in  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Second,  who,-  as  I 
have  been  informed  by  the  late 
Lord  Bathurll,  fent  one  of  the  lirft 
of  thefe  new  inventions  to  I>evvis 
XIV. 

The  former  of  thefe  Kings  was 
very  curious  with  regard  to  thefe 
time-meafurers ;  and  I  have  been 
told  by  an  old  perfon  of  the 
trade,  that  watch-makers  (parti- 
cularly Eafl)  ufed  to  attend  whilft 
he  was  playing  at  the  Mall,  a 
watch  being  often  the  flake. 

But  we  have  a  much  more  cu- 
rious anecdote  of  royal  attention 
to  watches  in  Dr.  Derham's  Arti- 
ficial Clock-maker. 

Barlow  had  produced  a  patent, 
in  concert  with  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Allebone,  for  repeaters  ; 
but  Quare  making  one  at  the  fame 
time  upon  ideas  he  had  encertain- 
cd  before  the  patent  was  grant- 
ed, James  the  Second  tried  both, 
and  giving  the  preference  to 
Quare's,  it  was  notified  in  the 
Gazette. 

In  the  fucceeding  reign,  the  re- 
putation of  the  Euglifii  work  in 
this  branch  was  fuch,  that  in  the 
year  169S,  an  a cl  palled,  obliging 
the  makers  to  put  their  names  on 
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watches,  left  difcreditable  ones 
might  be  fold  abroad  for  En- 
glilli. 

If  any  of  thefe  particulars,  or 
anecdotes,  fhould  prove  interefting 
to  you,  it  will  amply  rccompence 
the  trouble  I  may  have  had  in  col- 
ledling  them ;  being. 

Dear  Sir,  ' 
Your  moft  faithful 
humble  Servant, 
Daines  Barrington. 


Account  c/"  //6f  Sifteddfod  or  Sejficns 

of  the  Bards  and  Minjlrels. 
[From  Pennant's  Tour  through  Wales.] 

THE  particular  glory  of  che 
town  of  Caerxvys,  was  the 
honour  it  had  of  being  the  place 
of 'the  Eijleddfod,  or  the  feffions  of 
the  bards  and  minftrels  for  many 
centuries.  It  was  the  refort  of 
thofe  of  a  certain  diftrift  ;  as  Jber- 
franx)  in  Anglefea  was  of  thofe  of 
that  ifland,  and  the  neighbouring 
county  ;  and  Mathraijal  of  thofe 
of  the  land  of  Po^wys.  The  rea- 
fon  that  thefe  places  were  thus 
diftinguilhed,  was,  becaufe  the 
two  laft  were  the  refidence  of 
Princes  ;  and  Caerivjs,  on  account 
of  the  royal  palace  that  flood  be- 
low the  town,  the  relidence  of 
Lle-iAjelyn  ap  Gryffydd, 

Thefe  Eifteddfods  were  the  Bri- 
tijh  Olympics.  Fired  at  firft  with 
generous  emulation,  our  poetg 
crowded  into  the  lifl,  and  carried  off 
the  prize,  contented  with  the  mere 
honour  of  victory.  At  length, 
when  the  competitors  became  nu- 
merous, and  the  country  became 
opprefled  with  the  multitude,  new 
regulations  of  courfe  t^ok  place. 
The  difappointed  candidates  were 

<1Q 
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no  longer  fuiFered  to  torture  the 
ears  of  the  principality  with  their 
wretched  compofitions.  None  but 
bards  of  merit  were  fuffered  to  re- 
hearfe  their  pieces ;  and  minftrels 
of  fkill,  to  perform.  Thefe  v^ent 
through  a  long  probation  :  judges 
were  appointed  to  decide  on  their 
refpedive  abilities  ;  and  degrees 
faitable  were  conferred,  and  per- 
millions  granted  for  exercifing  their 
talents,  in  the  manner  that  will 
be  related  in  the  following  pages. 
The  judges  were  appointed  by 
commiffion  from  our  Princes;  and 
after  the  conqueil  of  Wales,  by 
the  Kings  of  England,  notwith- 
ftanding,  Edivard  I.  exercifed  a 
political  cruelty  over  the  genera- 
tion of  bards  of  his  time  ;  yet  fu- 
ture princes  thought  fit  to  revive 
an  inftitution  fo  likely  to  foften 
the  manners  of  a  fierce  people. 
The  crown  had  the  power  of  no- 
minating the  judges,  who  decided 
not  only  on  the  merit,  but  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  poems;  and,  like  our 
modern  Lord  Chamberlains,  were 
certain  of  licencing  only  thofe 
which  were  agreeable  to  the  Englijh 
court. 

It  is  highly  probable,  that  the 
bards  and  minflrels  were  under 
certain  re-^ulacions  durin^j  the  time 
of  Druidifm  ;  but  we  find  no  proofs 
of  them  till  long  after;  till  the 
days  of  Cadvjaladr,  lall  King  of 
Britain,  who  died  at  Rome  about 
the  year  688.  Of  him  it  is  faid, 
that  being  at  an  afien-ibly  of  this 
nature,  with  his  nobles,  there  came 
a  minllrel,  and  played  in  a  key  fo 
difpieafing,  that  he  and  all  his 
brethren  were  prohibited,  under  a 
fevere  penalty,  from  ever  playing 
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on  it  any  more  ;  but  were  ordered 
to  adopt  that  of  M-ivynen  G-xvynedd, 
or  the  fA'eet  key  of  Guoynedd  *. 

I  imagine,  that  previous  to  this, 
there  had  been  mufical  regulations 
in  Britain  ;  for  I  find  that  a  tune, 
called  Gc/hg  yr  Halcn,  or  the  Pre- 
lude of  the  Salt,  was  always  played 
whenever  the  falt-feller  was  placed 
before  King  Arthur's  knights,  ac 
his  round  table  f . 

After  Cada.valadr,  the  next 
Princes  who  undertook  the  re- 
form of  our  minllrelfie,  were  Bled- 
dyn  ap  Cynfyn  and  Gryffydd  ap  Cy- 
■nan.  The  firft  was  coteaiporary 
with  the  conqueror;  the  laft  with 
King  Stephen.  Thefe  cnacTced,  tliat 
no  perfon  fhould  follow  the  prc- 
fejpt)n  of  bard  or  minftrel,  but  luck 
only  who  were  admitted  by  the 
Eijleddfod,  which  was  held  once  ia 
three  years.  They  were  prohibit- 
ed from  invading  one  another's 
province  :  nor  v/ere  they  permitted 
to  degrade  themfelves  by  following 
any  other  occupation.  Neither  of 
thefe  were  to  demand  above  ten 
/hillings  in  any  article,  under  pain 
of  lofing  the  whole,  befides  being 
fufpended  from  their  profeifion  for 
three  years  J. 

After  the  times  of  the  princes, 
the  great  men,  their  defcendants, 
took  thefe  people  under  their  care 
and  protedlion,  allowing  them  the 
liberty  of  circuiting  their  refpec- 
tive  territories  thrice  a  year,  viz. 
at  Chrijlmas,  Eafier,  and  Whitfun- 
tide ;  and  the  whole  principality 
once  in  three  years. 

The  bards  were  in  the  highefl: 
repute,  I  cannot  give  a  ftronger 
idea  of  the  efteem  they  were  in, 
than    by   citing    from   the    Weljh 


*  North  Wales. 
WallicaE,  35. 


t  Mr.  Morris's  MSS.  of  Brltifli  mufic.  J  Leges 

laws. 
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laws,  the  account  of  their  rank  in 
the  prince's  court,  and  the  various 
rewards  and  fees  they  were  entitled 
to,  and  the  fevere  penahies  that 
were  enafted  to  preferve  their 
perfons  from  infult.  They  were 
fuppofed  to  be  endowed  with  pow- 
ers equal  to  infpiration.  They 
were  the  oral  hiftorians  of  all  part 
tranfadions,  pubiie  and  private. 
They  related  the  great  events  of 
the  ftate  ;  and,  like  the  fcalds  of 
the  northern  nations,  retained  the 
memory  of  numberlefs  tranfadlions, 
which  otherwife  .  would  have  pe- 
rifhed  in  oblivion.  They  were 
likevvife  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  works  of  the  three  pri- 
mary bards,  wz.  Myrddyh  ap  Mor- 
fryn,  Myrddyn  Emrys,  and  Ta- 
liefin  ben  Beirdd.  But  they  had 
another  talent,  which  probably  en- 
deared them  more  than  all  the  reft 
to  the  l^r'el/h  nobility  ;  that  of  be- 
ing moil  accompliihed  genealo- 
giiis,  and  flattering  their  vanity, 
in  finging  the  deeds  of  an  an- 
ceftry  derived  from  the  mofi  diftant 
period. 

The  Bardd  Teulu,  or  Court 
Bard,  held  the  eighth  place  in 
the  Prince's  court.  He  pofleffed 
his  land  free.  The  prince  fup- 
plied  him  with  a  horfe  and  wool- 
len robe,  and  the  princefs  with 
linen  *.  He  fat  next  to  the  go- 
vernor of  the  palace  at  the  three 
great  feftivals ;  for,  at  thofe  fea- 
fons,  the  governor  was  to  deliver 
him  his  harp  f .  On  the  fame  fef- 
tivals, he  was  alfo  to  have  the  Di/- 
dain^s,  or  ileward  of  the  houlhold's 
garment  for  his  fee. 

When  a  fqng  is  called  for,  the 
Qadeir  fardd,  or  the  bard  who  has 
got   the  badge  of  the  chair,  is  firft 

*  Leges  Wallic^e, .  35. 


to  fing  a  hymn  in  glory  of  God  ; 
after  that,  another  in  honour  of 
the  prince.  When  thofe  aie  over, 
the  Teulu-ivr,  or  bard  of  the  hall, 
is  to  fmg  fome  other  fubjedl. 

If  the  princefs  calls  for  a  fong 
after  fhe  has  retired  from  table  to 
her  apartment,  the  Teulu^ojr  muft 
fing  to  her  highnefs  in  a  low  voice, 
leaft  he  fliould  difturb  the  perform- 
ers ill  the  hall.  John  Dafydd Rhjs 
fays,  that  the  fubjedl:  was  to  be  on 
death  ;  but  I  rather  follow  Wo:tcn, 
who,  inflead  of  angau,  which  f  g- 
nifies  death,  prefers  the  word  am- 
gen,  or  n/eparate  fubje^  from  what 
was  fung  in  the  hall. 

When  the  bard  goes  with  the 
prince's  fervants  on  a  plundering 
expedition,  and  performs  before 
them  his  animating  compofitions, 
he  is  to  have  the  fineft  heifer  of 
the  booty;  and  in  cafe  the  de- 
tachment was  drawn  up  in  order 
of  battle,  he  was  to  fing  at  their 
head,  the  p-aifes  of  the  Britifh  mo- 
narchy. This  was  to  remind  them 
of  their  antient  right  to  the  whole 
kingdom;  for  their  inroads  being 
aim  oft  always  on  the  Enghjh  terri- 
tories, they  thought  they  did  no 
more  than  feize  on  their  own. 

The  prince  beftowed  on  him  an 
ivory  chefs-board  ;  others  fay  a 
harp  :  and  the  princefs  a  golden 
ring.  His  lodging  was  to  be  with 
the  governor  of  the  palace. 

When  he  is  required  to  fing  with 
other  bards,  by  way  of  diftindion, 
he  is  to  have  a  double  portion. 

If  the  bard  afks  any  favour  of 
the  prince,  he  muft  fing  one  of 
his  compofitlons :  if  of  a  noble- 
man, three:  if  of  a  common  per- 
fon,  he  muft  fing  till  he  is  fo 
weary  as  to  reft  on  his  elbow,  or 


f  The  faincj  35,  and  16. 
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to  fall  afleep.  This,  I  fear,  fhews 
our  bards  were  a^very  importun- 
ing race,  and  required  a  check  ; 
yet  Hill  they  were  in  high  eftima- 
tion.  Their  Qiverthy  or  compen- 
fation  for  their  life,  was  rated  at 
cxxvi  cows  *,  and  any  injury  done 
them,  at  vi  cows  and  cxx  pence. 

The  Merch-Gobr  of  his  daugh- 
ter, or  marriage  fine  of  his  daugh- 
ter, was  cxx  pence.  Her  coivj/l, 
argyjffi-eu,  or  nuptial  prefents,  was 
thirty  (hillings ;  and  her  portion 
tiiree  pounds  f.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  the  Pencerdd  Gwlad, 
or  chief  of  the  faculty,  was  en- 
titled to  the  merch-gobr,  or  amobr 
for  the  daughters  of  all  the  in- 
feriors of  the  faculty  within  the 
dillrift,  who  payed  xxiv  pence  on 
their  marriage  ;  which  not  only 
fhews  the  antiquity,  but  the  great 
authority  of  thefe  people. 

The  Pencerdd  was  not  among 
the  X  officers  of  the  court :  but 
occafionally  fat  in  the  tenth  place. 
He  alfo  had  his  land  i):t^;  was  to 
perform  much  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  court  bard,  whom  he  feems 
to  have  taken  place  of,  whenever 
lie  attended ;  for,  when  the  Pen- 
cerdd was  prefent,  the  former  fat 
only  in  the  twelfth  feat.  No  other 
was  to  play  without  licenfe  from 
him.  His  death  was  valued  at 
cxxvi  cows;  and  any  injury  done 
him,  at  vi  cows,  and  cxx  pence. 
Each  of  the  chief  muficians  was  to 
receive  from  their  lord,  the  firll, 
a  harp;  the  fecond,  a  crivth; 
the  third,  a  pipe;  which,  on  their 
deaths,  were  to  revert  to  the  lord  ||. 

The  prince's  harp  was  valued  at 
cxx  pence,  and  that  of  Pencerdd  at 
the  fame;  the  key  at  xxiv  pence; 

•  Leges  Walllcae,  37,  f  Ibid. 

Wallicse,  68. 
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a  gentleman's  harp  was    eftimated 
at   Ix  pence. 

A  commifHon  for  holding  an 
EijleddJ'od  at  Caernxiys,  in  1568,  is 
dill  in  poireflion  of  Sir  Roger  Mof- 
tyn,  together  with  the  fiiver  harp; 
which  had  from  time  immemo- 
rial been  in  the  gift  of  his  an- 
ceftors,  to  bcftow  on  the  chief  cf 
the  faculty.  This  badge  of  honour 
is  about  five  or  fix  inches  long, 
and  furnillied  with  ftrings  equal 
to  the  number  of  the  mufes.  The 
commiffion  is  the  laft  of  the  kind 
which  was  granted  ;  and  is  in  form 
following : 

By  the   Qjj  e  re  E. 

Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  of  England,  Fraunce^  and 
Ireland  Quene,  defendor  of  the 
fayth,  l^c.  to  our  truftie  and  ryght 
wel  beloved  S'  Richard  Bulkley 
knight.  Sir  Rees  Gruffith  knight, 
Ellice  Price  efquio'',  Do^or  in  cyviil 
lawe,  and  one  of  our  counfail  in 
in  our  marches  of  Wales,  William 
Mojiyn,  Je^uan  Lloyd  of  Tale,  JFn 
Siilujhury  of  Ruge,  Rees  TbomoSy 
Maurice  Wynne,  WVl'm  Levjis,  Peres 
Mofyn,  Ovjen  fhn  ap  HoU  Vaughan, 
John  Will  m  ap  fohn,  fchn  Le^wis 
Q-men,  Moris  Griiffyth,  Symound 
Thel'vall,  Ellice  ap  Wm  Lloyd,  Rebt 
Pulcflon,  Harry  Aparry,  William 
Glynne,  and  Rees  Hughes,  efquio'^, 
and  to  every  of  them,  greating. 
Wheras  it  is  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Lordc  Prefident  and 
other  o""  faid  counfail  in  o''  marches 
of  Wales,  that  vagraunt  and  idle 
pfous,  naming  themfelfs  mynftrells, 
rithmors,  and  barthes,  are  lately 
growen  into  fuch  an  intolletable 


X  Ibid.  68. 
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multitude  w'Mn  the  principalitee 
of  Northivales,  that  not  only  gen- 
tlemen and  others,  by  theire  fhame- 
les  diforders,  are  oftentimes  dif- 
quieted  in  theire  habitac'ons ;  but 
alfo  thexpert  mynibells  and  rau- 
cifions  in  tonne  and  contry  ther- 
by  much  difcouraged  to  travail  in 
thexercife  and  pradlize  of  theire 
knowledge  ;  and  alfo  not  a  litle 
hyndred  in  theire  lyvings  and 
pferm^*.  The  reform ac~on  vvher- 
of,  and  the  putting  of  thefe  peo- 
ple in  ord'',  the  faid  Lorde  Prefi- 
dent  &  counfail  have  thought  verey 
ncceffarye,  and  knowing  you  to 
be  men  both  of  wyfdome  and 
upright  dealing,  and  alfo  of  expe- 
rience and  good  knowledge  in  the 
fcyence,  have  apointed  and  au- 
thorized you  to  be  comiffioners 
for  that  purpofe.  And  foralmuch 
as  o'  faid  counfail  of  late,  tra- 
vayling  in  forae  pte  of  the  faid 
principalitee,  had  pfedl  under- 
ftanding  or  credible  report,  that 
thaccultomed  place  for  tliexcu- 
c'cn  of  the  like  comilTyon,  hath 
bene  hertofore  at  Curoyes  in  our 
countie  of  Fflynt ;  and  that  JVil- 
Ilam  Mojiyn  efquio"",  and  his  an- 
cefl"  have  had  the  gyfte  and  be- 
ftowing  of  the  fylver  harpe  app- 
tayning  to  the  chefr  of  that  facul- 
tie,  and  that  a  yeares  warning  at 
the  leaft  hath  been  accuftoined  to 
be  geaven  of  thaflembly  and  exe- 
cuc  on  of  the  like  conimiiTyon. 
Our  faid  counfail  have,  therfore, 
apoynted  thexecuc^on  of  this  com- 
miflyon  to  be  at  the  faid  towne 
of  Caroyes,  the  Monday  next  ah'' 
the  feall  of  the  blefied  Trynitee, 
vv'^''  {hall  be  in  the  yeare  of  o'' 
Lorde  God  i  56^. 

And  thertore  we  require  and 
comand  you,  by  the  aucthoritee 
of  thsfe  pfent-6,  not  only  to  caufe 


open  pclamac~ons  to  be  made  in 
all  iFayo",  m''ketts,  townes,  and 
other  places  of  aflembly  w^'^in 
our  counties  of  Avglize,  Carn''voTi, 
Meyryo7ineth,  Denbigh,  and  Fflynt, 
that  all  and  ev''>'  pfon  and  pfons 
that  entend  to  maynteigne  theire 
lyvings  by  name  or  color  of  myn- 
ftrells,  rithm'rs,  or  barthes,  wthin 
the  Talaith  of  Aherfioive,  com- 
phending  the  faid  fyve  (hires,  fhal 
be  and  appeare  before  you  the  faid 
daye  and  place,  to  (hewe  theire 
learnings  accordingly :  but  alfo  that 
you,  xx"^,  xix'^",  xviii"^",  xvii"^", 
xvi^",  xv^",  xiiii^",  xiii"-'",  xli°, 
xi",  x*^",  ix,  viii,  vii,  or  vi  of 
you,  whereof  voue,  S""  Richard 
Bulkley,  S^  Rees  Gruffith,  Ellice 
Pries,  and  IVm  Moftyn,  Efquio", 
or  iii=^  or  ii  of  you,  to  be  of  the 
nomb'"  to  repayre  to  the  faid  place 
the  daye  aforfaid,  and  calling  to 
you  fuch  expert  men  in  the  faid 
facultleof  the  TVcIJhe  mufick,  as  to 
you  fhall  be  thought  convenient 
to  pceade  to  thexecuc~on  of  the 
pmifs%  and  to  admytt  fuch  and  fo 
many  as  by  your  wifdomes  and 
knowledges  yoa  fhall  fynde  wor- 
thy into  and  und""  the  degrees 
heretofore  in  femblable  fort,  to 
ufe  exercife  and  folovve  the  fcyen- 
ces  and  facultes  of  theire  pfef 
fyons  in  fuch  decent  ord''  as  (hall 
apptaigne  to  eche  of  theire  de- 
grees, and  as  yc""  difcrec'ons  and 
wifdomes  {hall  pfcribe  unto  them, 
geaving  ftraight  monyc  ons  and 
comaundm'  in  o''  name  and  on  o'' 
behalf  to  the  reft  not  worthy  that 
they  returhe  to  feme  honefl:  labo'' 
and  due  exercife,  fuch  as  they  be 
mod:  apte  unto  for  mayntenaunce 
of  their  lyvings,  upon  paine  to  be 
taken  as  {lurdy  and  idle  vaca- 
boundes,  and  to  be  ufed  according 
to  the  lawes  and  flatutes  pvided  in 
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that  behalf,  letting  you  wyth  o'' 
faid  counfaill  look  for  advertircm' 
by  due  certificate  at  ycur  har.des 
of  yo""  doings  in  thexecuc'on  of 
the  faid  pmifs^  For  feeing  in 
any  wife  that  upon  the  faid  af- 
fembly  the  peas  and  good  order 
be  obferved  and  kept  accordingly, 
aflercayning  you  that  the  laid 
Wilh  Mojfjn  hath  pmiCed  to  fee 
furnyture  and  things  neceiTary 
pvided  for  that  affembly  at  the 
place  aforfaid.  Geven  under  o'' 
fignet  at  o""  citie  of  Chcfter  the 
xxiii'"^  of  O^iober,  the  nynth  yeare 
of  o""  raigne. 

Signed  her  Hignes  counfaill, 
in  the  m''ches  of  Wales. 

In  confequence,  an  EifttdJfod 
was  held  on  the  26th  of  May  fol- 
lowing :  and  on  this  occafion  fifty- 
five  perfons  received  their  degrees. 

Four  were  created  chief  bards  of 
vocal  fong. 

Seven primary  ftudcnts  of  vo- 
cal fong. 

Three fecondary  ftudents  of 

vocal  fong;. 

Three probationary    ftudents 

of  vocal  fong. 

Instrumental  Music. 
Harp. 

Three  were  created  chief  bards  and 
teachers  of  inftrumental  fong. 

Five  chief    bards     (bat    not 

teachers)   of  inftrumental  fong. 

Four primary  ftudents  of  in- 
ftrumental long. 

Five fecondarv  dirto. 

Three probationary    ftudents 

of  inftrumental  fong. 

C  R  w  T  H . 

Two  were  created  chief  bards  and 
teachers  of  inftrumental  fong. 

Four  chief   bards    (but    not 

teachers)  of  inftrumental  fong. 


One  primary  ftudent  of  in- 

frruinef!tal  fong. 
Seitn  fecondary   ftudents  of 

inftrumental  fong. 
Four  probationary  ftudents  of 

inftrumental  fong. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  play- 
ers on  crwths  with  three  ftrings, 
laborers,  and  pipers,  were  reckon- 
ed among  the  ignoble  performers : 
they  were  not  allowed  to  fit  down, 
and  had  only  a  penny  for  their 
pains. 

The  different  degrees  were  com- 
prehended In  this  lift.  There  v/ere 
four  in  the  poetical,  and  five  in 
the  raufical  faculty.  The  loweft, 
or  more  properly  what  fhould  be 
called  a  candidate  or  probationer, 
wzs  T  Dyfcybl  Tfpds,  or  the  laweji 
difciple,  who  was  obliged  (If  a  can- 
didate for  poetry)  to  underftand 
the  contradlion  of  five  fpecies  of 
EngJyns,  and  to  compofe  them  be- 
fore a  Pencerdd,  who  was  to  de- 
clare upon  his  confcience,  that  he 
was  endowed  with  a  true  poetical 
genius.   After  this  he  commenced 

Dyfcybl  Dyfcyblaidd,  Difdpulus 
difciplhialilis :  here  he  becomes  a 
graduate  ;  but  muft  underftand 
twelve  of  our  different  metres,  and 
produce  fpecimens  of  each  of  his 
own  compofition ;  and  if  in  three 
years  time  he  does  not,  by  his  me- 
rit, acquire  the  next  degree,  he  is 
degraded  from  this.  If  he  fuc- 
ceeds,  he  then  proceeds  to  the  de- 
gree of 

Dyfcybl  Penceirddiaidd,  or  can- 
didate for  degree  ci Pencerdd,  when 
he  muft  underftand  the  propriety 
of  cxpreflions,  and  the  different 
metres,  and  compofe  in  tweniy- 
one  fpecits  ;  and  if  in  three  years 
he  does  not  attain  by  his  own  me- 
rit to  the  next  degree,  he  falls 
back  into  that  of  Dyfcybl-  dyfcy- 
blaidd; othervvife  he  becomes  a 

Fenbardd 
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Penbardd  or  Pencerdd,  chief  of 
the  faculty  he  was  candidate  in  ; 
when  it  is  necellary  he  fhould  be 
accomplifhed  in  every  branch  of 
his  art.  He  then  receivi^d  the 
badge  of  the  filver  harp ;  or  that 
of  a  golden  or  filver  chain,  which 
he  wore  upon  his  fhoulder.  He 
alfo  was  placed  with  much  cere- 
inony  on  a  magnificent  chair,  part 
of  the  _/}^rK)'/»r^  mentioned  in  the 
patent ;  was  there  inverted  with 
his  degree;  and  then  acquired  the 
honourable  name  of  Cadeirfardd, 
or  Bardd  cadeirit^^vg. 

In  inflrumental  mufic  there  were 
five  degrees  ;  which  differ  nothing 
from  thofe  in  the  other  faculty, 
except  in  the  two  loweft :  i .  the 
Dyfcybl y/pas  heb  radd,  or  without 
a  degree;  2.  Dyfcybl  y/pas  grad- 
da^rjl,  or  graduated;  3.  Dyfcybl 
dyfcyblaidd ;  4.  Dyfcybl  penceird- 
diaidd;  5.  Pencerdd.  Thefe,  like 
the  others,  were  to  be  attained  by 
their  refpeftive  merits  in  the 
fcience  ;  but  as  their  qualifications 
are  exprefTed  in  technical  terms  of 
Britip  mufic,  it  is  pafl  my  fkill  to 
give  an  explanation.  None  but 
a  Pencerdd  fhould  prefume  to  be- 
come an  inftrudor.  The  chief  of 
our  days,  is  that  uncommon  ge- 
nius, the  blind  Mr.  John  Parry  of 
Pv.hiwabon,  who  has  had  the  king- 
dom for  his  Cylch  clera,  or  mufical 
circuit,  and  remains  unrivalled. 

Our  Pencerdds  thus  qualified, 
were  licenfed  to  fing,  or  to  per- 
form under  certain  reilriftions.  By 
the  law  of  our  princes,  particular 
regard  was   paid  to  their  morals : 

*  They  were  to  be  no  make-bates, 

*  no    vagabonds,    no    ale  -  houfe 
«  haunters,     no     drunkards,      no 

*  brawllers,  no  whore-hunters,  no 
'  iheev.es,  nor  companions  of  fuch; 


*  in  which  things,  if  they  offend, 
'  everie   man,    by   the   itatute,    is 

*  made  an  officer,  and  authorized 

*  to  arr^ll  and  pua;Oi  them  ;  yea, 
'  and  to  take   from  the  in   ail  that 

*  they  have  about  them*.' 

They  were  prohibited  from  ut- 
tering any  fcandalous  words  in 
fpeech  or  whifcers  ;  detratlion, 
mocking,  fcoffing,  inventing  lies, 
or  repeating  them  after  others, 
under  pain  of  fine  and  imprifon- 
ment :  nor  were  they  to  make  a 
fong  of  any  perfcn  without  his 
coiifent  ;  nor  to  enter  any  man's 
houfe  without  formal  leave  firfl 
obtained. 

Every  Penbardd  and  Pencerdd 
was  allowed  to  take  in  difciples 
for  a  certain  fpace  of  time,  but 
not  above  one  at  a  time.  A  difci- 
ple  was  not  qualified  to  make  ano- 
ther. Each  was  to  be  with  his- 
teacher  during  Lent,  unlefs  pre- 
vented by  ficknefs  or  imprifon- 
ment,  under  pain  of  lofmg  his  de- 
gree. He  was  obliged  to  fhew 
every  compofition  to  his  teacher 
before  it  was  publicly  fung.  They 
v/ere  not  to  follow  the  praftice  of 
ckr y  dom,  i.  e.  dunghill  bards  and 
muficians,  or  any  other  fpecies  of 
vagabond  minflrels.  They  were 
enjoined  a  month  before  each  feili- 
val,  to  fettle  their  routs  with' their 
refpefrive  teachers,  leall;  too  many 
of  them  fhould  crowd  to  the  fame 
places  ;  only  one  being  allowed 
to  go  to  a  perfon  who  paid  ten 
pounds  a  year  rent;  and  two  to 
fuch  who  payed  twenty  pounds, 
and  fo  on  in  proportion  to  thofe 
of  higher  rank  :  and  every  teacher 
was  obliged  to  keep  a  copy  of  thefe 
rule?,  to  fhew  and  inculcate  to  his 
pupils  in  time  of  Lent,  when  they 
came  for  their  inftruftions. 


•  Powel,  192. 
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weddings ;  and  upon  their  cy!c/j 
clera,  which  was  permitted  only 
once  in  three  years.  But  befides 
thefe  fees,  in  order  to  encourage 
the  der-Tvyr  to  keep  up  the  language 
and  the  memory  of  the  exploits 
and  pedigrees  of  the  Britons,  they 
were  allowed  a  penny  out  of  every 
ploughland,  and  ^  halfpenny  out 
of  every  half  ploughland  of  their 
diftria. 

The  Penhardd  and  Pencerdd,  in 
their  circuits,  frequented  only  the 
houfes  of  the  gentry  ;  but  if  he 
degraded  himfelf  by  vifiting  the 
commonalty,  he  was  only  to  ex- 
peft  the  fee  of  a  corr.mon  cler^jjr, 
whofe  province  it  was  to  vifit  the 
plebeian  houfes.  The  following 
were  the  perfons  who  were  alloted 
to  entertain  the  vulgar  ears. 

A  perfon  labouring  under  any 
infirmity;  fuch  as  blindnefs,  lame- 
nefs,  ^c.  a  dyfcybl  y/pas,  a  dyfcybl 
dyfcyblaidd,  and  dyj'cybl  penceird- 
diaidd.  The  firft  regulation  was 
founded  on  humanity. 

No  public  feftivity,  great  feaft> 
or  wedding  could  be  duly  folem- 
nized  without  the  prefence  of  the 
bards  and  minftrels.  A  glorious 
emulation  arofe  among  them;  and 
had  no  more  ;  only  the  mafter  of  prizes  were  beftowed  on  the  mofl 
the    houfe    ufually   prefented   him     worthy.     In  1176,  the  Lord  i?/^j 


No  perfon  was  to  mimic,  mock, 
or  feoff  at  the  a^wenyddion  on  ac- 
count of  their  mental  abfence,  or 
when  they  had  on  them  the  a^'en 
or  poeticus  furor  ;  from  an  opinion 
that  no  bard,  duly  authorized, 
could  ever  meditate  on  improper 
fubjedts. 

To  whatfoever  houfe  they  came 
in  the  time  of  wakes,  they  mufl: 
remain  there  while  the  feafting 
lafted  ;  unlefs  they  had  leave  from 
the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  or  were 
invited  by  another.  If  they  wan- 
dered from  houfe  to  houfe,  they 
were  to  be  apprehended  as  ftrollers 
and  vagabonds,  and  to  be  depriv- 
ed of  their  chra* ,  which  was  for- 
feited to  the  ufe  of  the  church.  If 
they  got  intoxicated,  they  forfeit- 
ed their  reward  :  but  if  they  vio- 
lated the  chaftity  of  wife  or  maid, 
they  were  fined  and  imprifoned, 
and  loft  their  clera  for  feven  years. 

Their  fees  or  rewards  were 
regulated.  A  dyfcybl  dyfcyblaidd 
v/as  entitled  to  3J.  4</.  for  his 
convydd. 

A  dyfcybl  penceirddiaidd,  re- 
ceived for  the  fame  fpecies  of  com- 
pofition  6  J.  (^d. 

His    teacher,    or    the    Pencerdd, 


with  a  garment,  or  fome  other 
mark  of  favour. 

The  minftrels  received  thefe  re- 
wards ;  a  dyfcybl  yfpas  gradda^vl 
had  only  \s.  upon  each  of  the 
great  feftivals. 

A  dyfcyble  dyfcyblaiddy  at  the 
fame  feafons  zs,  and  a  dyfcybl  pen- 
ceirddiaidd 3  J.   ji^d. 

A  pencerdd  the  fame,  befides  a 
voluntary  gratuity.  He  was  alfo 
entitled  to  fees  at  royal  and  other 


Prince  of  South  Wales,  made  a 
great  feaft  f  at  Chrijimas,  on  ac- 
count of  the  finiftiing  his  new  caf- 
tle  at  Aberteifi ;  of  which  he  pro- 
claimed notice  through  all  Britain 
a  year  and  a  day  before  ;  great 
was  the  refort  of  ftrangers,  who 
were  nobly  entertained  j  fo  that 
none  departed  unfatisfied.  Among 
deeds  of  arms,  and  variety  oi  fpec- 
tacles,  P<.hy«  invited  all  the  bards 
of  Wales,  and  provided  chairs  for 


*  Or  their  pay.     Sometimes  it  fignifies  the  aft  of  their  perambulation. 
-f  PoweJ.  25^7. 
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them,  which  were  placed'  in  his 
hall,  where  they  fat  and  difputed, 
and  fang,  to  fhew  their  Ikill  in 
their  relpeftive  faculties,  and  be- 
ftowed  great  rewards,  and  rich 
gifts  on  the  vigors.  The  bards 
of  North  Wales  won  the  prizes  ; 
but  the  minftrelb  of  Rhys'i  houfe- 
hold,  excelled  in  their  faculty. 
On  this  occalion  the  Branvd-cvr 
Llys,  or  judge  cf  the  court,  and  of- 
ficer fiftti  in  rank,  declared  alond 
the  vidor,  and  received  from  the 
bard,  for  his  fee,  a  mighty  drink- 
ing-horn, made  of  the  horn  of  an 
ox  ;  a  golden  ring,  and  the  cuihion 
on  which  he  fat  in  his  chair  of 
dignity*. 

The  bards  of  thofe  times  often 
accompanied  their  voices  with  the 
harp,  as  they  were  wont  of  old, 
in  the  manner  defcribed  by  Am- 
miatius  Marcellinus  ■\ ,  There  was 
alfo  another  fpecies  of  mufician, 
of  an  inferior  kind,  called  Datcei- 
niad,  who  accompanied  the  muli- 
cal  inffuments  of  others  with  his 
fong.  He  was  inferior  to  both 
bard  and  minftrel ;  yet  it  was  re- 
quilite  he  fhould  be  poireffed  of  a 
confiderable  degree  of  knowledge 
ill  both  fciences :  he  ought  to  be 
able  to  tune  the  harp  and  cr^wth  : 
to  fhew  his  flcill  in  playing  feve- 
r£il  notes  and  keys,  and  to  be  per-- 
fedly  converfant  in  what  are  called 
the  twenty-four  meafures  of  in- 
Urumental  fong  ;  and  to  be  able 
to  ling  with  judgment  and  melo- 
dy. He  was  likewife  to  be  mailer 
of  reading  julUy,  and  writing  cor- 
redlly.  He  was  not  only  to  un- 
derftand  the  twenty-four  modes  of 
metrical  compofitions ;  but  to  ex- 
hibit fpecimens  of  his  own,  atleall 
m  three  of  them ;  and  if  he  met 


with  any  old  fong  faultily  tran- 
fcribed,  he  was  to  redlify  it.  He 
was  alfo  to  carry  with  him  a  harp 
or  cr^wth  in  a  white  cafe.  He  was 
further  required,  not  only  to  be 
a  ready  waiter  at  table,  but  to  be 
an  expert  carver  of  every  fpecies 
of  fowl.  At  the  weddings  of  any 
of  the  royal  family,  his  ofiice  was 
to  wait  on  the  bride. 

On  thofe  occafions,  I  am  re- 
minded of  another  cuftom  in  which 
the  bards  were  concerned.  After 
tbeir  nuptial  feafl,  a  Pencerdd 
was  conftituted  Cyff  Cler,  or  pil- 
lar of  the  cler,  and  feated  in  a 
chair  furrounded  by  the  other 
bards  Handing,  who  made  him  the 
fubjedl  of  their  merry  and  ludicrous 
compofitions,  to  raiie  mirth  in  the 
company.  He  was  that  day  to 
make  no  reply ;  but  on  the  next, 
he  was  to  divert  the  hall  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  inferior  bards ;  and 
was  alfo  to  compofe  a  poem  upon 
a  fubjedl  given  him  fuitable  to  his 
dignity. 

The  moll  inferior  of  the  mufical 
tribe  was  fometimes  admitted. 
This  was  the  Datceiniad penpajlnvti, 
or  he  that  fung  to  the  found  of  his 
club  ;  being  ignorant  of  every 
other  kind  of  inftrument.  When 
he  was  permitted  to  be  introduced, 
he  was  obliged  to  fland  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  hall,  and  fmg  his  co^ojydd, 
or  a-jjdl,  beating  time,  and  play- 
ing the  fymphony  with  \i\s  pajiivn 
or  club ;  but  if  there  was  a  pro- 
fefibr  of  mullc  prefent,  his  leave 
inuil  be  firft  obtained  before  he 
prefumed  to  entertain  the  com- 
pany with  this  fpecies  of  melody. 
Wherever  he  came  he  muft  aft  as 
a  menial  fervant  to  the  bard  or 
mulician. 


•  Leges  Wallics,  2S, 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


On  Gitiius  and  Tafte.      From  Rey- 
nolds'/ Academical  Difcourfes. 

'T  has  been  the  fate  of  arts  to 
_  be  enveloped  in  myfterious  and 
incomprehenfible  language,  as  if 
it  was  thought  neceflary  that  even 
the  terms  fliould  correfpond  to  the 
idea  entertained  of  the  inftability 
and  uncertainty  of  the  rules  which 
they  exprefled. 

To  fpeak  of  genius  and  tafle,  as 
any  way  connefted  with  reafon  or 
common  fenfe,  would  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  fome  towering  talkers, 
to  fpeak  like  a  man  who  pofTefied 
neither,  who  had  never  felt  that 
enthufiafm,  or,  to  ufe  their  own 
inflated  language,  was  never  warm- 
ed by  that  Promethean  fire,  which 
animates  the  canvas  and  vivifies 
the  marble. 

If,  in  order  to  be  intelligible,  I 
appear  to  degrade  art  by  bringing 
her  down  from  her  vifionary  fuua- 
tion  in  the  clouds,  it  is  only  to 
give  her  a  more  folid  manfion  upon 
the  earth.  It  is  neceffary  that  at 
fome  time  or  other  we  (hould  fee 
things  as  they  really  are,  and  not 
impofe  on  ourfelves  by  that  falfe 
magnitude  with  which  objefls  ap- 
pear when  viewed  indiitinftly  as 
through  a  mill. 

We  will  allow  a  poet  to  exprefs 
his  meaning,  when  his  meaning 
is  not  well  known  to  himfelf,  with 


a  certain  degree  of  obfcurity,  as  It 
is  one  fource  of  the  fublime.  But 
when,  in  plain  profe,  v/e  gravely 
talk  of  courting  the  mufe  in  fhady 
bowers  ;  waiting  the  call  and  in- 
fpiration  of  Genius,  finding  out 
where  he  inhabits,  and  where  he 
is  to  be  invoked  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs  ;  of  attending  to  times  and 
feafons  when  the  imagination 
fhoots  with  the  greateft  vigour, 
whether  at  the  fummer  folftice  or 
the  equinox;  fagacioufiy  obferving 
how  much  the  wild  freedom  and 
liberty  of  imagination  is  cramped 
by  attention  to  eftabllfhed  rules ; 
and  how  this  fame  imagination  be- 
gins to  grow  dim  in  advanced  age, 
fmothered  and  deadened  by  too 
much  judgment.  When  we  talk 
fuch  language,  or  entertain  fuch 
fentiments  as  thefe,  we  generally 
reft  contented  with  mere  words,  or 
at  beft  entertain  notions  not  only 
groundlefs,  but  pernicious. 

If  all  this  means  what  it  is  very 
pofiible  was  originally  intended 
only  to  be  meant,  that  in  order  to 
cultivate  an  art,  a  man  fccludes 
himfelf  from  the  commerce  of  the 
world,  and  retires  into  the  country 
at  particular  feafons  ;  or  that  at 
one  time  of  the  year  his  body  is  in 
better  health,  and  confequently 
his  mind  fitter  for  the  bufincfs  of 
hard  thinking  than  at  another 
time  ;  or  that  the  mind   may  be 
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fatigued  and  grow  confufed  by 
long  and  uni-eniitted  application  ; 
this  I  can  underltand.  I  can  like- 
wife  believe,  that  a  man  eminen!: 
when  young  for  poffeffing  poetical 
imagination,  may,  from  having 
taken  another  road,  fo  negleft 
its  cultivation,  as  to  (hew  lefs  of 
its  powers  in  his  latter  life.  But 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  fcarce  a  poet 
is  to  be  found,  from  Homer  down 
to  Dryden,  who  preferved  a  found 
mind  in  a  found  body,  and  conti- 
nued praOifing  his  profeffion  to  the 
very  laft,  vvhofe  later  works  are 
not  as  replete  with  the  fire  of  ima- 
gination, as  thofe  which  were  pro- 
duced in  his  more  youthful  days. 

To  urderftand  literally  thefe 
iTJetaphcrs  or  ideas  expieffed  in 
poetical  language,  feems  to  be 
equally  abfurd  as  to  conclude,  that 
becaufe  painters  fometimes  repre- 
fent  poets  writing  from  the  diftates 
of  a  little  winged  boy  or  genius, 
that  this  fame  genius  did  really  in- 
form him  in  a  v/hifper  what  he  was 
to  write  ;  and  that  he  is  himfelf 
but  a  mere  machine,  uncor.fcious 
of  the  operations  of  his  own  mind. 

Opinions  generally  received  and 
floating  in  the  world,  whether  true 
or  falfe,  we  naturally  adopt  and 
make  our  own  ;  they  may  be  con» 
lidered  as  a  kind  of  inheritance  to 
which  we  fuccced  and  are  tenants 
for  life,  and  v/hich  we  leave  to  our 
polleiicy  very  near  in  the  condition 
in  which  we  received  it ;  not  much 
being  in  any  one  man's  power  ei- 
ther to  impair  or  improve  it. 

The  greateil;  part  of  thefe  opi- 
nions, like  current  coin  in  its  cir- 
culation, we  are  obliged  to  take 
without  weighing  nr  examining  ; 
but  by  thif^  inevitable  inattention, 
many  adulterated  pieces  are  re- 
ceived, which,  when  we  feriouuy 
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el'dmate  our  wealth,  we  mud 
throw  away.  So  the  colledlor  of 
popular  opinions,  Vv'hen  he  embo- 
dies his  knowledge,  and  forms  a 
fyllem,  muft  fepa'ate  thofe  which 
are  true  from  thofe  which  are  only 
plaufible.  But  it  becomes  more 
peculiarly  a  duty  to  the  profeflbrs 
of  art  not  to  let  any  opinions  rela- 
ting to  that  art  pafs  unexamined. 
The  caution  and  circumfpeftion 
required  in  fuch  exam.ination  we 
ftiall  prefently  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining. 

Genius  and  tafle,  in  their  com- 
mon acceptation,  appear  to  be  very 
nearly  related  ;  the  difference  lies 
only  in  this,  that  genius  has  fuper- 
added  to  it  a  habit  or  pov/er  of  exe- 
cution. Or  we  may  fay,  that 
tafte,  when  this  power  is  added, 
changes  its  name,  and  is  called 
genius.  They  both,  in  the  popu- 
lar opinion,  pretend  to  an  entire 
exemption  from  the  reftraint  of 
rules.  It  is  fuppofed  that  their  . 
powers  are  intuitive ;  that  under 
the  name  of  genius  great  works 
are  produced,  and  under  the  name 
of  talle  an  exad  j  udgmen  t  is  given , 
without  our  knowing  why,  and 
without  being  under  the  leaft  ob- 
ligation to  reafon,  precept,  or  ex- 
perience. 

Onecan  fcarce flate thefe  opinions 
without  expofing  their  abfurdity  ;• 
yet  they  are  conftantly  in  the 
mouths  of  men,  and  particularly 
of  artifls.  They  who  have  thought 
ferioiiily  on_  this  fubjedl,  do  not 
carry  the  point  fo  far  ;  yet  I  am 
periunded,  that  even  among  thofe 
few  who  may  be  called  thinkers, 
the  prevalent  opinion  gives  lefs 
than  it  ought  to  the  powers  of 
reafon  ;  and  confiders  the  princi- 
ples of  tafte,  which  give  all  theii* 
authority  to  the  rules  of  art,  as 

more 
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more  flu£tuating,  and  as  having 
lefs  folid  foundations,  than  we 
fhall  find,  upon  examination,  they 
really  have. 

The  common  faying,  that  tajles 
are  not  te  be  difputed,  owes  its  influ- 
ence, and  its  general  reception,  to 
the  fame  error  which  leads  us  to 
imagine  it  of  too  high  original  to 
fabmit  to  the  authority  of  an 
earthly  tribunal.  It  will  lii^ewife 
correfpond  with  the  notions  of  thofe 
v/ho  confider  it  as  a  mere  phantom 
of  the  imagination,  fo  devoid  of 
fubftance  as  to  elude  all  criticlfm. 

We  often  appear  to  difter  in  fen- 
timents  from  each  other,  merely 
from  the  inaccuracy  of  terms,  as 
we  are  not  obliged  to  fpeak  always 
with  critical  exacliiefs.  Something 
of  this  too  may  arife  from  want  of 
words  in  the  language  to  exprefs 
the  more  nice  difcriminations 
which  a  deep  inveftigation  difco- 
vers.  A  great  deal  however  of 
this  difference  vaniflies,  when  each 
opinion  is  tolerably  explained  and 
underftood  by  conitancy  and  pre- 
cilion  in  the  ufe  of  terms. 

We  apply  the  term  tafie  to  that 
act  of  the  mind  by  which  we  like  or 
diflike,  whatever  be  the  fubjeft. 
Our  judgement  upon  an  airy  no- 
thing, a  fancy  which  has  no  foun- 
dation, is  called  by  the  fame  name 
which  we  give  to  our  determination 
concerning  thofe  truths  which  refer 
to  the  nioft  general  and  moft  unal- 
terable principlesof  human  nature, 
to  works  which  are  only  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  greaceil  efforts  of  the 
human  underltanding.  However 
inconvenient  this  may  be,  we  are 
obliged  to  take  words  as  we  find 
them  ;  all  we  can  do  is  to  dillin- 
guifh  the  things  to  which  they  are 
applied. 


We  may  let  pafs  thofe  things 
which  are  at  once  fiibjedls  of 
tafle  and  fenfe,  and  which  having 
as  much  certainty  as  the  fenfes 
themfelves,  give  no  ocfcafion  to  en- 
quiry or  difpute.  The  natural 
appetite,  or  tafte  of  the  human 
mind,  is  for  truth;  whether  that 
truth  refults  from  the  real  agree- 
ment or  equality  of  original  ideas 
among  themfelves ;  from  the  a- 
greemcnt  of  the  reprefentation  of 
any  objedt  with  the  thing  repre- 
fented ;  or  from  the  conefpon- 
dence  of  the  feveral  parts  of  any 
arrangement  with  each  other.  It  is 
the  very  fame  tafle  which  relillies 
a  demonilration  in  geometry,  that 
is  pleafcd  with  the  refemblance 
of  a  picture  to  an  original,  and 
touched  with  the  harmony  of  mu- 
fic. 

All  thefe  have  unalterable  and 
fixed  foundations  in  nature,  and 
are  therefore  equally  inveftigated 
bv  reafon,  and  known  by  ftudy  ; 
fome  with  more,  fome  with  lefs 
ciearnefs,  but  all  exactly  in  the 
fame  way.  A  pifture  that  is  un- 
like, is  falfe.  Difproportionate 
ordonnance  of  parts  is  not  right; 
becaufe  ic  cannot  be  true,  until  ic 
ceafes  to  be  a  contradi(ftion  to  af- 
fert,  that  the  parts  have  no  rela- 
tion to  the  whole.  Colouring  is 
true  where  it  is  naturally  adapted 
to  the  eye,  from  brightnefs,  from 
foftnefs,  from  harxr.ony,  from  re- 
femblance ;  becaufe  thefe  agree 
with  their  objeft  nature,  and  there- 
fore are  true  ;  as  true  as  mathe- 
matical denicnftration ;  but  known 
to  be  true  only  to  thofe  who  itudy 
thef;  things. 

But  behdes  real,  there  i?  alfo 
apparent  truth,  or  opinion,  or  pre- 
judice.    With  regard  to  real  truth, 
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when  it  is  known,  the  tafle  which 
conforms  to  it,  is,  and  muft  be, 
uniform.  With  regard  to  the  fe- 
cond  fort  of  truth,  which  may  be 
called  truth  upon  fuiFerance,  or 
truth  by  courtefy,  it  is  not  fixed,  but 
variable.  However,  whilft  thefe 
opinions  and  prejudices,  on  which 
it  is  founded,  continue,  they  ope- 
rate as  truth  j  and  the  ^rt,  whofe 
cfiice  it  is  to  pleafe  the  mind,  as 
well  as  inftrudt  it,  muft  diredl  itfelf 
according  to  opimcn,  or  it  will  not 
attain  its  end. 

In  proportion  as  thefe  prejudices 
are  known  to  be  generally  diffuf- 
ed,  or  long  received,  the  tafte 
which  con  forms  to  them  approaches 
nearer  to  cetainty,  and  to  a  fort  of 
refemblance  to  real  fcience,  even 
where  opinions  are  found  to  be  no 
better  than  prejudices.  And  fince 
they  deferve,  on  account  of  their 
duration  and  extent,  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  really  true,  they  becom.e 
capable  of  no  fmall  degree  of  ita- 
bility  and  determination  by  their 
permanent  and  uniform  nature. 

I  (hall  now  fay  fomething  on 
that  part  oi  iajle,  which,  as  I  have 
hinted  to  you  before,  does  not  be- 
long fo  much  to  the  external  form 
of  things,  but  is  addreffed  to  the 
mind,  and  depends  on  its  original 
frame,  or,  to  ufe  the  expreltion, 
the  organization  of  the  foul  ;  I 
mean  the  imagination  and  the  paf- 
fions.  The  principles  of  thefe  are 
are  as  invariable  as  the  former,  and 
are  to  be  known  and  reafoned  up- 
on in  the  fame  manner,  by  an  ap- 
peal to  common  fenfe  deciding 
upon  the  common  feelings  of  man- 
kind. This  fenfe,  and  thefe  feel- 
ings, appear  to  me  of  equal  au- 
thority, and  equally  conclufive. 


Now  this  appeal  implies  a  ge- 
neral uniformity  and  agreement  ia 
the  minds  of  men.  It  would  be 
elfe  an  idle  and  vain  endeavour  to 
eftabiilli  rules  of  art ;  it  would  be 
purfuing  a  phantom  to  attempt  to 
move  affeftions  with  which  we 
were  entirely  unacquainted.  We 
have  no  reafon  to  fufpeft  there  is 
a  greater  difference  between  our 
minds  than  between  our  forms,  of 
which,  though  there  are  no  two 
alike,  yet  there  is  a  general  fimi- 
litude  that  goes  through  the  whole 
race  of  mankind  ;  and  thofe  who 
have  cultivated  their  tafte  can  dif- 
tinguifli  what  is  beautiful  or  de- 
formed, or,  in  other  words,  what 
agrees  or  what  deviates  from  the 
general  idea  of  nature,  in  one  cafe, 
as  well  as  in  the  other. 

The  internal  fabric  of  our  mind, 
as  well  as  the  external  form  of  our 
bodies,  being  nearly  uniform  ;  ic 
feems  then  to  follow  of  courfe, 
that  as  the  imagination  is  incapa- 
ble of  producing  any  thing  origi- 
nally of  itfelf,  and  can  only  vary 
and  combine  thefe  ideas  with  which 
it  is  furnifhed  by  means  of  the 
fenfes,  there  \\\\\  be  of  courfe  an 
agreement  in  the  imaginations  a? 
in  the  fen fes  of  men.  There  being 
this  agreement,  it  follows,  that  in 
all  cafes,  in  our  lighteft  amufe- 
ments,  as  well  as  in  our  moft  feri- 
ous  aftions  and  engagements  of 
life,  we  muft  regulate  our  aftec- 
tions  of  every  kind  by  that  of 
others.  The  well-difciplined  mind 
acknowledges  this  authority,  and 
fubmits  its  own  opinion  to  the  pub- 
lic voice. 

It  is  from  knowing  what  are  the 

general    feelings    and    paftlons    of 

mankind,  that  we  acquire  a  true 

idea    of    what    imagination     is  5 

though 
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This  fubmiflion  to  others  is  a 
deference  v/hich  we  owe,  and  in- 
deed are  farced  involuntarily  to 
pay.  In  h&,  we  are  never  fatis- 
fied  with  our  opinions  till  they  are 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  fuf- 
frages  of  the  reft  of  mankind.  We 
difpute  and  wrangle  for  ever  ;  we 
endeavour  to  get  men  to  come  to 
us,  when  we  do  not  go  to  them. 

He  therefore  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  works  which  havepleafed 
different  ages  and  different  coun- 
tries, and  has  formed  his  opinion 
on  them,  has  more  materials,  and 
more  means  of  knowing  what  is 
analogous  to  the  mind  of  man, 
than  Jie  who  is  converfant  only 
with  the  works  of  his  own  age  or 
country.  What  has  pleafed,  and 
continues  to  pleafe,  is  likely  to 
pleafe  again  :  hence  are  derived 
the  rules  of  art,  and  on  this  im- 
movable foundation  they  mull  ever 
(land. 

This  fearch  and  lludy  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  mind  ought  not  to 
be  confined  to  one  art  only.  It  is  by 
the  analogy  that  one  art  bears  to 
another,  that  many  things  are  af- 
cercaincd,  which  cither  were  but 
faintly  feen,  or,  perhaps,  would 
not  have  been  difcovered  at  all, 
if  the  inventor  had  not  received 
the  firft  hints  from  the  praflices  of 
a  fifler  art  on  a  fimilar  occafion*. 
The  frequent  ailufions  which  every 
man  who  treats  of  any  art  is  oblig- 
ed to  draw  from  others  in  order  to 
illuftrate  and  confirm  his  princi- 
ples, fi'.fficiently  fhew  their  near 
connedion  and  infeparable  rela- 
tion. 


though  it  appears  as  if  we  had  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  confult  our  own 
particular  fenfations,  and  thefe 
were  fuflicient  to  enfure  us  from 
all  error  and  miftake. 

A  knowledge  of  the  difpofition 
and  character  of  the  human  mind 
can  be  acquired  only  by  experi- 
ence: a  great  deal  will  be  learned, 
I  admit,  by  a  habit  of  examining 
what  paflcs  in  our  bofoms,  what 
are  our  own  motives  of  aflion,  and 
of  what  kind  of  fentiments  we  are 
confcious  on  any  occafion.  We 
may  fuppofe  an  uniformity,  and 
conclude  that  the  fame  effed  will 
be  produced  by  the  fame  caufe  in 
the  mind;  of  others.  This  exami- 
nation will  contribute  to  fuggeft  to 
us  matters  of  enquiry  ;  but  we  can 
never  be  fure  that  our  own  fenfa- 
tions are  true  and  right,  till  they 
are  confirmed  by  more  extenfive 
obfervation. 

One  man  oppofing  another  de- 
termines nothing ;  but  a  general 
union  of  minds,  like  a  general 
combination  of  the  forces  of  all 
mankind,  makes  a  ftrength  that  is 
irrefiftible.  In  faft,  as  he  who 
does  not  know  himfelf  does  not 
know  others,  fo  it  may  be  faid 
with  equal  truth,  that  he  who  does 
not  know  others,  knows  himfelf 
but  very  imperfedlly. 

A  man  who  thinks  he  is  guard- 
ing himfelf  againft  prejudices  by 
refifting  the  authority  of  others, 
leaves  open  every  avenue  to  Angu- 
larity, vanity,  felf-conceit,  obfti- 
nacy,  and  many  other  vices,  all 
tending  to  warp  the  judgment, 
and  prevent  the  natural  operation 
of  his  faculties. 


*  Nulla  ars,  non  alterius  artis,  aut  mater,  aut  propinqua  cfi:. 

Tertull.  as  cited  by  Junius. 
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All  arts  having  the  fame  general 
end,  which  is  to  pleafe,  and  ad- 
dreiTing  vhemfelves  to  the  fame  fa- 
culties through  the  medium  of  the 
fenfes,  it  follows  that  their  rules 
and  principles  muft  have  as  great 
affinity  as  the  different  marerials 
and  the  different  organs  or  vehicles 
by  which  they  pafs  to  the  mind, 
will  permit  them  to  retain*. 

We  may  therefore  conclude,  that 
the  real  fubftance,  as  it  may  be 
called,  of  what  goes  under  the 
name  of  tafte,  is  fixed  and  efta- 
biifhed  in  the  nature  of  things  ; 
that  there  are  certain  and  regular 
caufes  by  which  the  imagination 
and  paffions  of  men  are  affefted  ; 
and  that  the  knowledge  of  thefe 
caufes  is  acquired  by  a  laborious 
and  diligent  inveftigation  of  na- 
ture, and  by  the  fame  flow  pro- 
grefs  as  wifdom  or  knowledge  of 
every  kind,  however  iuftantaneous 
its  operations  may  appear  when  thus 
acquired. 

It  has  been  often  obferved,  that 
the  good  and  virtuous  man  alone 
can  acquire  this  true  or  juft  relifh 
even  of  works  of  art.  This  opi- 
nion will  not  appear  entirely  with- 
out foundation,  when  we  confider 
that  the  fame  habit  of  mind  which 
is  acquired  by  our  fearch  after 
truth  in  the  more  ferious  duties  of 
life,  is  only  transferred  to  the  pur- 
iuit  of  lighter  amufements.  ']'he 
fame  difpofition,  the  fame  defire 
to  find  fomething  fteady,  fubilan- 
tial  and  durable,  on  which  the 
mind  can  lean,  as  it  were,  and  reft 
with  fiifecy.  The  fubjedt  only  is 
changed.     We   purfue    the    fame 
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method  in  our  fearch  after  the  idea 
of  beauty  and  perfeftion  in  each  ; 
of  virtue,  by  looking  forward  be- 
yond ourft'lves  to  fociety,  and  to 
the  whole;  of  arts,  by  extending 
our  viev/s  in  the  fame  manner  to 
all  ages  and  all  times. 

Every  art,  like  our  own,  has  in 
its  compofition  fludtuating  as  well 
as  fixed  principles.  It  is  an  atten- 
tive enquiry  into  their  difference 
that  will  enable  us  to  determine 
how  far  we  are  influenced  by  cuf- 
tom  and  habit,  and  what  is  fixed 
in  the  nature  of  things. 

To  dillinguifh  how  much  has 
folid  foundation,  we  may  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  fame  proof  by  which 
fome  hold  wit  ought  to  be  tried  ; 
whether  it  preferves  itfelf  when 
tranflated.  That  wit  is  falfe  which 
can  fubfift  only  in  one  language  ; 
and  that  pifture  which  pleafes  only 
one  age  or  one  nation,  owes  its 
reception  to  fome  local  or  acci- 
dental afTociation  of  ideas. 

We  may  apply  this  to  every 
cuftom  and  habit  of  life.  Thus 
the  general  principles  of  urbanity, 
politenefs,  or  civility,  have  been 
ever  the  fame  in  all  nations ;  but 
the  mode  in  which  they  are  dref- 
fed  is  continually  varying.  The 
general  idea  of  fliewing  refpeft  is 
by  making  yourfelf  lefs  ;  but  the 
manner,  whether  by  bowing  the 
body,  kneeling,  proftration,  pul- 
ling off  the  upper  part  of  our 
drefs,  or  taking  away  the  lower  f, 
is  a  matter  of  habit.  It  would  be 
unjufl  to  conclude  that  all  orna- 
ments, becaufe  they  were  at  firft 
arbitrarily  contrived,  are  therefore 


*  Cmnes  artes  qiise  ad  hiimanitatem  pertinent,  habent  quoddam  commune 
vinculum,  et  quafi  cognatione  inter  fe  continentur.  CiCERO. 

t  Put  ofF  thy  fcoes  from  off  thy  feet :  for  the  place  whereon  thou  itandeft 
is  holy  ground.  ExODUS,  chap.  iii.   5. 

undefervins 
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undeferving  of  our  attention  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  who  negletts  the 
cultivation  of  thofe  ornaments,  acts 
contrarily  to  nature  and  reafon. 
As  life  would  be  imperfett  without 
its  highell  ornamenis  the  Arcs,  lo 
thcfe  arts  themfelves  would  be  im- 
perfeft  without  their  ornaments. 

Though  we  by  no  means  ought 
to  rank  thefe  with  pofitive  and 
fubftantial  beauties,  yet  it  muft  be 
allowed  that  a  knowledge  of  both 
is  effentially  requifite  towards  for- 
ming a  complete,  whole  and  per- 
fect tafte.  it  is  in  reality  from 
the  ornaments  that  arts  receive 
their  peculiar  charafter  and  com- 
plexion ;  we  may  add,  that  in 
them  we  find  the  charafteriftical 
mark  of  a  national  t^fte,  as  by 
throwing  up  a  feather  in  the  air, 
we  know  which  way  the  wind 
blows,  better  than  by  a  more  heavy 
matter. 

The  ftriking  diftinftion  between 
the  works  of  the  Roman,  Bolog- 
nian  and  Venetian  fchools,  confifts 
more  in  that  general  effed  which 
is  produced  by  colours,  than  in 
the  more  profound  excellencies  of 
the  art ;  at  leaft  it  is  from  thence 
that  each  is  diftinguilhed  and 
known  at  lirll:  fight.  As  it  is  the 
ornaments,  rather  than  the  pro- 
portions of  archite£ture,  which  at 
the  tiril  glance  dillinguilh  the  dif- 
ferent orders  from  each  other ; 
the  Doric  is  known  by  its  triglyphs, 
the  Ionic  by  its  volutes,  and  the 
Corinthian  by  its  acanthus. 

Tafte  in  drefs  is  certainly  one 
of  the  loweft  fubjeds  to  which  this 
word  is  applied  ;  yet  there  is  a 
right  even  here,  however  narrow 
its  foundation  refpeding  the  fa- 
fhion  of  any  particular  nation. 
But  we  have  ilill  more  ilender 
means  of  determining,  in  regard 
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to  the  different  cuftoms  of  diffe- 
rent ages  or  countries,  to  which  to 
give  the  preference,  fince  they 
ieem  to  be  all  equally  removed 
from  nature. 

Jf  an  European,  when  he  has 
cut  off  his  beard,  and  put  falfe 
hair  on  his  head,  or  bound  up  his 
own  natural  hair  in  regular  knots, 
as  unlike  nature  as  he  can  pofiibly 
make  it ;  and  having  rendered 
them  immovable  by  the  help  of 
the  fat  of  hogs,  has  covered  the 
whole  with  Hour,  laid  on  by  a 
machine  with  the  utmoft  regula- 
rity ;  if,  when  thus  attired  he  if- 
fues  forth,  he  meets  a  Cherokee 
Indian,  who  has  beflov/ed  as  much 
time  at  his  toilet,  and  laid  on  with 
equal  care  and  attention  his  yellov/ 
and  red  oker  on  particular  parts  of 
his  forehead  or  cheeks,  as  he 
judges  moft  becoming;  whoever 
defpifes  the  other  for  this  atten- 
tion to  the  fafliion  of  his  country  ; 
which  ever  of  thefe  two  firft  feels 
himfelf  provoked  to  laugh,  is  the 
barbarian. 

All  thefe  fafhions  are  very  inno- 
cent, neither  worth  difquifition,  nor 
any  endeavour  to  alter  them,  as 
the  change  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, be  equally  diftant  from  na- 
ture. The  only  circumltances 
againft  which  indignation  may 
reafonably  be  moved,  is  where  the 
operation  is  painful  or  deflrudive 
of  health,  fuch  as  is  praftifed  at 
Otahaiti,  and  the  ftrait  lacing  of 
the  Engliih  ladles;  of  the  latl  of ' 
which,  how  deftrudive  it  mull  be 
to  health  and  long  life,  the  profef- 
for  of  anatomy  took  an  opportu- 
nity of  proving  a  few  days  fmce  in 
this  Academy. 

It  is  in  drefs  as  in  things  of 
greater  confequence.  Fafhions 
originate  from  thofe  only  who  have 

the 
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the  high  and  powerful  advantages 
of  rank,  birth,  and  fortune.  As 
many  of  the  ornaments  of  art, 
thofe  at  leail  for  which  no  reafon 
can  be  given,  are  tranfmitted  to 
us,  are  adopted,  and  acquire  their 
confequcnce  from  the  company  in 
which  we  have  been  ufed  to  fee 
them.  As  Greece  and  Rome  are 
the  fountains  from  whence  have 
flowed  all  kinds  of  excellence,  to 
that  veneration  which  they  have  a 
right  to  claim  for  the  pleafure  and 
knowledge  which  they  have  af- 
forded us,  we  voluntarily  add  our 
approbation  of  every  ornament 
and  every  cuftom  that  belonged  to 
them,  even  to  the  fafhion  of  their 
drefs.  For  it  may  be  obferved 
that,  not  fatisfied  with  them  in 
their  own  place,  we  make  no  dif- 
ficulty of  dreffing  ftatues  of  modern 
heroes  or  fenators  in  the  fafhion  of 
the  Roman  armour  or  peaceful 
robe,  we  go  fo  far  as  hardly  to  bear 
a  ftatue  in  any  other  drapery. 

The  figures  of  the  great  men  of 
thofe  nations  have  come  down  to 
us  in  fculpture.  In  fculpture  re- 
main almoft  all  the  excellent  fpe- 
cimens  of  ancient  art.  We  have 
fo  far  afibciated  pcrfonal  dignity 
to  the  perfons  thus  reprefented, 
and  the  truth  of  art  to  their  man- 
ner of  reprefentation,  that  it  is  not 
in  our  power  any  longer  to  foparate 
them.  This  is  not  fo  in  painting  ; 
becaufe  having  no  excellent  anticnt 
portraits,  that  connexion  was  never 
formed.  Indeed  we  could  no  more 
venture  to  paint  a  genera!  officer 
in  a  Roman  military  habit,  than 
y/e  couid  make  a  ftatue  in  the  pre- 
fent  uniform.  But  fmce  we  have 
ro  anncnt  portraits,  to  fhew  how 
ready  we  are  to  adopt  thofe  kind 
of  prejudices,  we  make  the  beft 
authonty  among  the  moderns  ferve 
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the  fame  purpofe.  The  great  va- 
riety of  excellent  portraits  with. 
which  Vandyke  has  enriched  this 
nation,  we  are  not  content  to  ad- 
mire for  their  real  excellence,  but 
extend  our  approbation  even  to 
the  drefs  which  happened  to  be 
the  fafhion  of  that  age.  We  all 
very  well  remember  how  common 
it  was  a  few  years  ago  for  portraits 
to  be  drawn  in  this  Gothic  drefs, 
and  this  cuftom  is  not  yet  entirely 
laid  afide.  By  this  means  it  muft 
be  acknowledged  very  ordinary 
piftures  acquired  fomething  of  the 
air  and  effeft  of  the  works  of  Van- 
dyke, and  appeared  therefore  at 
lirll  fight  to  be  better  pictures  than 
they  really  were  ;  they  appeared 
fo,  however,  to  thofe  only  who 
had  the  means  of  making  this  af- 
fociation,  for  when  made,  it  was 
irrefiftible.  But  this  aflbciation  is 
nature,  and  refers  to  that  fecon- 
dary  truth  that  comes  from  con- 
formity to  general  prejudice  and 
opinion  ;  it  is  therefore  not  merely 
fantaftical.  Befides  the  prejudice 
which  we  have  in  favour  of  antient 
drefles,  there  may  be  likewife  other 
reafons,  amongft  which  we  may 
juftly  rank  the  fimplicity  of  them, 
confifting  of  little  more  than  one 
fmgle  piece  of  drapery,  without 
thofe  whimfical  capricious  forms 
by  which  all  other  dreffes  are  em- 
barrafled. 

Thus,  though  it  is  from  the 
prejudice  \vc  have  in  favour  of  the 
antients,  who  have  taught  us  ar- 
chitecture, that  we  have  adopted 
likewife  their  ornaments  ;  and 
though  we  are  fatisfied  that  neither 
nature  nor  reafon  are  the  founda- 
tion of  thofe  beauties  which  we 
imagine  we  fee  in  that  art,  yet  if 
any  one  perfuaded  of  this  truth 
Ihould  therefore  invent  new  orders 

of 
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of  equal  beauty,  which  we  will 
fuppofe  to  be  poffible,  yet  they 
would  not  pleafe,  nor  ought  he  to 
complain,  fince  the  old  has  that 
great  advantage  of  having  cuftom 
and  prejudice  on  its  fide.  In  this 
cafe  v/e  leave  what  has  every  pre- 
judice in  its  favour,  to  take  that 
which  will  have  no  advantage  over 
what  we  have  left,  but  novelty, 
which  foon  dellroys  itfelf,  and  at 
any  rate  is  but  a  weak  antagonill 
againll  cuftom. 

Thefe  ornaments  having  the 
right  of  pofleffion,  ought  not  to 
be  removed,  but  to  make  room  for 
not  only  what  has  higher  preten- 
iions,  but  fuch  pretenfions  as  will 
balance  the  evil  and  confufion 
which  innovation  always  brings 
with  it. 

To  this  we  may  add,  even  the 
durability  of  the  materials  will  of- 
ten contribute  to  give  a  fuperiority 
to  one  objecl  over  another.  Orna- 
ments in  buildings,  with  which 
tafte  is  principally  concerned,  are 
compofed  of  materials  which  laft 
longer  than  thofe  of  which  drefs 
is  compofed  ;  it  therefore  makes 
higher  pretenfions  to  our  favour 
and  prejudice. 

Some  attention  is  furely  required 
to  what  we  can  no  more  get  rid  of 
than  we  can  go  out  of  ourfelves. 
We  are  creatures  of  prejudice  ; 
we  neither  can  nor  ought  to  eradi- 
cate it;  we  muft  only  regulate  it 
by  reafon,  which  regulation  by 
reafon  is  indeed  little  more  than 
obliging  the  leifer,  the  local  and 
temporary  prejudices,  to  give  way 
ro  thofe  which  are  jnore  durable 
and  lalHng. 

He  therefore  who  in  his  practice 
of  portrait  painting  wiflies  to  dig- 
nify his  fubjeft,  which  we  will 
fuppofe  to  be  a  Lady,    will  not 


paint  her  in  the  modern  drefs,  the 
familiarity  of  which  alone  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  deflroy  all  dignity.  He 
takes  care  that  his  work  fhall  cor- 
refpond  to  thofe  ideas  and  that 
imagination  which  he  knows  will 
regulate  the  judgment  of  others  ; 
and  therefore  drefles  his  figure 
fomething  with  the  general  air  of 
the  antique  for  the  fake  of  dig- 
nity, and  preferves  fomething  of 
the  modern  for  the  fake  of  like- 
nefs.  By  this  conduct  his  works 
correfpond  with  thofe  prejudices 
which  we  have  in  favour  of  what 
we  continually  fee  ;  and  the  relifh 
of  the  antique  fimplicity  corre- 
fponds  with  what  we  may  call  the 
more  learned  and  fcientiiic  preju- 
dice. 

There  was  a  ftatue  made  not 
long  fince  of  Voltaire,  which  the 
fculptor,  not  having  that  refpe£l 
for  the  prejudices  of  mankind 
which  he  ought  to  have,  has  made 
entirely  naked,  and  as  meagre 
and  emaciated  as  the  original  is 
faid  to  be.  The  confequence  is 
what  might  be  expefted  ;  it  has 
remained  in  the  fculptor's  fhop, 
though  it  was  intended  as  a  pub- 
lic ornament  and  a  public  honour 
to  Voltaire,  as  it  was  procured  at 
the  expence  of  his  cotemporary 
wits  and  admirers. 

Whoever  would  reform  a  na- 
tion, fuppofing  a  bad  tafte  to  pre- 
vail in  it,  will  not  accomplifh  his 
purpofe  by  going  directly  againft 
the  ftream  of  their  prejudices. 
Men's  minds  muft  be  prepared  to 
receive  v/hat  is  new  to  them.  Re- 
formation is  a  work  of  time.  A 
national  tafte,  however  wrong  it 
may  be,  cannot  be  totally  chang- 
ed at  once  ;  we  muft  yield  a  little 
to  the  prepofTeflion  which  has 
taken  hold  on  the  mind,  and  we 

mzy 
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may  then  bring  people  to  adopt 
what  would  offend  them,  if  en- 
deavoured to  be  introduced  by 
dorm.  When  Battifto  Franco 
was  employed,  in  conjunftion 
with  Titian^  Paul  Veronefe  and 
Tintoret,  to  adorn  the  library  of 
St.  Mark,  his  work,  Vafari  fays, 
gave  lefs  fatisfa£>ion  than  any  of 
the  others  :  the  dry  manner  of  the 
Roman  fchool  was  very  ill  calcu- 
lated to  pleafe  eyes  that  had  been 
accuftomed  to  the  luxuriancy, 
fplendor  and  richnefs  of  Vene- 
tian colouring.  Had  the  Ro- 
mans been  the  judges  of  this  work, 
probably  the  determination  would 
have  been  jufl  contrary;  for  in  the 
more  noble  parts  of  the  art,  Bat- 
tifto Franco  was  perhaps  not  infe- 
rior to,  any  of  his  rivals. 


Thoughts  on  Commercial  SuhjeSls. 
From  Dr.  Franklin'j  Political 
Fragments. 

Of  Embargoes  upon  Corn,  and  of  the 
Poor. 

IN  inland  high  countries,  remote 
from  the  fea,  and  whofe  rivers 
arefmall,  running  y^ro/?;  the  coun- 
try, and  not  to  it,  as  is  the  cafe  of 
Switzerland  ;  great  diftrefs  may 
arife  from  a  courfeof  bad  harvefts, 
if  public  granaries  are  not  provid- 
ed, and  kept  well  flored.  An- 
ciently too,  before  navigation  was 
fo  general,  fhips  fo  plenty,  and 
commercial  connedions  fo  well 
cftabliflied  ;  even  maritime  coun- 
tries might  be  occafionally  dillref- 
fed  by  bad  crops.  But  fuch  is  now 
the  facility  of  communication  be- 
tween thofe  countries,  that  an  un- 
reftrajned  commerce  can  fcarce 
ever  fail  of  procuring  a  fufficiency 
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for  any  of  them.  If  indeed  any 
government  is  fo  imprudent,  as  to 
lay  its  hands  on  imported  corn, 
forbid  its  e;{portation,  or  compel 
its  fale  at  limited  prices  ;  there 
the  people  may  fuffer  fome  famine 
from  merchants  avoiding  their 
ports.  But  wherever  commerce  is 
known  to  be  always  free,  and  the 
merchant  abfolute  mailer  of  his 
commodity,  as  in  Holland,  there 
will  always  be  a  reafonable  iupply. 
When  an  exportation  of  corn 
takes  place,  occafioned  by  a 
higher  price  in  fome  foreign 
countries,  it  is  common  to  raife  a 
clamour,  on  the  fuppofition  that 
we  fliall  thereby  produce  a  domef- 
tic  famine.  Then  follows  a  pro- 
hibition, founded  on  the  imagi- 
nary diftrefs  of  the  poor.  The 
poor,  to  be  fure,  if  in  diftrefs, 
fhould  be  relieved  ;  but  if  the  far- 
mer could  have  a  high  price  for 
his  corn  from  the  foreign  demand, 
muft  he  by  a  prohibition  of  expor- 
tation be  compelled  to  take  a  low 
price,  not  of  the  poor  only,  but 
of  every  one  that  eats  bread,  even 
the  richeft  ?  the  duty  of  relieving 
the  poor  is  incumbent  on  the  rich  ; 
but  by  this  operation  the  whole 
burden  of  it  is  laid  on  the  farmer, 
who  is  to  relieve  the  rich  at  the 
fame  time.  Of  the  poor  too, 
thofe  who  are  maintained  by  the 
pariihes  have  no  right  to  claim 
this  fafriiice  of  the  farmer  ;  as, 
while  they  have  their  allowance, 
it  makes  no  difl'erence  to  them, 
whether  bread  be  cheap  or  dear. 
Thofe  working  poor,  who  now 
mind  buiinefs  only  five  or  fcun^ 
days  in  the  week,  if  bread  fhouid 
be  fo  dear  as  to  oblige  them  to 
work  the  Vkholey5!x- required  by  the 
commandment,  do  not  feem  to  be 
aggrieved,  fo  as  to  have  a  right 

to 
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to  public  redrefs.  There  wiil  then 
remain,  comparatively,  only  a 
few  families  in  every  diftrict,  who, 
from  f:cknefs  or  a  great  number 
of  children,  will  be  fo  diftreffcd  by 
a  hi.^h  price  of  corn,  as  to  need 
relief;  and  thefe  fliould  be  taken 
care  of  by  particular  benefaftions, 
without  reliraining  the  farmer's 
profit. 

Thofe  who  fear,  that  exporta- 
tion may  fo  far  drain  the  country 
of  corn,  as  to  ftarve  ourfelves,  fear 
what  never  did,  nor  ever  can  hap- 
pen. They  may  as  well,  when 
they  view  the  tide  ebbing  towards 
the  fea,  fear  that  all  the  water 
will  leave  the  river.  The  price 
cf  corn,  like  water,  will  find  its 
own  level.  The  more  we  export, 
the  dearer  it  becomes  at  home  ; 
the  more  is  received  abroad,  the 
cheaper  it  becomes  there  ;  and,  as 
foon  as  thefe  prices  are  equal,  the 
exportation  ftops  of  courfe.  As 
the  feafons  vary  in  different  coun- 
tries, the  calamity  of  a  bad  har- 
vell  is  never  univerfal.  If  then, 
all  ports  were  always  open,  and 
all  commerce  free  ;  every  ma- 
ritime country  would  generally 
eat  bread  at  the  medium  price, 
or  average  of  all  the  harvefts  ; 
which  would  probably  be  more 
equal  than  we  can  make  it  by  our 
artificial  regulations,  and  therefore 
a  more  Heady  encouragement  to 
agriculture.  The  nation  would 
all  have  bread  at  this  middle 
price  ;  and  that  nation,  which  at 
any  time  inhumanly  refufes  to  re- 
lieve the  diftreffes  of  another  na- 
tion, deferves  no  compaflion  when 
in  diftrefs  itfelf. 

Of  the  EffeFt  of  Dearnefs  of  Pro^i- 
jii7is  upon  Workings  and  npon  Me.' 


THE  common  people  do  not 
work  for  pleafiire  generally,  but 
from  neceflity.  Cheapnefs  of  pro- 
vifions  makes  them  more  idle  ; 
lefs  work  is  then  done,  it  is  then 
more  in  demand  proportionally, 
and  of  courfe  the  price  rifes. 
Dearnefs  of  provifions  obliges  the 
manufafturer  to  work  more  days 
and  more  hours  ;  thus  more  work 
is  done  than  equals  the  ufual  de- 
mand ;  of  courfe  it  becomes  chea- 
per, and  the  manufadures  in  con- 
fequence. 

Of  an  open  Trade. 

PERHAPS,  in  general,  it  would 
be  better  if  government  meddled 
no  farther  with  trade,  than  to  pro- 
teil  it,  and  let  it  take  its  courfe, 
Moft  of  the  ftatutes  or  afts,  edidls, 
arrets,  and  placarts  of  parliaments, 
princes,  and  dates,  for  regulating, 
directing,  or  retraining  of  trade, 
have,  we  think,  been  either  poli- 
tical blunders,  or  jobs  obtained  by 
artful  men  for  private  advantage 
under  pretence  of  public  good. 
Vv'hen  Colbert  afTembled  fome  wife 
old  merchants  of  France,  and  de- 
fired  their  advice  and  opinion  how 
he  could  beil  ferve  and  promote 
commerce  ;  their  anfvver,  after 
confultation,  was  in  three  words 
only,  LaiJJex.  nous  fairs;  '  Let  us 
alone.' — It  is  faid  by  a  very  folid 
writer  of  the  fame  nation,  that  he 
is  well  advanced  in  the  fcience  of 
politics,  who  knows  the  full  force 
of  that  maxim.  Pas  trop  gou--vermr^ 
'  not  to  govern  too  much  ;  which, 
perhaps,  would  be  of  more  ufe 
when  applied  to  trade,  than  in 
any  other  public  concern.  It 
were  therefore  to  bs  wifhed,  that 
commerce  were  as  free  between 
all  the  nations  of  the  world,  as  it 
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Is  between  the  feveral  counties  of 
England  ;  fo  would  all,  by  mu- 
tual communication,  obtain  more 
enjoyments.  Thofe  counties  do 
not  ruin  each  other  by  trade,  nei- 
ther would  the  nations.  No  na- 
tion was  ever  ruined  by  trade, 
even,  feemingly,  the  moll  difad- 
vantageous. 

Wherever  defirable  fuperfluities 
are  imported,  indullry  is  excited, 
and  thereby  plenty  is  produced. 
Were  only  necefTaries  permitted  to 
be  purchafed,  men  would  work  no 
more  than  was  neceflary  for  that 
purpofe. 

Of  Prohibitions  n.(;ith  refpeSl  to  the 
Export  a!  io7i  of  Gold  and  Sih-er. 

COULD  Spain  and  Portugal 
have  fucceeded  in  executing  their 
foolifli  laws  for  hedging  in  the 
ciicko^w,  as  Locke  calls  it,  and 
have  kept  at  home  all  their  gold 
and  filver,  thofe  metals  would  by 
this  time  have  been  of  litUe  more 
value  than  fo  much  lead  or  iron. 
Their  plenty  would  have  lefll-ned 
their  value.  We  fee  the  folly  of 
thefe  edifts :  but  are  not  our  own 
prohibitory  and  reftriftive  laws, 
that  are  profeffedly  made  with  in- 
tention to  bring  a  balance  in  our 
favour  from  our  trade  with  foreign 
nations  to  be  paid  In  money,  and 
laws  to  prevent  the  necelhty  of 
exporting  that  money,  which  if 
they  could  be  thoroughly  execut- 
ed, would  make  money  as  plenty, 
and  of  as  little  value  ;  I  fay,  are 
not  fuch  laws  akin  to  thofe  Spanifh 
edifts  ;  follies  of  the  fame  fa- 
mily ? 

,  Of  the  Returns  for  foreign  Articles. 

IN    fa£l,    the   produce   of   other 
(tuntries  can  hardly  be  obtained. 
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unlefs  by  fraud  and  rapine,  with- 
out giving  the  produce  of  our  land 
or  our  indujiry  in  exchange  for 
them.  If  we  have  mines  of  gold 
and  filver,  gold  and  filver  may 
then  be  called  the  produce  of  our 
land :  if  we  have  not^  we  can 
only  fairly  obtain  thofe  metals  by- 
giving  for  them  the  produce  of 
our  land  or  induftry.  When  we 
have  them,  they  are  then  only 
that  produce  or  induftry  in  another 
fhape  ;  which  we  may  give,  if 
the  trade  requires  it  and  our  other 
produce  will  not  fuit,  in  exchange 
for  the  produce  of  fome  other 
country  that  furnifhes  what  we 
have  more  occafion  for,  or  more 
defire.  When  we  have,  to  an  in- 
convenient degree,  parted  with 
our  gold  and  filver,  our  induftry 
is  llimulated  afrefh  to  procure 
more  ;  that,  by  its  means,  we 
may  contrive  to  procure  the  fame 
advantage. 

OfReJiraints  upon  Commerce  in  Time 
of  War. 

"WHEN  princes  make  war  by 
prohibiting  commerce,  each  may 
hurt  himfelf  as  much  aa  his  ene- 
my. Traders,  who  by  their  bu- 
fincfs  are  promoting  the  common 
good  of  mankind,  as  well  as  far- 
mers and  fifliermen  who  labour 
for  the  fabfiftence  of  all,  ftiould 
never  be  interrupted,  or  molefted 
in  their  bufincfs  ;  but  enjoy  the 
protection  of  all  in  the  time  of 
war,  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace. 

This  policy,  thofe  we  are  plea- 
fed  to  call  Barbarians,  have,  in  a 
great  meafure,  adopted  ;  for  the 
trading  fubjedls  of  any  powers 
with  whom  the  Emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco may  be  at  war,  are  not  li- 
able to  capture,  when  withia  fight 
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of  his  land,  going  or  coming ; 
and  have  otherwife  free  liberty  to 
trade  and  refide  in  his  dominions. 

As  a  maritime  power,  we  pre- 
fume  it  is  not  thought  right,  that 
Great  Britain  ihould  grant  fuch 
freedom,  except  partially;  as  in 
the  cafe  of  war  with  France, 
when  tobacco  is  allowed  to  be 
fent  thither  under  the  fandlion  of 
paffports. 

Exchanges  in  ^rade  may  be  gainful 
to  each  Party, 

IN  tranfadlions  of  trade,  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed,  that,  like  gam- 
ing, what  one  party ^,3/Vw  the  other 
mull  neceflarily  lofc.  The  gain  to 
each  may  be  equal.  If  A  has  more 
earn  than  he  can  confunie,  but 
wants  cattle ;  and  B  has  more 
cattle,  bat  wants  corn,  exchange 
is  gain  to  each  :  hereby  the  com- 
mon flock  of  comforts  in  life,,  is 
increafed. 

Of  Paper  Credit. 

IT  is  impoffible  for  government 
to  circumfcribe,  or  fix  the  extent 
of  paper  credit,  which  muft  of 
courfe  fluftuate.  Government  may 
as  well  pretend  to  lay  down  rules 
for  the  operations,  or  the  confi- 
dence of  every  individual  in  the 
courfe  of  his  trade.  Any  feem- 
ing  temporary  evil  arifing,  muft 
naturally  work  its  own  cure. 


Rules  for  a  Club  formerly  eftablijhed 
in    Philadelphia  *.      From    the 
fame. 

Previous  ^e/lion,  to  be   Anfnxered 

at  e'very  Meeting. 

'AVE  you  read  over  thefe 
queries  this  morning,  in  or- 
der to  confider  what  you  might 
have  to  offer  the  Junto  touching 
any  one  of  them  ?  viz. 

"  I.  Have  you  met  with  any- 
thing in  the  author  you  laft  read, 
remarkable,  or  fuitable  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  Junto?  particu- 
larly in  hiftory,  morality,  poetry, 
phyfic,  travels,  mechanic  arts,  or 
other  parts  of  knowledge. 

2.  What  new  llory  have  you 
lately  heard  agreeable  for  telling 
in  converfation  ? 

3.  Hath  any  citizen  in  your 
knowledge  failed  in  his  bufmefs 
lately,  and  what  have  you  heard 
of  the  caufe? 

4.  Have  you  lately  heard  of  any 
citizen's  thriving  well,  and  by 
what  means  ? 

5,.  Have  you  lately  heard  how 
any  prefent  rich  man,  here  or 
elfewhere,  got  his  eflate  ? 

6.  Do  you  know  of  any  fellow- 
citizen,  who  has  lately  done  a 
worthy  aftion,  deferving  praife 
and  imitation  ?  or  who  has  com- 
mitted an  error  proper  for  us  to  be 
warned  againft  and  avoid? 

7,  What  unhappy  efFe£ls  of  in- 
temperance  have   you   lately   ob- 


*  This  was  an  early  performance  ;  and  carries  along  with  it  an  air  of  (insu- 
larity, accompanied  with  fuch  operative  good  fenfe  and  philanthropy,  as  cha- 
rafterizes  it  for  Dr.  Franklin's.  We  are  informed  by  the  editor,  that  the  club 
for  which  it  was  written,  was  held  in  Philadelphia  ;  and  was  compofed  of 
men  confiderable  for  their  influence  and  difcretion  ;  for  though  the  chief  mea- 
fures  of  Penfylvania  ufually  received  their  firft  formation  in  this  club,  it  exifted 
for  30  years  without  the  nature  of  its  inftitution  being  publicly  known. 
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ferved  or  heard  ?  of  imprudence  ? 
of  paffion  ?  or  of  any  other  vice  or 
folly? 

8.  What  happy  efFeds  of  tem- 
perance ?  of  prudence  ?  of  mode- 
ration ?  or  of  any  other  virtue  ? 

9.  Have  you  or  any  of  your  ac- 
quaintance been  lately  fick  or 
wounded?  If  fo,  what  remedies 
were  ufed,  and  vvhat  were  their 
efFefts  ? 

,  10.  Who  do  you  know  that  are 
fhortly  going  voynges  or  journies, 
if  one  fliould  have  occalion  to  fend 
"by  them  r 

11.  Do  you  think  of  anything 
at  prefent,  in  which  the  Junto  may 
be  fcrvicea^^le  to  mankind?  to  their 
country,  to  their  friends,  or  to 
themfelves  ? 

12.  Hath  any  deferving  flranger 
arrived  in  town  fince  laft  meeting, 
that  you  heard  of?  and  what  have 
you  heard  or  obferved  of  his  cha- 
rafter  or  merits  ?  and  whether, 
think  you,  it  lies  in  the  power  of 
the  Junto  to  oblige  him,  or  en- 
courage him  as  he  defervcs  ? 

13.  Do  you  icnow  of  any  de- 
ferving young  heginner  lately  fet 
up,  whom  it  lies  in  the  power  of 
the  Junto  any  way  to  encourage  ? 

14.  Have  you  lately  obfervecj, 
any  defeft  in  the  laws  of  ycur 
country,  [of]  which  it  would  be 
proper  to  move  the  legiflature  for 
an  amendment?  or  do  vom  know 
of  any  beneficial  law  that  is  want- 
ing ? 

15.  Have  you  lately  obferved 
any  encroachment  on  the  jull  liber- 
ties of  the  people  ? 

16.  Hach  any  body  attacked 
your  reputation  lately?  and  what 
can  the  Junto  do  towards  feciir- 
ing  it  ? 

17.  Is  there  any  man  v»hofe 
friendfliip  you   want,    and   which 


the  Junto,   or  any  of  them,   can 
procure  for  you  ? 

18.  Have  you  lately  heard  any 
member's  charader  attacked,  and 
how  have  you  defended  it  ? 

19.  Hath  any  man  injured  vou, 
from  whom  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  Junto  to  procure  redrefs  ? 

20.  In  what  manner  can  the 
Junto,  or  any  of  them,  affift  you 
in  any  of  your  honourable  defigns  ? 

2 1 .  Have  you  any  weighty  af- 
fair in  hand,  in  which  you  think 
the  advice  of  the  Junto  may  be  of 
fervice  ? 

22.  What  benefits  have  you 
lately  received  from  any  man  not 
prefent  ? 

23.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in 
matters  of  opinion,  ofjuliice,  and 
injuflice,  which  you  would  gladly 
have  difcufled  at  this  time? 

24.  Do  you  fee  any  thing  amifs 
in  the  prefent  cuftoms  or  proceed- 
ings of  the  Junto,  which  might 
be  amended? 

Any  perfon  to  be  qualified,  to 
Hand  up,  and  lay  his  hand  on 
his  breaft,  and  be  afkcd  thefe 
queftions;  viz. 

1.  Have  you  any  particular  dif- 
refpeft  to  any  prefent  members?— 
Jnjhjuer.     I  have  not. 

2.  Do  you  fincercly  declare  that 
you  love  mankind  in  general  ;  of 
what  profcfiion  or  religion  foever? 
^-Anjkv.  I  do. 

3.  Do  you  think  any  perfon 
ought  to  be  harmed  in  his  body, 
name  or  goods,  for  mere  fpecula- 
tive  opinions,  or  his  external  way 
ofwoilhip? — Anf-iij.  No. 

4.  Do  you  love  truth  for  truth's 
fake,  and  will  you  endeavour  im- 
partially to  find  and  receive  it 
yourfclf  and  communicate  it  to 
others? — Jnj'vj.  Yes. 

Qhfer'-va- 
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Qh/er'vations  on  Patriarchal  Cujioms 
and  Manners  ,  by  lbs  Hon.  Daines 
Barrington. 

HAVING  read  the  book  of 
Geneils  lately  with  atten- 
tion, I  have  formed  a  Ihort  fketch 
of  the  patriarchal  cuitoms  and 
manners,  fume  of  which,  and  mora 
particularly  what  relates  to  their 
marriages,  I  never  could  at  all 
comprehend  from  the  perufal  of 
detached  chapters ;  it  need  fcarce- 
Jy  be  obferved  alio  that  fuch  ciif- 
toms  and  manners  mull  in  many 
lefpefts  diiFer  from  thofe  of  their 
defcendants,  when  they  became  a 
Confiderable  nation,  and  lived  in 
cities. 

A  patriarch  pitched  his  tents 
where  the  ground  svas  unoccupied 
by  others ;  or,  if  occupied,  where 
he  was  permitted  to  purchafe  ;  as 
in  the  inftance  of  Jacob's  procur- 
ing land  from  the  children  of  Ha- 
mor,  for  an  hundred  pieces  of  mo- 
ney. 

As  the  firft  of  thefe  patriarchs 
(Abraham)  had  318  trained  fer- 
vants,  when  he  affifted  his  nephew 
Lot;  if  we  multiply  318  by  5, 
according  to  the  common  rule  for 
giving  the  number  oi  fouls,  there 
were  probably  1590  in  this  pa- 
triarchal family  :  Efau  alfo  meets 
Jacob  with  400  men. 

Their  cattle  confided  of  camels, 
cows,  afies,  iheep,  and  goats;  but 
I  do  not  find  any  mention  of  the 
horfe  in  the  book  of  Genefis,  ex- 
cept of  the  horfemen  which  came 
from  Egypt  with  Jofeph,  when  he 
is  to  bury  Jacob;  and,  indeed, 
this  quadruped  confumed  too  much 
provender,  to  be  eafily  furnllhed 
in  fuch  a  country  as  the  land  of 
Canaan  ;  beftdes  the  camel  was-  a 
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much  more  convenient  beaft  of 
burthen,  in  their  flow  journies 
over  tradts  of  fultry  deferts. 

The  diftance  to  which  they  re- 
moved mull  have  depended  upon 
their  finding  proper  fubfiftence  for 
themfelves  and  their  cattle,  whilft 
the  firil  thing  necefTary,  whan  they 
had  fixed  their  fettlement,  was  to 
dig  wells  ;  which  aft  of  labour  efta- 
blilhed  their  property  in  the  land 
that  was  contiguous. 

Thefe  wells  were  of  different 
kinds,  and  were  moft  valuable  if 
an  ebullition  of  the  water  ap- 
peared, when  they  are  defcribed 
as  living  ^waters }  at  leaft  fuch. 
is  the  expreflion  in  the  Septua* 
gint,  though  not  in  our  ver- 
fion. 

Some  of  thefe  wells  had  fteps  to 
go  down  into  them,  and  had  be- 
fides  a  trough  to  receive  the  water 
when  brought  up  in  the  pitchers  j 
as,  otherwife,  there  would  not 
have  been  a  fufficient  quantity  for 
the  larger  cattle,  and  particularly 
the  camels  :  it  fliould  feem  alfo, 
that  this  labour  was  impofed  upoa 
the  women,  who  chofe  the  cool 
of  the  evening  for  this  purpofe, 
and  carried  their  pitchers  on  their 
fhoulders. 

Other  wells  were  covered  with, 
a  large  ftone,  which  required  feme 
ftrength  to  remove  it,  and  pre- 
vented the  fand  or  ordure  from 
being  blown  into  the  well,  as  alfo 
accidents  to  the  cattle,  or  the  eva- 
poration of  this  fo  precious  an  ele- 
ment in  fo  parched  a  country. 
Other  wells  again  had  a  wall  round 
them,  to  which  they  planted  vinesr 
Thefe  wells  being  fo  valuable, 
fometimes  occafioned  contentions 
between  the  herdfmen,  in  which 
it    does    not   appear    what    arms 
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were  ufed,  but  it  Ibould  feem  that 
the  bow  and  thrujiing  fword  were 
their  only  weapons  in  war,  and 
that  the  killing  with  the  edge  of  the 
fword,  Gen.  xxxiv.  26.  is  there- 
fore improper,  as  the  Septuagint 
expreiTion  is  ef  coiJ'i\t  uctycLipcf;, 
and  the  literal  tranflation  from  the 
Hebrew  is  in  ore  gladii.  Perhaps 
the  bow  is  the  moll  ancient  of 
thefe  weapons,  as  it  is  alluded  to 
in  the  covenant  with  Noah.  The 
hiifband  and  his  wives  lived  in  fe- 
parate  tents,  or  houfes  ;  as  liaac 
goes  into  that  of  his  mother  Sa- 
rah, after  her  death,  and  three 
tents  are  fearched  for  the  images, 
tviz.  Jacob's,  Leah's,  and  Ra- 
•chel's  :  in  procefs  of  time  alfo 
booths  were  built  for  their  cattle, 
from  which  circumllance  Jacob 
"names  a  place. 

The  patriarch  himfelf  feems  not 
to  have  been  occupied  in  any  ma- 
nual labour,  but  is  often  repre- 
fented  as  fating  before  the  door  of 
his  tent,  or  under  the  fhade  of  a 
tree,  with  a  truly  Afiatic  indo- 
lence, as  upon  the  arrival  of  a 
Itranger,  he  is  faid  to  lift  up  his 
eyes  and  fee  :  which  very  particu- 
lar expreflion  feems  to  imply  an 
effort  in   fuch  an  aft. 

When  the  ftranger  arrives,  he 
is  received  with  great  courtefy 
and  hofpitality  ;  for  Abraham  ad- 
dreffes  the  angels  (whom  he  dcth 
not  know  to  be  fo)  as  his  Lords, 
■and  ftiles  himfelf  their  fernjant, 
Th'ey  are  then  invited  to  wafli 
their  feet,  whilft  Sarah  prepares 
4he  bread  J  and  Abraham  procures 
a  calf,  butter,  and  milk  for  them, 
.which  they  eal  under  the  lliade  of 
-a  tree,  and  Abraham  waits  upon 
them  during  their  repaft.  If  the 
^ftrsuger  travelled  with  cattle,  they 
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were  alfo  provided  with  ftraw  and 
provender. 

The  patriarch's  own  cattle  were 
kept  either  by  his  fons,  »or  fer- 
vants,  who  attended  them  day  and 
night;  at  leaft,  it  was  a  covenant 
between  Laban  and  Jacob  "  that 
"  if  any  were  ftolen  either  by  day 
**  or  night,  or  deftroyed  by  wild 
•'  beafts,  the  fliepherd  fhould  be. 
**  anfwerable  for  them." 

Thefe  fervants  became  fo  either 
by  being  born  within  the  pa- 
triarch's diftrift,  or  were  purchaf- 
ed  for  money ;  whilft  fome  few 
engaged  only  for  a  term  of  years, 
as  in  the  inftance  of  Jacob  and  La- 
ban.  But  thofe  who  coiild  be 
moll  depended  upon  v^ere  the 
children  of  the  patriarch  himfelf, 
or  their  defcendants ;  the  increafe 
of  which  was  encouraged  by  every 
polTible  means  (being  tlieir  beft 
wealth),  and  unhappy  wis  the 
woman  who  did  not  bear  a  confi- 
derable  number.  The  wife  in- 
deed having  no  fortune,  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  huiband  for  this 
fole  purpofe,  which  if  flie  did  not 
anfwer,  her  dlfgrace  was  complete. 
Hence  Rachel  is  difmified  with 
blelTjngs  and  willies  for  her  fruit- 
fulnels,  and  fays  afterwards  to  her 
huiband,  "  gii^e  me  children  or  I 
"  Ihall  die:"  hence  God  is  fup-. 
pofed  "  both  to  open  and  fhut  her 
"•  womb  ;'*  and  upon  bearing  a 
a  child  "  God  hath  taken  away 
**  her  reproach."  The  belief  that 
the  Meffiah  might  be  defcended 
from  them,  might  poflibly  contri- 
bute alfo  to  this  fo  very  earn  eft  de- 
fire  of  becoming  a  mother. 

In  their  marriages  (from  the 
time  of  Ifaac  at  leaft),  it  feems 
to  have  always  been  wiftied  that 
the  bride  Ihould  live  at  a  diftance 
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from  the  patriarchal  refidence,  but 
that  fhe  Ihould  be  related,  and  par- 
ticularly a  firft  coufin. 

The  firft  requifite  probably  arofe 
from  the  danger  of  early  inceft  in 
the  patriarch's  own  family ;  and 
the  fecond,  from  apprehenfions  of 
difagreement  between  the  hufband 
and  wife,  after  the  introduflion  of 
circumcifion,  which  the  wife  might 
probably  have  oppofed,  when  her 
new-born  infant  was  but  eight 
days  old,  unlefs  Ihe  was  in  fome 
meafure  defcended  from  Abraham 
the  introducer  of  this  praftice. 

We  find  accordingly  that  Zi- 
porah,  who  was  a  Midianite,  and 
married  to  Mofes,  had  delayed 
this  opei-ation  fo  long,  that  he  is 
threatened  with  death  by  an  an- 
gel ;  upon  which  the  mother  com- 
plies indeed,  but  reproaches  Mofes 
twice  with  being  a  bloody  hulband 
to  her  on  this  account.  Jacob's 
fons  likewife  for  the  fame  reafon 
declare,  that  they  will  not  marry 
the  daughters  of  the  Schechemitesj 
till  circumcifion  is  fubmitted  to  by 
all  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Shechem. 

It  was  allowed  to  marry  at  leaft 
two  wives  though  fiflers ;  but  as 
both  of  thefe  might  prove  barren, 
we  find  that  in  the  inftance  of  Ra- 
chel and  Leah,  they  received  from 
their  father  two  handmaids,  in 
whom  they  continued  to  have  fuch 
abfolute  property,  that  if  they  be- 
llowed them  upon  their  hulbands 
in  marriage,  the  children  which 
they  bore  were  in  a  manner  confi- 
dered  as  their  own,  whilft  to  make 
them  more  completely  fo,  the 
handmaid  was  delivered  upon  the 
knees  of  her  miftrefs :  "  Go  in 
*'  unto  her,  and  fhe  fhall  beat* 
"  upon  my   knees,    that  I  may 


*'  have  alfo  children  by  her." 
Gen.  XXX.  It  feems  to  me  that 
what  I  have  fuggefted  is  fairly  td 
be  inferred  from  thefe  words  ; 
and  I  have  been  informed  by  a 
learned  friend,  that  fome  years 
paft  it  was  not  uncommon  in  many 
parts  of  England,  for  the  grand- 
daughter to  be  delivered  upon  the 
knees  not  only  of  the  grand  mo- 
ther, but  the  grand-father.  The 
hulband  often  alfo  places  the  wife 
upon  his  knees  for  this  fame  pur- 
pofe,  amongll  the  lower  clafs  of 
peafants  both  in  Pruffia  and  Lap- 
land, 

Though  the  handmaid's  chil- 
dren were  therefore  confidered  as 
legitimate,  yet  fhe  and  her  oft- 
fpring  feem  to  have  continued 
under  the  power  of  the  miftrefs^ 
for  Sarah  infifis  upon  Hagar  be- 
ing fent  with  her  child  into  the 
delert,  which  Abraham  cannot  op- 
pofe,  though  he  wifhe's  to  do  fo } 
and  fuch  a  maid  is  therefore  fome- 
times  fliled  a  bond-'woman. 

Whilft  the  miflrefs  however  was 
fatisfied  with  her  hand-maid's  be- 
haviour, both  fhe  and  her  children, 
were  treated  nearly  in  the  fam.e 
manner  as  the  wife  and  her  chil- 
dren would  have  been.  Thus  Jo- 
feph  the  fon  of  Rachel  keeps  fheep 
with  the  fons  of  Bilhah  and  Zil- 
pah,  (who  were  handmaids  to 
Rachel  and  Leah)  and  the  only 
reafon  given  for  Jacob's  preferring 
Jofeph  is,  that  he  was  the  fon  of 
his  old  age.  The  brothers  alfo 
refent  Jofeph'sj~onceiving  from  his 
dream,  that  he  fhould  have  any 
fuperiority  over  them«  Thus  Ja- 
cob likewife  with  his  two  wives 
and  their  handmaids,  and  his  ele- 
ven fons,  advance  by  themfelves 
whi^n  he  is  approaching  Efau  un-* 
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^er  apprehenfions  that  he  fhall 
not  be  well  received,  vvhilft  he  is 
preceded  by  other  parts  of  his 
♦rain,  whole  lives  are  not  fo  pre- 
cious to  him. 

It  Ihould  feem,  indeed,  that  there 
was  fome  fort  of  dillinilion  be- 
tween the  two  forts  of  marriage, 
as  far  r.s  related  to  the  mothers, 
though  not  as  to  the  children,  for 
it  was  a  general  law  in  all  the 
countries  adjacent  to  the  promlfed 
land,  that  adultery  with  the  wife 
of  the  more  folemn  marriage, 
ftould  be  puniflied  with  death. 
But  if  the  woman  was  not  under 
fuch  a  contrail,  the  princes  of  the 
Eaft  often  placed  her  in  their  fera- 
g!io.  By  this  I  would  allude  to 
the  inftances  of  Sarah  and  Rebecca 
whilft  in  Egypt  and  Gerar;  but 
the  book  of  Genefis  does  not  fur- 
riifh  an  example  of  its  being  an 
equal  crime  to  commit  adultery 
with  the  wife's  handmaid,  after 
ilie  had  been  given  in  marriao-e 
to  the  hufband.  On  the  contrary, 
Reuben  lay  with  Bilhah,  his  mo- 
ther Rachel's  handmaid,  which 
ihe  had  given  in  marriage  to 
Jacob  ;  nor  does  any  punifh- 
ment  or  reproof  immediately  fol- 
low, though  the  Septuaglnt  adds 
this    cenfure,    K:it    rrovr.^ov    s^ai'j) 

To  avoid  however  this  offence 
of  adultery  with  the  wife  of  the 
more  folemn  marriage,  if  the  pa- 
triarch renvoved  to  the  dominions 
of  a  foreign  prince,  it  feenis  to 
have  not  been  uncommon  to  mur- 
der him,  (for  which  the  punifh- 
ment  was  not  probably  fo  fevere  in 
the  cafe  of  a  ilranger)  as  the  wo- 
man wiis  then  become  a  widow 
and  not  a  wife;  by  which  moil 
horrid  evafion,  the  letter  of  the 
law  feems  to  have  been  fatisfieJ. 
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Murder  had  indeed  been  forbii 
in  the  time  of  Noah  ;  but  this 
precept  did  not  probably  reach  to 
countries  which  were  not  inha- 
bited by  his  more  immediate  de- 
fcendancs ;  for  when  Abraham  ap- 
prehends being  murdered  in  Abi- 
melech's  kingdom  on  account  of 
his  wife  Sarah,  he  gives  it  as  a 
reafon,  "  that  the  fear  of  God  was 
"  not  in  this  place;"  by  which  I 
underhand  that  the  divine  law 
againil  murder  promulged  to  Noah 
had  not  been  heard  of,  or  at  leait 
was  not  obferved  in  Abimelech's 
country,  though  it  is  very  clear 
that  adultery  with  Sarah  (whilft 
fhe  was  wife  of  Abraham)  would 
have  been  punifhed  with  death ; 
and  from  another  fimilar  inftance, 
that  the  fame  law  prevailed  in 
Egypt.  .  Hence  alfo  Abimelech, 
when  he  is  informed  that  Ifaac 
is  the  hufband  of  Rebecca,  if- 
lues  a  proclamation  for  his  pro- 
tcdlon. 

As  a  wife  was  only  refpe£led  for 
the  number  of  children  with  which 
llie  or  her  handmaids  increafed  the 
patriarchal  family,  the  greateft 
injury  fhe  could  receive,  was  the 
preventing  her  having  the  earlieft 
opportunity  of  bearing  legitimate 
children.  Plence  the  daughter  be- 
ing at  the  father's  difpofal,  Laban 
informs  Jacob  that  he  muft  not 
complain  of  Leah  being  impofed 
upon  him  inftead  of  Rachel,  be- 
caufe  Leah  was  the  elder  filler, 
and  therefore  was  not  to  lofe  a 
year  of  child-bearing ;  of  which , 
flie  was  capable  before  her  younger 
fifter. 

When  a  wife  was  once  rerroved 
from  the  family  of  one  patriarch 
to  another,  fhe  could  not  be  re- 
turned without  much  trouble  and 
inconvenience;  befides  which,   as 

I  have 
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I  have  obferved  before,  fhe  was 
in  reality  p-urchafed  for  the  purpofe 
of  bearing  children,  and  confe- 
quently  whilll  fhe  was  of  a  proper 
ig^t  no  time  was  to  be  loft  in  pro- 
viding her  with  another  hiifband 
(upon  the  death  of  the  firfl)  from 
the  fame  fp.mily  which  had  made 
the  purchafe  ;  the  next  brother  in 
fucceffion  being  fixed  upon  for  the 
fnicond  hulband.  i 

This  appears  moft  ftrongly  in 
what  is  mentioned  with  regard  to 
Tamar,  who  was  firft  married  to 
Er,  the  eldelt  of  three  brothers, 
then  to  Onan  the  fecond,  and  af- 
terwards betrothed  to  Selah  the 
third  when  he  fliould  be  fully 
grown.  When  this  happens,  Ta- 
mar thinks  herfelf  moll  highly  in- 
jured by  his  not  being  immediately 
more  folemnly  married  to  her, 
which  is  the  occafion  of  her  lofing 
the  firft  opportunity  of  bearing 
children,  and  therefore  Ihe  com- 
mits inceft  with  her  father-in-law, 
who  acknowledges  afterwards  that 
he  had  been  guilty  of  a  greater  fin 
in. not  completing  the  marriage 
between  Tamar  and  Selali,  than 
flie  had  by  adultery;  for  which 
otherwife  he  had  ordered  her  to 
have  been  burnt.  A  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  fame  fort  occalioned 
the  death  of  her  fecond  hulband 
Onan,  who  Teems  to  have  declin- 
ed having  children  by  her,  be- 
caufe  he  conceived  at  leall,  that 
Tamar  was  already  pregnant  by 
his  elder  brother  Er. 

But  a  ftill  ftronger  inftance  of 
this  fuppofed  duty  of  bearing  chil- 
dren, appears  in  the  conduft  of 
the  two  daughters  of  Lot,  who 
commit  i/ice/f  with  their  father 
from  the  fame  motives,  nor  do 
they  incur  any  blame  when  the 
deceit  is  difcovered  ;  and  I  am  in- 
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formed  by  an  able  orientilift, 
that  the  name  of  one  of  the  fons, 
I'iz.  Moab,  fignifies,  of  or  by  my 
Father  \  and  of  the  other,  'viz. 
Aminon  or  Ben-avnni ,  the  Jon  of  iny 
riearejl  kin ;  from  which  it  is  very 
clear  that  they  meant  to  perpe- 
tuate an  honour,  and  not  a  dif- 
grace  to  then>relves  or  their  chil- 
dren. Befides  this,  the  two  daugh- 
ters concert  a  deliberate  plan  with 
each  other  for  this  purpofe,  afiign- 
ing  it  as  a  reafon  that  their  father 
Rtjas grovjn  olJ,  and  it  cannot  there- 
fore be  fiippofe,«:  to  have  arifen 
from  the  common  inducements  to 
incontinence.  1  cannot  conclude 
what  r  have  ftated  with  regard  to 
the  patriarchr.l  marriages,  without 
obf'erving,  that  though  fome  of 
their  ufages  in  this  refped  may 
appear  fo  very  fingular,  a;id  per- 
haps blamable  according  to  our 
own  inftitutions,  yet  it  muft  be 
recolleded,  that  no  pofitive  law  of 
divine  revelation  was  promulged 
till  the  decalogue,  except  the  for- 
bidding of  murder  in  the  time  of 
Noah,  and  fhe  covenant  of  cir- 
cumcifion.  The  patriarchs  tliere- 
fore  accommodated  their  laws  to 
their  own  very  particular  fuuation. 

A  patriarch  feems  to  have  had 
the  higheft  powers  over  his  chil- 
dren and  family;  at  leaft  Lot  of- 
fers his  daughters  to  the  Sodo- 
mites, and  Abraham  obliges  his 
fon  "  Ilhmael,  together  with  all 
"  the  men  of  his  houfe,  born  in 
**  the  houfe,  and  bought  with 
"  money  of  the  flranger,"  to  be 
circumcifed.  Reuben  moreover 
ofters  to  deliver  up  his  two  fons  to 
be  (lain,  if  he  dees  not  bring  back 
Benjamin. 

This  parental  authority  was 
much  enforced  by  the  father's  be- 
ing   believed  to  have  it    in   his 
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power  to  confer  either  happinefs 
or  mifery  by  liis  bleffings  or  curfes, 
which  were  therefore  deferred  till 
extreme  old  age,  the  eyes  of  both 
Ifaac  and  Jacob  being  fo  dim  that 
they,  cannot  diftinguifh  objefts, 
when  they  pronounce  their  blef- 
fings on  their  children.  The  mo- 
ther, however,  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  fuch  power,  nor 
do  we  find  any  inftance  of  a 
daughter  being  either  blefled  or 
curfed. 

The  refpeft  to  the  father  during 
his  life  was  fuch,  that  it  fliould 
feem  the  child  was  not  permitted 
to  fit  in  his  prefence,  from  a  very 
particular  excufe  which  Rachel 
makes  on  the  occafion ;  whilll 
Jacob  fwears  by  the  fear  of  his  fa- 
ther Ifaac,  i,  e.  by  the  fear  he 
was  under  of  his  father's  difplea- 
fure.  Efau  alfo  declares  that  he 
will  kill  Jacob,  when  Ifaac  dies, 
and  Jofeph's  brethren  apprehend 
he  will  revenge  hiinfelf  on  the 
death  of  Jacob,  Gen.  xxxi,  42. 
and  L.  15. 

The  blefling  or  curfe  pronoun- 
ced by  the  father,  v/as  a  prophetic 
vifion  of  what  was  to  happen,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  revoked  or 
altered  ;  for  Ifaac  cannot  change 
what  he  hath  given  Jacob  reafon 
to  expedl  when  his  deceit  is  dif- 
covered  ;  nor  can  Jacob  be  pre- 
vailed upon  by  Jofeph  to  put  his 
right  hand  upon  his  fon  Manafl'eh, 
becaufe  greater  bleflings  were  to 
come  upon  his  younger  brother 
Ephraim.  It  appears  alfo  from 
what  hath  been  Hated,  that  the 
bleffing  was  given  by  the  father's 
putting  his  right  hand  upon  the 
head  of  the  fon  who  was  to  re- 
ceive it. 

The  parental  authority  was  en- 
deavoured to  be  fupported  as  long 


as  poflible  by  the  funeral  honoors 
paid  to  the  deceafed  patriarch, 
and  the  place  of  his  burial.  The 
firft  purchafe  that  we  hear  of  there- 
fore in  the  Old  Teftament,  is  that 
of  the  cave  of  Macpelah,  in  the 
valley  of  Mamre,  which  Abra- 
ham bought  from  the  fons  of  Heth 
(who  were  otherwife  willing  to 
accommodate  him  in  the  burying 
of  Sarah),  that  it  might  be  fecur- 
ed  to  him  and  his  defcendants, 

The  conveyance  therefore  is 
made  to  Abraham  with  all  poffible 
folemnities  and  accuracy,  in  regard 
to  the  boundaries,  which  were  de- 
livered down  to  his  grand-fon  Ja-r 
cob,  who  reminds  his  children  of 
them  when  he  is  dying,  and  re- 
quefts  to  be  interred  in  the  cave 
which  had  been  purchafed  by  hi$ 
grandfather. 

When  the  patriarch  dies,  the 
expreflion  ufed  is,  that  he  was 
gathered  unto  his  people,  with  v/hich 
Montanus'  literal  verfion  from  the  * 
Hebrew  agrees,  being  colle£lns  eji  ^ 
ad  pcpulos  fuos.  As  I  muft  owa  , 
that  1  do  not  underftand  the  mean- 
ing of  either  the  Englifli  or  Latin 
tranflation;  I  have  therefore  con- 
fuhed  the  Septuagint,  where  the 
ivords  are  '7r^offi]iBii  t^o?  tov  Kciov 
av]'/.,  which  I  tranflate,  **  the  corps 
"  nxas  produced  before  his  people,^* 
and  which  is  the  firft  fenfe  that 
Stephens  gives  to  this  verb,  citing 
Herod ian  with  regard  to  the  fune- 
ral of  Severus :   KalcfAOfy-i^nffi  //<* 

(tyopt/v  ir^oli^ittai.  L.  iv.  in  princ» 
Dio  alfo  cenfures  Tiberius  for  his 
negleft  of  Livia,  k]^  voanaav  «7r«(T- 

}Cl-!rffCl]o,   ■rfji  ^To9«I'K(J"*f  AVJO^  TT^O- 

aiS'ilc.  Dio.  L.  Ivili.  in  princ.  /xilct, 
7'j.h'](t  J'i  .  .  .  ^i^a.vco<;u\^ii 
(fc.  thecorpfe)  7oti  a^xioif  avBiri, 
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Lucianus  de  Lu6tu,  p.  807,  Ed.  becaufe  the  ceremonie?  ufed  in  the 
Bourdelor.  burial  of  Sarah,  will  then  be  bet- 

ter underftood. 

Jacob,  in  his  laft  agonies,  is  faid 
to  raife  his  feet  upon  the  bed.,  and 
therefore  lay  in  fuch  an  attitude 
that  his  corpfe,  might  be  produced 
to  his  people  (according  to  my 
tranflation  of  the  paflage)  ;  imme- 
diately after  which  Joleph  falls 
upon  his  father's  face,  weeping 
and  kiffing  it  ;  vvjiich,  with  odier 
pub'ic  lamentations,  continued  (as 
I  apprehend)  till  the  corpfe  was 
buried. 

This  laft  particular  is,  I  think, 
fairly  to  be  inferred  from  different 
paiTages  which  -relate  to  the  fune- 
ral of  Sarah. 

Sarah  died  at  fome  diftance  from 
where  Abraham  happened  to  be, 
who  therefore  comes  to  mourn  and 
weep  for  her  before  flie  is  interred; 
and  addrelTes  the  fons  of  fleth, 
the  body  of  his  'wife  hing  before 
him  ;  •'  and'  Abraham  ftood  up 
"  from  before  his  dead  gnd  fpake 
"  unto  the  fons  of  Heth."  —  In 
the  next  verfe  he  fays,  **  give  me 
"  a  burying  place  that  I  may  bury 
"  my  dead  out  of  my  fight  :""  and 
the  fame  expreifion  is  again  re- 
peated in  the  8ch  \tr^e.. 

I  have  already  obferved  how 
material  a  purchafe  the  cave  of 
Macpeiah  was  confidered  both  by 
Abraham  and  his  defcendants,  it 
being  delrined  to  receive  their  re- 
mains, and  Dr.  Shaw  informs  us, 
that  it  continues  to  be  fhewn  by 
the  Mahometans ;  he  forgets,  how- 
ever, to  mention  whetlier  it  is  a 
double  one  according  to  the  Septua- 
gint,  and  the  literal  veriion  from 
the  Hebrew,  as  fuch  a  feparation. 
muil  ftill  continue  if  the  cave  does. 

I  cannot  here  but  obferve,  that 
it  is  much  to  be  wiflied  the  travel- 
lers 
■~M  4. 


• "  Nee  tua  funera,  mater, 

"  Produxi."  Aen.  xi.  4?6. 

where  the  poet  literally  tranflates 
the  Greek  term  ufed  in  the  above 
citations  with  regard  to  funerals. 
Thus  likewife  Statins, 

'*'  Et  puerile  feretrum 

*'   Produxi,"  L,  ii.  S,  i. 

To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the 
expreffion  of  being  gathered  to  his 
people,  is  only  applied  to  the  death 
of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  ; 
from  whence  it  may  be  fairly  in- 
ferred, that  the  honour  of  produ- 
cing the  body,  and  weeping  over 
it  in  public,  was  paid  only  to  the 
head  of  the  patriarchal  family. 
Perhaps  Abraham  might  have  in- 
troduced thefe  funeral  folemnities 
after  he  had  been  in  Egypt. 

Ifhmael  indeed  is  faid  to  have, 
been  gathered  to  his  people,  in  our 
verfion  of  Gen.  xxv.  17  ;  but  the 
Septuagint  runs  -rpc^  to  yn-ci,  and 
r.ot  Tpof  Tov  hAov  ctv]'4  J  and  it 
ihould  feem,  therefore,  that  his 
corpfe  was  only  lamented  over  by 
his  relations.  If  we  confider,  how- 
ever, the  term  y-voi  to  be  ufed  in 
as  extenfive  a  fenfe  as  Aao? ,  it  muft 
be  recollecfled  that  Ifhmael,  on  the 
death  of  Abraham,  was  the  head 
of  the  patriarchal  family. 

I  fhall  now  endeavour  to  fhew 
that  this  is  the  true  fenfe  of  the 
text  from  the  particulars  which 
are  ftated  both  as  to  Sarah  and 
Jacob's  funeral ;  for  as  to  thofe  of 
Abraham  and  Ifaac,  it  is  only 
mentioned  that  they  were  gathered 
unto  their  people,  and  were  buried. 

I  fiiall  begin,  however,  with  the 
Jail  inftance,  viz.    that  of  Jacob, 


s68        ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1779. 


lers  into  the  Promifed  Land  would 
look  out  for  many  patriarchal  an- 
tiquities, if  they  happen  not  to  be 
of  a  perifliable  nature.  Thus  Dr. 
Shaw  hath  given  us  an  engraving 
of  the  rock  of  Meribah  ;  nor  do  I 
fee  greater  difRculties  in  difcover- 
ing  the  cave  near  2oar,  in  which 
Lot  and  his  daughters  lived,  than 
the  cave  of  Macpelah. 

Four  different  pillars  are  faid  to 
have  been  ere£ted  by  Jacob  in  com- 
memoration of  particular  events. 
As  it  cannot  probably  have  an- 
fwered  any  purpofe  to  deftroy 
them,  and,  on  the  contrary,  both 
Jews  and  Mohometans  profefs  an 
equal  veneration  for  the  memory 
of  the  patriarchs,  I  do  not  fee  why 
fome  remains  of  fuch  antiquities 
may  not  ftill  continue.  I  ihould 
fuppofe  likewife,  that  the  twelve 
(lones  which  Jofhua  ordered  to  be 
placed  where  the  Ifraelites  fhould 
tncamp  after  the  pafiage  of  the 
Jordan,  may  be  iUll  found  out  by 
an  inquifitive  and  perfevering  tra- 
veller. 

A  map  of  the  complete  courfe 
of  this  river  is  alfo  much  wanted, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  llations  men- 
tioned in  the  patriarchal  times, 
notwithftanding  the  labours  of  Re- 
land,  Dr.  Wells,  and  others,  who 
have  rather  taken  notice  of  the 
places  wiiich  occur  in  the  later 
books  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

If  it  be  faid  that  it  is  impofTible 
to  fettle  them  with  any  precifion, 
I  admit  the  objeftion  if  accuracy 


in  longitude  and  latitude  is  requi- 
red ;  but  circumftances  are  not 
wanting  to  fix  the  fituation  of  moil 
of  them,  fo  as  greatly  to  illuftrate 
the  book  of  Geneiis. 

Another  objedion  may  be  per- 
haps made  from  the  infecurity  to 
the  traveller,  and  the  ignorance  or 
the  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  Pro- 
mifed Land.  With  regard  to  the 
firft  of  thefe  clrcumftances,  I  have 
little  doubt  but  that  if  application, 
was  made  through  our  minifter  at 
Conftantinople,  ^  a  proper  guard 
might  be  procured  ;  but  even  thi« 
would  ilgnify  little,  unlefs  the  per-r 
fon  who  undertakes  fuch  a  journey 
can  readily  fpeak  the  language  of 
the  country  himfelf,  or  is  attended 
by  an  able  interpreter,  who  may 
afk  fuch  queftions  as  are  neceflary, 
and  which  require  no  great  faga- 
city  of  knowledge  in  theperfon  who 
is  to  give  the  anfwer. 

Daines  Barrington. 

*,*  It  is  much  to  be  wifhed 
likewife,  for  the  illuflration  of  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Claflics,  that  a 
miffionary  of  tafte  and  a  landfcape  - 
painter  were  fent  with  the  fame 
advantages  into  poetical  Thrace. 
How  little  do  we  know  of  the  river 
Siryrncn,  Mount  ^mus,  &c. — As 
for  antient  Greece,  it  hath  lately 
been  very  thoroughly  examined, 
and  the  republic  of  letters  are 
much  obliged  to  the  Society  of  the 
Dilettanti  for  the  laft  voyage  under- 
taken for  this  laudable  purpofe. 
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ODE  for  the  NEW    YEAR,    1779. 
Written  by  W.   Whiteheap,    E/^;    P.  L. 

TO  arms,  to  arms,  ye  fons  of  might. 
And  hail,  with  founds  of  war,  the  new-born  year ! 
Britannia,  from  her  rocky  height. 
Points  to  the  Gallic  coaft,  and  lifts  her  fpear. 
The  immortal  hatred,  which  by  turns. 
Wakes  and  fieeps,  with  fury  burns : 
New  caufe  of  juft  offence  has  Albion  found. 
And  lo  1  it  bleeds  afrefh  the  eternal  wound ! 

Tho'  great  in  war,  of  Ikill  pofTeft, 
Tho'  native  courage  fire  their  breall 
V/ith  ardour  for  the  public  weal. 
One  want,  at  leaft,  our  rivals  feel. 
The  want  of  freedom  damps  each  gen'roiis  aim  ; 
Whoe'er  the  lord  they  ferve,  th'  oppreflion  is  the  fame. 

Power  defpotic  rarely  knows. 
Rarely  heeds  a  fubjedl's  woes. 
By  force  it  claims,  with  grafping  hand,  '- 

Whate'er  ambition  dares  demand  : 
,  The  ravag'd  merchant,  plunder'd  fwain. 
May  pour  their  weak  complaints  in  vain  ; 
Their  private  forrows  are  their  own, 
A  tyrant  feels  not,  tho'  a  people  groan. 

O  happier  far  the  well-mix'd  ftate, 
-  Which  blends  the  Monarch's  with  the  Subjeft's  fate. 

And  links  the  fceptre  to  the  fpade. 

The  ftroke  which  wounds  the  lowlieft  clown. 

Is  infult  to  the  Britilh  crown. 
And  he  attacks  our  rights  who  dares  the  throne  invade. 

One  common  flame,  one  aftive  foul 
Pervades,  and  animates  the  whole  ; 
One  heart,  one  hand,  diredls  the  blow. 
And  hurls  the  voilied  vengeance  on  the  foe. 

ODE 
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ODE  for    His   MAJESTY'S  Birth-Day. 
By  the  fame. 

LE  T  Gallia  mourn !   th'  infulting  foe. 
Who  dar'd  to  aim  the  treach'rous  blow. 
When  loft,  fhe  thought,  in  deep  difmay. 
Forlorn,  diftrefs'd  Britannia  lay. 

Deems  flie  misfortune  e'er  can  tame. 
The  gen'rous  inborn  Britifla  flame  ? 

Is  Agincourt  fo  little  known, 
Muft  frefli  convifcion  curb  her  pride. 
Each  age  new  annals  be  fupply'd. 

Of  Gallia's  Ihame  and  our  renown  ? 

What  though  a  while  the  tempeft  Ihrouda 
Her  fummits,  and  a  night  of  clouds 

Each  rock  and  mountain  wears  ; 
Yet  foon  returns  the  flitting  breeze. 
And  brighter  o'er  her  fubjedt  feas 

The  Queen  of  Ifles  appears. 

Let.  Gallia  mourn !  th'  infulting  foe. 
Who  fees  by  all  the  winds  that  blow. 
Her  treafures  wafted  to  the  coaft. 
She  infolently  deem'd  was  loft. 

Yon  fun  that  with  meridian  rsy 
Kow  gilds  the  confecrated  day. 

When  Britain  breathes  her  annual  vow 
For  him,  the  guardian  of  her  laws. 
For  him,  who  in  her  facred  caufe 

Bids  the  red  bolt  of  vengeance  glow: 

That  very  fun,  when  Ganges  ftream 
Redden'd  beneath  his  riiing  beam. 

Saw  Britain's  banners  wave 
In  Eaftern  air,  with  honeft  pride. 
O'er  vanquifti'd  forts,  which  Gallia  tried. 

But  tried  in  vain  to  fave. 

That  very  fun,  e'er  evening  dew 
Has  dimm'd  his  radiant  orb,  will  view 
Where  Lucia's  mountains  tow'r  on  high. 
And  feem'to  prop  the  weftern  Iky, 
That  oft  contefted  ifland  own 
Allegiance  to  the  Britilh  throne. 

Like 
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Like  her  own  oak,  the  forcft's  king, 

Tho'  Britain  feels  the  blows  around  ; 
Ev'n  from  the  fteel's  infiidlive  fting 
New  force  Ihe  gains,  new  fcyons  fpring. 

And  flourilh  from  the  wound. 


ELEGY    to   Mifs   DASHWOOD. 
By     Mr.     Hammond. 

This  Elegy  has  not  yet  found  a  place  in  his  works.  In  Dodfley's 
Collcdion  there  is  an  Anfwer  to  it ;  which,  though  generally  afcri- 
bed  to  Lord  Hervey,  was  more  probably  written  by  Lady  Mary 
V/ortley  Montague. 

Say,  thou  dear  poffefTor  of  my  breaft, 
Where's  now  my  boafted  liberty  and  reft! 
Where  the  gay  moments  which  I  once  have  known  1 
O,  where  that  heart  I  fondly  thought  my  own  ! 
From  place  to  place  I  folitary  roam. 
Abroad  uncnly,  nor  content  at  home. 
I  fcorn  the  beauties  common  eyes  adore  ; 
The  more  I  view  them,  feel  thy  worth  the  more  ; 
Unmov'd  I  hear  them  fpeak,  or  fee  them  fair. 
And  only  think  on  thee,  who  art  not  there. 
In  vain  would  books  their  formal  fuccour  lend. 
Nor  wit  nor  wifdom  can  relieve  their  friend  ; 
Wit  can't  deceive  the  pain  I  now  endure. 
And  wifdom  (hews  the  ill  without  the  cure. 
When  from  thy  fight  I  wafte  the  tedious  day, 
A  thoufand  fchemes  I  form,  and  things  to  fay; 
But  when  thy  prefence  gives  the  time  I  feek. 
My  heart's  fo  full,  I  wilh,  but  cannot  fpeak. 

And  could  I  fpeak  with  eloquence  and  eafe. 
Till  now  not  ftudious  of  the  art  to  pleafe. 
Could  I,  at  woman  who  fo  oft  exclaim, 
Expofe  (nor  blufh)  thy  triumph  and  my  fliame. 
Abjure  thofe  maxims  I  fo  lately  priz'd. 
And  court  that  fex  I  foolifhly  defpis'd. 
Own  thou  haft  foften'd  my  obdurate  mind. 
And  thou  reveng'd  the  wrongs  of  womankind; 
Loft  were  my  words,  and  fruitlefs  all  my  pain^ 
In  vain  to  tell  thee,  all  I  write  in  vain  ; 
My  humble  fighs  fhail  only  reach  thy  ears. 
And  all  my  eloquence  fhall  be  my  tears. 

And  now  (for  more  I  never  muft  pretend) 
Hear  me  not  as  thy  lover,  but  thy  friend  j 

Thoufands 
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Thoufands  will  fain  thy  little  heart  enfrare. 
For  without  danger  none  like  thee  are  fair  ; 
But  wifely  choofe  who  beft  deferves  thy  flame. 
So  fhall  the  choice  itfelf  become  thy  fame  ; 
Nor  yet  defpife,  though  void  of  winning  art. 
The  plain  and  honeft  courtfhip  of  the  heart  : 
The  fkilful  tongue  in  love's  perfuafive  lore. 
Though  lefs  it  feels,  will  pleafe  and  flatter  more. 
And,  meanly  learned  in  that  guilty  trade. 
Can  long  abufe  a  fond,  unthinking  maid. 
And  fince  their  lips,  fo  knowing  to  deceive. 
Thy  unexperienc'd  youth  might  foon  believe'; 
And  fince  their  tears,  in  falfe  fubmiflion  dreft. 
Might  thaw  the  icy  coldnefs  of  thy  breaft ; 
O  !  fliut  thine  eyes  to  fuch  deceitful  woe  : 
Caught  by  the  beauty  of  thy  outward  fliow, 
Like  me  they  do  not  love,  whate'er  they  fecm. 
Like  me — with  pafTion  founded  on  efteem. 


Verfes  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Boscawen,  a  Son  of  the  late  A<}miraly 
luho  njuas  unfortunately  dronvneJ,  as  he  ivas  bathing  in  a  Pond  belonging 
to  Sir  Charles  Price  c/"  Jamaica. 

Written  near  his  Grave  by  Dr.  W o  l  c  o  t  . 

FORLORN,  from  fhade  to  (hade  I  rove. 
By  friendfliip's  facred  fpirit  led. 
Where  honor  wraps  the  twilight  grove, 
That  glooming  feems  to  mourn  the  dead. 

Dear  youth  !  tho'  hence  I  wander  far. 
Thy  fate  will  cloud  each  riling  morn  ; 

And  lo !  with  evening's  dewy  flar. 
My  tears  fliall  bathe  thy  diftant  urn. 

Remembrance  often,  with  a  figh. 
Shall  view  the  fpot  where  many  a  maid, 
"    And  many  a  luain,  with  Avimming  eye. 
The  tender  rite  of  forrow  paid. 

Remembrance  often  fliall  impart 
The  fm.ile  of  blifs  on  Albion's  brow. 

When  kijidling  in  thy  youthful  heart, 
She  faw  the  beam  of  I'alour  glow. 

Yes — Albion's  genius  with  amaze 
Did  oft  thy  warrior  looks  devour ; 

Proud  to  behold  thy  eagle  gaze. 
High  flx'd  on  gIor)''s  ftar-clad  tower ! 
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How  few  the  fighs  of  Virtue  mourn  ! 
For  few,  alas)  !    che  friends  Ihe  knows —  '  ' 

Yet,  here  Ihe  moves  a  Pilgrim  lorn. 
To  bid  her  fon  in  peace  repofe. 

Wich  Sculpture,  let  the  Marble  groan. 
Where  Flattery  mocks  the  lifelefs  ear — 

How  nobler  far  thy  namelefs  Itone, 
Embalm'd  by  Pity's  fimple  tear ! 

On  her  My  fiy's  rehullding  the  Lodgings  of  the  Black  Prince,  and  Henry  V. 
at  Queen's  College,  Oxford. 

^v  Mr.  TiCKELL.      [Net  printed  in  his  Works.) 

HERE  bold  and  graceful  foars,  fecure  of  fame, 
The  pile,  now  worthy  great  Philippa's  name, 
Tviark  that  old  ruin,  Gothic  and  uncouth, 
Where  the  Black  Edward   pafs'd  his  beardlefs  youth  ; 
And  the  Flfch  Henry,  for  his  firft  renown, 
Ouc-ibipp'd  each  rival,  in  a  ftudent's  gown. 

In  chat  coarfe  age,  were  Princes  fond  to  dwell 
V/ith  meagre  monks,  and  haunt  the  filent  cell : 
Sent  from  the  Monarch's  to  the  Mufe's  court. 
Their  meals  were  frugal,  and  their  fleeps  were  fhort ; 
To  couch  at  curfeu-time  they  thought  no  fcorn. 
And  froze  at  matins  every  winter-morn  ; 
They  read,  an  early  book,  the  Itarry  frame. 
And  liip'd  each  conftellation   by  its  name; 
Art,  after  art,   ftill  dawning  to  their  view. 
And  their  mind  opening,  as  their  llature  grew. 

Yet,  whofe  ripe  manhood  fpread  our  fame  fo  far, 
S  iges  in   peace,  and  demi-gods  in  war! 
Who,  ftern  in  fight,  made  echoing  Creffi  ring, 
Ar.d,  mild  in  conqueft,  ferv'd  his  captive  King? 
Who  gain'd,  at  Agincourt,  the  vigor's  bays. 
Nor  touk  himfelf,  but  gave  good  Heaven  the  praife  •' 
Thy  nurfelings,  ancient  dome!   to  virtue  form'd  ; 
To  mercy  liitening,  whilft  in  fields  they  ftorm'd  ; 
Fierce  to  the  fierce  j  and  warm  th'  oppreft  to  fave ; 
Through  life  rever'd,  and  worfhip'd  in  the  grave. 

In  tenfold  pride  their  mouldering  roofs  fhall  fhine, 
The  ftately  work  of  bounteous  Caroline  ; 
And  bleft  PhilJppa,  with  urenvious  eyes. 
From  Heaven  behold  her  rival's  fabric  rife. 
If  ftill,  bright  faint,  this  fpct  deferves  thy  care, 
Incline  thee  ro  th'  ambitious  Mufe'^  prayer: 

O,  could'ft 
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O,  could'ft  thou  win  young  William's  bloom  to  grace 
His  mother's  walls,  and  fill  thy  Edward's  place. 
How  would  that  genius,  whofe  propitious  wings 
Have  here  twice  hover'd  o'er  the  fons  of  Kings, 
Defcend  triumphant  to  his  ancient  feat, 
And  take  in  charge  a  third  Plantagenet  I 

JUPITER    and  MERCURY;  a  Fable.     Written  fame  Time  after 
Dr.  Goldsmith's  Poetn  of  Retaliation. 

Bj  David  Garrick,  Efq. 

'ERE,  Hermes,  fays  Jove,  who  with  neclar  was  mellow, 

Go  fetch  me  fome  clay,  I'll  make  an  odd  fellow  ; 

Right  and  wrong  fhall  be  jumbled,  much  gold  and  fome  drofs; 

Without  caufe  be  he  pleas'd,  without  caufe  be  he  crofs. 

Be  fure,  as  I  work,  to  throw-in  contradiftions ; 

A  great  love  of  truth,  yet  a  mind  turn'd  to  fidlions : 

Kow  mix  thefe  ingredients,   which,    warm'd  in  the  baking. 

Turn  to  learning  and  gaming,  religion  and  raking. 

With  the  love  of  a  wench,  let  his  writings  be  chafte; 

Tip  his  tongue  with  ftrange  matter,  his  pen  with  line  tafle : 

That  the  Rake  and  the  Poet  o'er  all  may  prevail. 

Set  fire  to  the  head,  and  fet  fire  to  the  tail: 

For  the  joy  of  each  fex,  on   the  world  I'll  beftow  it. 

This  fcholar,  rake,  chriftian,  dupe,  gamefter,   and  poet; 

Though  a  mixture  fo  odd,  he  lliall  merit  great  fame. 

And,  amongft  other  mortals,  be   Goldfmith  his  name !  ^' 

When  on  earth  this  ftrange  meteor  no  more  fhall  appear. 

You,  Hermes,  ftiall  fetch  him — to  make  us  fport  here. 

LINES  occajioned  by  the  intended  Demolition  o/'Friar  Bacon's  Study 

in  Oxford. 

ROGER!  if  with  thy  magic  glaffes 
Running,  thou  fee'ft  below  what  paffes. 
As  when  on  earth  thou  didft  defcry 
With  them  the  wonders  of  the  flcy — 
Look  down  on  yon  devoted  walls ! 
Oh  !  fave  them — ere  thy  Study  falls ! 
Or  to  thy  votaries  quick  impart 
The  fecret  of  thy  tnyjiic  art : 
Teach  us,  ere  Learning's  quite  forfaken. 
To  honour  thee,  and— y«i/^  our  Bacon  !    ' 


VERSES 
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VERSES  hy  Henry  Fox,   Efq.  afterwards  Lord  Holland,  to  a 
Lady,  •with  an  artijicial  Roje, 

'AIR  copy  of  the  faireft  flower. 
Thy  colours  equal  Nature's  power; 
Thou  haft  the  Rofe's  bluftiing  hue. 
Art  full  as  pleafing  to  the  view : 
Go,  then,  to  Chloe's  lovely  breaft, 
Whofe  fweetnefs  can  give  all  the  rell. 
But  if  at  firft  thy  artful  make 
Her  hafty  judgment  fhould  miftake. 
And  fhe  grow  peevifli  at  the  cheat. 
Urge  'twas  an  innocent  deceit. 
And  fafely  too  thou  may 'ft  aver. 
The  firft  I  ever  us'd  to  her. 
Then  bid  her  mark,  that,  as  to  view. 
The  Rofe  has  nothing  more  than  you; 
That  fo,  if  to  the  eye  alone 
Her  wondrous  beauty  ftie  made  known  ; 
That,  if  (he  never  will  difpenfe 
A  trial  to  fome  fweeter  fenfe ; 
Nature  no  longer  we  prefer. 
Her  very  picture  equals  her. 
Then  whifper  gently  in  her  ear. 
Say,  foftly,  if  the  bluftiing  fair 
Should  to  fuch  good  advice  incline. 
How  much  I  wifh  that  trial  mine. 

ne  First  /s/"  November;  or,  the  Winter's  Walk. 
^  Dr.  Johnson. 

BEHOLD,  my  Fair,  where'er  we  rove. 
What  dreary  profpeds  round  us  rife  ! 
The  naked  hill,  the  leaflefs  grove. 
The  hoary  ground,  the  frowning  flties  I 

Nor  only  through  the  wafted  plain. 
Stern  Winter,  is  thy  force  confefs'd  ; 

Still  wider  fpreads  thy  horrid  reign; 
I  feel  thy  pow'r  ufurp  my  breaft. 

Enllv'ning  Hope  and  fond  Defire 
Refign  the  heart  to  Spleen  and  Care  ; 

Scarce  frighted  Love  maintains  her  fire. 
And  Rapture Taddens  to  defpair. 

la 


176       ANNUAL  REGISTER,    17/9. 

In  groundlefs  hope,  and  caufclefs  fear. 
Unhappy  man  !   beheld  thy  doom 

Still  changiog  with   the  changeful  year. 
The  ilave  of  fun-fhine  and  of  gloom. 

Tir'd  with  vain  joys  and  falfe  alarms. 
With  mental  and  corporeal  ftrife, 
V     Snatch  ine,  my  Stella,  to  thy  arms. 
And  fcreen  me  from  the  ills  of  life. 


ExtraSi  from    n   Monody  to  the  Memory   of  Mr.  Gar  rick;    hy  Mr, 
Sheridan.     Spoken  at  Drury-Lane  Theatre. 

AMID  the  arts  which  feek  ingenuous   fame. 
Our  toil  attempts  the  moft  precarious  claia* ! 
To  him,  whofe  mimic  pencil  wins  the  prize. 
Obedient  Fame  immorcal  wreaths   fupplies  : 
Whate'er  of  wonder  Reynolds  now  may  raifc, 
Raphael  Hill  boafts  cotemporary  praife  : 
Each   dazzling   light,   and  gaudier  bloom   fubJu"d, 
With  undiminifh'd  awe  his  vVorks  are  view'd : 
E'en  Beauty's  portrait  wears  a  fofter  prime, 
Touch'd  by  the  tender  hand  of  mellowing  Time.. 

The  patient  Sculptor  owns  an  humbler  part, 
A  ruder  toil,  and  more  mechanic  art; 
Content  with  flow  and  timorous  ftroke  to  trace 
The  lingerlrfg  line,  and  mould  the  tardy  grace  : 
But  once  atchieved — tho' barbarous  wreck  o'erthrow 
The  facred  Fane,  and  lay  its  glories  low. 
Yet  (hall  the  fculptuV'd  Ruin  rife  to-day, 
Grac'd  by  defeft,  and  worlhip'd  in  decay  ; 
Th'  enduring  record  bears  the  artill's  name. 
Demands  his  honours,  and  alferts  his  fame. 

Superior  hopes  the  poet's  bofom  fire — 
O  prowd  diftinft'on  of  the  facred  lyre!  — 
Wide  as   th'  infpiring  Phcebus  darts  his  ray, 
DifFufive  fplendor  gilds  his  votary's  lay. 
\  Whether  the  fong  heroic  woes  rehearfe. 

With  epic  grandeur,  and  the  pomp  of  verfe  ; 
Or,  fondly  gay,  with  unambitious  guile 
Attempt  no  prize  but  favouring  Beauty's  fmile ; 
Or  bear  dejedted  to  the  lonely  grove 
The  fofc  defpair  of  unprevailing  love, — 
Whate'er  the  theme — thro'  every  age  and  clim« 
Congenial  paflions  meet  th*   according  rhyme  ; 
The  pride  of  glory — Pity's  figh  fincere — 
Youth's  earlieil  blufh — and  Beauty's  virgin  tear. 
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Such  is  their  meed — their  honours  thus  fecure. 
Whole  arts  yield  objefts,  and  whofe  works  endure. 
The  Aflor  only,  flirinks  from  times  award  ; 
Feeble  tradition   is  His  Memory's  guard  ; 
By  whofe   faint  breath  his  m-'rits  muft  abide, 
Unvouch'd  by  proof — to  fubllance  unallied  ! 
Ev'n  matchlefs  Garrick's  art,  to  Heav'n  refign'd^ 
No  fix'd  eJfeft,  no  model  leaves  behind  I 

The  Grace  o{  J Ji ion— the  adapted  Mien 
Faithful  as  Nature  to  the  varied  fcene  ; 
Th'  exprejjl-vs  Glance— whoCe  fubtle  comment  draws 
Entranc'd  attention,  and  a  mute  applaufe  ; 
Grjho-e  that  marks,  with  force  and  feLling  fraught, 
A  fenfe  in  filence,  and  a  will  in  thought; 
Har/r.onious  Speech,  whofe  pure  and  liquid  tone 
Gives  verfe  a  mufic,  fcarce  confefs'd  us  own; 
As  light  from  gems  alfumes  a  blighter  ray. 
And  cloathed  with  orient  hues,  tranfcends  the  day  !  — 
PaJJton\  wild  break— and  Fro-v.m  that  awes  the  fenfci 
And  every  Charm  of  gentler  Eloquence — 
All  periihable  '.—like  the  eledlric  tire 
But  ftrike  the  frame— and  as  they  ilrike  expire; 
Incenfe  too  pure  a  bodied  flame   to  bear. 
It's  fragrance  charms  the  fenfe,  and  blends  with  air. 

We  are  obliged  to  the  Writer  of  the  Elegy  on  the  Marchioncfs  of  Ta- 
"  viftock*,  for  the  following  original  Pieces. 

DITTY. 

The  Meafure  adapted  to  an  old  ?}ioiirnfiil  Tune. 

WHILST  the  children  of  firtune  with  int'refted  pralfCi 
To  the  joys  in  poITeffion  ftill  tune  their  fond  lays  ; — 
The  fon  of  affliftion,  unbrib'd,   will  deplore 
Thofejoys,  and  thofe  charms,  which   now  are  no  more. 
For  the  fweetelt  of  maids  was  my  Betty  ; — 
And  the  joy  of  all  hearts  was  my  Betty. 

Her  looks  were  more  pleafmg  than  the  bloom  of  fweet  May, 
And  her  eyes  were  the  fun  that  enli?hten'd  my  day  ; 
Her  accents  could  torture,  or  pailion  beguile  ; 
But  who'll  fmg  the  rapture  that  hung  on  her  fmile? 
For,  &:c. 

*  See  Ann.  Reg.  for  1768.  vol.  XT.  Poetical  Article,  p.  T.^'i. 
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All  nature  around  me  is  joyful  and  gay, — 
The  trees  fhoot  their  buds,  and  the  flovv'rs  deck  their  May; 
No  void  in  creation's  bright  fpace  is  defcried. 
Save  that,  which  the  life  of  my  foul  once  fupplied. 
For,  Sec. 

But  the  funfliine  of  life  now  for  ever  is  fiown  ; 
Unpided  my  grief,  and  unblell  is  my  moan  ; 
In  ibrrow,  and  darknefs,  I  pafs  the  long  day, 
Whilil:  anguiih  new  tunes  the  fad  voice  of  each  lay. 
For,  &c. 

Thus,  difcolour'd,  and  jaundic'd,  all  objects  appear  ; 
He  hates  joy  in  others,  who's  loft  all  that's  dear. 
Like  the  Ihades  of  the  haplefs,  I  feek  the  fllll  night. 
And  haunt  in  the  gloom  each  paft  fcene  of  delight. 

For  the  fvveeteft  of  maids  was  my  Betty  ; 

And  the  joy  of  all  hearts  was  my  Betty. 


IMPROMPTU, 

tEYOND  all  climates,  far  above  all  fkies. 
The  foul  that  once  inform'd  my  Silvia  Hies  : 
May  guardian  angels  ftill  point  out  its  way. 
Through  all  the  regions  of  eternal  day  ; 
May  heavenly  love  flill  blefs  that  tender  mind, 
"Whic!h  ever  was  with  love  and  truth  combin'd. 
And  that  her  joys  unmix'd  with  care  may  flow. 
Conceal,  kind  heaven,  from  her  my  heart-felt  wee. 


EXPOSTULATION. 

OOR,  throbbing  heart  I  a  while  refrain  ! 
__      I  fink  beneath  thy  woe  ; 
O  !  grant  a  fhort  recefs  from  pain. 
For  fliort  the  fpace  we  go. 

No  fortune  can  our  fate  reprieve. 
So  wretched  is  our  ftrife  ; 
For  you  can  only  live  to  grieve. 
And  grief  cuts  me  from  life. 


Account 
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Prefaces,  Biographical  and  Critical, 
to  the  Works  c/"/;^^  Englifh  Poets; 
i^  Samuel  Johnfon,  ^'vol.  \zmo. 

THE  many  and  efiential  be- 
neiits,  that  Englifh  literature 
hath  already  derived  from  the  la- 
bours of  Dodor  Samuel  Johnfon, 
have  long  been  fubjefts  of  general 
obfervation  and  experience.  The 
merit  of  having  given  preciiion 
and  ftability  to  our  language  be- 
longs almofl:  exclulively  to  him. 
Like  virtue,  it  is  a  merit  that 
will  be  its  own  reward.  In  guard- 
ing our  tongue  againft  the  innova- 
tions of  time,  he  has  provided 
the  bell  fecurity  for  his  own  fame, 
and,  as  it  were,  connefted  his  re- 
putation with  the  very  exiftence 
of  our  language.  It  remained,  to 
form  the  judgment  and  tafte  of 
the  nation  on  the  fame  folid  bafis, 
on  which  he  had  ellablifhed  its 
vocabulary.  This  tafk  he  has 
performed  with  his  ufual  ability 
in  the  work  now  before  us  ;  in 
which  he  hath  undertaken  to 
write  criticifms  on  that  clafs  of  our 
writers,  which  affords  the  moft 
confpicuous,  as  well  as  the  moft 
numerous  inftances  of  beauties  and 
of  faults   of  every  fort. 

Criticifm   has    been   very  juftly 
sonfidered  as  the  laft  fruit  of  literary 


experience.  An'  early  acquaintance 
with  authors  of  eUablifhed  reputa- 
tion, a  frequent  intercourfe  with 
the  men  of  genius  of  our  own 
times,  and  a  competent  fhare  of 
natural  abilities,  are  fufficient  to 
form  thofe  habits  of  difcriminanon, 
which  enable,  what  is  ufually  called 
a  man  of  tajie,  to  pronounce  with 
great  accuracy  on  the  merits  of  .li- 
terary produdlions.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  philofopher,  by  maxims 
drawn  from  the  nature  of  things, 
the  ilrudture  of  the  human  mind, 
and  the  operation  of  the  pafiions, 
may  arrive  at  an  equal  degree  of 
certainty  in  tracing  out  the  efFeds 
of  art,  and  laying  down  rules  for 
producing  them.  But  the  bufinefs 
of  criticifm  does  not  end  here.  To 
trace  the  gradual  progrefs  and  im- 
provement of  cur  taile,  and  point 
out  the  caufes  that  have  tended  to 
retard  or  promote  it;  to  compre- 
hend as  it  were  in  one  view  the 
whole  circle  of  the  arts  and 
fciences,  to  fee  their  mutual  con- 
nexions and  dependencies,  and  to 
invefticrate  the  efieds  which  at  va- 
nous  times  they  have  produced  on 
each  other,  are  objefts  of  general 
c-riticifm,  important  in  thejiiielves, 
and  which  require  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  feveral  fubjefts 
on  which  they  depend.  In  occa" 
N  2  Jicnal 
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jhnal     critktfm,     exienfive     expe- 
rience is  Hill   more   filentlally  ne- 
celTary. — In   art,    as    in    morality, 
great   excellence   is    always  nearly 
allied  to  fame  kindred  fault.     The 
beauties  and  defedls  of  compofition 
are    not   only  connefted  with,   but 
frequently  arife   out  of  each  other. 
The    abfurd    conceits    and    extra- 
vagant   fancies,   which    difgiift    or 
Hiock   the  reader  in    the    juvenile 
poems  of  our  bell  poets,    were  the 
true  feeds  and  germs,  which  after- 
wards ripened,    by   proper  culture, 
into    the    moil    luxuriant    harveils. 
But   this   chymical   procefs,    if  we 
may  be  allowed  the  expreifion,  of 
genius,   in    which,    iUl!    preferving 
fome   analogy  to  its   prilline  form, 
it  is  tranfinuted  into  a  fubllance  of 
a  more  valuable  kind,   is  not  eafily 
to    be   purfued,    except    by   thofe, 
whofe    own    experience    hath    ad- 
mitted them  into  the  fecrets  of  the 
art.     Such  an  adept  we  may  fairly 
fuppofe  our  learned   critic    to    be. 
Our    readers    have    had     fufacient 
proofs  of  it,  in  the  extracts  we  have 
already    inferted.     The    following 
ch.iradlers  of  Waller   and    Drydea 
are  in  the  fame  maderly  (lyle. 

*'  As  much  of  Waller's  reputa- 
tion was  owed  to  the  foftncfs  and 
fmoothnefs  of  his  numbers  ;  it  is 
proper  to  confidcr  thofe  minute 
particulars  to  which  a  verfifyer  muH 
attend. 

"  He  certainly  very  much  excel- 
led in  fmoothnefs  mod  of  the  writers 
who  were  living  when  his  poetry 
commenced.  The  poets  of  Eliza- 
beth had  attained  an  art  of  modu- 
Jation,  which  was  afterwards  neg- 
jccted  or  forgotten.  Fairfax  was 
acknowledged  by  him  as  his  mo- 
del ;  and  he  might  have  lludied 
with  advantage  the  poem  of  Da- 
vies,  wiiich,  though  merely  philo- 


fophical,  yet  feldom  leaves  the  car 
ungratined. 

"  But  he  was  rather  fmooth  than 
flrong  ;  of  the  full  refcund'.ng  line, 
which  Pope  attributes  to  Dryden, 
he  has  given  very  few  examples. 
The  critical  decifion  has  given  the 
praife  of  llrength  to  Denham,  and 
of  fweetnefs  to  Waller. 

"  His  excellence  of  verfification 
has  fome  abatemenc-.  He  ufes  the 
expletive  do  very  frequently  ;  and 
though  he  lived  to  fee  it  almoil  uni- 
verfally  ejeded,  was  not  more 
careful  to  avoid  ic  in  his  lall  com- 
pofitions  than  in  his  firll.  i^raife 
had  given  him  confidence  ;  and 
finding  the  world  fatisfied,  he  fa- 
tisfied  himfelf. 

"  His  rhymes  are  fometimcs  weak 
words  :  fo  is  found  to  nake  the 
rhyme  twice  in  ten  lines,  and  oc- 
curs often  as  a  rhyme  through  his 
book. 

"  Hisdouble  rhymes  in  heroick 
verfe  have  been  cenfured  by  Mrs. 
Phillips,  who  was  his  rival  in  the 
tranflation  of  Corneille's  Pompey  ; 
and  more  faults  might  be  found, 
were  not  the  enquiry  below  atten- 
tion. 

"  He  fometimes  ufes  the  obfelete 
termination  of  verbs,  as  •v.-axeth, 
a£\deth\  and  fometimes  retains 
the  final  fyllable  of  the  preterite, 
as  amazed,  J'uppoj'ed ;  of  which  I 
know  not  whether  it  is  not  to  the 
detriment  of  our  language  that  we 
haie  totally  rejefled  them. 

"  Of  triplets  he  is  fparing  ;  but 
he  did  not  wholly  forbear  them  :  ot 
an  Alexandrine  he  has  given  no 
example. 

"  The  general  chara£ler  of  his 
poetry  is  elegance  and  gaiety.  He 
is  never  pathetick,  and  very  rarely 
fabiime.  He  feems  neither  to  have 
had  a  mind  much  elevated  by  na- 
ture. 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOKS. 


i8i 


tare,  ft'or  amplified  by  learning. 
His  thoughts  are  fuch  as  a  liberal 
Converfation  and  large  acquain- 
tance with  life  would  eafily  lap- 
ply.  They  had  however,  then 
perhaps,  that  grace  of  novelty, 
v^hich  they  are  n  nv  often  fuppofed 
to  want  by  thofe  who,  having  al- 
ready found  them  in  later  books, 
do  not  know  or  enquire  who  pro- 
duced them  fiiih  This  treatment 
is  unjult.  Let  not  the  original 
audior  lofe  by  his  imitators. 

"  Praife  however  fiiould  be  due 
before  it  is  given.  The  author  of 
Waller's  Life  afcribes  to  him  the 
fird  pratflice,  of  what  Erythra^us 
and  fome  late  critics  call  jUitera- 
tion,  of  ufing  in  the  fame  verfe 
many  words  beginning  with  the 
fame  letter.  But  this  knack,  what- 
ever be  its  value,  was  {o  frequent 
among  our  early  writers,  that  Gaf- 
coign,  a  writer  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  warns  the  young  poet 
againlt  affeding  it ;  and  Shake- 
fpeare  in  the  Muijummer  Nig/jl's 
Dream  is  fuppofed  to  ridicule  it. 

*'  He  borrows  too  many  of  his 
fentiments  andilluflrations  from  the 
old  Mythology,  for  which  it  is 
vain  to  plead  the  example  of  the 
ancient  poets :  the  deities  which 
they  introduced  lo  frequently,  were 
confidered  as  realities,  fo  far  as  to 
be  received  by  the  imagination, 
whatever  foher  reafon  mi^,ht  even 
then  determine.  But  of  thefe  ima- 
ges lime  has  tarniflied  the  fplen- 
dor.  A  fidion,  not  only  deteded 
but  defpifed,  can  never  afford  a 
folid  bafis  to  any  pofition,  though 
fometimes  it  may  furnilh  a  tran- 
fient  allufion,  or  llight  illuftration. 
No  modern  monarch  can  be  much 
ex.ihed  by  hearing  that,  as  Her- 
cules had  had  hi^  clah,  he  has  his 


"  But  of  the  praife  of  Waller, 
though  much  may  be  taken  away, 
much  will  remain  ;  for  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  he  added  fomething 
to  our  elegance  of  didlion,  and 
fomething  to  our  propriety  of 
thought;  and  to  him  may  be  ap- 
plied what  Taffo  faid,  with  equal 
fpirit  and  juliiL-e,  of  him.felf  and 
Guarini,  when,  having  perufed  the 
Pajior  Fido,  he  cried  out,  *'  If  he 
"  had  not  read  Amiiita,  he  had 
"   not  excelled  it." 

From  the  Preface  to  Milton's 
works,  we  have  already  given  our 
readers  a  large  extract.  The  poet 
who  follows  next  in  the  lerie-,,  is 
the  celebrated  author  of  Hudihrafs. 
The  original  idea  of  this  poem  is, 
he  thinks,  undoubtedly  to  be  found 
in  the  hillory  of  Don  Quixotre. 
"  Cervantes,  he  obferves,  fliews 
a  man  who  having  by  the  incef- 
fant  perufal  of  incredible  tales, 
fubjecled  his  underitanding  to  his 
imagination,  and  familiarifed  his 
mind  by  pertinacious  meditation 
to  think  of  incredible  events,  and 
fcenes  of  impofiible  exigence,  goes 
out  in  t!ie  pride  of  knighthood  to 
redrefs  wrongs  and  defend  virgins, 
to  refcue  captive  princeiTes  and. 
tumble  ufurpers  from  their  thrones  ; 
attended  by  a  'iquire,  whofe  cun- 
ning, too  low  for  the  fufpicjon  of 
a  generous  mind,  enables  him  of- 
ten to  cheat  his  rr.after. 

*'  The  hero  of  Butler,  is  a'Pref- 
byterian  juilice,  who  in  the  confi- 
dence of  legal  authority,  and  the 
rage  of  zealous  ignorance,  ranges 
the  country  to  reprefs  fuperttition, 
and  ccrreft  abufes,  accompanied 
by  an  Independar.t  clerk,  difputa- 
tious  and  obitinate,  with  whon.\ 
he  often  debates,  but  never  con- 
quers him. 

N  I  **  Cer* 
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*'  Cervantes  had  fo  much  kind- 
refs  for  Don  Quixotte,  that,  how- 
ever he  embaralTes  him  with  ab- 
furd  diftrefles,  he  gives  him  fo 
much  fenfe  and  virtue  as  may  pre- 
ferve  our  efleem  ;  wherever  he  is, 
or  whatever  he  does,  he  is  made 
by  matchlefs  dexterity  commonly 
ridiculous,  but  never  contempti- 
ble. 

"  But  for  poor  Hudibrafs,  his 
poet  had  no  tendernef^ ;  he  chufes 
not  that  any  pity  {hould  be  fhewn, 
or  r'efpedl  paid  him  ;  he  gives  him 
up  at  once  to  laughter  and  con- 
tempt, without  any  quality  that 
can  d;gnify  or  proie6l. 

'*  In  forming  the  charafter  of 
Hudibrafs,  and  defcribing  his  per- 
fon  and  liabiiiments,  the  author 
feems  to  labour  with  a  tumultuous 
confufion  of  difiimilar  ideas.  He 
had  read  the  hillory  of  the  mock 
knight-errant;  he  knew  the  no- 
tions and  manner  of  a  Prcfbylerian 
inagiArate,  and  tried  to  unite  the 
abfurdities  of  both,  however  dif- 
tant,  in  one  perfonage. — Thus  he 
gave  him  that  pedantic  oftentation 
of  knovvlec^ge  which  has  no  rela- 
tion to  chivalry;  and  loads  him 
with  martial  encumbrances  that 
can  add  nothing  to  his  civil  dig- 
nity. He  fends  him  put  a  cclo- 
mlling,  and  yet  never  brings  him 
within  fight  of  war." 

Dryden  follows  Butler,  and  our 
learned  critic  has  paid  him  the  am- 
ple and  liberal  attention  he  {o  well 
deferves.  It  is  not  eafy  to  make 
feledions  from '  an  author,  who 
writes  with  fo  much  judgment  as 
Pr.  Johnfon,  without  doing  great 
injij<h"ce  to  the  parts.  The  two 
following  extrads,  which  contain 
his  opinion  on  the  profe  arid  poe- 
tical   language    of    Dryden,    are 
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written  with  great  fpirit,  learning, 
and  penetration. 

"  Criticifm,  either  didaftic  or 
defenfive,  occupies  almoll  all  his 
profe,  except  thofe  pages  which  he 
has  devoted  to  his  patrons ;  but 
none  of  his  prefaces  were  ever 
thought  tedious.  They  have  nCt 
the  formality  of  a  fettled  flyle,  in 
which  the  flrll  half  of  the  fentence 
betrays  the  other.  The  claufes  are 
never  balanced,  nor  the  periods 
modelled  ;  every  word  ^  feems  to 
drop  by  chance,  though  it  falls 
into  its  proper  place.  Nothing  is 
cold  or  languid  ;  the  whole  is  airy, 
animated,  and  vigorous;  what  is 
little,  is  gay ;  what  is  great,  is 
fplendid.  He  may  be  thought  to 
mention  himfelf  too  frequently  ; 
but  while  he  forces  himielf  upon 
our  elleem,  we  cannot  refufe  him 
to,  ftand  high  in  his  own.  Every 
thing  is  excufed  by  the  play  of 
images  and  the  fpritelinefs  of  ex- 
preffion.  Though  all  is  eafy,  no- 
thing is  feeble  ;  though  all  feems 
carelefs,  there  is  nothing  harfh  ; 
and  though,  fincehis  earlier  works, 
more  than  a  century  has  paffed, 
they  have  nothing  yet  uncouth  or 
obfolete. 

"  He  who  writes  much,  will  not 
eafily  efcape  a  manner,  fuch  a  re- 
currence c/ particular  modes  as  may 
be  eafily  noted.  Dryden  is  always 
another  tmd  the  fame,  he  does  not 
exhibit  a  fecond  time  the  fame 
elegancies  in  the  fame  form,  nor 
appears  to  have  any  art  other  than 
that  of  exprefling  with  clearnefs 
what  he  thinks  with  vigour.  His 
ftyle  could  not  eafily  be  imitated, 
either  ferioufly  or  ludicroufly,  for 
being  always  equable  and  always 
varied,  it  has  no  prominent  or  dif- 
crimiuative  charafters.  The  beauty 
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who  isjotally  free  from  difpropor- 
tion  of  parts  and  features  cannot 
be  ridiculed  by  an  overcharged  re- 
femblance." 

From  his  profe,  however,  as 
Dr.  Johnfon  properly  remarks, 
Dryden  derives  only  his  accidental 
and  fecondary  praife  j  "  the  vene- 
ration, continues  he,  with  which 
his  name  is  pronounced  by  every 
cultivator  of  Englifh  literature,  is 
paid  to  him  as  he  refined  the  lan- 
guage, improved  the  fentiments, 
and  tuned  the  numbers  of  Englifii  ■ 
poetry. 

V  •*  After  about  half  a  century  of 
forced  thoughts,  and  rugged  metre, 
fome  advances  towards  nature  and 
harmony  had  been  already  made 
by  Waller  and  Denham  ;  they  had 
fhewn  that  long  difcourfcs  in  rhyme 
grew  more  pleafing  when  they  were 
broken  into  couplets,  and  that 
verfe  confifted  not  only  in  the 
number  but  the  arrangement  of  fyl- 
lables. 

♦*  But  tho'ugh  they  did  much, 
who  can  deny  that  they  left  much 
to  do  ?  Their  works  were  not 
many,  nor  were  their  minds  of  very 
ample  comprehenfion.  More  ex- 
amples of  more  modes  of  compofi- 
tion  were  neceflary  for  the  efiablifh- 
ment  of  regularity,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  propriety  in  word  and 
thought. 

*'  Every  language  of  a  learned 
ration  necefTarily  divides  itfelf  into 
didion  fcholaftic  and  popular,  grave 
and  familiar,  elegant  and  grofs  ; 
and  from  a  nice  diilinftion  of  thefe 
different  parts,  arifes  a  great  part 
of  the  beauty  of  ftyle.  But'if  we 
except  a  few  minds,  the  favourites 
of  nature,  to  whom  their  own  ori- 
ginal reilitude  was  in  the  place  of 
rales,  this  delicacy  of  feledlion  was 
little  known  to  our  authors  j  our 


fpeech  lay  before  them  in  a  heap 
ofconfufion,  and  every  man  took 
for  every  purpofe  what  chance  might 
oifer  him. 

'•  There  was  therefore  before  the 
time  of  Dryden  no  poetical  dic- 
tion, no  fyltem  of  words  at  once 
refined  from  the  groflhefs  of  do- 
meftic  ufe,  and  free  from  the  harll;- 
nefs  of  terms  appropriated  to  par- 
ticular arts.  Words  too  familiar, 
or  too  remote,  defeat  the  purpofe 
of  a  poet.  From  thofe  founds 
which  we  hear  on  fmall  or  oa 
coarfe  occafions,  we  do  not  eafily 
receive  ftrong  imprefiions,  or  de- 
lightful images,  and  words  to  which 
we  are  nearly  flrangers,  whenever 
they  occur,  draw  that  attention  oa 
them  (elves  which  they  fhould  con- 
vey to  things. 

*'  Thofe  happy  combinations  of 
words  which  diflinguifh  poetry 
from  profe,  had  been  rarely  at- 
tempted ;  we  had  few  elegancies  or 
flowers  of  fpeech,  the  rofes  had 
not  yet  been  plucked  from  the 
bramble,  or  different  colours  had 
not  been  joined  to  enliven  one 
another. 

."  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
Waller  and  Denham  could  have 
overborn  the  prejudices  which  had 
long  prevailed,  and  which  evea 
then  were  iheltered  by  the  protec- 
tion of  Cowley.  The  new  verfifi- 
cation,  as  it  was  called,  may  be 
confidercd  as  owing  its  eftablilh- 
ment  to  Dryden  ;  from  whofe  time 
it  is  apparent  that  Englilh  poetry 
has  had  no  tendency  to  relapfe  to 
its  former  favagenefs." 

The  minor  poets  that  follow 
Dryden,  (rpm  Derham  down  to 
Hughes,  oc^b^^-  each  a  fmall  but 
well-proportioned  fhare  of  the 
author's  attention.  The  dlflin- 
guilhing  features  and  the  charac- 
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teriflic  faults  and  merits  of  each, 
are  i.Kvays  marked  with  great  judg. 
wer*.'  '^nd  precifion. 

liefore  we  dirmifs  this  article,  it 
will  be  :  eceffary  to  take  I'ome  no- 
tice ©f  the  hiilorical  part  of  thefe 
prefaces.  —  The  great  repatatiDti 
which  Dodtor  Jonnfon  has  already 
acquired  as  a  moral  and  biogra- 
phical writer,  will  not  fi.'frer  any 
elimination  frorn  his  prefent  fuc- 
cefsful  atternpt  to  give  (as  he  him- 
fclf  well  exprefles  it)  ufeful pleafure. 
— Great  care  appears  to  have  been 
taken  in  feicfting  the  moll  authen- 
tic materials  :  the  errors,  into 
which  partiality,  prejudice,  or 
want  of  difccrnment,  have  led  any 
of  his  predecclTors,  are  judicioully 
correded  ;  and  every  part  is  inter- 
fpcrfed  with  thofe  beautiful  efiu- 
fions  of  moral  ientiment,  and  re- 
marks on  the  manners  of  mankind, 
which  dirtinguilh  him  beyond  any 
writer  in  the  En^lifh  language.— 
Eut  vvhilfl:  we  do  him  juilice  in  this 
yefpedl,  it  is  impoilible  not  lo  ob- 


ferve  that  many  parts  of  his  work 
bear  ftrong  marks  of  thofe  politi- 
cal prejudices,  under  the  influence 
ot  which  it  is  well  known  hib  mind 
unfortunately  labours.  It  is  for 
his  own  fake  we  wilh  that  he  had, 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  reprefled 
an  uftlefs  zeal.  We  ftouid  be  forry 
to  think,  wjtli  him,  that  njirulcnce 
and  malfvclcncf  really  belong  to 
any  party  : — he  has  taught  us  that 
they  certainly  do  not  belong  to 
one  alone.  —  If  faSikn,  (i.  e.  the 
party  we  oppoie)  Jlldom,  as  he 
fays,  iea'ves  a  man  boncjl,  hoive'ver 
it  might  find  him,  how  will  the 
jealous  dignity  of  Doftor  Johnfon's 
chaiacter  brook  the  fufpicions  of, 
perhaps,  the  gre-ster  part  of  hi^ 
readers  .''  The  bad  men  of  both 
fides,  who  have  an  interell  in  the 
dcllrudion  of  all  character,  will  be 
glad  to  make  ufe  of  his  authority  ; 
and  he  cannot  complain  if  thofe  of 
the  adverfe  parry  bring  his  own 
exam  pie  as  one  proof  ol  his  rule  *. 

AHif- 


*  The  part  which  Milton  took  in  the  public  tranfa6lions  of  the  times,  he  lived 
jn,  fcems  to  have  ma(ic;  hiin  paiticularly  olinoxious  to  our  learned  critic.  We 
iliall  therefore  liibinit  to  our  readers  foiiie  of  the  mifVcprefcntations  of  which  he 
is  accufed,  together  with  the  anfwers  that  have  been  given  to  them.  "  1  am 
f  ajhamed,  la)s  Dr.  Johnlbn,  to  relate  nvhat  I  am  afraid  is  too  trite,  that  Mil- 
*'  ton  ivas  the  laf  fitdrnt  in  either  uni-verfitj  that  fiiffered  the  public  indignity  of 
"  corporal  punijkment.'''' — I'he  only  evidence  of  Milton's  having  liifFcred  this 
indignity  relts  on  the  following  lines,  taken  from  his  verfes  to  Jpcoddti. 

Nee  duri  lihet  ufque  minas  perferre  magiftii, 
Ccetcrcique  ingenio  non  fubeunda  meo— 

'Ths  fomething  clfe,  he  contends,  muft  be  corporal  corre6^ion  ;  for  he  adds, 
^wbat  nvas  more  than  threats,  ^.vas  eijidently  punifimt'nt.  To  tliis  it  is  anfwei  - 
ed,  that  by  rendering  catcrn  in  tlie  finguiar  nuinber,  fmething  elfe  ;  he  has 
made'lhe  application  particular,  wliich  in  the  original  is  general. — He  has  at- 
tempted to  peVvcrt  the  Itufe  fliil  farther,  by  explaining  cttcra,  fomethingmore 
than  threats; — whereas  it  means  in  general  the  many  inlults,  belides  threats, 
to  which  academical  Aihordination  might  make  him  liable.  But  however 
this  may  be,  he  is  certainly  not  the  iaft  Itudent  in  eitlier  univerfity  that  fuf- 
Jcred  this  indifjnity.  At  Oxford,  botii  in  the  public  and  private  itatutes,  the 
jnjuniElion  of  infilling  corporal  puuifhnient  on  boys  under  fixteen  remains 
in  lofce  at  this  day ;  and  at  fome  colleges^  where  the  foundation  Tcholars  are 
lari'ji'J  '  elected 
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4  Hljlory  of  ths  Military  Tranfac- 
iions  of  the  Britiih  Nation  in  Jn- 
.dollan.     Vol.  li. 

HE  firft  volume  kF  this  hif- 
tory  was  publi'.hed  in  the 
year  1763  *,  and  contains  an  ac- 
count of  the  affairs  of  India,  down 
to  the  commencement  of  the  war 
between  the  EngHfh  and  Erench 
in  1756.  To  the  continuation  now 
before  us  is  prefixed  an  enquiry  into 
the  rife  and  progreis  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  commerce  in  the  province  of 
Bengal. 

It  appears  that  the  trade  of  this 
country  was  opened  to  the  Engliili, 
by  means  of  a  furgeon  named 
Bottght-.n,  who,  in  1636,  was  fent 
from  Surat  to  Agra,  to  attend  a 
daughter  of  the  Emperor  Shaw 
lehan.  His  endeavours  for  the 
cure  of  the  lady  proving  fucccfsful, 
the  Emperor,  befides  other  fa- 
vours, granted  him  the  privilege 
of  a  free  trade  throughout  his  do- 
minions. Having  obtained  this 
indulgence,  Boughton  ii;imediate!y 
proceeded  to  Bengal,  where  he  in- 
tended to  purchafe  goods,  and  to 
carry  them  by  fea  to  Surat.  He 
had  no  fooner  arrived  in  the  for- 
mer of  thofe  places,  than  he  was 
employed  to  cure  a  favourite  wo- 
man belonging  to  the  Nabob  of 
province  ;   which  havinjj  eff-;c- 


the 


ted,  the  latter  prevaikd  upon  him 


to  remain  in  the  country  ;  giving 
him  at  the  fame  time  a  handfome 
ftipend,  and  confirming  the  privi- 
lege that  had  been  granted  by  the 
Emperor,  with  a  promife  to  extend 
it  to  all  others  of  the  Englifh  na- 
tion who  fliould  come  to  Bengal. 
Boughton  fent  an  account  of  his  iuc- 
cefs  to  the  Englilh  governor  of  Su- 
rat, by  whofe  advice  the  company 
in  1640  fent  two  fhips  from  Eng- 
land to  Bengal,  the  agents  of  which 
being  introduced  to  the  Nabob  by 
Boughton,  were  kindly  received, 
and  alTifted  in  their  mercantile  tran- 
fat^lions. 

For  fome  years  the  Englifh  car- 
ried on  their  trade  in  this  province 
without  any  molellation,  but  af- 
terwards the  government,  either 
diiavowing  the  patents  that  had 
been  granted  to  Boughton,  or  anni- 
hilating their  operation  by  the  nar- 
row conftrudion  which  they  now 
put  upon  them,  the  fettlers  were 
obliged  to  pay  the  fame  duties  with 
other  merchants.  Nor  was  this 
the  only  infraftion  of  former  ftipu- 
lations  that  they  began  to  expe- 
rience. The  Nabob  henceforth 
afTumed  a  more  arbitrary  condudl 
towards  them,  and  their  commerce 
was  frequently  interrupted  by  un- 
ufual  exertions  of  defpotifm. 

Againft  thefe  evilsour  author  cb- 
ferves,  that  there  were  only  two 
remedies,  namely,  war  or  retreat. 


elesfied  very  young,  it  wns  commonly  praftifed  down  to  the  beginning  of  the 
prcfent  century.  In  another  place  he  affeits,  that  "  MUi07i  entirely  omitted 
"  all  prayer,  either  in.  his  fatnlly,  or  in  privates^  With  reo;ard  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  charge,  it  is  anfweierl,  that  it  dettroys  ilf'elf,  for  I'olitaiy  prayer 
could  only  be  known  to  Cod  and  hinifelf. — As  to  family  prayer,  it  appears  to 
be  a  calumny  drawn  from  an  cxpreflion  of  Toland's,  who  fays,  "  that  in  the 
*'  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  fjequcnted  none  of  the  aflemhlies  of  any  particular 
*'  fc6t  ot'  Chriliian':.,  7ior  7nade  iife  of  their  p-  culiar  rites  in  his  family.'"  Bifhop 
Newton  has  altEred  ibis,  into  his  not  ufng  any  religious  rites  in  his  family.  And 
from  the  bifliop,  as  a  llory  nevei  loles  in  the  telling,  Dr.  Johnfou' roundly 
ft/ncludes  that  he  never  u fed  prayer  in  his  family. 
*  See  Arin.  Vol.  VII.  Reg.  tor  1764. 

either 


iS4        ANNUAL    RE 

either  of  which  could  not  fail  of 
proving  detrimental  to  the  com- 
pany, confideiing  that  the  Btr.gal 
trade,  notv^ithllanding.  the  various 
reftraints  impofed  by  the  Nabob, 
^as  lliM  very  lucrative.  For  forty 
years  therefore  the  Englifh  com- 
pany attempted  no  military  re- 
liftance. 

But  the  peaceable  acquiefcence  of 
the  Engliih  rather  increafed  than 
diminifaed  the  exadlions  impofed 
by  the  governors  of  the  province  ; 
befides,  that  the  acts  of  oppreffion 
exercifed  by  thofe  inferior  defpots 
were  abetted  by  the  Emperor  at 
Delhi.  Determined  therefore  to 
try  the  efFeft  of  arms,  the  company 
in  the  year  1685,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  King- James  11.  fitted 
out  two  fleets,  one  of  which  was 
ordered  to  cruife  at  the  bar  of  Su- 
rat,  on  all  velTels  belonging  to  the 
Mogul's  fubjedls,  and  the  otiier  de- 
iigned  not  only  to  commit  hoilili- 
ties  by  fea  at  the  moulh  of  the 
Ganges,  but  likewife  carried  fix 
hundred  regular  troops,  in  order 
to  attack  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  by 
land. 

The  conduiEi  of  this  war  was  en- 
trulled  to  Job  Charnock,  the  com- 
pany's principal  agent  at  Hugh- 
ley,  a  man  of  courage,  but  void  of 
military  experience.  He  defeated 
the  forces  of  the  Nabob  in  two 
different  actions  ;  but  pitching 
liis  camp  in  an  unhealthy  part 
of  the  province^  in  the  fpace 
of  three  months  he  loll  by  fick- 
nefs  three  hundred  Europeans, 
which  was  two  thirds  of  his  whole 
force. 

The  misfortune  attending  the 
army  was  compenfated  by  the 
fuccefs  of  the  fleet  that  had  been 
fent  out  to  Surat,  which  greatly 
diftrelfed  the  trade  of  the  Mogul's 
fubjefts,    and    took    fiora    them' 
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prizes  to  the  amount  of  a  million 
llerling  money.  The  clamour  raif- 
ed  by  the  merchants  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  difafter,  induced  the 
Emperor  to  fend  one  of  his  officers 
from  Delhi,  with  orders  to  hear 
the  complaints  of  the  Englifh,  and 
to  mitigate  the  oppreffions  which 
they  had  fufFered.  Holtilities  foon 
after  ceafed  ;  and  by  a  treaty  fign- 
ed  in  Augull,  1687,  it  was  ftipu- 
lated  that  the  Engliih  (hould  not 
only  be  permitted  to  return  to  all 
their  fadlories  in  the  province,  but 
might  likewife  ere£t  docks  and 
magazines  at  Ulabarca,  a  village 
fituated  on  the  weftern  bank,  about 
fifty  miles  from  the  mouih  of  the 
river. 

This  treaty  was  no  fooner  ra- 
tified than  the  war  at  Surat  broke 
out  afrelh,  and  the  Nabob  of  Ben- 
gal not  only  gave  up  the  Englifh 
trade  to  the  rapine  of  his  ofiicers, 
but  demanded  a  very  large  fum, 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  lofs 
which  the  country  had  fuftained  by 
the  late  hoftill'ies.  In  confequence 
of  fome  unexpected  events,  how- 
ever, an  accommodation  agaj^  took 
place  between  the  contending  par- 
ties without  this  requifition  being 
granted;  and  the  company  receiv- 
ed a  patent  from  the  Emperor,  al- 
lowing them  to  trade  f-tc  of  cuf- 
tcms,  on  condition  of  paying  an- 
nually the  fum  of  three  thoufand 
roupef  s. 

In  1 696,  an  infurreflion  was  com- 
menced by  the  rsjahs  on  the  v^eltern 
fide  of  the  river  Plughley,  within 
whofe  jurifdiftion  were  fituated  the 
principal  fettlements  of  the  Englifh, 
French,  and  Dutch,  all  which  im- 
mediately augmenting  their  refpec- 
tive  forces,  declared  for  the  Na- 
bob ;  of  whom  they_  at  the  fame 
time  requefled  permifilon  to  put 
their  faftories  into  a  ilate  of  de- 

feace. 
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fence.  The  Nabob  ordered  them 
in  general  terms  to  defend  them- 
felves ;  and  they,  confidering  this 
order  as  implying  a  grant  of  their 
requeft,  jjroceeded  with  all  expedi- 
tion to  raife  walls  and  baltions 
round  their  fadlories  ;  of  which 
that  of  the  Englifh  was  at  Cal- 
cutta, where  they  had  built  their 
principal  magazines.  Such  was 
the  origin  of  the  three  European 
forts  in  the  province  of  Bengal,  the 
firft  that  ever  were  fuffered  to  be 
erefted  by  foreigners .  within  the 
Mogul  empire. 

In  169S,  they  obtained  from 
Azim-al- Shah,  the  grandfon  of 
Aurengzebe,  permiffion  to  purchafe 
from  the  Zemindar  or  Indian  pro- 
prietcr,  the  town  of  Soola-kutty, 
Calcutta,  and  Govind-pore,  with 
their  dillrifls,  the  prince  referving 
an  annual  fine.  About  this  time, 
the  union  of  the  two  companies, 
by  augmenting  the  flock,  increafed 
'the  trade,  and  enlarged  the  views 
of  the  diredlion.  The  commerce 
of  Bengal  more  efpecially  became 
the  objcdl  of  their  attention.  The 
fubordinate  faftories  of  Coflimbu- 
zar,  Dacca,  and  Ballafore,  were 
refettled  :  the  exports  and  imports 
were  doubled  in  value  and  quan- 
tity, and  the  garrifon  of  Calcutta 
was  augmented  to  500  men  :  all 
which  the  government  of  Bengal, 
contrary  to  its  ufual  maxims,  be- 
held without  repugnance,  and  even 
without  demanding  money  as  the 
price  of  its  forbearance  and  favour. 
The  increafing  importance  of  the 
colony  induced  the  company,  in 
J707,  to  withdraw  the  fettlements 
in  it  from  their  former  dependence 
on  Madrafs,  and  to  declare  Cal- 
cutta a  prefidency  accountable  only 
to  the  diredlion  in  England. 

*'    The    tranquility  which    the 


company  now  enjoyed  was  in  3 
ihort  time  difturbed  by  the  Nabob 
Jaffier  Khan,  at  this  time  appointed 
Governor  of  Bengal,  and  who  was 
better  enabled  to  take  cognizance 
of  their  afl'airs  by  having  remov- 
ed the  feat  of  government  from 
Dacca  to  Muxadavad,  in  the  ce.'itre 
of  the  province.  Mixing  policy 
with  oppreflicn,  he  greatly  retrain- 
ed the  freedom  of  their  commerce, 
without  openly  violating  the  privi- 
leges which  they  had  obtained 
from  Aurengzebe  and  Azim-al- 
Shah.  In  order  to  obtain  a  redrefs 
of  their  grievances,  the  prefidency 
of  Calcutta,  in  the  year  17 13,  pro- 
pofed  to  the  company  in  England 
the  fending  an  embafly,  fupported 
by  a  valuable  prefent,  to  the  Great 
Mogul.  The  expedient  was  accord- 
ingly adopted  ;  and  after  various 
delays  occafioned  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  vizir,  they  at  length  ob- 
tained the  priacipal  objefts  of  their 
miffion.  One  of  thole  was,  that 
the  company  fhould  be  allowed  to 
purchafe  thirty-feven  towns  in  Ben- 
gal, which  would  give  them  a  dif- 
tti£l  extending  ten  miles  fouth  of 
Calcutta  along  the  banks  of  the 
river  Hughley,  the  pafi!"age  of  which, 
might  be  eafily  commanded  by  the 
erediion  of  batteries  or  redoubts  j 
and  v.'hat  added  to  the  value  of  the 
acquifition  was,  that  the  revenue 
of  the'territory  would  be  fufiicient 
to  defray  the  charge  of  its  protec- 
tion. The  confequences  of  fo  ad- 
vantageous a  grant  were  beheld 
with  indignation  by  the  Nabob 
Jafiier,  who  had  endeavoured  from 
the  beginning  to  countera<5l  the 
purpofe  of  the  embafly  ;  but  not 
daring  openly  to  dilpute  the  Mo- 
gul's orders,  he  prevailed,  by  fe^ 
cret  intrigues,  with  the  holders  of 
the  land,  not  to  part  with  it  to  the 
company 


in  the  language  and  foims  of  px- 
preilion  there  appear  frequciit 
marks  of  haile  and  inattention,  they 
may  readily  be  pardoned  in  a  work 
of  fuch  extent  and  labour. 
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company  upon  any  terms  which 
might  be  offered.  Jaffirr  however 
admitted  the  immunity  of  the  com- 
pany's tr.-?de,  which  no  longer 
paid  any  cuHonis  in  the  province. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  the  lettle- 
ment  of  Calcutta  had  attracted  fuch 
a  nu-rnber  of  inhabitants,  as  excit- 
ed the  jealoufy  of  the  Governor  of 
Hughley,  who,  pretending  that  he 
ihoald  be  punifljed  for  futlering  fo 
many  of  the  Mogul's  fubjefts  to 
withdraw  themfelves  from  his  ju- 
rifdiilion,  threatened  to  fend  a 
cadi,  or  Mahomedan  judge,  and 
officers  of  the  police,  to  adminifter 
juftice  amongfi:  the  natives  living 
under  the  Englifh  fiag.  The  mea- 
fure  would  have  renewed  the  fame 
inconveniences,  which  had  forced 
the  Englllli  to  quit  Hughley  :  it  was 
therefore  coimteracled  by  a  bribe 
given  to  Azim-al-Shah,  who  for- 
bad the  Governor  of  Hughley  from 
proceeding  in  his  intentions.  By 
this  conftant  attention  to  money, 
Azim-al-Shah  in  three  years  amaf- 
fed  three  millions  of  pounds  fter- 
ling,  which  he  carried  with  him 
cut  of  the  province  :  but  he  left 
behind  him  his  fon  Furrukihir  to 
get  more;  who,  in  17 13,  gained 
the  throne,  after  his  father  had 
periiiied  in  difputing  it  with  his 
brothers." 

From  this  time,  the  Englifh 
company  continued  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  their  commercial  privi- 
leges till  the  year  1756,  when,  by 
the  rupture  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  by  the  inteRine 
divifions  in  India,  it  nrceffarily 
became  involved  in  all  the  calami- 
ties of  war.  The  military  tran- 
factior.s  of  this  period,  are  related 
with  the  fame  pretifion  and  accu- 
ra^.y  which  diilinguiihed  the  for- 
mer volume  of  this  hiitory ;  and  it' 
6 


Ifaiah  ;  a  nenv  Tranjlation,  ivith  a 
preliminary  Dissertation,  and  Notes 
critical,  philological,  and  extla- 
natorj.  By  Robert  Lowth,  D.  D. 
F.  R  S.S.  Lend,  and  Gotting. 
Lord  Bijhop  of  hou&on.  A^to. 

^HE  verfions  that  have  hither- 
to  appeared  of  the  pro- 
phecies of  Ifaiah,  both  in  ancient 
and  modern  languages,  having 
been  made  on  a  miltaken  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  thofc  conipofitions ; 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  they 
have  failed  in  giving  a  jurt:  and 
exprcffive  refcmblance  of  the  ori- 
ginal. "  It  has,  I  think,  fays  the 
learned  prelate,  been  univerfally 
unc-lerltood,  that  the  prophecies  of 
I'-iiah  are  written  in  profe.  The 
ftylc,  the  thoughts,  the  images, 
the  expieffions,  have  been  ailowed 
to  be  poetical,  and  that  in  the 
highcil  degree  :  but  that  they  are 
written  in  verfe,  in  meafure,  or 
rliythm.  or  whatever  it  is  ihai  dif- 
tinguifhes,  as  poetry,  the  compofi- 
tion  of  thofe  books  of  the  Old  Tef- 
tament,  which  are  allowed  to  be 
poetical,  fuch  as  Job,  the  Pfalms, 
and  the  Proverbs,  from  the  hiftori- 
cal  bookf,  as  mere  profe;  this  has 
never  been  fuppoled,  at  leail  has 
not  been  at  any  time  the  prevail- 
ing opinion.  The  opinions  of  the 
learned  concerning  Hebrew  verfe 
have  been  various  ;  their  ideas  of 
the  nature  of  it  vague,  obfcure,  and 
imperfeft  ;  yet  lliil  there  has  been 
a  general  perfuafion,  that  fom.e 
books  of  the  Old  Tellament  are 
wvittea 
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written  in  verfe  ;  but  tlut  the 
writings  of  the  prophets  are  net  of 
thi^t  number." 

The  defign  of  the  preliminary 
didcrtatioo  is  10  refute  this  erro- 
neous opinion  ;  to  fhew  that  there 
is  a  manifcll  conformity  between 
the  prophetical  ftyle  and  that  of 
the  books  fuppoied  to  be  metrical; 
a  conformity  in  every  known  part 
of  the  poetical  charader,  which 
equally  difcrinii nates  the  propheti- 
cal and  the  metrical  books,  from 
thofe  acknowledged  to  be  profe. 
This  fubjcd,  which  the  learned 
author  had  before  treated  in  his 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  Prelec- 
tions, is  here  more  fully  and  mi- 
nutely difcufTed. 

"  The  firll,  he  fays,  and  moll 
manifelt  indication  of  verie  in  the 
Hebrew  poetical  books,  prefents  it- 
feif  in  the  acroltick  or  alphabetical 
poems,  of  which  there  happily  re- 
main many  examples,  and  thofe  of 
various  kinds.  The  nature,  or 
rather  the  form,  of  thefe  poems  is 
this  :  the  poem  confilts  of  twenty- 
two  lines,  or  of  twenty-two  fyftems 
of  lines, 'or  periods,  or  ilanzas,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  the  let- 
ters ot  the  Hebrew  alphabet;  and 
every  line,  or  every  llanza,  begins 
with  each  letter  in  its  order,  as  it 
ftands  in  the  alphabet,  that  is,  the 
firlt  line,  or  firft  ftanza,  begins 
with  akph,  the  fecond  with  beth, 
and  fo  on.  There  are  ftill  extant 
in  the  books  of  the  Old  Tella- 
ment,  twelve  *  of  thefe  poems  ; 
reckoning  the  four  iiiH:  chapters  of 
the  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah  as 
{o  many  dillindl  poems  ;  three  f  of 
thciij   perfedtl/    alphabetical  :    in 


which  every  line  is  marked  by  its 
initial  letter ;  the  other  nine  lefs 
perfedily  alphabetical,  in  which 
every  llanza  only  is  To  diftin- 
guiflied." 

After  examining  fome  remark- 
able circumllanccs  in  thefe  compo- 
fitions,  he  concludes,  that  '*  both 
thefe  fpecies  of  alphabetical  poems 
confifl  of  verfes  properly  fo  called; 
of  verfes  regulated  by  fome  ob- 
fervation  of  harmony  or  cadence  ; 
of  meafure,  numbers,  or  rhythm. 
For  it  is  not  at  all  probable  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  or  from  ex- 
amples of  the  like  kind  in  other 
languages,  that  a  portion  of  mere 
proie,  in  which  numbers  and  har- 
mony are  totally  difregarded,  iliould 
be  laid  out  according  to  a  fcale  of 
divifion,  which  carries  with  it  fuch 
evident  marks  of  ftudy  and  labour, 
of  art  in  the  contrivance,  and  ex- 
aftnefs  in  the  execution.  And  in 
general,  that  the  reil  of  the  poems 
of  the  Hebrews,  bearing  evidently 
the  fame  marks  and  charadlerillics 
of  compofition  with  the  alphabeti- 
cal poems  in  other  refpeds,  and 
falling  into  regular  lines,  often  into 
regular  ftanzas,  according  to  the 
paufes  of  the  fentences,  which  ftan- 
zas and  lines  have  a  certain  parity 
or  proportion  to  one  another,  thefe 
lilcewife  confill:  of  verfe  meafured 
by  the  ear,  and  regulated  accord- 
ing to  fome  general  laws  of  metre, 
rhythm,  harmony,  or  cadence." 

The  attempt  to  difcover  the  laws 
of  the  Hebrew  metre,  or  rhythm, 
he  confiders  as  vain  and  impollible: 
but  he  conceives  that  t.here  are 
other  circumllances  which  fuffi- 
ciently  difcriminate  the  parts  of  the 


* ^iityX^yXxxiv,  xxxvii,  cxi,  cxii,  cxix,  cxlv.     Prov.  xxxi.  v.  lo — 31, 
Lam.  i,  ii,  in,  iv. 


f  Pi'al.  cxi,  cxii.     Lam.  iii. 


Hebrew 
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Hebrew  fcnptures  that  are  written 
in  verfe,  from  thofe  that  are  writ- 
ten in  prole.  The  firft  and  princi- 
pal of  thefc,  is  the  correfpoiidence 
of  one  verfe,  or  line,  with  another, 
which  he  calls  farallelijm.  When 
a  propofition  is  delivered,  and  a 
fecond  is  fubjoine_d  to  it,  or  drawn 
under  it,  equivalent,  or  contrafted 
with  it,  in  fenfe,  or  fimiiar  to  it  in 
the  form  of  grammatical  conllruc- 
tion,  thcfe  he  calls  parallel  lines, 
and  the  words  cr  phrafes  anfwering 
one  to  another  in  thecorrefponding 
lines,  parallel  terms. 

Parallel  lines  he  reduces  to  three 
forts  :  parallels  fynonymous,  paral- 
lels antithetic,  and  -parallels  fyn- 
ihetic.  Of  each  of  thefe  he  gives 
a  variety  of  examples,  in  order  to 
Ihevv  the  various  forms,  under 
which  they  appear :  firft  from  the 
books  univerfally  ackt)ov,ledged  to 
be  poetical  ;  then  correfpondent 
examples  from  the  prophet  Ifaiah  ; 
and  fometimes  alfo  from  the  other 
prophets ;  to  Ihew,  that  the  form 
and  character  of  the  compofition  is 
in  all  the  fame. 

Firft,  of  parallel  Wntsjynonymous : 
that  is,  which  correfpond  one  to 
another  by  exprefling  the  fame 
fenfe  in  different  but  equivalent 
terms.  As  in  the  following  ex- 
amples : 

«  O-Jehovah,    jn- thy- ftrength  the -king 

fliall-rejoice; 
And-in-thy  falvation  how  greatly  fliall-he- 

exult ! 
The-dafiie  of-his-heart   tliou-haft-granted 

unto  him ; 
And  ths-requeft  of-hls-lips  thou-hafl-nct- 

der.ied.'    Pf.  xxi. 

<  Eecaufe  I-called,  and-j'e-refufed; 
I-fhetched-out  my-hand,  and-no-one  re- 
garded, &c.     Prcv.  i.  24. 

Seek-ye  Jehovah,  while-he-may-be-found ; 
Call-y'e-upon-him,  whils-he-is  near,'  &c. 
JJa.lv.  6. 
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The  author  produces  many  other 
examples,  from  the  prophets,  in 
which,  he  obferves,  the  parallel 
lines  fometimes  confift  of  three  or 
more  fynonymous  terms  ;  fome- 
times of  two ;  which  is  generally 
the  cafe,  when  the  verb,  or  the  no- 
minative cafe  of  the  firft  fentence  is 
to  be  carried  on  to  the  fecond,  or 
underrtood  there;  and  fometimes  of 
one  only. 

The  terms  in  Englifh,  confifting 
of  feveral  words,  are  hitherto  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  marks  of  connexion  ; 
to  Ihew,  that  they  anfwer  to  fingle 
words  in  Hebrew. 

Sometimes,  he  obferves,  the  lines 
eonfift,  each  of  double  members, 
or  two  propoiitions. 

'  Bow  thy  heaven,    O  Jehovah,  and  de- 

fcend  5 
Tcueh    the   mountains,    and    they  fiiall 

fmoke,'  &c.     PJ.  cxiv.  5. 
'  And  they  fiiall  build  houfes,    and  fhall 

inliabit  them; 
And  thsy  fliall  plapt  vineyards,  and  fliall 

eat  the  fruit  thereof,  &c.'  IJa,  Ixv.  ai. 

Sometimes  they  are  formed  by  a 
repetition  of  part  of  the  firft  fen- 
tence. 

<  My  voice  is  unto  Gcd,  and  I  cry  aloud ; 
My  voice  unto  God,  and  he  will  hearken 
unto  me.' 

The  waters  faw  thee,  O  God; 
The  waters  faw  thee ;   they  were  feized 
with  anguifli.'     PJ.  Ixxvii.  j.  36. 

'  For  he  hath  humbled  thofe  that  dv/ell  on 

high ; 
The  lofty  city,  he  hath  brought  her  down : 
He  hath  brought  her  dovvn  to  the  ground ; 
He  hath  leveiied  her  with  the  duft. 
The  foot  fhall  trample  upon  her; 
The  feet  of  the  poor,  jtlie   Heps  of  tlic 

needy.'     IJa,  xxvi.  5,  6. 

There  are  parallel  triplets,  when 
three  lines  correfpond  together,  and 
form  a  kind  of  ftanza  ;  of  which 
however  only  two  commonly  are 
fynonymous. 

«  The 
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«  Tlie  wicked  (hall  fee  it,  and  it  fhall  grieve 

him ; 
He  fliall  gnafti  his  teeth,  and  pine  away; 
The  defire  of  the  wicked    fhail   pcrjfli.' 
Py'.  cxii.  10. 

*  And  he  Cull  fnatch  on  ths  right,  and  yet 

he  hungry; 
And  he  /hall  c^evour  on  the-  left,  and  not 

be  fatisfied  ; 
Every  m<«n  )ha)l  devour  the  flefli  of  his 

neigl)Lour.'     Ifa.  ix.  20. 

There  are  likewiie  parallels  con- 
fifting  of  four  lines :  two  diftichs 
being  fo  connedled  together  by  the 
feivfe  and  the  conitruftion,  as  to 
make  one  ftanza.  Soch  is  the 
form  of  the  thirty-feventh  Pialm, 
which  is  evidently  laid  out  by  the 
initial  letters  in  ftanzas  of  four  lines. 

'  Be  not  moved  with  indignation  ag.iinft 
the  evil  doers ; 

Nor  wi  Ji  zeal  againfl  the  workers  of  ini- 
quity. 

For  like  the  grafs  they  fliall  foon  be  cut  off; 

And  like  the  green  herb  trey  ihall  wither.' 
Ff.  xxxvii.    I,  2. 

*  The  ox  knoweth  His  piofTefibr; 
And  the  afs  the  crib  of  his  lord : 
But  ifrael  doth  not  know  Me; 
Neither  doth  my  people  confider.'  IJa.'i.  3. 

In  ftanzas  of  four  lines  fometimes 
the  parallel  lines  anfwer  to  one 
another  alternately  ;  the  (irft  to  the 
third,  and  the  fecond  to  the 
fourth ; 

*  As  the  heavens  are  high  above  the  eartli ; 

So  high  is  his  goodnefs  over  them  that 

fear  him  : 
As  remote  as  the  eaft  is  from  the  weft; 
So  far  hath  he  removed  from  us  our 

tranrgreflions'.'    Pf.cni.  11,12. 

*  And  ye  fa-d  :  Nay,  but  on  horfes  will 

we  flee ; 
■    Therefore  fliall  ye  be  put  to  flight : 
And  on  fwift  courfers  will  we  ride ; 

Therefore  fhall   they  be  fwift,    that 
purfueyou.'        Jfa.  xkx.  16. 

He  next  proceeds  to  the  fecond 
fort  of  parallels,  viz.  th^  antithetic  ; 
©f  which  kind  are  the  following  : 

*  A  wife  fon  rejoiccth  his  father : 

But  a  foolifh  fon  is  the  grief  of  bis  mo- 
ther.'   Pr(,"j,  X,  I, 


Where  every  word  hath  its  oppo- 
fite  :  for  the  terms  father  and  mo- 
ther are,  as  the  logicians  fay,  re- 

lativeiv  oppofite. 

'  The  memory  of  the  jufl  is  a  blefTmg; 
But  the  name  of  the  wicked  fhall  rot.' 
Prov.  X.  7. 

Here  are  only  'two  antithetic 
terms :  lor  memory  and  name  are  fy- 
nonymous. 

<  There  is  that  fcattereth,    and  ftill  en- 

creafeth ; 
And   th;.t    is   unreafonably    fparing,    yet 

groweth  poor.'     Pi-o'v.  xi.  24. 

Here  is  a  kind  of  double  antithefis  ; 
one  between  the  two  lines  them- 
fclves,  and  likewife  a  fubordinate 
oppo.'ition  between  the  two  parts 
of  each. 

This  form,  he  obferves,  is  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  adages,  aphorifms, 
arid  detached  fentences,  and  that 
we  are  not  therefore  to  cxpeft  fre- 
qaent  inllances  of  it  in  the  other 
poems  of  the  Old  Teftament;  efpe- 
ciaily  thofe  that  are  elevated  ia 
the  ftyle,  and  more  conneded  in 
the  parts.  The  author  however 
adds  a  few  examples  from  the  higher 
poetry. 

*  Thefe>n.  chariots,  and  thofe  in  horfes  ; 
But  we  in  tlie  name  of  Jehovah  our  God 

will  be  ftrong. 
They  are  bowed  down,  and  fallen ; 
But  we  are  rifen,  and  maintain  ourfclves 

firm.'     PJ.  XX.  7,  8. 

The  bricks  are  fallen,  but  we  will  build 

with  hewn  flone : 
The  fycamores  are  cut  down,  but  we  will 

replacetlicm  with  cedars.   Jfa.'ix,  10. 

The  third  fort  of  parallels  the 
author  c-ills  Jjmthetic,  or  conllruc- 
tive,  where  the  psrallelifm  confifts 
only  in  the  fimilar  form  of  conRruc- 
tion  :  in  which  word  does  not  an- 
fwer to  word,  and  fentence  to  fen- 
tence,  as  equivalent  or  oppofite; 
but  there  is  a  correfpondence  and 
equality  between  different  propo- 
fuions  in  refpeft  of  the  ihape  and 

turn 
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turn  of  the  whole  fentence,  and  of 
theconltrudive  parts ;  fuch  as  noun 
anfwering  to  noun,  verb  to  verb, 
member  to  member,  negative  to 
negative,  interrogative  to  interro- 
gative. 

*  Praifc  ye  Jehovah,  ye  of  the  earth ; 
Ye  fea-iaonrters,  and  all  deeps : 
Fire  and  hail,  fnow  and  vapour,  &c. 

f_y".  cxlviii.  7. 
«  Is  fuch  then  the  faft  which  I  choofe  ? 
That  a  man  fliould  afflidt  his  Ibul  for  a 

day  ? 
Is  it,  that  he  (liould  bow  down  his  head 

like  a    bulrufli ; 
And    fpie.id   fackcloth  and    aHies    for  his 

coucii,  &.C.     JJa,  Iviii.   5,  6. 

In  thefe  inftances  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  though  theie  are  per- 
haps no  two  lines  correfpondino- 
one  with  another  as  equivalent  or 
oppofite  in  terms  ;  yet  there  is  a 
parallelifm  equally  apparent,  and 
almoli:  as  ftriking,  which  arifes  from 
the  fimilar  form  and  equality  of  the 
lines,  from  the  correfpondence  of 
the  members  and  the  conftrudtion  ; 
the  confequence  of  which  is  a  har- 
mony and  rhythm  little  inferior  in 
efFeft  to  that  of  the  two  kinds  pre- 
ceding. 

"  Of  the  three  difFerent  forts  of 
parallels,  as  above  explained,  every 
one  hath  its  peculiar  character  and 
proper  efted  :  and  therefore  they 
are  differently  employed  on  dif- 
ferent occafions  .  .  .  Synonymous 
parallels  have  the  appearance  of  art 
and  concinnity,  and  a  lludied  ele- 
gance. They  prevail  chiefly  in 
fhorter  poems  ;  in  many  of  the 
Pfalms ;  in  Balaam's  prophecies ; 
frequently  in  thofe  of  Ifaiah,  which 
are  moft  of  them  diftinft  poems  of 
no  great  length.  The  antithetic 
parallelifm  gives  an  acutenefs  and 
force  to  adages  and  moral  fen- 
tences ;  and  therefore  abounds  in 
Solomon's  proverbs,  and  el fe where 
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is  not  often  to  be  met  with.  Tht 
poem  of  Job,  being  on  a  large 
plan,  and  in  a  high  tragic  ftyle, 
though  very  exadt  in  the  dvifion  of 
the  lines,  acd  in  the  parallelifm, 
and  affording  many  fine  examplers 
of  the  fynonymoDs  kind,  yet  con- 
fi.ts  chiefly  of  the  coiiitrudive.  A 
happy  mixture  of  the  feveral  forts 
gives  an  agreeable  variety  ;  and 
they  ferve  mutually  to  recommend 
and  fct  off  one  another." 

He  next  confiders  the  diflindlion 
of  Hebrew  verfes  into  longer  and 
fhorter,  founded  alfo  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  alphabetic  poems  ; 
one  third  of  the  whole  number 
being  manifeltly  of  the  larger  fort 
of  verfe,  the  reft  of  the  Ihortcr. 
He  does  not  attempt  exadlly  to  de- 
fine, by  thfe  number  of  fyllables^ 
the  limit  which  feparates  one  fort 
of  verfe  from  the  other  ;  all  thas 
he  affirms  is  this ;  that  or.e  of  the 
three  poems  perfectly  alphabetical,, 
and  therefore  infallibly  divided 
into  its  verfes  ;  and  three  of  the 
nine  other  alphabetical  poems,  di- 
vided into  their  verfes,  after  the 
manner  of  the  perfedly  aphabeti- 
cal,  with  the  greateft  degree  of 
probability  ;  that  thefe  four  poems, 
being  the  four  firft  Lamentations  of 
Jeremiah,  fall  into  verfes  about 
one  third  longer,  taking  them  one 
with  another,  than  thofe  of  the 
other  eight  alphabetical  poems. — ■ 
Example  of  thefe  long  verfes  from 
a  poem  perfedlly  alphabetical  : 
'  I  am  the  ir.an,  th.it  hath  k&n  aliiiclicn, 

,  by  the  rod  of  his  anger : 
He  hath  led  me,  and  made  me  walk  ia 
daiknefs,  and  not  in  light,'  &c. 

Lam.  iii.   i — 4. 

Examples  of  the  fame  fort  of 
verfe,  where  the  limits  of  the  verfes 
are  to  be  coHefted  only  from  the 
poetical  conilrudtion  cf  cSe  fen- 
tence s  : 

f  The 


ACCOUNT 

*  The  law  of  Jehovah  is  pcrfcft,  reftor- 

ing  the  foul ; 
The  teftimcny  of  Jehovah  is  fure,  making 
wife  the  limpie,'  &c.     Pf.  xix.  7. 

*  A  found  of  a  multitude  in  the  moun- 

tains, as  of  many  people  j 
v\  found  of  the  tumult  of  kini^doms,  of 
naiions gathered  together,'  Jja.  xiii.  4. 

The  learned  prelate  having  ella- 
blifhed,  on  the  grounds  we  have 
already  mentioned,  his  opinion  con- 
cerning the  compolition  of  the 
prophetical  writings,  proceeds  to 
point  out  the  very  important  ad- 
vantages which  are  to  be  deriv- 
ed from  this  fource,  both  to  the 
tranflator  and  interpreter  of  the 
fcrip  cures. 

Flatnefs,  he  obferves,  and  infi- 
pidity,  will  generally  be  the  con- 
fequences  of  a  deviation  from  the 
native  manner  of  an  original, 
which  has  a  real  merit  and  a  pe- 
culiar force  of  its  own.  To  ex- 
prefs  therefore  the  form  and  fa(hion 
of  the  compofition  becomes  as  ne- 
celTary  in  a  tranflation,  as  to  give 
the  author's  fenfe  with  fidelity  and 
exadnefs ;  but  with  what  fuccefs 
can  this  be  attempted,  when  the 
(ranilator  faimfelf  has  an  inadequate 
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or  even  falfe  idea  of  the  real  cha- 
rafter  of  the  author,  as  a  writer; 
of  the  general  nature  and  of  the 
peculiar  form  of  the  compofition  ? 

He  next  proves,  in  a  number  of 
examples,  that  this  attention  to 
the  peculiar  turn  and  caft  of  the 
Original,  may  be  of  ftill  greater  ufc 
to  the  interpreter,  by  leading  him 
into  the  meaning  cf  obfcure  words 
and  phrafes,  and  by  fuggelling  the 
true  reading  where  the  text  is  cor- 
rupted. 

With  regard  to  the  fidelity  of  the 
tranflation  now  offered  to  the 
public,  the  excellent  author  has 
entered  very  largely  into  the  prin- 
ciples of  criticifm,  and  the  method 
of  interpretation,  on  uhich  he  has 
proceeded.  It  would  be  impoflible 
to  do  jullice  to  this  part  cf  his  dif- 
fertation  without  tranfcribing  the 
whole  ;  we  lliail  therefore  content 
ourfelves  with  faying,  that  the 
principal  objects  of  his  invaluable 
obfervations  are,  the  Maforetic 
pundluation,  the  ftate  of  the  He- 
brew text,  and  the  ancient  verfionj 
of  the  Old  Teltament, 


^*^  777*  article  front  our  'uery  rcfpeEfahle  corrcfpondcnt   at  Liverpool, 
r^as^  by  fame  atcidinty  mijlaidi  but  Jkali  be  in/irted  in  the  next  -xolume. 
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CHAP.      I. 

Refrofpe^i've  "jie^ot  of  J?nerican  affairs  in  the  year  1778.  Expedition  f» 
Bedford,  Fair  Hwvsn  ;  and  to  Martha's  Vineyard.  Admiral  Montague 
difpoffeffs  the  French  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre,  and  Miquelon.  ,  Lord 
Corn-ajullis,  and  Gen.  Knyphaujen,  ad-vance  into  the  enemy''s  country,  on 
both  fides  of  the  North  Ri'uer.  Surprize  of  Baylor'' s  light  horfe.  Succefs 
of  the  expedition  to  Egg  Harbour.  Surprize  of  Pulajki's  legion.  Cruel 
depredations  hy  Butler,  Brandt,  and  the  Jwvages,  on  the  hack  frontiers. 
Deft  ruction  of  the  nenx}  fettlement  at  Wyoming,  attended  ivith  circumjiances 
of  fngular  cruelty  and  barbarity.  Col,  Clarke's  expedition  from  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  reduSiicn  of  the  Canadian  toivns  and  fettlements  in  the 
Illinois  country.  Confequences  of  Clarke'' s  fuccefs.  Expedition  from  Scho- 
harie to  the  Upper  Sufiuchanna.  DeJiruSlion  of  the  Unadllla  and  Ana- 
^uago  fettUmetitS'  P*  [l 

C      H      A      P.        II. 

^emenu  of  cenciliatory  meafures  purfued  by  the  comtnifjioners  for  rejlorhig 
peace  in  America.  Attempt  to  open  and Jmooth  the  nmay  to  a  negcciation  by 
private  commnnicaticns  and  correjpondence,  fails  in  the  effeil,  and  is  highly 
refenled  by  the  Congrefs.  Refolutions  by  that  body  aga'mji  holding  any 
Com?nii7iictition  or  intercourfe  ivith  one  of  the  Commifjioners.  Gentleman  in 
quejlion,  declines  ailing  any  longer  in  the  commij/ion,  and  puhlijhes  a 
(declaration  in  anjiver  to  the  Congrefs,  Declaration  from  the  remaining 
(0}smi£ioners  in  anjkfjer  tQ  that  body.     Final  manifejio  and  prodam^tiott 
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ly  the  CQmmlJJioners.  Cautionary  meafurcs  recommended  hy  the  Congre/F 
10  the  peoile  ;  folloived  bv  a  counter  mamfefio,  threatening  retaliation: 
Singular  'letter  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  the  Earl  of  Carlijle. 
American  expedition  for  the  reduSion  of  the  Brilljh  fetthm:nts  in  the  country 
of  the  Nafches,  on  the  borders  of  the  Mijffppi.  Expedition  from  A  ,w- 
York,  under  the  conduB  of  Commodore  Parker  and  Colonel  Campoed,  for 
the  reduction  of  the  province  of  Georgia.  Landing  mzde  good,  and  the  ' 
rebels  defeated.  To<wn  of  Savannah  taken,  and  the  l>.n-v:nce  tn  general 
reduced.  Major-General  Prcvof  arri-ves  from  the  faih-ivard ;  takes  the 
town  and  fort  of  Huniury,  and  affiimes  the  principal  command.  [  1 8 

CHAP.        III. 

tjland  of  Dominica  taken  hy  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  governor  of  Marti nico. 
State  of  the  French  feet  at  Bofton.  Riot  betvjeen  the  French  and  inha- 
bitants. Defperate  riot  betvueen  the  Fiench  and  American  Jailors,  in  the 
city  and  port  of  Charlefovjn.  M.  D'Efaing  fails  from  Bofton  for  the 
Weft -Indies:  having  firft  iJTued  a  declaration  ad.hefed  to  the  French 
Canadians.  Admiral  Byron's  feet  driven  off  from  the  coaft  of  Nevj- 
England  by  a  violent  hurricane,  vjhich  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the 
departure  of  the  French  fquadron.  Britiftifieet  detained  at  Rhode-Ifand, 
to  repair  the  damages  fuftained  in  the  ten p  ft.  Reinforcement  fent  from 
Nevj-Tork  to  the  Weft- Indies,  under  the  condiul  rf  Commodore  Hot  ham, 
and  Major-General  Grant:  narrovJy  mifs  falling  in  ^ujith  the.  French 
fleet  :  join  Admiral  Barrington  at  Barbadoes,  and  proceed  together  to  the 
rfduaion  of  the  iftand  of  St.  Lucia  :  troops  land,  take  the  French  pofts  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  :  proceed  to  Morne  Fortune  and 
the  Viergie.  M.  D'Eftaing  appears  in  fight,  nvith  a  vaft  fuperiority  both 
of  land  and  marine  force  :  attacks  the  Britijh  fquadron  in  the  Grand  Cul 
de  Sac  ;  and  is  bravely  repulfed  hy  Admiral  Barrington,  t-zvice  in  the  fame 
day.  French  land  their  troops  in  Choc  Bay  :  attack  General  Meado-ivs 
three  times  in  the  Viergie  ;  are  repulftd  every  time,  and  at  length  defeated 
nvith  great  loft.  Great  glory  obtained  by  the  Britijh  forces,  both  by  Jea 
and  land,  in  thefe  fever al  encounters.  M.  D'Eftaing,  after  ten  days  longer 
flay,  abandons  the  iftand  of  St.  Lucia,  Rvithout  any  farther  attempt  for  its 
recovery.  The  Chevalier  de  Micoud,  vjith  the  principal  inhabitants, 
(apilulate  before  the  French  fleet  is  cut  of  fight.  [3'^ 

CHAP.       IV. 

State  of  public  affairs  during  the  reccf  of  parliament.  Addrefs  and  petition 
from  the  city  of  London.  Militia  embo.Hied.  Camps  formed.  Admiral 
Keppel  appoitited  to  the  command  of  the  grand  fleet  for  the  home  jervice. 
Peculiar  fituation  of  that  commander.  Fleet  Jails  from  St.  Helhns. 
Licorne,  French  frigate,  ftopt  and  detained.  Blameable  condud  of  ths 
Captain,  in  flring  unexpeQedly  into  the  America  man  of  luar.  Defperate 
*  ->      «  Q  ^  engagement 
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engagiiJiait  hetnvcen  the  Arethufuy  and  the  Relle  Poule,  frigalss.  Prtnch 
Jchooner,  hra-vely  taken  h  the  Alert  cutter.  Another  French  frigati  falls 
in  nvith  the  fleet ;  and  is,  ^uiith  the  Licorne  and  Jchoor.er,  brought  to 
England.  Fleet  returns  to  Fortfrnouih  for  a  reinfcrcement .  Retvards 
and  bounty  of  the  French  King,  to  the  ofliccrs  and  crew  of  the  Belle  Foide. 
Admiral  Ki'^pel  fails  again  from  Portfmouth.  Falls  in  ivith  the  French 
Jlcct  under  tr?e  Count  d'Orvilliers  ;  and  after  a  chace  of  fi-ve  days,  brings 
them  at  length  to  aclion.  Account  of  the  engagement  on  the  zjth  of  fitly. 
Fieiv  of  thofe  circunifances  'which  luere  fuppofed  to  ha^ve  prevented  that 
aflionfrom  being  decifve.  French  feet  cfcape  in  the  night,  and  returii 
to  Brejl.  Prudent  and  temperate  condu^  ohferued  by  the  Admiral.  Re- 
turns to  Plymouth  to  reft.  Proceeds  again  to  fea,  but  cannot  tneet  the 
French  feet.  [5a 

C    H    A    P.        V. 

Speech  from  the  throne.  Amendment  moved  to  the  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Grent  Debates.  Amendment  rejected  upon  a  di'vifon.  Op- 
poftion  to  the  addrefs  in  general,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  but  no  amend- 
ment  propojed.  Addrefs  carried  upon  a  divr/ton.  Motion  to  addrefs  the 
Croivn,  ill  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  a  dija-uo-ival  of  certain  pnfTates  in 
the  late  manifejlo  ijfued  by  the  CommiJJiojters  at  Ne-xij  2'ork,  The  motion, 
after  long  debates,  reJeJIed  upon  a  divifon.  Similar  motion  By  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  likevcife  caufes  much  debate,  and  is  rcjeded 
upon  a  di-vifon.  Proteft.  Circumftances,  ivhich  tended  to  the  ren- 
dering the  late  afiion  off  Brcf,  a  fubjecl  of  parliamentary  difcuffion. 
Admiral  Keppd,  being  called  upon,  gives  Jome  account  of  that  bufnrfs  in 
the  Hoife  of  Commons.  Anjiuered by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.  Reply.  Court 
martial  ordered  for  the  trittl  of  Admiral  Kcppel.  Condud  of  the 
■  admiralty  cenjurcd  and  fuppprted :  ^ueftion,  relative  to  the  difcre- 
cretionnry  po'ivcrs  of  that  board,  much  agitated.  Bill  brought  in  and 
faffed,  for  tlje  holding  of  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel  on  floor e,  (in  con- 
fideraticn  of  his  ill  fate  of  health)  inflead  of  its  being  held  a  board  floip , 
as  before  prefcri bed  by  the  lazv.     Recefs.  [75 
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Debates  arifiig  en  queflions  of  fupply,  previous  to  the  recefs.  Augmenta- 
tion of  14,000  7n€n,  to  the  land  fervice.  Trial  at  Port/mouth.  Ad- 
i?'.iral  Keppel  honourably  acquitted.  Receives  the  thanks  of  both  Hotffi. 
Vice-admiral  of  the  blue  refgns  his  employments,  and  vacates  his  Jeat 
in  the  Houfe  cf  Commons.  Memorial,  fgncd  by  t-ivelve  admirals,  pf-e- 
Jented.  Great  difcontents  in  the  navy.  Refolulion  of  cenfure  moved 
by  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  condud  of  the  admiralty.  Motion,  after  long  de-^ 
bates,  rejeiled  upon  a  divifan.  Second  motion,  of  a  fmilar  stature, 
Ij  ?ylr.  Fox,  rrjcSled  upon  a  divifion.  Two  gi:eat  naval  commanders, 
*lcclai-&  againfl  aTilng   under  the  prefcnt  Jyflem,     Refgnation   of  nnyai 
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■  ulcers.  Sir  P.  y.  Gierke,  brings  in  a  bill  againji  the  contraScn ; 
JirJ}-  quejiicn  carried  upon  a  dvvijion  ;  but  the  bill  rejeded  upon  another . 
Bill  in  favour  of  Dljfenten  brought  in  and  pajjed.  Affairs  of  Ire - 
•  iand.  Various  attempts  and  propofals  for  affording  co/nmenial  relief  to 
-tUfOt  cBUntry,  prove  at  length  ineffeilual.  [  1 6 j 
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Debates  on  the  army  extracrdinaries.  Motion  for  printing  the  eftimates  n- 
jeded  upon  a  di-vijion.  Committee  on  Eaji  India  affairs.  Refolutions 
moved  for  and  carried,  ?'elative  to  the  vioknce  committed  on  the  late  Lord 
Pigot  in  his  go-vernment.  Motion  for  profecuting  certain  members  of  the 
late  council  at  Madrafs,  agreed  to.  Mr.  Fox's  motion,  for  the  removal 
of  the  firjl  lord  of  the  admiralty  from  that  department,  is,  after  long 
debates,  rejcded  upon  a  divifon.  Committee  of  enquiry  into  the  conduit 
of  the  American  'war.  Amendment  moved  to  the  motion  for  the  examina- 
tion of  Earl  Cornivallis,  by  the  minifer,  and  carried  upon  a  divifon  in 
the  committee.  Amended  motion  then  put,  and  rejeded  upon  a  divifon. 
Third  motion  rejeSled.  Tranfadions  in  the  committee,  difcuffed  in  the 
Houfe,  and  refcinded.  Committee  revived.  Earl  Cornivallis,  and  other 
ivitneffes  examined,  in  behalf  of  Lord  and  Sir  IFilliam  Hovoe,  Counter 
evidence  propofed,  and  agreed  to.  In  the  interim.  General  Burgoyne's 
evidence  brought  forivard  and  examined.  Counter  evidence  examined. 
Committee  fuddcnly  diffolved.  [129 
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?^TW5  enquiries  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  tending  to  the  fa7ne  ohjed,  and  carried 
-  en  through  the  greater  part  of  the  fejjion.  Enquiry  into  the  fate  of  the 
navy,  and  the  conduSl  of  the  admiralty,  infitutcd  by  the  Earl  cf  Brijiol. 
Motions  for  naval  papers,  brinp-  out  ?n:ich  debate,  and  are  rejeSled  upon  a 
divifon.  Motion  by  the  Earl  of  Brijlol,  for  the  retnoval  of  the  firji 
lord  of  the  admiralty  from  his  employment.  Great  debates.  Motion  re~ 
jeSled  upon  a  divifon.  Protejts.  Enquiry  into  the  governtncnt  and  ma- 
nagement of  Grccnvjich  hofpital,  conduSied  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 
Moves  for  a  compcnfation  to  Captain  Bailiic,  late  lieutenant-governor 
of  Greemi-ich  hofpital.  Motion  rejeSIed  upon  a  divifon.  Minority 
lords  quit  the  Houfe.  Refolutions  in  vindication  of  the  Earl  of  Sand- 
'vjich.  Hard  cafe  of  Captain  Baillie.  Marquis  of  Rockingham  endea- 
vours to  bring  forvcard  an  enquiry  into  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  After 
fevcral  inctf'c'Ciual  attempts,  a  kind  af  compromifc  takes  place,  referring 
the  huf.ncjs  of  that  country  to  the  eifuing  fej/ion.  Mr.  Tovunjhend's  ?no'- 
tion  to  defer  the  prorogation  of  parliament ,  rejeBed  upon  a  divifon. 
Spanijb  manifejio.  Addrefs  from  the  Commons.  Second  addrefs  moved 
hy  LordfoJm  Cavendijh.  Motion  of  adjournment  Carried  upon  a  di- 
'uifton.     Amcn^t^ent  ts  the  addre/s  of  th-s  Lords,  moved  by  the  Earl  :f 
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"Ahingefcn,'  and  rejeBcd  upon  a  di-vijion.  Second  amendment  propofcd  by 
the  Duke  of  Ricbtnond ;  rejeSied  upon  a  di-vijion,  after  confderahle^  de~ 
bate.  Bill  brought  in  by  the  minifer  for  doubling  the  militia,  after 
much  debate  and propofed  amendment  pajfed  by  the  Commons.  Indemnity 
hill  likeiuife  pa/Jed.  Militia  bill  meets  ivith  great  oppofition  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  Indemnity  bill  7nuch  oppofcd ;  but  carried  through. 
Protejls.  Militia  bill  deprived  of  its  principal  effciii've  po-xuers,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons^  Debate  on  a  point  of  pri'vih'ge.  Bill  paffed. 
Speech  from  the  throne.  [153 
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Hojiilities  in  the  £af  Indies.  Sea-fight  bet-xveen  Sir  Ed--u!ard  Vernon  and 
M.  de  Tronjolly.  French  fquadron  abandon  the  coajl  of  CorotnandcL 
Siege  of  Pondicherry.  Gallant  defence  by  M.  de  Bellecombe.  Capitu- 
lation. State  of  affairs  in  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas.  hoyalijls  de- 
feated in  North  Carclir.a.  American  General,  Lincoln,  arrives  in  South 
Carolina  to  oppofe  Major  General  Prevoft.  Rebels  difeated  at  Briar 
Creek.  General  Prevofi  paffes  the  Sa--uannah,  and  penetrates  itito  South 
Carolina  ;  advances  to  Charles  Toxvn  ;  retires.  Adtionat  Stcno  Ferry. 
General  Prevoji  takes  poffcjjion  of  the  ifand  of  Port  Royal.  Expedition 
from  Nevj  York  to  Chefapeak  Bay,  under  the  ccndu£l  of  Sir  George  Col- 
lier and  Major  General  Matthe-xv.  Great  damage  done  to  the  Americans 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ha?npton  and  Norfolk.  Expedition  up  the  North 
River  ;  Stoney  Point  and  Verplanks  taken.  Expedition  to  ConncSlicuty 
wider  Sir  George  Collier  and  Governor  'Try on.  Surprize  of  Stoney 
Point  by  General  Wayne.  Recover j  of  that  pofi-.  Attack  upon  Paulus 
Hook.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mac  lane  befegcd  by  an  armed  force  from 
Bojlon.  Relieved  by  Sir  George  Collier,  vjho  defrays  the  'whole  rebel 
■marine  in  the  Pcnohf cot.  ['74 
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Admiral  Bnon  takes  the  command  in  the  Wcf -Indies.  Endeavours  to 
dravj  M.  D'EJiaing  to  an  engagement  avithout  effeSl.  Mortality  at 
Si.  Lucia.  Mr.  Byron  conveys  the  hcmevjard  bound  trade.  Lofs  of 
the  ifand  of  St.  Vince?zt^s,  during  the  abfence  of  the  fleet.  French  fleet 
reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  M.  de  la  Motte.:  proceeds  to  the  redu^ion 
of  the  Granades.  Lands  a  body  of  forces,  tvhich  invfl  the  Hofpital 
Hill  in  the  ifand  of  Granada.  Attack  the  v;orks  by  night,  and  carry 
them  by  form.  Lord  Macartney  propcfes  to  capitulate ;  but  the  terms 
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